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CHANAEAL. 


Separi  2y  Tiee^OoMul  Peiert  on  the  Trade  and  Oommeree  qf  Ckanaral 
for  the  year  1%!^. 

SHUPPtKG  AND  NaYIQATIOIT. 

Dimnro  the  past  jear  the  number  of  ressels  thafc  entered  and 
deaied  from  this  port  is  as  follows : — 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

NationaUty. 

Number  of 
Teasels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Briiteh— 

Steamers  .. 

SaUingahips       .. 
(i^hilian— 

Steamers  .. 

Saaing  ships 
Onatemala    .. 
l^iearagoa    . . 
French 

Korth  Ameriean     . . 
Italian 

288 
14 

107 
6 
17 
16 
8 
8 
1 

264,918 
6,666 

86,689 
1,044 
6,671 
4,662 
1,970 
407 
69 

288 
17 

107 
6 
16 
14 
8 
3 
1 

264,918 
8,081 

86,689 
1,044 
6,107 
8,784 
1,970 
407 
69 

Total  .. 

406 

861,980 

406 

861,964 

Trade  akd  Comksbcs. 

Unporte. 

OoaHmee, — The  value  of  foreign  merchaodize  and  produce  of  the 
ooontry  entered  inwards  during  the  year  amounted  to  1,788,212  dol.  69  e.| 
to  which  sum  the  following  articles  contributed: — 

Dol.  c. 

Barley         168,722  46 

Hour     82,287  40 

Coals     141,142  80 

~   Sugar     108,778  60 

Hv 106,164  60 

Timber        88,704  20 

Iron 21,101  25 

Tobacco       19,824  00 

Bricks         ..         .. 14,626  00 

Wheat         7,866  80 

Qeneral  merchandise,  fruity  rogetables,  and  other 

products  of  the  country  1,081,102  19 

Total         1,788,212    69 

Prom  the  aboye  it  will  be  observed  that  a  falling  off  has  taken 
[868]  B 
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place  in  the  value  of  imports  coastwise  during  1874  as  compared  with 
the  prerious  year.  The  cause  of*  this  decrease  may  be  attributed  in  a 
great  measure  to  a  prerailing  depression  of  trade  throughout  the 
Kepublic,  the  scarcity  of  mone^,  and  a  general  unwillingness  on  the  part 
of  capitalists  to  embark  in  mining  ^peculations  that  do  not  give  promise 
of  immediate  remuneration.  The  natural  result  has  been  a  decrease  of 
population  in  this  district,  and  a  consequent  diminution  in  the  con- 
sumption  of  provisions,  clothing,  and  other  necessaries  of  life. 

JEvreian.'^^rhe  value  of  foreign  imports  has  increased  from  89,126 
dflL  ni  thB  year  1978  to  147,015  tloL  4X  e.  in  ikSM.    Xhe  '    * 

articles  have  been  as  follows: — 

DoL      0. 

Ooik ..       75,684    00 

Fir«brieks 16.211    00 

Ifschineiy 18^000    UO 

Ibsiiiig  powda       -  7,612    00 

Iroa 8,481    28 

i  mri  mfaing  mitarlali,  Mc    .,        .^      Sl/M   U 

Total 147,046    42 


JBaiporti. 

The  exports  to  foreign  ports  irom  this  Sstrict  durii\g  the  year  1874 
have  bem  as  follows :-— 


Articles. 

QnanUties. 

ErtimatedTatat. 

4)anMr  refolns          

«      OFM 

,1     »«» 

lorateoflime.. 
*     Cobalt  ons  and  minofals  mata^ning 
^poldaadooppex^te.       •«        «« 

Kilos. 

74,168-41 

42,718-92 

8,225  14 

2,734  10 

81,460 '26 

IM.       «. 

1,128,417    U 
282,14a    as 

119,189  ao 

24,120    00 

TMal 

•  • 

1,688,476    60 

In  addition  to  the  ftireguing  Bzporte,  nrodnee  from  this  district  has 
been  shipped  during  the  year  to  other  Cnilian  porta  to  the  following 
extent :— 


Qnanfltii^ 

Tahie. 

^T  :: 

Kilos. 

a7,696-01 

4,182-88 

DoL      0. 
148,404    91 
104,582    n 

Md 

•  • 

247,988    12 

Showing  the  total  vahie  of  exports  to  be  1,781,468  doL  01  &,  or  at 
8#.  Bd.  ffxchaiye,  826,6017. 18<.  StL  This  sum,  however,  does  iii4;  repre* 
sent  the  actual  mineral  pnodnctifm  of  the  district  for  the  tweba  monthsi 
inasmudi  as  one  of  the  smelting  establishtwata  faen^  ttangh  in  ftdl 
operatiom  daiJag  the  whole  of  that  period,  did  not  dispose  of  any  of  its 
produce,  Imt  atseked  ike  saaie,  wfaoh  at  the  ^hae  of  the  year  must 
nave  shown  an  aocumnlation  of  at  least  1.500  tons  of  fine  copper^ 
:  s  oMMy  valve  «r  Mi9060  doi 
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In  my  last  report  I  alladed  to  two  important  discoverieB  that  had 
been  made  in  tliis  district  during  the  year  1878,  one  of  borate  of  lime 
and  another  of  silver.  The  deposits  of  the  former  have  been  worked 
from  the  commencement  and  a  large  amount  of  capital  expended  in 
makiog  roads,  erecting  works,  and  in  exnerimental  operations.  Hitherto 
the  business  has  not  been  the  financial  success  it  was  at  first  expected 
to  be,  owing  to  a  varietj  of  causes,  administrative  and  otherwise. 
Sanguine  hopes  are,  however,  entertained  by  the  promoters  of  shortly 
getting  the  business  placed  on  a  more  satisfactory  footing,  when  large 
and  profitable  results  should  follow. 

The  discovery  of  ahor  at  La  Honda  has  ^rovod  to  be  a  moat 
important  one.  Aa  yet  only  one  of  the  mines  in  work  has  made  any 
retoms,  but  that  one  is  pronounced  by  competent  persons  to  be  exceea- 
inglj  rich,  and  already  there  are  very  tangible  evidences  of  this  in  the 
r^iuar  shmmenta  of'^  silver  ores  to  Caldera,  whence  they  are  trans- 
nutted  to  tne  silver  amalgamation  works  of  Copiapo.  Judging  from 
the  qfumtity  and  value  of  the  silver  ores  being  regularly  sold  ^m  tins 
mioe,  tile  preoent  year  1875  will  show  an  emount  of  proftti  almost 

fiuMllOUS. 

ClHQUural,Uay81,1875. 
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ALGIEBS. 

Bypplementary  Bepart  ly  GmsuU  General  Fh^air  on  the  Traie  and 
Commerce  of  Algeria  for  the  year  1874. 

My  last  commercial  report,  dated  February,  1875,  contained  & 
general  survey  of  the  state  of  the  colony  and  the  trade  of  the  port  of 
Algiers  alone.  I  now  propose  to  supplement  this  by  Ailler  statistics, 
embracing  all  three  provinces  of  Algeria,  and  comparing  the  exports 
and  imports  of  1874  with  those  of  the  previous  year,  and  with  those  of 
1864)  ten  years  ago. 

The  following  tables  contain  the  amount  of  articles  imported  into 
and  exported  from  all  the  ports  of  the  colony,  with  their  geographical 
distribution. 
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CLABBniXD  Statement  of  Imports. 


1874. 

Classification  of  Goods. 

General 
Commerce. 

Special  Commerce. 

Total  of 

Special 

Commeroe. 

From 
France. 

From 

Foreign 

Ports. 

LiTestock 

Horns,  hoofii,  &c 

Fish       

Medicinal  substances    . . 

Miscellaneous    .. 
y<«etable  subtanoes— 

flour,  Ac 

Fruits  and  seeds 

Colonial  products 

Liquors 

Medicinal  substances    . . 

Common  wood  . . 

Foreign      „     .. 

Fruits,  &c 

T^e  stuSs  and  tan  bark 

l&cellaneous    .. 
Minerals— 

Stones,  earths,  and  com- 
bustible substances   . . 

Metals 

Manufactured  goods- 
Chemical  products 

Prepared  dyes   .. 

Colours 

Sundrj  compositions    . . 

Drinks 

Glass  ware 

Yam 

Spun  goods 

Paper,  &c 

Miseeltaneous    .  • 
Specie        

Francs. 

4,084,908 

5,582,772 

778,022 

24,414 

40,498 

2,940,690 

4,445,978 
17,728,289 

2,«80.228 
250.060 

2,298,700 

80,001 

122,127 

884,019 

411,892 

2,667,110 
2,896,694 

2,239,891 
1.180.982 
1,074,549 

10,673,488 

9,448,848 

2,666,610 

88f\956 

66,857,187 
4.010.866 

89,816,887 

10,896,788 

Francs. 

768.887 
4,198,966 

268,281 
12,317 
89,864 

1,150.745 

827,820 

5,449,909 

1,280,861 

110,897 

520.009 

28,871 

42.914 

172,902 

166,628 

1,882,682 
2,496,420 

904.879 
1,089,478 
1,066,944 
7,631,068 
8,0-'8,869 
2,884,349 
827,636 

57,962,972 
8,886,768 

84,284,855 ' 
9,708,689 

Francs. 

8,271.516 

1,071,021 

508,528 

11,084 

689 

1,752,897 

8,608,819 

9,870,187 

1,599,575 

128,697 

1,778,647 

1,680 

80,099 

210,617 

265,691 

1,284,008 
401,158 

1,384,922 

91.464 

8,584 

1,199,474 

1,870,622 

827.484 

51,892 

7.060,822 

128,377 

5,337,**74 

622,754 

Franes. 

4,084,908 

5,264,977 

771,804 

28,851 

40,498 

2,908,142 

4,486,189 

14,820,09« 

2,880,436 

284,094 

2,298.566 

80,001 

128,018 
.  888,619 

411,814 

2,666,686 
2,897,678 

2,289,801 

1,180,982 

1,074,528 

8,880,642 

9,398,891 

2,661,888 

878,928 

66,013,294 

4,010,130 

89,672,829 

10,826,408 

Total      .. 

196,265,214 

146,561,290 

42,841,917 

189,408,207 
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Glajuoubs  Stoteacpt  of  Sq^oHa 

1874. 

- 

General 
Commerce. 

Special  Commerce. 

Special 
Commerce. 

To 

France. 

To 

Foreign 

Ports. 

Aiiimil  labstmeefl^ 

Homi^  hoofs,  ke. 
IMiomal  smbitaiiMt   .. 
IGaotOMieois    .. 
?idi       

Jlowr 

FroUaadBoeda.. 

Iiq«on 

HadkiiuarabitoikOM   .. 
OrauMAwood  .. 
foMign      „      .. 

FrQU^&c 

Ikt  lUiflb  and  tan  Urk 
MiaDellaneoiis    . . 
HineralB— 
Stones,  earths,  and  mi- 
nefal  combqstihlsa   .• 

JmSWBM 

Hanafaotnred  goods— 
Gheouoal  prodnots 
Prepared  dyes  •• 
GelouB 

Drinks    .. 
GlaMware 

Tarn 

Spongoods 
Paper,  ke. 
HiaoeUaaeona    .. 
Specie        

Fianfla. 

8,038,018 

81,221,744 

1,881 

»00,124 

4,816,828 

48,169,904 

6,297,888 

8,648,028 

U19,618 

124,428 

4,416,162 

14,126 

10,788,668 

2,126,848 

768,689 

181.889 
9,968,109 

64,172 

68,897 

44,840 

4,829;681 

288,894 

65,181 

126.780 

6,666,664 

126,106 

16,499,072 

288,878 

Fzanci. 

6,266,928 

19,486,666 

741- 

297,884 

2,166,440 

81,088,879 

6,248,871 

2,816,860 

2,611,888 

86,684 

8,028,627 

14>086 

2,684,218 

1,122,627 

699,884 

170,614 
7,811,646 

81,674 

6,150 

7,666 

669,488 

149,522 

24,808 

121,007 

2,481,878 

118,091 

18,681,294 

68^104 

Francs. 

1,766,090 

1,896,078 

46 

2JI40 

2,740,598 

17,069,623 

1,088.966 

72.164 

7.581 

27,776 

1,091,586 

89 

8,104,856 

1,008.721 

153,856 

10,476 
2,148,127 

22,498 
62,747 
86,018 

2,167,776 

86,684 

87,166 

923 

968,486 

12,507 

1,829,517 

Francs. 
8.088,918 

80M^ 
4^897,008 

48^148,947 

6,277,8«7 

2,888,004 

8p619,414 

114,449 

4A1M^ 

14,U6 

10,788,668 

2,126,846 

763,889 

180,489 
9,964^2 

64,172 

68,88(7 

48^684 

3,817,269 

117,106 

61,474 

121,980 

8,896,869 

126,696 

1^^410,811 

68^104 

Total 

149,862,896 

108,9«1,189 

41,762,604 

1 14%828,698 
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fltommniftAit  BUiaribiitton  q£  Impotit. 


U 


Bi^M 

bmwUfk 

mwm 

Amoont 

1878. 

1864. 

Wtf^^m^^t^taf^ 

(y- 

in 
1874. 

Inereate. 

DecraaM. 

iQCTMNe. 

DecraaM. 

Ft. 

Ft. 

Ft. 

Ft. 

Ft. 

Fnae»^ 

... 

„, 

192,57a,806 

... 

9,447,961 

81,160,445 

•.. 

lbrr»«tpKtotioa... 

.M 

14,228,9a6 

... 

801,219 

8,881,149 

Grei^  BlteMi***       ••• 

•M 

„, 

8,44a»7l6 

... 

2,002;618 

7^4li.6W 

... 

^n    .„       ...       ... 

•  •• 

... 

9,2H49& 

2.0»,801 

... 

4.184,880 

... 

Sweden  and  Norway... 

.M 

».. 

771.796 

176,180 

288,6« 

... 

Turkey 

.„ 

M. 

n 

... 

248,480 

» 

... 

Barte9i|Mi 

«M 

^. 

6,816,296 

1.442,228 

Ill88.^t 

... 

AmtrlB^       ^       ... 

,^ 

776,607 

168.678 

SJ:Sf 

... 

niheilv        ^       ... 

,^ 

242,801 

216,860 

... 

Bommtl^M..,       ... 

•  M 

... 

... 

».« 

... 

... 

940 

UnorcUrt  |<i>  of  AljMifc 

... 

... 

22.764 

•M 

62,108 

Genn«v       ..       ... 

M* 

•  •• 

44,170 

14,814 

••• 

88077 

... 

Itoly    ^       ^ 

••» 

«~ 

1,88^976 

881,448 

847,810 

... 

JMgflMi          ...        ... 

..• 

— 

».. 

46,904 

«. 

67,806 

•- ' 

'4a»907 
646,976 

eii404 

86,774 

4Mt7 

549,9n 

fSSUz   z   z 

— 

282,786 

124,956 

... 

261;K4 

.•• 

BoMkt ...       .. 

^^ 

296,782 

279,762 

... 

SH^Vtt 

... 

PortOBil        ^       ... 

.w 

... 

108,288 

99,640 

... 

108,88t 

... 

Greeo0  .^ 

•r«i 

•  «• 

29 

29 

... 

29 

... 

CWn*  «.       .«       ... 

... 

2,660 

2,000 

... 

2,660 

... 

Totsfcl    

196,26^214 

8,287,077 

18,769«068 

69,91l^nt 

120^861 

Compariaon  with 

Comparlfon  with 

l^^iflHlll 

1878. 

19H. 

TbwtatOaontiy. 

to 
It74. 

Uomm. 

De«^ 

INNM. 

Decreaie. 

Fr. 

Ft. 

Tt. 

Ft. 

Fr. 

Fnuice~ 

niT  cofwnnptioQ          ... 

... 

108,889,869 

... 

8,680,816 

28,107,644 

... 

12.524,880 

4,497,701 

8,116,859 

... 

Great  BrHatn        

19,486,777 

«. 

550,596 

6,054,286 

... 

Spain          

... 

7,968,902 

8,468,116 

... 

8,087,854 

Sweden  and  Norway 

... 

602,661 

667,167 

... 

515,299 

... 

Torkey       ^ 

1,497,487 

897,950 

*.. 

788^671 

BarlwryStalei      ^.       ... 

... 

„, 

.« 

... 

••■ 

A«*i»       .^       ^       «. 

M^ 

V4^488 

M. 

2.a71J8i 

68,904 

... 

FWieriea     ...       «. 

18,900 

1M86 

15.856 

... 

•  .. 

8.261 

... 

18,480 

8,251 

... 

91,299 

88,290 

91,299 

*>• 

Germany    

... 

161,024 

161,024 

... 

161,024 

... 

llrty-.       ^       ^       ^ 

... 

979,820 

... 

80,740 

784,890 

... 

Btfgimm      ».       ...       » 

M. 

S0I,912 

98,6n 

M* 

901,912 

}         •*• 

... 

186,792 

2.428 

... 

186,702 

... 

VmiUdSUUM        ^       ^ 

... 

.» 

88,600 

M* 

... 

iSSL    z    z    z 

148,340 
28,080 

16.161 
28,080 

14M«0 

Kmo 

SsMia        «M       •••.       .•• 

120 

120 

M« 

ai8»a8 

Portugal     .„       

... 

60 

60 

•.• 

60 

Greece        ...       ...       ... 

... 

1,885 

1,826 

•  M 

1,825 

.M 

China         ...       ^      ^ 

^ 

•M 

21,200 

—       •" 

... 

..• 

•- 

•«• 

^080 

TIatoU..      ^      ^ 

148,888J8t 

M9«,4» 

13,]Mk8«0 

MHiH 
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nuTOx. 


Statbmxnt  of  the  various  Ports  and  Markets  in  Algeria  with  wliicli 
the  Preceding  Trade  has  been  Conducted. 


Yalae  of  Merchandise. 


Imports. 


Exports. 


Nemoan  

Lslla  Maghnia  •  •        ... 

Tlem^en 

Mersa-el-Kebir 

Oran      .. 

Arzew • 

Mostaganem 

Tenes 

Cherchel 

Algiers  •  •        •  •         •  •         • » 

Dellys 

Bougie 

rjid^eUi 

CoUo 

Stora      : 

PhilippeviUe 

Biskra 

B6ne 

LaCaUe  

Sonkarras  • 

Tebe^sa 

Constantiae • 

Total  of  1874       .. 

Comparison  with  1878,  decrease 
increase 


Fr. 
708,900 


l»6,78a 

68,978,580 

118,303 

2,612.022 

111,104 

6,290 

71,167,897 

120,047 

982.476 

201.638 

12  897 

48,698 

80,645,988 

186,170 

18,179.460 

847,908 

501  031 

1,877,827 


196,255,214 


10,481.986 
59,796,421 


Fr. 
1,022,787 


11,810 

45,105.246 

1,520,965 

l,881,87i 

207,744 

-       20.749 

84,484.662 

298,759 

2,416,967 

789,860 

714,480 

299,752 

87,8.6,281 

20,921,606 
2,880,508 


149,852,895 


2,868,471 
41,285,541 


IlCPOBTS. 

The  principal  articles  of  importation  which  show  a  decrease  are 
flour,  fresh  fruit,  coffee,  olive  oil,  wine,  woollen  fabrics,  and  miscel- 
laneous goods ;  the  aggregate  diminution  as  comparted  with  the  prerioua 
year  being  represented  by  a  value  of  17,600,000  fr. 

Some  of  this  no  doubt  is  owing  to  the  increasing  production  in  the 
colony  of  articles  such  as  olive  oil  and  wine,  formerly  imported,  but 
much  must  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  high  custom  duties  which  have 
preyailed  since  the  German  War,  which  have  caused  a  reduction  in  the 
consumption  of  foreign 'proHuce,  without  benefiting  the  revenue  to  the 
extent  tnat  was  anticipated. 

I  will  take  ta  exemplify  this  the  important  article  coffee. 

The  amount  imported  in  1874  was  less,  by  nearly  2.0  0  000  £r.,  than 
during  the  previo^is  year,  and  not  500,OOiO  fr.  more  than  was  used  ten 
years  aeo,  in  1864.  During  this  period  the  yalue  of  imports  has 
trebled)  out  the  increase  in  coffee  has  by  no  means  increased  in  pro- 

Jortion:  in  1864,  2,236,467  kilos,  were  imported;  in  1874,  2,651,300, 
14,888  kilos,  being  all  the  difference  during  ten  yeara. 
I  have  little  doubt  that  had  so  great  a  surtax  as  18  fr.  on  every  100 
kilos,  not  been  levied,  the  importation  would  have  increased  and  the 
revenue  would  not  have  suffered. 

This  system  of  high  duties  has  not  only  an  injurious  effect  on 
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Intimate  commerce,  but  it  opens  the  door  to  eyerv  description  of  fraud 
and  adulteration.  Tbus  in  the  article  I  hare  selected,  ever  sinoe  the 
increased  duties  were  leried,  a  brisk  trade  has^aken  place  between  Algeria 
and  France  in  sweet  acorns,  which  are  slightly  treated  here  to  prevent 
them  from  terminating,  and  are  then  sent  to  France  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  aaulterating  coffee. 

There  has  been  a  notable  increase  in  many  items,  caused  no  doubt 
by  the  impetus  given  to  colonization,  publio  works,  and  private  con- 
structions, such  as  1,007,904  fr.  in  metal  work,  and  2,066,543  in  objects 
in  daily  use.  The  total  decrease,  however,  under  the  head  of  imports, 
18  nearly  10,500,000  fr.  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  but  they 
exceed  by  nearly  60,000,000  those  of  1864. 

The  proportion  of  the  imports  furnished  by  the  several  nations 
having  commercial  relations  with  Algeria^  is  as  follows : — 

Percent 

T?^«^/coo8iunption 77-21 

'^•'^tentrepdts 775 

Spain 4*71 

€hrea6  Britain 4-8S 

Barbaiy  States 8*47 

Italj 098 

Aostria 089 

Sweden  and  Norway 0  '88 

UnitedStates 0-28 

BuBda    .«         ..  0*14 

Egypt 0  18 

Kewfonndland 0*12 

PortngaS  0*05 

Other  conntries 0*04 

France,  as  might  be  expected,  supplies  more  than  three-fburths  of  the 
total  imports.  Spain,  which  last  year  occupied  the  third,  has  now 
risen  to  the  secona  place,  with  an  increase  of  2,080,501  fr.,  principally 
fit>m  the  supply  of  asses,  mules,  fresh  and  dried  fruits,  wines  and 
spirits,  and  articles  manufactured  from  esparto  grass. 

The  imports  from  Great  Britain  are  2,000,000  fr.  less  than  they 
were  in  1873,  a  sure  proof  that  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  and 
other  textile  fabrics,  which  was  almost  suspended  during  the  war,  is 
resuming  its  normal  position  regarding  Algeria. 

The  various  ports  in  the  colony  and  markets  in  the  interior  to 
which  the  imports  were  directed  are : — 

Per  cent. 

Algiers 8628 

Oran 86'15 

PhilippeviUe 15*26 

B/^ne 9*26 

Moataganem •        ••        ..  1*88 

Tebesea 0*71 

Boogie 0*48 

Kemonrs 0*25 

Sookarras         0*26 

LaCalle  0*18 

Dji^'elli  0*10 

Biaki* 0*07 

DeUys 006 

Anew •         ..         ••  0*05 

Tene4 0*05 

Heraa-el-Keblr 0.08 

Siora 1 

Collo VO-04 

••         t«         ••        ••         ••       J 


Oherchel 
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14  *nuLKOs. 

Tkt  followiiig  18  a  BOinmaiy  of  tbe  total  valne  of  imports,  classified 
under  tho  rarious  categories  into  which  thej  hare  been  divided  t— 

PllBflt. 

Animal  OLbstaiicet          ••        ••        ••  10,160,604 

Tegetable     ,,                  ..         ••         «•  81,486,469 

Mineral        „                  5,568  704 

Hsaii£Miaied  goods        188,848,64^ 

Speck       10,885,788 

Total 196,855,214 

E&poBnu 

Daring  1874  the  decrease  in  exports,  as  compared  Trith  1873, 
a.moants  to  2,863,471  fr.  This  is  attributed  by  the  French  authorities  to 
various  causes  ^altogether  accidental  and  not  influeucing  in  anv  degree 
the  future  of  the  country,*'  but  as  the  olive  and  fig  crops  were  bad,  and 
enormous  deficits  appear  in  some  of  the  staple  articles  of  export,  such 
as  sheep,  wheat,  barley,  fruit,  olive  oil,  and  minerals,  tbe  puUic  will  hardly 
be  inchned  to  endorse  this  optimist  view  of  the  ease. 

The  various  countries  to  which  Algeria  has  sent  its  produce  are : — 


ffeaaee 69*81 

Off^aBritaia 18*10 

SpaSm a-8i 

Italy «-41 

Bdghim 1*44 

BtritatyStaUs 100 

Ketherlanda 0*65 

Portugal 0*40 

BmbU 018 

IhiitedStotts 018 

Qsrma^y          •        .«  0-10 

Biakxa 009 

Austria,  Sen^galj  VgTPW  ^hirk«y«  0^01^  and 

Greece        0*08 

France  again  takes  more  than  the  half  of  Algerian  produce,  though 
8,500,000  fr.  less  than  last  year.  Great  Britain  maintains  the  second 
place,  but  there  is  a  decrease  of  500,000  fr.  in  the  iron  ore  and  alfa, 
which  form  the  principal  parts  of  the  exports  to  England*  Spain  has 
taken  4,500,000  more  than  in  1878,  principally  in  corn,  tobacco,  alfa, 
cattle,  and  sheep. 

The  ports  from  which  the  merchandize  was  exported,  in  the  order 
•of  their  importance,  are: — 

_  Percent 

Onsk 10  20 

Pkilippeville 84-99 

Algiers 88  09 

BOae 1401 

La  Oitle 2  *93 

Bo«fi^e i-ea 

Anew I'Oa 

Mestsganem 0*89 

NemoQis  0*69 

^Wjtiiy         0-08 

OoHo ,        ,.  0*48 

8tota     ••  « 0-30 

2«^« 019 

l^es 0*14 

Gherehd  and  Heisft^-Kebir o-es 
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The  tttUowing  is  a  recapitulttion  of  the  ezporti : — 


AbIbmI  BobstsBeei          H879;090 

YegetaUft     „                 7^465,248 

Ifinef  >1        y                 10,189,498 

fCnraftMtsfeil  floods                  •»  M|10^186 

Specie        288,878 

TuUH  of  Qm  gtmmi  eommcne     .  •  14%95^9i 
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The  Teasels  that  entered  the  harbours  of  Algeria  during  1874  were 
4,013  in  number,  with  an  aggregate  burden  of  999,625  tons ;  the 
number  of  their  crews  was  2,494  men. 

The  following  is  the  proportion  attributed  to  each  flag  in  this 
total:— 

Per  cent. 

France 66*87 

Great  Britain 16  54 

Spain 6-76 

luly 6*62 

Anairia 1*78 

Norway 1-62 

Sweden 0*61 

Holland..         .»         0*84 

United  States 0*28 

Portugal 019 

Belgium  ^ 0  15 

Greece 0  14 

BarbarySUtes 008 

Boasia 0  06 

The  English  navigation  still  maintaias  the  second  place  in  the  list, 
but  with  a  decrease  of  3*51  per  cent,  as  compared  with  1873. 


CoASTiKO  Trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  coasting  trade  (etiboiage) 
carried  on  in  1874,  compared  with  that  during  1878  and  1864. 

The  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  merchandize  thus  transported  in 
the  first  mentioned  year  is  62,414  quintals. 


Seat  From. 

Comparison 

with  1873. 

Comparison  with  1864. 

18*4. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

QointalB. 

Quintals. 

Qaintals. 

QuinUla. 

Quintals. 

Kemoars       •  •         • . 

27,546 

, , 

46,747 

8,938. 

.. 

Baachgonn    .• 

6,804 

6,804 

,, 

6,804 

.. 

Mena-cl-Kebir 

602 

602 

, , 

. . 

966 

Gran 

27,159 

4,815 

, , 

•  • 

52,572 

Anew 

55,810 

23,891 

, , 

23,132 

. . 

Mostaganem.. 

4,878 

696 

,, 

.. 

54,838 

Tenea 

20,553 

6,793 

•  • 

47,413 

Cherchel 

8,201 

, , 

4,360 

•  • 

2,875 

IHpasa 

1,800 

1,809 

, , 

1,809 

.. 

Algiers 

120,626 

2,656 

^^ 

21,271 

.. 

Dellja 

83,588 

,, 

28,569 

22,301 

•  • 

Boogie          .  •         •  • 

70,053 

14,029 

,, 

40,935 

•  • 

Djiiyell  J       • .         • . 

88,533 

, , 

19,120 

14,502 

•  • 

Collo 

18,648 

8,719 

.. 

9,021 

•  • 

Stora 

PhilipperiQe 

88,617 

5,651 

•• 

53,151 

•• 

B6ne 

34,716 

•  • 

14,548 

9,187 

•  • 

UCalle 

30,207 

•  • 

8,8S3 

27,268 

•• 

Total     .. 

583,393 

64,612 

127,026 

233,319 

158,664 
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1874. 

Comparison 

with  1878. 

CompariioiL  with  1864. 

Recelyedai— 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Increase. 

Deoraaas. 

Quintals. 

Quintals. 

Quintals. 

Q^ifai^g 

Quintals. 

Kemoara 

14,106 

.. 

1,561 

•  • 

85,178 

Raachgoun    . . 
Men&rel.Kebir 

1,210 

1,210 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

1.482 

Onn 

42,842 

• . 

28V676 

• . 

16,122 

Arsew 

4y,648 

14,168 

•  • 

46,179 

.. 

MoBtaganem  •  • 

12,960 

6,648 

•  • 

•  • 

19.789 

Tenea.  •        •  • 

10.798 

1,849 

.. 

.. 

9,766 

Cherchel 

18,810 

5,577 

4»986 

•  • 

Tipasa 
AlrioiB 
Dellys 

194,668 

•• 

35,047 

'921 

•  • 

44,099 

6,705 

. . 

6.809 

•  • 

Bougie         . .         •  • 
I!ji4jelly       .. 

4C,947 

6.000 

6,845 

1M87 

•  • 

24,002 

2J68 

.. 

17,848 

• . 

cilii.:      ..      .. 

14,241 

8,729 

.. 

6,828 

*• 

fitora..        ..         \ 
PUUpperme. .         J 

43,878 

•  • 

12,065 

24485 

•• 

BdnefT       .. 

50,472 

.. 

17,6M 

2S,688 

•  • 

LaCatle       .. 

.   27,828 

3,459 

•• 

11,461 

•• 

Total     .. 

588,898 

40,026 

102,440 

156,987 

82,882 

COBAL  T&ADB. 

Tite  following  table  shows  the  statistics  of  the  coral  trade  from  1845 
to  1875.  There  is  a  dimioutioii  therein  compared  \vith  1878  of  eighty- 
French  and  six.  Italian  boats,  but  the  amount  of  coral  obtained  was 
10,522  kUos.  more  than  in  1878. 
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NaUonality  of  Boats. 

Amount 

Yean. 

Total. 

of  l>ae8 
levied. 

French. 

Italian. 

Spanish. 

Others. 

Francs. 

1845      .. 

1 

164 

•  • 

166 

12:,200 

1846      .. 

1 

171 

173 

136,000 

1847      .. 

1 

152 

, , 

154 

120,800 

1843      .. 

2 

151 

^  ^ 

154 

128,400 

1849      .. 

2 

105 

•  • 

107 

85,600 

1850 

2 

119 

•  • 

121 

99,250 

lt51 

8 

124 

26 

154 

108,800 

iftsa     .< 

10 

158 

34 

202 

153,600 

1858      .. 

8 

179 

18 

200 

153.600 

1854      ., 

16 

177 

31 

22d 

170,400 

1855      .. 

9 

66 

7 

78 

53,600 

1855 

4 

77 

6 

94 

74,400 

185T      ., 

11 

104 

28 

147 

111,200 

1858 

32 

131 

45 

213 

152,800 

1859 

14 

154 

U 

191 

148,000 

1850 

26 

152 

28 

291 

152,200 

1861       . 

49 

167 

22 

238 

178,000 

1862 

74 

130 

26 

230 

151,200 

1868       . 

118 

130 

40 

'   286 

181,200 

1864 

186 

118 

23 

327 

100,800 

1865      .. 

194 

118 

15 

327 

62,400 

1866       .. 

292 

106 

38 

341 

68,800 

1867       ., 

145 

63 

4 

212 

87,800 

1868 

129 

70 

8 

202 

3(',400 

1869 

135 

85 

5 

225 

38,000 

1870       . 

148 

84 

1 

233 

34,400 

1871 

162 

65 

3 

200 

23,600 

1872       .. 

82 

•    49 

,, 

131 

21,200 

1878 

313 

75 

•  • 

388 

30,000 

1874       •, 

228 

69 

•  • 

297 

27.000 

Algiers,  October  22, 1879. 
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ALGIERS. 

Freliminary  Bepoii;  hy  Consul- General  Pla^air  an  the  Trade  and 
Commeree  of  Algeria  for  the  year  1876. 

On  the  17th  November  Oeneral  Chanzj  opened  the  sessions  of  the 
Oonseil  SupMeur  du  Oouvemement  with  an  address,  in  which  he 
detailed  the  present  condition  of  the  colony,  and  summarised  the  results 
of  his  administration  during  the  previous  year. 

There  are  some  passages  in  this  docuroeut  which  cannot  fail  to  be 
interesting  to  those  in  England  who  desire  information  regarding  the 
resources  and  capabilities  of  Algeria.  General  Chanzy  states  briefly 
what  continues  to  be  his  policv  : — ^Assimilation  of  Algeria  to  the  mother 
country,  due  regard  being  paid  to  exceptional  conditions,  caused  by  the 
difference  in  religion  and  race  amongst  its  heterogeneous  population. 
I  will  not  follow  him  through  his  able  and  exhaustive  remarks  on 
the  administration  of  the  country,  and  the  organization  of  the  various 
services  by  which  it  is  carried  out,  I  will  only  remark  that  he  states  it 
to  be  his  constant  endeavour  to  bring  as  much  of  the  colony  as  possible 
under  the  regime  of  common  law,  and  to  dispense,  as  rapidly  as  may  be, 
with  the  exceptional  but  still  necessary  system  of  military  govern* 
ment. 

Colonization. 

The  most  vital  question  for  the  welfare  of  the  country  is  that  of 
colonization,  and  certainly  it  is  the  most  difficult  one  to  solve.  There 
are  no  vast  unoccupied  tracts  of  land  in  Algeria  available  for  this 

nose,  as  in  the  New  World,  every  acre  of  land  here  is  owned  either 
^  uropeans  or  by  natives  whose  rights  must,  of  course,  be  scrupu- 
lously respected.  Still  after  the  late  insurrection  a  large  extent  of  land 
was  justly  confiscated  by  the  State,  and  this  has  been  allotted  to  or 
will  be  reserved  for  intending  colonists  of  French  nationality.  The 
total  amount  actually  sequestered  is  824,683  hectaren,  and  in  addition 
to  this  a  sum  of  6,000,000  fr.  will  he  paid  on  account  of  land  bought 
back  by  its  owners.  In  making  concessions  the  Government  rigorously 
exacts  the  condition  of  actual  residence;  a  man  is  not  permitted  to 
receive  a  concession  and  at  once  to  dispose  of  it,  or  let  it  to  natives,  or, 
what  is  still  worse,  leave  it  uncultivated  until  he  may  be  in  a  position 
to  undertake  the  work  himself. 

Up  to  the  present  date  the  total  amount  of  land  conceded  by  tbo 
State  IS  as  follows : — 

Hectares. 

To  indiTidnal  Earopeans         565,000 

theSoci6t3G€ntfrele  Alg€rieniie 100,000       } 

the  Soci6t6  G^n^rale  G^n^voiae 30.000 

And  Europeans  have  parehased  from  the  natives     . .         260,000 

Total 055,000 

There  is  therefore  a  total  of  955,000  hectares  owned  by  an  agricul- 
tural population  of  117,175  souls,  giving  an  average  of  eight  hectares  or 
twenty  acres  as  the  average  holding  of  each.  It  is  quite  certain,  how- 
ever, that  a  large  proportion  of  this  land,  though  owned  by  Europeans, 
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baa  Dever  been  put  under  European  c'ulture  and  is  simplj  let  out  to 
natif es.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  for  intending  colonists  to  have  some 
means  to  enable  tbem  to  tide  over  the  first  difficulties  which  present 
themselveB  on  arrival,  to  purchase  cattle  and  agricultural  implements, 
and  to  Hto  until  the  first  harvest  is  ^thered  in.  Unfortunately,  this  is 
not  always  the  case,  immigrants  arrive  at  their  concessions  with  empty 
purses,  they  borrow  money  at  extortionate  interest,  and  in  a  short  time 
they  find  themselves  in  a  state  of  helpless  misery.  This  not  only  dis- 
courages them,  but  spreads  the  seed  of  discouragement  amongst  their 
comrades  in  France.  Public  opinion  is  not  backward  in  accusing  the 
Government  of  unnecessary  delays  and  of  requiring  undue  formalities 
from  intending  colonists.  No  doubt  this  charge  is  not  altogether 
unfoimded,  but  the  administration  is  honestly  anxious  to  do  all  it 
possibly  can  to  provide  land  for  those  who  fulfil  the  necessary  conditions 
required  from  applicants.  Every  year  a  programme  of  colonization 
makes  known  the  territory  to  be  occupied,  and  the  preliminary  works  are 
generally  completed  by  the  1  st  of  September  (the  commencement  of  the 
agricultural  year),  so  as  to  enable  the  colonists  to  begin  operations  with- 
out a  day's  loss  of  time.  These  preliminary  works  are  very  consider- 
able :  it  IS  not  enough  to  concede  a  certain  amount  of  fertile  land  to  a 
given  number  of  families ;  their  allotment  must  be  joined  by  a  practi- 
cable road  to  one  of  the  great  highways,  water  must  be  found  ancf  made 
available,  the  village  must  be  laid  out  and  the  streets  metalled,  and  in 
most  cases  a  church  is  built  and  schools  are  established  for  the  children. 
As  a  general  rule  when  a  village  is  created,  two-thirds  of  the  lots 
are  given  to  new  immigrants  and  one-third  to  old  Algerian  colonists* 
This  has  the  double  efiect  of  increasing  the  European  population,  and 
of  associating  the  new  arrivals  with  neighbours  not  altogether  inexpe- 
rienced in  African  agriculture. 

AOBICULTUBB. 

During  the  season  of  1874,  300,398  hectares  sown  by  Europeans 
yielded  2,645,096  metric  quintals  of  cereals ;  11,300  hectares  of  vines 
produced  228,994  hectolitres  of  wine;  805  hectares  of  divers  crops 
produced  5,996  quintals  of  oil  seeds  and  dye  stuffs ;  592  hectares  yielded 
247,800  kilos,  of  cleaned  cotton;  2,802  hectares  produced  2,690,509 
kilos,  of  tobacco;  and  8,261  hectares  yielded  3,994,717  kilos,  of 
linseed.  These  instances  suffice  to  give  an  idea  of  the  richness  and 
capabilities  of  Algerian  soil.  The  total  area  sown  with  cereals  in  1874 
was  1,684,000  hectares,  which  produced  16,000,000  quintals  of  grain ; 
of  this  about  2,000,000  quintals,  worth  40,000,000  fr.,  was  exported. 

Locusts  as  Fish  Bait. 

An  industry  of  quite  a  novel  character  promises  to  spring  up  in 
Algeria.  Immense  sums  of  money  are  annually  spent  by  the  fishermen 
of  France  in  obtaining  cod  roe  as  bait  for  the  sardine  fisheries.  Not 
only  is  that  substance  increasing  in  price  every  year,  but  the  quantity 
procurable  is  quite  insufficient  to  meet  the  demand.  It  is  proposed  to 
utilize  the  locusts  which  periodically  invade  the  colony  in  immense 
numbers,  and  are  nearly  always  to  be  found  in  the  south,  as  a 
substitute.  The  Governor- General  has  sent  1,000  kilos,  of  these 
insects  prepared  and  salted  to  France,  and  the  result  is  sufficiently 
succeseful  to  warrant  the  experiment  being  tried  on  a  larger  scale. 
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MiNie. 

The  fiDancial  crisis  at  present  existing  in  the  colony,  and  the 
depreased  state  of  the  iron  market  in  Europe,  could  not  fail  to  produce 
a  corresponding  efiect  in  Algeria.  Btiil,  the  decrease  in  raining  opera- 
tions is  less  than  might  hare  been  anticipated,  thou(^  there  is  not  much 
encouragement  for  opening  out  new  mines. 

In  the  proTince  of  Oran  the  number  of  men  emplojed  during 
1875  is  leas  bj  600  than  in  the  prerious  year,  while  in  that  of  Con- 
atantine  it  is  400  more. 

The  magnificent  iron  mine  of  Mokta-el-Hadid  has  turned  out 
440,000  tons  of  ore,  valued  at  5,000,000  fr.,  during  the  past  year,  and  at 
B^  Baf  19,000  tons  were  sold  during  the  first  quarter  of  tha  aame 
year. 

The  amount  of  various  kinds  of  ore  extracted  during  the  first  hi^  of 
1875  was:  — 

irou sn^oao 

Copper ..        ..  1,780 

Lead 1>452 

Eine « 640 

Total 896,718 

A  quantity  equal  to  about  one*fifth  of  the  total  mining  operations 
of  France,  wmch  is  valued  at  7,000,000  fr.  per  annum. 

Alta. 

The  exportation  of  alfa  continues  to  increase.  In  1873  it  amounted  to 
45,000  tons,  in  1874  it  reached  58,000,  and  in  1875  it  promises  to  exceed 
60,000.  The  railways  in  constructiMi  and  projected  will  enable  this 
substance  to  be  brought  to  the  coast  in  greater  quantities  and  nt  a 
much  lees  rate  than  at  present. 

Tobacco. 

During  1869  5,840  planters  Europeans,  and  natives,  put  4,400 
hectares  under  tobacco  cultivation.  In  1874  the  number  had  increased 
to  9,000,  and  the  area  planted  to  6,460  hectares,  the  amount  produeed 
in  the  latter  year  being  4,700,000  kilos.  From  the  1st  January  to  the 
Ist  Korember,  1876,  the  Gbvernment  depAt  in  Algiers  ptrrchased 
8,287,067  kilos,  for  2^10,847  fr.,  the  net  benefit  to  the  Btate  being 
25,000,000  fr. !  Under  such  circumstances  it  is  easy  to  understand  that 
the  administration  baa  no  interest  in  encouraging  the  growers  of 
tobacco  to  send  their  produce  abroad,  and  at  the  same  time,  as  the 
prices  paid  are  rerv  ai4>itvai^  and  nearly  as  much  can  be  detained  for  the 
worst  as  for  the  best  quality,  the  powers  are  et^ually  without  interest 
in  attonpting  to  iaiprove  it.  I  feel  sure  that  if  mtelligent  cdomste  ia 
Algeria  could  be  put  in  direct  communication  with  importers  in  other 
.countries,  a  very  la^  quantity  of  the  finest  leaf  might  be  prodooed  ia 
Algeria. 

Natioatiok. 

A  very  important  law  was  passed  on  the  20th  of  March  last,  modifv- 
ing  the  tax  called  "  droits  de  quai "  in  Algeria,  which  wiH  prcMUy 
make  the  port  of  Algiers  an  important  coaling  station  for  vessels  pass- 
ing through  the  Suez  Canal.    Instead  of  having  to  call  at  two  ports,. 
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Gibraltar  and  Malta,  ressebi  seed  touch  at  Algiers  only,  if  unable  to 
carry  sufficient  coal  for  the  entire  voyage  to  Port  Said.  The  advantage 
of  having  a  third  harbour  of  reAige  in  case  of  bad  weather,  in  the  direct 
line  of  route,  is  also  verv  great. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  France  the  law  of  the  20th  January,  1872, 
imposed  a  dutj  of  50  centimes  per  ton  burden  on  every  vessel  entering 
one  of  its  ports.  In  Algeria  the  law  of  the  2(kh  March,  1875,  limits 
this  tax  to  50  centimes  on  every  ton  of  merchandize  actuaRy  landed. 

Algiers,  December  3, 1875. 
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BOULOGNE. 

Bepofi  hy  Vice'Chnsul  Stigand  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Boulogne 
for  the  Tear  1874. 

SaiPPiNa. 

Thebb  was  a  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  British  shippbg  frequent- 
ing this  port  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1874,  compared  with  the 
shipping  of  1873.  During  the  early  part  of  1874  the  quantity  of  British 
shipping  comipg  to  this  port  was,  as  was  mentioned -in  my  report  for 
1873,  and  for  the  reasons  there  given  with  respect  to  the  ccal  and  iron 
trade,  largely  in  increase  of  the  shipping  of  former  years ;  vessels  arriv- 
ing here  at  that  period  were  sometimes  obliged  to  wait  for  days  for  a 
quay-berth,  and  three  rows  of  vessels  were  at  times  to  be  seen  round 
wie  floating  dock  ;  after  the  market  here,  however,  became  glutted  with 
coals,  vessels  naturally  ceased  to  be  chartered  for  this  port,  and  there 
was  for  some  time  a  great  falling  off  in  the  shipping  arrivals. 

This  slackness  in  the  shipping  business  did  not  recover  itself  by  the 
end  of  the  year,  consequently  there  was  a  diminution  in  the  whole 
number  of  arrivals  and  departures  for  1874.  The  number  of  British 
steamers  besides  that  of  the  regular  packet  service  sank  from  151  to 
111  vessels,  and  the  British  sailing  vessels  from  368  to  264.  It  is 
remarked,  however,  that  the  number  of  large  steamers  is  on  the  increase, 
and  that  vessels  of  from  300  to  650  tons,  carrying,  some  of  them,  1,200 
tons  of  cargo,  and  which  can  discharge  in  a  day  or  two  and  return  to 
England  for  another  cargo,  are  rapidly  supplanting  all  the  smaller  craft. 
Thb  change  it  is  evident  has  been  going  on  ever  since  1861,  when  the 
number  of  sailing  vessels  was  582,  and  that  of  8teamei*s  1,037 ;  whereas 
in  1874  the  number  of  sailing  vessels  was  but  264,  whilst  .that  of 
steamers  was  1,515,  the  number  of  steamers  coming  to  this  port  being 
greater  by  478  than  in  1861. 

The  large  steamers  such  as  have  lately  visited  this  port,  can  afford 
to  take  cargoes  at  much  lesser  freight  than  tlie  sailing  (boasters ;  the 
freight  havmg  been  of  late  5«.  ^d,  per  ton  by  the  large  steamers,  and 
7#.  and  8«.  by  the  sailing  vessels,  a  aifference  which  amounts  to  a  sum 
of  more  than  1002.  in  the  freight  of  1,000  tons  of  coals,  and  is 
sufficiently  greater  to  be  convincing  that  the  suppression  of  the  smaller 
craft  of  saihng  vessels  by  steamers  of  large  dimensions  in  the  coal  and 
iron  trade  will  be  only  a  work  of  time,  although  for  other  purposes 
the  sailing  coasters  ma^  still  continue  to  be  used. 

The  employment  of  steam  ships  of  large  burden  is  becoming  notori- 
ously everywhere  more  and  more  general. 

In  1859  the  whole  of  the  steam  ships,  both  laden  and  in  ballast, 
entered  as  well  as  cleared,  in  which  the  commerce  of  France  and  Algeria 
was  carried  on,  amounted  only  to  11,462  vessels,  measuring  2,297,000 
tons.  In  1873  the  number  of  such  ships  was  23,734,  measurinc; 
8,733,000  tons,  an  augmentation  which  doubled  the  number  of  French 
steamships,  while  the  amount  of  tonnage  was  quadrupled.  Of  20,593 
steamers  with  cargoes  entered  and  cleared  in  French  ports  in  1878, 
France  oi^Tied  but  5,621,  while  the  remaining  14,972  were  the  property 
of  foreigners.  The  French  mercantile  steam  navy  nevertheless  increases 
very  slowly ;  France  possessed  324  mercantile  steamships  in  1859  and 
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516  in  1873,  and  there  was  only  an  increase  of  foiir  ships  in  1872.  During 
the  year  1874  the  whole  amount  of  French  and  foreign  shipping  which 
entered  the  harbours  of  France  amounted,  taking  account  only  of  the 
ships  with  cargoes  and  omitting;  those  in  ballast,  to  30,493  ships,  of 
7,593,224  tons,  while  23,807  ^ips,  of  5,506,918  tons,  were  cleared 
during  the  same  period.  The  gradual  suppression  of  small  ships  by 
ships  of  larger  tonnage,  as  well  as  the  progress  of  French  navigation, 
will  be  made  clear  by  the  following  table : — 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Ships. 

Tonnage. 

1865       . 

29,018 

4,987,000 

22,188 

8,598,000 

1866       . 

29,436 

5,467,000 

22,074 

8,983,000 

1867 

82,596 

6,867,000 

21,890 

4,126,000 

1868        . 

82,996 

6,582,000 

21,489 

4,074.000 

1869 

32,392 

6,584  000 

21,414 

4,870,000 

1870 

30,565 

6,610,000 

22.168 

3,965,000 

1871 

80,008 

6,489,000 

17,708 

3,945,000 

1872        . 

29,893 

6,719.011 

28,211 

5,171,000 

1878 

81,971 

7,372,202 

22,757 

5,154,398 

1874        . 

• 

30,493 

7,593,224 

28,807 

5,506,948 

In  1874  only  10,136  French  ships,  of  2,521,328  tons,  entered  the 
French  ports,  against  20,357  foreign  ships  of  5,071,896  tons.  The 
French  flag  therefore  floated  above  only  one'-third  of  the  vessels  which 
entered  the  ports  of  France;  while,  by  a  similar  calculation  of  the  ships 
cleared,  two-fifths  can  be  ascribed  to  the  French  flag. 

The  part  taken  by  the  French  flag  in  the  maritime  commerce  of 
France  since  1865  is  as  follows : — 


Entered. 

aeared.  . 

Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Ships. 

Tonnage. 

1865       .. 

11,349 

1,988,000 

9,605 

1,648,000 

1866        . 

10,805 

2,041,000 

8,766 

1,782,000 

1867        . 

11,607 

2,286,000 

8,474 

1,860,000 

1868 

11,207 

2,318.000 

8,201 

.     1,907,000 

1869 

10,880 

2,245,000 

7,997 

1,919,000 

1876 

9,841 

2,092,000 

6,587 

1,668,000 

1871 

9,273 

1,966,000 

6,406 

1,645,000 

1872      ,. 

10.208 

2,297,911 

9,048 

2,191,994 

1878        . 

10,001 

2,894,574 

8,667 

2,186,200 

1874 

10,186 

2,621,328 

9,184 

2,278,949 

By  this  table,  it  will  be  seen  that,  the  movement  of  French  naviga* 
tion  has  been  generally  progressing,  though  it  was  checked  for  a  whilo 
by  the  events  of  1870-71.  Comparing  the  two  extreme  years  of  this 
decennial  period  we  find  in  1874  an  augmentation  of  538,328  tons  in 
the  ships  entered,  and  625,949  tons  in  the  ships  cleared.  While,  on  the 
contrary,  the  number  of  ships  entered  has  diminished  by  1,213,  and 
the  number  of  ships  cleared,  by  471,  a  diminution  to  be  accounted  for 
by  the  substitution  of  large  ships  for  small,  as  above  noticed. 

The  whole  number  of  sailing  vessels  and  steamers  in  1872  of  the 
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French  mercantile  marine  was  15,574,  of  which  512  were  steamnrs,  98 
of  these  steamers  beiog  above  200-hor8e  power,  87  bet«reen  lOOvnid 
200-hor8e  power,  and  95  between  60  and  100.  24rl  of  these  steamers 
belong  to  the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  218  to  those  in  ihe 
Atlantic.  The  total  mercantile  navy  of  1872  was  distributed  as  follows : 
6,935  ships  were  employed  in  fishing  in  European  waters,  482  on  the 
the  coasts  of  Iceland,  Labrador,  &c.,  2,804  in  the  coasting  trade,  1,452 
in  navigation  in  the  seas  of  Europe  and  in  the  Mediterranean,  1,899  in 
long  Toyages,  245  in  |)ilotage  and  harbour  service,  88  vessels  were 
yachts,  269  were  undesignated  or  eounted  as  lost.  Of  the  whole  mer- 
cantile navy,  a  little  more  than  one-fourth  belongs  to  the  ports  of  the 
Mediterranean,  the  rest  to  the  ports  of  the  Atlantic. 

Three  ships,  British  and  foreign,  were  stranded  in  the  course  of 
1875,  and  one  British  ship  in  this  year  at  Audresselles,  the  cause  of 
stranding  were  in  each  case  the  same,  and  the  same  also  as  have 
opwsteddn  previous  years  to  produce  fhis  kind  of  accident.  In  foggy 
wMtfaer  the  mastem,  to  use  a  seaman's  expression,  ''oyerrun  their 
lojpf**'  that  is  to  say,  by  failing  to  take  sufficient  account  of  favourable 
wmds  and  tide,  they  run  a  much  longer  distance  than  they  make  out 
by  their  redronings,  and  when  they  see  the  light  of  Orisnez  mistake  it 
for  ikmt  of  Dungeoess,  and  find  themselves  on  the  Erench  coast  when 
tbe^  imagine  that  they  are  on  the  English.  It  is  true,  that  the  Ught  of 
Qrisnez  revolves^  and  that  of  Dungeness  is  fixed,  but  they  say  that  the 
effects  of  fog  are  often  such  as  to  give  to  a  fixed  light  the  appearance 
of  a  fe^olving  one.  The  double  light  near  Etaples  has  also  been  mis- 
taken for  that  of  the  South  Foreland.  It  is  a  question,  therefore, 
'Whether  the  lights  on  the'French  and  English  coasts  Jiave  such  disiin- 
(oishiBg  diftnsntial  characters  given  to  them  as  to  obriate  the  fre- 
quent clangers  of  mistakes,  often  attended  with  loss  of  lives  as  weU  as 
loss -of  cargo.  The  chief  cause  of  most  of  tiiese  disasl^rs  is,  howeyer, 
the  absence  of  the  use  of  the  lead. 

It  may  finally  be  noticed  here,  that  ships  have  been  arriving  lately 
at  this  port  under  the  Belgian  flag,  which  are  of  British  origin,  and 
with  British  crews ;  but  which  have  been  registered  in  Belgium  evi* 
dently  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  the  Merchant  Shipping  Acts,  recently 
pasBsd  by  the  British  legislature. 

The  returns  of  British  ships,  and  of  British  and  foreign  shipa 
coming  to  this  port  in  1874,  are  here  given  in  tabular  form : 
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The  coasting  trade  was  not  so  active  ia  the  year  1874  as  in  the 
preceding  year.  The  number  of  French  coasting  ships,  with  their 
tonnage,  wliich  entered  this  port  in  the  two  year^  were — 


1373 
1874 


82,015 
27,684 


The  imports  and  exports  were  composed  of  much  the  same  commo- 
dities as  in  prerious  years,  the  imports  consisting  of  iron  ore,  salt,  and 
biulding  materials;  and  the  exports  of  cement,  saltfish,  and  general 
merchandize. 

Custom-house  Eeceipts. 

In  consequence  of  the  decrease  of  the  import  trade  during  the  year 
1874,  from  the  circumstances  before  mentioned,  and  espeoially  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  large  increase  of  export's  in  1872,  arising  from  the 
expected  augmentation  of  duties,  the  custom-house  receipts  for  this 
port  did  not  recover  from  the  depression  of  1873.  Nevertheless,  they 
showed  only  a  diminution  of  a  little  under  1,000/.  on  the  receipts  of  the 
previous  year. 


Whence  derived. 

1874. 

1878. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Import  duties 
Export     „ 
Droits  de  statistique 
Kavigation  dues 

Salt  dues 

Other  receipts 

Francs. 

6,510.714 

16,024 

102,986 

214,197 

81,788 

72,626 

Francs. 

6,505,560 

88,427 

109,027 

229,546 

181,248 

14,401 

Francs. 
6,191 

58,'225 

Francs. 

17,*403 

6,041 

15,849 

49,460 

Total       .. 

6,998,857 

7,023,194 

68,416 

I. 

88,258 

24, 

887 

24,837 

TBAns  AiTD  Commerce. 

The  commercial  situation  of  the  country  shows  at  the  present  time 
an  immense  improvement  on  that  of  the  date  of  a  twelvemonth  back. 
This  is  in  great  measure  to  be  attributed  to  the  vote  of  the  National 
Assembly  of  February  26th  of  this  year,  by  which  a  Government  has 
been  given  to  the  French  nation  which  has  conferred  upon  it  settled 
and  constitutional  institutions. 

The  first  seven  months  of  this  year  show  for  the  whole  of  France  a 
large  increase  of  the  export  trade,  with  a  small  decrease,  however,  of 
the  imports,  the  figures  oeing  for  the  £rst  seven  months  of  1874  and 
1875  respectively — 


1875. 

1874. 

Imports 

Exports 

Francs. 

2,085,746,000 
2,248,282,000 

Francs. 
2,079,587,000 
1,988,085,000 

Total        .. 

4,278,978,000 

8,062,522,000 
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Bj  which  it  appears  that  the  exports,  for  the  first  seven  months  of 
1875  exceed  those  of  the  first  seven  months  of  1874,  and  amounted  1x> 
nearly  to  90,000,000/.  sterling. 

Notwithstanding  the  political  uncertainty  in  which  the  destinies  of 
the  country  were  involved  during  the  whole  of  the  year  1871,  the 
main  commercial  results  of  the  year  were  not  unsatisfactory.  A  great 
amelioration  having  taken  place  during  the  last  six  months  of  the  year, 
which  proved  that  the  apprehensions  formed  towards  the  conclusion  of 
the  first  half  year,  and  which  prevailed  at  the  time  when  I  sent  in 
my  last  report,  were  unfounded.  During  the  first  part  of  L87%,  indeed, 
contrary  to  the  usual  course  o£  French  commerce  q£  lata  yeiirs,  tiie 
exports  decHT^ased  and  the  imports  increased,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the 
first  six  months  the  exports  showed  a  decrease  of  197,274,000  fr.  In 
the  month  of  July,  however,  an  amelioration  set  in,  which  became 
more  and  more  decided  as  the  year  progressed,  and  which  has  declared 
itself  in  a  still  more  marked  measure  in  the*present  year. 

The  whole  commercial  movement  of  the  year  1874  as  compared 
with  the  year  1873  was  as  follows : — 


llCPOBTS. 

1874. 

1873. 

Articles  of  food     .. 
Baw  materiais 
Mannfactared  goods 
Other  goods 

Francs. 

931,li^8.000 

2/207,589,000 

886,122,000 

168,102,000 

Francs. 

938,510.000 

2,108.269,000 

342  860,000 

105,160,000 

Total 

3,748,011,000 

3,654,789,000 

EXPOBT& 

1S74. 

1873. 

MamifBetared  goods 
Articles  of  food     . . 

Franca. 
2,172,669,000 
1,491,676,000 
218,509.000 

Francs. 
2,142,586,000 
1,446,219,000 

io»,6oi,-oeo 

Total 

8,877,768,000 

8,787,808,000 

The  prirLcipal  articles  imported  into  France  for  home  consumption, 
"  commerce  special,**  are  raw  silk,  cotton,  wool,  wood,  cattle,  coal,  un« 
dressed  skins  and  furs.  In  1873  the  quantity  of  impaited  silk  attained 
its  maximum  in  value,  amounting  to  352,000,000  fr.,  11,080,000/. 

The  chief  exports  are  tissues  of  silk,  wool,  cotton,  aud  linen.  After 
these,  the  article*  chiefiy  exported  in  1873  were — 


Wine 

Cleaned  and.  tanned  skins   . 

Toy  trade 

Cereals  

Refined  saaoiX 

Silk 


Currency. 


Francs. 
281,800.000 
231,500,000 
184,800,000 
175,000,000 
121,300,^00 
100,300,000  . 


Slerling. 


£ 

11,252,000 
9,260,..00 
7.892.000 
7,000,000 
4,852,000 
4,012,000 


Digitized  by 


V^OOglc 


BovLoune. 


81 


riie  foreign  sale  k  very  considerable  in  boota  and  metal  works, 
readf  made  eiotbes,  spirituous  liquors,  wool,  cheese  and  butter.  The 
foreign  enorts,  of  chemical  products,  paper,  pottery,  ^lass  and  OTystal, 
fanrsea  ana  cattle,  common  wood,  cotton  and  woollen  thread,  raw  sugar, 
piate  and  jewellery,  vary  in  each  commodity  from  between  40,000,000  fir* 
to  70,000,000  fr.  Of  the  general  commerce  of  France,  9,888,000,000  fr., 
two-thirds  was  due  to  the  imports  and  exports  of  the  sea  board, 
one-third  to  the  imports  and  exports  by  land.  In  previous  years,  how- 
ever, iu  1860, 1861,  and  1862,  the  imports  and  exports  by  sea  amounted 
to  four-fifths. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  Frauce,  or  its  foreign  trade,  are  very 
insufficient  data  for  estimating  the  wealth  and  industry  of  the  country. 
The  interior  commerce,  which  embraces  all  the  business  which  is  trans- 
acted between  the  individuals  of  the  same  nation,  forms  the  great  bulk 
of  the  occupation  of  French  commerce  and  industry ;  and  it  is  sup- 
poaed  that  it  would  be  below  the  truth  to  estimate  this  as  being  twenty 
tinMB  m<»e  considerable  in  value  than  its  foreign  trade.  The  foreira 
commerce  of  France,  in  f»ict,  is  merely  supplementary  to  its  home  trade, 
and  Bervea  to  complete  a  deficiency  in  articles  required  for  home  con- 
sumption, or  to  get  rid  of  the  superfluity  of  its  manufactures. 

Impoets  akd  Exports. 

The  movement  of  increase  of  the  exports  and  decrease  of  im- 
ports which  has  disftinguished  the  whole  commerce  of  France,  and 
which  has  been  more  and  more  noticeable  of  late  years  has  been  very 
marked  in  some  of  the  imports  of  the  past  twelve  months  at  Boulogne- 
sur-Mer. 

In  all  tiie  next-mentioned  articles  of  import  there  is  a  decrease,  as 
as  follows  ^^ 


COSIA 

Ironors  .. 
WRraghi  iron    . . 
Wood  fi>r  building 
Wool       •  •  •  • 

Orain 

Fresh,  salt,  and  dried  fish 
Xaiuifactajaed  metal 
SUel       


1878. 


Kilos. 

169,150,391 

21,01&,000 

9,362,362 

8.00»,135 

16,529,800 

8,809,362 

3,169,' 89 

1.025^01 

488,960 


1874. 


Kilos. 

128,573,085 

16,086,000 

5,171,678 

2,599,984 

11.687,674 

7,580  862 

1,583.1-^9 

776,675 

899,095 


Deoresw. 


Kilos. 

46,577,856 

4,982,000 

4,191,274 

1,590,151 

4,842,187 

1,228.500 

1,574,450 

249,226 

189,875 


The  articles  of  import  in  which  there  was  an  increase,  were :  — 

1873. 

1874. 

Increase. 

GMiontisnies 

Weollon    „                   ..        .. 

Silk,raw 

Ooitonthroad 

WooUea  „         

Bepbants*  tasks 

Kilos. 
900,885 
1,67H,494 
810,254 
743,777 
889.848 
66,874 

Kilos. 

1.867,325 

1,606  000 

•  1,054,820 

906.177 

86a,2:)2 

87,189 

Kilos. 
967,970 

28,594 
244.56S 
262,400 

24.604 

20,815 

Many  articles  of  import  remained  stationnry,  among  them  were 
machinery  of  all  kinds  which  amounted  to  776,037  kilos. 
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In  most  of  the  articles  of  import  in  which  a  decrease  is  to  be  foond 
for  the  year  1874  compared  with  1873,  there  was  an  increase  on  the 
figures  of  the  corresponding  articles  for  1872. 

The  "  tableau  general "  of  the  commerce  of  France  for  the  year  1874 
has  not  yet  been  published,  from  which  alone  the  values  of  the  exported 
articles  for  the  year  can  be  accurately  known. 

The  value,  however,  of  the  whole*  of  the  imports  for  Boulogne  in 
1871, 1872,  and  1873  can  be  found,  and  are  for  the  three  years  as  . 
follows : — 

Impobts. 

£ 

isri 11,762,101 

1872 15,181,768 

1878 14,488,846 

The  whole  value  of  imports  for  1869,  was  10,027,441?.,  so  that  the 
value  of  the  imports  for  the  year  1873  was  4,456,4057.  in  excess  above 
those  of  1869;  thus  the  import  trade  had  increased  in  1873  nearly  one 
half  since  the  war  with  Q-urmany. 

The  amount  of  gold  and  silver  bullion  imported  into  Boulogne  In 
1873,  amounted  to  3,574,6047. 

The  increase  of  weight  in  the  chief  articles  exported  is  set  forth  in 
the  following  table : — 


Mftnuractured  metal 

Glass 

Woollen  tisBuea 

Sugar 

Silk  tiasoes  . . 

Haberdashery 

Meat,  freah  and  aalfc 

Table  imit   .. 

Fieah  vegetables     . . 

Game  and  poultry  « . 

Cheese 

Clocks 

Paper  and  paper  goods 


vme 
Musical  instraments 
Artificial  flowers    .« 


1878. 


2,920,682 

4,496,395 

2,797,819 

850,115 

1,040,479 

684,983 

660,262 

1,287,779 

1,030,290 

809,371 

136,691 

241,908 

790,429 

2,672,803 

8,292,682 

8,298,762 

296,782 


1874. 


6,618,710 

6,281,260 

8,108.694 

2,603,840 

1,412,789 

811,094 

707,870 

1,256.784 

1,148,659 

824,600 

211,820 

803,903 

980,861 

2,676,038 

8,496,716 

6,780.655 

620,442 


Compared  with  the  above  table,  the  list  of  articles  which  have 
decreased  in  export  are  very  few.  The  most  noticeable  among  other 
articles  which  have  thus -fallen  off,  are  potatoes,  1873,  8,808,279  kilos. ; 
1874,  4,879,514  kilos. 

The  supply  of  phosphate  also,  which  I  reported  as  coming  from 
Desvres,  has  much  diminished ;  two  ships  only  took  cargoes  of  this 
manure  this  year  to  England,  and  a  little  of  it  went  to  Hollaod  and 
Denmark ;  the  main  part  of  it  has  been  used  up  in  the  manufacture  of 
phosphorous  matches,  which  has  been  establisned  on  the  banks  of  the 
Liane. 

The  whole  value  of  the  exported  commodities  from  Boulogne  for 
the  year  1873  was  12,676,9307.  The  bullion  exported  amounted  to 
445,9007. 

Owing  to  the  exceptional  character  of  this  year  1873,  the  exported 
commodities,  excluding  gold  and  silver  were  less  in  value  than  those 
imported  by  2,206,916/. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


l^e  valae  of  the  exports,  however,  are  still  greater  than  they  were 
in  1869,  and  very  nearly  equal  to  the  exports  of  1871.  The  raiues  of 
the  whole  exports  of  commodities  for  the  three  years,  1871, 1872,  and 
187*^,  being  as  follows : — 

BXFOBTB. 

1871 12;ro»,675 

1872 11,859,904 

1878 li,676,980 

This  excess  of  imports  over  exports  for  1873  is  an  exceptional  circuiu 
stance  in  the  annals  of  the  commerce  of  Boulogne,  and  is  to  bo 
accounted  for  by  the  unnatural  stimulus  given  to  the  import  trade 
dnring  these  years,  as  before  mentioned,  by  local  causes,  and  also  by 
the  uncertainty  of  the  political  condition  of  France.  The  export  tnde, 
however,  as  has  been  seen,  recovered  itself  in  1874,  and  in  tne  present 
year  is  expanding  with  increased  energy,  so  that  the  preponderance  of 
exports  over  imports  will  be  restored  for  both  these  years.  For  the 
whole  of  France  in  1878  the  exports  amounted  to  148,748,432/.,  and  the 
imports  to  132,748,432/.  being  an  excess  of  nearly  11,000,000/.  sterling 
of  exports  over  imports.  Of  these  exports  and  imports  the  portions  to 
be  assigned  to  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  are  as  follows :  value  of 
exports  to  United  Kingdom,  43,841,465/. ;  value  of  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  80,511,559/.  The  portion,  however,  of  the  whole 
importations  from  the  United  Kingdom  which  is  to  be  attributed  to 
imports  of  British  produce  alone  is  about  one  half  in  amount. 

The  value  of  exports  into  the  United  Kingdom  from  Boulogne 
being,  in  1873,  12,676,930/.,  and  the  value  of  the  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom  into  Boulogne  being  in  the  same  year  14,483,846/., 
it  will  be  seen  that  in  1873,  a  bad  year  for  exports,  more  than  a  quarter 
of  the  exports  from  France  to  Great  Britain,  and  nearly  one-half  of  the 
imports  from  Great  Britain  into  France  passed  through  this  port.  The 
usual  proportion  of  such  exports  is  indeed  about  one-third. 

Considerable  variations  took  place  in  the  import  and  export  of 
horses.  The  number  of  horses  exported  during  the  year  1874  was 
much  less  than  those  exported  in  1873,  and  amounted  only  to  2,887, 
against  4,214  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  horses  imported 
from  England,  on  the  contrary,  increased,  and  amounted  to  1,151, 
against  1,026  in  1873.  As  before,  the  horses  imported  were  of  a  finer 
breed  than  those  exported,  the  latter  being  chiefly  horses  of  draught  for 
omnibuses  and  uses  of  commerce.  The  number  of  oxen  exported 
increased  from  72  to  419 ;  the  number  of  pigs  increased  from  804  to 
6,789,  while  the  export  of  sheep  diminished  from  4,695  to  1,117 ;  and 
there  were  also  imported  in  the  vear  from  England  532  dogs. 

l%e  number  of  passengers  who  passed  Boulogne  in  1874  were  54,065 
entered,  and  56,845  departed,  making  together  a  total  of  110,410. 

FiSHEBIES. 

The  whole  maritime  inscription  of  the  district  of  Boulogne 
amounted  in  1874  to  4,447  seamen,  of  whom  217  were  engaged  in  the 
service  of  the  Government. 

The  port  of  Boulogne,  independently  of  Etaples,  Portel,  and 
Equihen,  counted  2,521  seamen  on  the  1st  January,  1875,  against 
2,368  on  the  1st  January,  1874. 

The  whole  number  of  fishing  boats  is  294,  of  which  50  belong  to 
the  port  of  Etaples,  11  to  Portel,  43  to  Equihen,  besides  8  ships  fitted 
for  the  cod  fishery  on  the  coasts  of  Iceland. 

[858]  t> 
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;U  FRANCE. 

The  produce  of  the  fishery  for  the  whole  diBtrict  amounted  in  the 
year  1874  to  7,433,227  fr.  (or  297,329Z.)-  This  total  denotes  a  decrease 
in  the  amount  of  fisheries,  which  was  really  in  1873,  8,876^000  fr.,  for 
335,000/.)  and  not  9,242,768  fr.,  as  was  stated  in  my  last  report,  ia 
consequence  of  an  error  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Fisheries 
for  that  year. 

The  comparative  values  of  the  produce  oFthe  fisheries  of  the  neigh- 
bouring ports  are  for  1873 — 

Francs. 

Boulogne         8,875,000 

Dunkirk  5,191,600 

St.  Valery       1,940,889 

Calais 1,271,297 

The  lesser  amount  of  the  value  of  the  produce  of  the  fishmes  of 
Boulogne  in  the  year  1874  is,  however,  due  not  so  much  to  a  dimi- 
nution of  quantity  in  the  takes,  as  to  a.decrease  of  price  in  the  herring, 
of  which  the  mean  price  for  the  vear  was  316  fr.  the  last,  contrasted 
with  442  fr.  in  1873.  However, 'all  the  fisheries  fell  off  slightly  in 
quantity  during  the  past  year,  and  the  produce  of  the  sades  of  fresh 
fish  fell  off  in  the  course  of  the  year  from  1,688,295  fr.  in  1878  to 
l,418,716fr.  inl874. 

The  importation  of  fresh  fish  also  fell  off  in  the  course  of' the  year. 
I  have  not  heen  ahle  to  obtain  the  figures  so  as  to  set  forth  the 
decrease  in  the  importation  of  fresh  fish,  but  the  whole  importations 
of  foreign  fish,  including  fresh,  salted,  and  dried  fish,  decreased  from 
3,169,589  kilos,  in  1873  to  1,582,129  kilos,  in  1874. 

The  produce  of  the  herring  fisheries  during  the  seasons  of  the 
"  harengaison,''  wliich  commences  in  July  and  ends  in  March  of  each 
year,  were  respectively — 


Quantity. 

Value. 

For  1878-74 
1874-75 

Kilos. 
17,160,208 
17,452,208 

Francs. 
5,085,741 
8,648,811 

Eight  boats  were  last  year  employed  in  the  Iceland  cod-fisheries. 
These  boats  are,  of  course,  of  larger  dimensions  than  the  boats  em- 
ployed in  the  other  kinds  of  fiohing,  and  average  150  tons  each,  and 
employ  172  men.  The  produce  of  the  fishing  for  the  year  1874 
amounted  nearly  to  15,000/.  These  boats  are  employed  in  the  cod- 
fishery  from  March  to  August.  There  is  about  six  weeks'  difference 
between  the  first  and  tlie  last  in  point  of  departure,  and  they  begin  to 
return  at  the  latter  end  of  July,  and  all  are  back  by  the  first  week  in 
September,  when  they  clean  and  repair,  and  engage  in  the  coasting 
trade  during  the  winter  months. 

Indcstut. 

The  manufacture  of  Portland  cement  is  carried  on  in  the  district 
with  increasing  activity.  New  and  large  works  for  the  production  of 
'this  product  have  lately  been  opened  at  Desvres  on  the  new  line  opened 
to  St.  Omer ;  other  woi  ks  have  also  been  opened  of  late  years  m  this 
district,  and  others  are  expected  to  be  constituted. 

The  most  important  works  of  the  whole  district  are  at  Boulogne, 
and  are  those  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Lonquety  and  Co.    The  works  are 
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efltablished  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Liane,  aod  oecupj  a  conaiderable 
space  of  ground ;  from  700  to  800  workmen  are  engaged  upon  them  at 
wages  from  2t.  to  4«.  a-daj,  and  the  yearly  production  amounts  to 
about  80,000  tons.  They  consume  yearly  above  40,000  tons  of  coals,  of 
which  about  half  comes  from  England  and  half  from  Belgium.  The 
marl  ("  craie  argileu»e  ")  which  is  used  for  the  manufacture  of  this 
cement  is  very  abundant  in  the  arrondissement,  as  it  is  in  France 
generally,  but  it  is  of  inferior  quality,  and  unequally  composed.  The 
quality  of  mixture  of  clay  and  chalk,  however,  required  for  the  produc- 
tion of  good  cement  is  attained  by  Messrs.  Lonque^  and  Oo.  by  an 
artificial  method,  of  which  they  possess  the  patents  For  this  purpose 
they  have  constituted  patent  dosing  vats,  which  allow  them  to  manu- 
facture cement  of  a  regular  type  and  uniform  standard. 

The  superiority  of  this  cement  is  said  to  have  been  proved  by 
several  test  expenments,  and  especially  that  which  was  employed  in 
the  mwine  port  of  Cherbourg,  where  portions  of  Messrs*  I^nquety's 
cement  have  been  submerged  for  twenty  years,  and  on  which  account  it 
has  obtained  the  preference  for  the  execution  of  large  hydraulic  works 
both  in  France  and  abroad. 

This  cement  is  as  yet  the  only  one,  together  with  some  of  the  chief 
English  msrks,  admitted  to  tender  for  the  ^  French  Qovwnment;  it  is 
also  occasionally  admitted  to  tender  by  the  English  A.dmiralt^  Board. 
It  is  exported  also  to  Americs,  Bussia,  Gkrmany,  Spain,  Gochinohina, 
and  TurKey,  Ac.  The  firm  is  at  present  engaged  in  furnishing  cement 
for  the  harbour  work  at  Socoa,  an  enterprise  in  which  the  nouse  of 
Bazley  White  and  Brothers,  of  London,  is  idso  associated. 

PUBIIO  WOBICS. 

The  opening  of  the  raiiwsy  to  St.  Omer  through  a  district  hitherto 
secluded  from  railway  intercourse,  has  imparted  activity  to  the  industry 
of  the  population  through  which  it  passes,  and  this  is  especially  to  be 
noticed  at  Samer  and  Desvres,  of  the  new  cement  works,  in  which 
latter  place  mention  has  already  been  made.  The  line  to  St.  Pol 
and  Arras,  which  is  to  be  conducted  across  the  department  from  Mon- 
treuil,  is  nearly  completed ;  it  will  probably  be  opened  in  the  course  of 
two  or  three  months.  This  railway,  too,  is  much  needed  for  the  agri- 
culture and  industry  of  the  country  through  which  it  will  pass,  and  will 
probably  bare  still  greater  effeet  than  that  of  St.  Omer  in  stimulating 
the  commercial  and  industrial  activity  of  the  remote  parts  of  the 
department.  Preparations  for  transferring  the  embarkation  and  dis- 
embarkation of  passengers  and  goods  to  the  other  side  of  the  port,  are 
proceeding  with  great  activity,  the  custom  buildings  are  nearly  com- 
pleted, and  a  line  of  rail  is  being  laid  down  and  carried  through  tho 
station  on  to  the  Paris  line.  The  arrangements  are  nearly  completed, 
and  in  the  course  of  a  month  or  two  passengers  will  on  disembarking 
be  able  to  ascend  at  once  tho  carriages  wiiich  will  take  them  to  Paris, 
the  journey  to  which  capital  will  then  be  abridged  by  half  an  hour. 

The  project  for  the  deep  water  harbour  after  having  lain  inactive  for 
some  months  under  the  unfavourable  judgmer^t  of  the  department  of  the 
"  Fonts  et  Chauss^es,"  has  lately  revived  again,  in  consequence  of  that 
body  taking  a  more  favourable  view  of  the  undertaking,  and  it  is  now 
hoped  that  the  plans  mentioned  in  my  last  report  may  yet  be  realised. 

An  English  company  has  been  formed  with  considerable  capital,  and 
has  within  the  last  few  weeks  bought  a  strip  of  ground  facing  the  sea, 
beyond  the  "Etablissement,"  comprising  the  two  hotels  of  the"Grand*' 
and  *' Petit"  PaviUion  and  the  intervening  space;  they  propose  to 
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baild  here  a  yacht  dub  and  private  houses,  and  dimr  enterprise  will 
probably  constitnte  a  fresh  element  in  the  prosperity  of  the  town  and 
make  it  a  place  of  increased  resort  for  risitors  in  the  summer  month3. 

AoniClTLTURE. 

The  harvest  of  grass  crops  of  1874  was  a  bad  one  throngfaont 
Trance  generally  and  especially  in  this  departoienty  owing  to  the 
severity  of  the  frosts  and  to  the  dry  weather  which  prevailed  during 
the  spring;  the  grain  crops  were,  however,  exceptionally  abundant. 
The  harvest  of  grass  crops  in  the  ^ear  1875  was  likewise  deficient^ 
and  the  firain  harvest  was  also  much  inferior  to  that  of  last  year,  and 
may  be  duissed  only  as  moderate. 

The  total  of  the  com  harvest  of  1874  for  France  has  been  calculated 
to  have  attained  the  extraordinary  figure  of  130,000,000  hectolitres; 
the  total  of  the  com  harvest  of  the  present  year  is  considered  to  range 
between  79,000,000  hectolitres  and  85,000,000  hectolitres. 

The  quantity  of  com  required  for  seed  for  the  coming  year  is  cal- 
culated  at  14,000,000  hectolitres,  and  72,000,000  hectolitres  are  required 
for  home  consumption ;  there  would,  therefore,  remain  no  margin  for 
export  were  it  not  the  case  that  there  still  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  growers  of  com,  and  of  the  merchants,  large  surpluses  of  the 
harvest  of  the  preceding  year,  so  that  it  is  calculated  there  will  still 
remain  in  France  some  millions  of  hectolitres  for  exportation.  The 
({uantity  available  for  export  purposes  has  bei^n  increased  by  large 
imports  of  corn  from  the  licvant  and  from  America,  which  were  con- 
tracted for  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer,  when  the  fears  for  the 
future  of  the  harvest  were  exaggerated  by  reason  of  the  bad  weather 
which  then  prevailed. 

The  impressions  at  first  among  agriculturists  with  respect  to  the 
harvest  of  1875,  were  owing  to  the  bad  yields  coming  from  the  fibwt 
threshings  of  so  unfavourable  a  character  as  to  induce  them  to  think 
the  harvest  worse  than  it  really  is ;  consequently  they  held  back  and 
resisted  all  offers  on  the  part  of  purchasers,  and  this  facilitated  still 
more  the  arrival  of  foreign  wheat.  The  result  has  been  that  a  great 
crisis  has  been  produced  in  the  corn  markets  of  Marseilles  and  of 
the  Channel,  and  that  now  a  fall  of  prices  has  set  in  which  will  probably 
succeed  in  stopping  further  importations. 

In  this  deparhnent  the  harvest  has  been  moderate  for  wheat, 
tolerable  for  barley  and  for  oats,  and  good  for  rye.  In  1874  not  only 
was  the  corn  harvest  exceptionally  good  throughout  France,  but  the 
vintaffe  also  was  of  almost  unprecedented  abundance. 

The  total  of  the  vintage  of  1878  was  85,751,000  hectolitres ;  that 
of  1874  gave  a  total  of  68,146,125  hectolitres,  and  this  extraordinary 
abundance  of  both  wine  and  com  in  France  naturaUy  has  done  more 
towards  swelling  the  export  trade  of  the  country  to  its  present  unprece- 
dented amount  and  towards  increasing  its  prosperity. 

Persistent  efforts  are  being  made  by  the  cultivators  of  this  district 
in  the  way  of  improving  the  agricultural  processes  and  in  the  way  of 
changing  the  crops,  so  lus  to  procure  the  greatest  amount  of  return 
from  the  soil. 

Corn  and  artificial  grasses  and  pasturage  still  engage  the  greatest 
amount  of  agricultural  capital  and  labour.  The  cultivation,  however, 
of  beetroot  and  colsa  is  increasing,  and  will  probably  still  continue  to 
increase  ;^  that  of  beetroot  especially,  owing  to  the  large  increase  of  the 
export  of  sugar  to  Eugland  from  this  port,  and  to  the  opening  also  of 
the  new  lines  of  railway,  still  continues  to  advance. 
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Tfae  increoBe  also  of  the  export  of  eggs,  butter,  poultry,  yegetablet, 
Ac,  still  continues  to  maintain  itself,  and  calls  into  increased  activity 
the  industry  and  thrift  of  the  farming  population  of  the  immediate 
neighbourhood. 

The  employment  also  of  agricultural  machines  for  reaping,  mowing, 
and  thrashing  is  becoming  slowly  more  general,  owing  chiefly  to  the 
increase  of  the  price  of  labour,  and  the  agricultural  societies  of  the 
Fas  de  Calais  displapr  great  vigilance  and  actirity  in  discovering  and 
adopting  the  latest  improvements  in  agriculture  and  endeavouring  to 
disseminate  their  use  among  the  agriculturists  of  the  department* 

Boulogne,  September  30, 1875. 
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GERMANY. 

BRESLATJ  AND  SILESIA. 

The  Trade  of  the  Province  of  ^tlesia  in  1874,  ae  represented  hy  the 
Ohamber  of  Commerce  of  the  City  ofBreslau  in  its  Report  to  the 
Oovemment  at  Berlin.    Fonoaraed  hy  Mr,  Consul  Hertslet, 

At  the  oommencement  of  the  year  1874,  everybody  was  inclined  to 
look  with  a  sort  of  agreeable  certainty  to  future  prosperity.  People 
said  that,  after  the  crisis  of  the  last  summer  had  been  so  luckilv 
got  over,  a  condition  of  commercial  re-convalescence  had  commenced, 
and  it  was  hoped  that  this  period  would  be  happily  got  over  and  be 
followed  by  a  state  of  health  which  might  be  expected  in  a  body  of 
naturally  strong  constitution.  Unfortunately  these  expectations  have 
not  been  realized ;  during  the  year  new  symptoms  of  sickness  made 
their  appearance.  Commerce  and  industry  could  not  make  the  neces- 
sary and  wished- for  start,  and  on  all  sides  nothing  was  to  be  heard  but 
general  complaints  of  insufficient  and  badl^  paying  employment.  On 
the  publication  of  the  reports  of  the  international  commerce  the  startling 
fact  was  observed  that  the  exportation  from  Germany  instead  of  increas- 
ing had  decreased  considerably  during  the  last  few  years,  and  the  reasons 
for  this  lamentable  occurrence  were  anxiously  sought  for.  It  became 
evident  that  in  nearly  all  the  industrial  establishments  enormous  exten- 
sions had  taken  place,  which  very  often  bore  no  proportion  to  the  means 
of  carrying  them  out,  or  to  the  places  which  they  were  intended  to 
supply  with  wares,  through  which  the  cost  of  production  was  considerably 
heightened,  and  wages  had  been  rapidly  driven  up,  which,  however,  had 
not  brought  about  any  improvement,  but  on  the  contrary  went  hand  in 
hand  with  a  very  remarkable  deterioration  of  the  articles  produced.  In 
this  the  chief  causes  of  the  decrease  in  Silesian  exportations  were 
found,  the  influence  of  which  could  almost  be  mathematically  determined 
for  particular  branches  or  estabb'shments,  but  nobody  was  able  to 
BVLgwdBt  any  practical  method  of  quickly  getting  quit  of  these  causes. 
At  first,  the  lowering  of  wages  was  attempted,  but  this  method  was  not 
followed  by  any  particular  result.  But,  nevertheless,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that  Germany  on  the  whole  for  years  to  come  will  have  to 
contend  against  the  high  rate  of  wages,  and  in  a  similar  manner  it  is  but 
too  evident  that  those  establishments  or  undertakings  which  have  been 
extended  out  of  all  correct  or  reasonable  calculation  will  only  be  able 
to  render  these  mistaken  speculations  in  any  way  lucrative  by  a  long 
period  of  patience  and  endurance. 

The  political  features  of  1874  were  likewise  not  encouraging  to 
commerce;  the  Spanish  difficulties,  the  attempt  on  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Empire,  the  struggle  against  the  assumption  of  Borne,  were  not 
of  a  description  to  give  vigour  to  the  exchanges.  Added  to  which, 
speculation  was  cooled  by  the  facts  which  became  known  relative  to 
the  alterations  in  German  moneys  and  coins,  and  on  which  account 
manv  fears  were  entertained,  which  it  must  be  hoped  are  much  exagge- 
rated, and  it  is  likewise  hoped  that  the  next  report  may  notify  a  more 
healthy  condition  of  mercantile  affairs. 
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Bonis. — The    extent    of    bankiog    business    at    Breslau    was    ns 
follows : — 


1874. 

1878. 

1.  Boyal  Bnneh  Rank . . 

2.  Town  Bank 

3.  Sileaian  Rank  Yerein 

4.  Brealaa  DiBcount  Bank 

5.  Silesian  Yerein  Bank 

6.  Breslan  Wechaler  Rank      . . 

TbaleiB. 
835,748,600 

82,445,094 
184,000,000 
508,000,000 
815,917,925 
218,100,681 

Thalere. 
488,242,400 

46,455.816 
160,000,000 
958,000,000 
830,658,997 
402,805,604 

ToUl 

Equal  to 

1,589,207,150 
280,881,072/. 

2,871,162,816 
856,674,422/. 

The  profit  accounts  of  these  banks  were  as  follows : — 


1874. 

1878. 

Thalerg. 

Tbalera. 

1.  Bojal  Branch  Bank. . 

426,400 

750,251 

S.  Town  Bank 

105,121 

128,158 

8.  SUeaian  Bank  Yerem 

652,811 

585,649 

4.  Bredan  Dlecoant  Bank 

670,648 

741,818 

5.  Siledan  Yerein  Bank 

267,961 

886,601 

6.  Bretlau  Wechaler  Bank 

484,104 

469,160  Loeg. 

These  banks  paid  dividends  as  follows : — 


1874. 

1873. 

1.  Boyal  Branch  Bank 

2.  TownBank 

8.  SUeaian  Bank  Yerein         

4.  Brealao  Diaconnt  Bank       

&  Sileaian  Yerein  Bank         

6.  Breslan  Wecfasler  Bank 

Per  Cent. 

t 

? 
6 
4 
6 

^ 

Per  Cent. 

1 

1 
6 

2i 
7 

Sugar. — ^The  number  of  beetroot  sugar  manufactories  in  Silesia  is 
forty-nine,  and  the  quantities  of  b^t  sugar  produced  were  as 
follows : — 

CwtB. 

Qnantitioi  prodaccd  in  1 872-73  8,482,937 

„  „  1878-74  7,022,264 

Spirits  cf  Wine, — ^The  number  of  alcohol  distilleries  id  the  province 
is  1,142. 

Chm  and  Chain. — The  average  prices  of  corn  and  grain  during  the 
year  1874  have  been  as  follows : — 


Wheat. 


High  mixed 
Mixed  .. 
Ordfotry 


Per  too  Kilos. 

Th.  Bgr.  pf. 

8      9      2. 

7    28     5     . 

7      8      9. 


Ditto,  red 


Per  100  Kilos. 

Th.  8gr.  pf. 

7    28    10 

7    19      6 

7      4      1 
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Kti. 

Til.  8gr.  pf. 

Fine 6    20     7 

Middle 6     9    11 

Ordiniury  5    25      2 

Bablet. 

Th.  8gr.  pf. 

Pine 6    20    10 

Middle 6    10     4 

Ordinary  5    25     7 

Oats. 

Th.  Bgr.  pf. 

Pine 6     5     1 

Middle  ..         ..         « 6    29     9 

Ordinary  5   21    10 

PCAS. 

Th.8gr,  pf. 

Pine 6    20     5 

Middle 6    10     5 

Ordinary 5    29     4 

Lurs£ED. 

Th.  Bgr.  pf. 

Pine 9     4     1 

Middle 8    10     1 

Ordinary  ..        .•        7   12     6 

6  th.  28  Bgr,  equal  U. 

Ihbacco. — About  6,000,000  square  metres  were  planted  with  tobacco 
in  Silesia  in  1874. 

Flax. — The  flax  trade  appears  to  have  been  very  dull  in  Silesia  in 
1874.  The  Quantity  of  flax  grown  in  Silesia  appears  to  vary  very 
much;  in  1870, 11,874  cwts.  came  to  the  Breslau  markets;  in  1871, 
4,243  cwts.;  1872,  2,410  cwts.;  1873,  2,644  cwts.;  and  in  1874, 
2,155  cwts.,  valued  at  16  th.  20  sgr.  to  24  th.  per  cwt.,  according  to 
quality.  About, 50,000  cwts.  of  Bussian  flax  were  oflered  for  sale 
by  sample,  at  iirom  12  to  13  th.  against  the  usual  average  price  of 
14  to  15  th.  per  cwt.,  and  from  other  sources  about  13,000  cwts.  were 
offered,  likewise  at  a  price  reduction  of  2  to  3  th.  per  cwt.  lower  than 
usual;  but  only  small  business  was  done,  and  never  before  has  so 
ittle  been  done  in  flax  as  in  1874 ;  the  spinners  being  nil  overstocked 
with  unsold  yam. 

Lin$eed  {sowing).    The  following  quantities  of  sowing  seed  were 
imported  by  way  of  Stettin  in  1873 : — 

Barrels. 

From  Pemaa 84,000 

Beral 6,000 

Windaa 1,800 

Biga       10,000 

Total       60,800 


One-third  of  which  was  sold  in  Silesia,  and  the  remainder  chiefly  to 
Bohemia  and  Moravia,  the  direct  railway  tariff  making  it  cheaper  to 
forward  goods  to  Austria  than  to  here.  Prices  receded  for  remau 
seed  from  18f  to  10  th.,  and  other  sorts  in  proportion.  Formerly 
Breslau  was  the  chief  staple  place  for  sowing  seed  for  the  Bohemian 
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and  Moravian  dealers,  but  the  direct  railway  tariff  system  has  altered 
all  that 

Orapei.^'The  Imperial  Post  forwarded  80,048  cases  of  grapes  in 
fifty  days  from  Griinberg  in  1874,  chiefly  for  eating.  The  wine  manu- 
factories paid  18  to  22  th.  for  500  lbs.  of  grapes,  and  2  th.  more  for 
grapes  for  sparkling  wines. 

Coah. — The  report  of  the  coal  production  in  Silesia  for  1878  was  as 
follows : — 


Knmberof 
Mines. 

Qaantiiy 
produced. 

Value. 

Average 
perCwk. 

Number  of 
Workmen. 

Number  of 
their  FamiUes. 

170 

CwtB. 
201,276,593 

Thalere. 
27,709,827 

Sgr. 
4  18 

44,984 

70,859 

In  1874,  in  conse<)uence  of  over-production,  the  trade  has  been  very 
bad.  Prices  at  the  pits  were : — Large  coal  6^  th.,  unscreened  5  to  6  th., 
screened  nuts  3^  th.,  small  2^  to  8  sgr.  per  cwt.,  but  receded  in  autumn 
1  sgr.  per  cwt.,  and  at  many  places  Sritish  coals  could  not  be  competed 
with. 

Peai.— 


Qoaniiiy 
prodnoed. 

Value. 

Average 
per  Cwt 

Number  of 
Workmen. 

Number  of 
their  Families. 

Cwte. 
8,470,547 

Thalers. 
478,481 

Sgr. 
1-69 

1,814 

8,020 

Metals, — The  production  of  metals  in  the  province  of  Silesia  in  the 
year  1873  was  as  follows : — 


Number 

of 
Mines. 

Quantity 
produced. 

Value. 

Average 
per  Cwt. 

Number 

of 
Workmen. 

Number 

of  their 

Families. 

CwU. 

Tbalers. 

Sgr. 

A.  Iron  ore 

106 

11,828,678 

942,647 

2  89 

8,429 

4,968 

B.  Zinc  ore 

88 

7,828,523 

2,975,080 

12  18 

5,819 

6,975 

C.   Lead  ore 

27 

274,174 

998,622 

109-27 

1,804 

2,275 

D.  Copper  ore  . . 
&  Cobalt  ore    .. 

2 

102,869 

12,894 

8-76 

68 

150 

1 

4,471 

8,858 

22-50 

16 

80 

¥.   Arsenic  ore  . . 

1 

68,901 

11,484 

5  00 

70 

125 

G.  Sulphur  ore.. 

2 

27,108 

18,278 

14-69 

58 

108 

Breweries. — There  are  1,114  beer  breweries  in  the  province  of  Silesia. 

Hides  and  /5a>7i#.— 1,050,000   kilos,  of  hides  were  sold.     Price 
varying  from  46  to  76  th.  per  60  kilos.,  according  to  quality. 

Bailways. — ^The  quantities  of  goods  forwarded  by  the  Silesian  rail- 
ways in  1874  were  as  follows : — 

Cwts. 

1.  Staigard,  Poseo,  Breslau,  Cosel  . .     126,615,609 

2.  Lower  SUedan  Mountain  (Oebiig) . .         • .       88,662,566 

8.  Oder  Right  Bank 29,599,117 

4.  Breslau-Freiberg       29,481^788 

ToUl        269,859,080 
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Cwtg. 

The  StArgard-CoMl  Line  conveyed      ..         ..       69,400,812 

,,    Lower  Silesiaii  „  ..         ..       46,765,820 

„    Oder  Right  Bank        „  ..         ..       16,6»8,777 

„    Brealau-rreiberg        „  ..         ..       13,748,374 

Total        146,508,283 

The  income  of  all  these  railways  was :  in  1873,  32,822,733  th. ;  1874, 
34,746,699  th. 

Petitions  have  been  sent  to  the  Oovernment  at  Berlin  for  the  last 
two  years,  praying  for  a  direct  line  of  railway  from  Breslau  to  "Warsaw, 
which  would  pass  through  or  near  to  Kasbich ;  the  petition  has  not 
met  with  a  favourable  reply,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  opposition  of  the 
Bussian  Government.  The  power  of  the  various  railways  to  attract  or 
direct  the  natural  current  of  trade  by  raising  or  lowering  the  freight 
tariffs  appears  to  be  felt  in  Breslau  as  it  is  in  Konigsberg 

2}'ade  with  Great  Britain. — Cotton  yams  have  still  British  denomi- 
nations, "  Middling  Orleans,"  "  Fair  DoUerah,"  "  Fair  Bengal,"  and 
the  price  quotations  are  in  British  lbs.  and  British  pence,  but  only  a  few 
old  houses  continue  to  import  small  quantities  from  England  for  Poland, 
and  more  from  habit  than  as  actual  business. 

Linen  Yams, — The  only  importation  of  any  magnitude  is  now  from 
Bohemia.  British,  F/ench,  ancl  Belgian  yams  are  only  imported  now 
in  inconsiderable  q^uantities.  The  importation  of  British  and  Belgian 
thread  is  still  considerable.  The  importation  of  shirting  and  calico  was 
solely  from  Britain  and  for  home  consumption.  The  export  or  transit 
trade  to  Poland  and  Galicia  was  very  inconsiderable. 

Woollen  Cloth. — Silesian  manufactures  are  now  excluded  from  the 
United  States  by  the  high  duties.  Some  transactions  were  carried  out 
for  Tiu-key,  Syria,  and  Egypt,  but  the  competition  with  Belgium  and 
Austria  keeps* prices  very  low.  Business  with  Persia  very  slight, 
although  stocks  were  pretty  low  in  East  India,  prices  remained  too  low 
for  fresh  transactions.  Business  with  China  declined  in  the  preceding 
year;  several  of  the  importers  then  stopped  payment,  which  caused 
Silesian  manufacturers  to  lessen  their  works  or  to  stop  them  entirely. 
There  cannot  be  any  longer  any  large  stock  of  German  goods  in  China. 
Japan,  which  was  formerly  a  great  importer  of  German  goods,  has 
retured  from  the  market  almost  entirely.  Holland  has  lately  been 
taking  advantage  of  the  low  prices  and  has  made  lare;e  purchases.  Trade 
in  carpets  with  Britain  remained  unaltered;  with  Kussia,  Belgium, 
Holland,  and  Austria  trade  was  very  dull,  and  France,  which  formerly 
bought  largely  the  so-called  "Smyrna  Carpets,**  remains  firm  in  not 
buying  German  manufactures. 

PofMtiaiion,  Industries,  Sfe. — ^Whether  the  population  has  incrensed 
from  about  200,800  inhabitants  in  Breslau,  and  3,700,000  in  the  whole 
province  can  only  be  ascertained  after  the  next  census.  Industrial 
undertakings  are  all  more  or  less  suffering  from  the  general  depression 
of  trade. 

Konigsberg,  October,  1876. 
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■Rqwr|-^  CMiul  Sir  Charles  Sebright  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  cf 
Corfu  for  the  Year  1874. 

The  Dumber  of  Britisli  vessels  which  arrived  during  the  year  from 
the  United  Kingdom,  the  colonies,  and  from  foreign  ports,  waff,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  accompanying  Heturn  (Table  No.  I),  seventy-two, 
and  the  amount  of  tonnage  60,&8G  tons,  while  in  the  preceding  year  the 
vessels  entered  were  sixty-nine,  with  a  tonnage  of  65,365,  showing  a 
slight  increase  of  three  in  the  number  of  vessels,  and  of  1,52 L  tons  in 
tbel 
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Table  No.  VT.— Showiko  tbe  Increase;  OBrDimkiutioii  in  Value  of 
Imports  foom  different  Countries  oampaned  with  those  of  1873. 


Countries. 

Increase. 

Diminution. 

England        

Austria          

Italy 

France           .♦        

Turkey           

BubHia            

Holland         !!         !!         [[        **. 

United  Stotes           

Danubian  proTincea 

£     s.    d. 

9,986*10    8 

880**2    2 

851  15    6- 

25,850  10    1 

1,648    8    0 

^182    2    0 

£      i.  d. 
51,027    1    4 

18,788**0    a 
18,111*12    7 

The  apparent  diminution  in  the  quantity  and  value  of  English 
imports  is  accounted  tor  by  the  large  surplus  remaining  in  the  transit 
stores  at  the  dose  of  1873,  which  was  largely  drawn  upon  for  the  local 
consumption  of  the  present  year.  It  will  generally  be  found  that  on 
alternate  years,  and  when  there  is  no  oil  crop,  there  is  a  considerable 
falling  off  in  the  amount  of  imports  for  insular  consumption,  because 
then  the  resources  of  the  population  are  no  more  than  sufficient  for 
procurin":  the  means  of  subsistence,  and  do  not  admit  of  their  indulging 
m  foreign  luxuries* 

The  increase  of  the  trade  with  Sussia  is  owing  to  an  unusually  brisk 
demand  for  grain  for  home  consumption,  owing  to  the  almost  entire 
failure  of  the  looal  crops  from  causes  stated  in  last  year's  Beport*. 
Tliere  are  three  steam  flour  mills  established  in  the  suburbs  in  constant 
work,  to  one  o£  which  a  steam  bakery  is  attached,  and  also  a  manufacture 
of  all  sorts  of  pasteH,  which,  with  the  surplus  flour,  begins  to  form  an 
article  of  exportation. 

Of  all  the  items  of  imports  wheat  is  the  most  important ;  the  follow- 
ing table  will  show  the  market  prices  during  the  year  for  the  different 
descriptions : — 

Table  No.  Vn. 


Months. 

Doceription  of  Quality  per  CoiiJttantinopIc  Kilo, 
of  59,  60,  and  61  lbs. 

Taganrog. 

IsmaU. 

Galatz. 

January 
February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

AnguBt 

September 
October 
Koveml>cr 
December 

#•  4.     #.   d, 

.  8    2to8    8 

7  11      8    6 

6  8      6  10^ 

7  4      7    6 
7    2,     7    6 

^68      76 

#.   d.     9,    d. 
8    lto8    21 

7    9      8a 

6  6      6    9i 

7  8      7    fi 
7    0      7    5t 

6    6      6a 

«.  d,      9,   d. 
7  11  to  8    2 

7    8      8    0 

6  5      6    5 

7  2      7    8 
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Com. 


iToxtnit. 

;          auat& 

ISba. 

FebmaiT. 

X  ::    ::    ::    :: 

Jane 

Julj        

August « 

September 

October 

Korember 
December          •• 

#.    d.          «.  d, 

1     5    0    to    5    ir 

.55            64 

.48            50 
4    8            5    0 
4    1            4    4 

s,    d,          «.    41 

.     4    5     to    4    0 

^50            5  11 

ZVL           4    1 

3  U            4    1 

•     8    9           4    1 

Olitb  On. 

The  totaryalue  of  this  staple  product  exported  during  the  year 
amounts  to  42,232/.  sterling,  against  94,213/.  in  1878.  But  a  small 
portion  of  the  produce  on  hand  was  brought  up  for  the  Englii»h  market. 
Biport  charges  per  ttm  free  on  board  19^  per  cent,  duty  ad  valorem. 
GaffipoH  casks  2ir.  6i^  per  barrel  of  16  imperial  gallomr;  shinpihg- 
expesses,  8J.  per  barrel ;  brokerage,  1^  per  cent. ;  commiasion^  2  pee 
cmfcik 

The  crop  for  the  present  year  is  more  than  ordinarily  promising^  and 
iwi^peeted  to  reach  200,000  barrels  at  the  lowest  computation.  ThcL 
ffliyweriug  season  was  most  favourable,  and  as  the  weather  set  in  cold  and 
nrani  early  in  October,  the  development  of  the  worm,  so  often  &talf  waa 
eflM^oally  impeded ;  but  the  new  oil  will  not  be  marketable  before  the 
spring  months  of  next  year.  Unfortunately  for  the  producers,  prices 
rule  k>w,  lower  even  than  those  of  last  year,  which  were  supposed  to 
liaye  reached  a  minimum. 

Gnie  following  table  exhibits  the  average  price  of  olive  oil  per  barrel 
far  the  last  ten  yeiara: — 

£   «.  d, 

1865 2    5  lU 

1866 2  18.104 

1867 2  14-    1 

1868 ..         8    1    01 

1869 15    9| 

]»870 9    1    U 

1871..         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         1    8    U 

1872...         ..         .«        2    6    9 

1873 ...        ..         ..         1  19    7f 

1874 ..        ^         1  18    9|r 


Cojlul 

TBe  ceal  trade  during  fiie  year  empfoyed  12  EngGah  Tesaels  (among 
yAoAk  8l  steamers},.?  Aji8trian„6  Italian,.  1  Qreek,  and  1  Biiaaian«27, 
inaft. 

Prices  varied  from  45«.  to  55^.  per  ton  delivered  alongside*  Fosij^ts 
ffom  I5c  to  ISr.  per  ton. 

The  quanti^  oi  coalk  imported  during  the  year  in  Brilisk  and 
fore^n  bottoms  amounted  ta  16^503  tons,  showing;  an  insignificant- 
fecieaae  of  1888  tons  eompared  with  the  preceding  year. 
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Owing  to  a  depreciation  in  the  Bilver  currency  the  rates  of  exchange 
on  foreign  bills  have  undergone  a  corresponding  fluctuation  of  from  3} 
to  5  per  cent.  . 

The  exchange  for  bills  on  London,  at  three  months'  date,  during  the 

year,  ranged  as  follows : — 

^              ^  Per  Spiniflh  Dollar. 

«.  d,  8.  d. 

Jwrniry 4  U  to  4  lU 

February 4  U  4  U 

Harch          4  li 

April           ..         .^        ••         ••  4  1-i 

Sky 4  11  4  U 

June            4  If  4  IJ 

July 4  2*  4  «f 

August        4  2i  4  2| 

September 4  2*  4  2i 

October        4  2i  4  2* 

Kovember 4  2i  4  2* 

December 4  2i  4  2i 

WlKE. 

27,476  barrels  of  56  okes  per  barrel  gross,  equivalent  to  18  imperial 
gallons,  were  exported  during  the  year,  of  which  more  than  one-third 
were  exported  to  Venice,  and  about  two-thirds  to  Austria,  Turkey,  and 
Iigypt.  Price  per  barrel  24  dr.,  equal  to  178,  id.  sterling.  Export 
duty  6  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

The  wine  of  Corfu  is  of  a  very  inferior  quality,  and  does  not  bear  sea 
carria^  to  any  considerable  distance.  This  is  partly  owing  to  the 
defectiye  mode  of  preparation,  but  in  a  still  greater  degree  to  the  nature 
of  the  soil,  a  stiff  blue  clay,  the  most  unfavourable  of  all  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine. 

Ikdustbial  Establishments. 

Method  of  extracting  Oil  from  the  Eefuse  of  the  Kernels  and  Pulp 

of  the  OJives. 

The  method  employed  for  crushing  the  olives  preparatory  to  extract- 
ing the  oil  is  of  the  most  primitive  kind,  a  vertical  stone  cylinder,  of 
Ct  volume  and  weight,  attached  to  a  shaft,  is  made  to  revolve  by 
e-power  in  a  slightly  concave  bed  of  the  most  solid  construction. 
In  this  receptacle  the  freshly  gathered  olives  are  placed,  and  by  the 
action  of  the  rovolvinc;  cylinder  reduced  to  a  pulp  more  or  less  com- 
minuted according  to  the  degree  of  pressure.  The  pulp  is  then  removed 
and  inclosed  in  flat  circular  bags  of  about  two  leet  in  diameter,  and 
then  subjected  to  the  action  of  a  strong  screw  press,  set  in  motion  by  a 
lever  projecting  horizontally,  and  worked  by  the  united  efforts  of  several 
men.  When  under  this  operation,  which  is  most  laborious,  the  oil 
ceases  to  flow,  the  now  strongly  compressed  pulp  is  withdrawn  and 
collected  in  heaps  out  of  doors,  whero  it  is  left  to  dry  or  ferment 
according  to  the  accidents  of  the  weather. 

Till  recent  times  this  refuse  wa»  occasionally  employed  as  a  manure, 
and  partlj  used  by  the  bakers  for  heating  their  ovens.  For  this  latter 
purpose  It  was  largely  exported  to  Malta,  where  it  fetched  remunera- 
ting pricesi  and  this  traffic  continued  till  it  was  put  a  stop  to  on  the 
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imposition  of  an  export  duty  bj  the  Hellenic  Ooyernment,  whicli 
absorbed  the  whole  of  the  profits  previously  obtained. 

The  accumulation  of  this  material  in  the  islands,  in  all  of  which 
olive  oil  forms  one  of  the  chief  products,  had  become  enormous  in  spite 
of  the  local  consumption  for  the  purposes  above  stated,  when  it  occurred 
to  some  ingenious  persons  to  eubject  it  to  a  chemical  analysis,  with  the 
view  of  turning  its  properties  to  some  useful  account. 

The  result  was  that  it  was  found  to  contain  from  2  to  4  per  cent,  of 
pure  oil.  This  discovery  once  made,  in  1869  a  firm  composed  of  three 
enterprising  capitalists  was  established,  and  works  on  a  large  scale 
were  constructed  with  a  view  to  extracting  the  oil.  The  process 
employed  is  both  simple  and  ingenious,  and  has  turned  out  a  complete 
success.  It  consists  in  forcing,  at  a  high  temperature,  the  acid  known 
as  **  bisolphuret  of  carbon  *'  (carbonis  bisulphuretum)  through  a  given 
quantity  of  the  refuse,  which,  after  being  reduced  to  a  fine  powder  by 
being  passed  between  cast  iron  rollers,  is  inclosed  in  an  air-tight  metal 
cylinder  of  great  strength,  communicating  with  another  receptacle  o 
reservoir,  also  air-tight,  through  which  the  acid  is  forced  from  beneath, 
carrying  along  with  it  the  oil  disengaged  by  its  action.  Afler  a  suffi- 
cient time  allowed  for  cooling,  the  reservoir  is  opened,  when  the  oil, 
now  of  a  greenish  colour,  but  almost  inodorous,  is  found  floating  on  the 
surface  of  the  acid,  whence  it  is  baled  out  and  preserved  in  casks.  The 
acid  remains  unchanged  in  its  qualities,  and  but  slightly  diminished  in 
quantity,  ready,  with  slender  additions,  for  operating  afresh. 

The  quantity  of  oil  thus  obtained  varies  from  800  to  850  tuns  per 
annum,  calculated  to  yield  a  net  profit  of  over  24  per  cent,  on  the 
capital  engaged ;  but  measures  are  being  taken  for  enlarging  the  pre- 
sent works,  whence  a  proportionate  increase  in  quantity  and  value  may 
be  expected. 

The  oil  has  been  hitherto  exported  principallv  to  Marseilles,  where 
it  is  largely  used  in  the  soap  manufactories,  for  which  it  is  found  highly 
adapted. 

On  the  score  of  economy  too,  it  has  its  advantages,  as  it  is  pro- 
curable at  a  price  lower  than  that  of  the  ordinary  oil  by  about  10/.  per 
tun. 

Soap  Mani^actoriee. 

Latterly  a  soap  manufactory  has  been  added  to  the  establishment 
above  described,  worked  also  by  steam  power,  and  capable  of  producing 
from  7  to  8  tons  of  soap  per  week.  Its  quality  is  enhanced  by  the 
large  proportion  of  stearine  which  it  contains.  As  to  determent  pro- 
perties, it  is  said  to  equal  the  best  French  soaps^  while  it  is  recom- 
mended by  its  greater  cheanness.  It  is  exported  chiefly  to  continental 
Greece  and  Turkey ;  but  also  in  part  to  Venice  and  Trieste,  at  prices 
varying  from  8^.  to  4id.  per  pound. 

Attempts  are  being  made  to  introduce  it  into  the  English  and 
American  markets,  but  with  what  success  remains  to  be  seen. 

Besides  the  above,  there  are  no  fewer  than  nine  other  manufactories 
of  the  same  article  on  a  smaller  scale,  where  manual  labour  is  alone 
employed. 

The  material  emploved  is  limited  to  oil  of  a  quality  too  coarse  for 
exportation,  chiefly  to  the  lees  deposited  at  the  bottom  of  the  vats  after 
the  purer  and  marketable  sort  has  been  run  off. 

The  aggregate  value  of  the  soap  thus  manufactured  in  the  island  is 
estimated  at  48,000/.  sterling,  less  than  one-half  of  which  is  exported  to 
foreign  countries,  the  remainder  is  disposed  of  for  home  consumption. 

&ference  is  more  particularly  due  to  this  product  of  native  industry, 

,  Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


.54  6SXXCI. 

l)eca]uieit  is  capable  ol  being  made  Ane  jof  the  moet  impoxtaul;  in  the 
countiy,  and  one  of  the  most  lucrative. 

The  olive  oil  empbyed  is  good  for  no  other  puipoae,  and  wnae- 
qnentJj,  the  cost  of  it  is  most  moderate;  but  all  the  other  aahatineoa 
^bich  enter  into  the  composition  of  the  article  haye  to  be  imported 
&om  abroad. 

The  most  expensive  of  those  ingredients  is  soda^  -of  which  ma  abnoet 
unlimited  supply  might  be  obtain^  were  the  manufiRctnre  of  aea  adt, 
Jbom  whicb  it  is  extracted,  oacried  to  the  extent  of  which  it  is  capable, 
.and  which  will  never  be  the  case  as  long  as  the  working  of  the  salimeB 
is  carried  sn  as  a  government  monopoly,  and  until  it  is  thnown  open  to  * 
jn-kate  enterprise. 

The  importance  of  this  source  of  jntenaal  wealtli  ani  of  public 
.xevenne  did  not  escape  the  observation  of  more  tiimx  one  of  ibe  Lead 
m^  Commissioners  under  the  British  pirotectorate.  NegotiatioBB 
wieie  opened  with  wealthy  commercial  houses  in  Idv^pod  by  Load 
Seatoxv,  And  still  .furtb^  carried  on  by  Sir  Henry  Ward,  for  settii^  an 
foot  a  manufactory  of  chemical  products  at  Corfu;  but  as  pditical 
Kitation  £or  union  widi  Greece  was  then  at  its  height  ia  the  islandei 
i£e  parties  applied  to«  either  foreseeiug  or  fearing  its  results,  vcns 
deterred  from  ribking  their  capital  in  the  undertaking. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  under  more  favourable  auspaces  a  prqjeot  uf  «o 
jgreat  oommerdai  importance  to  Greece  may  yet  be  realiaed. 

Corfu,  Deeenber  9, 1JB75, 
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ITALY. 

ANOONA. 

ItepoH  ly  Tiee'GnmS  2bmamm  on  ihe  Trade  and  Ommef^  tf 

^tneona. 


The  Province  of  Ancona  (Marche)  is  divided  into  fifly-one  munici- 
oalitieB,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  according  to  th0  last  oeoAua 
18  262,340. 

Hhxafian. — The  municipality  of  Ancona  pays  annually  to  Oovesn- 
meort  for  octroi  the  sum  of  350,000  lire,  and  which  has  lately  been 
increased. 

Taxation  upon  land  and  house  property  is  divided  as  follows : — 


Qfffwaweai  Tax. 

PWTiMteL 

Mnoioipal. 

!Fotri. 

lypd 

House 'properly' 

Idxe. 

108^895 
16,250 

Lij». 

87y848 

555,705 

Lire.       . 
555,018 
828,122 

Pervoent. 
20  17 
80  09 

Silt. — ^Within  the  Province  there  are  four  markets  for  the  sale  of 
-coaoons,  viz. :  Jesi,  Osimo,  Senigallia,  and  Pabriano.  There  is  adecided 
improvement  in  the  quality  of  indigenous  seed,  though  gradual  Japanese 
TORily  productions  have  the  pret'erence  in  consequence  of  their  giving 
Setter  reoults  tban  the  native  qualities. 

The  variable  temperature  during  the  cocoon  aeason  causes  sometimes 
aad  havoc ;  this  year  at  a  small  jplace  within  a  few  miles  of  Ancona,  one 
of  the  richest  land  proprietors  lost  in  one  day  more  than  2,000  ounces 
of  seed,  just  at  the  moment  that  the  worm  had  commenced  to  climb. 

The  following  table  shows  the  operations  in  cocoons  during  the 
reason,  and  comparison  with  the  proceeding  year : — 


Hnktti.. 

RXMH 

To 

Indigenons 
QuAimes. 

JiQMtteBe 
Qualities. 

Total 
QMBtitiai. 

PrieM, 
genoaa. 

Prteea,    ' 
jApaaaae. 

lledliiQi 
Fricesof 

entfape 
BroTinotf. 

June 
6tti 

Jane 
27tb 
28tfa 
28rd 

Kfloe.Onn8. 

78,141  780 
0,015  120 
5,709  700 

Kiloe.OnM. 

82,864  880 
176,680  210 

^2,728  510 

Kiloa.OrniaL 

161,006  660 
184.695  880 
98,488  210 

lire    G. 
4    8»801 
4    7,600 
4    8,720 

Ltre   c 
8    2,778 
8    8,640 
8    8,970 

Un   c 
4    1,668 
8    6,480 
8    9,020 

9Mal,18T0 

Z 

02,888  «00 

2i,oe»ozo 

161,278  600 
;827,882  190 

444,140  900 
a48»851260 

z 

z 

Z 

Od^.-^Ozen  are  used  all  tfarongh  the  Province  fgr  agricoltnrftl 


•leJor  alaught^iog  are  abundant  and  offair  quality.  No  disease 
fd  any  kind  lias  eousted  for  some  time.  The  average  weight  of  cattle  is 
fiooan  fiOD.to  BODidlos.,  and  prices  vary  from  85  to  90  lire  tlM3  quintal 
I^OOlilos.). 

JBimrfr.^— At  Ascevia  an  English  company  lias  l)0S)ght  jBie  fight 
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of  search  for  a  sulphur  miney  and  from  experiments  made  there  is  every 
probability  of  success.  The  law  relative  to  mines  is  very  liberaL  Any 
person  may  apply  for  the  right  of  search  under  any  person's  property, 
the  owner  of  the  property  has,  however,  a  privileged  claim  to  the  riffht. 
TTpon  an  application  being  made  to  the  authorities,  the  Superintencung: 
Engineer  of  Mines  reports  upon  the  probabilities  of  mineral  being 
found,  and  if  his  report  is  favourable,  the  power  is  granted  for  the  term 
of  two  years,  subject  to  a  further  increase  of  one  year.  Within  that 
period  of  time  the  mine  has  to  be  declared  concessionable,  that  is  to 
say,  a  royal  decree  has  to  be  obtained  for  the  working  of  the  mine,  or  in 
case  of  no  mineral  being  discovered,  the  right  of  search  has  to  be 
abandoned.  The  owner  of  the  property  under  which  the  mine  is 
situated  receives  no  benefit  whatever,  and  he  is  onlv  recompensed  for 
any  damage  that  may  be  caused  to  the  surface  while  search  is  being 
made  for  mineral. 

After  obtaining' a  royal  decree  for  the  mine,  a  certain  tax  has  to  be 

Eaid  upon  the  presumed  value  of  it,  and  the  land  over  the  mine  may  be 
ought  at  a  valuation  which  is  generally  inserted  in  the  map  accom« 
panying  the  right  of  search. 

jDuring  the  two  years'  permission,  the  works  are  to  be  always  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  Government  Engineers,  and  a  cessation  of 
work  K)r  three  months,  imless  fully  justified,  causes  a  withdrawal  of  the 
permission  granted. 

Sulphur  is  also  to  be  found  at  Lorotello  and  San  Pietro.  Lignite 
near  Eabriano.  In  Arcevia,  besides  sulphur,  raw  petroleum  is  observ- 
able springing  from  between  the  rocks,  and  a  certain  qudity  of  stone 
has  been  discovered  applicable  to  the  making  of  glass.  The  deposit  of 
this  stone  is  rather  considerable  and  of  suflBcient  richness. 

Industriee. — There  are  thirty-three  silk  spinning  establishments 
within  this  Province,  of  which  twenty-five  are  worked  by  steam.  The 
largest,  however,  is  the  one  terminated  and  now  working  at  Jesi.  The 
Imdustrial  and  Commercial  Bank  of  Bologna  were  the  first  to  initiate 
in  this  Province  an  undertaking  upon  so  large  a  scale.  The  space 
occupied  covers  over  5,000  square  metres,  and  the  motive  power  (water) 
is  equal  to  200  horse  power,  for  all  this  the  Society  only  paid  160,000  lire. 

The  establishment  has  6,500  spinning  reels  continually  at  work,  and 
the  quantity  of  silk  that  can  be  produced  annually  is  calculated  at 
60,000  kilos. 

Over  800  operatives,  principally  women  and  girls,  are  employed. 
The  whole  place  is  illuminated  by  gas  made  on  the  premises,  and  the 

5rincipal  part  of  the  machinery  in  use  has  been  brought  from  England. 
!he  director  is  a  French  gentleman,  and  the  technicd  arrangements  of 
the  establishment  are  under  the  superintendence  of  two  resident  engi- 
neers, one  French  and  the  other  English. 

Ghiaravalle  has  three  large  water  mills,  two  for  making  paper  and 
one  for  grinding  wheat  upon  the  American  system. 

There  is  an  immense  quantity  of  water  power  running  to  wnste  ia 
this  Province,  which  only  requires  capital  and  a  spirit  of  industrial 
enterprise  to  ntilize  it  in  a  most  profitable  manner. 

ITewgpapers. — In  the  whole  Province  eight  newspapers  are  published. 
Ancona  has  three,  one  daily,  one  weekly  and  one  twice  a  week. 

Education, — Municipal  and  Government  schools  are  well  attended. 
Two  years  ago  a  few  promoters  succeeded  in  establishing  a  "Circolo 
Filologico,"  where  modem  languages  are  taught  for  the  trifling  sum  of 
40  fr.  a  year.  The  Socittyhas  now  become  a  recognized  institution, 
and  counts  over  180  members. 

During  the  vacation  lectures  upon  political  economy  and  other 
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subjects  are  given,  and  newspapers  in  the  different  languages  are  to  be 
bad  at  the  ^'Circolo,"  without  any  extra  expense*  In  addition  to  all 
these  advantages,  the  society  allows  fifteeu  young  men  having  limited 
means  to  frequent  the  lessons  gratuitously. 

Prom  a  report  published  by  the  local  inspector  of  schools  it  appears 
tbat  352  students  attend  the  technical  institutions  of  the  Province,  as 
ibe  follow  ing  table  will  show :— 


IfooidpaUty 
where  the 
School  ia 

Established. 

Popolation 

of  the 

Honieipality. 

Number  of  Students  regularly 
Inscribed, 

Number 
Inscribed 
for  e>eiy 

IstCaaas. 

2nd  Class. 

8rdClaai. 

Thousand 
Inhabitants. 

Ancona    . . 
Senig^ia 
Jesi 

Fabiiano . . 
Odmo      .. 
Arcevia    . . 
FUottnuio 
Loreto      . . 
Chiarafalle 

45,741 

22,197 

18,912 

17,654 

17,086 

9,061 

8,204 

8,088 

4,398 

66 
16 
28 

■J 

18 
17 

62 

2 

22 

6 

27 
6 

2*929 
1-218 
8  178 
0-968 
1-229 
8-646 
0-781 
8  848 
6-594 

Total 

161,226 

179 

104 

69 

2  882 

Besides  these  there  are  36  superior  and  88  inferior  elementary 
schools  attended  by  13,131  boys,  and  13  superior  and  87  inferior 
elementary  schools  attended  by  10,299  girls. 

The  ages  of  both  sexes  attending  the  public  schools  vary  from  six  to 
fourteen. 

In  the  foregoinff  foreign  quotations,  the  following  are  the  equivalent 
British  weights  and  measures : — 

1  kilogramme «■    2 -2  lbs. 

1  metre  •         »    8  feet  8  inches. 

Lira =»    27  per  £  sterling. 

Ancona,  October  15, 1875. 
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MUSCAT     AND    PEBSIA. 

M^portB  on  the  Traie  «f  tie  Persian  Gulf  €Md  MusctA  for  the 

Tear  1873. 

OoHeciion  of  Statistics. — It  lias  been  so  frequently  brought  to  notice 
tbat  tbe  means  do  not  exist  of  obtaining  accurate  or  reliable  informatlom 
regardine  the  ststistics  of  trade  of  the  Pensian  €l^ulf,  either  on  the  Per- 
sian-or  Arabian  side,  that  it  is  almost  needless  to  repent  the  statement. 
The  83r8bDm  everywhere  obtaining  of  managing  the  custom-houses,  and 
the  ahieiice  of  official  returns  accessible  to  the  public,  readily  account 
for  this  diffieulty. 

All  tbat  can  be  expected  is  a  collection  of  as  many  facts  and  as  dose 
an  appraximation  to  the  real  truth  as  circumstances  admit. 

Wtthout  assistance  from  those  who^  though  of  the  unofficial  class, 
are  practically  interested  in  estimating  commerce,  it  would  be  difficult 
te  -obtain  moeh  information  ^  Talue.  My  obligations  in  this  respect 
to  gentlemen  residing  in  Bushire  are  elsewhere  mentioned. 

JDivimns  of  the  Trade. — ^The  sea  borne  traffic  of  the  Persian  Gulf 
may  be  considered  as  branching  in  three  divisions — 

1st. — ^The  through  commerce  1>etween  Turkish  Arabian  ports  and 

other  countries. 
2nd. — The  trade  with  the  Arabian  portion  of  the  const  of  the 

€hilf. 
8rd. — ^That  of  the  Persian  Coast. 

With  the  first  claw  this  report  is  not  concerned^  and  will  have  only 
to  deal  with  the  Peifiiaa  and  independent  Arab  coasts. 

It  raay,lMnvemer,ibe  requiftite  to  make  a  few  observations  on  the  trado 
with  the  interior  of  Persia,  in  so  far  as  that  is  connected  with  the  ports 
of  the  southern  coast. 

Class  of  Vessels, — The  vessels  conducting  the  Arabian  trade  of  tho 
Gulf  may  be  divided  into  three  classes :  (1)  steamer ;  (2)  square-rigged 
vessels ;  (3)  native  craft. 

Steam  Communication. — Steam  communication  with  the  Persian 
Gulf  once  started  has  rapidly  increased.  Its  progress  has  been  fre- 
quently made  the  subject  of  report  by  the  late  Resident.  The  mail 
steamers  are  fortnighUy.  In  the  year  1873  monthly  communication 
was  established  with  London  through  the  Suez  Canal.  The  occasional 
steamers  unconnected  with  the  British  India  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany which  visit  the  Gulf  are  few  in  number.  Turkish  steamers  traverse 
the  Persian  Gulf,  but  in  connection  almost  exclusively  with  Turkish 
territory. 

European  Skips, — ^The  visit  of  square-rigged  vessels  to  the  uppner 
part  of  the  Gulf  are  not  frequent ;  yearly  cargoes  are  run  firom  Batavia. 
The  native  vessels  run  everywhere  and  distribute  goods  «to  all  parts  of 
the  Gulf. 

Chief  Forts.^The  chief  ports  and  centres  of  trade  in  the  Gulf  are 
BushirO;  Lingah,  Bunder  Abbass,  and  Bahrein.    Bushire  and  Lingah 
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chieflj  snpplj  the  proYince  of  Fare,  and  are  the  great  ports  of  ejdt  for 
its  Burplos  produce.  The  trade  of  these  parts  i^,  however,  connected 
with  that  or  a  large  portion  of  Persia,  at  least  as  fjar  as  Teheran  and 
Tazd,  and  indirectly  as  far  as  KbodUan.  Bunder  Abbass  is  the  natural 
port  of  the  proyince  of  Kerman,  and  the  ramificatioas  of  its  busi- 
ness extend  i^^^^^  to  Yasd  aad  Khorifaim.  Bahnein  is  coevenientlj 
situated  te  be  an  jantrepdt  for  the  Arabian  trade,  aad  is  oHieh  used  as 
.such.  Ue  eommercial  importance  of  thcve  ktaMidi  is  b^  incon- 
siderable. All  the  ports  which  haye  been  mentioned  are  ports  of  call 
for  the  maQ  steamers. 

It  would  be  tedious  and  perhaps  of  little  use  to  endeavour  to  esti- 
mate the  resources  of  all  the  smaller  ports  of  the  Persian  side.  Tbeir 
trade  is  active  enough,  and  the  exports,  as  from  the  ports  of  the  Bem- 
£jnb,  in  wool,  glwe,  and  grain,  are  eomsideralKle.  A  portion  ai  these, 
however,  and  the  chief  articles  of  import — piece-goods  tor  example  we 
iadaded  im  the  returns  of  the  chief  ports.  Mohammerah  has  doubtiesi 
a  large  and  important  trade,  hot  it  is  not  inteotded  at  present  to  attempt 
to  estimate  it. 

The  odder  ports  of  ihe  Persi-Axab  district  are  Bunder  Madioor^ 
Hindyntfit  and  DazAkee,  Ac. 

O^mmereial  £Sasses. — On  the  Persian  side  commerce  is  ^ouducted  by 
EunpeaBi^  Persians,  Armenians,  Arabs,  Jews,  Xbojas,  ffii^Ws. 

Gbi  the  Arabian  coast  trade  is  almost  exclusively  in  the  iiaads  of 
the  Hindoo  and  Elhoja  communities. 

In  Persia  the  xaerchaate  who  have  acquired  ffreat  wealth  are  few, 
msd  wkh  increased  competition  the  number  would  scarcely  increase. 

She  famine  of  1871  oaused  the  failure  of  many  doth  merchants  of 
Snshire. 

Trade  between  the  Persian  Qulf  and  India. — Calcutta  in  formsr 
jemn  drew  large  supplies  of  salt  from  the  aouth  eoaat  of  Penia  through 
Jljnseat.  This  timde  appears  to  have  decreased.  Tiie  aggregate  inopenfes 
to  Cakntta  have  decreased  nearly  by  one-half  in  four  y^ars. 

The  flxports  from  Calcutta  to  the  QuH  have  kept  tolerably  steadf 
ior  the  same  period,  and  show  latterly  a  slight  mereaee,  the  «Ufif 
flrtioles  being  grain,  indigo,  silk,  raw  and  manufiaotured. 

The  Bombay  trade  with  the  Persian  Oulf^  import  and  export,  1m» 
rteadily  decreased  for  four  yean.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  imde 
with  Bind. 

Taking  the  aggregate  of  the  three  ports,  the  total  imports  from  the — 

Itnpees. 

CkOf  for  1869-70  aro  1,88,8MS2 

Bocports        ..        ^        1,88,25,873 

The  equality  being  remarkable. 

for  tiie  year  1872-73  the  figures  are— 

Bopees. 
ImporUfinmOnlf  ..         ..         ..         ..        86,08,578 

Exports        1,28,76,698 

The  produce  of  Persia  in  Oman  being  less  in  the  latter  year. 
The  total  value  of  the  trade  between  these  three  ports  of  India  and 
*l»  Ghilf  was — 

..       ^^-  -  Kupera, 

#BrieW-n  «,T7,18,«10 

-,   »7*-TS  2,1M^« 

Becretse ..       62,69,080 
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No  similar  returns  are  available  for  these  years  for  an  estimate  of 
trade  with  Java,  Singapore,  Mauritius,  Ac. 

In  the  year  1866  Colonel  Pelly  estimated  the  Gulf  trade  at 
6,000,000/.  sterling,  as  follows  :— 

£ 
To  and  from  Bombay,  Madras,  and  Oalcatta  . .        •  •     8,000,000 

Singapore  and  Manritius  1,500,000 

Kurracbee  and  Bed  Sea .  •         • 500,000 

Total        5,000,000 

The  famine  of  1871,  carrying  off  untold  numbers  in  Persia,  of  course 
greatly  affected  trade  for  the  time. 

It  is  also  to  be  remarked  that  a  direct  trade  has  sprung  up  between 
the  Gulf  and  England;  some  information  as  to  this  latter  trade  and 
that  with  Batavia  may  be  gleaned  from  the  tables  in  the  appendices, 
showing  particulars  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  Bushire,  &o. 

Persian  Coasts  Bushire, — Bushire  is  first  in  commercial  importance 
of  the  sea  ports  of  Persia,  and  here  reside  the  principal  merchants. 

Bapees. 
The  imports  for  twelve  months  preceding  let  Jannary,  1874, 

are  estimated  at ,         « ,         . ,     46,02,925 

ThcexporU    ditto  ..        ,.         ..         « 39,20,729 

These  estimates  must  be  regarded  as  approximative  only. 

Productions  of  South  Persia — Oereals. — In  the  districts  bordering 
the  sea  cereals  are  grown  in  considerable  quantities,  and  of  excellent 
qualities.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Bunder  Abbass  wheat  is  grown  as 
fine  as  any  in  the  world ;  it  is  said  since  the  famine  year  the  export  of 
grain  has  been  interdicted. 

Cotton, — ^The  export  trade  in  cotton  is  stated  to  be  capable  of  great 
development.  This  was  shown  during  the  American  civil  war,  when  the 
export  rose  from  next  to  nothing  to  100,000  bales  annually.  At  present, 
owing  to  difficulties  of  transit,  %c.,  the  rate  of  duty  is  prohibitory,  the 
chance  of  profit  being  insufficient  to  induce  merchants  to  operate.  It 
is  considered  that  with  greater  management  and  facilities  a  large  trade 
would  spring  up  in  cotton,  and  consequently  that  it  would  be  a  wise 
measure  for  the  Persian  Government  to  reduce  the  export  duty  in  this 
article  until  improved  communications  are  established,  or  even  to  aboHsli 
duty.  The  increased  export  would  make  a  proportionate  return  of 
imports,  which  would  be  the  source  of  enhanced  revenue. 

There  are  probably  other  articles  of  export  and  import  to  which 
analogous  remarks  would  apply ;  such  considerations  have,  however,  as 
yet  little  weight  with  Persian  officials. 

Opium. — 'Persian  opium  is  grown  in  Khorfa^n  and  the  districts 
about  Tazd  and  Ispahan,  whence  it  is  brought  to  Bushire  and  Bunder 
Abbass  for  export  to  China  and  England.  The  trade  has  in  recent 
times  assumed  considerable  proportions.  The  quality  is  good,  but  it  is 
said  that  adulteration  is  now  so  extensively  practised  as  to  bid  fair  to 
check  the  trade  with  China,  unless  the  Persian  authorities  take  measures 
to  prevent  fraud. 

Carpets, — ^Export  of  carpets  is  said  to  be  on  the  increase,  and  less 
wool  is  exported  in  conseouence. 

Specie, — It  is  noticeable  that  the  quantity  of  specie  exported  is  much 
in  excess  of  imports.  This  ha«  been  the  case  for  the  last  century  I  am 
given  to  understand,  and  to  this  fact  many  merchants  attribute  the 
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exbaustion  of  commerce.  The  inconyenieDce  of  the  wftDt  of  money  has 
been  very  much  felt,  transactions  being  in  conseauence  suspended  or 
effected  dj  barter.  Increased  productions  would  probably  remedy 
this  evil. 

ImporU — Piece- Goods, — The  imports  of  piece-goods  at  Bushire 
durine  the  year  1873  are  estimated  at  about  17^  lakhs  of  rupees. 
This  branch  of  trade  is  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  British  merchants, 
who  have  pushed  it  in  spite  of  disadvantages  and  discouragements,  with 
great  success.  This  result  is  due  to  tbeir  energy  and  perseverance. 
The  prospects  of  the  trade  have  iuterest,  as  a  competition  with  northern 
route  has  long  existed,  and  the  contest  may  still  be  renewed.  The 
goods  of  this  description  formerly  reached  Central  Persia  by  Tabrees 
and  Teheran.  Becently  the  southern  route  has  obtained  the  preference, 
but  improved  communication  in  the  north  would  again  give  great 
advantages  to  the  north. 

Indigo. — Imports  of  indigo  from  Bengal  have  decreased  owins  to 
decrease  of  means ;  the  inhabitants  use  more  of  the  inferior  quality  from 
Sind. 

Sugar. — ^The  imports  of  sugar  have  decreased  in  late  years.  Batavia 
has  now  the  preference  over  Mauritius,  Siam,  and  Bengal. 

2hide  of  Lingah, — ^Tbe  trade  of  Lingah  has  not  so  close  bearing  on 
the  ffeneral  commerce  of  Persia  as  that  of  Bushire ;  for  Lingah  is  greatly 
used  as  an  ''  entrep6t "  or  port  of  deposit  for  goods  from  foreign 
countries  intended  for  distribution' rouna  the  Gulf,  it  is  also  a  de^t 
for  pearls. 

JProspects  of  Trade  in  South  P^ma.— It  is  well-known  that  of  late 
years  the  steam  communication  with  Persia  has  largely  developed ;  a 
greater  degree  of  attention  has  been  directed  to  Persia ;  rumours  abound 
of  improvements  of  government  and  land  communication,  and  schemes 
bave  been  devised  for  developing  the  resources  of  the  country.  Not- 
withstanding all  this,  the  merchants  of  the  south  do  not  appear  sanguine 
as  to  the  trade  prospects. 

CusToifs  Ai!rD  Bevjcjmues. 

Persia, — System  of  Farming  Customs,— k.t  the  seaports  the  customs 
are  generally  farmed  out  to  the  higliest  bidder,  who  is  not  uncommonly 
the  Governor  of  the  town. 

The  Minister  of  Commerce  sometimes  takes  the  lease  of  all  the 
Custom  Bouses  of  Persia,  sub-letting  to  various  persons. 

The  Bushire  customs  were  let  to  a  person  of  Ispahan  in  1878  for 
32,000  tomans,  or  rupees  1 ,2'i,000. 

The  Governor  collects  the  land  revenue,  paying  a  fixed  sum  to  the 
Central  Government. 

The  districts  of  Bushi  re  are  assessed  at  about  rupees  1,50,000.  Octroi 
duties  are  also  levied  at  Busihire  gate. 

The  farmer  of  Customs  employs  his  own  servants  to  manage. 
Government  officials  not  interfering.  The  transactions  are  kept  secret^ 
pn  returns  being  required  by  the  Government. 

The  system  is  felt  to  be  inconvenient  by  traders. 

Duty. — European  merchants  pay  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem  in  money  or 
kind  on  exports  and  imports,  in  accordance  with  treaty  stipulations. 
This  payment  frees  them  from  internal  transit  duties. 

Kative  merchants  pay  in  an  established  scale,  varying  for  different 
articles. 
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The  working  of  tBe  arrsD^uiefits  as  rogftrcb  Buropems  is  not  tin 
Tarmblj  to  thoir  achmntage.  There  sre  certain  articles  wfarck  will  not 
bear  5  per  ceat. ;  unless  jprirate  arrangements  could  be  made  with  Hba 
Custom  House  officials,  Europeans  would  be  debarred  from  trading  in 
these  goods.  Each  Custom  House  being,  as  a  rule,  independent  of 
others,  the  farmers  at  the  interior  towns  naturallv  dislike  s  system  which 
prevents  their  getting  a  share  of  duty  in  foreign  imports  and  exports: 
no  doubt  annovances  occur  in  consequence.  The  general  result  is, 
bowefer,  favourable  to  the  trade  of  the  foreigners. 

At  Lingah  the  duty  is  uuiforndy  2^  per  cent,  for  all,  and  at  Bundor 
Abbass  8^  per  cent. 

Arab  Cotut. — With  the  exception  of  the  islands  of  Bahrein,  the  trada 
of  the  Arab  ports  is  comparatively  petty.  A  small  band  of  banyaoji 
usually  reside  at  each  place  and  make  little  more  than  a  bare  living. 

The  prosperity  of  the  coastal  Arabs  depends  mainly  on  whe  pearl 
fineries.  The  total  out-turn  of  these  was  estimated  by  Colonel  Belly  in 
1865  at  40  lakhs  of  rupees,  or  400.0002.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  any  romarkabh;  increase  or  decrease  in  the  trade  has  since  occurred. 

Bahrein, — The  trade  of  Bahrein  has  been  flourishing  of  late  years. 

Bahrein,  like  Lin^nh,  is  a  dep6t  whence  other  ports  and  districts 
draw  supplies  of  certain  articles  imported  to  Bahrein  from  other  places. 

E.  C.  BOSS,  Lieut. 'Colonel, 
ir.B.M.*s  Political  Bendent  in  the  Pernan  Gulf. 


!Brmh. — The  trade  of  Muscat  appears  to  have  slightly^  dedined 

Aaring  the  past  year.     The  value  of  both  imports  and  exports  bemg 

below  those  of  the  year  before     This  was,  however,  to  hsve  bee^ 

,   expected  owing  to  internal  diss^isions  and  other  causes*     MoMat  has 

been  slowly  and  steadily  declining  as  a  commercial  port  for  some  yearv. 

Muscat  being  enl  irely  cut  off  from  the  interior  by  the  hills  surround- 
ing it,  its  trnde  is  inseparably  ccmnecced  with  that  of  the  neigh boiiring 
town  of  Muttra,  distant  about  two  miles  by  sea,  where  there  is  a  good 
anchorage  for  country  craft.  It  is  here  the  caravans  from  the  interior 
concentrate,  and  where  the  Arabs  chiefly  obtain  their  requirements  in 
exchange  for  produce.  The  Khojas  and  petty  dealers  mostly  dw^  in 
Muttra,  but  the  wealthy  and  the  influential  Hindoo  merchants,  who 
carry  on  or  control  the  principal  commercial  operations,  reside  in 
Muscat. 

About  ten  square-riorged  vessels  trading  with  India  and  Peraian 
Oalf  ports  are  owned  in  Muscat,  besides  country  eraft.  A  good  part 
of  the  trade  is  carried  on  in  the  British  India  Steam  navigation 
Gompany^s  Ime  of  mail  steamers. 

l^e  exports  of  Muscat  are  exceeded  br  the  imporlsv  These  ate 
riov,  preee-goodi*,  meials,  nncrar,  caSde,  Ac,  Ac.  The  Bengal  ftmine has 
exercised  a  considerable  inflnenee  on  the  market,  the  importation  of  rie» 
this  year  having  been  reduced  thereby  to  ahoat  ooe-thurd  of  tke  nstutf 
quantity. 

The  exports  are  dates,  pressed  and  dry,  grain,  salf-flsli,  salt^  shark- 
flm,  cotton,  pearls,  <Ik:.,  Ac.  Pates  are  tbe  principal  pro«hictioB  of 
Oman,  and  as  they  form  one  of  the  siaiple  foods  erf  fte  peoplo^  Ike 
annual  consunTpti^n  of  the  conntFy,  in  addkion  te  tke  qvaslity 
exported,  is  enormous. 
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The  manufactures  of  Oman  are  almost  confined  to  textile  fabrics 
and  pottery.  The  chief  seat  of  the  former  industry  is  the  provioce  of 
£1  Batinab,  whence  the  cloth  is  exported  chiefly  to  Zanzibar  and 
Yemen.  The  potteries  are  at  Nezwa,  El  Bostak,  Muttra,  Ac.,  &c.,  but 
are  not  of  much  importance. 

The  customs  farm  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  same  Hindoo  firm  that 
has  htU  it  for  the  hat  200  yMnrs.  Th#  amouiKl  pakt  ta  the  Sukaa  for 
the  farm  for  the  past  twelve  moatha  was  120,000  doL  This,  however, 
includes  not  only  the  customs  duties  properly  so  called,  but  also  transit 
dues  on  produce  from  the  isterioi;  pe^  mmofKiditf a,  &c.  There  are  six 
hranehas  or  stations,  of  the  Muscat  Custom  House. 

ThereF  i»  no  ^oty  en  exports.  The  tariff  on  imports  is  5  per  cent, 
oif  vtdarem.  Transhipment  duties  5  per  cent.  J)att8  are  charged 
supees  L:  8  to  rupees  3 : 8  per  camel  load. 

Wharfiee  and  wv^dng,  half  anna  per  pac&age. 

Bte  eraasigB  dnraig  the  past  year  has  ranged  from  rupees  206  ta 
22rperimdDfe. 

The  aceampsnyin^  tables  show  the  approximate  values  of  exnorta 
and  in^rts^  and  the  average  tonnage  of  vessels.  It  ia  impossible  to 
obtain  cfirrtet  ittunia  of  i±e  trade  of  thia  port. 

S.  B.  MILES,  Mtjor, 
IIM.MJ8  Actituji  FoUtical  Agent  and  CoMul,  Mutcat. 
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MUSCAT  AND  PEESIA. 

Beport  on  the  Trade  of  the  Perdan  QvXf  and  MuMeatfor  the  Years 

1874-76. 

Tbabb  op  tee  Pxbsiak  Gulf. 

Tu£  Beport  on  Trade  for  the  year  1873  being  intended  as  tlie  first 
of  a  series  was  prefieu^d  by  some  general  remarks  on  tbe  subject,  which, 
80  &r  as  the  circumstances  are  unaltered,  need  no  repetition. 

During  tbe  year  1874,  a  weekly  line  of  mail  steamers  commenced 
running  between  India  and  the  Persian  Qulf  and  Busrab,  and  although 
the  direct  line  of  steamers  between  London  and  Busrab  was  temporarOy 
discontinued,  this  service  is  about  to  be  re-established  on  an  improved 
system  by  the  British  India  Steam  Navigation  Company. 

The  memorandum  on  the  subject  of  the  opium  trade  of  Persia 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  G.  Lucas,  Uncovenanted  Assistant  Resident,  which 
accompanies  the  report,  will  be  seen  to  contain  interesting  information 
on  that  subject. 

There  has  been  a  very  marked  falling  off  in  trade  as  regards  the 
Persian  Coast,  during  the  year  under  report.  At  the  port  of  Bushire 
the  decrease  is  shown  in  both  imports  and  exports,  and  amounts  to 
an  aggregate  of  over  18  lakhs  of  rupees.  This  decrease  would  have* 
been  stjll  greater,  but  for  the  removal  of  the  prohibition  on  the  export 
of  grain,  and  increased  exportation  of  opium. 

The  Persian  market  is  supposed  to  be  still  overstocked,  and  a 
further  depression  of  trade  may  be  expected. 

Tbe  harvests  in  the  south  have  been  but  scanty,  and  though  the 
return  probablv  covers  the  outlay,  it  will  scarcely  do  more. 

Tbe  same  impediments  to  trade  as  were  alluded  to  in  the  previous 
report  still  exist  in  Southern  Persia,  excopt  perhaps  it  may  be  allowed 
that  the  efforts  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Governor-General  of  Pars, 
have  rendered  the  caravan  roads  in  his  province  more  secure  than  they 
were. 

The  hopes  that  had  been  formed  of  reforms  and  innovations  tending 
to  develop  the  resources  and  improve  the  communication  seem,  as 
regards  the  south  of  Persia,  far  from  realization. 

The  remarks  which  were  previously  advanced  regarding  the  diffi- 
culties which  beset  the  British  merchants  in  Southern  Persia,  and  the 
requirements  to  facilitate  commerce,  might  be  repeated  at  tbe  present 
time  with  increased  emphasis. 

EziBAOT  FBOM  THE  AnHnnsTBATioy  Kepobt  of  the  Muscat 
Political  Agency  foe  1874-75. 

2Vflkfe.— A  marked  increase  in  imports  and  exports  during  the  year 
is  observable  over  the  preceding  year.  Though  Sf uscat  is  by  far  the 
principal  commercial  depdt  of  Oman,  tbe  ports  of  Soor  and  Sohar  import 
goods  from  India  and  the  Gulf  independently,  and  as  the  enforcement 
of  customs  duties  is  practically  in  abevance  at  those  places,  they  are 
gradually  drawing  away  a  good  deal  of  the  trade  from  Muscat. 

The  chief  production  of  the  country  and  one  of  the  staple  foods  of 
the  people  are  dates,  and  great  losses  are  suffered  this  year  in  con- 
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seqaence  of  a  great  portion  of  the  crop  being  destiojed  by  heavy  and 
unseasonable  rains.  This  would  have  caused  great  distress  had  it  not 
been  for  the  unusual  cheapness  of  grain  in  Persia  and  Busreh,  which 
was  imported  in  large  quantities. 

Bice  was  also  largely  imported  during  the  jear. 

The  customs  have  been  farmed  for  120,000  doL,  which  is  probablj 
much  under  the  actual  receipts. 

The  exchange  has  averaged  during  the  year  from  rupees  203  to  220. 

MeKOBANDUH   ok  the   CULTIVi.TI0ir  AND   EXPOBTATTOK  OF   OpiUli 

nr  Pebsia. 

Opium  is  cultivated  principally  in  Yezd  and  Ispahan,  and  partly  in 
the  districts  of  Khorasan,  Eerman,  Ears,  and  Shusoter. 

The  opium  grown  in  Yezd  is  considered  to  be  better  than  that  in 
Ispahan  and  elsewhere,  owing  to  the  climate  and  soil  of  that  place  being 
better  adapted  for  the  growth  of  the  drug.  But  the  district  of  Tezo, 
notwithstanding  the  existence  of  a  large  cultivable  area,  is  not  capable 
of  any  considerable  extension  of  the  cultivation  of  opium,  owing  to  the 
insumciency  of  the  means,  both  natural  and  artificial,  of  irrigation. 

Ispahan,  however,  differs  from  Yezd  in  this  latter  respect,  as  it 
abounds  in  streams  and  rivers,  and  is  capable  of  jc;reater  exteusion  of 
the  cultivation  of  the  drug.  But  the  cultivation  of  cotton  and  cereals 
tsikeB  up  a  lai^  part  of  those  resources  and  tends  in  no  small  degree  to 
reduce  the  culture  of  opium. 

A  few  years  ago,  the  profits  of  the  opium  trade  having  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  Persians,  almost  ail  available  or  suitably  ground  ia 
Yezd,  Ispahan,  and  elsewhere  was  utilised  for  the  cultivation  of  opium, 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  cereals  and  other  produce. 

It  was  then  supposed  by  some  that  the  opium  cultivation  would  be 
indefinitely  extended  in  Persia.  But  circumstances  eventually  showed 
tbat  such  could  not  be  the  case. 

The  attempt  of  the  natives  to  enrich  themselves  by  cultivation  and 
fp*owth  of  a  profitable  article  of  trade  and  their  neglect  to  provide  for 
the  necessaries  of  life,  combined  with  drought  and  other  circumstances, 
resulted  in  the  famine  of  1871-72. 

The  costly  experience  then  gained  has  made  the  Persians  more 
careful  and  provident,  and  they  are  now  using  a  limited  space  for  the 
cultivation  of  opium. 

The  largest  produce  they  had  in  Persia,  a  few  years  ago,  did  not 
exceed  2,600  cases,  it  has  since  been  reduced  to  some  2,000  cases,  as 
shown  in  the  accompanyiu)?  Table  marked  A. 

The  quantity  ejcported  during  last  year,  viz.,  between  1st  January 
and  81st  December,  1874,  was  2,002  cases,  as  per  annexed  Table 
marked  R 

Of  this  583  cases  were  the  produce  of  the  crop  of  1878-74,  and 
1,419  that  of  187^75. 

The  probable  export  for  the  year  1874-75  is  estimated  at  2,030 
cases,  as  per  appendix  marked  C. 

The  crop  comes  to  hand  in  May  and  June,  and  the  great  part  of  the 
opium  finds  its  way  at  the  shipping  ports  between  September  and 
January. 

The  shipping  ports  are  Bushire  and  Bunder  Abbass.  The  whole 
TOoduce  of  Ispahan  and  Pars  is  brought  to  Bushire.  The  produce  of 
^orasan  and  Kerman  is  taken  to  the  lezd  market ;  and  this  together 
with  that  of  Yezd  itself  are  sent  partly  to  Bushire,  partly  to  Bunder 
Abbass. 

[358]  !• 
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The  opium  has  hitherto  been  carried  by  English  Bteamen  nmnisjg^ 
monthly  between  England  and  ihe  Persian  Gulf.  The  portion  which  i* 
intended  for  China  is  trans-shipped  at  Suex  on  board  the  P.  and  O.  Ca's 
steamers.  This  route  is  selected  in  view  to  aroid  the  duty  levied  at 
British  Indian  ports^ 

The  exportation  of  opium  from  Persia  during  the  year  1874  was  as 
follows : — 

To  Hong-Kong  cases  1,889,  and  Singapore  80     • . 
Londoii    ••        ••        ••         ••        #•        •• 


Total 


MS 

2,002 


The  Persian  opiom,  it  is  said,  is  not  mruAi  liked  in.  C9m»»  onving  to 
its  having  a  peculiar  flavour  caused  by  th»  mixture  of  a  large  quantity 
of  oil  during  process  of  preparation,  and  owing  alao  to  Hm  bring 
aoinetimes  found  adulterated. 

It  however  findu  a  somewhat  better  market  in  London,  inaamidi  aa 
it  contains,  on  an  average,  a  large  quantity  of  morphia.^ 

The  mater  part  of  the  Persian  opium  taken  to  London  is  ihenoe 
aent  to  ^e  Continent  and  to  America. 

Prior  to  the  opening  of  steam  communication  on  Wae  Persian  Gulf 
mnne  opium  nsea  to  be  sent  from  Persia  by  land  to  GoaataatiBDpIc^ 
whenoe  it  found  its  way  to  the  Continent.  But  that  route  haa  ainoB 
been  altogether  given  up. 

About  100  cases  of  opium  (in  cakes)  are  brought  annually  to  Bersia 
Cnmu  Herat.  This  is  taken  to  the  Tead  market.  From  xead  abo  a 
quantity  of  opium  prepared  in  the  shape  of  small  sticks  or  c^indera  is 
aent  for  consumption  in  Herat. 

A  small  quantity  of  stick  opium  is  consumed  in  Persia  itself. 

No  opium  whatever  is  known  to  be  imported  into  Persia  from  other 
places. 


A. — ^Estimate  of  the  quantity  of  Opium  cultivated  annually  in  Persia 
between  the  Tears  1868-69  and  1874-76. 


Pioriim  orDlitrict 
wnornii  Onlttvtttod. 

18iS-6S. 

18SS-7a 

1870-7L* 

ia71-72.» 

187^8. 

l87a-74. 

1874-76. 

Caaes. 

Gaaet. 

Gaaea. 

CaMa. 

Gteea. 

GaMS. 

Cnea. 

KhonMn      

ItO 

MO 

80 

60 

80 

isa 

100 

Kennaa 

100 

150 

5a 

80 

60 

no 

100 

Te»i 

600 

85Q 

890 

260 

408 

860 

880 

Iqmlutii         

Keereesin  Fan 

700 
80 

1,900 
100 

€50 

60 

460 

60 

708 
60 

•« 

1,880 

Shins  and   Kamm 

In  Fam      «,       ... 

70 

100 

40 

88 

88 

100 

100 

Shnaliter       

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

XUal 

1,»60 

2,610 

^m 

820 

UOO 

z.(m 

tfiOf> 
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PERSIA. 

EESHT. 
Separt  by  Chntul  Churchill  on  the  Silkworm  Disease  in  Ghilan, 

Ok  my  appointment  to  Her  Majesty's  CoosuUhip  at  Resbt,  one  of 
the  first  things  that  attracted  my  attention  was  the  silkworm  disease, 
which  had,  as  everywhere  else,  greatly  reduced  the  amount  and  the 
quality  of  the  silk  produced  in  the  Caspian  Provinces  of  Persia,  once  so 
nourishing  and  prosperous  owing  to  the  extensive  growth  therein  of 
this  viduable  article  of  trade ;  and  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  applv  to 
your  Lordship  for  Mr.  Pasteur's  work,  entitled  ''  Etudes  sur  la  maladie 
dea  vers  a  soie,"  which  Professor  Tyndall  highly  recommended. 

Mr.  Pasteur,  after  a  most  minute  investigation  of  the  circumstances 
attending  the  sickening  and  dying  of  the  silkworm,  had  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  this  valuable  insect  was  liable  to  two  principal  diseases, 
both  hereditary ;  the  one  called  pebrine  was,  moreover,  of  a  contagious 
nature;  the  other  disease  was  termed  flachirie.  Mr.  Pasteur  proved 
by  numerous  experiments  that  both  these  diseases  could  bo  kept  under 
and  even  exterminated,  by  common  care  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
adoption  of  a  plan  which  he  proposes  in  his  work.  That  plan  consists 
in  a  minute  inspection,  by  means  of  tho  microscope,  of  the  moth  that 
lavs  the  eggs.  If  it  be  found  free  from  corpuscules,  a  good  crop  of 
silk  may  be  counted  upon.  The  presence  of  ten  corpuscules  in  the 
field  of  the  microscope  is  sufficient  to  condemn  the  eggs,  as  showing 
the  existence  of  the  maladv  to  a  degreo  that  would  kill  the  worm  before 
it  could  spin.  The  careful  removal  of  such  eggs  would  not,  however,  in 
itself  ensure  the  extirpation  of  the  pebrine.  To  attain  this  important 
object  Mr.  Pasteur  proposes  a  system  of  cellular  rearing,  by  which  the 
worms  destined  to  regenerate  the  race  are  reared  separately,  and  a 
selection  is  made  of  the  best  specimens  for  reproduction. 

Thus  much  for  the  pebrine;  the  disease  called  flachirie  is  more 
particularly  due  to  want  of  care,  and  usually  results  in  killing  the 
worm  before  it  climbs  on  to  the  boughs  to  spin.  It  is,  however,  a 
hereditary  disease,  though  not  so  deadiv  as  the  pebrine,  and  may  be 
kept  down  by  sanitary  measures  which  are  fully  gone  into  by 'Mr. 
Pasteur. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  those  who  take  an  interest  in  the  subject 
to  have  a  succinct  history  of  the  development  of  this  branch  of  industry 
in  these  provinces.  Chardin,  who  wrote  upwards  of  200  years  ago, 
mentions  silk  as  an  important  article  of  trade  in  Persia  in  his  days,  and 
Persian  authors  mention  it  as  a  Persian  commodity  centuries  before 
Ghaidin.  When  the  disease  broke  out  in  Europe  some  twenty  years 
ago  the  Italians  were  the  first  to  come  to  Ghilan  to  purchase  eggs  firee 
from  the  malady.  It  was  in  1858  that  Europeans  first  cume  to  Besht 
for  that  purpose,  and  they  are  said  to  have  brought  with  them  a  small 
quantity  of  diseased  eggs  of  their  own  country  for  sale  in  Ghilan.  It 
is  difficult  to  understand  with  what  object  this  importation  of  diseased 
eggs  could  have  been  effected,  but  however  this  may  be,  it  is  from  the 
first  visit  of  these  Italians  that  dates  the  disease  in  these  provinces 
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The  exportation  of  silkworm  eggs  was  prohibited  in  1859  by  the 
Persian  Government,  but  the  protiibition  was  raised  shoiilj  after. 

In  1867  the  disease  had  made  such  propxess  in  QhilaD,  Mazen- 
deran  and  Asterabad,  that  Japanese  eggs  had  to  be  imported.  These 
succeeded  for  a  time  in  warding  off  the  blow,  but  apart  from  the  fact 
that  the  silk  produced  from  this  grain  was  of  an  inferior  quality,  this 
stock  ultimately  degenerated,  and  eggs  from  Khorasan  had  to  be 
resorted  to.  They  in  like  manner  turned  out  spurious,  and  at  the 
present  moment  the  majority  of  the  silk  produced  ia  Ghilan  comes  from 
the  Japanese  stock  introduced  since  1867,  and  the  silk  being  yery 
inferior  it  is  not  worth  this  year  more  than  a  third  of  what  it  was  ten 
years  ago.  The  reason  assigned  by  the  natives  to  the  deterioration  of 
tiie  Kiiorosan  eggs  is  that  to  make  money  large  quantities  of  bad 
eggs  haye  been  sent  to  Khorasan  from  infected  parts,  to  supply  tlie 
sreat  demand  in  that  quarter.  The  silk  produced  by  the  Japanese 
bveed  is  neither  so  ine  nor  so  plentiful  as  that  formerly  prodnc^  ij 
ihe  native  insect,  bat  experience  has  shown  that  the  coooons  of  ths 
breed  poduced  in  Ghilan  are  larger  than  the  original  stock ;  this  may 
be  altrtbiited  to  the  succulent  nature  of  the  mulb^ry  leaf  in  this  damp 
climate. 

The  subjoined  table  will  show  the  quantity  of  silk  produced  in 
Ghilan  within  t^  last  ten  years,  and  the  value  of  the  snccessire  cnms 
daring  that  period,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Talue  of  the  silk 
pgsdttccd  in  1806  was  at  least  seven  times  what  it  has  amouated  to  ttiis 
year. 

Finding  in  Mahmoud  Ehan,  the  Gtnremor  of  Ghilan,  a  aan  capable 
of  appreciating  a  discoyery  of  so  important  a  nature  as  that  maae  hy 
Mr.  Pasteur,  1  took  pains  to  explain  to  His  Excellency,  both  verbally 
and  in  writing,  the  author's  system,  and  I  shortly  recayed  visits  from 
several  extensive  silk  growers  who  showed  themselves  anxious  to  be 
informed  of  the  working  of  Mr.  Pasteur's  plan. 

I  explained  to  these  people  how  the  moths  sfaonld  be  exaained 
with  the  microscope,  and  in  what  cases  the  eggs  should  be  rejected. 

I  am  now  informed  by  the  Governor  that  the  result  of  an  experi 
made  on  160  eggs  that  had  thus  been  selected  had  been  most 
flMtory,  as  only  four  of  the  worms  had  perished,  while  all  the  rena 
had  produced  yery  fine  cocoons.  When  such  results  are  attained  on 
worms  hatched  from  the  second  supply  of  esgs  produoed  in  the  ssae 
season,  ar<d  this  under  circumstances  naturally  csJculated,  an  account  of 
the  adraneed  season,  to  stunt  the  growth  of  the  insect,  some  hope  mmw 
be  entertained  for  ihe  future  of  Ghilan,  which  is  an  eesentiauy  mm, 
nowing  country ;  but  for  this  the  Shah's  govemment  must  be  sHve  to> 
nie  practkai  adyantaco  that  it  will  derive  from  attending  to  tbeae 
matters.  Mr.  Pasteur  s  method  should  be  made  known  throughout  the 
CSaspian  Pirovinces,  and  the  best  means  should  be  adopted  wHh  a  yiew 
to  tiie  gradual  regeneration  of  the  silkworm  and  the  extirpation  of  tiie 
ndmae.  The  Governor  has,  I  learn,  made  proposals  to  this  dfiset  ts* 
the  Persian  Government,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  his  sug 
au^  not  be  treated  with  indifference. 

Xeshti  October  12,1875. 
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PORTUGAL. 

MOZAMBIQUE. 

Seport  hy  Consul  Elton  on  ike  Trade  and  Oommerce  of  Mozambique 
for  the  Tear  1875. 

Sectiok  L^Oeoobaphical   and    Gxi^bax   Sextch   of  the 
Peoyince  op  Mozambique. 

Description  of  Possessions. — ^The  Portuguese  Possessions  on  the  East 
Coast  of  Africa  (Provincia  de  Mo9ambique)  extend  over  more  than 
1,200  miles  of  coast  line,  from  Cape  Delgado  to- the  Bay  of  Louren90 
Marques,  comprising  the  southern  shores  of  Delagoa  Bay  as  far  south  as 
26**  S(y  south  latitude. 

The  furthest  points  in  the  interior  occupied  by  the  Portuguese  are  on 
the  Zambezi  Eiver,  where  a  few  men  were  recently  stationed  as  high  as 
Zumbo,  but  are  now  withdrawn  to  Tete.  There  are  no  posts  held  in  the 
interior  by  the  Portuguese  on  the  East  Coast  of  Africa  elsewhere  than 
in  their  district  of  Zambezia. 

The  possessions  are  divided  into  seven  military  districts,  under 
Governors,  viz.  :— 

1.  Mo9ambique  (Governor- General). 

I:  S"^'  \  Zambezi.. 

4.  Sofala. 

5.  Inhambane. 

6.  Louren90  Marques. 

7.  Ilhas  de  Cabo  Delgado. 

The  settlements  of  Mussooril  and  Cabaceira,  on  the  isolated  peninsula 
of  land  opposite  to  the  Island  of  Mozambique,  are  colonized  and  pro- 
ductive, and  the  district  of  Sancoul,  two  miles  from  the  town,  is 
governed  by  a  Sheikh  who  is  vassal  to  Portugal ;  but  Quintangonha, 
the  fine  district  extending  from  Conducia  Bay  north  to  the  Bay  of 
Feman  Veloso,  has  revolted  recently  and  the  Sheikh  appointed  by  the 
Local  Government  was  murdered. 

No  jurisdiction  whatever  actually  exists  on  the  mainland,  except  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Island  of  Mozambique  and  its  immediate  environs, 
and  over  a  small  settlement  on  the  Angoxa  Biver. 

Zambezia  comprises  Quilimane,  Sena,  Tete,  and  the  districts 
bordering  on  the  Zambezi  Aiver  and  its  delta,  as  far  north  as  the 
Mocusa  Eiver.  This  is  the  district  wherein  the  colonists  maintain 
their  best  footing,  and  here,  with  assistance  from  the  Portuguese 
Government,  and  a  system  of  consolidation,  it  is  possible  they  may 
subsequently  succeed  in  creating  a  profitable  and  creaitable  settlement, 
although  local  energy  is  on  the  ebb. 
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The  difltnct  of  Sofala  comprises  at  the  present  day  only  the  town 
and  port  of  Sofala  and  the  Convict  Dep6t  at  the  Bazaruto  Islands. 
Umseila  is  the  paramount  chief  on  the  sea-board,  and  sways  over 
Manica,  Quiteye,  and  the  gold  mines,  where  all  hold  has  been  long  lost 
by  the  descendants  of  the  conquerors  of  Monomotapa. 

In  the  Inhambane  district,  certain  Crown  lands  are  held  on  the 
mainland,  and  around  and  even  beyond  Inhalinga  Kiver,  uorfchwards, 
and  the  neighbouring  chiefs  would  be  friendly  to  the  Portuguese  rule 
had  it  the  power  to  protect  them  from  the  forays  of  Urn sei la's  wandering 
bands,  who  really  govern  the  interior  from  the  Limpopo  to  the 
Zambezi. 

"The  Government  of  Lourenco  Marques"  (Ensaio  sobre  a  Esta- 
tistica  de  Mo9ambique,  published  by  order  of  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment, page  60)  "consists  solely,  de  facto,  of  the  fortified  town 
situated  on  the  bay  of  the  same  name,"  and  no  jurisdiction  is  exercised 
over  King  George's  Biver,  the  Maputa  Eiver,  or  Inyact,  or  so  far  even 
as  two  miles  beyond  the  town,  by  the  Governor,  who,  assisted  by  a 
custom-house  officer,  a  treasurer,  and  a  secretary,  and  protected  by  a 
few  black  soldiers,  insufficient  in  numbers  to  man  the  dilapidated 
fortifications  of  the  settlement  with  its  unserviceable  guns,  is  compelled 
to  adopt  a  policy  of  inaction  and  depend  solely  on  chance,  foreign 
energies,  and  foreign  speculators  for  the  future  development  of  this 
magnificent  district. 

The  capital  of  the  district  of  Cape  Delgado  is  Ibo.  Beyond  the 
island  and  the  town  extends  but  a  nominal  jurisdiction,  rarely 
exercised,  over  the  immediate  mainland  and  aojoining  Querimba 
Islands. 

Qovernment. — ^The  Government  of  Mozambique  is  essentially  military. 
The  Governor-General  of  the  province  presides  over  the  "  Junta  de 
Fazenda"  and  "Junta  de  Justi9a,"  as  well  as  the  "Conselho  do 
Govemo."  All  questions  of  importance  are  referred  to  him  by  the 
Qt)vemors  of  the  districts,  who  are  assisted  at  Tete,  Quilimane, 
Sofala,  Inhambane,  and  Ibo  by  a  local  council,  termed  the  "  Delega9ao 
de  Fazenda." 

Baces  and  Beligians, — Perfect  religious  tolerance  exists.  Maho- 
medafls,  Banyans,  Parsees,  Khojahs,  and  the  superstitious  Kaffirs  and 
Makuas,  live  in  amity  with  Roman  Catholics  and  Protestants 
(Estatistica,  &c.). 

Education, — Education  was  at  its  lowest  ebb  until  this  year  1875, 
when  the  recently  appointed  prelate  of  Mozambique,  Father  Jos6 
Caetano  Goncalves,  established  an  admirably  conducted  school  of  pri- 
mary instruction  in  the  city,  where  no  distinctions  of  race,  or  colour,  or 
sect  are  allowed  to  exist.  With  monetary  support,  which  is  urgently 
needed,  this  institution  will  sensibly  aid  in  advancing  the  civilization  of 
the  east  coast,  which  begins  to  show  some  promise  of  emerging  from 
the  decadence  of  its  earlier  prosperity. 

Health. — On  the  rivers  of  the  low  coast  of  Mozambique,  where 
those  mangrove  swamps  that  are  flooded  by  spring  tides  only  become 
receptacles  for  vegetable  debris  fermenting  under  heavy  rains  and  a  hot 
sun,  both  fevers  and  ague  are  rife,  but  with  careful  precautious  there  is 
nothing  for  any  Englishman  to  fear,  who  is  gifted  with  a  strong  con- 
stitution and  moderately  careful  in  his  habits.  The  secrets  of  avoiding 
serious  attacks  are  plenty  of  work  and  frequent  change  of  scene. 
Quilimane  is  perhaps  the  most  unhealthy  port,  after  which  follow,  in 
improving  rotation,  Ibo,  Mozambioue,  Inhambane,  and  the  district  of 
Lourenco  Marques.    The  latter  aistrict  does  not   deserve  the  bad 
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character  it  has  earned  from  the  Bile  of  its  town,  surrounded  by  an 
open  swampy  and  from  the  imprudences  and  consequent  experiences  of 
prejudiced  and  frightened  visitors ;  when  on  the  high  land,  within  one 
mile  of  the  '*  Comptoir/*  fresh  sea  breezes,  a  pure  air,  and  good  health 
are  enjoyed. 

Over  140  officers  and  men  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  ^  Thetis,'*  and  the 
Portuguese  gunboat  **  Sena,"  were  occupied  for  ten  days  on  an  expe- 
dition for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  in  the  mangrove  swamns 
of  the  Moma  and  Kisungo  Rivers,  and  not  one  case  of  fever  subsequenuj 
occurred.  The  system  of  a  daily  dose  of  quinine  and  sherry  at  dav- 
break,  served  out  to  all  hands  alike,  was  adopted  with  success,  m 
Captain  Owen*s  tirae^  1826,  the  medical  treatment  killed  more  than  the 
fever,  which,  although  very  few  escape  eutirely,  is  not  dangerous  to  life 
except  under  adverse  circumstances  of  attack,  distant  from  comfort, 
shelter,  or  aid. 

Although  small  pox  has  been  raging  on  the  Madagascar  coast,  the 
Portuguese  Possessions  have  been  singularly  free  &om  all  epidemic 
diseases  during  the  past  eighteen  months. 

Cbscs  of  heat  apoplexy  are  very  rarely  heard  of  on  the  East  Coast, 
notwithstanding  the  violence  of  the  sun*s  rays.  Fevers,  ague,  and 
dysentery  are  the  most  frequent  diseases. 


Sbotiok  U. — HisTOBicAx  Seetoh  of  the  Pobtuousse  Posbss- 
8I0KS  OK  THE  East  Coast  op  Afeica  (1497 — 1875).* 

When  the  King  Dom  Manuel  succeeded  to  the  throne  of  Portugal, 
the  navigators  of  the  school  of  Sagres  had  already  erected  pillars  of 
discovery  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  a  new  expedition  was 
preparing  in  Lisbon  to  foUow  up  the  adventurous  pathway  towards  the 
eaat. 

Heir  te  the  comprehensive  genius  of  Dom  JoSo  XL  and  of  the 
Infimto  Bom  Henrique,  this  fortunate  monarch  determined  to  preae 
eagerly  in  the  same  glorious  teste,  hurried  on  the  preparations  of  tli^ 
fleet,  and  the  banner  of  the  Army  of  Christ  was  soon  unfurled  over  the 
waters  of  the  Indian  Ocean.  « 

On  the  8th  July,  1487,  the  three  vessels,  the  S.  Gttbriel,  the  £L 
Bafael,  and  the  Berrio,  left  their  moorings  in  the  Tagua,  in  corapai^ 
with  a  barque  laden  with  supplies,  destined  to  accomplish  one  of  the 
greatest  deeds  of  the  modem  age.  Th^  chief  of  this  expedition  waa 
Yasco  da  Ghuna,  a  gentleman  of  the  king's  household,!  and  his  chief 
pilot  was  Pero  de  Aiemquer,  the  same  man  who  doubled  the  Cape  of 
Storms  (Cabo  das  Tomentas)  under  the  command  of  Bartholomew 
Diaz  and  Lopo  Infemte.]: 

The  fleet  sailed  with  varying  fortune  as  fur  as  Cabo  Yerde,  and 


•  TnnsUtod  from  *'  Eomio  aohre  a  Betatiatioa  de  ]Io9tmbiqiie  e  snss  Dimn- 
dmOM  na  Ootta  Oncatsl  da  Africa  so  6ol  4e  Equdoi^"— pmbUslMd  bj  onkr  sf 
Iks  Governmoit  of  His  Msti  Faithfml  Kijeity  Uie  Kbg  of  PoruigaL  hUboa, 
Zl  December,  1858  (pages  1-48). 

t  **  Fida'go  da  Gaaa de  el  Bei*'  Foro  delidaigo  is  a  pziTllege  of  clssi  gfrea  In 
Fofti^  Qii£r  sn  etpecdd  gruA  from  the  king,  almost  aaalogoas  to  our  Judgbt- 
biod.— F.B. 

t  Tke  piloiof  this  fleet  was  eaOed  Fere  de  Alernqner,  a  fsry  eaq^  maa  ia 
sosfiiTiair  (aas  ooosas  do  mutU  and  owing  to  whose  hidastiy  Liopo  lalaals  aad 
Btttholomew  Diss  reached  as  &r  as  the  £i?er  Infimte  (Damiao  de  Qoe«^  uhyoffim 
dt  el  rei  Dom  Manuel;. 
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tkere  the  eommander  parted  company  from  the  other  yefisela  of  his 
CMiToy,  but  some  days  after  in  the  same  latitude  they  met  again  and 
tke  joint  foree  proceeded  in  search  of  the  stormy  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

On  a  Wednesday^  22nd  November  of  the  same  year,*  at  mid-day, 
tltt  finroona  promontory  wag  doubled  with  a  fidr  wind ;  and  on  the  25th 
of  the  tame  month  ttie  *' Angra  (creek)  de  8.  Braa"  was  entered,  where 
some  delay  was  made  to  water  the  ships,  but  after  passing  the  mouth  of 
t\e  '*  Bio  do  Infante/*  the  furthest  point  discoyered  by  the  people  of 
Bartholomew  liiaz,  such  a  strong  southerly  current  and  so  heayy  a  sea 
vnm  encountered,  that  on  the  25th  December  scarcely  seventy  leagues 
had  been  gained  beyond  the  Cape.  In  commetijoration  of  the  day  the 
name  of  *'  Terra  de  Katal "  was  giren  to  the  point  of  the  coast  then 
sighted,  the  name  which  it  still  preserves  this  day. 

On  the  lOth  January,  14d8,  a  small  river  was  sighted,  which  was  called 
**io  Cobre/'  and  its  banks,  which  were  vitiited,  were  named  "  Terra  de 
Boa  Oente,"  from  the  |;ciod  reception  given  by  its  inhabitants.  After- 
wards the  Bar  of  Quilimane  was  passed,  and  the  river  here  flowing 
into  the  sea  was  called  "  dos  boas  signaes.**  After  a  month's  stay  at 
this  point,  and  the  erection  of  the  Pillar  San  Bafael,  the  voyage  was 
continued  in  search  of  the  wished-for  India. 

On  the  1st  March  of  the  same  year,  1^8,t  the  Island  of  Mosambique 
was  sighted,  but  conununication  was  not  held  with  the  inhabitants  until 
the  following  day,  when  some  came  off  in  boats  to  help  the  ship,  even 
belbre  they  had  anchored  near  the  town.  Here  the  adventurous 
navigators  found  a  colony  of  Arabs  establifthed,  from  the  Bed  Sea, 
mixed  with  some  Asiatics,  trading  in  the  exchange  of  Indian  products 
for  gold,  ivory,  amber,  and  other  riches  of  Sofala  and  Monomotopa. 

The  fleet  of  Vasoo  da  Gama  then  visited  Momba9a  and  Mellnde,  and 
obtaining  in  this  last  port  the  desired  pilots  to  show  the  way  to  Calicut^ 
he  oon^ued  his  Ibrtiuiate  voyage  of  discovery.  We  have  not  to  follow 
him  on  this  new  route,  but  propose  to  connne  ourselves  only  to  his 
snceesses  on  the  £aat  Coast  of  Africa. 

About  1500,  after  diacovering  Brasil,  Pedro  Alvares  Cabral  arrived 
at  the  Island  of  Mozambique  with  the  vessels  which  remained  in  his 
company  of  the  fleet  with  which  he  sailed  from  Lisbon,  and  from  here 
he  ordered  dancho  de  Tear  to  explore  the  port  ol  Sofalla.  This  adven* 
tnrous  captain  happily  reached  Portugal  with  the  first  news  of  this 
ridi  district. 

Yaseo  da  Gama,  on  retumioe  a  second  time  to  India  in  1502,  called 
OB  paaaing  at  the  Port  of  Sofalu,  as  directed  by  his  instructions,  And 
was  well  received  by  the  Sheikh  of  the  country.  Later  on,  uniting 
with  the  division  of  "^  Vicente  Sodre,  the  treacherous  Sheikh  of  Eilwa 
w«s  cbaptiacd  and  ssade  tributary  to  the  Portuguese  crown.  After- 
wards another  fleet  commanded  by  Dom  Estev^  da  Chnna,  smi  of  thm 
Admiral  of  tiie  Indian  Seas,  appeared,  and  in  the  future  all  the  Ariadaa 
which  suled  from  Portugal  for  the  East  called  at  one  or  more  points  of 
this  country. 

In  1503  Antoiiio  de  Saldanha  gnvehisnaaMtoAgmada,iawhi(Ahay 

*  Castsoheda,  Ooei%  Bairos,  and  other  diroaSelsn  give  the  date  of  the  SM 
Karexnbcr  for  the  doubling  of  the  C2ape  of  Good  Hope  ligr  Tasco  da  Gama.  W« 
pnfer  the  op'mUm  of  Alfaro  Telbo,  iniaa  **  Boteiro*  of  the  voyage  aad  <fiioov«i7, 
ibr  the  author  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  fleet.  (Sae  the  *'  Boteiro,"  pnbfiihfldla 
Oporto  in  1BS8  by  MeMra.  Kimke  and  Puva) 

t  In  the  weB  written  ''Memoria  FslatSatka  iohre  oi  domtmsi  TMtoyDeaes  na 
Aftka  eriental,*'  bj  Sebaati^  Zavier  Botelho,  the  date  14S7  is  given  to  this  Mh 
coTciy,  perhaps  by  a  typogra^icd  error. 
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is  now  placed  the  fine  city  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,*  and  fought 
there  with  the  savages,  who  later  on  killed  the  great  Dom  Francisco 
d' Almeida.  One  of  the  captains  of  the  fleet  which  sailed  under  his 
command  from  Lisbon,  Diogo  Fernandes  Pereira,  straying  from  his 
convoy,  discovered  the  Island  of  Socotra,  near  the  mouth  ofttho  Ited 
Sea,  and  another  captain  of  the  same  fleet,  Ruj  Loren90,  who  was  also 
driven  by  a  storm  from  his  companions,  reached  the  Island  of  Zanzibar, 
and  helped  the  good  King  of  Melinde  against  the  perfidious  Chief  of 
Moinba<;ft- 

The  importance  of  Mozambique  was  from  that  time  recognized  by 
us.  The  fleet  which  left  the  kingdom  for  India  always  called  at  the 
inland,  not  only  because  there  they  found  one  of  the  best  ports  of  East 
Africa,  but  because  from  its  geographical  position  it  was  the  most 
adapted  as  a  commercial  station  between  Europe  and  the  East. 

Dom  Francisco  d' Almeida,  the  first  Viceroy  of  India,  left  Lisbon  in 
1505,  repaired  to  the  coast  of  Zanzibar,  and  took  Kilwa,t  building  a 
fortreaa  tliere  which  was  left  garrisoned  by  Portuguese:  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Mombasa,  set  in  flames  that  hostile  town,  and  sending  Gon- 
9alo  Yaz  de  Goes  with  goods  for  the  ransom  of  Sofala,  sailed  on  his 
way  to  the  East. 

From  this  same  year,  1605,  dates  the  commencement  of  Portuguese 
colonixation  on  the  land  of  East  Africa,  and  what  is  now  called  the 
Frovince  of  Mozambique  then  began  under  the  modest  title  of  the 
Captaincy  of  Sofala.  We  shall  see  how  from  this  weak  stockade, 
roughly  erected  on  the  mouth  of  an  unimportant  river  our  dominion 
extended  for  hundreds  of  leagues  from  the  shore,  and  in  tlie  interior  of 
this  country  of  mines  and  most  fertile  lands.  J 

Pero  de  Anhaya,  appointed  the  first  captain  of  the  colony,  entered 
the  mouth  of  the  river  of  Sofala  in  September  of  this  year,  waited  for 
some  time  for  the  arrival  of  the  ships  which  had  parted  company  from 
him  on  the  voyage  there  from  Lisbon,  and  when  all  the  fleet  was  united, 
Bailed  up  the  river  to  the  first  village.  Well  received  by  the  principal 
Moors  of  the  place,  but  without  allowing  himself  to  be  deceived  by  kindly 
appearances,  Pero  de  Anhaya  put  another  cantain  in  charge  of  the 
ships,  and  proceeded  in  boats  with  the  pickea  men  of  his  company, 
Btemming  the  current  of  the  river  as  far  as  the  Zimbaoe,  or  Court  of  the 
King  Tuauf,  an  old  man  of  eighty  years,  and  bhnd,  but  atill  strong. 

Here  too  the  reception  was  cordial,  and  leave  was  readily  granted  to 
build  a  fortress  on  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  presents  destined  for 
the  old  King  which  had  been  brought  being  delivered  to  him,  the  party 
re-embarked  and  returned  towards  the  ships. 

*  Table  Bay  is  the  trae  Agnada  de  Saldanba,  and  not  the  place  which  wrongly 
ftppoara  marked  as  it  upoa  modem  maps,  fifteen  leagues  to  the  north.  Antonio 
de  Baldanbjt  discovered  it  without  knowing  whether  it  was  situated  on  this  side  or 
bejoDd  tbc  Cape  of  Good  Hope— climbed  Table  Mountain  and  from  there  saw  the 
head  of  the  Cape  and  the  sea  on  the  S.£.  coast.— (Barros :  Decadas,  Pimentel: 
Eoidro. 

t  This  Kilwa  is  Kilwa  Kisiwani,  S.  of  Kilwa  Eivinj,  formerly  the  great  slave 
mart  for  the  ^^anzibar  trade.  The  ruins  of  two  large  forts  still  exist  there ;  Portuguese 
caiuiOTi  are  lying  in  the  long  grass,  and  the  "place  d'armes"  of  the  larger  one  is 
cultlTatccl  by  the  natives,  whilst  the  smaller  one  has  been  sufficiently  repaired  to 
lotlge  tb^  Seyyid  BurgaeJi's  retainers.  The  many  ruined  mosques  testify  to  the 
former  importance  of  this  island,  which,  although  a  lovely  spot,  is  now  almost 
deseried.    Cholera  completed  its  misfortunes  a  few  years  ago.— F.E. 

X  Kopfiwer  whatever  is  exercised  by  the  Portuguese  at  the  present  day  in  the 
interior  of  the  country  from  Sofala.    Umseila  is  a  perfectly  independent  chief,  and 

Sovems  from  the  seaboard   to  the  Matabele  country,  holding  the  gold -mining 
ifitricta  under  his  entire  jurisdiction.— P.E. 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


ICOZAMBIQCJE.  7 

Shortly  afterwards  a  atockade  was  commenced,  with  hard  work  for 
our  men,  aided  by  an  Abyssinian,  called  Tacdte,  a  settler  here,  who 
exercised  some  influence  over  the  residents  in  the  country,  in  less  than 
a  month  and  a  half  the  principal  work  of  the  **  enceinte  "  of  the  fortress 
was  completed,  and  a  deep  ditch  dug  surrounding  it. 

The  apparent  tranquillity  which  reigned  in  the  country  induced 
Pero  de  Anhaya  to  send  three  of  the  vessels  of  his  expedition  to 
India,  which  were  to  load  spices  for  the  kingdom,  as  soon  as  they 
were  not  wanted  in  Sofala,  and  from  the  other  three  ships  which  re- 
mained to  guard  the  new  fortress,  according  to  the  orders  of  the  King, 
one  remained  in  the  river,  and  the  other  two  were  ordered  along  the 
coast,  to  visit  the  factories  which  Dom  Francisco  de  Almeida  had  esta- 
blished in  Mozambique,  Kilwa  and  Melinde,  for  the  purchase  of  goods 
to  barter  for  gold  in  Sofala. 

One  of  these  vessels,  commanded  by  Francisco  de  Anhaya,  son  of 
the  captain  of  Sofala,  was  lost  on  the  coast,  and  the  captain  of  Kilwa, 
Pero  Ferreira  Foga9a,  seized  the  commandaut  and  sent  him  in  chains 
to  Indui.  The  other  vessel,  commanded  by  Oon^alo  Vaz  de  Goes, 
returned  to  Sofala  with  the  goods  which  the  Viceroy  entrusted  to  him, 
under  the  arrangements  before  mentioned.  With  these  goods  Pedro 
de  Anhaya  commenced  to  trade  for  gola  with  the  Kafl&rs,  employing  as 
agents  Moors  of  the  party  of  *Yac6te,  who  •  had  settled  in  a  village  at 
a  short  distance  from  the  fortress.  The  other  Moors,  however,  whose 
profits  diminished  in^consequence  of  the  rivalry  of  the  new  merchants 
who  paid  a  higher  price  for  gold,  succeeded  in  persuading  the  old  King 
that  the  Portuguese  sought  to  drive  hira  from  his  dominions,  as  they 
had  done  the  Sheikh  of  Kilwa,  and  decided  him  to  attack  our  stockadie 
by  painting  the  assault  as  very  easy,  because  almost  all  the  Portuguese 
were  ailing,  owing  to  the  bad  climate. 

Warned  in  time  by  Tacdte,  Anhaya  began  to  prepare  himself 
against  the  treason  of  the  Moslems,  and  when  they  actually  attacked 
the  fortress,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1606,  they  met  such  a 
desperate  resistance  as  they  did  not  expect.  Yacdte  and  more  than 
100  of  his  men  shut  themselves  up  with  us  in  the  stockade  and  rendered 
us  important  assistance. 

Alter  repelling  the  first  attack  of  the  savages  the  Portuguese  passed 
from  the  defensive  to  the  offensive,  pursuing  the  Moors  and  runaway 
Kaffirs  as  far  as  the  Zimbao6,  where  Pero  de  Anhaya  was  struck  by 
an  assegai  in  the  neck,  which  the  old  Eling  blindly  threw  at  him. 
Manuel  Fernandez,  the  factor  of  the  fortress,  soon  avenged  his  captain, 
by  attacking  the  blind  man,  whose  head  he  cutoff,  which  for  a  long 
time  served  as  a  scarecrow  and  a  lesson  to  these  people,  fixed  on  the 
head  of  a  lance  upon  one  of  the  bulwarks  of  the  fortress. 

The  Portuguese  who  had  escaped  tbe  fevers  of  the  country  (they 
did  not  exceed  forty  in  number)  raised  up  a  new  King,  of  Moorish 
descent,  but  our  chronicles  do  not  record  the  name  and  quality  of  the 
person  elected.  Shortly  afterwards  Pero  de  Anhava  died  a  victim  to 
tbe  climate,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  captaincy  by  the  factor  Manuel 
Femandes,  who  continued  the  fortification  of  Sofala  with  zeal,  assisted 
by  Pero  Quaresma,  who  arrived  there  that  same  year  (1506)  in  a  carvel 
from  the  kingdom. 

In  8pit«  of  the  good  services  of  Fernandes,  the  Viceroy  of  India 
superseded  him  in  the  captaincy  by  Nuno  Yuz  Pereira,  and  appointed 
as  governor  of  the  same  fortress  Ruy  de  Brito  Patalim  ;  the  old  factor, 
completely  disgusted,  left  for  Cochin. 

Directly  the  death  of  Anhaya  was  known  at  Lisbon,  Vasco  Gomes 
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de  Abren  was  named  captam  of  Sofala  and  Mosambique,  with  an 
express  order  to  build  a  fortress  on  the  Island  of  Mozambique,  as  it  was 
eonsidered  that  this  port  was  the  most  fitted  as  a  safe  station  of  calt  fbr 
the  ships  for  India. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  new  Governor  at  Sofala,  he  sent  at  once  to 
Mozambique  to  Duarte  de  Mello,  that  a  factor  and  governor  of  the 
projected  fortress  were  already  provided,  and  shortly  afterwards  Vasco 
€k>mes  himself  sailed  for  the  same  place  in  order  to  hanten  the  work  of 
the  fortress  on,  but  he  was  certainly  wrecked  on  the  voyage,  for  nothing 
was  ever  heard  either  of  him  or  of  any  of  his  companions. 

In  March,  1508,  the  fortress  of  Mozambique  was  finished,  on  tiie 
spot  where  afterwards  the  Jesuit  Fathers  built  their  college,  whieh  is 
now  the  palace  of  the  G-ovemor  of  the  province ;  and  the  church  of 
S.  Gabriel  was  commenced,  and  a  hospital. 

TristSo  da  Cunha,  accomp 
there  with  his  fine  fleet,  from 
the  coast  of  Zanzibar,  in  help  *  „  _ 

to  ashes  and  kil  ed  many  of  its  inhabitants,  including  the  Sheikh  of  the 
province,  then  proceeded  to  Lamec,  which  had  a  better  fate  owing  to  the 
prudence  of  its  Sheikh,  who  became  tributary  to  the  King  of  Portugal, 
and  afterwards  invested  Brava,  which  was  taken  by  assitult  and  "tamed 
•down"  t  as  Jo5o  de  Barros  relates.  Having  thus  enforced  respect  to 
the  Portuguese  name  on  this  coast,  TristSo  da  Cunlia  trailed  vrith  his 
vessels  for  Socotra,  where  a  fort  was  wrested  from  the  Moors. 

In  1512  Dom  Garcia  de  Noronha  reached  Mozambique  with  some 
galleons,  and  shortly  afterwards  Jorge  de  Mello  with  another  fleet,  in 
which  came  the  new  Qt)vernor  of  Sofala,  SimSo  de  Miranda,  and  orders 
from  the  Court  to  abandon  the  fortress  of  Kilwa  as  the  Home  Govern- 
ment considered  it  a  useless  possession. 

The  island  and  fortress  of  Mozambique  continued  to  receive  special 
attention  from  the  captains  of  Sofala,  who  often  r  sided  there  and 
carried  on  continual  war  with  the  Kaffirs  and  Moors  of  the  mainland 
and  the  neij^hbouring  islands.  The  King's  ve^m^s  that  called  here, 
besides  the  supports  which  they  brought  to  the  new  establishment, 
always  helped  to  chastise  the  chiefs  in  revolt,  and  the  valiant  Nuno  da 
Ounha,  on  his  voyage  to  India^  destroyed  the  city  of  Mombasa,  always 
hostile  to  the  Portuguese. 

The  advantage  of  the  position  of  Mozambique  did  not  escape  the 
great  Castro,  nor  did  it  escape  the  terrible  Albuquerque,  for  calling 
nere  on  his  way  to  Goa,  the  illustrious  captain  wrote  to  the  King, 
proposing  to  cliange  the  site  of  the  fortress  to  where  it  is  situated  at 
the  present  day. 

This  rising  colony  continued  with  varying  fortunes  for  some  years, 
when  the  Court  resolved  to  divide  into  three  Governmeius  the  immense 
territories  that  then  formed  the  state  of  India,  and  determined  that  one 
©f  them  should  comprise  the  conquests  from  the  Capo  of  Guardafiii  to 
Ceylon  ;  another  the  possessions  from  Pbgu  to  China ;  au'l  the  third  Ae 
African  coast  from  the  Cape  of  Corrientes  (Cabo  Has  Correntea  ?)  as 
fer  as  Guardafui.  The  famous  Francisco  Barreto,  who  had  already 
governed  India  and  was  General  of  the  King^s  gillevs,  was  appointea 
Governor  and  Captain- Gen  oral  of  this  last  division,  with  the  anoitiODal 
title  of  the  "Conqueror  of  the  Mines  of  Monomotapa."  J 

•  Oja— Ozy  of  the  prejtent  day. 

t  "  *  e  ficoa  mansa '  oomo  diz  Jo3o  de  BarrM.** 

t  "  Conquistador  das  Minas  de  Monomotapa." 
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He  left  Lisbon  at  the  end  of  Apri),  1569,  with  three  ships  and  1,000 
«niied  men,  many  of  them  fidalgos,  and  all  enlisted  voluntarilj,  because 
the  conquest  of  gold  mines  was  the  object  in  view ;  besides  100  Africans 
destined  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a  corps  of  ca^alrj  for  sendee  in  the 
interior. 

The  commander's  ship,  however,  parted  company  from  those  com* 
•  manded  by  Yasco  Fernandes  Homem  and  Louren^o  Carralho,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  frightful  storm,  and  wintered  in  the  bay  of  Todos  os 
Santos,  whence  in  due  time  he  pushed  on  to  Mozambique,  whith  he 
reached  safely  with  his  people  in  good  health  and  spirits. 

Francisco  Barreto  found  the  country  destitute  of  provisions,  and  the 
soldiery  of  one  of  the  ships  from  the  kin^^dom  were  required,  in  conse- 
quence he  was  unable  to  coxnmeuce  operations  without  receiving  fresh 
assistance  from  Portugal ;  but  in  order  not  to  be  idle  he  paid  a  visit  to 
the  coast,  chastised  the  Ring  of  Pat6  who  had  risen  in  revolt,  collected 
the  tributes  due  for  several  years  from  other  chiefs,  and  also  provisions 
firom  the  different  ports  which  were  touched  at,  fi)r  his  journey  into 
the  interior;  besides  this  he  obtained  circumstantial  information 
about  the  empire  of  Monomotnpa  and  the  road  to  the  west  coast,  upon 
'which  subject  he  wrote  to  the  King ;  from  thin  time  date  the  diligent 
attempts  so  often  renewed  to  establish  communication  between  the  two 
coasts.* 

On  returning  to  Mozambique  the  Governor  did  not  find  very 
encouraging  news  from^  India,  man^  of  the  Eastern  Einp  had  con- 
spired against  the  Portuguese  and  beseiged  our  city  of  Chaul,  so 
resolved  to  defer  the  conquest  of  the  mines  and  go  to  the  succour  of 
tiiis  city,  for  which  he  was  making  diligent  preparations,  when  the 
Viceroy  Dom  Antonio  de  Xoronha  entered  the  harbour  <»f  Mosambiqus 
with  five  ships  and  many  armed  men,  and  dispensed  with  his  help  for 
the  defence  of  India. 

At  this  time  the  cosmographer  Manuel  de  Mesquita  explored  the 
coast  as  far  as  the  Cape  Corrientes,  sent  especially  by  the  Court  upon 
this  geographical  duty.  From  henceforth  it  was  not  with  arms  and 
conquests  alone  tliat  the  Portuguese  Government  were  occupied,  as 
many  people  suppose. 

Francisco  Barreto,  freed  from  all  the  obstacles  which  could  impede 
his  journey  into  the  interior,  called  a  grand  council,  and  took  votes 
with  regard  to  the  route  which  should  be  followed  to  the  mines  of 
Monomotapa ;  the  most  general  opinion  preferred  the  road  by  Sofala, 
and  to  this  the  Governor- General  inclined ;  but  as  it  appeard  a  rule 
under  his  Government  that  nothing  could  be  settled  without  hearing 
the  o|)iniou  of  Father  Francisco  de  Monclaros,  of  the  Order  of  JesuSi 
and  the  latter  wished  to  travel  throui<h  the  lands  of  Moctomotsya  is 
the  appointed  instrament  to  avenge  the  d«^h  of  his  o(»i  league  Oon^sle 
itk  Silvetra,  martyred  by  order  of  that  potentate^  the  exigencies  of  the 
Jei^uit  were  allowed  to  prevail,  and  the  expedition  embarked  for 
Quilimane.  It  was  composed  of  1,000  European  soldiers,  certain 
lioora  as  guides^  and  many  slaves.  An  aboodaace  of  provisions  were 
taken,  skins  for  earrying  water,  dothing,  horae%  donkeys,  and  am^k 
brought  from  the  eoast  of  Arabia. 

By  nscending  the  Biver  Cuama  or  Zambezi,  the  army  arrived  at  the 
fivt  of  9.  Mar^al,  in  Sena,  where  several  straw-thatched  houses  were 


*TaaBto*stf»*>T^dqf  tlisCtosmbe^"psftlliib6d  ty  tts  Bojal  Qeqfiiqgtlssl 
Sodefy  for  aoeooat  of  tbeie  sICeiBpla— ?JI. 
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found,  and  a  church  which  had  heen  built  by  the  Portuguese  merchants 
who  traded  there,*  and  near  this  village  of  Christians  was  another  of 
Mahommedans,  whose  inhabitants,  under  false  appearances  of  hos- 
pitality, began  to  plot  against  our  people. 

If  the  chronicles  do  not  exaggerate,  these  barbarians  poisoned  the 
horses  of  the  expedition,  and  were  preparing  to  do  the  same  to  the 
men ;  the  fact  is  that  Francisco  Barreto  inflicted  a  terrible  vengeance 
upon  them,  the  larger  number  being  ordered  to  be  put  to  the  sword, 
and  others  being  killed  by  being  blown  from  gims,  or  by  means  of 
horrible  torments.t 

Subsequently  one  of  the  old  merchants  of  this  settlement  was  sent 
as  ambassador  to  Monomotapa,  directed  to  signify  to  the  Emperor  the 
wish  our  people  had  to  go  to  the  mines  of  Abutua  and  Manica,  and  our 
offer  to  chastise  the  rebel  Mongas,  who  had  risen  against  Monomotapa, 
and  whose  lands  were  situated  between  those  of  the  latter  and  our 
factory  at  Sena;  and  the  permission  being  obtained,  the  camp  was 
moved  from  the  village  of  S.  Mar9al,  and  a  harassing  march  was 
commenced  along  the  Elver  Zambezi  by  the  660  available  soldiers  of 
the  expedition,  tne  rest  being  left  in  a  neighbouring  island,  fighting 
with  the  fevers  of  the  country. 

At  the  end  of  ten  days,  after  enduring  cruel  hunger  and  thirst,  our 
adventurers  encountered  an  innumerable  number  of  KaflBrs,  who 
attacked  them  repeatedly,  but  who  always  retired  in  disorder,  as,  how- 
ever, supplies  failed  totally,  nothing  could  be  done  but  to  retreat  and  to 
encamp  again  at  Sena. 

Here  the  Captain -General  heard  that  the  people  of  Mozambique 
had  risen  in  revolt  against  the  officer  (CastellSo)  he  had  left  in  charge, 
and  that  in  consequence  the  supports  expected  were  not  available ;  be 
then  resolved  himself  to  establish  pence  in  the  island  and  send  fresh 
supplies  to  Quilimane:  gave  the  command  of  the  troops  to  the 
Colonel  (Mestre  de  Campo)  Vasco  Fernandes  Homem,  and  embarked 
with  the  Father  Monclaros  and  others  in  a  rowing  boat,  which  he 
changed  from  at  Luabo,  and  thence  proceeded  in  a  dhow  to  Mozam- 
bique. 

Affairs  at  the  seat  of  government  being  settled,  by  the  deposition  of 
Antonio  Pereira  Brand&o,  an  incorrigible  octogenarian,  the  Captain- 
General  sent  two  vessels  laden  with  ammunition  and  provisions  to 
Qmlimane,  and  he  arrived  himself  shortly  afterwards  at  the  same  bar, 
and  at  once  proceeded  to  Sena. 


*  The  dat«  of  this  establishment  is  unknown,  and  the  same  doabt  exists  with 
respect  to  the  town  of  Tete  ;  the  dates  of  foundation  of  some  of  the  factories  on  the 
sea,  even,  are  unknown.  At  this  time  the  Portugaese  had  no  fixed  establishment  in 
Inhambane.  and  the  ivory  traders  only  stayed  for  four  months  in  the  year  in 
temporary  nuts  at  the  Bay  of  LorenfO  Marques.  The  factory  of  Quilimane  dates 
from  Uii. 

t  There  can  be  but  very  little  doubt  whatever  that  Francisco  Barreto's  horses 
died,  either  from  the  Tsetse  fly  or  fiom  the  acute  form  of  pneumonia,  known  in 
SouUi  Africa  as  **  horse  sickness."  I  was  with  a  party  going  to  the  gold  fields  in 
the  Matabele  country,  where  we  found  traces  of  Portuguese  handiwork  in  the  I:  rje 
platforms  built  of  stone  and  cement,  upon  which  the  burnt  quartz  was  crushed  in 
order  to  extract  the  gold,  and  we  had  twelve  horses  amongst  us,  aU  of  which  died 
of  "  horse  disease "  within  thirteen  days  of  entering  the  game  coontry.  In  two 
visits  to  the  Zulu  country  I  saw  five  die  out  of  six,  all  from  the  same  disease,  and 
the  Tsetse  fly  is  still  more  certain  death.  A  ''salted  horse,"  viz.,  one  which  has 
survived  an  attack  of  this  mysterious  disease,  and  is  not  liable  to  a  second,  com- 
mands in  the  Matabele  country,  i^m  50Z.  to  1S02.  for  elephant  hunting,  though  in 
the  Transvaal  perhaps  not  worth  more  than  15^.  to  50^.— F.fi. 
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The  troops  and  settlers  received  him  with  delight,  but  Father 
Mondaros,  the  evil  genius  of  this  expedition,  who,  through  fatality, 
always  accompanied  it,  lodged  so  many  complaints  on  the  part  of  God 
and  the  King,  against  the  plans  adopted  for  tne  pursuit  of  the  discovery, 
and  so  strongly  did  he  impress  upon  his  brain  his  responsibility  in  the 
next  world  for  the  deaths  which  had  occurred  in  this  journey,  that 
the  unfortunate  Erancisco  Barreto  died  a  few  days  afterwards,  in  Sena 
itself,  a  victim  to  the  pharisaical  zeal  of  the  implacable  father. 

The  Captain-General  being  dead,  before  his  body  was  buried  in  the 
hermitage  of  S.  Mar^al,  the  document  of  succession  was  opened,  and 
therein  was  found  the  name  of  Yasco  Femandes  Homem  appointed  by 
tbe  King  to  succeed  Francisco  Barreto  in  the  government,  with  the 
same  powers  and  titles. 

Then  the  new  Governor  desired  to  continue  the  discovery  and  Gon« 
quest  of  the  mines,  but  again  Father  Monclaros  prevented  him  from 
carrying  out  the  orders  of  the  Court,  and  Yasco  Femandes  determined 
to  retimi  to  Mozambique.  However,  freed  from  this  tenacious  and 
perfidious  counsellor  and  his  brethren,  who  left  fori:he  kingdom  in  the 
following  summer,  the  Governor  turned  his  attention  again  to  the  con- 
quest, and  soon  arrived  at  the  port  of  Sofala  with  1,500  armed  men  and 
some  field  ^ns. 

This  point  was,  as  we  have  said  before,  reputed,  by  those  who  imew 
the  country,  to  be  more  convenient  as  a  base  than  Sena. 

Yasco  Femandes,  not  obtaining  voluntarily  from  the  Chief  -  of 
Qaiteve  the  leave  which  he  asked  him  for  through  an  emissary  to  traverse 
bis  country,  at  the  head  of  a  handful  of  adventurers,  went  a  great  way 
into  the  interior,  confident  in  his  own  courage  and  that  of  his  soldiers. 
Although  they  did  not  meet  any  open  enemies,  they  found  the  wells 
filled  up,  and  tbe  habitations  deserted  all  along  the  route  to  the  Zimbad 
of  Quiteve,  which  they  set  fire  to.  From  thence  they  went  to  Chigonga, 
where  they  received  the  beat  possible  reception  from  the  chief,  who 
placed  at  our  disposition  the  mines  in  his  ai3trict3.  Great,  however, 
was  the  disappointment  of  the  Portuguese  when  they  saw  the  hard 
work  and  little  profit  which  the  working  of  these  so  long  coveted  mines 
produced.* 

Machinery,  Libour,  and  time  being  wanted  to  work  the  ore,  the 
GiJvemor  resolved  to  retire,  making  peace  by  the  way  with  Quiteve, 
which  prayed  for  it,  promising  to  allow  the  Portuguese  to  pass  without 
hindrance  to  the  mines  at  Manica. 

However,  whilst  Vasco  Fernandes  pursued  this  abortive  expedition, 
terrible  trials  happened  at  Mozambique,  for  the  Kaffirs  from  the 
interior,  by  making  a  raid  upon  the  lands  fronting  the  island,f  inter- 
cepted the  arrival  of  food  for  its  inhabitants.  This  miserable  state  of 
anairs  was  made  yet  worse  by  the  defeat  we  encountered  in  1585,  when 
fifi;hting  to  regain  possession  of  our  cultivated  lands  on  the  mainland, 
wmch  resulted  in  the  death  of  almost  all  the  inhabitants  of  Mozambique, 
but  they  were  avenged  early  in  the  following  year  by  Dom  Jorge  Telle,  a 
priest,  ensign  of  the  King  (alferes-m6r  do  Eeino),  who  drove  the 
fcaffirs  from  our  territory. 

At  this  time  a  Turkish  galley  appeared  off  the  coast,  which  made 
many  Kiogs,  under  vassalage  to  the  crown  of  Portugal,  tributaries  to 

*  Bfidently  these  mimes  were  qnartz  workings,  and  I  believe  on  this  occasion 
the  Portngcieee  reached  the  Tsti  Ri?er  and  the  northern  mines  in  the  Matabele 
coantrr.— F.E. 

t  Csbft^eura  Orsade  snd  Oaba^eira  Peqaena^  with  Hasw>oril.«*F.B. 
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the  Grand  Seignor,  without  resistance,  and  spread  so  great  a  terrcff  in 
these  seas,  that  the  Portuguese  captain  of  the  coast  ox  Zanzibar^  Euj 
Lopes  Salgado,  retired  with  some  Christian  merchants  into  the  citf  of 
He)inde,  where,  with  the  help  of  the  King,  he  fortified  himself. 
Several  Portuguese  were  taken  by  the  Turks  and  imprisoned  and  killed* 
However,  when  the  Turks  were  retiring  towards  the  Straits  of  Babel 
Maindeb,  the  faithful  King  of  Melinde  despatched  a  dhow  to  convey  to 
India  the  news  of  what  had  come  to  pass,  and  what  there  was  to  antici- 
pate on  this  coafit,  now  that  the^  Sheikh  of  Mombasa  had  offered  to  the 
Sultan  ground  in  bis  island  for  a  fortress. 

The  Viceroy^  as  soon  as  he  received  this  news,  prepared  a  squadron 
of  three  galleons,  three  galleys,  and  three  ninnaces,  and  appointed 
Martim  Affonso  de  Mello  their  commander,  wita  instructions  to  chastiae 
severely  those  who  had  revolted,  and  prevent  the  Turks  from  returning 
to  put  foot  on  shore  on  the  East  Coast  of  Africa.  The  captain  of  one  ot 
the  pinnaces,  Belchior  Cola^o,  was  specially  ordered  to  found  a  fortress 
at  Muscat. 

This  squadron  sailed  the  9th  January,  1587,  and  after  a  f^osperonS' 
voyage  arrived  in  sight  of  Ainpaza,  whose  sheikh  had  been  piointed  out 
to  Martim  Afibnso  as  the  most  compromised  in  this  business  of  tha 
Turks.  Finding  the  city  fortified,  we  were  delayed  four  days  to 
arrange  the  assault,  and  when  it  was  made  the  enemy  were  defeated 
and  the  King  himself  slain,  and  a  horrible  slaughter  of  men,  women,  old 
and  young,  and  every  living  thing  that  was  found  followed. 

Afterwards  the  town  was  fired,  in  which  fire  the  rest  of  its  inhabir 
tants  were  burnt,  and  all  the  property  it  contained. 

Leaving  all  in  ashes,  the  commandant  sailed  with  his  squadron  to 
Pat4,  where  the  King  excused  himself,  as  well  as  he  was  able,  for 
having  received  the  Turks,  and  swore  renewed  vassalage  to  the  crown 
of  PortiA^l  with  100  cruzados  annual  tribute.  From  this  he  proceeded 
to  the  city  of  Lamu,  which  was  abandoned  by  its  King.  Baving  pro« 
•claimed  him  a  traitor,  Martim  Afibnso  gave  the  government  to  tho 
widow  of  the  preceding  sovereign,  with  vassabge  to  Portugal,  and  also 
a  tribute  of  100  crusados.  Then  he  went  to  Melinde,  to  complimeoi 
that  good  King,  the  loyal  friend  of  the  Portuguese,  and  in  his  companj 
steered  for  Momba9a,  from  whence  the  guilty  sheikh  had  fl«d.  JBire 
again  reduced  to  ashes  this  city,  always  traitorous  to  us. 

The  First  Ensign  (Alferee^mtfr),  Governor  of  Mozambique,  bearing 
of  the  arrival  of  Martim  Afibnso  at  Melinde,  sent  him  ik  strong  rmn^ 
forcem«it  of  max  and  ships,  which  accompanied  him  along  the^  coast 
until' his  departure  for  Qrmuz,  after  effecting  the  pacification  of  all  thia 
iieaboard. 

*  Yet,  however,  in  the  following  year  the  Turks  setumed  from  Maeea 
to  the  coast  of  Melinde,  with  a  stronger  force  than  tiie  first  tims^  and 
were  received  by  the  Moors  of  Magadoxa  with  great  contenimant^ 
ftom  thence  they  proeeeded  to  Mombasa*,  the  point  of  union  of  all  thttr 
forces,  which  were  destined  to  fieill  upon  Mjeliado^  in  order  to  vewmtfm 
upon  the  King,  who  was  partisaA  of  tha  Portuguese,  the  affiront  pntDj 
the  latter  upon  the  Mahomedans  of  Zanzibar.  But  at  tiie  same  tinsift 
fitiong  squadron  sailed  from  Goa  under  the  command  of  Thom6  de 
Sovsa  Coutinho,  in  order  to  protect  the  coast  against  the  Turk%  and 
whilst  the  Litter  were  coUecting  in  Momlmfa,  Tnom^  de  Sousa,  with 
rein&rcements  from  Melinde,  set  out  in  searcn  of  the  enemy. 

On  arriving  at  Mombafa,  the  Fbrtoguese  Bqtimht>n  ftmnd)  the 
Mahommedan  galleys  in  two  divisions;  one  anchored  dose  to  tho  waBa 
x)f  the  city,  the  olheraocbored  between  tha  island  and  th&  mainluicl;  to 
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-oppose  the  passage  of  a  horde  of  yery  fierce  Kaffirs,  who  sought  to  sack 
and  bum  this  place  as  thej  had  akeady  done  Kilwa.  By  beating  these 
divisions  successively,  Thome  de  Sousa  destroyed  the  maritime  force  of 
the  enemy,  and  entering  the  city  without  resistance,  burnt  affain 
treacherous  Mombasa,  destix^yed  its  walls  and  knocked  down  the  fort 
which  the  Turks  had  raised  at  the  mouth  of  the  port.  Amont^st  the 
prisoners  taken  was  the  commander  of  the  Turkish  fleet,  Mirabe^e. 

After  this  victory  Matheus  Mendes  de  Vasconcellos,  Captain  of 
the  Coast  of  Melinde,  placed  in  possession  of  his  government  the  King 
-of  the  island  of  Pemba,  against  whom  his  subjects  had  revolted,  and 
this  was  done  quietly.  However,  the  new  reign  did  not  last  long,  for 
the  people  o(  the  island  could  not  stand  the  Portuguese  patronized  by 
their  chief,  who  resided  there,  and  revolting  afresh,  the  King  was  driven 
out  {or  good,  and  retreated  to  the  Portuguese  fort  at  Mombo^  where 
he  became  a  Christian  and  married  a  European  womaiu 

In  the  meantime  the  Captain,  Thom^  de  S^ousa,  overran  tlio  coast 
with  his  dreaded  fleet,  being  resolved  to  punish  without  pity  all  the 
chiefs  who  had  given  assistance  to  the  Turks  against  the  ii'ortu^ueae. 
On  arriving  at  Lamu,he  fastened  to  the  bench  of  his  galley  the  King  of 
that  island,  conveyed  him  to  Pat^,  and  cut  off  his  head  in  the  presence 
of  the  chief  of  the  district  and  the  chiefs  of  Ampaza  and  Siu,  as  well  aSf 
the  heads  of  the  brother  of  the  Eling  of  Quilife  and  of  two  governors  oC 
P^t^,  who  had  been  to  the  Straits  to  meet  the  Turks.  Thi8  act  of  bar* 
barous  iustice  terrified  and  alarmed  the  Moors  of  all  the  coant. 

And  even  here  Portuguese  vengeance  did  uot  stop.  He  fiistened 
to  the  bench  of  his  galley  the  King  of  Siu,  in  order  to  sliow  him  the 
destruction  of  a  fine  city,  as  Mandra  then  was,  on  the  ishind  of  the 
Mrnie  name,  until  then  supposed  to  be  impregnable,  but  which  could  not 
resist  our  attacks.  Afterwards  he  returned  to  Ampuza  and  mnde  peace 
with  its  chief,  and  considering  the  mission  entrusted  to  him  by  the 
Viceroy  completed,  sailed  on  his  return  voyage  to  India. 

Matheus  Mendes  de  Vasconcellos,  with  thirty  Portuguese  and  the 
pK>ple  of  the  island,  defended  Melinde  against  the  terribU?  Ziuibos*,  thd 
same  savage  £Iaffirs  spoken  of  before,  who  had  sacked  Kilua  and  pre* 
pared  the  same  fate  for  Momba9a.  At  the  same  tiiue  the  Captain  of 
lbet''e  earned  on  a  cruel  war  with  ihe  Kaffirs  near  our  fortress  there, 
and  the  Captain  of  Sena  was  in  similar  difficulties;  and  afterwards, 
tiifiir  forces  being  united  to  attack  the  common  enemy,  such  impru- 
dtBce  was  shown  that  they  were  killed  on  the  field  and  overcome  bj 
tfaeir  opponents. 

She  Captain  of  Mozambique,  who  tried  to  revenge  this  affiront  by 
doeaiog  the  Bios  de  Sena  with  200  Portuguese  and  500  armed  E^affits, 
sustained  another  defeat,  and  with  difficulty  escaped  with  his  life. 
Sortune  did  not  protect  our  arms  in  the  interior  as  upon  the  coast. 

Tae  Count  daVidigueira  Dom  Francisco,  on  his  way  to  India  in  1596, 
wusieied  in  MombaQa,  and  there  laid  the  foundations  of  a  new  fortress, 
winoh  was  perhaps  the  best  on  the  whole  coast. 

In  the  begmning  of  the  seventeenth  century  Dutch  pirates  beoan 
to  appear  in  tbe  East  African  Seas,  and  so  increased  in  audacity  tnat 
tfaey  besieged  the  fort  o£  Mozambique  in  the  years  1607  and  16Q8. 
GQie  Portuiguefle  defended  themselves  on  both  occasions  with  great 
Bwxit,  although  the  works  for  the  fortification  of  the  island  were  not 
iEen  as  yet  finialied. 

In  1609  arrived  at  Mozambique  the  first  Governor  of  all  the  East 
<u<mA  of  Afiacft,  with  tbe  title  of  "  Qeneral  da  Conquista  dm  Minai/' 
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but  still  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Viceroy  of  India ;  and  in  1612 
the  Ecclesiastical  Goyemment  of  the  same  coast  was  discouneoted  from 
the  authority  of  the  Archbishop  of  Goa. 

The  explorations  to  Monomotapa  continued  in  search  of  the  pro- 
mised El  Dorado,  and  plenty  of  gold  was  obtained  from  there  bj  the 
generals  and  even  the  soldiers ;  however,  the  silver  mines  of  Chicova, 
another  object  of  exploration,  always  fled,  said  those  ambitious  people 
anxious  to  discover  them  without  work,  like  a  shadow. 

The  gOTernorship  or  captaincy  of  Mozambique,  So&la,  Zambesi, 
and  Monomotapa  was  ofben  bought  by  bold  speculators  from  those 
who  had  obtained  the  posts  as  a  reward  for  services  done  to  the  State, 
OT  what  were  called  services  rendered  to  the  State,  even  for  the  benefit 
of  their  heirs,  who  were  sometimes  of  the  female  sex. 

In  1623  it  was  finally  ordered  to  suspend  the  quest  of  the  imaginary 
mines,  without,  nevertheless,  ceasing  to  penetrate,  when  it  might  be 
possible,  the  heart  of  Afirica. 

In  war  with  the  Moors  of  the  mainland,  alternately  losing  and 
recovering  the  fortress  of  Mombasa,  in  continual  anxieties  at  the  appa- 
rition of  the  Dutch  who  pirated  along  the  whole  coast,  and  at  last 
threatened  by  the  approach  of  English  vessels  which  came  to  explore 
these  seas,  the  scanty  number  of  Portuguese  defending  Sofala,  Mozam- 
bique, and  the  Zambezi  reached  the  last  stage  of  despair,  when  there 
arrived  from  the  Court  fresh  soldiers  and  an  engineer,  artificers,  and 
mimitions  for  the  works  of  defence  of  their  fortresses. 

From  the  year  1645  dates  the  beginning  of  the  exportation  of  slaves 
from  Mozambique  and  its  dependencies  to  Brazil,  in  consequence  of  the 
Sanfi;dom  of  Angola  falling  into  the  power  of  the  Dutch.  In  1619  the 
English  came  to  trade  on  the  East  Coast  of  Africa.  In  1650  we  lost 
the  fortress  of  Muscat.*  In  1655  the  French  erected  a  factory  in  the 
Island  of  Madagascar.  How  many  steps  towards  the  ruin  of  Mozam- 
bique. 

About  1670,  whilst  we  fought  amongst  ourselves  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Zambezi  for  petty  questions  of  sordid  local  interests,  the  Arabs  of 
Muscat  attacked  Mozambique,  which  defended  itself  and  escaped  cap- 
ture by  a  miracle. 

The  state  of  disorder  into  which  this  conquest  then  fell  appears  to 
have  made  the  Home  Government  come  to  our  assistance,  and  it 
resolved  to  adopt  during  the  following  years  a  series  of  provisions  to 
ameliorate  the  lot  of  the  colony  that  evinced  a  certain  political  and 
economical  advancement  in  relation  to  the  date  when  they  were  pro- 
mulgated. It  appears  that  the  attention  of  the  Cortes  was  only  now 
turned  from  chimerical  Utopias  to  the  actual  commerce  of  the  ports  and 
interior. 

In  1671  the  exclusive  right  of  trade  was  withdrawn  from  the 
Governor  in  Mozambique,  and  commerce  was  opened  to  all  the  Portu- 
guese. A  custom-house  was  established  in  the  island,  whence  all  the 
produce  exported  from  the  different  ports  of  the  coast  and  the  importa- 
tions for  the  consumption  of  the  whole  colony  were  despatched.  Three 
years  later  the  exclusive  right  to  the  tribute  of  the  Rios  de  Sena  was 
taken  from  the  Governors  who  had  held  it,  and  paesed  to  the  Crown, 
under  the  administration  of  a  special  council ;  and  in  1680  this  same 
council  was  abolished,  and  all  trade,  for  Portuguese  only,  was  made 
free,  as  well  on  the  Eios  de  Cuama  (Zambezi)  as  at  Mozambique. 

*  For  account  of  ibe  capture  of  Muscat  by  the  Arsb&  and  ibeir  declaration  of  a 
"/ili&d"  or  religious  war  against  the  Portuguese,  vide  Dr.  0.  P.  Badger's  ''Imlms 
of  'Omln,"  published  by  the  Uakluyt  Society.— F.B. 
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Tl&e  esB^itial  base  of  the  true  progress  of  this  conquest  was  struck 
in  1677  with  the  first  instalment  of  a  large  number  of  colonists  sent 
from  Portugal.  If  this  system  had  been  persevered  in,  we  should  have 
to^j  a  flourishing  colony  in  East  Africa ;  but  this  endeavour  did  not 
go  beyond  isolated  cases  to  appease  the  constant  outcry  of  all  the  cap- 
tains of  SofaU  and  Mozambique,  who  begged  the  Court  for  fredi 
instahnents  of  settlers  for  the  good  of  the  colony.  On  this  occasion 
many  artificers  of  different  trades  came  to  Mozambique,  besides  culti- 
yators,  and  eight  converted  orphans  dowried  by  the  Government  to 
marry  with  Portuguese  on  the  Kios  de  Sena. 

From  1687  dates  the  entry  of  the  Banyans  into  Mozambique.  This 
race  of  people  believe  themselves  privileged  as  traders  from  their  first 
origin,  without  admixture  with  any  other  class.  The  Viceroy  of  India, 
tbe  Count  de  Alvor,  made  a  concession  in  1686  to  a  company  of 
Banyans,  of  Diu,  of  the  exclusive  mercantile  traffic  between  that  place 
and  Mozambique ;  and  these  Jews  of  Asia,  as  a  contemporary  author 
calls  them,  gained  possession  from  that  day  of  all  the  commerce  of  the 
colony, — a  monopoly  which  (virtually  ?)  exists  in  the  Island  of  Mozam- 
bique to  the  present  day,  notwithstanding  they  have  successively  lost 
tbe  unjustifiable  privileges  which  thev  possessed,  amongsc  which  figured 
as  a  scandal,  in  the  Alvira  of  1686,  the  judging  of  their  suits  by  judges, 
who  were  the  rectors  of  the  Company  of  Jesus,  as  well  in  Diu  as  at 
Mozambique. 

Almost  all  the  Governors  of  the  colony  complained  in  their 
despatches  to  the  Court,  and  applied  the  most  insulting  epithets  to 
this  race  of  monopolists ;  only  one  of  them,  the  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Vicente  Caet^ma  da  Maia  e  Vasconcellos,  a  turbulent  and  capricious 
man,  discovered  good  qualities  in  the  Banyans.  Even  in  our  days  the 
Cwtain-General  SebastiSo  Xavier  Botelho  said  with  regard  to  them, 
*'  that  they  are  most  crafty,  falsifiers,  misers,  usurers,  and  liars,  who  do 
not  recognize  good  faith  in  contracts,  but  vie  with  one  another  who 
shall  cheat  and  rob  the  Christians  most,  which  amongst  them  is  strictlj 
moral."  The  picture  is  not  very  encouraging.  It  is  true  he  goes  on 
to  add  as  follows : — ^*  At  the  same  time  they  are  respectful,  peaceful, 
and  pay  well."* 

The  Banyan  Company  was  broken  up  in  1777,  but  those  who  pleased 
continued  to  trade  on  their  own  account.  In  1783  orders  were  issued 
to  bring  back  to  the  Island  of  Mozambique  those  who  were  trading  in 
the  Bios  de  Sena  and  other  points  of  the  coast  and  interior,  and  it  was 
forbidden  them  to  move  from  the  capital  without  a  passport  from  supe- 
rior authority.  Such  was  the  disorder  which  they  spread  over  idl 
this  conquered  colony  (conquista),  that  it  was  necessary  to  watch  them 
doselj.  Even  to  this  day  their  bazaar  or  commercial  ouarier  exists, 
which  dates  from  the  appearance  of  the  first  Banyans  in  tne  island,  and 
tbey  monopolize  the  principal  part  of  the  retail  commerce. 

In  1609  free  trade  was  prohibited  afresh  in  the  ports  of  Sofala  and 
Bios  de  Sena,  and  it  was  ordered  to  found  a  company  of  merchants  for 
the  monopoly  of  this  commerce,  the  old  Commercial  Board  continuing 
to  superintend  the  business  on  account  of  the  public  Treasury  untu 
1606.  Then  the  so-called  '^Company  of  India"  was  installed;  but  in 
IVOO  this  monopolv  was  suppressed  and  the  Company  broke  up,  and  in 
1701  the  old  Board  of  Traoe  was  re-organized. 

*  Memoria  Estaiistica  &cerca  da  Africa  Oriental  Portngaeza—BebasiiaS  Botelho 
At  the  present  day  in  Mozambique  some  of  thom  are  losing  the  reputation  of 
ptjiog  well,  and  are  heavily  in  debt  to  the  French  trading  firms,  besides  being 
mixed  up  with  the  ramifications  of  the  slave  trade.— 'P.S. 
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In  1695  the  Oorenior  Dom  EsteraS  da  Ootita  began  the  workn  bF  the- 
fortress  of  St.  Louren^o  upon  the  small  ishind  which  forms  the  8.W. 
point  of  the  Island  of  Mozambique,  and  his  successors  continued  t!w 
fortification,  which  the  sea  now  threatens  to  carry  away. 

In  1696  the  Kaffirs  again  commenced  inroads  upon  the  district  of 
Soiala,  receiving,  it  is  true,  a  severe  punishment;  bnt  we  did  not 
equally  succeed  four  years  later  against  the  Arabs  who  attacked  Mom- 
basa. The  reinforcements  ordered  from  Lisbon  and  India  for  its  relief 
being  delayed,  our  large  and  strong  fort  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  (1700). 

In  1710  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  Eios  de  Sena  was  limited  to  tha 
single  monopoly  of  "faeendas  de  lei,"*  all  other  trade  being  declared 
fipee,  but  only  for  the  vassals  of  the  Portuguese  Crown.  The  wars  on 
the  Eios  de  Sena  continued  with  varying  fortune,  but  colonization  did 
not  prosper  for  want  of  hands  and  of  proper  direction. 

The  Governor,  Lacerda,  thus  describes  the  life  of  his  predecessors 
in  the  so-called  golden  times : — "  They  did  not  move  out  of  their  houses 
except  in  sedan-chairs,  and  with  two  great  velvet  umbrellas  with  large 
hfOKfles  of  silver  held  on  either  side,  so  that  the  rays  of  the  sun,  already 
nearly  setting,  should  not  injure  them ;  they  lived  enveloped  in  silks 
and  the  finest  white  muslins,  often  suffering  from  attacks  of  indi- 
gestion and  colic,  the  result  of  their  splendid  and  profuse  living,  and 
finally  they  spent  their  time  in  scattering  goods  and  collecting  gold  and 
ivory."  Witn  such  nabobs  the  progress  of  colonization  was  impos- 
sible. The  "  General  dos  Eios  **  bad  besides  extraordinary  powers  in 
lands  and  slaves  upon  the  fertile  banks  of  the  Zambezi.  One  of  thenx, 
Manuel  Gon9alve8  GuiSo,  routed  with  17,000  of  his  own  Kaffirs  the^ 
united  forces  of  \'arious  chiefs  in  revolt 

In  1720  the  famous  Board  of  Trade  was  abolished  by  order  of  tht 
Viceroy  of  India,  but  this  measure  being  disapproved  by  the  Court,  the 
Board  was  again  re-installed  to  its  functions  in  1722.  In  this  same 
year  the  chief  Micissa,  Governor  of  the  coast  of  Bazarirto,  made  a  gift 
of  his  lands  to  the  Crown. 

Mombasa,  so  often  lost  and  regained,  fell  once  more  into  onr  ipovrev 
in  1725,  and  with  it  Pat6  and  Zanzibar;  however,  four  years  later  wo 
for  ever  lost  its  possession  through  a  revolt  of  the  natives  against 
Alvaro  Caitano  de  Mello  e  Castro,  the  last  Portuguese  Govet'nor  of 
Mombasa.  Pat6  was  abandoned  almost  at  the  same  time,  and  then 
Zanzibar,  which  never  more  fell  under  our  rule.  Subsequently  it  waa 
suggested  to  recover,  not  only  Mombasa,  Pat^,  and  Zanzibar,  but  also 
Kilwa  and  Pemba,  by  taking  advantage  of  the  renunciation  made  of 
his  states  by  the  Prince  TJnhocongo,  the  descendant  and  heir  of  the 
ancient  lords  of  Momba^  who  resided  in  Mozambique ;  however,  the 
Governor,  Antonio  de  Mello  e  Castro,  ordered  to  report  upon  the 
measure,  decided  that  the  recovery  of  Momba^  would  be  of  but  little 
nr  no  good,  and  still  less  that  of  the  other  islands  of  Zanzibar.  At 
this  time  the  Dutch  had  already  effected  a  footing  in  our  Portuguese 
dominions  of  the  East  Coast  of  Africa,  with  little  good  fortune  how- 
ever, for  tho  establishment  which  they  founded  in  1721  in  the  Bay  of 
Lonren^o  Marques  was  destroyed  in  1783  by  English  pirates.  Neither 
were  the  Austrians,  who  formed  a  factory  at  the  same  place  in  1778, 
more  fortunate,  for  two  years  later  they  were  turned  out  of  it  by  u 
military  expedition  from  India. 

*  ^  PaimT)t,**-«<dor6d  cotton  gooflsmed  up  to  iii«  praeent  flay  in  >a11  b«ta^ 
the  interior  of  East  Africa,  now  sopfiHed  by  t)M  Fren«h  lammi^    VM, 
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The  Board  of  Trade  of  the  Bios  de  Sena  inw  eztinguiahed  in  1789, 
aoeuaed  of  mal-adminiertration,  and  in  fact  with  a  deficit  of  more  than 
200,000  cruzados,  and  the  fiscalization  of  that  monopoly  was  made  orer 
"to  th©  Treasury  of  Goa.  At  thisi  time  the  French  coriimenced  to  trade 
in  our  ports  oi  the  Querimba  Isles,  Cape  Delgado,  and  Zanzibar,  and  in 
addition  to  the  legal  traders,  sereral  pirates  of  the  same  nation  also 
appeared. 

The  decree  of  lOLh  April,  1752,  separated  the  captaincj  of  Mozam- 
bique from  being  a  dependency  of  Goa;  and  the  then  subaltern 
^vemor,  Francisco  de  Mello  ©  Castro,  son  of  the  Conde  das  Galveias, 
and  afterwards  Viceroy  of  India,  took  the  title  of  "  Governor  and 
Captain-General  of  Mozambique,  Sofala,  Rios  de  Sena,  and  all  the 
Coast  of  Africa  and  its  continent  from  Cape  Delgado  to  the  Bay  of 
IiOuren90  Marques,  &c.,"  with  the  same  precedence  and  honours  aa 
the  governors  of  Angola  and  Rio  de  Janeiro.  The  pre-eminence  given 
to  this  Government  appears  to  foreshadow  a  great  development  of  the 
colony,  but  it  was  not  so,  judging  from  the  ofiicial  correspondence  of 
its  first  captain-general ;  on  the  contrary,  one  sees  that  it  fell  into 
sensible  decadence.  The  public  debt  of  the  province  increased  from 
year  to  year  tlie  monopoly  of  the  tributes  to  the  credit  of  the  national 
treasury,  notwithstanding  that  of  the  Rios  de  Sena  amounted  to  more 
than  100,000  cruzados  annually,  and  tho  customs  of  the  Island  of 
Mozambique  for  a  year,  the  only  custom-house  in  the  captaincy,  were 
sold  at  auction  for  39,100  cruzados,  being  insuficient  to  cover  tho 
expenses  of  the  establishment. 

In  1755  the  administration  of  the  trade  of  Mozambique  and  tho 
Rios  de  Cuama  was  withdrawn  from  the  Council  of  the  Treasury  of 
Goa,  and  all  trade  was  freed  with  the  exception  of  the  trade  in  the 
beads  caDed  "Velorio,**  which  became  an  authorized  monopoly  on 
account  of  the  Royal  Treasury,  the  governor  stating  that  its  sale  would 
BOt  oppress  the  people. 

Francisco  de  Mello,  and  many  of  his  successors,  recollected  the  neces- 
sity of  forming  a  powerful  company  for  the  exploration  of  the  riches  of 
this  territory,  so  abundant  in  eveiything  that  no  imports  were  a  necessity. 
The  backwardness  of  the  polony  was  attributed  with  reason  to  the 
want  of  hands,  and  it  was  repeatedly  urged  to  send  married  settlers, 
principally  from  the  Islands  of  the  Azores,  to  the  most  healthy  spots  of 
the  coast  and  interior,  '*and  as  agriculturists,  and  not  as  fighting 
men,*'  said  Francisco  Mello,  "  the  country  of  the  interior  is  what  they 
have  to  conquer," — and  the  Court  sent  him  out  desperate  convicts. 

During  the  government  of  the  first  Captain- General  we  suffered  a 
dreadfal  defeat  on  the  mainland  fronting  Mozambique  in  attempting  to 
diastiflo  the  revolted  chief  Morimuno.  '  "This  affair,"  writes  the 
Governor  in  his  report  to  the  Minister  of  Marine,  dated  27th  Novem- 
ber, 1753, "  has  been  one  of  the  most  tragical  and  unfortunate  which  has 
happened  in  this  territory,*  of  118  regmar  troops  57  were  killed  by  the 
sword,  from  hunger,  and  thirst  when  retreating  in  the  bush,  besides 
the  militia  and  Kaffirs,  who  also  remained  on  the  field.'* 

By  Carta  Regia  of  the  Ist  of  April,  1757,  it  was  ordered,  that  tho 
gOTcrnors,  commandants,  and  other  officials  of  tho  province  should  bo 
paid  their  salaries  in  current  money^  all  commerce  and  barter  of  cotton 
feoda»  which  they  before  engaged  in,  being  forbidden  them ;  however, 
the  estates  of  thooewho  di^  there,  by  proving  heavy  charges,  con« 

*  la  orighul,  <'n'e8tA.conqiilita*'--"in  this  conqaered  land,"  litttrally,  hot  Ui» 
•xprettion  is  not  happily  U8«d. 
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tinned  to  appear  of  increasing  amounts,  in  spite  of  the  plunder  which 
the  auditors  and  other  public  officials  shamefully  exercised  upon 
them. 

The  new  Captain- General  of  Mozambique,  sent  in  1757  by  the 
"Secretary  of  State  for  the  Marine — the  conquered  countries  and 
stores,"*  committed  suicide  twenty-one  days  after  assuming  the  govern- 
ment ;  an  old  imbecile  who  had  been  General  ^'  Dos  Bios/  took  posses- 
sion of  the  government,  however,  the  Conde  da  Ega,  Viceroy  of  India, 
calling  at  Mozambique  on  his  voyage  to  Goa,  seeing  the  disorder  which 
reigned  in  the  island,  deposed  this  brigadier,  David  Maraues  Pereira, 
from  the  government  on  his  own  authority,  and  appointed  in  his  place 
his  own  brother,  Pedro  de  Saldanha  e  Albuquerque,  who  was  going  to 
serve  in  India,  with  the  obligation  of  being  subordinate  to  him — thus 
annulling  the  decree  of  19th  April,  1752.  However,  this  intruder  was 
confirmed  in  his  charge,  and  governed  until  the  arrival  of  a  new  captain- 
general  in  1763,  and  old  Pereira  died  in  prison  in  the  island. 

By  an  Alvdra  of  7th  May,  1761,  the  only  monopoly  which  then 
remained  in  the  colony  of  East  Africa  was  extinguished,  that  of  the 
beads  called  "  Velorio. 

In  1763  and  1764,  the  new  towns  of  Mozambique,  Sena,  Tete, 
Sofala,  Quilimane,  Inhambane,  and  Zumbo  were  inaugurated.  In  the 
capital  the  ceremony  took  place  with  all  due  pomp.  In  each  of  the 
other  towns  a  delegate  of  the  Governor's  presided  over  the  ceremony, 
and  the  following  form  was  followed — the  delegate  ordered  a  pillar  to 
be  raised  on  his  arrival,  and  then  proceeded  to  elect  a  board  composed 
of  a  judge  in  ordinary,  three  vereadores,  a  procurator,  a  treasurer,  and  a 
clerk. 

At  the  same  time  the  barbarous  coinage,  which  was  in  use  in  the 
colony  was  ordered  to  be  replaced  by  Portuguese  money ;  but  this  was 
not  altogether  carried  out,  as  we  shall  see  in  another  place.f 

It  is  a  notable  fact  that  from  this  day  henceforth  almost  up  to  the 
present,  all  the  Governors  of  Mozambique  beg  with  persistence  to  be 
relieved  after  their  first  year  of  government,  repeating  their  requests 
in  each  monsoon,  with  complaints  of  ill  health  and  the  privations  to 
which  they  are  put  from  the  reduction  of  the  salary,  some  even  adding, 
that  it  is  impossible  not  to  be  robbers  on  such  small  pay  in  so  expensive 
a  country  ;  but  when  they  die  they  leave  large  estates,  and  if  they  live, 
return  rich  to  the  kingdom,  the  denunciation  with  which  each  one  of 
them  honours  his  predecessors  being  the  step  which  exalts  his  own 
clean  hands  to  the  clouds. 

The  immorality  which  has  existed  in  all  our  colonies,  has  never  in 
any  of  them  obtained  to  such  a  high  degree  as  in  Mozambique,  records 
a  governor  of  the  captaincy  towards  the  end  of  the  last  century.  On 
the  death  of  the  first  secretary  to  government  in  1766,  the  Cfaptain- 
General  writes  to  the  Court,  that  he  will  not  name  another  secretary 
because  he  has  not  met  in  Mozambique  with  a  man  of  honour  and 
probity  (formalia  verba !)  J  And  he  reports  with  respect  to  the  then 
Governor  of  Sena,  Marcos  Antonio  de  Avegedo  Continho,  conscientiously 
(em  consciencia)  that  he  will  ruin  the  whole  of  the  colony  (conquista)  if  he 

*  Now  termed  the  Secretary  "  da  Marinha  e  Ultramar.*' 

t  It  bM  not  been  carried  out  to  this  day,  and  the  "  baiinbas"  and  "patacai" 
cause  both  confusion  and  loss  to  everybody ;  the  former  being  in  drcalation  above 
their  real  valae ;  all  other  gold  la  sent  oat  of  the  colony  to  India. 

t  OflScial  letter— ••  oflScio,  or  as  it  was  called,  *' carta  "—from  the  captain-general 
of  Mozambique,  dated  16th  Angnit,  1766.    (Archive  do  Ultnmir). 
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remains  at  the  head  of  his  administration.  At  the  came  time  an  employ^ 
of  the  Treasury  is  seen  sent  to  Lisbon  under  arrest,  accused  of  a  thousand 
crimes;  the  property  of  a  secretary  in  charge  of  the  government  is 
sequestrated,  he  being  accused  of  robbery,  taking  bribes,  and  extortion, 
and  putting  up  the  Governor's  house  and  furniture  for  sale  by  auction ! 
So  reports  the  Govem.^r-OeEeral.  The  important  mart  and  town  of 
Zumbo  is  reduced  to  misery  through  the  seditions  and  intrigues  of 
the  Dominican  Fathers — the  fortress  of  Manica,  "  the  golden,"  crumb- 
ling into  ruins ;  such  a  confusion  in  the  factory  of  Sena  that  it  was 
declared  impossible  to  furnish  a  return  of  the  Crown  lands  of  that 
district ;  an  auditor-general,  tyrannical,  ferocious,  and  a  robber,  flying 
like  a  convict  after  forging  a  will — and  a  thousand  other  cases  of 
disorder  and  degradation. 

The  Captain-General  Balthasar  Manuel  Pereira  de  Lago  (who 
governed  Mozambique  for  thirteen  years)  ordered  a  fortress  of  masonry 
to  be  built  on  the  site  of  a  stockade  in  ruins  which  was  situated  on  the 
borders  of  Mussooril  (the  mainland  fronting  Mosambique),  to  keep  the 
Kaffirs  of  Macunna  in  respect,  and  also  a  barrack,  prison,  storehouses, 
and  a  Church  of  Invocation  to  St.  Jos^.  However,  all  this  work,  which 
was  carried  out  during  the  year  1775,  disappeared  about  the  6th  of  the 
following  January,  because  the  Macuas  fell  upon  the  prosperous  Portu- 
guese settlement,  burnt  the  houses  and  killed  those  inhabitants  who 
did  not  fly  in  time ;  on  this  occasion  the  {)arochial  church  of  Our  Ladj 
of  the  Conception  of  Mussooril  was  despoiled  of  its  best  furnitures  and 
richest  vestments,  and  plate,  &c.  The  poor  Governor,  old  and  ailing, 
found  himself  almost  alone  in  the  Island  of  Mozambique  after  such  a 
disaster,  and,  as  he  reports,  without  troops,  without  munitions,  without 
Portuguese  inhabitants,  atd  surrounded  by  Moors  and  Kaffirs.  He 
applied  for  aid  to  the  Viceroy  of  India,  asking  for  two  companies  of 
Sepoys,  but  he  received  no  reply.  During  the  long  term  of  office  of 
thia  veteran  other  reverses  also  occurred,  which  he  worked  hard  to 
remedy  as  well  as  he  was  able,  not,  however,  overlooking  his  own 
interests.  He  commenced  a  new  arsenal  in  the  place  of  one  which  had 
already  been  burnt  duriog  his  administration,  and  opened  a  large 
cistern  in  the  same  place  for  watering  ships ;  on  visiting  the  district  of 
the  Zambezi,  he  founded  several  buildings  for  the  public  service  in  Quili- 
mane,  a  pier  to  discbarge  goods  upon,  and  a  manufactory  of  tiles,  he 
also  effected  some  improvements  in  Sena,  and  surrounded  Tete  with  a 
wall  for  the  defence  or  its  inhabitants.  By  the  industry  of  the  Captain 
of  Sena^  Ignacio  de  Mello  Alvim,  the  market  of  Dambarare  was  restored, 
a  source  of  commercial  gain  which  had  been  lost  in  1693,  and  which 
later  on  was  again  abandoned. 

At  this  time  the  notion  of  trade  with  the  interior  was  predominant, 
to  the  loss  of  the  cultivation  of  these  fertile  lands,  schemes  for  commer- 
cial companies  followed,  which  either  from  disapproval  by  the  Court  or 
from  other  causes  were  abortive,  and  it  was  in  vain,  that  the  acting 
Goremor  Vicente  Caetana  da  Maia  strove  to  develop'  the  planting  of 
manioe,  the  staple  food  of  the  Kaffirs,  people  cared  for  nothing  but  the 
tribute  of  ^old,  ivory,  and  slaves.  Hence  the  colony  has  often  expe- 
rienced serious  crises  of  famine ! 

In  order  to  obviate  the  conflicts  and  disorders  which  always  arose  at 
the  death  of  the  Captain-General,  the  Alvard  of  the  line  of  succession, 
12th  January,  1782,  was  despatched  by  the  Court  to  Mozambique,  which 
named  when  such  a  case  occurred,  the  chief  ecclesiastical,  judicial,  and 
military  authorities,  to  carry^  on  the  government;  however,  even  after 
Te|>eated  interpretations,  the  reading  oi  this  Alvar&  became  the  ground 
of  interminable  disputes. 
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A  circular  of  11th  of  Februarj  of  the  same  year  ordered  the 
€h>Ternors  of  Mozambique  to  direct  collections  to  be  made  aud  sent  to 
Lisbou  of  all  the  objects  that  were  to  be  found  in  the  colony  worthy  to 
have  place  in  the  Boyal  Museum. 

Pedro  de  Saldanha,  on  arriving  for  the  second  time  at  Mozambique 
in  1782,  with  the  oflBce  of  Captain-General,  carried  out  without  hestita- 
tdon  the  order  given  him  by  the  Court,  to  furnish  100  contos  of  reis* 
to  the  treasury  of  Goa ;  but  he  subsequently  wrote  to  Lisbon  com- 
plaining the  treasury  of  the  State  was  left  empty,  and  furthermore  that 
this  possession  of  East  Africa  must  undoubtedly  bo  lost,  unless  the 
Home  Government  approved  the  measure  adopted  by  him,  of  forming  a 
commercial  corporation  with  a  capital  of  900,000  cruzados,  divided  into 
■hares  of  400,000  reis  each,  the  new  company  undertaking  to  farm  the 
eustom-house  dues,  calculated  at  175,535  cruzados,  the  mean  of  the 
receipt  for  the  three  preceding  years.  The  grant  to  the  company  from 
the  Governor  to  be  made  in  two  years,  which  would  be  required  to 
receive  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  the  Court,  and  as  the  offer  was 
negatived,  the  company  was  dissolved  in  1785. 

Saldanha  wanted  yet  more,  he  proposed  tlie  formation  of  a  general 
company  of  commerce  for  Asia  .and  East  Africa,  but  could  not  obtain 
this  concession  from  the  Home  Government,  and  died  in  the  midst  of 
Ilia  golden  dreams,  victim  to  the  fever  of  the  country,  not  without 
leavins  personal  property  in  cash  amounting  to  more  than  100,000 
cruzados,  obtained  from  fifteen  months'  goverumeni.  <  .  .  Vicente 
Caetano  da  Maia,  one  of  those  who  composed  the  government  on  the 
-death  of  Saldanha,  relates  this  fact,  and  adds  that  Mozambique  instead 
of  going  ahead  is  going  astern,  because  all  who  come  to  govern  in  the 
colony,  "  invent  new  systems  in  order  to  enrich  themselves  in  a  shwt 
time."  It  is,  however,  diflScult  to  believe  that  the  old  Fidalgo  had 
inlopted  in  so  short  a  time  the  bad  customs  which  he  reproved  with 
with  such  austerity,  when  we  read  Pedro  de  Saldanha's  despatch  of  1st  of 
August,  1783,  in  which  he  stiglnatizes  his  predecessors  with  rapine.  His 
accuser,  Vicente  Caetano  da  Maia  e  Vasconcellos  had  already  been 
denounced  by  the  same  Saldanha  to  the  Court,  as  a  turbulent  and 
despotic  man,  and  a  robber ;  and,  when  for  the  third  time  he  became  a 
member  of  the  provisional  government  of  the  Captaincy,  his  colleagues 
in  the  administration  reported  the  same.  At  last  he  was  sent  in  chains 
to  Lisbon,  after  great  troubles  and  disorder,  old  and  bent  down  with 
«ickness. 

The  chief  of  Morimuno  ceded  his  territory  to  the  Queen  of  Portugal, 
by  an  act  dated  24th  July,  1784,  to  enjoy  them  as  vassal  of  the  same 
lady  and  under  her  protection,  in  the  same  manner  as  adopted  then 
and  now  with  the  Sheikhs  of  Quintangonhaf  and  Sancoul. 

At  the  same  time,  a  French  factory  was  established  in  Kilwa,  ruling 
the  trade  of  all  the  coast  of  Zanzibar,  from  Momba9a  to  Cape  Delgado. 
Prohibited  from  trading  with  Mozambic^ue,  shut  out  of  the  Bay  of 
Lourenco  Marques,  the  French  took  their  revenge  upon  us,  by  giving 
for  Kaffir  produce  more  than  the  Portuguese  gave,  and  by  selling 
powder  and  ball  to  the  Kaffirs,  which  was  prohibited  at  our  estabhsh- 
ment4 

*  100  eontofi  of  rais :  a  conto  (viz.,  a  million)  of  reis »  228/.  100  centos = 22,800/., 
a  Uffge  som  in  1782  lor  the  Mosambiqne  treasiiiy  to  pay. 

t  l%e  Sheikh  of  Qointangonha  was  sent  to  Portugal  a  prigoner  in  Janntry,  1795, 
«ad  4>tts  Abderliamaii,  named  Sheikh  in  his  ateid  by  the  Oovemor-0eneraL  in 
aA.iigii8t»  Abderhnaaa  was  m  ordered,  and  the  Portngaete  at  present  have  no  ludd 
^riiiiever  over  the  country  from  Monmbiqae  to  Feman  Yeloio  Bay. 

;Thi8  trade  is  not  prohibited  now.  The  Portugneae  have  supplied  nearly  tlw 
whole  coast  with  gons,  indnding  onr  neighbonrs  the  Zalns,  who  import  giiii% 
powder  and  lead,  vifl  Loarenyo  Marqoei,  to  an  alarming  extent.— F.E. 
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In  17B6  tlie  opening  of  the  coastal  ports,  was  detennined  npon  io  Att» 
from  Goa  to  Damas  and  Dio  (Law  28rd  January,  1786),  howeyer,  the 
GoTemor  ot  Mozambique,  supported  by  the  opinions  of  the  Chief  Com- 
missary of  the  Treasury,  the  Chief  of  the  Custom-house,  and  other  pritt- 
cipal  functionaries  of  the  city,  refused  to  give  execntion  to  the  new  law, 
alleging  the  diminution  of  the  duties  of  the  custom-house  of  Mozam- 
bique would  ruin  the  whole  colony,  the  coffers  of  which  were  alroidy 
empty,  and  that  the  minor  custom-houses  would  not  cover  the  necessary 
sum  to  pay  their  respective  employ^,  and  would  cost  expenses  for  the 
defence  of  the  ports.  And  in  the  following  year,  he  again  resisted  the 
final  orders  which  were  sent  upon  the  same  subject,  excusing  himself 
for  not  establishing  custom-houses  in  Quilimane,  Sofala,  Innambaney 
and  the  Bay  of  Louren90  Marques,  under  the  pretexts  that  there  were 
no  suitable  buildings,  nor  were  there  men  to  place  in  charge ;  and  he 
only  ordered  a  custom-houee  and  factory  at  the  Island  of  Ibo,  recom- 
mending in  special  instructions  to  the  Governor  and  Capit3o-m6r  of  the 
Islands  of  Cape  Delgado,  that  it  should  be  permitted  to  carry  on  the 
slave  trade  at  Ibo  with  French  vessels,  by  feigning,  however,  to  go  against 
the  orders  of  the  Governor- General  and  only  consenting  to  the  stay  of 
the  said  vessels  in  port  with  the  idea  that  they  were  repairing  damages, 
as  was  done  at  Mozambique,  contrary  to  the  royal  oraers,  but  for  the 
benefit  of  the  establishment.  And  it  is  the  Governor  himself  who  sayt 
this  with  entire  frankness. 

European  and  Arab  pirates  repeatedly  insulted  us  everywhere,  tmi. 
harassed  the  trading  coasters;  but  the  Captain- General,  Antonio  de 
Mello  e  Castro,  prayed  in  vain  for  a  vessel  to  pursue  these  highway 
robbers  of  the  sea.    No  attention  was  paid  to  him. 

Dom  Diego  de  Sousa  (afterwards  Viceroy  of  India,  with  the  title  of 
Conde  de  Bio  Pardo)  sent  his  first  official  communication  to  the  Court 
seventeen  months  after  taking  possession  of  the  Government,  because 
during  all  that  time  not  a  single  vessel  had  sailed  for  Europe.  This 
want  of  communications  between  the  Home  Government  and  the 
colony  reveals  the  complete  abandonment  of  our  colonial  obliga* 
tions. 

And  in  the  meantime  the  French  attacked  Inhambane,  Lourenyo 
Marques,  and  the  Island  of  Querimba,  sweeping  everything  with  sword 
and  fire,  without  the  Captain-General  being  able  to  adopt  any  other 
reprisals  but  to  seize  and  sell  six  merchant  ships  of  the  republic,  which 
were  taken,  ,when  in  ignorance  they  put  into  the  port  of  Mozam- 
bique. 

Dom  Diego  ordered  an  officer  to  the  Isle  of  Prance  to  propose  a 
toice  between  the  Portuguese  possessions  and  the  French  possessions 
m  Africa  during  the  European  war,  but  the  Colonial  Assembly  would 
not  agree  to  this,  and  dedared  that  thsj  held  express  orders  to  grant 
letters  of  marque  against  our  possessions  and  shipping. 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  the  French  should  thus  act  when  the 
English,  our  ancient  allies,  treated  our  vessels  which  went  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  very  badly,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  complaint  which 
our  Minister  in  London  addressed  to  the  "British  Gtjvemment  against 
the  Governor  of  that  colony,  Lord  Macartney  (1798). 

During  the  year  1794  whale-fishing  in  the  Bay  of  Mocambo,  to  the 
south  of  the  port  of  Mozambique,  was  commenced  hj  a  Portuguese 
company  under  good  auspices,  which  promised  to  extend  this  important 
business.;  however,  the  cmth  of  four  EagliBhmen,  whose  duty  it  was 
%e  direet  the  Eaffira  in  the  fishery,  cooled  the  entfausiMm  of  tii« 
vpeenlatDrB,  and  the  underMdng  unfortsunately  was  an  abortive  one. 

In  the  same  year  the  exportation  duties  were  reduced  to  10  per  eexfl. 
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from  the  Island  of  Mozambique  to  the  minor  ports,  and  the  Hom« 
Gk>yemment  asked  whether  this  import  could  not  be  reduced  still 
more;  however,  the  Captain- General  replied  that  an j  fresh  reduction 
was  impossible,  for  want  of  sufficient  receipts  to  keep  up  the  civil  and 
military  functionaries  on  the  establishment 

It  was  a  fierce  war  which  all  the  Governors  made  at  any  idea,  how- 
ever remote,  tending  towards  commercial  liberty,  and  we  have  seen 
that  they  even  succeeded  in  resisting  the  order  of  the  Court,  although 
the  latter  did  not  err  through  excessively  liberal  ideas. 

The  system  has  not  changed  with  time.  Even  in  1799  Francisco 
Guedes  de  Carvalbo  e  Menezes,  who  succeeded  in  the  Government  to 
Dom  IXego  de  Sousa,  altered  a  royal  decree  that  was  already  in  opera- 
tion, by  making  the  Board  of  the  Treasury,  in  session  on  23rd 
February,  approve  a  new  tariff  of  unjustifiable  unfairness.  The  un- 
reasonable opinions  which  were  expressed  during  this  session  by  the 
members  of  the  Board  on  the  economical  errors  which  surrounded 
them,  are  worthy  of  notice. 

However,  the  Home  Government  itself  chose  to  justify  the  Governor- 
General.  Months  afterwards  the  ^' Carta  Begia*'  of  2nd  April  of  the 
same  year  reached  Mozambique,  ordering  the  export  duty  for  the  ports 
of  the  colony  to  be  raised  again  to  40  per  cent.,  as  before  1794;  but 
the  Governor,  who  was  content  with  his  own  work,  judged  that  the 
tariff  approved  by  the  Board  of  Treasury  should  exist  provisionally, 
pending  reference  to  the  Government  of  Lisbon. 

A  despatch  from  the  Minister  of  Marine,  Dom  Bodrigo  de  Sousa 
Continho  (afterwards  Conde  de  Linares)^  dated  7th  November,  1799, 
recommended  to  the  Governor  of  Mozamoique  ^'  that  he  should  abstain 
from  sending  presents  to  people  who  were  in  the  Assembly  exercising 
the  duties  of  representation;"  and  on  the  same  date  the  Coloniid 
Council  (Conselho  XJltramarino)  received  from  the  same  Secretary  of 
State  a  warning,  ordering  that ''  none  of  the  said  Council  could  accept 
presents  from  officials  in  the  colonies,  nor  could  they  make  any  to 
them." 

At  this  time,  and  in  consequence  of  recommendations  from  the 
Court,  the  cultivation  of  coffee  began  to  show  signs  of  life  in  Mozam- 
bique, which  the  Treasury  bought  up  on  its  own  account  for  want  of 
consumers.  However,  this  industry  did  not  prosper,  from  the  ignorance 
and  prejudice  of  the  cultivators,  notwithstanding  at  Lisbon  all  the 
Mozambique  coffee  is  considered  superior,  even  that  which  grows  there 
wild.* 

Some  years  later  it  was  the  custom  to  send  to  the  Eling  each 
monsoon  the  quantity  of  coffee  which  could  be  obtained — always  an 
insignificant  amount.  In  1811, 11  arrobasf  cleaned  were  sent ;  scarcely 
9j^  in  1812 ;  none  in  1818 ;  10  arrobas  in  1814 ;  6  and  a  fraction  in 
1815  ;  5  arrobas  in  1817,  and  3  in  1819.  The  last  present  of  coffee 
for  the  palace  came  in  1882.    To-day  it  is  cultivated  on  a  larger  scale.^ 

In  the  last  year  of  the  last  centui^  the  first  public  school  was 
established  in  Mozambique.  The  building  destined  to  inaugurate  this 
mark  of  civilization  was  the  Convent  of  St.  Domingos.    At  this  time 


•  Coffee  grows  wonderfally  at  Mozambique ;  the  berry  is  small,  and  the  coffee 
veiy  pungent ;  it  is  often  used  for  flavouring  Kocha. 

t  Arroba»32lb8.av. 

t  Hardly  the  csse^I  believe  there  are  two  estates  where  it  is  planted,  but  not 
cultivated,  and  what  is  grown  is  consumed  on  the  island ;  the  export  may  amount 
to  10  arrohis  potslbly,  but  that  is  rather  a  high  figure.  Land  and  free  labour  eta 
be  procured.— P.B. 
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the  Governor  and  his  council  petitioned  that  the  town  of  San  Sebastian, 
of  Moumbique  might  be  styled  a  city,  and  the  prelacy  of  East  Africa 
raised  to  a  bishopric.  The  first  of  the  petitions  was  granted  at  a  later 
period;  the  latter  was  not,  as  was  reasonable. 

Francisco  Guedes,  the  reverse  of  his  predecessors,  who  never 
tired  of  exaggerating  the  insalubrity  of  the  climate,  describes  the 
island  as  a  piu^ise  in  every  sense,  ana,  in  fact,  i*eturned  to  his  country 
without  having  suffered  any  serious  illness. 

The  beginning  of  this  century  there  were  14  rigfi:ed  vessels  at 
Mozambique,  2  built  at  Quilimane,  2  at  the  island  of  Cape  Delgado, 
and  1  in  Mozambique.  In  1804  the  number  of  vessels  belonging  to 
leaders  in  the  colony  increased  to  16, 12  of  two  masts,  and  1  of  three, 
amounting  in  all  to  2,180  tons  register. 

From  this  time  to  the  present  the  principal  receipts  of  the  captaincy 
proceeded  from  customs'  duties,  and  in  additiou,  predial  tithes,  lande- 
mios  tithes,  new  duties  on  the  Treasury,  chancellery,  excise,  post-office, 
and  the  small  and  uncertain  returns  from  the  courts,  <&c. 

Isidoro  d' Almeida  de  Sousa  e  Su,  who  succeeded  in  the  Government 
to  Francisco  Guedes,  appears  to  us  to  be  one  of  the  Captains-General 
of  Mozambique  who  looked  with  the  most  seriousness  upon  his  heavy 
responsibility  towards  the  people.  Many  of  the  suggestions  which  his 
despatches  lay  before  the  Home  Government  for  the  improvement  of 
the  colony  show  a  correct  judgment  and  a  persevering  study  of  the 
country  he  administered.  He  proposed  the  division  of  the  crown  lands 
into  small  lots,  so  that  each  of  one  them  might  be  cultivated  by  a  family, 
without  distinction  of  colours,  the  payment  of  tithes  or  any  other  tax 
to  be  dispensed  with  for  a  certain  period.  Ho  also  wished  to  establish 
intelligent  agricultural  societies  in  each  town  on  the  Zambezi,  whose 
duty  would  be  to  examine  the  arable  lands,  to  give  prizes  to  good 
cultivators,  and  to  turn  out  those  who  neglected  cultivation ;  and  also 
to  examine  the  qualities  of  each  property,  to  poiut  out  what  was  the 
most  fitting  crop  for  it,  and  teach  the  best  method  of  sowing,  of  cattle- 
breeding,  &c.  Ha  thought  of  the  planting  of  spices  from  the  East, 
which  give  good  results  in  damp  places ;  Bourbon  coffee,  which  is 
excellent ;  rice,  wheat,  and  millet  oa  a  large  scale  for  exportation ;  of 
sugar  and  cotton ;  and  proposed  to  realize  great  agricultural  results  if 
colonists  were  sent  him  from  the  Azores,  for  whom  he  could  partition 
the  crown  lands  in  legal  diyisions  agreeably  to  his  scheme.  He  further 
advised  the  institution  of  a  sort  of  jury,  composed  of  merchants 
Christians,  Moors,  and  Banyans,  to  sit  upon  commercial  questions, 
with  appeal  in  the  last  iiistance  to  the  Auditor- General ;  and  finally 
insisted  on  the  necessity  of  forming  a  powerful  commercial  company 
for  Mozambique,  not  only  exclusively  for  trade,  but  protected  by  thie 
Goyemment  with  a  corps  of  cavalry  and  two  field-guns,  which  should 
work  in  the  interior — almost  a  flat  country-— on  the  Zambezi. 

The  successors  of  Isidoro  d' Almeida  were  in  continual  alarms  for 
sereral  years,  and  had  their  hands ^full  with  repeated  Kaffir  invasions  of 
onr  territory  and  fighting  with  the  French  corsairs,  who  destroyed  the 
maritime  commerce  of  the  colony.  However,  the  fort  of  San  Jos6  of 
Massooril  was  restored,  means  were  arranged  for  re-orgsnizing  the 
markets  of  Zumbo  and  Manica,  and  the  Sultan  of  Angoxa  and  other 
chiefs  who  rose  against  the  Portuguese  were  chastised. 

•  It  was  also  ordered  to  establish  two  schools  for  primary  instruction 
in  the  province,  one  at  Quilimane,  the  other  at  the  islands  of  Cape 
Drigado,  but  each  professor  was  granted  as  annual  salary  60^000.* 

»  Aboat  IZl  U. 
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From  the  date  of  the  death  of  Governor  Cayalcanti,  which  took 
jdace  in  1818,  a  series  of  evil    days  began  for  Mozambique,  which 
led   the  colony  to  imminent  ruin  from  anarch j.     The  Secretary  to 
Government,  Jos6  Francisco  Alves  Barboaa,  an  intelligent  and  honest 
man,   writing  to    the    Minister   in    a  confidential    despatcli   on  the 
inauguration  of  the  Provisional  Government  which  succeeded  Caval- 
canti,  thus  describes  each  of  the  members : — "  The  ecclesiastical  admi- 
nistrator, Eather  Jos^  Pegado,  is  a  Chinese  priest,  Machiavelian  and 
ambitious ;  the  auditor,  Amaro  Guedes,  an  officer  born  in  the  colony, 
vicious,  of  small  intelligence,  and  idle ;  the  brigadier,  Lac^,  a  proud 
and  imprudent  soldier,  who  ordered  to  nine  Kaffir  sailors  belonging  to 
the  crown  lands,  in  punishment  of  a  slight  fault  which  they  had  com* 
mitted,  to  have  each  an  ear  cut  off,  and  receive  400  lashes.'' 

The  new  Captain-General,  JoSo  da  Costa  Brito  Sanches,  arrived  at 
Mozambique  in  1819,  already  possessed  with  the  sensible  idea  of  open* 
ing  the  island  to  foreign  commerce;  however,  the  inhabitants  did  not 
sympathise  with  him,  and,  taking  advantage  of  the  opportunity  which 
the  new  order  of  things  had  just  inaugurated  in  Portugal  with  the 
Convocation  of  the  Elective  Cortes,  they  deposed  and  seized  th» 
Gbvemor- General  on  25th  June,  1821. 

New  Provisional  Government — ^new  disorders. 

There  already  existed,  and  had  been  working  in  the  colony  for  soma 
time,  a  Portuguese  comf)any  for  whale-fishing  in  the  Bay  ot*^  Louren90 
Harques,  for  which  service  negro  harpooners  and  various  special  gear 
had  come  from  North  America,  when  by  royal  patent  of  13th  Novem- 
ber, 1824,  a  commercial  company  was  created  with  the  monopoly  of  all 
the  traffic  of  this  bay.  This  new  association  obtained  extended  privi- 
leges by  an  alvdra  of  27th  October,  1825,  but  its  existence  did  not 
endure  beyond  22nd  January,  1835,  when  it  was  suspended  by  Governor 
Pegado,  for  well-founded  suspicions  of  its  direction  having  incited  the 
negroes  against  the  garrison  of  the  town.  The  Home  GK)vemment 
approved  this  measure  by  portaria  ftom  the  Minister  of  Marine  and 
Cfolonies  of  25th  September  of  the  same  year. 

In  1823  the  idea  of  the  political  union  of  the  colony  with  Brazil, 
which  had  become  independent  of  Portugal,  wns  mooted  at  Moaam- 
bique;  however,  the  firmness  of  the  then  GK>vemor,  Joao  Manuel  da 
Silva^  frustrated  the  plans  of  these  disloyal  Portuguese.  When  this 
Captain-General  gave  over  the  Government  of  the  province  to  Sebastiio 
Xavier  Bot^ho,  in  1825,  there  was  in  the  public  Treasury  the  sum  of 
246,030}  141  (54,673i.). 

From  the  time  of  Botelho  dates  the  organization  of  public  granaries 
t)o-e>ppo8e  monopoly,  the  onation  of  a  corps  of  militia  in  the  capital  of 
tbe-province,  and  various  sanitary  improvements  in  the  same  city. 

in  1828  the  Imam,  Sultan  of  Muscat,  i^peared  with  a  squadron  onr 
the  coast  of  Zanzibar.  Against  this  maritime  force,  composeMl  of  a  ship 
of  84  guns,  2  frigates,  4  corvettes,  and  40  transports  we  oould  not  nffer 
any  resistance;  however,  the  Arab  contented  himself  with  taUsg 
Mombasa  and  Zanzibar,  snd  from  this  last  iskad  sent  an  emi—uy  te 
the  €knremor  of  Mozambique  with  letters  of  friendship  and  propcodB 
<^  mercantile  relations,  which  in  effect  were  accepted,  aependeot^  kavrfc 
ever,  upon  confirmation  by  the  Gt^veram^it  of  PortugaL 

In  1829  the  AdministraHuin  <tf  Paulo  Jos^  Mi^xeL  de  Brilo^  ti» 
sncoeseor  of  Botelho,  commenced.  The  new  Goveraor-GenttraL  stained 
hie  name  by  odious  perscoitionB  against  l^e  x^onvicts  ier  poliftical 
causes,  whom  miafbrtone  had  brottght  to  Mozambique  at  this  ttaw; 
however,  he  was  indefatigable  in  promoting  the  material  advancement 
of  the  colonj.    He  ordered  a  riangtiteffi  house  to  be  established  and  a 
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fish  market ;  pl.nnted  trees  in  different  parts  of  the  city ;  distributed 
waste  lands  on  the  mainland  gratuitously  to  those  who  would  cultivata 
them ;  introduced  into  the  island  the  use  of  carts,  hand  carts,  and 
wrheelbarrovrs  to  substitute  for  the  porterage  which  had  been  until 
then  done  entirely  upon  negroes'  heads  ;•  cleared  a  parade  ground  for  ths 
troops;  commenced  a  road  from  Mussooril  towards  the  interior ;t 
planted  the  Portuguese  flag  in  the  Bay  of  Santa  Luzia,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  founding  a  new  establishment  there ;  for  the  same  purpose 
ordered  the  Island  of  Quintan gonha  to  be  occupied,  and  commenced 
the  fortification  of  Dom  Miguel,  in  the  Bay  of  Feman  Veloso,  where,  in 
Maj,  1830,  Manuel  GK)n9alve3  da  Silva,  Secretary  to  the  Gorernment 
of  the  province,  was  charijed  with  the  management  of  the  new  settie* 
ment,  and  in  the  ship  "Galatea'*  thirty-six  large  spars  of  ebony,  cut 
and  trimmed  on  the  spot,  came  to  Lisbon  as  a  sample  of  the  wood  of 
the  place.  The  Provisional  Government  ordered  the  establishment  of 
Dom  Miguel  to  be  abandoned  as  unhealthy  in  April,  1834,  as  well  as 
the  Island  of  Quintangonha,  perhaps  more  with  the  mean  idea  of 
insulting  the  memory  of  the  dead  Governor  Brito  than  for  the  alleged 
motive.t 

The  great  drought  of  1831  killed  of  hunger  many  people  in  the 
whole  captaincy,  the  proprietors  abandoned  their  lands  and  slaves,  th© 
misery  was  general,  and  this  was  not  one  of  the  minor  misfortunss 
which  aiSieted  the  province  in  such  a  cala' nitons  period. 

At  the  same  time  the  lands  of  Bandire  were  retaken  from  the  Chief 
of  Quiteve,  with  its  old  trading  station,  by  the  forces  of  the  Governor  of 
Sofala,  Francisco  Miguel  Rodrigues  Nanes.  This  territory  lays  between 
onr  district  of  Sofala  and  the  kingdom  of  Quissanga.J  It  had  been 
invaded  by  Kaffirs  in  1774,  and  the  houses  of  the  Portuguese  resident 
there  robbed  and  burnt.  It  was  again  abandoned  in  the  commencement 
of  the  following  year,  in  consequence  of  the  repeated  attacks  of  the 
negroes  against  its  fortress. 

In  183^  the  monopoly  of  the  fishery  of  **b^che  de  mer"  was  conceded 
to  J<^  Diniz  Costa  and  Jos6  Ignacio  de  Andrade  Nery,  and  the 
direction  of  this  business  was  established  in  the  Island  of  Mozam- 
bique.! 

On  22nd  October,  183.^,  the  Vatuas,  ||  the  most  daring  race  of  Kaflhrs, 
surrounded  the  fortress  of  Louren^o  Marques,  which  was  evacuated  by 
ns  on  the  night  of  tho  27th-28th  of  the  same  month,  and  on  the  fellow- 
ing  day  the  negroes  entered  the  to^vn  and  dismantled  the  fort ;  aflber^ 
wsrds,  having  seized  the  Governor,  Dionysio  Antonio  Bibeiro,  who  fled 
with  some  soldiers  to  the  island  of  Chefuia,  they  carried  him  bock  to  the 
destroyed  town  and  their  murdered  him  barbarously.  This  important 
fort  was,  however,  recovered  a  short  time  later,  and  up  to  the  present  day 
is  in  our  hands. 

On  the  8rd  Norember  of  the  following  year,  the  Governor  and  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Inhambane,  except  ten  who  remained  in  the  town, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Kaffirs ;  the  result  of  a  rash  expedition  against 
Manicnsse,  chief  of  the  northern  Vatnas.  The  fortress  of  Inhambane 
remained  scarcely  garrisoned  by  boys  of  from  8even  to  ten  years  of  age. 

When  tlie  cap1»in  of  Frigati,  Jos^  Gregorio  Pegado,  was  appointor 

*  There  are  perhaps  three  carti  now  in  Mozambiqat .  ITflgroes'  hesds.  vm  Skill 
insfioMt  saiveml  aae. 

t  This  rosd  was  nerer  coatinnsd.  Ke  Porfcngaeae  ventarei  into  Hit  interior 
from  KoJEambiqoe. 

1  None  of  these  places  are  now  held  by  the  Portugnese.    1875. 

I  This  eompany  mssSslfir  Wailed  tathetfong  Ks4  of  finiiiMS. 

II  The  Zalos  who  now  hoy  guns  by  handrsdi  at  a  time  ai  Loiursn^ o  llsrqa«a 
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Military  Governor  of  Mozambique  in  183^,  the  Government  of  Quilt- 
mane  and  Rios  de  Sena  threw  off  his  jurisdiction,  in  consequence  of 
which  Isidro  Manuel  de  Carrazedo  was  sent  there,  and  this  unjustifiable 
division  gave  ris^  to  fresh  embarrassments  in  the  proper  government  of 
the  colony. 

And  still  more.  The  law  in  action  placed  the  civil  administration  of 
each  colony  in  the  hands  of  a  provincial  prefect,  and  no  one  was  ap- 
pointed to  exercise  such  functions  in  Mozambique.  Pegado  was  simply 
military  governor,  and  the  people  of  the  city  protested  against  Ids 
interference  in  civil  matters ;  by  using  persuasive  measures,  however, 
the  Governor  ended  by  placing  himself  at  the  head  of  the  general  ad- 
ministration and  made  the  inhabitants  elect  two  people,  who  sat  with 
him  as  the  Commission  of  the  Civil  and  Financial  Government  of  the 
Colony.  This  Commission  abolished  the  Treasury  Board  on  8th  Novem- 
ber, 1834,  and  created  in  its  place  an  office  for  general  receipt  (Becebe- 
dosia  Geral)  as  was  decreed  for  the  provinces  of  Portugal. 

With  the  installation  of  a  new  provisional  Government  in  1886, 
disorder  increased  to  such  an  extent  indeed  that  four  roembera  of  the 
Government  were  taken  prisoners  by  the  artillery  corps  in  revolt ;  and 
on  this  occasion  the  city  was  miraculously  saved  from  the  pillage  and 
bloodshed  which  the  insurgents  were  preparing  for  by  the  appearance 
of  an  English  brig  of  war  off  the  port  of  Alozambique. 

In  the  same  year  the  town  of  Sofala  was  attacked  by  the  Yatuas, 
who  robbed  and  burnt  it ;  however,  the  Governor  retired  to  the  fortress 
with  the  few  who  escaped  from  the  Kaffirs'  steel  during  the  destruction 
of  the  place,  and  was  able  to  save  this  memorable  record  of  Portuguese 
glory !  Jos6  Marques  da  Costa,  "  Capitao-mor"  of  the  mainland  of  the 
district,  attemped  to  revenge  the  alTront  received,  and  with  the  few 
soldiers  who  were  with  him  and  some  friendly  Kaffirs,  went  out  to  give 
battle  to  the  Vatuas.  Not  even  one  of  the  Portuguese  was  left  alive 
upon  the  field ! 

This  uninterrupted  series  of  reverses  brought,  as  it  was  bound  to 
bring,  the  unfortunate  colony  to  a  most  deplorable  state !  Separated 
from  the  mother  country  by  thousands  of  leagues  of  ocean,  as  good 
as  forgotten  by  the  Lisbon  Government,  it  did  well  not  to  utterly 
give  in. 

The  provisional  Government  followed  the  temporary  administration 
of  Dom  Antonio  Jos4  de  Mello,  who  was  appointed  in  May,  183 f^,  and 
dismissed  some  months  later,  and  in  October,  1S37,  the  Marauis  de 
Aracaty  took  over  the  Government,  but  died  in  M  arch  of  the  following 
year.     Then  the  Council  of  Government  began  to  work. 

On  27th  December,  1838,  there  was  a  fresh  attempt  at  revolt  in 
Mozambique,  but  it  was  overcome,  and  the  leaders  were  shot  on  Ist 
January,  1839. 

When  the  Governor,  Joaquim  Pereria  Marinha,  arrived  at  the 
island  of  Mozambique,  he  found  the  harbour  blockaded  by  two  English 
brigs  of  war,  in  consequence  of  the  non-execution  of  the  Decree  of  10th 
of  December,  1836,  which  abolished  in  the  Portuguese  dominions  the 
slave  trade.  Marinha  completed  the  extinction  of  this  infamous  traffic, 
notwithstanding  that  he  found  the  coffers  of  the  state  drained  dry  and 
the  tenacious  resistance  with  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  including 
the  public  functionaries,  opposed  him.* 

In  fact,  the  country  was  not  prepared  for  so  sudden  a  change^  its 
agriculture  amounted  to  nothing,  it  possessed  no  industries,  and  its 

*  Marinha*s  completion  of  the  extinction  of  the  slave  trade  ia  1886  is  open  to 
question. 
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commerce  was  limited  to  the  exportation  of  negroes,  which  was  finished. 
In  order  to  aid  to  an  annual  ezpenditare  of  870,0001000  reis,  there  was 
a  receipt  of  70  odd  centos* 

By  Decrees  of  13th  and  23rd  July,  1839,  the  captain  of  frigate 
Januario  Antonio  Martius  Morgado  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
marine,  with  the  duties  of  captain  of  the  port  of  Mozambique,  and  this 
officer  was  appointed  to  succeed  the  governor  of  the  province,  in  case  of 
emergency  or  his  death.  This  was  a  repetition  of  the  old  system  of 
"  the  ways  of  succession  '*  (rias  de  successSo),  which,  after  all  its  incon- 
veniences, was  incomparably  better  than  all  the  trials  of  collective 
government  that  had  been  made. 

The  Gh)vemor  Marinho  worked  as  well  as  he  was  able  to  start  the 
colony  from  the  state  of  apathy  into  which  it  had  fallen,  but  not  all  his 
efforto  were  crowned  with  a  good  result ;  however,  we  should  be  grateful 
for  his  good  endeavours. 

He  started  a  company  of  agriculture,  industry,  and  commerce,  which 
had  been  formed  in  1837,  but  had  not  been  worked ;  negotiated  with 
the  Queen  of  Madagascar  on  the  conditions  of  reciprocal  commerce 
between  the  ports  of  that  island  and  those  of  Mozam  oique ;  formed  a 
commission,  *'  de  substentia  publica,"  to  purchase  oxen  in  Bembatooka, 
to  furnish  the  slaughter-houses  of  the  province ;  drew  up  the  statutes 
of  a  ^  Companhia  Popular  **  to  promote  fisheries  and  the  sale  of  fresh 
and  salt  fish  in  our  markets ;  ordered  the  establishment  of  machinery 
for  making  copper  coinage ;  organized  a  military  corps  of  Europeans, 
with  the  name  of  the  Company  of  Royal  Portuguese  Grenadiers,  and 
adopted  many  other  measures  tending  to  save  this  colony  in  its  last 
throes.f 

A  dreadful  hurricane,  such  as  had  not  raged  in  these  latitudes  for 
half  a  century,  caused  enormous  losses  on  land  and  at  sea,  the  24th 
January,  1840 ;  but  did  not  diminish  the  courage  of  Governor  Marinho. 
However,  the  Court  at  this  time  remembered  the  province  of 
Mozambique.  The  law  of  10th  March,  1840,  exempted  from  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  machinery  and  necessary  plant  for  the  commerce  and 
agriculture  of  the  colony,  and  the  Decree  of  the  13th  May  of  the  same 
year  settled  that  national  or  nationalized  articles  of  produce,  from 
Portugal  or  the  adjacent  islands,  and  vice  vers&,  in  national  ships, 
shonld  only  pay  half  the  duties  of  importation  and  exportation,  and  that 
for  the  space  of  six  years ;  and  at  the  same  time  absolved  altogether  from 
the  payment  of  imports  and  exports  produce  carried  in  vessels  built  in 
Portuguese  ports  of  Africa  and  Asia  on  their  first  voyage. 

It,  however,  appeared  that  these  salutary  provisions  exercised  little 
or  no  influence  upon  the  fortune  of  the  province,  since  the  acting 
governor,  JoSo  da  Costa  Xavier  paints  a  sad  picture  of  the  condition  of 
the  colony,  in  his  Beport  of  6th  December,  1841. 

Bodrigo  Lnciano  de  Abren  e  Lima  who  succeeded  this  last-mentioned 
officer  in  the  government  of  the  province,  held  an  interview  at  Zanzibar 
with  the  Imam  of  Muscat,  and  arranged  with  him  certain  measures 
framed  to  protect  the  trade  of  both  states  against  the  fraudulent  traffic 
of  the  dwellers  on  the  northern  coast.  Afterwards  he  visited  the  ports 
of  Inhambane  and  Lourenco  Marques,  where  he  adopted  prudent  mea- 
sures for  the  good  of  public  safety,  and  sailing  from  the  latter  place  for 
So&la,  was  unfortunately  wrecked  at  the  entrance  of  the  port,  but 
escaped  as  well  as  aU  on  board  with  life.    The  Lisbon  Government 


*  An  szpendltare  of  82,2227.,  covered  by  18,540/. 
t  The  fish  marks t  alone  remains  to  mark  Marinho'i  peried  ef  office. 
[8681  « 
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Bevarel^  regrimAiided  him  for  all  these  viaiki,,  eapeeodly  for  going,  to 
SSmxiBar  Beyond  tha colonial  limits  la  a.foreign  man-of-war. 

Domingos  Fortunato  do  Yalle  endeavoured  seriously'  to  halaiiQe.tho 
veceipta-and  expenditure  of  the  state,  by  establishing  abetter  fiacftlization 
at  th&  custom  house,  the  principal  source  of  public,  revenue  of  the  pra>> 
wnce,  and  succeeded  in  raising  the  returns  of  the.  jeara  I847-4b.  to 
BBis  64.0,259SSJ36  020,057/.). 

Ha  named  a  commission  to  liquidate  the  la^  debt  of  quit,  rents 
and  tithes  Q'6ro&  e  dizimos),  not  trusting  in  the  omcials  of  thii  treasury 
Board,  and  when  the  liquidation  was.  made,  he  proposed  in  the  council 
and  passed  iu  session  on  22nd  November,  1851,  the  toBowiug,  concession 
in  £Lvour  of  the  debtors :  a  deduction  of  25  per  oenL  on  tJm  deixta  of 
qnit.  rants  and  tithes  in  arrears  for  more  than  five  and  less  than,  tan 
jenrs ;  40  per  cent,  for  the  arrears  of  from  ten.  to  twenty  years ;  and 
S(T  per  cent,  for  those  of  more  than  twenty  years  standing.  This 
measure  was  sanctioned  by  decree  25th  November,  1853. 

From  then  to  the  present  day  unfortunately  outbreaks  have  bean 
repeated,,  not  only  of  blacka  against  whites,  but  also  of  the  inhabitants 
o^he  towns  and'districts  against  the  local  authorities.  Tho  aQ  iinpoc* 
tant  communication  between  Sena  and  Tete  has  been,  brokrai  aevaaal 
tiinea;  Sofuhi,  luhambane,  and  Lourenco  Marquea  have  also  aufi^^d 
the  horrors  of  war  and  intestine  strife ;  Quilimane  has  been  depopulate 
for  a  time  by  the  scourge  of  famine,.  Mozambique  itself  waa  tha  prey  of 
a  fatal  outbreak  of  smml  pox,  and  its  port  has  recently  suffered  from,  a 
frightful  hurricane. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  C6rteB^  at  the  proposal  of  (Sovemmesat^ 
supplemented  the  wretched  state  of  the  provincial  finances  with  aa 
annual  subsidy  of  42,000&000  reis  (9,333/.)  temporarily,  but  the  actual 
situfilion  of  Mozambique  demands  a  greater  aid  ii^orn  the  home  govemr 
ment,  requires  more  troops  for  the  pacification  and  garrison  of  its  dis- 
tricts, and  European  coloniKation  on  a  large  scale  to  cultivate  the  fertile 
lands  of  tho  province.  And  this  must  be  given  soon ;  it  is  better  to 
undertake  it  at  once;  it  will  be  more  economical  and  moraprofitablato 
da  so. 

It  is  necessary  to  reconquer  and  people  the  lands,  which,  constitute 
tlie  old  crown  lands  (Prases  da  Corda),  abolished  by  decree  of  Decamhen^ 
1854t;  and  im  order  to  arrive  at  so  important  &  result,  colonista  and 
soldiera  are  wanted,  or  rather  soldier-colonists,  men.  of  good  conduct  and 
aeeuatomcd  to  work,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  vagrants  and.  convict)^ 
who  have  always  been  the  principal  obstacle  to  the  imp£ovem£ait:o£  tfaa 

pDOrillCft* 

Since  1857  foreign  commerce*  has  flowed  tor  Hbssambioue,.  and 
already  the  exports  meet  with  a  greater  number  of  bikers,.  aucL  at  udi 
prices  as  had  not  been  previou^y  attained ;  howeyer,  it  is.  neeeasaij 
that  the  land  Hhould.be  cultivated  to  considerably  increase  tha  produce 
o£  auch  exports,  and  that  the  rich  trade  with  the  interiov  should,  ha 
managed  with  tact,  whence  comes  the  return  o£  rrory  and, gold;;  finaUjr 
ihe.  adoption  of  wise  measures  and  an  advanced  economy  on  the  part«f 
the  Government  b  wanted,  authorised  by  parliameaat  to  raise  the  sums 
indispensable  for  their  execution ;  and  it  is  requisite  that  the  /y^l^tfiyil 
anthonties  should  possess  prudence^  ftrmnesa^  and  integrii^  to*  direct 

•^TBerrsftttareemeramtile  house*  iii  HoaRD^qae-:  Fisbre  et  FOs,  of  JBa- 
sdlles;  B^s,  a!n$,  of  Marseilles;  Handel's  Company,  of  Rotterdam,  that  im 
port  couon  goods,  provisions,  coal,  wine,  gans,  hardware,  and  dry  goods  g<«eral^/ 
and  export  ivory,  oil-nnts,  cowries,  sad  cdl-seed.  The  Frandi  firma  have  cm^iUmi- 
meats  on  the  WicsiXcnst  of  AAica  aawdll  aron  the  EastOosst: 
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ikdm  diffieidt  taAf  and  that  all  the  Portngneae,  laying'  on  one  side  a 
jeakBifl^  petty  poliejr,  abotdd  unitn  to  build  op  the  grand  work  of  the 
■Bgiftiii  iitioBr  of  our  immense  East  AfHcan  possegsions,  which  can  iret 
baeimie*a'  ririt*  auipuaani;  neefol  to  itself  and  to  the  mother  countirr. 

SxcszcDir  IIL — CoMviBf?rAT.  Ssposu  oh  tub  Faaxiroinism 
BoaaisazQois^  £Lg93i  Cqaai  op  Ajbioul. 

Fart  L—^Trade  and  Commerce. 

The  KBtory  of  the  decnj  oT  the  trade  and  commercae  of  I^iBtera 
Jlftiea  baa  been  related  in  Section  XL  Commencing  with  a  rojol 
moDopolj,  trade  on  the  Bast  Coast  of  Africa  in  the  Portugueso  possea. 
Bions  (whilst  strictly  confined  to  Portuguese  subjects)  successively 
passed  through  the  various  stages  ef  Governmental  monopoly,  party 
monopoly,  and  local  monopolyi  at  each  step  losing  somewhat  of  its 
fnlneaiid  importance,  from  the  facts  that  the  manipulation  of  its 
mausgement  almost  invanabiy  rested  m  the.  hands  or  irresponsible 
people,  over  whom  no  means  of  check  were  possible,  owing  to  the 
Sffiradtaes  of  communications,  the  apathy  of  the  Portuguese  Goverm- 
meni^,  and  as  apparently  common  unuerstanding  amongst  high  officials 
that  the  primary  use*  of  a  colony  was  to  rapidly  enrich  individual 
lepresentatives  of  the  mother  country,,  even  to  the  speeding  of  its  own 
flmmeial  ruin,  "for  they  usually  returned  rich  men  to  Portugal  or 
India,  if  the  fevers  of  the  country  did  not  extinguish  ambition  as  well 
88  life."     (Botelho,  *'  Bitatistica,,'"  Ac.,  p.  100.) 

El  1853  imminent  local  bankruptcy  forced  the  establishment  of 
customs-houses  at  Ibb,  Quilimane,  Inbambane,  Louren90  Marques, 
Sbfalii,  &e.,  and  the  opening  of  these  ports  to  the  commerce  of  all 
nations.  Even  since  this  date  legitimate  trade  has  been  developed  very 
dowlvy  for  communications  and  security  are  necessary  to  ensure  tho 
introduction  of  capital,  and  both  these  essential  commercial  pivots  aro 
■tiil  to  a  great  measure  wanting^ 

Ther  Krench  merchants  oa  the  West  Coast  were  the  first  to  avail 
tfiemadves  of  the  portaria  of  1853,  and  two  Marseilles  houses  carry  on 
an  extensive  business  at  the  yarious  ports  of  the  district,  importing 
and  exporting  chiefly  in  their  own  vessels;  whilst  latterly  a  Dutch 
firm.  Banders  Company  of  Rotterdam,  has  established  houses  upon  a 
amilar  system.    The  French  firms  have  houses  upon  the  West  Coast. 

The  finances  of  Mozambique  are  in  a  depbrable  state,  and  naturally 
a&ct  trade.  Money  has  been  borrowed  from  the  French,  nierchanta 
tb  JBBet  the  miliiary  pay,  and  every  penny  is  sent  to  the  capital  to 
leep  the  machinery  of  the  Local  Ghvemroent  from  coming  to  a  suddea 
standstill.  Hence  no  adequate  improvements  can  be  effected  at 
Debgoa  Bay  for  the  promotion  of  commercial  requirements,  for  the 
best  endeavours  and  intentions  efi*ect  little  in  the  face  of  an  empty 
T^sury,  and  the  series  of  disasters  iu  the  late  war  with  Bonga  on 
tte  &unbezi  drained  the  resources  of  the  colony  proTLously  to  tha 
andVal  of  the  present  Governor-General,  whose  policy  is  cramped  from 
want  of  ftmds. 

la  the  returns  of  Section  lY.  all  imports  and  exports  of  general 
CDonmerce  will  be  found,  and  the  actual  position  of  the  trade  of  tho 
Pbrtuguese  possessions  on  the  East  Coast  of  Africa  seen. 

The  domestic  trade  is  principally  in  the  hands  of  Banyans  and 
UBaBil.  wba  witb  oaaatiiq^eBift  and  by  maamoi  natim  tmdera  barter 
§^mim  iw  ppadhif  mA  the-  tribea  upoD  the>  ooaat.  Mos^  of  these 
merchants  are  supplied  with  goods  by  the  French  and  Dutch  houses, 
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payments  being  made  partly  in  cash  and  partly  in  produce,  such  as 
ivory,  wax,  oil  seeds,  cowries,  orchella,  indiarubberj  copra  (the  dried 
kernel  of  the  cocoa-nut),  matting,  bags,  &c,  Favre  et  f  ils  and  Regis 
ain^  of  Marseilles  load  on  an  average  twenty  ships  annually,  of  from 
400  to  1,000  tons  burden,  with  such  produce. 

The  ivory  trade  is,  however,  pnnci  pally  with  the  Indian  market, 
where  tusks  of  the  convenient  size  to  cut  into  the  armlets  worn  by 
women  called  "galangs*'  always  command  a  higher  price  than  in 
Europe. 

Ibo  e^Ljports  sesame,  calumba  root,  oil  seeds,  copra,  ivory,  wax,  and 
cowries.  The  exports  of  Mozambique  are  similar,  and  in  both  districts 
the  indiarubber  Lliaua  (Landolphia  Sp.  ?)  abounds  in  the  forests,  as 
well  as  the  gum  copal  tree,  but  owing  to  local  disturbances  and  slave 
trade  distractions,  but  little  of  the  produce  of  either  tree  reaches  the 
settlements. 

Quilimane  and  Zambezia  generally,  are  capable  of  great  develop- 
ment, but  are  now  onlv  beginning  to  recover  from  the  war  with  Bonga. 

At  Bazaruto  pearl  oysters  are  plentiful,  and  a  properly  worked 
system  of  fishery  would  prove  remunerative.  A  parcel  of  600  pearls 
was  recentlv  brought  from  here  and  sold  at  the  town  of  Lourenfo 
Murques ;  these  h^  been  collected  irom  the  natives  for  goods  worth 
about  15/.  sterling,  and  were  sold  for  1807. ;  the  purchaser  expecting  to 
make  double  his  outlay. 

Inhambane  and  Liouren9o  Marques  furnish  hides  and  ivory,  and 
the  former  wax,  oil  seeds,  and  indiarubber. 

In  1866-67  the  custom  receipts  at  Inhambane  amounted  to  810/. ; 
in  1868-69  they  rose  to  2,442/. ;  in  1870  to  3,108/. ;  and  in  1878-74 
reached  6,875/. 

The  total  revenue  of  the  colony,  which  Section  IV.  will  show  to  be 
mainly  derived  from  customs  receipts,  shows  au  increase  of  4,195/.  in 
four  years.  In  1870  the  receipts  were  51,217/.,  as  compared  in  1874 
with  the  sum  of  55,442/. 

The  port  of  present  interest,  owing  to  its  trade  with  Natal,  is, 
however,  Louren9o  Marques.  In  1864  the  conjoint  transactions  of 
Natal  with  Louren90  Marques  amounted  only  to  4,599/.,  in  1878  thej 
rose  to  48,861/.,*  whilst  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  current  year, 
according  to  the  returns  of  the  Natal  customs-house,  trade  with 
Delagoa  Bav  amounted  to  4,184/.  imports,  8,067/.  exports ;  and  this  at 
the  most  unhealthy  season  of  the  year. 

It  is  also  noticeable  from  the  Portuguese  returns  that  during  1874 
imports  amounted  to  53,098/.,  and  exports  amounted  to  28,227/.,  at 
Louren90  Marques;  and  that  three-quarters  of  the  value  of  imports 
and  two-thirds  of  the  value  of  exports  were  carried  by  Englbh  and 
French  ships. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  Louren9o  Marques  custom-house  in  1874 
amounted  to  7,921/.,  being  superior  to  those  of  1873  by  2,268/.,  and  to 
those  of  1872  by  5,899/. 

The  present  customs  tariff  of  Louren9o  Marques  (vide  Section  Y.) 
was  introduced  to  monopolize  the  Transvaal  trade,  but  the  discovery  of 
its  encumbrance  with  outside  charges  caused  dissatisfaction  and  in* 
duced  the  Transvaal  to  refuse  to  admit  goods  destined  for  the  gold 
fields,  imported  vi&  Delagoa  Bay,  free  of  duty,  accordingly  the  Governor 
of  Lo.uren90  Marques  proposes  an  amended  and  increased  tariff,  which 
will  make  matters  worse  for  both  parties. 

*  In  1878  the  &tal  effiBcts  of  the  bite  of  the  tetae  fly  were  not  fully  proved  and 
believed  in  by  Kataliini^  who  in  later  years  are,  however,  less  adventuroos  in  risking 
their  oxen. 
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Cheap  gmiB,  gonpowder,  pickg,  blankets,  and  Bpirifcg  are  introduced 
under  the  present  tariff  at  cheap  rates,  and  the  result  is  that  a 
dangerous  port  for  reckless  and  wholesale  supply  of  guns  and  ammu- 
nition to  natives  is  opened  at  Delagoa  Bay,  whence  thousands  of  guns 
pass  into  the  hands  of  the  Zulus  and  other  neighbouriag  tribes,  whilst 
at  the  same  time  the  utter  absence  of  control  by  the  Portuguese  beyond 
their  **  comptoir"  and  the  unregulated  sale  of  spirits  to  the  Amatonea 
is  f&st  demoralising  the  country.  When  it  is  remembered  that  in 
Natal  all  trade  in  guns  is  placed  under  restrictions  for  the  very  purpose 
of  preventing  any  supply  of  arms  to  our  warlike  neighbours  the  Zulus, 
the  fact  that  alf  our  precautions  and  legislation  are  nullified  by  the 
existence  of  an  armoury  on  our  flank  opens  a  question  of  the  gravest 
consequences,  and  demands  serious  consideration. 

The  customs  tariff  of  Mozambique  and  all  ports  other  than  that 
of  Louren9o  Marques  is  almost  prohibitive  in  its  working.  In  some 
instances  it  will  be  seen  that  duties  and  sur-charges  upon  certain 
cotton  goods  run  up  to  23  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  whilst  the  heavy 
export  £ity  clogs  the  steps  of  legitimate  trade. 

There  are  no  banks  at  Mozambique,  and  both  confusion  and  loss 
are  occasioned  to  mercantile  interests  by  the  local  currency,  which  bj 
Portaria  of  1854  is  valued  and  described  as  follows : — 

Reis. 

Gold  barrinha 0$SOO 

Sliver  pataca       000 

The  actual  yalue  being  intrinsically — 

Belli. 

Goldbarrinha 6|090 

Silver  pataca       •  •        469 

in  Portugal.  These  coins  are  simply  strips  ol  metal,  the  barrinha 
being  a  parallelogram  rudely  stamped,  and  the  pataca  of  an  irregular 
octagonal  shape. 

The  English  sovereign  is  valued  at  4,500  reis,  but  is  eagerly  bought 
up  by  the  Banyans  with  barrinbas  and  patacas  at  their  legalised  value, 
and  exported  -to  India.  All  strangers  and  foreigners  at  Mozambique 
have  to  submit  to  this  loss.  No  silver  or  gold  is  imported  from  Portugal, 
only  copper  money,  and  for  protection  it  has  been  the  custom  of  the 
Prench  houses  to  import  five-franc  pieces,  which  pass  for  900  reis,  a 
custom  which  they  have  latterly  discontinued. 

When  H.M.S.  **  Thetis  "  was  here  last  January,  only  94/.  was  offered 
for  a  navy  bill  of  100/.,  and  of  course  refused.  On  a  recent  occasion 
the  only  terms  on  which  a  bill  on  Europe  was  obtainable  for  cash  was 
at  par  at  thirty  days  sight.  There  are,  in  fact,  no  current  or  monthlj 
rates  of  exchange,  where  so  little  money  is  to  be  found. 

It  should  be  noticed  that  at  Louren90  Marques  almost  all  the 
money  in  circulation  is  of  English  coinage,  here  alone  of  all  the  Portu- 
guese ports  on  the  East  Coast  no  difficulties  of  exchange  exist.  This  is 
readily  accounted  for  by  the  trade  with  Natal,  and  the  proximity  to  the 
Leydenberg  gold  fields  in  the  Transvaal,  where  imported  goods  are  sold 
for  cash  aim  not  in  barter  for  produce  as  a  rule. 

Fori  U.-'^Shipping  and  NavigaKm. 

From  Angoxa  north  to  Gape  DelgaHo  a  coasting  trade  is  carried  on 
in  dhows,  usually  from  Zanzibar  or  Madagascar,  many  of  which  after 
bringing  cattle  or  other  legal  cargo  to  the  Portujue3e  ports,  slip  into 
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the  iieigbbonring  nven  and  harboura,  wbe»  ^tbttie  ik  no  jfostidtstbiir 
exttxoked,  and  run  alare  cargoes  acrom  the  ohannel  firom  i?orti^^«M^ 
territorial  waters.  Ahout  tweatj-six  of  tbeae  4Mm£t  liave,  howeiEer,  huBOk 
deatroyed  l>y  the  British  and  Portuguese  dudqg  187a,4dthou|^anao9r 
ABB  notoriously  known  to  have  succeasf  uU^  escaped,  notably  ione  from 
the  Iredeni  Jiiver  and  two  from  the  Umfusi  and  ^voianedn4ftqttandbor 
and  October,  there  being  no  veMel  set  Mogambigqe  at^tiiatitime  availa- 
ble to  send  away  to  stop  their  proceedinfis. 

Portuguese  commerce  is  reprasented  by  a  few  coftsting  admonev^ 
and  the  occasional  arrival  of  a  tew  merchant  ships  from  jTishon  laden 
ndth  winq,  provisions,  and  general  cargoes. 

Two  gunboats,  specially  buQt  lor  service  in  the  Zambezi,  nm 
stationed  at  Mozambique,  as  well  an  n despatch  hoat^'^nrito'*),  the  '^iC^uiU- 
mane*'  xmder  the  command  of  Senhor  d*Avila,  of  the  Portuguese  amvy ; 
hut  there  are  not  sufficient  men  to  man  uiowe  than  one  vessd  at  a  tiamt 
80  that  their  endeavonrsin  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  althongh 
earnest,  oore  jio  limited  as  to  be  of  very  iittle  effect  in  ied[iicing  'th» 
traffic.   , 

lEhe  British  Indian  Company's  steameaB  run  every  twen^eigfat  Aiya- 
ijH>m  JSanzibar,  forty*eight  hours  after  the  arrival  of  tiie  Bnglish  mail 
from  Aden,  vi&  Jobtauna,  Mayotte,  Nossi  B^,  and  Majunga,  to  JIoau&- 
bique,  under  JBontracts  with  both  the  French  and  Portuguese  Qt)vem* 
ments.  Thts-tvoyage  occupies  eleven  days,  and  ^tke  steamers  return  by 
the  same  route  nner  about  forty-eight  hours'  tftny  at  Mozambique, 
reaching  Zanzibar  in  time  to  correspimd  with  the  mail  steamer  of  the 
same  liue  carrying  the  mails  (imdor  •n  'doid^le  (Oontra«^  with  both  the^ 
British  and  Portuguese  Govern inmt^)  to  Aden  and  to  Lisbon. 

The  TJnhm  Company's  steamers  run  a  montttly  .steanier  from  Natalr 
after  the  arnval  of  *tne  Bnglish  mail  from  the  Cape,  to 'Zanzibar,  calling 
at  Delagoa  Bay,  Inhamban^,  Quilimsne,  and  Mozambique,  nnder  an 
srnmgement  made  by  them*M4th  the  British  Indian  Company,  who  faavB 
toiTkmc^dibr*tfae  coa^t  service  between  Mozambique  and  I>eUigoa  Bay 
with  the  Portuguese  Government.  The  Union  Company -are  also  imder 
contract  with  the  British  Gt)>'ernmentfor  the  direct  service  between  the 
Gspe  and  Zanzibar.  At  present  no  certainty  can  be  placed  upon  tfaB 
Uteamers  com mimicating  with  Quilimane  and  Inhambane,  their  mstruo- 
4ions  being  to  anchor  off  the  bars  of  the  rivers  for  six  hours  only,  which 
is  not  aflowrng  sufficient  time  for  boats  to  come  from  the  settlements.- 
There  is,  however,  nothing  to  prevent  any  of  their  steamers  entering 
Inhambane  harbour,  although  at  Quilimane  it  would  be  dangerous  for- 
a  long  ressel,  owing  to  the  rapid  bends  in  the  rirer.  Subsequently  it 
may  be  expected  Jnhamhane  will  be  regularly  entered,  but  if  the 
Portuguese  Government  wish  to  insure  mails  being  regularly  delivered 
at  Quilimane,  ttey  must  have  a  small  steamer  stationed  at  Tangahum 
Point,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  to  cross  the  bar  andjeceive  them  at 
the  outer  anchorage. 

The  confusion  connected  with  the  timetables  dftheUnion  VatnpnrfS 
steamers,  the  uncertain  dates  of  arrived  at  ports  and  their  short  stay  at 
the  ports,  are  causes  which  have  operated  unfirvnuraBly  Tqgainst  their 
|;etting  cargo^  Seven  or  eigirt  days'  dchiy  at  Natal,  the  terminal  poffe 
IS  not  uncommon,  after  which  the  service  has  to  be  hurried  throng 
anyhow.  This  is  owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  Natal  Bar,  and  could 
be  avoided  was  Sel^goa  Sm^  -with  its  ^caot  Nconvenienees  of  good 
anchorage,  used  as  the  port  of  junction  and  transhipment  by  the  Cape 
and  Ztiiiaibar  «teamers ;  an  arrangement  .faeiiiff  made  £or  ^Mvaaelamsing 
goods  ^Mnttraasttu*'  by  tkeitfanaibartstauBBrii  fitiliogtom^et^feir'^^— ^ 
ataame^  i>vdng  to  iierteing  vdelayed^Qr  the  JKatal  .Bar,  iwauld  ; 
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iog  tke%Bt  SIX  mmiiliS'cflBTI),  the  loUowiDg'areiifaB  moremaxftt 
xKf  British  mevcmtile  flhipping  -on  the  eoast. 

Thirteen  steamers  and  ships  -entered  the  port  t>T  Hazanduque, 
jq[isten]«  C;931  tons.* 

Eleven  ^steamers  and  ships  entered  the  port  dTlioarenfo  HBrqasiy 
aegistering  j5,059  ions. 

In  1874,  only  one  British  ship  of  SO  tons  was  entered  atlnhsoibane, 
in^first  six  months  of  1675,  two,  regi>terin<:;;  4B8. 

In  1674,  only  one  British  ship  of  70  toia  wns  eiitogd  at  T^odUmai^^ 
in  first  six  months  of  1675,  none  were  entered. 

From  Ist  June  to  Slst  December,  1874,  eight  vessels  of  1,117  tons, 
registered  under  the  Britiah  flng,  were  entered  at  Lourenco  Marques. 

A  large  supply  of  coal  is  held  at  Mozambique  by  the  French  houses, 
md  fler  Mi^esfy*s  ahips  can  now  be  supplied  fit  prieas  'wnTing  from 
SL^.Od.to  di.  A.  Qd.  per  ton,  delivered  alonffsrde.  Thero  is,  faoweivr, 
so  Admiralty  noal  contract  as  yet  conclu^  with  acny  j)asticQhr 
sBn* 

The  "livingstonia"  Mission  Expedition  nnder  Mr.  E.  B.  Yoxnmhr 
itfae  Jast  jadvioae  from  Quilimane  was  reported  "  all  well,**  «nd  Inmyieft 
j/timno  &riAm3\uT&  river  en  route  to  Li^  !NyasHa,  with  everyhnpe  xK 
soEBBeding  in  forming  a  settlement  upon  its  sottth-weslem  'shocea,. 
arhere  the  establishment  of  legal  trade,  and  indeed  the  piesenoe  wS. 
Srhidi  faeea  ahuie,  will  influence  the  interior  slave  traders*  operations, 
pRticolarly  wl^uthey  seo  Bishop  8te»i*e*8  par^  arriving  on  tneir  fiaift 
to. the  nor^SAstem  shores  from  &nzibBr.t  Ite  result  of  both  thaso 
inminna  cannot  'fail  io  be  -awaited  wUh  interest  iby  all  anxbus  for  ifait 
ultimate  civilization  of  Africa  which  alona  oan  uproot  its  ipwmxSL 
JBititiitions  of  skveiy  andiorcad  ikbour. 

The  ligbthoaae  on  Bt.  €kopge*s  Island  (or  Gt«  Island  aa  it  ii 
sometimes  called)  is  approaching  compleiion,  and  it  is  expected  williw 
iigbted  in  January,  1876.  Buoys  are  also  ready  to  be  maosed  on  the 
limits  of  St.  Sebastian  Spit  and  Hnrpshell  Spit,  &r  the  convenieiuie'^ 
iSMsuulu  entering  die  port  of  Mozambique^ 

Begulations  have  been  published  fur  the  guidance  of  the  light- 
Inepers  at  Ibo,  Quilimane,  and  Inhambane  as  (notably  at  Quiliman^ 
on  several  occasions  negligence  had  been  reported  by  masters  of  ships, 
and  theisteamer  '^Quuimane'*  is  under  orders  to  pro<*eed  to  Quili- 
vane  >a^d  Inhand^ane  under  t^  comimind  of  Lieutenant  d*Avila  (an 
•Bsifietic  Po(Vtugiie8B  affii»r  who  served  for  £ve  years  in  the  Bntnh 
navy)  to  buoy   both  entraneas  »ird  put  the  lighthoosaa  in,  fxajfm. 


tkt  Ddiigoa  Bi^y  ike  Oovemor,  fienhor  Augusto  da  Ciaatilho  (abo 
•  oumd  jpfioerO  has  (erected  «  ligitt  -on  Teint  £ui»n.  It-is«tsD  -pea- 
posed  to  purchase  m  li^hit-sbip  ^  %a  atadomd  at  Cookbom  •BfaodkL  Jif 
MoBiisniuse  any  neaads^oaxiJealBr  Dtdagaa  Bay,  e^n  a^ni^^  n>  pilot 
leif^  vaquixad. 
IStisavs,  ^unaiiU  eavfo  imata,  aasid  hnmohes  toe  iinilt  at  eonis  ncE  4bb 
^iultttliflie  B  4X0  <BUqphuiIding  at  present  aarried  on  inttbe  Sotfta- 


'Hie  jasil  ■**^r^f*«  tio  included  in  those  ntnzns.  Porjgsneml  tUfffixkg 
mssesSeetlonTT. 
-flKfiig  to  the  csMTfltfts  pieSlialisn  t^Hln  Bav.  V.  A.  taBes,Hhs  aMtasir 
•tergrman  of  Buhop  Stesre'i  party,  this  ezpeditiaB 'is  terllba 4tos ateaiMBlL 
Bishop  atsaia.  however  himself  attamptiiig  to  »sch  the  lake  Kjasia  wft  6iade  sad 
«hs  Ssst  Coast  raate. 
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goese  poflsessioDB.  An  arsenal  is  in  working  order  at  Mozambique  for 
the  repairs  of  ships  of  the  Portuguese  nary,  where  a  steam  launch  wae 
lately  constructed  under  the  superintendence  of  Senhor  Yidal,  the 
officer  in  charge,  who  is  very  obliging  to  captains  of  ships  in  want  of 
an  J  services,  when  able  to  render  them. 

Coasting  trade  can  only  be  carried  on  under  the  Portuguese  flag, 
exception  being  made  alone  for  mail  steamers,  but  there  are  not  great 
difficulties  or  expense  in  placing  a  vessel  under  the  Portuguese  flag. 
Messrs.  Handels  and  Company  have  recently  placed  their  steamer 
'^  Adonis  *'  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  to  facilitate  exchange  and  trade 
between  their  establishments  on  the  sea-board,  and  the  French  houses 
have  also  coasting  craft  under  the  Portuguese  flag. 

Fart  IIL — Agriculture, 

In  reporting  on  the  agriculture  of  the  Portuguese  possessions  on 
the  East  Coast  of  Africa,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  although  the 
greatest  agricultural  capabilities  exist,  no  advantage  has  been  taken  of 
them  in  the  past,  and  the  want  of  protection  aud  security  prevents  any 
advantage  being  taken  of  them  in  the  present. 

The  principal  cultivation  is  that  of  the  Caju  tree,  from  the  fruit  of 
which  tne  Caju  spirit  is  distilled — an  intoxicating  liquor  that  produces 
the  worst  results,  and  this  is  retailed  to  the  natives  by  small  drinking 
houses  usually  kept  by  convicts  in  the  towns  of  the  settlement,  with 
the  result  of  course  that  drunken  slaves  and  libertos  are  constantly  to 
be  met  with  in  the  streets,  whilst  broils  and  theft  are  matters  of  daily 
occurrence,  there  being  no  restrictive  law  against  the  sale  of  spirituous 
liquor  to  aborigines  in  the  Mozambique  provinces  similar  to  that  in 
force  in  the  colony  of  Natal. 

Coflee  is  of  excellent  quality,  and  its  cultivation  does  not  present 
great  difficulty,  but  certainly  the  whole  province  does  not  produce  two 
tons. 

The  susar-cane  can  be  cultivated  on  the  whole  coast,  but  no  sugar  is 
made,  and  no  effort  made  to  form  plantations. 

Cotton,  for  which  the  land  presents  great  adaptability,  is  not 
planted,  or  the  tea  plant ;  in  fact,  the  cocoa-nut  plantations  and  the 
Caju  trees  near  the  settlements  represent  the  agriculture  of  the 
Portuguese  settlers. 

The  natives  are  more  industrious  than  those  who  should  be  an 
example  to  them,  and  plant  rice,  maize,  millet,  ground  nuts,  and  oil 
seed,  as  well  as  the  cassava  (mhogo,  which  forms  their  staple  food)  ;  a 
list  of  this  produce  will  be  found  in  Section  lY . 

In  the  ^'Ensaio  Estatistica,  &c'*  (from  which  Section  II.  is  taken  in 
translation),  in  Chapter  Y.,  paces  t)6 — 76,  headed  '' Agricultura— 
Industria  e  Commercio,*'  will  be  found  the  following  paragraphs  on  the 
condition  of  the  colony,  written  in  1858,  and  applicable  in  1875. 

''  Agriculture  and  industry,  despised  for  more  than  three  centuries 
in  the  Portuguese  possessions  of  £ast  Africa,  still  remain  to  day  com- 
pletelj  in  the  background,  because  the  expectations  of  the  lucrative 
trade  in  slaves  are  scarcely  yet  passed  away,  that  supplanted  tiie 
original  barter  for  gold,  the  sole  object  of  the  '  conquistadores.' 

**  To  the  south  and  north  of  our  immense  *  conquista'  are  the  English 
colonies  and  that  of  the  Imam  of  Muscat.  Port  Natal  and  Zanzibar 
prosperi  thongh  of  yesterday. 
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"An  evil  fate  has  always  followed  induBtrial  speculations  in  the 
prorince  of  Mozainbique,  but  the  same  should  not  be  in  the  future, 
because  the  temptation  of  slavery  which  absorbed  all  capital  by  the 
immense  profits  realized  is  wanting." 

And  the  Yiscouut  d' Almeida  Garrett  adds  (quotation,  pace  75) : — 
"  What  is  the  good  of  jealously  and  greedily  keeping,  and  at  the  «ost  of 
great  sacrifices,  a  treasure  which  we  are  unable  to  utilise  P" 

Where  the  utter  want  of  "  colonisation  power*'  is  most  evident  is  at 
Louren^o  Marques,  where  after  centuries  of  occupation  within  a  few 
walled  acres  of  settlement,  nothing  is  to  be  seen  beyond  a  few  cabbage 
gardens  on  the  edge  of  the  swamp  outside  the  town,  although  almost 
the  entire  district  consists  of  fertile  and  productive  soil,  admirably 
adapted  for  the  cultivation  of  tropical  produce,  sugar-cane,  coffee^ 
tea,  &c,  and  the  inhabitants  are  hardworking  agriculturists  who  seek 
labour  upon  plantations  at  Natal. 

But  emigration,  colonisation,  capital,  and  enterprise  will  continue  to 
draw  back  from  Eastern  Africa  so  long  as  there  is  no  material  guarantee 
for  security.  The  system  of  the  occupation  of  fortified  settlements  at 
distant  points  upon  the  sea-board  of  a  coast,  with  no  jurisdiction  over 
the  intervals  or  over  the  interior  country  (except  upon  the  Zambezi), 
cannot  io  1875  be  properly  termed  the  effective  colonisation  of  the 
vast  and  fertile  districts  known  as  the  Portuguese  possessions. 

The  animal  produce  of  the  district  is  well  known  from  the  late  Dr. 
Livingstone's  works.  Elephants  still  abound  in  the  interior  of 
Umoeilas  country  on  the  Shir^,  and  in  the  almost  unknown  country  at 
the  back  of  the  Kisungo,  Moma,  and  Angoxa  rivers,  as  well  as  inland 
from  Ibo.  Ehinoceroses  are  becoming  scarce,  and  the  hippopotami 
are  sensibly  thinned  by  the  sale  of  guns  to  natives.  Antelope  and 
buffalo  still  abound,  as  well  as  lions  and  leopards.  Table  MountaiUi 
thirty  miles  from  Mozambique,  is  infested  with  the  latter.  Tliat  ivory 
is  more  difficult  to  obtain  each  year  is  a  fact  now  generally  known,  yet 
it  is  wonderful  to  see  the  amount  still  exported.  In  1878  there  was 
78,109^.  value  ])as3ed  through  the  Mozambique  custom-house,  as 
against  84,409/.  in  1809,  and  64,125/.  in  1871.  There  were  also 
exported,  in  1873,  hippopotamus  teeth  to  the  value  of  763/.  (Vide 
Section  IV.)  Cattle  are  imported  to  Mozambique  from  Madagascar, 
but  thrive  fairly  on  the  coast  until  the  game  country  is  reached,  where 
the  tsetse  fly  invariably  commences,  but  recedes  in  the  face  of  civiliza- 
tion in  company  with  the  buffaloes  whose  society  it  affects. 

But  few  horses  are  seen,  and  those  there  are  on  the  coast  are 
imported  from  Natal  and  the  Cape. 

The  French  house  of  Favre  and  Fils  is  making  laudable  efforts  to 
import  camels  from  Aden,  to  substitute  at  Inhambane  in  the  place  of 
"  the  heads  of  natives,"  the  favourite  carriage  of  the  East  Coast. 

Ebony,  the  gum  copal  tree,  the  indiarubber  climber,  sandal  woody 
.wild  cotton,  and  wild  coffee,  are  common  to  the  northern  division  of  the 
province,  as  well  as  a  large  number  of  timber  trees,  four  of  which« 
named,  T^a,  Mocosso  Cobso,  Pa6-fava,  Metteral,  were  pronounced  br 
Mr.  Laslett,  Timber  Inspector  to  the  Navy,  in  a  letter  to  the  Hon.  K. 
Dundas,  Storekeeper-General  of  the  Navy,  dated  Admiralty,  19th 
February,  1859,  "to  be  deserving  of  a  trial  in  our  dockyards.*' 

A  rich  field  lies  open  to  the  botanist  on  the  Eastern  Coast  of  Africa, 
and  both  flora  and  &una  required  attention  and  further  classification 
and  description,  whilst  many  vaduable  textile  plants  utilised  at  present 
by  the  natives  only  would  repay  research* 
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In  the  district  of  Mozambique  the  coast  is  oceupi^  by  KVttflwztbifi 
mud  Mujoges,  both  tbe  cbsseendants  from  the  intcrmarrm^  d  Arabs 
with  'the  ^omen  of  the  eoixntry.  Tbe  term  Mujo^  applyinjv  x)Vl\j  to 
such  as  haveHakua  blood  in  their  veins,  from  the  mother's  side. 

Tbe  extensive  Makua  tribes  €Xt^nd  from  the  Boooma  to  the  north 
vf  the  Zambesi,  broken  up  into  small  village  and  settlements,  -and 
Bubjedt  to  the  superior  race,  the  Lomwt^,  who  kidnap  them  and  sell 
them  to  the  Mnjoges,  in  order  to  prevent  their  own  people  bemg  sent 
as  eUi^'es  to  Madagascar.  The  Lomw^  think  they  have  a  perfect  right 
to  kidnap  the  Makua,  but  at  the  same  time  consider  it  unfair  that  tfas 
Mnjoge  should,  when  pushed  for  time,  assert  a  prescriptive  light  to 
enslave  either  or  both  race^.  Beyond  these  tribes  in  the  interior  ure 
the  wandering  Yatuas  or  Mairti,  of  Zulu  extraction,  continually  at  war 
Wftb  their  neighbours,  the  Bedouins  of  the  country,  whose  iiand  ts 
against  every  man. 

The  tribes  on  the  coast  as  far  south  as  the  Eisungo  are  governed  Ijy 
rfieikhs,  who  have  lived  entirely  hitherto  by  the  slave  trade,  and  are  nc% 
yet  quite  ^persuaded  thett  the  "  good  old  times*'  are  drawing  to  an  end. 
In  revenge  for  their  rards  when  slave  collecting,  the  Makuas  fjrqnen^ 
attack  and  bum  the  towns  of  the^'e  coast  settlements,  kilting  all  tha 
people  they  can  get  hold  of  Hence,  the  interior  is  not  easy  to  pens- 
trate  from  the  Mozambique  district. 

The  tribes  on  the  Zambezi  have  been  described  in  detail  laj 
Brs.  Livingstone  and  Kirk.  The  Makalolo  left  by  tlw -former  on^the 
8hhr6  -hove  been  driven  out  Inr  the  Manganja  and  Makua,  wHQst  vsufHt 
the  Landems  (or  northern  Zums)  imder  Hmseila,  who  have  subdued  *tlm 
Bitftonga  and  Amatonga  races  Bnd  govern  the  whole  country  tiov*nte'thB 
Limpopo,  press  closely  upon  the  Portuguese  settlements  at  Bern  anA 
Sete,  as  well  as  upon  Sofala  and  Chiloane,  Bazaruto,  and  Inhambane. 

Another  element  of  dangfvr  are  the  revolted  slaves  on  the  LrcungOt 
w*ho,  under  a  renegade,  by  name  Mateos,*  recently  artflcked  the  villages 
on  the  Kisungo,  visiteii  by  the  *'Thetis' "  boats  in  August,  killed  many  men 
and  carried  away  ISO  women  and  diildren  to  their  fortified  **aEmga,** 
together  with  a  quantity  of  ivory. 

Around  Louren9o  Marques  are  the  Amatonga  under  petty  chiefis, 
some  of  whom  are  vassals  to  Umseila,  and  some  under  the  govemmeift 
of  Nozingele,  none  being  under  Portuguese  jurisdiction,  tdthougfh^er* 
fectly  willing  to  take  empty  oa*hs  of  vassalage  to  the  ^Oovemw  tif 
Louren^o  ^larques,  in  return  fbr  the  privilege  fi\*  buying  guiM  and 
powder,  and  the  celebration  of  then*  advent  with  rum.t 

In  addition  to  the  Waswahili  irad  Mujoges,the  popuhtfion  tiounirisea 
ntnnerous  emigrants  from  ludia,  Canareens,Battias,  Pai^tiB.s'afnd  Banyans, 
as  well  as  the  Portuguese  settlers,  who  inhabit  the  trading  stations  %eHl 
upon  the  coast  and  the  colonies  upon  the  Zambezi.  Tbe  "^'Basm 
E^^latfstica  "  comments  upon  this  tsommunity  in  the  Hbl  lowing  'i<!U!U» 
^ap.  1.,  Noticia  ^Seral  tio  Paiz  e  de  sens  Habitantes,  *p.'i^  at  seq.)  ^«- 

'^  This  mixture  of  men  x£  various  religions  and  varrous  mannen  ml 


&aftsr  all  da>iAd  havdifiMOBslltds  isnsfade^  Im  was^dtivIttacd.A  ikmt 
aBd««ftrp5ateriigr  iiade.  hot  »»»*»  w>iig».^  >.«.*^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  nmiaryyt  tlw 
rsduction  of  Bonga  two  years-ago. 

t  Viie  section  I.,  for  quotathm  ynrn  Baaslo  'Bstatlttiai  tpsgs  1S9)— ''Ihs 
OoverameDt  of  Louren^o  Afarquet  tfoaiiits  solely  *df  ikcto'  of  tho  foriifisd  towa 
aitaatsd  oa  the  bay  of  iht  asms  nsms." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


eoBtanai,.!]!  mhxMe  unmber  mnst  be  incln&d  n»i^  ladminab  that  -ti» 
molber  eountrgr  has  jcaat  aS^  eannot  represent  the  type  of  jm  •Bxeelknfe 
socieiy  (una  sooiedade  jnorigerada),  and^r  the  fgseater  r— nn  heoaon 
the  &09pel  has  not  heie  «po8ik»  who  pl»Eul  bj  -wooA  and  rexampby 
heeaoe  educaticm  and  instrttetion  are  almost  ^g^nerally  n^ghcteB, 
becanse  the  public  ibree  is  very  often  insnfficaent  to  luppfeeB  xrtme  aocd 
rice,  and  hncanse  the  boat  ckf  the  clinute  .dstea  the  ^nropaan  -from 
work." 

(An  honourable  eaoeeption  nhonld  be  made  as  a  jmto  toihis  paragraph 
in  favour  of  the  prelate  of  MooBambiqae,  prenamly  alluded  to,  Fatw 
Jos6  Caetano  Gon^alyes ;  neither  is  the  heat  of  the  oountry  the  alighMt 
excuse  for  life^long  idleness, it  ie  the  habit  of  the  leliiaiDB  on  slave  abour 
alone  that  induces  this  destructive  vice.) 

*^  Idleness,  which  is  the  common  tioe  of  the  oonnlry,  has  kft 
immense  landed  properties  barren,  capable  of  jieldin^  emrj  kind  of 
produce.  The  *very  slaves  themselves  are  taken  -away  by  their  masima 
nrom  their  employment  in  tilling  the  |pround,  and  £n>m  other  industanal 
pursuits,  to  crowd  the  entrances  of  Iheir  iiouses  (the  masters*)  in  '^ 
vain  display  of  false  wealth. 

**I£  idleness 'SO  dominates  on  the  coB^,*it  can'be 'supposed  what  it  is 
in  tbo  interior  at  the  towns  of  Sena  and  TetB,  antL  the  aajacent  estatos. 

"  Men  Ivm  in  com]ilete  idleness  and  make  over  to  iheir  women  the 
management  of  the  trade  with  the  interior  and  the  mana^^ement  of  their 
faouaehold  slaves. 

•  ••••• 

"  The  Banyans,  in  whose  "hands  £he  manopdy  u^  the  trade  between 
Mozambique  land  India  remained  &r  so  long  a  period,  have  fallen  jA 
present  from  tbeir  ancient  opulence,  and  tSs  trade  that  they  did  is 
mncipally  carried  on  by  the  ^atciahs  of  'Hindustan.  Wihen  jdoh^  ths 
Banyans  were  persecuted  by  the  governors,  their  residence  inihe  fpxo- 
vince  restrictasd  to  Mozambique,  and  they  were  oonsidered  memben  ofm 
wandering  race,  like  the  Jews;  to-day^  when  they  hold  compatativebr 
nothing  in  the  colony,  they  are  summoned  to  eiyoy  all  the  civil  anfl 
political  rights  of  Portuguese  dtizenq,  and  expressly  to  be  voters  mid 
eligible  for  election,  with  permission  to  reside  in  the  capital  or  any 
other  part  of  the  province  of  Mozambic^ue,  to  hold  landed  propertv,  &o., 
as  well  as  the  Parsees,  Moors,  and  &entio8(theservile  Indian  caste)  bom 
and  domiciled  in  the  Portuguese  possessions  of  Asia  and  Africa.'*  * 

The  mineral  resources  of  the  East  Coast  cannot  be  done  justice  to- 
within  the  limits  of  a  condensed  report,  and  they  are  of  suflScient 
importance  to  demand  separate  treatment  at  a  future  dote.  Coal 
measures  are  widely  scattered  throughout  the  province,  notably  on  the 
Zambezi  and  near  Dektgoa  3ay.  The  mines  near  Tete  have  been 
recently  purchased  by  a  company,  which  asks  for  a  monopoly  of  the 
steam  navigation  of  Zambezi  to 'carry  out  its  projected  workings  in 
combination  with  a  carrying  trade.  A  trial  was  made  of  this  co^  lyy 
ff.M.S.  *'  Thetis "  in  Au|];uat  last.  The  ezietenco  of  oocil  in  the 
liimbombo  is,  however,  of  'greater  importance  tto  geueitll  'trade,  'foT, 
with  the  short  line  of  rail  projected,  run  to  the  foot  oi  the  Tange,dt 
might  l>e  delivered  to  steamers  in  the  bi^rtself  4tt  auch  a  price  as  to 
iBmsfbrm  Delagoa  Bay,  with  its  undoubted  fscilitieB  for  trade,  into  the 
•oaUng  station  for  the  eastern  seas. 

Jtfalacbito  and  copper  is  (reported  in  ifae  '^nlterior  tfeiit  df  Moaouw 
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bique,  and  iron  and  coal,  but  this  has  been  hitherto  a  sealed  countrj, 
and  no  Portuguese  can  venture  beyond  the  Coast  Settlements  near  the 
capital,  owing  to  the  bitter  memories  preserved  by  the  unfortunate 
Makuas  of  the  slave  trade,  of  which  they  have  been  the  ill-used  victims. 
Por  miles  and  miles  broad,  deserted  districts,  capable  of  rich  cultiva- 
tion, can  be  seen  stretching  away  from  the  summit  of  Table  Mountain, 
where  the  inhabitants  have  been  swept  away  by  the  raids  of  kid- 
nappers ;  hence  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  Makuas  embrace 
every  opportunity  for  revenge,  alike  upon  the  Portuguese  and  Mujoges, 
whenever  an  opportunity  occurs,  and  on  occasions  have  even  attacked 
the  settlement  at  Mussooril. 

The  gold  mines  of  Manica  and  Quiteve,  &c.,  have  completely 
passed  away  from  the  Portuguese,  together  with  all  hold  upon  the 
ancient  kingdom  of  Monomotapa,  which  is  now  divided  between 
Umseila  and'Lobengule,  chiefs  of  tribes  of  Zulu  extraction,  the  former 
the  son  of  Manicusse,  the  latter  the  son  of  Umsiligazi,  otherwise 
known  as  Moselikatze,  both  energetic  Zulu  adventurers,  who  con- 
quered the  districts  now  held  by  their  sons.  Lobengule  permits 
access  to  the  gold  fields  in  the  Matabele  country,  and  granted  his 
southern  mines  on  the  Tati  settlement  to  a  company  in  1871,  and 
also  a  concession  of  part  of  his  northern  fields,  still  very  imperfectly 
explored,  to  the  late  Mr.  Baines,  P.B.Q-.S. ;  but  the  richest  mines  are 
undoubtedly  known  to  exist  within  120  miles  of  the  coast  and  in 
Umseila's  country,  who  is  not  inclined  at  present  to  let  any  white  man 
travel  to  within  thirty  miles  of  their  exact  whereabouts.  But  recent 
gold  discoveries  in  the  Transvaal,  commencing  with  Marabastadt,  have 
led  to  active  prospectizig,  and  alluvial  diggings  being  found  south  of 
Umseila's  country,  at  rilgrira's  Best  and  on  the  Blyde  Biver,  near 
Leydenberg,  in  the  Transvaal  Eepublic.  From  800  to  1,000  Europeans 
are  at  work  here,  exclusive  of  their  families  and  natives  employed,  and 
from  five  of  the  best  claims,  situated  near  each  other,  gold  to  the  value 
of  26flOOL  is  reported  to  have  been  extracted.  Want  of  water  is  a 
drawback,  and  the  work  is  very  heavy,  owing  to  the  best  nuggets  being 
covered  over  by  a  stratum  composed  of  heavy,  water-worn,  boulder 
drift.  The  climate  is  healthy,  and  a  prosperous  settlement  springing 
up,  to  which  Delagoa  Bay  is  the  natural  port. 


Part  V.—Puhlie  Works. 

There  are  no  railways,  canals,  bridges,  or  telegraphs  in  the  Portu- 
guese possessions  on  the  East  Coast  of  Africa,  other  than  the  small 
bridges,  culverts,  and  raised  roads  within  the  coast  towns.  Neither  are 
there  other  roads  than  those  within  the  **  comptoirs  "  and  in  their  im- 
mediate neiffhbourhood,  or  any  roads  for  communication  with  the 
interior,  with  the  exception  of  an  imperfect  section  of  road  from 
Louren^o  Marques  leading  to  the  Transvaal. 

On  the  Zambezi  water  communication  exists,  but  nowhere  else  do 
the  Portuguese  attempt,  as  a  rule,  to  penetrate  the  interior  of  Africa, 
neither  do  they  avail  themselves  of  the  Angoxa,  Moma,  Kisungo,  Busi, 
Sabia,  Limpopo,  Kmg  George's,  or  the  Maputa  rivers,  all  means  of 
communication,  for  the  extension  of  trade  and  the  civilization  of  the 
countrVy  but  on  the  contrarv,  they  do  their  very  best  to  keep  these 
rivers  hermetically  closed  to  lawful  trade,  in  order  to  avoid  prejudice 
to  the  customs-houses  thpj  have  established  at  a  few  scattered  points 
held  upon  the  seaboai^d  of  the  coast,  over  which  they  claim  an  entire 
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voTereigntj,  but  in  reality  ezerciBe  no  jurisdiction,  sare  oyer  the  fortified 
" comptoira **  and  on  the  Zambezi;  as  a  result,  in  the  district  of 
Mozambique  the  slave  trade  is  carried  on  from  most  of  the  rivers 
fix>iiting  Madagascar,  because  the  returns  are  enormous,  and  one  cargo 
run  out  of  three  or  four  gives  a  large  profit,  for  the  would-be  legal 
trader  who  caunot  afford  to  lose  one  venture  out  of  twenty,  is  driven, 
bj  the  circumlocution  and  operation  of  customs'  regulations  he  fails  to 
understand,  into  slave  trade  in  the  hope  of  rapid  gains,  knowing  that 
if  denounced  at  Mozambique  as  doing  *'  a  contraband  lawful  trade,"  an 
opportunity  will  be  watched  for  to  seize  and  confiscate  his  dhow. 

Public  works  are  now  limited  virtually  to  the  repairs  of  the  buildings 
of  the  coast  settlements,  and  deroid  of  general  interest,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  re-construction  of  a  lighthouse  on  3t.  George's  Island  at 
the  entrance  of  Mozambique  Harbour,  and  the  fixing  of  a  light  upon  a 
pedestal  at  Point  Eeuben  in  Delagoa  Bay. 

Many  improvements  have  been  sugg^ested  by  the  present  Governor 
of  Louren^o  Marques,  Senbor  de  Castilho,  but  none  of  them  are  carried 
out,  because  all  the  surplus  revenue  from  the  Delagoa  Bay  custom- 
house, after  paying  current  expenses,  is  remitted  to  Mozambique. 
The  sea  wall  of  the  fort  has  been  sufficiently  repaired  to  keep  out  the 
sea,  but  the  fort  remains  completely  open  to  the  river  frontage,  and 
there  are  no  wharfs  for  discharge  or  shipment  of  cargo,  which  is  carried 
out  to  boats  by  natives  up  to  their  middles  in  water,  and  is  frequently 
damaged  when  the  wind  is  blowing  on  the  beach. 

The  road  from  Louren^o  Marques  to  the  Transvaal,  after  following 
the  low  coast  land  to  the  foot  of  the  Limbo  mho  range,  passes  over  a 
bold  and  rough  country,  crossing  the  Crocodile  and  Umcomati  rivers^ 
and  many  minor  streams,  but  the  nearest  approach  to  the  coast  which 
can  be  made  by  ox  wagons  from  the  interior,  at  present,  owing  to  the 
tsetse  fly,  is  more  than  sixty  miles  from  the  bay.  No  skilled  engineers 
were  employed  on  this  road,  and  its  construction  is  very  defective^ 
although  to  some  extent  the  purnoses  for  which  it  was  opened  have 
been  served,  and  the  receipts  of  tne  Louren90  Marques  custom-house 
increased,  for  diversion  from  local  improvements  to  ease  the  financial 
strain  at  Mozambique. 

In  practice  goods  are  carried  by  porters  only  upon  this  road,  and 
concessions  have  been  lately  given  to  a  carrying  company,  but  as  they  in- 
clude a  rebate  of  3  per  cent,  on  goods  which  the  proprietors  themselves 
import,  it  is  gradually  becoming  evident  that  the  company's  interest  is 
to  keep  carriers  with  other  merchants'  goods  off  the  line,  and  at  the  same 
time  confine  its  own  operations  to  the  conveyance  of  its  own  property 
to  an  advantageous  market. 

What  it  required  to  effectually  open  up  the  interior  trade  with 
Delagoa  Bay  is,  undoubtedly,  in  the  first  instance,  an  unpretentious 
line  of  raihroad,  or  eren  tramway,  through  the  "Fly  District,"  the 
Tierra  Caliente  of  the  coast,  to  the  Limbombo,  the  Tierra  Templada, 
whence,  until  an  extension  is  effected,  ox  wagons  can  carry  the  traffic 
over  the  Drakensberg,  the  Tierra  Fria,  to  the  broad,  healthy  uplands  of 
th^  rich  mineral  Transvaal  Bepublic. 

Mr.  Moodie,  C.E.,  originally  laid  out  a  line,  vift  Lotite,  Hamilton, 
(New  Scotland),  and  iJ^pstapel,  following  the  watershed  leading 
naturally  in  a  giaidual  ascent  to  Pretoria,  and  recently  the  line  has  been 
inspected  bv  Mr.  Hall,  O.E.,  who  constructed  the  Port  NoUoth  line  on 
the  West  Coast.  Mr.  Hall  reports  it  to  be  an  easy  ^[radient,  and  shows 
that  water  carriage  is  available  to  Bombai,  fifteen  miles  from  Louren90 
Marques,  on  the  TTmbolosi  Biver,  the  course^of  which  is  followed  to 
the  Limbombo,  and  his  survey  thence  proceeds  to  a  point  equidistant 
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from.  Br^xvia  oxxd.  lofiaabergt  whesa  tfafr  Oat  tectiQii.  of  the  line 
irould  end. 

Mr.  Moadiee  holds  m  concesaioa  from  tiieE  ForbigaeBe  Goveminent 
for  that  portion  q£  tltft  propose  line  Ljing  within  thmr  territor}-,  and 
Eoeddent  Bui^gera  is^  repocted  to  be-  in  conoert  with  thia  gefntlemaa  ob 
to;  the  manner  in  which  such  conoesBton  ia  ta  be  dealt,  with,  but  as  jeti 
<uipital  is  needed,  and  the  Delogoa  Baf  and  Transvaal  Railroad  is  hr 
Scorn  being  mi  accomplished  fsut,  for  the  total  want  of  pratection  and 
ascuritj  under  thapreftent  system  of  government  for  money  invested, 
will  operaite*  ftgaiuBtthe  sdieme  meting  with  substantial  financial  sup* 
gort.  in  Europe. 

An  inspection  has  been  receotly^  made  of  the  aettlemenlA  by  Senhor 
CroFeiro.  Loj^a,  tiie  Director  of  Public  Works,,  and  suggestions  for 
DBpaira  and  improv^nenta,  and  the  construction  o£  cisterns,  wells,  and 
public  buildings,  as  well  as  the  plan  of  a  new  town  proposed  to  ba 
huilt  on.  tfae:heftithy  heights  of  Point  Beubm,  three  miles  fcom  the  pre- 
siuitt  site  of  Lonreufo  Mav^es,  have  been  submitted,  in  1875,  to  the 
Eortttguese  Qovemment  by  this  officer,  but  there  are  no  available  funds 
«nd)na  officers  competent  tor  cany  out  the  details,  at  present  in  th* 
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CoMFABATin:  Tabic  of  Trade  on  East  Coasfc  of  A  fripa,  Pnrfnajipg^i 
Possessions,,  compiled  from  the  Eeturns  in  the  Mozambique 
Official  Boletim. 


KaindofCastom 

Yalbe  of  Imnorts. 

1 

'         Value  of  Expoftfc 

,  QtOiM  Col. 
lectcd  dudnf 

lit  JaDiuuy 
1      tallM 
^  Decemtor. 

IBH. 

1873. 

1874- 

187L 

1873. 

isrii 

QoilimaaB*       

Ibo 

£ 

^'958 

28e,'9l8 
19,776 

£ 

23i9S7 

262,'696. 
I6,2ri 

£ 

63,098 

13,113 

24,902 

253,00& 

9,800 

£ 

siiasa 

188;602 
13,996 

£ 

178^126 
812 

•       £ 

28.227 

,    17.004 

'    26,808 

177,000 

6,876 

£ 
7,921 

a,478 
2,271 

Totoli     

331,671 

29I,9fl& 

853,978 

235.476 

197,936 

264,909 

49,482 

•  Betorns  foe  IB7I;  1278,  dMtnjodiwith  custom-house,  wbich  was  itrnck  by  Ushtnioi^ 


IT.  LiflT  of  theBrincipal  Articles  of  Import  to  the  Pbrtrugucm 
Pbsseaaions,  East  Africa. 


Ameiican  oils. 

BtmilLetK 

Besds. 

Bnts  and  copper  wire. 

Boots. 

Bar  1x0%  bnuswork  fitUngSb 

Batter. 

Cotton  goods  (Dotis,  "loiq^as*'  and 
"martas")— Col  ured  and  white,  in 
great  rariety;  value  imported  yearly 
OQararen^  oflast  three  yearly  returns, 
55,Q00(. 

Cutlery. 

Cbee». 

Candles. 


Coal. 
Cattle. 

Dry  Roods  of  every  description. 
Earthenware. 
Flour. 

Guns,  powder;  lead,  in  large  qnantitioft 
Hardware  of  all  variety. 
Preserved  moats,  fruits,  and  vegetables. 
Salempores,  blbe. 

Sugar— About  9002.  worth  annnally. 
Sjiecie— French  6-franc  pieces  and  Portu- 
guese copper  coin. 
Tea. 

Tiles,  buildiixg  materiaF. 
Wine,  beer,  spirits. 


IIL  List  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Poutuguaa* 
Possessions,  East  Africa. 


Amendoim  (Aradiis  hypocarpogea)  — 
About  8,000/.  worth  annually. 

Cslombs.  soot — ^ About  9Q0k  wortir 
annually. 

Cowries. 

Coffee. 

Copra,  cocoa-nut  fibre,  and  other  fibres. 

GacQi^nntoiL 

QtoapHm  (fiBiamuim  oTMnte&^^-A^aKt 
15,000r.  worth  annually. 

Qnm  eopal. 

Hippopotamus  teeth. 

Hides  and  skins. 

India-rubber. 


Indian  com,  meal,  millet. 

Ivory-  In  1871   and  1872   there  wert 

78,747  kilosi  exported;  8llglitlrfidie» 

at  present. 
Mafurreiro  oil. 

Orchella— About  2,000  annually. 
Oranges. 

Bice  in  hu4kaB4olaaiiAcL 
BhinocenDA  hnnia. 
Timber,  ebony. 
Tobacco. 
Tortoise-shell. 
Wax. 
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IV.  ArxBAGl  Prices  of  Produce  in  the  Mozambique  District, 
East  Africa. 


Articles. 


Quantitj. 


Price 


JLmendoim,  peeled  groond  nuts  {AraehitJ 
hypoearpogea)       I 

Amborio        \ 

Cocoa-nut  oil 

Gnm,  copal,  ordinary  

,,         dean 

„  clear 

Gergelim  (Sticmum  arienkUf) 

lyory,  large 

„     me&o 

„     menda 

„     c6ra 

ICilho  fino  (fine  groond  Indian  com)         -j 

Hnxnera  (description  of  oil  bean)  • . 

Orchella         

Bice  in  husk 

Tortoiae-Bhell 

Wax,  uncle aned        •  • « 


Per  pai^a 
(14'6S8  kilos.) 

Per  arroba 
(32  lbs.  weight) 

Per  arroba 


Per  panja 
Per  arroba 


Per  algaiere 

(English  peck) 

Per  alguiere 

Per  arroba 
Per  alguiere 

Per  arroba 


£    «.    d. 
0    2    5 

0    1    8 


1/.  6«. 

0 

U6«. 

1/.  10«. 

0 

12 

11 

9 

5/. 


to  1U7«. 
18    0 
to  U  7«. 
to  1{.  12i. 

8    4 

0    0 

0    0 

0    0 
to  62. 


0    0    9 


MEAsuass,  NO  Weights. 


Articles. 


Price. 


Birdseed  

Ohellok  (description  of  dal)     . . 

Dal         

Jowar 

Jugoo  (amendoim)        

Jugoo  mawe  (description  of  amendoim) 

Ehondee  n)ean8)  

„       (white  beans) 

Maize 

Ufuta  (oil  seed) 


£   9,  J. 

0    8  0 

1  6 

0  9 

2  6 

1  0 

2  6 
2  6 


4  per  cent,  impost  duty. 


NonL^Snbject  to  Tariation:  at  a  rule,  all  the  nbove  articles  are  bought  in 
barter,  and  not  for  coin,  from  natire  agents,  although  cash  would  always  be  preferred. 
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Y»  Eetubk  of  Total  Eevemie  from  all  Sourcea  collected  by  tbe  Porta- 

fuese  Government  ia  tbe  Province  of  Mozambique  for  tbe  past 
our  Financisl  Tears* 


UTo^n. 

18n-7B- 

1872-73. 

1873-74. 

£ 
51,247 

£ 
47,306 

45,759 

55,44a 

The  li&bilities  of  the  '^  Jnnta  da  Pasenda/*  brought  up  to  tbe  Slat 
Jul/,  1874  (page  140,  "  Boletim  Official,  1874"),  amounted  to  6,8931, 

Tbe  liabilities  of  tbe  '^  Delegacoce  dk  Juuta  da  Fazenda"  at  Qulli^ 
mane,  Tete,  Sofala,  aod  Angoche  at  the  saoae  time  amouuted  to 
18,7171.  (page  140,  "  Boletim  Ofacial,  1874  ")* 

Noxi. — Thia  debt  Is  now  on  the  increaae,  1875. 

Tbe  last  issue  of  paj  to  the  establishment  at  Mozambique  is  for  tho 
mcmtb  of  April :  beuce  the  Xreaaufy  is  eu  fall  moutha  paj  in  arrear 
(Novembers,  1875). 


YI.  DxTUL  of  Total  Eevenue  from  all  Sources  collected  by  Fortuguesd 
Gbvemment  in  Province  of  Mozambique,  Year  1878-74. 

£ 

Direct  imposts — 

Predial  tithes 557 

Industrial  tithes          951 

Tithes m 

Direitos  de  merca 808 

Fines 50 

Stamps i,air 

Becord  office 870 

Impost  on  libertoB 194 

Indirect  imposts — 

Custom-house  ..         ..         ..         ..         •.  40,500 

Impost  on  ships,  dhows,  and  boats    •  •        . .  60 

Special  and  other  receipts— 

Qnit  rents        ..         ..  80 

Landemios(?) 12 

BeDtal  of  crown  lands . .         . .         « •         . .  1,160 

Medicines  Bold  to  the  public 885 

Postoffice         68 

Kstional  printing  press         ..*"      ••        ••  107 

Eventual  (?) 421 

Receipts  for  special  application— 

Impost  for  maintenance  of  public  works      •  •  8,985 

Total         55,488 


[858] 
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YII.  BEHTBir  of  Berenue  derived  firom  Custom  Dues  and  Impoats, 
Portuguese  Possessions,  East  Coast^  Africa,  for  tlie  past  four 
Financial  Tears. 


1870-71. 

1871-73. 

1872-73. 

1873-74. 

^amo  of  CostOBL 
Station. 

Costom 
Does. 

Impost 
forHain- 

tenance 
ofPnbBc 

Works. 

Coitom 
Does. 

Idipost 

tenance 

of  PBbtte 

Works. 

Cnstom 
Does. 

Impost 
forMaiA- 

tenanoe 
of  PabUe 

Works, 

Costom 
Dues. 

Impost 
for  Main- 
tenance 
of  PiMIe 

Works. 

iBttaaBtane  .»       ... 
ftelHwiiio    

^     

£ 

2,493 

24^874 
6,083 

£ 

393 

836 

T4I 

6,165 

£ 

1,400 
?823 
6,383 
20,126 

£ 
346 

1,089- 

4;i69 

£ 

1,8^ 
2^398 
M» 

20,697 

£ 

6U 

615 

847 

4.347 

£ 

6.714 
4,895 

21,961» 

1,098 
4.459* 

Total!  of  does  and 
impoBts     ...       ..• 

87^9 

8.414 

34,808 

7,337 

33,005 

7.194 

40,664 

8,923 

Total  yearly  reTenne 
leoehed  from  coB- 
toBirliaaae  aoaroea 

«, 

773 

42,146 

40,199 

49,487 

£ 
*  Bevenoe  ftx>m  Mozambique  custom-house  for  finannlal  year  1874-1875  ...  21,476 
And  as  above  for  1873-1874        26,420 


Showing  a  decrease,  1874-75 


4,944  la  lVT6BIMi 


VIII.  Detaiii  of  Receipts  from  Mozambique  Custom-house  for  the 
Financial  Tear  1874-75,  ending  80th  June. 

£ 

Duties  on  imports           ..         14,686 

„        ezportg           ••  ^971 

„       re-ezportations          20 

Vsrehousing •  78 

Tonnage  dnes 96 

Impoflta  on  shipB  and  dhows      •  •        •  •        •  •  28 

Additional  imposts  for  public  works     ••        •*  8^696 

Anoluments  para  a  foyenda       ,.         .«        ••  68 

Total         ..         •.        ..        ..     2M70 

Any  discrepancies  in  these  returns  correspond  with  discrepancies 
in  the  Oovemment  returns,  owing  to  the  financial  year  being  used  in 
one  set  of  returns,  and  in  others  firom  the  year  beiDg  counted  from 
1st  January  to  81st  December. 

IX.  Eetubx  of  Merchant  Vessels  entered  at  the  P6rt  of  Mozambique 
during  the  Tear  1874 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
YesseU. 

Number  of 
Tons. 

Portugaose 

French           

Dutch 

English          

Arab 

German         

8 
40 

8 
84 

9 

1 

1,966 
6,619 

646 
18,266 

188 
1,089 
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BsTiTBir  of  Coasting  Craft  entered  at  the  Port  of  Mozambique 
during  the  Tear  1874. 


Knmber  of  VesBels. 


46 


Kumber  of  Tons. 


X.  Tabqt  of  the  Duties  levied  on  Imported  Meichandise  at  Mozam- 
bique, and  at  all  other  Portuguese  Ports  on  the  East  Coast  of 
Africa,  excepting  Louren90  Marques  (Delagoa  Bay). 


Articles. 


Ale,  itoiit,  elder,  and  gaseens  liqaids 

Biandy,  gin^  liqieiii%  m^Atj,  and  all  distilled 

liquids,  exeepting  nun 

Molasses 


Oil,  oUre         

Bom 4 

Wine  in  eadu 

„    in  bottles  

Beads^ 

Small  glass  (Yelorios)        

Bed(Umgazi}         

Other  sorts 

Batter ' 

Oupper  and  yellow  metal,  in  sheets  or  bars. . 

„     for  coppersmiths 
Cotton  goods— 

Unbleached  II.         

Twilled        

Bleached -, 

Printed  or  stamped,  ordinary       .  •         . , 
„  fine    .. 

Dyed  in  the  piece  (bine  baits) 

l^red  in  the  thread,  ordinaiy       •  •         •• 

„  fine 

twiUed 
Iron  in  bars  or  sheets 

,f   nails  of  all  descriptions 

Gtins,  ordinary  

Onnpowder 

Lead  and  zine,  in  bars,  ingots,  or  sheets     • . 

„    shot        ..        ••         «.         ..         •, 

Oil,  linseed 

Pic^EaflElr 

Fiaints— 

InoU  

In  powder 

Red  lead,  common 

Pearls,  diamonds,  and  other  precioas  stones 

Sogar,  refined . . 

J,     not  refined       • 

BopeH 

Tea 

Tin 


Quantity. 


Per  litre 


Per  kUo. 


limber  for  ships'  masts  and  spars 
Ships  in  any  condition  or  state 


Bach 
Per  kilo. 


PerWlo. 


Duty. 


Beis. 

eo 

45 
20 
45 

as 

so 

30 
120 

40 
120 

80 
170 

130 
150 
170 
220 
S20 
ISO 
ISO 
240 
260 

10 

20 
4S0 

50 

10 

20 

80 

20 

SO 

20 

10  - 
i  per  cent, 
ad  valorem. 

30 

20 

20 
150 

60 
i  per  cent, 
ad  yalorem. 
3  per  cent, 
ad  yalorem. 
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Duty  Fsbb. 


Live  stock. 

Bitnmea. 

Lime. 

Coals. 

Casks  in  shooks  and  fittings. 

Specie  in  gold  and  silver. 

Steam  ship& 

Wheaten  flonr. 

Agricnltural  instraments. 

Artisans' tools. 

Books. 


Music  and  charts. 

Printing  presses  and  type. 

Salt. 

Bags  of  every  description.' 

Seeds. 

Tiles. 

Bricks. 

Ice. 

Guano  and  other  manures. 

Stones  for  hailding. 


All  other  goods  not  specified  pay  6  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

In  making  an  entry  at  custom-house,  invoice  value  must  be  declared 
+  10  per  cent.,  whether  for  direct  or  ad  valorem  duties.  Upon  this 
duties  are  calculated ;  but  whether  this  article  pays  by  weight  or  by 
measure,  or  ad  valorem,  upon  this  gross  sum  8  per  cent,  more  is  levied 
for  public  works  (obras  publicas). 

ExFOBT  Duins. 


Articles, 


Qoantity. 


Duty. 


Bee8¥rax 
Hippopotamus  teeth— 

2  or  more  kilos.,  each 

Ordinary 
Ivory — 

Large 

Medium 

SmaU 

Dry  or  cracked 

Very  small  (Soeivelhoes) 
Bhinoceros  horns 

Tortoise-shell  .. 


Per  kilo.  . . 


Beis. 
20 

110 
15 

160 

110 

100 

80 

40 

80 

5  per  cent 

ad  valorem. 


All  other  produce  not  specified  pays  8  per  cent,  ad  valorem  export 
duty. 

In  addition  to  the  above  export  duties,  I  per  cent,  is  levied  on 
declared  value  for  public  works  (obras  publicas). 


XI.  Tabiff  of  Duties  levied  at  Louren^o  Marques  (Delagoa  Bay.) 
Import  duties  are  the  same  as  in  X,  excepting  upon — 


Cotton  goods. 

Butter. 

OUve  oU. 

Linseed  oil. 

Bopes. 

Paints. 

Tin. 

Nails. 

Copper  for  coppersmiths. 

And  these  pay  9  per  cent.,  viz.,  6  per  cent,  import  duty  +  3  per  cent 
{or  public  works  (obras  publicas),  Doth  percentages  levied  on  declared 
value  of  invoice  +  10  per  cent,  additional. 

Export  Duty  on  Produce  shipped  from  Lourenfo  Marques  amounts 
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to  2  per  cent.,  viz.,  1  per  cent,  export  duty  +  1  per  cent  for  public 
worlu  (obras  publicas),  both  percentages  levied  on  declared  value  of 
invoice  +  10  per  cent,  additional. 


Xir.  SpxciPiCATioirs  of  goods  suitable  for  the  East  Coast  Trade- 
Mozambique  ;  with  average  Prices  for  which  the  same  are  sold  to 
Indian  and  other  Etetail  Merchants  and  to  Traders  by  Importers. 

CSslculaiioii  of  duties  at  all  ports 

ezeeptiDg  Looren^o  Marques. 

Beis. 


190 
245 
265 
440 
490 
540 
Twilled,  40  yds,  141  lbs.,  900. 


Lam  sale, 
75  and  92  reis. 


Small  sale, 
810-410,  685-785  reis. 


Ordinaiy,  90 ;  fine,  187. 


80-110 


888  per  piece. 


'  Qrej  madopoUams,  82  inches  x  24  yards,  in  bales, 
weighing  8, 8i,  8^,  and  4  lbs. ;  sold  at  1|400  reis, 
11450  reis,  1|500  reis,  and  1$600  reis. 

Orey  longcloths  and  grey  sheetings,  S5  and 
86  inches  x  80  yards ;  bales  weighing  7,  7|, 
8,  and  9  lbs.;  Sold  at  21900  reis,  8|000  rei% 
81200  reis,  and  8^400  reis. 

Bleached  madopallams,  finished,  24  to  80  yards,  of 
three  difierent  qualities ;  10  to  a  bile. 

Indigo  blue  baflSy  8  yards  x  81  and  82  inches 
700  reis. 


1^000  reis. 


84 


X  24 


5/000  reis  to 


1#200  reis. 
Panes  da  Costa,  82  ins.  x  24  yds.,  8#600  reis  to 

4/500  reis. 
»  ,f  60 

6/500  reis. 
'  Madder  handkerchiefs,  assorted  patterns  and  quail* 

ties ;  pieces  of  one  dozen,  900  reis  to  1/100  reis 

per  piece  of  one  dozen. 
Swiss  haiidkerchielii  (Mouchoirs  Barves)  of  sereral 

qualities ;  patterns  and  prices ;  large  sale ;  run 

m>m  900  reis  to  1/500  reis  per  dozen. 
^GKmpowder,  in  k^gs  of  5,  10,  15,  20  lbs.,  about 

240  reis  per  lb.  (large  sale). 
Tower  muskets,  heavy,  8|600  reis  to  5|000  reis 

(▼eiy  Urge  sale). 
Brass  wire,  7  millimetres,  in  casks  of  128  lbs. ;  price 

900  reis  per  82  lb.  weight. 
Rum,  20  to  80  degrees ;  100  litres  cask,  22/000  reis. 

{Satin  stripes,  18  or  24  yards;  from  2$  100  reis 
to  2/700  reis  (large  sale).* 
t  Kaffir  picks;   large  sale,  but  as  size  and  shape 
diflfor  in  each  '*  comptoir.*'  samples  are  indis- 
pensable. 
Beads,  large  sale ;  same  rule  applies  as  abore. 
Basses  ale,  gin,  cognac,  candles,  five  and  eight  to  lb., 
crockery,  glass  ware,  furniture,  ssleable  in  small 
quantities. 


•  Saleable  at  Quilimane  and  So&la  only. 

t  Not  a  large  sale  at  Mozambique  and  Ibo,  but  in  yeiy  great  demand  at  Delsgoa 
Bay,  Inhambane,  Bc^ila,  and  Quilimane.  They  are  used  by  the  Amatonga  to 
pnrehaae  wives  with,  th^  hating  no  cattle. 
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XTTL  Yalvb  of  Principal  Imports  bj  Specification,  1878. 
Mozambique  Custom  House. 

Cotton  goods,  in  piece  and  made  clothing       75,813 

Flaxen 474 

Woollen Sda 

Silk           180 

Fnmitiire 51 

Machinery..         .«         •. 

Metals  (rough  and  mannfiictnred)         S,450 

Distilled  liquids  (for  drinking) 1,003 

Wine          1,699 

Vinegar 78 

Qunpowder          1,216 

Muskets 4,071 

Bnildiog  materials  

Tea 1,152 

Olive  oil 96 

Flour         1,577 

Tobacco  and  cigars          252 

Sugar        2,760 

Rice           2,594 

Salted  and  smoked  meats 60 

Specie        12;017 

Sundries 86,672 

XIY.  Valite  of  Principid  Exports  by  Specification,  1873. 
Mazambique  Custom  House. 

Bhinoceroe  horns            89 

Ground  nata         1,882 

Bice          177 

India-rubber         446 

Coffee        12 

Cija  (spirit  made  from) 

flippopotamns  teeth        768 

Beeswax 1,898 

Copra         

Hides        701 

Mats          82 

Wooden  boards 9 

Gingellyseed        8,010 

iToiy          78,109 

Manioe •. 

KaflBrcom 

„      millet        100 

Skins         — 

Tortoise-shell       248 

Wheat        11 

Specie         "  10,816 

Sundries* 8,655 


*  Sundries  consist  of  gum  copal,  cowries,  baskets,  oreheUa»  ebony,  columba  root 
(jellow  dje),  eoir,  cigarettes,  grooad  nnt  oil*  gingelljr  oil,  pots,  ma&ioc  floor,  csyu 
Wits,  beadwotk,  timber,  hoo^,  At. 


Mozambique,  November  10, 1875. 
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RUSSIA. 

BIGA. 

Sttpplementary  JSeport  by  Consul  Qrignon  on  the  Trade  and  Commeree 
of  Bigafor  the  Tear  1874}. 

Thx  number  of  British  vessels  which  arrived  at  and  cleared  frotn 
the  port  of  Eiga  during  the  year  1874  was  672,  measuring  307,632 
"toiiB,  and  manned  by  10,710  men;  of  these  454  were  steamen^.  Tliia 
shows  an  increase  of  66  vessels  and  83,186  tons,  as  compared  with  the 
year  1873« 

The  British  vessels  which  arrived  at  this  port  in  1874  were  laden 
with; — 

Number  of  YeBsel*. 

Qenend  cargoes 80 

Coal 41 

Salt 96 

Bailwayiron  18 

Corkwood 9 

Goaao  6 

Chalk  4 

Herrings 4 

Petroleum    ..         ..         • 8 

Slates  2 

Cement       ••        .,  1 

inballast 476 

Total ..672 

The  British  vessels  which  left  the  port  in  1874  carried : — 

Komber  of  Veafldi. 

Wood          466 

Plax  and  hemp 7S 

Oate            ..        ,,    • 61 

General  cargoes 40 

Bwley         21 

Bye 8 

Seed 5 

Bones          2 

•  •         ••,.     ••.       ••,.     ••         ••  *• 

Total  672 


Digitized  by 


Google 


120 


Brsiu. 


The  totat.  naffloer  of  yessehi  of  all  nations  which  arrived  at  and 
cleared  from  this  port  in  the  year  1874  will  be  seen  in  the  following 
table : — 


Nationalities. 


Entered. 


YesMls. 


Tons. 


Cleared. 


Yeaaels. 


Tons. 


Briiiflh  .. 
German  •• 
Bnadan  •• 
Danish  •• 
Dnich 
Korwegian 
Swedidi  .. 
French  •• 
Belgian  .. 
American . . 

Total 


672 
894 
«97 
271 
859 
482 

2*r 

44 

2 
1 


807,682 

158,500 

76,700 

67,150 

64,000 

59,870 

58,000 

7,840 

825 

458 


8,806 


799,470 


672 

890 

897 

271 

859 

482 

287 

44 

2 

1 


8,802 


807,682' 

157,600 

75,700 

67,150 

64,000 

59,870 

58,000 

7,340 

825 

458 


798,570 


Of  the  8,806  vessels  which  arrived  in  1874  there  were  laden 
with: — 

Kamber  of  Yesaels. 

Qeoeral  cargoes     ••        • 580 

Coal          298 

Salt           89 

Herrings 80 

Chalk        45 

Corkwood 46 

Iron           •         ..         ..         ^  42 

Bailwayiron        ..  41 

Stones       ,.  82 

Cement '      ••        ••  20 

Chicory 19 

CUy          19 

Petroleum  ••        ••        ••        ..        •«        .,  17 

Tiles          11 

Guano       .,  H 

Besin         11 

Wine         7 

Fruits        8 

Oil 8 

SUtes        '. 8 

Tar 2 

Machineiy..        ••        ••        • 1 

Tohacoo 1 

InbaUast 1,980 

Total         8^806 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  8,802  Teasels  which  left  the  port  in  1874  contained  :— 

Number  of  TesBela. 

Wood  of  ftll  kinda 1,853 

MiacelluMOM 418 

Flax  and  hemp 868 

Seeds         124 

Rye           271 

Barley       148 

Oats           '     104 

Oilcakes 8 

Bones         6 

Inballast 8 

Total  8,802 

The  total  value  of  the  import  trade  at  Eiga  during  the  year  1871 
amounted  to  30,725,183  r.  as  against  19,611,660  r.  in  1873,  showing 
an  increase  of  11,118,528  r. 

The  value  of  imports  from  the  different  countries  was  as  follows: — 

fionblee. 

From  Great  Britain         14,492,811 

Germany 7,129,662 

Holland 1,883,684 

France         1,628,942 

Belgium 1,470,808 

Portugal 1,278,282 

Norway        1,261,228 

Spain           788,012 

America 866,42S 

Sweden        841,180 

Italy            126,062 

Aostria        98,228 

Benmaik 21,174 

Total         80,725,183 

The  following  table  will  show  the  articles  of  import  at  Biga  in  the 
year  1874:— 
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Articles  of  Imports. 


Almonds    . . 

Books  (printed)    . . 

Cement 

Chalk 

Champagne  •■•• 

Cheese 

Chemical  adds     . . 

Chemical  produce. . 

Chicory 

CigaiB 

Claj 

Hocks 

Coffee 

Colours      . .         .  • 

Copper  (mannfactored) 

Corkwood  .. 

Cotton  goods 

Guano        •  • 

Herrings    •• 

Hops 

Implements 

In<ugo 

Iron,  cast  .  • 

„    raw    .. 

„    railway 
Locomotifes 
Looking  glasses    .. 
Machineiy.  • 

Oil 

Petroleum .  • 

Plums 

Baisins 

Besin 

Bice 

Salt 

Seeds  for  gardens  .. 

gkins 

Smith  works 

Spices 

Steam  coal 

Steel 

Sugar        . • 

Sulphate  of  soda  . . 

Tea 

Tobacco  in  leaf    . . 

"Wax 

Wine 

Wool  goods 

Miscellaneons 


Total 


Poods* 


Barrels 
Poods 
Bottles 
Poods 


Pieces 
Poods 
Pieces 
Poods 


Barrels 
Poods 


Pieces 
Poods 


Qnantiiy. 


e,46r 

4,544 

81,864 

249,140 

77,79T 

4,816 

14,586 

57,618 

808,790 

545,667 

708,010 

9,250 

48,496 

81,565 

7,169 

170^481 

109,187 

170,289 

84,139 

9,030 

14,744 

1,098 

269,685 

769,085 

8,089,860 

7 

2,035 

188^858 

80/)98 

846,420 

7,714 

17,761 

246,221 

88,821 

2,260,046 

88,898 

21,162 

26,885 

11,474 

6,844,204 

18,915 

58,474 

184,382 

2,455 

85,125 

4,692 

75,875 

25,098 


Yalue. 


Bonbles. 
65,570 
181,760 
145,747 
308,878 
194,498 
64,740 
102,060 
288,090 
318,185 
54,566 
140,602 
185,000 
581,952 
185,746 
106,685 

1.022;88S 

2,125,218 
170,289 

1,480,574 

216,720 

206,416 

98,41& 

143,841 

1,588,170 

6,804^860^ 
140,000 
182,275 
858,351^ 
800,980 

1,089,260 

46,282 

88,755 

869,881 

279,402 

1,145,840 
271,184 
870,668 
210,084 
195.058 

1,268,841 
118,490 
847,581 
184,882 
147,800 

1,058,759 
126,684 
720,484 

1,105,481 

8,683,800 


80,725,183 


^1  pood  »  86  lbs.  English. 

The  total  value  of  the  export  trade  at  fiiga  during  the  year  1874 
amounted  to  43,504i,915  r.  as  against  41,801,976  r.  in  1878,  showing  an 
increase  of  2,202,940  r.  The  yalue  of  exports  to  the  different  countriea 
was  as  follows:— 
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Bonbles* 

Olfo  Gmat  Britain          ..        ••        ,•        ••  18^9,624 

Germany      •«        • 5,654,085 

Fmnce          4,542,610 

HoUand        4,848^2 

Belgium        .. 4,261,559 

Norway         2.202;4SS 

Sweden          2,170^129 

Denmark       ..         897,753 

Fortugal 425,076 

Africa            26.50S 

Ilriy 17,227 

Total 43,504,915 

The  CoHowing  table  will  show  the  respective  proportion  of  the 
exports  of  flax,  hemp^and  seeds,  in  the  years  1873  and  1874: — 


ArOoles, 

Weight  or 
Measure. 

In  1878. 

In  1874. 

More  in 
1874. 

Less  in 
1874. 

Flax 

Hemp 

Hemp  seed  .. 
Cmshlngned 
Sowing  seed 

Tons 
Quarters  .. 

88,982 

21,154 

22,259 

179,220 

160,936 

44,582 

20,108 

68,228 

138,627 

124,872 

5,660 
85,969 

I*,b46 

46,763 
26,064 

The  vnlae  of  wood  of  all  kinds  exported  from  Bi^  in  1874  is 
estimated  at  11,252,640  r.  against  9,944,197  r.  in  1878,  showing  an 
increase  of  1,308,443  r.  in  value. 

The  quantity  of  tobacco  exported  in  1874  amounted  to  285  tons 
against  687  tons  in  1873,  showing  a  decrease  of  452  tons. 

Of  linseed  oil  664  tons  were  exported  in  1874. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  respective  proportion  of  the 
export  of  com  and  grain  in  the  years  1878  and  1874 : — 


Team 

Wheat. 

Bye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Buckwheat 
Grits. 

In  1873 

1874 

More  in  1874  :.. 
Less  in  1874     .. 

Quarters. 

16,545 

3,800 

11,745  . 

Quarters. 
896,820 
519,560 
124,230 

Quarters. 

114,612 

162,864 

48,862 

Quarters. 

668,966 

689,400 

14,476 

Quarters. 
86,578    . 
97,340 
11,792 

The  quantity  of  spirit  exported  in  1874  amounted  to  898,907 
gallons. 

The  average  market  prices  of  articles  of  import  during  the  year 
1874  were  na  follows ; — 


Articles. 

Per 

Price. 

Aie         

Afanonds           

Alum      ..         ••        .. 

Algol 

Asphalt 

Bay  leaves        

Bottle     .. 

96  lbs.     .. 
»i         •  •         •  • 
}}         •  •        "•  • 
w            •  •          •  • 
t$            •  •           •  • 

B.     c. 
00    95 

11  15 
1     60 

12  40 
1     10 
5    00 
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Articles.      • 

.Per 

Price. 

B.     0. 

Brandy  (French) 

8^  gallons 

47    50^ 

Bricks 

1,000  pieces 

16    00 

Brimstone 

86  lbs 

1    75 

Caooa  nuts 

)i          •  •         • 

9    25 

Cement 

Barrel     .. 

4    62 

Chalk 

860  lbs 

8    50 

Chicory  ..         .« 

86    „      .. 

2    60 

Clay        

1,000  pieces 

42    50 

Clover  seed 

86  lbs.     .. 

5    75 

Cochenille 

lib 

1    07 

Coffee 

86  lbs.     .. 

11    95 

Corkwood 

• . 

6    00 

Cotton 

$$          *  *        * ' 

11    60 

Currants . . 

8    05 

Dyewood            .  • 

8601bs.   V. 

19    50 

Ginger 

86    „      .. 

9    00 

Grease  for  carriages 

86    „      .. 

2    45 

Herrings 

12  barrels 

192    00 

Hops 

86  lbs.     .. 

24    87 

Indigo 

„          •  •         • 

HI    00 

Iron  in  bars 

860  lbs.    .. 

19    25 

Iron,  cast 

»         ff          •  •         • 

4    75 

Lead 

28    50 

Ochre 

.      36'ibs.     !! 

00    70 

Olive  oil 

8    65 

Orange  peel 

Palm  oil 

»            n            •  •           • 

4    80 
6    50 

Petroleum   ,      .. 

II             •  •           • 

8    25 

Pearled  barley  .. 

1,            •  •           • 

4    90 

Pyment 

n            •  •           • 

4    75 

Plums 

if             •  •            •  t 

6    00 

Porter 

Hogshead 

97    50 

Pepper 

86  lbs.     .. 

10    00 

i^OYence  oil      . . 

12    85 

Baisin     .. 

.• 

5    00 

Besin 

tt         •  •        • 

1     55 

Bed  ochre 

1    05 

Rice 

w                •  •              •  " 

8    40 

Bum 

Sk  gallons 

45    50 

Shellac 

.      861bs.     .. 

25    00 

Sirup  of  cherries 

.      2^  gallons 

4    90 

Simp 

86  lbs.     .. 

8    50 

Steam  coal 

Ton 

10    B5 

Steam  coal  tar  .. 

.      Barrel     .. 

4    25 

Steel 

860  lbs.   .. 

65    00 

Sugar 

86  lbs 

6    90 

Sulphate  of  soda 

lA.    ;:    :, 

1    60 

Tea         

1     85 

Tiles 

1,000  pieces 

20    00 

Tin         

860  lbs.   .. 

245    00 

Tobacco  in  leaf  . . 

86  lbs.     .. 

18    00 

Vitriol 

tt         *  *        *  * 

4    50 

White  lead 

},         •  •         •  ■ 

4    80 

White  zinc 

4    60 

Wine- 

French       .  • 

Hogshead 

191     50 

Spanish      .. 
^ne 

1*                • « 

225    00 

150    00 

Champagne. . 

Botti;  ..    :; 

2    95 

Wool 

86  lbs.     .. 

21    75 
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The  average  market  prices  of  articles  of  export  during  the  year  1874 
were  as  follows :— 


Articles. 

.    Per 

Price. 

B.     c. 

Barley     .. 

8,612 lbs...     *    ., 

86    00 

Bed  feathers      . 

860  lbs.    .. 

145    00 

Bones      .. 

»$        •  •         •  • 

5    10 

BoatmastB 

Hece       .. 

8    00 

Bowsprits 

>i         •  •         •  « 

75    00 

Butter     . . 

860  lbs.    .. 

122    50 

Candles  .. 

n            *  *           *  ■ 

75    65 

Cow  hair 

86  lbs.     .. 

4    00 

Deals      .. 

6  feet      .. 

0    84 

Downs 

860  lbs.   .. 

800    00 

Flemish  linen    . 

Piece       .. 

12    50 

Flax  1st  sort     • 

860  lbs 

40    50 

„    2nd,,        . 

»          •  •         •  • 

86    00 

„    8rd  „ 

it         .  •         •  1 

81     00 

„    4th  „        . 

„          .  •         •  < 

0    00 

»    yam 

ft          •  •         •  • 

212    50 

Hemp,  1st  sort  . 

tt         •  •         •  • 

87    25 

„      2nd  „    . 

tt         •  •         •  • 

86    25 

„      «rd   „    . 

ti         •  •         •  • 

85    25 

„•     401    „.. 

it         •  •         • « 

21     85 

„      oil 

„          .  •         •  < 

40    00 

„      seed 

86  lbs.     .. 

1    00 

M      yam 

860  IbB 

81     00 

Hops       .. 

tt                   *  *                  • 

125    00 

Horsehair 

86  lbs.     .. 

11     00 

Hone  tails 

tt         •  •         • 

17    50 

Lard       .. 

860  lbs 

58    00 

Lathwood 

Fathom  .. 

29    50 

Linseed  cmshing 

Barrel     .. 

7    45 

„       sowing . 

n             •  •            •  • 

9    10 

«      oa      . 

8601bs 

88    00 

Masts      .. 

Piece       .. 

127    50 

Mats       .. 

1,000  pieces 
8,612  lbs... 

100    00 

Oats 

85    00 

Oilcake    .. 

Ton 

52    50 

Pipe  sUves 

6Q  pieces 

78    10 

Pork       .. 

860  lbs.   .. 

55    00 

Quills      .. 

86     „     .. 

10    00 

Bags 

860   „     .* 

15    10 

Bayendnck 

Piece       .. 

10    00 

Bope 

860  lbs 

51    75 

Byf       ..         , 

8,612  lbs... 

85    75 

Sailcloth.. 

Piece       .. 

18    50 

Skins      .. 

90  lbs.     .. 

45    85 

Spirit      . . 

iJ^rr  :: 

11     00 

Soap 

40    00 

Sleepers  .  • 

Piece      .. 

1    80 

Spars      .. 
Trilow    .. 

860  Iba   \\        \\ 

86    50 
54    00 

Tobacco  in  leaf  • 

o/eet      \\        W 

28    50 

Timber,  round   . 

0    95 

„        square  • 

Foot       •  • 

0    82 

Vat  staves 

Piece      .. 

24    80 

Wainscot  logs    . 

60  pieces 

27    50 

Wool       .. 

.      860  lbs 

100    00 
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Skipping. — The  average  rates  of  fWdght  to  Great  Britain  during  the 
year  1874  were  as  follows  : — 


Articlei. 

QoanUty. 

Price. 

Flax  and  hemp     . . 

OatB.. 

Croahing  linseed   .. 

Sowing        „ 

Per  ton 

Per  quarter  •. 

Per  barrel     •• 

£   8.    d. 
1  11    8 
0    2    9 
0    4    8 
0    8    9 

Exchanges, — The  average  rate  of  exchange  on  England  in  1874  was 
28*  9Ai.  to  the  rouble. 

The  average  monthly  rate  of  exchange  was : — 

To  the  Rouble. 

8,  d. 

In  January     ••         2  8$ 

February 2  9 

March        2  9^ 

April         ..         2  9A 

May  ..         .e         2  9^ 

June  2  9^ 

Jiily  ..         ..     2  9H 

August 2  Of 

September 2  9| 

October 2  94 

November 2  9i 

December 2  9| 

General  observations.  The  general  increase  in  the  trade  of  the 
port  of  Biga  with  Great  Britain  during  the  year  1874,  as  shown  in  the 
preceding  tables,  is  most  satisfactory. 

The  tonnage  of  British  vessels  amounts  to  considerable  more  than 
one-third  of  the  total  tonnage  entered  and  cleared  during  the  year. 

The  imports  from  Great  Britain  show  an  increase  of  nearly 
6,000,000  r.  over  the  year  1878,  and  amount  to  47-20  per  cent,  of  the 
total  amount  of  imports. 

The  exports  to  Great  Britain  show  a  diminution  of  396,634  r.,  but 
amount  to  43' 50  per  cent,  of  the  total  amount  of  exports  from  this 
port. 

The  large  increase  which  has  taken  place  in  the  amount  of  imports  is 
to  be  accounted  for,  to  a  certain  extent,  by  the  through  trade  which 
has  sprung  between  Biga  and  Moscow,  and  other  towns  in  the  interior 
of  Bussia,  which  are  now  placed  by  steam  and  rail  in  immediate  commu- 
nication with  Great  Britam. 

The  frauds  on  foreign  vessels,  which  have  given  a  notoriety  to  tlie 
port  of  Biga,  and  to  whicli  I  have  alluded  in  former  reports,  still 
continue  in  full  force.  Shipowners  in  general  seem  hardly  to  be 
aware  that  large  sums  are  annually  extracted  from  their  pockets 
under  the  head  of  "Address  Commission  and  Clearing  Expenses,'' 
for  which  charges  no  legal  authority  exists.  I  repeat  what  I  have 
before  said,  namely,  that  shipmasters  are  quite  competent  to  transact 
the  custom-house  business  of  their  vessels  without  the  assistance 
of  any  merchant  whatever,  that  they  are  legally  entitled  to  do 
so,  and  that  they  should  in  all  cases  resist  the  services  that  are 
forced  upon  them.  I  also  take  this  opportunity  of  again  reminding 
the  British  shipowner  that  he  should  be  most  caretul  in  framing 
his  charter  party  for  every  vessel  that  he  sends  to  this  port.    Few 
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shipowners  imagine,  when  writiiig  the  words  ''to  be  addressed  to,*' 

or  "  captain  to  address  himself  to ^for  cargo,"  that  those  simple  words 

are  about  to  be  so  twisted  as  to  make  the  writer  liable  for  a  money 
payment,  or  that  the  fact  of  his  shipmaster  drawing  money  for  his 
ship's  expenses  from  the  merchant  to  whom  he  is  consigned,  will  be 
made  an  excuse  for  charging  what  is  called  "  Address  Commission,"  in 
addition  to  the  interest  taken  on  the  money  advanced.  I  hare  before 
bad  occasion  to  state  that  it  is  a  common  practice  at  this  port  to  refuse 
to  return  a  ship's  papers  to  the  shipmaster,  with  the  passport  for 
-qaitting  the  port  indorsed  upon  them,  until  the  master  has  signed  bills 
of  ladmg  in  such  a  shape  as  may  suit  ihe  views  of  the  BMrriiant, 
4ind  I  have  reason  to  know  that  large  sums  in  the  shape  of  money  due 
for  demurrage  are  taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  shipowners  in  this  manner. 
It  behoves  shipowners  to  look  sharply  into  these  matters,  and  to  take 
every  means  in  their  power  to  protect  themselves  against  the  impo- 
sitions which  they  will  encounter  here  at  ererj  turn.  The  followmg 
is  a  statement  of  JBritish  and  foreign  trade  at  the  outports  of  Windau 
and  Libau  during  the  year  1874: — 

'Wiin)AU. 
Bntkbid. 


Ko.irf 
Vessels. 

Ko.of 
Tons. 

Ko.of 

Crews. 

Vthieof 
Cargoes. 

roubles. 

Biitkh 

58 

11.860 

477 

6,100 

Baaian 

68 

9,602 

680 

75,080 

Saaish 

69 

8,188 

488 

5,768 

German 

56 

7,182 

448 

10^24 

Diiteh 

82 

5,082 

192 

193 

Norw^ian . . 

22 

8,512 

198 

45,584 

Bwedirii 

5 

502 

81 

900 

Total.. 

805 

45,928 

2,509 

148,849 

Clbabid. 


KationaUties. 

Ko.  of 
Vessels. 

Ko.of 
Tons. 

Ko.of 
Crews. 

Value  of 
Cargoes. 

BriUsh 

Busman 

l^anish 

German 

Duteh 

Korwegian 

Swedish 

58 
67 
68 
57 
82 
17 
4 

11,860 
9,926 
7,904 
7,284 
5,082 
2,526 
482 

477 
670 
475 
455 
192 
158 
24 

roubles. 
116,471 
281,485 
494,487 
227,664 
155,756 
105,717 
5,081 

Total . . 

298 

45,014 

2,446 

1,336,561 
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LlBATr. 

Entbrsd. 


NationaUties. 

No.  of 
Yessels. 

No.  of 
Tons. 

No.  of 
Crews. 

Value  Of 
Cai^soes. 

British        .. 

Danish 

Bussian 

German       .  •         . . 

Norw^an  •  • 

Swedish      .. 

Dutch 

88 

204 

181 

181 

68 

20 

10 

5,856 
81,525 
86,820 
28,825 
11,120 
6,485 
1,850 

244 

unknown 

tf 

99 
99 

n 

99 

roubles. 
254.679 

89,870 

286,082 

817,528 

215,703 

5,982 

19,664 

Total.. 

597 

106,481 

99 

1,189,008 

Clbabed. 


Nationalities. 

No.  of 

Vessels. 

No.  of 
Tons. 

No.  of 
Crews. 

Value  of 
Cargoes. 

roubles. 

British       .. 

88 

5,856 

244 

885,500 

Danish 

207 

88,220 

unknown 

2,814,070 

Russian       .« 

145 

82,205 

99 

687,260 

German 

138 

24,955 

99 

1,747,160 

Norwegian  •• 
Swedi£      .. 

68 
19 

11,120 
5,870 

99 

784,825 
428,800 

Dutch 

11 

1,787 

99 

58,050 

Total.. 

616 

114,518 

9% 

6,299,665 

fiiga,  Noyember  12, 1875. 
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SPAIN. 

MANILA. 

SitppUmentary  Beport  hy  Chmul  Bicketts  an  the  Trade  and  Commerce 
of  Manila  far  the  Tear  1874. 

GoKHIBCIiX   BePOST 

Pbom  the  Tables  herewith  annexed,  I.  and  II.,  it  will  be  observed— 

That  the  value  of  the  total  imports  to  the  Philippines  from  all  parts 
was  13,70^254  doL ;  that  the  value  of  the  imports  from  G-reat  Bntain, 
Hong  £ong,  and  Sin^pore  was  11,675,911  dol. ;  and  that  the  value  of 
goods  imported  from  Great  Britain  direct  was  8,474,974  doL 

The  value  of  the  cotton  goods  introduced  was,  it  will  be  observed, 
5,807,781  doL  Coal  figures  at  281,616  dol. ;  iron,  at  297,810  dol. ; 
hats  and  caps,  at  280,786  dol. ;  umbreUas  form  also  a  considerable  item. 

As  regards  the  exports,  in  Table  III.  we  fiad  that  the  total  value 
exported  amounted  to  17,802,977  dol.,  and  that  produce  to  the  value  of 
10,018,590  dol.  was  forwarded  to  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.  A 
detailed  statement  of  the  exports  was  given  in  a  former  report^  the 
commencement  of  this  year. 

Table  lY.  gives  the  British  and  foreign  shipping  entering  the  port 
of  Manila  for  the  year  1874. 

In  Table  V.  we  hfive  the  total  of  customs  dues  collected  during  the 
same  period. 

The  above  figures  are  taken  from  official  returns  just  published. 


[858]  K 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


180 


spjuir. 


Table  I.— Total  Imports  from  England  and  her  Colonies  to  Manila, 

Cebu,  and  Yloilo. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Potted  and  salted  meata 

Wax           

Spirits        

Shoes          

Beer           ..         ..    * 

Vessels  from  100  to  801  tons      . . 

Iron           

Gold  in  jewellery 

Papers        

Umbrellas  ..         .«         

Chemicals 

Watches 

HaAsandei^       

Sperm  candles 

Glass  of  all  BorU 

Wines         

CMS          

Madiiseiy .»        

Lamps        

Copper       ^ 

Husical  iBstinments 

Toys           

Earthenware  and  crockery 

Perftimery 

Leather  of  all  sorts          

Linens        

Woollens 

Silks          

Cloths        

Cottons 

Silver,  in  dollars 

DoUara. 
241,610 

94,914 
141,425 

88,714 

88,888 
143,215 

84,072 
297,810 

80,541 

90,658 
144.490 
486.815 

55,68* 
280,786 

44,995 
119,811 

84,208 
281,516 
147,478 

61,822 
180^42 

82,011 

87,558 
162,579 

49,860 
111.849 
404^542 
204,745 
501,364 

85,481 
5,807.781 

83,150 

etc.           etc 

10,406,714 
1,616,657 

Total,  1874 
„      1878 

12,028,871 
12,788,818 

Deducting  value  of  flour  shipped  from  California,  and  entered  under  the  head  of 
British  possessions,  viz.,  847,460  dol.,  we  have,  as  the  value  of  imports  from  Great 
Britain  and  her  Colonies,  11,675,911  dol. 

Table  II. — ^Impoets  to  Philippine  Islands,  1874. 

Dollars. 

From  Spain 441,284 

England          8,474,974 

English  Colonies,  Hong  Kong,  Sin- 
gapore, and  Australia    ..         ••  8,548,897 

China 495,615 

Japan ••         ••  12,814 

Germany         ,•         ..         ••         ••  184,618 

Dutch  Colonies          176,828 

French            .«         848,108 

United  States 71,926 

Total,  1874    ..         ..    18,704,554 
„      1878    ..         ..    18,217,800 
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Dollars. 
Imports  from  Great  Britain        .•        ..        ..      S,474,974 
Ditto  from  Singapore,  Australia,  and  Hong  Kong     8,548,897 

Total,  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies        . .    12,028,871 
„      from  other  esomtiies 1,681,188 

Table  III.— Table  of  Exports  from  Philippines,  1874:. 

Dollars. 

To  Spain        1,611,677 

Sii^land 6,0«5,900 

English  coloaiea 8,952,690 

China        58,945 

Japan        800 

QmOMOLj 

Dotdi  coloniei 298,691^ 

freneff      „  188 

United  Statts 5,8U,\»65 

Total        ..         ..    17,802,977 

Tt  CiMii  Britain  and  her  oolonies  . .         . .    10,018,090 
To  e*faer  ooontries 7,284,887 


TMe  IV.— Port  of  Manila,  1874. 

STationaUty. 

Number. 

Ballast. 

IsTomber. 

Oaigo. 

Komber. 

Totel. 

Tons. 

Tods. 

Tons. 

iDglidi 

23 

20,759 

87 

23,979 

60 

44,438 

Oennan 

i 

4,128 

8,828 

11 

7,451 

Amefican 

17 

20,671 

8,036 

21 

28,707 

Austrian 

8 

2,632    ' 

1,054 

8,686 

French 

2 

1,760 

1,156 

2,913 

Sweduni 

•  • 

, , 

1,022 

1,022 

Spanish 
Kovwegiaa    .. 

1 

370 

99 

88,667 

100 

59,647 

,, 

658 

663 

Bnsnan 

,. 

. , 

1,198 

1,198 

Danish 

•• 

•  • 

1,074 

1,074 

50 

50,820 

165 

75,147 

206 

125,787 

There  would  appear  to  bo  an  error  as  regards  the  British  shipping  entering  the 
port  of  Manila,  the  nnmber  and  tonnage  for  last  year  hafing  been--namber.  70 1 
^ — ,48,870. 


Table  V.— CusxoH  Dues,  1874. 

Dinars. 

Iwforts 938,665 

BxporU 248,201 

Light  dues,  &s 28,388 

1,205,249 
Manila^  September  2nd,  1875. 
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TUNIS. 

TUNIS. 

Beport  bu  Omtul- General  Wood  on  the  Trade  and  Oommeree  ofTunit 
for  the  Year  1873-1874. 

The  Eegencj  of  Tunis,  one  of  the  Barbarj  states,  comprises  tbe 
tract  of  country  included  in  the  ancient  Koman  proTinces  of  Zeugitana 
and  Byzacium.  It  takes  its  present  name  from*  its  modern  capital 
Tunis,  the  Eoman  Tunes,  the  \evKOfi  Tvvtjra  of  Diodorus  of  Sicily.  It 
is  situated  in  the  central  part  of  the  northern  coast  of  Africa,  and  is 
bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  on  the  west 
by  the  Franco- Algerian  province  of  Consfcantine,  and  on  the  south  by  the 

freat  desert  of  the  Sahara  and  the  Turkish  Pachalik  of  Tripoli.  It  lies 
etween  latitude  37^20"  north,  and  81°  south  and  reckoning  its  average 
breadth  from  west  to  east  to  be  100  miles,  it  covers  an  area  of  about 
42,000  square  miles,  including  that  portion  of  the  Sahara,  which  is  to 
the  east  of  the  Beled  Djerid,  extending  towards  GTadam^s. 

The  Begency  of  Tunis  pushes  itself,  as  it  were,  far  out  into  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  its  most  northern  extremity  is  only  eighty  miles  distant 
from  the  coast  of  Sicily.  Owing  to  this  peculiarity  of  geographical 
position,  it  is  considered  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  sea-bound 
provinces  of  northern  Africa.  Its  coast  line  measures  four  hundred 
miles,  and  is  continually  intersected  with  more  or  less  commodious 
harbours.  Of  these  there  are  eleven,  without  including  the  less  impor- 
tant havens  of  Eerkana  (Cercinitis)  and  Djerba  (Meninx). 

It  is  little  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that  the  Carthaginians 
were  both  a  warlike  and  commercial  people.  The  Saracens  when  they 
snatched  the  supreme  power  from  the  hands  of  the  feeble  Byzantine 
emperors,  turned  those  natural  advantages,  which  had  been  the  source 
of  the  wealth  and  power  of  their  predecessors,  to  a  very  different  account. 
Each  harbour  became  the  abiding  place  of  a  piratical  fleet,  the  depre- 
dations of  which  became  for  centuries  the  terror  of  commercial  Europe. 
The  despotic  rulers  were  not  slow  to  understand  the  profits  of  such 
enterprises.  Piracy  became  a  system.  The  Tunisian  slave  market  was 
daily  thronged  with  Christian  slaves,  and  her  stores  and  shops  stocked 
'  with  the  plunder  of  foreign  merchants.  Close  to  the  present  jewel- 
bazaar  in  Tunis  can  be  seen  an  arched  market,  which,  within  the 
memory  of  man,  served  as  the  great  centre  of  the  traffic  in  human 
beings.  Piracy  and  slavery  have  now  alike  disappeared,  and  the  prompt 
measures  taken  in  any  occasional  and  exceptional  case  of  slave  buying, 
only  serve  to  show  the  completeness  vrith  which  the  system  has  been 
eradicated. 

The  northern  portion  of  the  country  may  be  generally  described  as 
mountainous  ana  hilly,  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
boundary  line  between  Tunis  and  Algeria.  The  mountains  between 
GDabarca,'  in  the  former,  and  La  Callo,  in  the  latter,  are  of  considerable 
elevation  and  take  a  southerly  direction  towards  Eeff .  The  districts  to 
the  south  and  east  are  nearly  uniformly  level,  interspersed  with  a  few 
inconsiderable  ridges  running  in  a  diagonal  line  from  the  south-western 
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boundary  of  Algiers  below  Tebessa  to  Cape  Bon  (the  Eoman 
Hermaeum)  on  the  north-east.  This  elevated  tract  is  considered  to 
be  a  lower  chain  of  the  Atlas  range,  but  between  the  higher  ridge  of 
Gebel  Truzza^  Qebel  TJssalat,  Zunghar,  and  Zaghwan,  there  are  con- 
siderable plains  and  valleys. 

Pbinoipal  Plains. 

Ttie  plain  in  which  the  metropolis  is  situated  is  forty  miles  in  length 
and  twenty  in  breadth.  It  is  intersected  by  some  unimportant  ridges 
of  rock  and  hills  and  its  soil  (although  naturally  somewhat  unfruitful) 
is  extensively  cultivated  by  its  inhabitants. 

The  tract  of  country  to  the  north  of  the  river  Medjerdah 
(Majerda  F.)  is  called  by  the  Arabs  "Frigeah,"  contains  valleys  and 
plains  of  considerable  extent.  Most  of  the  '*  Frigeah  "  is  far  above  the 
sea-level,  and  its  hills  and  higher  portions  densely  wooded.  There  is 
generally  an  abundance  of  rain  in  this  part  of  the  Eegency.  Its 
alluvial  soil  is  extremely  fertile,  and  the  vast  number  of  ruined  cities 
which  cover  its  whole  surface,  lead  us  to  suppose  that  it  was  formerly 
densely  populated.  In  our  own  days  it  is  considered  one  of  the  best  culti- 
vated parts  of  the  Eegency.  The  Arabs  grow  large  quantities  of  wheat, 
barley,  maize,  and  beans,  and  rear  likewise,  sheep,  cows,  and  camds, 
which  fiud  abundant  pasture  grounds  in  its  glens  and  valleys. 

The  next  plain  of  importance  is  that  of  Cairwan,  which  extends 
firom  the  town  of  that  name  to  the  Gulf  of  Hammamet  and  Susa.  It 
is  almost  a  perfect  level  of  upwards  of  120  miles  in  length  and  80  in 
width.  Whenever  the  rains  are  abundant,  this  lar^e  tract  of  country  is 
the  Eden  of  northern  Africa.  Four  years  ago,  its  Arab  cultivators 
brought  to  their  ruler  two  stalks  of  barley  grown  by  them.  One  con- 
tained 80  ears,  and  the  other  120,  the  former  giving  2,000,  and  the 
latter  3,000  separate  grains« 

Behind  the  hills  which  fringe  the  coast  between  Susa  and  Sfax  (the 
Boman  Buspina  and  Taphrae)  the  country  is  level,  and  forms  a  plain 
of  from  sixty  to  seventy  miles  in  length  and  of  considerable  width. 
The  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Sfax  is  flat,  interspersed  here  and  there 
by  a  few  isolated  ridges.  It  is  occupied  by  Arab  tribes,  who  cultivate 
but  a  very  small  portion  of  it,  but  who  possess  large  herds  of  camels, 
cattle,  horses,  and  sheep. 

One  of  the  most  important  districts  of  the  Eegency  is  the  Djerid. 
It  forms,  as  it  were,  its  southern  boundary,  and  extends  from  latitude 
34**  N.to  the  Sahara,  and  westward  to  the  great  salt  lagoon  ot  Lowdeab 
(or  as  it  is  commonly  called  Sebha  el  Djerid)  contiguous  to  the  frontier 
line  between  Tunis  and  Algiers.  It  includes  the  district  of  Nefzawah, 
and  contains  numerous  springs  and  watercourses,  which  irrigate  the 
the  fields  and  plantations  of  date  trees,  some  of  which  cover  several 
square  miles.  The  inhabitants  are  wealthy  and  live  in  villages  or  small 
towns,  in  well-constructed  houses.  They  bestow  extraordinary  care  on 
the  cultivation  of  the  2,000,000  of  date  trees  which  they  possess,  as 
as  well  as  on  their  extensive  gardens  and  orchards  of  fig,  apricot,  peach, 
orange,  pomegranate,  and  almond  trees.  Thev  likewise  raise  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  cereals,  vegetables,  and  melons. 

EivEBs  AND  Lakes. 

The  Medgerdah,  the  ancient  Bragada,  is  the  principal  river  in  the 
Regency  of  l^nis.  It  rises  within  the  Algerian  territory  and  is  formed 
by  the  junction  of  the  waters  of  the  Wady  Serrat  and  Wady  Hamiz,  the 
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former  having  its  sovroe  in  tbe  Atlas  momitaing.  Tlie  Medgerdafa  roas^ 
nortii  east  a^  emptiea  itoelf  into  the  Mediterranean  in  the  Bi^  of 
Titilia  at  a  point  in  tdie  immediate  vicinity  of  Porto  Earina,  after  ra- 
eeiving  in  its  course  the  waters  of  many  rivulets.  The  wide  plains  and 
valleys  through  which  it  flows  are  some  of  the  most  fertile  in  the 
Begency.  Jouseff  Dey  constructed,  at  the  village  of  Toubourba,  a 
haudsoiQe  bridge  over  the  Medgerdah,  which  was  likewise  to  serve 
as  a  dam  to  irrigate  the  olive  plantations  and  gardens  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood. 

The  other  nven  aie  the  Wady  Zaina,  the  Miliana,  the  Menza,  Tin, 
and  the  wads  £R  Thaanee,  Tar£^  Accaroute  (river  Triton),  Mergaleel, 
Pefailah,  Derb,  Hataab,  &c.  There  are  besides,  many  springs,  rivulets^ 
tod  voontain  torrents ;  but  in  general  there  is  a  lack  of  running  water; 
which  insufficiency  was  made  up  by  the  Bomans  by  digging  innumer- 
able walls  and  constructing  fountains,  which  are  still  exSuit  throughout 
the  country. 

Lakes,  ax^d  Bsbhas  ob  Ghotts. 

The  only  masses  of  water  which  merit  to  he  designated  as  lakes,  af& 
those  of  Eizerta,  Tunis,  and  Sidi  El  Han^. 

Tbe  chief  sebkas,  or  chotts,  by  which  name  the  Arabs  call  the 
lakelets  formed  by  the  accumidation  of  the  rain  water  during  winter  in 
the  depressions  of  the  soil  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  are  Mda  el 
Orara,  Enflda,  Bahiret  el  Hafier,  El  ^d^oum,  and  EI  Souan. 

But  the  most  remarkable  and  extensive  chott  is  that  of  El  Lowdeah 
or  Chott  el  Djerid,  supposed  to  be  the  Palus  Tritonitis,  which  is  now 
attracting  the  serious  attention  of  geographers  in  the  suppositUHi  that 
it  can  be  easily  connected  with  the  Mediterranean,  and  oy  the  intro- 
dnetion  of  its  waters  form  the  projected  inland  sea. 

Owing  to  the  soil  being  impregnated  with  lar^e  quantities  of  salt 
and  nitre,  the  waters  of  most  of  the  chotts  are  nearly  as  salt  as  those  of 
the  sea,  and  furnish  considerable  quantities  of  salt  when  partially  dried 
by  evaporation  during  summer. 

POPXTLATIOK. 

In  the  absence  of  any  census,  it  is  difiBcult  to  estimate  tbe  present 
population  of  the  countty.  We  know  that  iu  the  days  of  its  greatest 
pt^>Bperity  vast  quantities  of  grain  were  exported  from  its  shores,  and 
rta  own  ^pulation  (said  to  have  been  from  17,000,000  to  IBfiOOfiOQ} 
fei  firoBfi  its  abundant  produce.  The  earl^  Christian  Church  numbered 
182  episcopal  sees  within  its  limits,  and  in  the  eighteenth  century  ita 
population  was  estimated  at  5,000,000.  The  great  plagues  of  1785*  and 
1829  carried  off  more  than  half  the  inhabitants,  and  the  dimiaisbed 
population  was  again  decimated  by  the  famine  and  typhus  of  1867. 
Calamities  of  this  kind  are  felt  with  more  than  ordinary  severity  by  tito 
Bedouin  Arabs,  who  are  practical  &talist8,  and  never  adopt  any  pre- 
cautions from  faooine  or  contagious  disease.  The  present  population 
may  be  roughly  estimated  at  1,500,000.  The  majority  of  the  population 
is  lormed  of  Bedouin  Arabs  and  Kabyles.  The  &rmer  are  divided  inta 
23  tribes,  viz.,  Nefah,  El  Hammama,  Oulad  Tilil,  Beit  el  Sheria,  Zasra, 
Gelas,  Oulad  ben  Ganim,  El  Hamamesa,  Doufan  8haria,  Warga  Oulad 
Aoum,  Oulad  Said  Sowassy,  Oulad  Abdallah,  Oulad  Ayar,  Oulad 
Xabyia,  Eerasish  (again  subdivided  into  three  sections,  Oidad  Kaji, 
Oulad  Wanz,  and  Oulad  Ali),  Oulad  ben  Salem,  Bik&  Eladelly,  Bikafc 
d  Thamig^,  Oulad  Yacoub,  Dreed,  and  Trabloussiyeh. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Tvins.  186 

ThB  Arabi  generally  freqaent  the  plams,  and  live  under  tents,  wbidi 
siepitcbed  in  cirdes  called  donars.  Although  the  Arabs  are  nomad 
in  ^eir  habits,  and  grander  irom  place  to  place  in  search  of  the  most 
favourable  spots  for  cuhivation,  and  the  most  protected  sites  for  their 
dwellings,  the  districts  within  which  each  tribe  is  at  liberty  to  roam  are 
tolerabh'  well  defined.  Each  tribe  has  its  hereditary  sheik ;  but  to  re- 
strain their  marauding  propensities,  to  counteract  their  desire  to  escape 
Ae  payment  of  tlie  G-oremment  reyenue,  and  to  secure  their  political 
subordmation,  the  B^  appoints  a  governor  for  each  of  them.  The  rank 
of  the  goTemor  vanes  according  to  the  importance  and  numerical 
Btreuglh  of  the  tribe  he  is  destined  to  rule. 

The  Kabyles  inhabit  the  mountains  between  the  Pashalik  of  Tripoli 
and  the  B^ency,to  the  south,  as  well  as  the  ranges  forming  the  western 
boundary  which  divides  Tunis  firom  Algiers.  The  former  are  docile 
and  submissive  when  compared  with  3ie  E^abyles  of  the  west,  who 
barely  recognise  l^e  authonty  of  Oovemment.  Theqe  latter  are  jealous, 
suspicious,  and  inhospitable.  They  allow  no  foreigner  (not  even  an 
Arab)  to  visit  their  mountain  fastnesses,  which  are  protected  by  rugged 
ascents,  and  surrounded  by  the  densest  of  forests.  I^o  approximate 
estimate  can  be  possibly  arrived  at  as  to  their  numbers,  but  we  know 
13iat  they  are  able  to  bring  18,000  fighting  men  to  the  battle  field. 
Besides  rearing  cattle,  these  Kabyles  offer  for  sale  honey,  wax,  grain, 
puboy  and  tobacco. 

^niezr  extensive  forests  consist  of  the  following  trees,  viz.,  elm,  ash, 

niar,  yew,  wild  olive,  oak,  and  cork.    Tar  and  pitch  are  also  obtained 
a  them. 

Tbtbittx. 

Owing  to  the  frequent  migrations  of  the  Bedouin  Arabs,  and  their 
rehictance  to  contribute  their  quota  to  the  expenses  of  the  state,  it  was 
bom  time  immemorial  the  custom  to  send  two  flying  cohunns  in  spring 
and  autumn,  under  the  command  of  the  heir  presumptive  to  the  throne, 
therefore  called  the  Bey  of  the  Camp.  Of  late  years  these  circuits  have, 
for  some  reason,  been  discontinued ;  but  last  year  one  was  despatched 
to  the  soutii  of  the  regency  to  collect  arrears,  and  sueceeded  in  realizing 
about  100,000i?.  in  money  and  cattle. 

DiSTBICTS. 

The  surface  of  the  regency  is  divided  into  21  districts,  viz.,  Araad,. 
Outan  Ejibly,  Tunis,  Dzeia,  Biah,  Bousa,  Mooastir,  Mehdiah,  Lfar, 
Gerba,  Dahla,  Oulad  ben  Salem,  Dierid,  Eegkba,  Tabarka,  Eizerta, 
Porto  Parina,  Teboursoi^,  Testour,  Tebourbo,  KbS,  Cairwan,  Hamada, 
and  Oulad  Ayar.  T^h  has  its  governor  and  sub-governor,  the  farmer 
appointed  by  the  Bey. 

PoBrp. 

Of  the  twelve  ports  which  the  regency  possesses  the  following  are 
the  principal,  viz.,  Goletta,  Susa,  Monastir,  Mehdia,  Sfax,  G^ba  and 
Sizerta. 

Gabes,  Galipjgia,  Hammamet,  and  Zerghis  are  of  lesser  importance. 

Porto  Parina  is  ir.erely  a  harbour  of  refuge. 

TVJHB. 

The  capital  of  the  regency  is  situated  about  10  miles  south-east  of 
Aie  Bite  of  ancient  Carthage,  and  is  built  on  the  western  side  of  a  lake, 
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some  20  miles  in  circumference,  which  separates  it  from  its  port  Gk>letta. 
The  cit^  walls  measure  about  five  miles,  and  the  inhabitants,  who  dwell 
within  it,  are  Yariously  estimated  from  100,000  to  120,000,  comprising 
Moors,  Arabs,  the  dec^ndants  of  Turks,  Negroes,  Christians,  and 
Jews. 

It  contains  about  8,614  houses,  4,644  shops,  2,978  magazines  or 
stores,  204  coffee  houses  and  taverns,  3  hotels,  118  mills,  70  ovens,  198 
caravaDserais,  28  baths,  12  oil  presses,  and  27  granaries.  It  has  besides 
16  barracks,  a  Moorish  and  European  hospital,  five  large  and  many 
smaller  mosques,  and  two  public  libraries.  These  contain  about  12,000 
Arabic  manuscripts,  the  remnant  of  the  72,000  volumes,  said  to  have 
been  destroyed  in  the  Abdelliah  Palace,  when  it  was  sacked  by  the 
Spanish  cavalry  at  the  commencement  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

The  chief  manufactures  of  the  city  are  linen  and  woollen  cloths, 
embroidery,  morocco  leather,  burnouses,  horse  accoutrements,  silk 
shawls,  silk  interwoven  with  ffold  and  silver,  wearing  apparel,  jewellery, 
woollen  rugs,  hai^s  (or  silk  cloaks),  and  mats. 

The  red  woollen  caps  made  in  Tunis  are  famous  throughout  the 
Levant  In  the  Begency  itself  they  are  called  sheshiya  and  m  Turkey 
fez.  They  excel  all  imitations  in  colour,  fineness,  and  strength.  A 
ffreat  number  of  people  were  formerly  employed  in  their  manufiEicturey 
but  owing  to  the  cheap  caps  of  similar  make  which  are  now  sent  to  the 
East  from  France  and  Trieste,  the  expoi*tation  has  greatly  diminished. 
Nevertheless  the  sheshiyas  exported  in  1873  were  valued  at  50,000?. 
The  manufacture  of  caps  is  in  the  hands  of  a  number  of  Moors  of 
superior  class,  and  the  trade  is  almost  a  monopoly. 

Tunis  is  also  justly  celebrated  for  its  essences,  such  as  ottar  of 
of  roses,  jasmines,  acacia,  quince,  narcissus,  heneh  (lausonia),  aloes, 
apple,  orange,  lemon  both  acid  and  sweet),  scented  poplar,  sambak  or 
double  jasmine  of  Arabia.  These  ottars  are  held  in  great  esteem  on 
account  of  the  delicacy  of  their  perfume,  but  owing  to  their  high  price 
a  very  small  quantity  is  exported,  and  they  only  serve  for  local  con- 
sumption. 

Price  per  Metical  (4}  grains). 

Ottar  of  roses 097 

„       acacia 007 

„       heneh 0    9    7 

„       quince 0    9    7 

„       jasmine  10    0 

„       doable  jasmine         1  11    8 

„       orange 0    4    9i 

„  acid  and  sweet  lemon           . .         • .  0    4    9^ 

A  very  lar^e  quantity  of  rose,  orange-flower  water,  and  mint  water 
is  likewise  distilled,  with  which  the  natives  perfume  their  sherbets  and 
Sweetmeats. 

Ths  BazjlAbs. 

The  bazaars  of  Tunis  are  inferior  to  those  of  Cairo  and  Damascus, 
but  considerable  trade  is  carried  on  in  them  in  articles  of  native 
industiy,  and  in  Manchester  goods  and  French  silks.  About  30,000 
of  its  inhabitants  belong  to  the  Jewish  community,  which  comprises 
some  wealthy  merchants,  brokers,  and  shopkeepers'  Their  affairs  are 
generally  administered  by  a  Caid  or  Governor  named  by  the  Bey,  and 
selected  from  amongst  the  most  respectable  of  their  co-religionists,  who 
have  sometimes  been  raised  to  the  grade  of  a  general.  The  community 
possesses  111  synagogues.    The  chief  rabbi  receives  a  commission  from 
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the  Bej,  conferring  on  him  extensive  powers  in  questions  of  marriage, 
divorce,  wills,  and  successions.  They  are  placed  on  precisely  the  same 
footing  as  the  Mahoinroedan  subjects  of  the  State,  and  except  in 
matters  of  police,  the  Government  abstains  from  all  interference  in 
their  local  affairs,  and  many  of  their  number  hold  public  offices  of  trust 
and  confidence. 

There  are  about  10,000  Europeans  of  different  nationalities,  nearly 
half  of  whom  are  Maltese.  With  the  exception  of  the  merchants  and 
professional  men,  the  treat  are  shopkeepers,  artizans.  Jewellers,  watch- 
makers, gunsmiths,  painters,  shoemakers,  blacksmiths,  carpenters^ 
masons,  coachmen,  carters,  and  servants. 

Besides  the  two  mayors,  who  are  placed  over  the  inhabitants  of  the 
two  principal  quarters  of  Bab  Suika  and  Bab  Gesira,  there  is  a  prefect 
of  the  police,  who  exercises  judicial  functions.  The  post  was  formerly 
one  of  great  dignity,  and  its  occupant  enjoyed  the  title  of  Dey.  He 
was  considered  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  civil  administration  in  contra- 
distinction to  the  Bey  or  chief  military  authority  in  the  Kegency.  The 
title  was,  however,  abolished  by  the  late  Sidi  Mohammed  Bey,  who 
substituted  for  it  that  of  prefect  of  police,  with  the  rank  of  terik  or 
general  of  division.  The  police  of  the  city  is  fairly  and  inteUigently 
carried  out  considering  the  heterogeneous  elements  which  form  its 
population,  and  their  inability  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  the  foreign 
portion  of  it. 

Besides  the  above  local  authorities  there  is  a  municipal  council,  a 
sanitary  board,  as  well  as  one  of  public  health.  The  first  is  entrusted 
with  the  improvements  to  be  effected  in  the  city,  the  ^cond  with  the 
formation  oi. quarantine  regulations  and  the  supervision  of  rules  framed 
on  the  same  subject  throughout  the  Eegency,  and  the  last  with  the 
cleansing  and  improvement  of  the  town,  as  well  as  the  collection  and 
imposition  of  the  municipal  tax,  amounting  in  all  to  4,700/.,  which  has 
been  assessed  on  houses,  baths,  stores,  &c.,  to  meet  the  annual  expendi- 
ture. The  foreign  consuls  are  active  members  of  the  two  last-named 
boards. 

Tunis  is  plentifully  supplied  with  very  excellent  water  brought  jfrom 
the  springs  of  Zaghwan  and  Djougar,  a  distance  of  fifty-two  mues.  In 
Boman  times  the  same  water  was  brought  to  ancient  Carthage  by  a 
stupendous  aqueduct,  in  some  places  100  feet  high.  The  date  of  its 
almost  total  destruction  is  unknown.  Until  comparatively  a  very 
recent  period,  the  city  was  scantily  supplied  by  wells  and  rain-water 
cisterns.  To  remedy  this  evil  the  Government  resolved,  in  1869,  to 
bring  once  more  the  water  from  the  above-mentioned  springs,  which 
they  did  at  a  cost  of  14,000,000  fr.,  the  remains  of  the  ancient  aqueduct 
bein^  partly  utilized.  There  are  upwards  of  eighty  public  fountains 
jor  the  use  of  the  poor  and  those  who  are  unable  to  have  a  supply  of 
water  in  their  dwellings. 

There  are  cattle,  horse,  sheep,  wool,  vegetable,  fruit,  fish,  grain,  and 
coal  markets,  which  are  plentifully  supplied.  The  cattle,  sheep,  grain^ 
and  wool  are  brought  by  Arabs  from  the  interior.  The  fishermen  are 
Maltese  and  Sicihans.  The  vegetables  are  grown  in  gardens  in  the 
environs  of  the  citjr  by  Maltese  and  Sicilians,  but  as  vegetables,  fruit, 
and  fish  pay  an  excise  duty  of  33  per  cent.,  and  cattle  25  pias.  {12s,  6d) 
each  time  they  are  sold,  provisions  are  high  ill  price.  The  fish  caught  in 
the  lagoon  are  an  exception  to  the  rule,  being  unpalatable,  of  imerior 
quality  and  only  consumed  by  the  poor. 

There  are  no  public  buildings  of  any  magnificence  in  Tunis  with  the 
exception  of  the  Bey's  Town  Palace,  which  is  a  modem  building  in  the 
Saracenic  style.    It  forms  one  side  of  a  handsome  "place,"  oblong  in 
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fonD^  with  a  garden  and  fonntain  in  the  centre,  and  lighted  with  ppai'* 
At  the  upper  end  crtands  the  gate  of  the  ancient  citadel  or  Kasbah,  a. 
MoOTish  structure,  occupied  by  the  Turkish  militia  in  former  times. 
On  the  other  two  sides  are  arcades  containing  shops,  the  advnnced  roof 
of  which  is  supported  by  marble  columns.  The  prmcipal  mosque,  called 
Djema-el-Zitoun,  is  a  handsome  and  commodious  edifice.  It  was 
erected  at  connderable  expense  by  Hamouda  Bey,  who  brought  the 
pillars  and  marbles  from  Carthage,  and  other  ruined  cities  in  the 
interior.  The  barracks  are  occupied  by  Zouaves,  Eiour  Aglis,  and 
other  iireguktr  troops.  The  barnu^s  constructed  by  Hossein  Bey,  is  a 
well-built  and  handsome  quadrangle  structure,  capable  of  lodging  4,000 
men.  There  are  extensiye  artillenr  barracks  outside  the  walb,  but  the 
cannon  foundrjr  and  powder  manufactoi^  have  been  abandoned. 

The  new  prison  would  ?ie  with  any  Eurojpean  establishment  of  the 
same  description  in  cleanliness,  accommodation,  and  comfort.  There  is 
a  ]^entiful  supply  of  water,  and  the  whole  building  is  lighted  with  gas. 
The  rooms  occupied  by  the  prisoners  are  large  and  airy;  ciril  and 
criminid  prisoners,  as  well  as  Mohammedans,  Jews,  and  Christians  are 
plaeed  in  separate  wards.  The  oonyicts  are  allowed  to  see  their  relatives 
at  stated  times. 

Chtteckes. 

There  are  two  churches  in  Tunis,  belonging  to  the  Boman  Catholic 
and  Greek  communities.  The  former  is  under  a  bishop  called  the 
Bishop  of  Rosalia  in  part,  infid.,  and  the  latter  is  governed  by  an 
archimandrite.  The  Catholic  church  (which  formerly  appertained  to 
the  Mditese  Ca^ucini  Mission  for  the  Propagation  of  Cnristianity)  is 
now  under  French  protection ;  and  the  Greek  church  has,  for  the  last 
two  centuries,  been  placed  by  the  Patriarch  of  Alexandria,  in  whose 
diocese  it  is  sitimted,  under  that  of  Great  Britain.  Although  the  Pro- 
tesiaait  community  is  duly  increasing,  up  to  the  present  time  it 
possesses  no  ^lace  of  worship.  Efforts  are,  however,  being  made  to 
raise  by  subcription  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  f(»:  the  construction  ot 
a  church  to  be  served  by  the  clergyman  who  is  in  charge  of  the  London 
Society's  mission  to  the  Tunisian  Jews.  Each  community  possesses  a 
burial  ground ;  and  the  English  Cemet^y  of  St.  George,  wnich  owing 
to  the  enlargement  of  tiie  city  is  now  situated  in  one  of  the  prineipiu 
tiiorougfafareiB,  appears  to  have  been  granted  by  the  Beys  to  Great 
Britain  as  far  back  as  a.d.  1600. 

HOBPITiLLB. 

Indapendeoitly  of  the  milituy  hospitals  there  is  a  native  one  for 
indigent  and  sick  Araba^  and  one  for  distressed  Europeans,  which  is 
managed  by  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph.  Owing  to  the  limited  means  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Committee,  it  can  only  accommodate  about  twelve 
patients.  Its  fixed  revenue  amounts  to  74/.  »'.«.,  80/.  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Malta,  24/.  from  France,  and  16/.  from  Italy ;  and  in  order  to 
enable  ihe  sisters  to  coiry  on  their  work  of  charity  and  to  support  their 
school,  the  ladies  of  the  foreign  representatives  have  from  time  to  time 
held  bazaars  for  their  ben^t,  the  last  of  which  produced  125/. 

Thtfe  are  two  postal  steaipera  per  week.  The  French  boat  leaves 
MaoseiUee  every  Wednesday,  and  touching  at  Ajacdo,  Bona,  and  La 
Calle,  reaches  Tunis  every  Sunday  morning.  It  leares  for  its  return 
▼Dyage  on  Tuesday  afternoon.  The  Italian  steamer  leaves  Leghorn 
every  Friday,  touches  at  Cagltari,  where  it  meets  the  correspondkig 
boats  from  Palermo  and  Naples ;  arrives  on  Voiiday  and  leaves  on 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


Wedneeday  aftanoon.  Tktse  postal  steamers  ratt  the  same  ports  on 
fteir  retarn.  There  is  an  Sn^hidi  steamtr  whish  plies  ireeklj  oeiween 
Malta  and  Tunis,  and  an  Italian  steamer  wUeh  oarrks  on  tM  ooasting 
trade. 

TSLXCntAPHS. 

The  Tunisian  Telegraphs,  under  French  dicection,  are  extended  to 
most  of  the  important  places  in  the  Begencj.  They  join  the  Algerian 
lines,  which  aro  cooned^ed  with  the  European  telegraphs  by  two  sub- 
marine  cables,  one  from  Algiers  to  Marseilles,  fia  Corsica,  and  the 
other  from  Bona  to  Malta. 

Trade. 

The  trade  of  the  citj  of  Tunis,  carried  on  mostlj  bj  foreign  mw« 
chants,  amounted  in  1878  to  1,166,127^.,  tis.,  imports,  592,8827. ;  and 
exports,  568,295/.  Tsee  Betums  Nos.  1  and  2).  Great  Britain  and 
Maha  imported  goods  Tahied  at  289,9407.,  and  exported  to  the  value  of 
90,269?. 

GOLETTA. 

Goletta,  the  port  of  Tunis,  separated  from  it  bj  the  lagoon  already 
mentioned,  is  situated  on  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Bay  of  TuniSy 
wUch  has  a  coast  line  of  80  miles,  measuring  from  Cape  Bais  Si  Ali  el 
Mekld  (Cape  Earina)  to  Cape  Bon,  theee  two  promentoriss  beiii^  45 
miles  apart.  The  inner  capes,  known  respectlyely  as  Carthage  and 
Zaphran,  are  only  divided  by  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles,  and  form,  as 
it  were,  an  inner  bay.  It  bas  good  ancborage  at  a  depth  of  from  ten  to 
twenty  fathoms  of  water  in  the  cMitiie,  and  sufficiently  larae  to  contain 
any  number  of  sfaipa,  which  may  ride  in  perfect  snety  by  observing 
common  precautions  agunst  a  noirtli-west  wud,  to  wkioh  the  roadstead 
is  eiposed  in  winter. 

Goletta  has  played  a  prominent  part  in  the  modem  history  of  tiw 
Be^ncy.  After  being  taken  in  1525  by  the  famous  corsair  Barbarossa^ 
acting  under  the  orders  of  Sultan  Soliman,  it  was  captured  by  the 
Christian  armies,  and  was  subsequently  given  over  to  the  Spaniards  by 
the  Treaty  signed  in  1585  between  Charies  V.  and  Mnley  Hassan,  £m* 
whose  protection  they  hvait  ind  garrisoned  there  a  strong  citadeL  In. 
1678  Sultan  Selim  sent  Sman  Baaha  ihece  to  endeavour  to  rotate  it, 
winch  be  succeeded  in  doing  after  a  most  gallant  defenoe  <m  the  part  i^ 
tin  besie^d  Spaniu^s. 

The  victor  massacred  the  wbole  garrison  with  the  exception  of  300 
men,  who  were  reduced  to  slavery.  Mo  subseouently  rasca  the  fortifi- 
cations of  the  place.  The  castle,  which  the  Beys  binU  on  its  ruiaa, 
mounts  about  170  pieces  of  cannon,  but  oonld  not  possibly  ofier  the 
leavt  resistance  to  a  foreign  armament.  It  guards  the  entrance  to  a 
narrow  canal,  which  unites  the  sea  with  tbe  Lagoon,  and  which  likewise 
leads  to  an  inner  basin  where  ships  of  war  were  ^rmerly  built  l%e 
arsenal,  which  is  vr^l  kept,  is  under  the  saperintendenoe  of  an  English 
engineer,  but  the  work  done  in  it  is  at  present  limited,  as  the  TunisHBi 
GoA-emnjent  has  very  wisely  disposed  of  nine  of  the  twelve  ships  of 
war  it  formerly  possessed  to  avoid  incurring  useless  expense. 

Its  ordinary  popuktkm  in  winter  is  d^OOO,  the  great  majority  being 
Malte?e  and  Italians,  who  are  either  small  tradesmen,  artisans  eoa- 
ployed  in  the  arsenal  or  engaged  as  boatmen  and  lightermen  in  canyiag 
tke  goods  to  and  from  the  vessels  in  the  invbour  to  Tunis  by  way  of 
the  lake. 

Tt  being,  howev^,  for  tbe  hot  months  of  the  year  tbe  reeidenoe  of 
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the  Bev,  as  well  as  one  of  the  principal  bathing  places,  the  population 
is  quadrupled  in  sumber.  Besides  its  communication  with  the  capital 
by  water,  it  is  also  connected  with  it  by  an  excellent  railway  for  pas- 
sengers and  goods  traffic,  belonging  to  an  English  company. 

Subjoined,  Appendix  3,  is  a  return  of  the  shipping  which  entered 
and  cleared  at  the  port  of  Gfoletta  in  1874,  and  Nos.  4  and  5  returns  of 
imports  and  exports  in  same  period. 

Galippia. 

Eighteen  miles  to  the  south-east  of  Cape  Bon  is  the  port  of  Galippia 
(Chybea),  a  small  town  containing  about  1,725  inhabitants.  Galippia 
was  taken  by  the  Spaniards  under  Andrea  Doria  in  1539.  The  following 
number  of  ships  entered  and  cleared  at  Galippia  in  1873 :  Italian,  20; 
Ottoman,  10 ;  Tunisian,  11 ;  total,  41. 

About  4,000  quarters  of  grain  and  pulse  were  exported  from  it. 
The  imports  consist  chiefly  of  sugar,  coffee,  and  dates,  and  the  trade  is 
carried  on  chiefly  with  the  coast,  the  Island  of  Gerba,  Tripoli,  and 
Italy.  The  roadstead  has  good  holding  ground ;  and  being  protected 
from  the  northerly  winds,  vessels  coming  from  the  south  find  sufficient 
shelter.  On  the  other  hand,  as  the  mountains  are  some  distance  from 
the  coast,  and  the  land  between  them  lies  very  low,  many  casualties  often 
occur  there  at  night,  owing  to  the  strong  current  which  frequently  sets 
in  from  the  south-east,  and  which  is  not  generally  known  to  mariners. 

Nebel  and  Hammamet. 

Nebel  is  distant  about  83  miles  from  Galippia,  and  is  built  near  the 
site  of  the  ancient  city  of  JN'eapolis.  It  is  famous  for  its  potteries 
which  supply  nearly  all  the  Itegency.  Hammamet  is  built  on  a  low 
promontory  in  the  gulf  which  bears  the  same  name,  and  is  10  miles 
south-east  of  Nebel. 

The  Sahel. 

The  province  of  the  Sabel  or  Coast  comprises  the  three  districts 
and  maritime  towns  of  Susa,  Monastir,  and  Mehdia.  It  is  95  miles 
in  length  and  about  20  in  breadth,  and  contains  1,000  square  miles ;  it 
includes  the  plain  of  the  Enfida,  said  to  be  120,000  acres  in  extent. 
The  lower  part  of  this  undulating  plain  contains  576,000  acres  of  arable 
land  of  more  than  ordinary  fertility,  which  are  cultivated  by  various 
Arab  tribes,  and  notably  that  of  the  Oulad  Said.  It  is  in  part  irri&;ated 
by  the  torrents  of  the  surrounding  hills,  which  themselves  yield  vast 
quantities  of  esparto  grass. 

The  Sahel  is  governed  by  an  officer  of  high  rank,  who,  however, 
owing  to  the  system  of  centralization,  resides  in  Tunis,  and  carries  on 
the  administration  through  local  sub-governors,  who  correspond  directly 
with  him.  Besides  the  Civil  Governor  there  is  a  Genend  of  Division, 
who  commands  the  troops  which  garrison  the  difiereut  towns  of  the 
Sahel. 

Susa. 

The  maritime  town  of  Susa  (Adrumetum)  is  built  on  the  northern 
extremity  of  a  long  range  of  eminences  sloping  to  the  sea ;  it  is  sur- 
xounded  with  a  strong  wall  in  ^ood  repair,  having  two  gates  towards 
the  sea  and  another  inland,  which,  since  1539,  when  Doria  captured 
the  town,  are  scrupulously  shut  soon  after  sunset  to  prevent  its  being 
retaken  by  Christian  enemies.    Its  population  is  estimated  at  8,000 — 
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riz.,  5,000  Moors,  2,000  Jews,  and  1,000  Europeans,  of  whom  560  are 
Maltese,  and  the  remainder  Italian  and  French.  With  some  few 
exceptions  the  Maltese  are  petty  traders,  shopkeepers,  labourers,  and 
fishermen ;  thej  are  nearly  all  in  a  more  or  less  prosperous  condition. 
The  merchants  chiefly  export  oil,  cereals,  wool,  soap,  and  Esparto  grass ; 
while  the  import  trade  consists  of  colonials,  Manchester  cotton  goods, 
woollen  fabrics,  French  and  Malta  cloth,  silk,  hardware,  deal  boards, 
iron,  tobacco,  cutlery,  wine,  spirits,  spices,  rice,  and  petroleum.  The 
yalue  of  the  exports  was  estimated  in  1874  at  292,8591.,  and  that  of  the 
imports  at  50,896/.  On  an  average,  about  one-fifbh  both  of  the  export 
and  import  trade  is  carried  on  by  British  subjects.  The  bazaars  are 
unimportant,  and  the  Moorish  quarter  of  the  town  dirty  and  unpaved. 
The  part  of  the  town  in  which  Europeans  live  contains  some  good 
houses  built  by  them.  With  the  exception  of  the  kasba  and  the 
barracks,  capable  of  lod^ng  some  4,000  troops,  there  are  no  public 
bidldings  of  any  note.  There  are  several  mosques,  synagogues,  and  a 
Boman  Catholic  chapel,  as  well  as  a  school  for  girls,  and  a  dispensary 
under  the  direction  of  six  sisters  of  charity.  There  are  soap  factories 
and  numerous  oil  presses,  one  of  which  is  worked  by  steam. 

The  district  ofSnsa  comprises  twenty-four  small  towns  and  villages, 
the  population  of  some  of  which  is  not  much  less  than  that  of  the 
capital,  and  that  of  Mesakin  is  even  greater,  amountinfi^,  it  is  said,  to 
12,000.  Owing  to  the  fanaticism  of  its  inhabitants  and  the  supposed 
sanctity  of  the  place.  Christians  were  not  allowed  to  enter  it  till  a  very 
recent  period,  when  the  inhabitants  attempted  to  murder  two  Maltese 
coachmen,  which  led  to  the  severe  punishment  of  the  ringleaders  of  the 
assault  and  the  levying  of  a  heavy  fine  upon  the  town. 

MOKASTnt 

is  situated  11  miles  from  the  former  town,  upon  the  extremity  of  a 
promontery  which  divides  the  Bay  of  Susa  from  that  anciently  known 
as  the  '*  Leptis  Parva."  The  town  is  small,  neat,  and  prosperous.  The 
population  within  its  walls  numbers  about  8,600,  and  consists  of  7,500 
Mussulmans,  880  Jews,  and  220  Christians,  who  are  mostly  Maltese. 
Most  of  the  population  are  employed  in  cultivating  the  numerous 
gardens  which  surround  the  tewn,  which  is  the  headouarters  of  the 
General  of  Division  -commanding  the  garrisons  already  referred  to. 
The  principal  trade  is  with  Great  Britain  and  Malta,  from  which  it 
imported  in  1878,  madampolams  (tella  grigia),  together  with  old  iron, 
sugar,  coffee,  spices,  nails,  hardware,  ^.,  to  the  amount  of  58,000/.  It 
exported  to  the  same  countries  oil  of  the  best  quality  of  the  aggregate 
value  of  184,000/.  Its  imports  from  France  and  Italy  were  unim- 
portant, but  its  exports  to  those  countries  during  the  same  year 
amounted  to  24,000).  129  vessels  entered  and  cleared  the  port  of 
Monastir  in  1878,  of  which  67  were  under  British  colours. 

The  harbour  is  sheltered  from  the  northerly  winds  by  the  pro- 
montory on  which  the  town  is  built,  and  on  the  east  by  the  two  islands 
of  the  Kariats.  It  is  about  six  miles  in  width,  but  as  it  is  surrounded 
by  sand  banks,  it  requires  some  precaution  and  care  in  entering  it. 

It  is  capable  of  containing  any  number  of  vessels,  which  can  ride 
with  great  safety  in  fr*om  5  to  9  fathoms  of  water.  The  district  of 
Monastir,  like  that  of  Susa,  comprises  twenty-four  villages,  possessing, 
olive  plantations.  Their  inhabitants  are  exdusively  occupied  in  agn- 
cultural  pursuiis. 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


142  Tune. 

The  little  town  of  Mehdiah  is  gitoftted  mne  miles  to  bhe  soufch-west 
of  Cape  DimM.  It  contams  aboat  4,000  pereons  within  its  walls,  and 
a  roral  population  of  double  ihsb  number.  The  export  trade  has  in- 
creased m)m  51,4441.  in  1878,  to  75,004/1  in  1875,  bat  its  importain 
colonials,  <Skc.,  do  not  exceed  in  value  3,0001.  The  oil  shipped  to  Oreat 
Britain  and  Malta  is  yalued  at  48,6S6/»  It  oarriea  on  besides  a  coasting 
trade  with  Susa,  from  which  locality  it  receives  articles  of  native  manu- 
liBkctare  in  exchange  for  esparto  grass,  which  it  sends  there  for  shipmest 
to  England. 

Although  its  port  affords  good  andiorage  groond,  ax^  is  protected 
from  the  south-easterly  winds  hj  the  island  of  Kerkani  (the  Cercina  of 
the  ancients),  it  is  mostly  frequented  by  small  vessels,  of  which  about 
sixty  visit  it  annually.  Anciently,  there  was  an  inner  port  or  dock 
within  its  walls,  which  were  of  extraordinary  strength  and  thidmess, 
but  were  completely  destroyed  by  the  Spaniards  on  their  leaving 
Mehdia  in  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century.  Not  content  with  this 
useless  act  of  barbturity,  they  appear  to  have  massacred  1,200  Mussul- 
men  and  carried  9,000  into  slavery. 

Sfax  ajtj)  EIebkajosh. 

The  town  of  Sfax  is  about  65  miles  to  the  south  of  ^lehdia,  and  is 
situated  on  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Gulf  of  Oab^s,  opposite  the 
islands  of  Kerkaneh.  Like  Susa  it  is  a  walled  town  containing  a 
Mussulman  population  of  about  27,000,  but  its  streets  are  narrow  and 
dirty,  and  the  houses  have  a  dilapidated  appearance.  The  Christians 
and  Jews  occupy  a  suburb  adjoining  the  town,  which  is  likewise  enclosed 
with  a  wall.  Of  the  929  Europeans,  630  are  British  subjects ;  the  rest 
are  Italians,  Prench,  and  Greeks;  The  Jews  number  1,500.  The 
district  of  Sfax  commences  at  Borg  Hadijia,  about  42  miles  north-west 
from  the  town,  and  terminates  at  Cape  Mnharess  (Maeodama)  25  mile  a 
south-east  of  Sfax..  It  comprises  the  islands  of  Kerkaneh,  as  well  as 
ten  villages.  Part  of  its  texxitory  is  occupied  by  the  tribe  of  the 
Metallite  Arabs,  who,  however,  are  not  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Governor-General  of  the  district^  who^  contrary  to  the  usual  rules, 
resides  at  S&x.  There  are  12,0i00  gardens  acouxul  the  town,  whidi 
produce  fruit,  almonds,  piatadiios,  figs,. peaches,  4&a,  in  great  abundance. 
They  are  mostly  provided  with  houses,  to  which  the  inhabitants  resort 
during  the  heats  of  the  summer  months.  It  has  also  numerous  dive 
plantations,  containing  450,000  trees,  producing  annually  on  an  average 
about  1,000,000  gallons  of  oil.  The  area  round  the  town  brought 
tmder  cultivation  covers  140  square  miles,  and  whenever  the  rains  are 
abundant,  the  yield  in  grain  and  bariey  is  very  conatderable.  The  ia« 
habitants  are  very  industrious,  and  as  a  rule  prosperous.  They  possess 
400  looms  for  the  manufacture  of  a  variety  ot  cotton  stuffs,  large  towels 
for  the  use  of  the  public  baths  throu^out  the  Eegency,  fabrics  worn  by 
the  A.rab  and  Jewish  women,  as  well  as  woolUn  cloths^  blankets, 
burnouses,  &c^  with  which  they  supply  Alexandria  and  some  of  the 
eastern  markets.  They  are  besides  excellent  dyers,  and  possesa  about 
twenty-five  dyeing  establishments.  This  accounts  for  the  great  con* 
sumption  of  twist  and  T  cloths  from  Manchester  and  also  of  indigeu 
They  also  manu&cture  soap  and  a  very  considerable  auantil^  of  yellow 
Morocco  leather  with  which  they  make  shoes  tor  the  Bedoiiia 
Arabs. 
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Besides  its  coaatmg  trade,  tbe  Sfaxians  ha?e  extensiTe  commercial 
commanications  with  the  interior.  Every  tliree  or  four  weeks  their 
caravans  proceed  to  the  towns  of  Toozer,  'S^afta,  Tebeesa  in  Algiers, 
Tripoli,  and  the  Djerid,  carrying  with  them  English  manufactures 
(principally  T-cloths,  parts  of  which  are  dyed  blue  at  Sfax),"oil,  salt> 
fish,  sugar,  coffee,  rice,  spices,  soap,  &c^  and  return  with  dates,  blankets, 
burnouses,  goatskins,  butter,  wool,  wax,  &c«  The  earavan  drivers 
mostly  trade  on  their  own  account ;  they  purchase  their  goods  chiefly 
from  the  Maltese  and  other  foreign  traders,  to  be  paid  for  at  four  or 
six  months  date,  and  in  turn,  it  is  to  these  persons  thev  generally 
jdspose  of  the  articles  they  bring  from  the  interior.  Since  the  supnres- 
sion  of  the  slave  trade,  the  caravans  no  longer  repair  to  Oadam&i,  trom 
which  thev  brought  ostrich  feathers,  gold  dust,  elephant's  tusks,  and 
elaves.  The  imports  are  valued  at  80,582/.  of  which  57,600Z.  consist  of 
British  cotton  and  woollen  fabrics  and  colonials;  aud  its  exports  at 
184,929/.,  consisting  of  oil,  dates,  grain,  wool,  esparto  grass,  Ac,  Of 
this  sum,  78,788Z.  were  shipped  for  Malta  and  Great  Britain,  including 
from  7,000  to  8,000  tons  of  esparto  grass.  No  less  than  426  vessels 
cleared  last  year,  of  which  79  were  British  (see  Appendix  Nos.  8  and  9 
for  the  years  1878-74). 

There  are  at  Sfax  nine  schools  for  Moorish  boys,  who  learn  to  write 
and  read  the  Koran,  and  there  are  also  two  hospitals.  The  Jews 
poesees  a  synagogue  and  the  Roman  Catholics  a  church  with  a  school 
attended  to  by  the  sisters  of  St.  Joseph.  Besides  this,  there  are  two 
private  8cho(^  under  the  direction  or  an  Englishman  and  a  Corsican, 
numbering  about  forty  boys. 

ISLAin)S  OF  KSEKAKEH. 

These  flat  islands,  which  are  eighteen  miles  from  the  port  of  SfaT, 
contain,  it  is  stated,  about  12,000  inhabitants,  whose  industiy  may  be 
said,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  compensate  for  the  extreme  poverty  of  the 
soil.  The  shallows  which  surround  the  islands  extend  to  a  distance  of 
aomethirfy  miles  and  abound  in  different  sorts  of  fish.  The  chief  source, 
however,  of  the  wealth  of  the  islanders  is  the  sponge  and  polynua 
fisheries,  tile  produce  of  which  is  disposed  of  at  the  market  of  Smx. 
Another  branch  of  industry  in  which  men,  women,  and  children  find 
abundant  occupation  is  the  manufacture  of  cords,  mat»,  and  baskets  of 
esparto  grass,  which  are  sent  to  Egypt,  Malta,  and  Marseilles  in  con- 
sioonible  quantities.  Most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  villages  in  the 
district  of  Sfax  follow  exclusively  agricultural  pursuits,  but  the  villagers 
at  Kagaetia  and  Maharess  are  idso  manufacturers.  They  weave  a  coarse 
kind  of  woollen  cloth  and  make  a  great  quantity  of  mats  of  rushes. 
This  latter  industry  is  confined  to  the  village  of  Maharess.  They  also 
fish  on  the  coast,  selling  what^  they  catch  to  the  Bedouin  Arabs. 

At  Maharess  one  fluds  the  ruins  of  a  large  castle  and  the  remains  of 
several  cisterns,  said  to  have  been  constructed  by  the  Sultan  Ben  Eglib 
to  collect  the  rain  water. 

The  oUve  larees  of  the  village  of  Gabiuiena  Bxe  considered  to  rank 
amongst  the  finest  in  the  Be^^ency.  Owing  to  the  inherent  richneA  of 
the  w)ji  and  the  quantity  of  rainwater  collected  in  its  numoroua 
cisterns,  now  used  for  irrigation,  it  once  produced  a  fine  quality  of 
tobacco  and  indigo,  but  the  cultivators  have  been  foroed  to  abandon 
their  prodneti^DL  on  account  of  the  heavy  taxes  imposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment npi»  them>  The  viUaee  is  built  on  land  belcmging  to  the 
''Zaouia"  or  sanctuavy  of  Sidi  JAi  EsBfaak,  which  is  of  course  inalienable. 
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People  are  onljr  allowed  to  take  up  their  temporary  abode  there  on 
condition  of  giving  up  a  third  of  their  reyenues  to  the  sanctuary,  which 
accords  them  in  retium  protection  and  immunity.  This  immunity  is 
carried  to  such  an  extent  that  the  inhabitants  are  noted  for  insubordma* 
tion  and  sedition. 

The  soil  of  the  district  of  Sfax  is  generally  fertile  and  capable  of 
producing  excellent  cotton.  With  a  little  care,  and  at  a  trimng  ex- 
pense, a  yast  quantity  of  salt  could  be  collected  from  the  natural  salt 
pits  which  exist,  and- which  are  left  dry  by  evaporation  during  the 
summer  months. 

One  of  the  drawbacks  to  the  prosperity  of  Sfax  is  the  lack  of  water, 
which  is  brought  from  two  large  reservoirs  a  mile  distant  from  the 
town,  and  which,  when  the  rains  are  abundant,  receive  the  waters  of 
a  winter  torrent  called  the  Oued  Aghered ;  if  there  is  little  rain  they 
are  obliged  to  bring  the  water  from  bir-el-Suabriui,  a  distance  of  three 
miles.  The  three  hundred  ruined  cisterns  which  exist  near  the  town, 
could,  however,  be  repaired  and  utilized  at  a  comparatively  trifling 
cost. 

Gabes. 

Two  davs  journey  from  Sfax  brings  the  traveller  to  (Jab^s  (Tacape) 
in  the  Gulf  or  Gab6s  or  Syrtis  Minor.  This  was  the  "  great  emporium" 
which  Strabo  speaks  of.  It  is  now  reduced  to  three  small  villages, 
composed  of  some  wretched  clusters  of  houses,  the  inhabitants  of 
which,  as  well  as  of  the  surrounding  country,  cultivate  extensive  plan- 
tations of  date  trees  and  the  famous  henna  plant,  whose  leaves,  after 
being  dried  and  powdered,  are  exported  to  most  of  the  Levant  markets* 
It  is  used  by  the  native  ladies  for  dying  the  hair  as  well  as  the  fingers 
and  nails  of  the  hands  and  feet.  Gabes  is  built  on  an  eminence  near  the 
Eiver  Akrout  (Triton)  the  waters  of  which  are  used  for  purposes  of  irri- 
gation. It  s  port  for  small  craft  is  formed  by  the  mouth  of  ttie  river,  but 
vessels  of  a  larger  draught  are  obliged  to  anchor  at  some  distance  from  it 
on  account  of  the  shallowness  of  the  water,  arising  from  the  mud  brought 
down  by  the  river.  Half  a  mile  from  the  present  Gab6s  mity  be  seen 
the  ruins  of  the  old  city,  to  the  former  opulence  of  which  some  beautiful 
square  pillars  of  granite  still  testify. 

Witn  the  exception  of  a  solitary  European,  who  performs  the 
functions  of  sanitary  agent,  the  whole  of  the  population  is  Moham- 
medan. Within  a  very  few  months,  however,  the  French  Government 
has  appointed  a  vice-consul  there. 

ISLAJTD  OF  GeBBA. 

The  Island  of  Gerba  (Meninx)  forms,  as  it  were,  the  southern 
extremity  of  the  Gulf  of  Gab^s,  and  separates  the  part  of  that  name 
from  that  of  Zerghis  or  Zergis,  which  is  the  most  southerly  part  of  the 
Begency,  and  almost  on  the  boundary  line  between  Tunis  and  Tripoli. 
The  island,  which  is  nineteen  miles  in  length  and  fourteen  in  breadth, 
is  low,  and  is  separated  from  the  mainland  by  two  narrow  channels,  one 
of  which  is  fordable  at  low  water.  Properlj  speaking,  it  has  no  ports, 
but  four  landing  places  north,  south,  east,  and  west ;  that  to  the  north 
is  called  Marsa-es-Souk,  or  the  port  of  the  market.  It  consists  of  some 
well  constructed  mngazines  and  a  fonduk  or  caravanserai,  principally 
built  by  the  Maltese  who  reside  there,  and  who  have  a  church  and 
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scliool  served  by  a  Eoman  Catholic  priesh  The  Israelites  occupy  a 
separate  locality,  a  short  distance  from  the  Souk,  but  with  this  excep- 
tion there  are  no  towns  or  Tillages,  the  inhabitants  residing  in  neatly 
built  whitewashed  bouses  in  the  midst  of  their  gardens  and  orchards, 
which  are  carefully  cultirated  and  of  extreme  fertility.  Indeed,  the 
whole  island  has  the  aspect  of  a  beautiful  garden.  It  produces  a  variety 
of  fruits.  The  fig  trees  are  as  large  as  walnut  trees ;  the  pomegranate 
shrubs  attain  the  size  of  ordinary  trees ;  the  olive  grows  in  extra- 
ordinary luxuriance,  and  seventeen  date  trees  are  sometimes  known  to 
sprine  from  one  root. 

The  population  does  not  now  exceed  30,000,  and  the  inhabitants 
occupy  themsdvea  in  the  winter  with  the  manufacture  of  various  fabrics 
of  woollen  and  silk.  The  Quality  of  these  goods  is  very  superior^  and 
700  bales  of  them  are  yearly  exported  to  Egybt  and  the  Levant.  The 
Oerbians  are  very  industrious,  intelligent,  and  enterprizing ;  they  are 
established  as  merchants  at  Constantinople,  Alexandria,  Tripoli,  and  in 
almost  every  port  of  the  Levant.  The  exports  consist  of  grain,  vege- 
tables, sponges,  dried  polypii,  woollen  stuffs,  fabrics  composed  of  woollen 
and  silk  mixed,  goat  skins,  dried  figs,  rags,  butter,  dates,  soap,  sheep, 
mules,  camels,  and  earthenware.  They  amount  annually  to  37,770/., 
and  the  Gerbians  imported  last  year,  grain,  oil,  honey,  boards,  spirits, 
glass,  Manchester  cotton  goods,  silk,  cloth,  red  caps  (sheshiyas), 
eobnial  produce,  dyes,  tobacco,  powder,  salt,  and  firewood,  to  the 
extent  of  42,8901. 

Owing  to  the  shallowness  of  the  water  around  the  island,  the  trade 
is  carried  on  in  small  vessels,  of  which  283  entered  and  319  cleared  in 
1874.  Of  these  24  were  under  the  British  fla^.  With  the  exception 
of  a  small  square  castle  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Marsa-es-Souk,  and  a 
few  watch  towers,  Gerba  is  not  fortified.  It  is  celebrated  on  account 
of  the  heroic  defence  made  by  Alvar  de  Sande  against  the  Turkish 
admiral,  Pali  Pasha,  who  surprised  the  Spanish  fleet  at  this  island, 
canying  14,000  troops  to  Tripoli,  under  the  Viceroy  of  Sicily,  the 
Duke  de  Medina  Cceli ;  5,000  Spaniards  were  taken  prisoners.  A  large 
number  shut  themselves  up  in  the  fortress,  from  whence  they  made  a 
gallant  sortie  in  order  to  cut  out  some  of  the  enemy's  vessels  and  thus 
make  their  escape,  but  were  nearly  all  cut  to  pieces  in  the  attempt. 
In  commemoration  of  their  victory,  the  Turks  erected  an  entire  pyramid 
of  skulls  and  bones  of  the  Christian  invaders,  which  was  only  removed 
in  1846  on  the  representation  of  the  foreign  consuls,  after  an  existence 
of  well  nigh  300  years. 

PoETO  Fabika. 

Porto  Farina  is  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Gulf  of  Tunis 
under  the  Cape  Bas  Sidi  Ali-el-Mekki.  It  was  built  bv  Mahmoud  Bey 
in  the  17th  century,  and  was  soon  extensively  colonized  by  Andalusian 
Moors.  The  founder  built  a  port  there  to  prevent  foreign  ships  from 
taking  shelter.  The  Tunisian  fleet  formerly  wintered  in  a  largo  natural 
basin  at  Porto  Farina,  but  the  Biver  Mejerdah  has  gradually  filled  it 
with  mud  and  created  a  bar,  which  scarcely  permits  the  passage  of 
small  boats.  Some  idea  of  the  quantity  of  mud  brought  down  by  the 
river  can  be  formed  from  the  fact  that  the  site  of  the  ancient  maritime 
city  of  Utica  is  now  several  miles  from  the  sea,  and  is  called  by  tlie 
Arabs  Bou  Shatter.  Porto  Farina  is  not,  however,  an  open  harbour, 
but  the  cape  aflbrds  shelter  to  vessels  from  the  north  wind. 

The  innabitants  are  mostly  occupied  with  agriculture.  There  are 
sixty-three  Maltese  there — partly  cultivators — ^partly  fishermen.  Besides 
[868]  L 
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raising  grain,  they  supply  Tunis  with  vegetables  and  potatoes,  M'hich 
they  bring  in  their  boats,  under  a  licence  from  the  consiuate. 

BiZEBTA. 

The  port  of  Bizerta  (the  Homan  Hippo  Zaritus)  is  situated  at  the 
bottom  of  the  bay,  formed  by  the  Cape  Ras-el-Zebib  (Promontorium 
Apollinis),  and .  Cape-el-Abiad  (Promontorium  Candidum).  It  was  in 
ancient  times  a  place  of  considerable  importance.  The  town  is  built  on 
a  beautiful  lake,  which  communicates  with  the  sea  by  a  canal  (Port 
Hippo),  which  is  still  deep  enough  to  receive  small  vessels.  According 
to  tne  records  of  Barbarossa,  it  was  a  place  of  great  grandeur  ana 
strategical  strength,  when  that  general  took  possession  of  the  Kegenoy 
by  order  of  Sultan  Suleiman.  Its  magnificence  passed  away,  and 
Bizerta  is  now  a  small  town,  containing  about  8,750  inhabitants,  viz., 
nearly  8,000  Arabs,  150  Europeans,  and  600  Israelites.  The  lake  abounds 
in  various  kinds  of  fish,  the  monopoly  of  which  is  farmed  out  by  the 
Government  for  1,600Z.  a  year.  The  fish  is  brought  to  the  market  of 
Tunis,  a  distance  of  forty  miles,  every  morning  on  pack-horses,  which 
return  with  colonials  and  other  objects  of  daily  use.  Bizerta  is  one  of 
the  coral  fishing  stations,  and  about  fifty  Italian  vessels  resort  there 
annually  for  that  purpose.  Besides  these  craft  there  are  about  200 
others,  engaged  in  the  export  of  wheat,  barley,  beans,  maize,  buck- 
wlieat,  millet,  olives,  husks,  &c.,  to  the  value  Qast  year)  of  49,360Z.  It 
imports  cotton-fabrics,  iron,  boards,  drugs,  colonials  and  manufactures 
woollen,  cotton  stufis,  and  soap  for  local  consumption.  A  large  quantity 
of  common  pottery,  made  at  Bizerta,  is  sent  to  the  south  of  the  Begency. 
Bizerta  is  famous  for  its  grapes,  which  are  of  a  very  superior  quality, 
but  the  wine  made  from  them  cannot  be  kept  for  any  length  of  time. 
These  grapes  are  during  the  season  daily  brought  to  the  mart  at  Tunis. 

The  district  of  Bizerta  comprises  ten  villages,  some  of  which  are 
large  and  populous.  120,000  acres  of  fertile  land  are  in  actual  cultiva- 
tion. Indian  corn  and  buck- wheat  yield  160  for  one,  as  also  sesame 
seed,  provided  they  are  tended  with  care.  At  one  time  Bizerta  pro- 
duced a  large  quantity  of  cotton,  but  owing  to  the  present  low  pnces, 
its  cultivation  has  diminished,  and  the  natives  likewise  are  gradually 
abandoning  the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  which,  being  a  state  monopoly, 
they  are  unable  to  sell  except  at  the  price  fixed  by  the  Government. 
The  Bizerta  olive  plantations  yield  annually  about  250,000  gallons. 

The  port  of  Bizerta  was  formerly  one  of  the  safest  and  most 
frequented  in  the  Eegency,  but  owing  to  the  mud,  which  has  accumu- 
lated in  the  canal,  only  small  vessels  of  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  tons 
can  now  enter  it,  and  vessels  of  larger  tonnase  can  only  visit  Bizerta  in 
summer,  as  the  outside  roadstead,  in  which  tney  are  obliged  to  enter,  is 
unsafe  in  the  winter  months. 

Inlahd  Towns. 

Cairtcdn, — Of  the  nine  inland  towns  Kairwan  is  the  largest  and 
most  important  after  the  capital.  It  was  founded  in  the  seventh 
century  by  Okba  ben  Nafe  el  Fehri,  one  of  the  lieutenants  of  the 
Caliphs,  who  was  sent  to  conquer  this  part  of  Africa.  It  is  a  walled 
city  in  the  midst  of  an  extensive  plain  stretching  from  the  Gulf  of 
Hammamet  to  Susa,  and  southwards  to  a  range  of  hills,  which  separate 
it  from  the  sea,  nearly  opposite  the  island  of  Kerkaneh.  It  was 
formerly  a  place  of  great  trade,  but  its  commercial  importance  has 
diminished  with  its  decrease  of  population,  as  well  as  that  of  the  sur- 
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rounding  nomad  tribes.  It  is  considered  so  holy  a  place,  that  Jews  and 
Christians  are  not  allowed  to  reside  within  its  walls,  and  travellers  who 
visit  it  must  be  accompanied  by  a  Government  escort  for  their  protection. 
According  to  the  best  information,  its  population  amounts  to  15,000 
souls,  to  which  may  be  added  5,000  more,  who  reside  in  the  suburbs. 
It  was  formerly  famous  for  its  manufacture  of  carpets.  At  present  its 
trade  is  almost  confined  to  the  making  of  copper  utensils,  saddlery,  and 
boots  and  shoes  for  the  Arabs,  who  encamp  in  its  vast  plain,  where  they 
find  good  pasture  for  their  cattle,  and  who  form  a  fioating;  population  of 
about  40,000.  Part  of  the  surrounding  country  is  cultivated  by  the 
people  of  Cairwan  as  well  as  by  the  Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Hammemeh. 

Its  most  remarkable  public  monument  is  the  great  mosque,  the 
most  sacred  in  the  states  of  Barbary.  It  contains  the  tomb  of  Sidi 
Elwaib,  the  bosom  friend  and  companion  of  the  Prophet ;  and  a  hair  of 
Mohamet's  beard,  given  to  him  as  a  precious  memento,  is  said  to  be 
buried  with  him.  Hence  the  error  that  the  Saint  of  Cairwan  was  the 
Prophet's  barber.  The  mosque  of  Sidi  Elwaib  contains  a  vast  number 
of  granite  pillars,  brought  from  the  ruins  of  ancient  cities. 

Keff. — Keff*  (Sicca)  is  a  frontier  town,  built  on  a  declivity,  about 
90  miles  to  the  west-south-west  of  Tunis ;  it  was  formerly  a  place  of 
some  strength.  The  famine  of  1867  has  reduced  its  population  to 
about  10,000.  Its  manufactures  consist  of  burnouses,  tissues  of  cotton 
and  silk  called  haiks,  blankets,  and  cai^ets  of  a  particular  texture. 
The  soil  is  very  fertile,  and  a  spring  in  the  centre  of  the  town  affords 
an  abundant  supply  of  water  for  irrigation.  The  town  is  surrounded 
by  gardens  and  orchards  which  produce  excellent  fruit,  particularly 
grapes  and  peaehes.  There  are  also  olive  plantations,  and  the  karoub 
tree  grows  in  great  luxuriance.  Its  kasbah,  or  castle,  is  handsome  and 
in  good  repair ;  it  commands  the  town,  which  was  formerly  the  third  in 
importance  in  the  Eegency. 

Teboursuk. — The  small  town  of  this  name  is  built  on  an  eminence ; 
it  has  fallen  into  decay.  It  is  the  residence  of  a  sub-governor  who 
administers  the  district,  which  contains  about  10,000  Arabs  engaged  in 
cultivating  the  soil,  which  yields  a  large  quantity  of  grain.  The  olive 
plantations  are  limited,  but  the  oil  produced  is  of  the  best  quality.  The 
walls  are  built  of  the  materials  of  the  ancient  city  **  Thibursicumbure," 
the  ruins  of  which  are  still  visible,  as  well  as  the  remains  of  a  temple, 
built  over  a  fountain  plentifully  supplied  with  water. 

Hhstour  is  supposed,  from  an  ancient  inscription,  to  be  the  Eoman 
"  Bisicana  Lueana ;"  it  is  built  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Medjerdah, 
and  peopled  by  Andalusian  Moors.  Its  population  does  not  exceed 
4,000,  who,  besides  being  agriculturists,  have  a  large  number  of  cattle 
for  the  manufacture  of  cheese  and  butter ;  the  former  for  the  consump- 
tion of  Tunis,  and  the  latter  for  exportation. 

Befa. — ^Beja  (Vacca)  is  another  small  town,  which,  together  with 
its  dependencies,  contains  about  12,000  inhabitants.  It  continues  to 
be,  as  in  ancient  days,  the  great  mart  for  cereals  of  every  description, 
which  are  brought  thither  from  the  districts  which  formerly  supplied 
Bome  with  grain.  The  Bedouin  Arabs  still  resort  to  it  with  their 
produce,  which  they  sell  or  exchange  for  the  common  objects  they 
require,  such  as  coffee,  saddlery,  wearinff  apparel,  &c. 

Mater, — ^Although  Mater  (Mandara)  is  now  little  more  than  a  large 
village,  it  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  fertile  plain,  and  is  the  seat  of  a 
great  deal  of  internal  trade.  Three  fairs  are  held  there  every  week  for 
the  sale  of  cattle,  horses,  wool,  and  cereals.  These  fairs  are  attended 
by  the  Arabs  as  well  as  by  the  brokers  from  Tunis  and  other  placoB, 
who  purchase  their  produce.    Both  here  and  at  Beja  there  are  some 
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Maltese  traders  and  shopkeepers.  The  inhabitants  of  Mdter,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  adjoining  territory  of  Byiana,  are  mostly  agriculturists,  isind 
cultivate  an  area  of  about  108,000  acres  of  the  most  productive  soil  in 
the  country.  They  possess,  besides,  herds  of  cattle  and  sheep  as  well 
as  camels. 

Giifsa. — Gafsa  (Capsa)  is  the  capital  of  the  Djerid,  one  of  the  most 
important  provinces  of  the  Eegency.  It  is  built  on  a  declivity  of  the 
mountains  which  surround  it,  and  is  the  residence  of  a  Qovfernor- 
General,  whose  jurisdiction  extends  to  the  district  Nefzowah.  The 
principal  places  in  the  province  are  Gorbetta  (Orbita),  Tegeuse,  Ebba, 
Touzer  (lisurus),  and  Nefta  (Nepjeta).  There  are  within  the  town 
two  natiiral  springs,  one  of  which  is  in  the  citadel ;  their  united  waters 
serve  to  irrigate  their  date  plantations,  orchards,  and  gardens,  which 
produce  excellent  fruit,  pistachios,  melons,  Ac. 

The  fixed  population  of  the  Djerid  is  calculated  at  about  60,000. 
Their  principal  revenue  is  from  then*  excellent  dates,  which  they  export 
in  large  quantities.  At  the  same  time  they  manufacture  woollen  fabrics 
of  a  peculiarly  fine  texture,  which  are  in  great  demand  throughout 
the  lie^ency. 

According  to  a  recent  enumeration  there  are  886,554  date  trees  in 
the  Djerid  which  are  taxed  by  the  Government.  As  the  young  trees  are 
not  included  and  there  are  grounds  for  believing  the  calculation  made 
to  be  incorrect,  it  is  presumed  that  the  number  of  trees  does  not  fall 
much  short  of  2,000,000,  which  produce  300,000  cwts.  of  dates,  valued 
in  the  locality  at  487,500^.  The  ordinary  kind  of  dates  is  made  into  a 
kind  of  paste,  which  forms  the  staple  food  of  the  Bedouin  Arabs  in  the 
Sahara.  It  is  highly  nutritious.  The  dates  are  sometimes  eaten  fried  in 
butter,  or  simp]^  with  fresh  butter  uncooked.  In  former  times  the 
dhief  market  for  dates  was  Touzer,  to  which  the  merchants  from 
Ethiopia  resorted  with  slaves,  whom  they  exchanged  for  a  very  few 
hundredweights  of  dates,  but  this  traffic  has  now  ceased.  The  Djerid 
produces  likewise  maize,  millet,  wheat,  and  barley  in  the  valleys  watered 
by  natural  springs  or  by  rivulets  descending  from  the  mountains. 

Public  Debt. 

The  Tunisian  public  debt  has  been  fixed  by  the  International  Finance 
Commission  at  125,000,000  francs,  or  5,000,000Z.,  bearing  interest  at  5 
per  cent.  As  a  guarantee  for  the  payment  of  that  interest,  the  Govern- 
ment has  ceded  to  the  commission  revenues  amounting  to  260,000/.  per 
annum.  The  administration  of  these  revenues  has  been  entrusted  to 
a  sub-committee,  which  directly  receives  the  Government  taxes  thus 
assigned  and  pays  the  coupons  every  half  year.  The  tax  on  olive  trees, 
however,  is  collected  by  the  local  governors  and  transmitted  to  the  sub- 
committee. Previous  to  the  arrangements  made  in  1869  by  decree  of 
His  Highness  the  Bey  with  the  sanction  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and 
Italy,  for  the  consolidation  and  unification  of  various  Tunisian  loans 
and  debts,  a  portion  of  the  coupons  of  the  old  and  local  loans  of  1863-65 
fell  into  arrears.  The  Continental  powers,  which  had  treaties  with 
Tunis,  having  taken  into  consideration  the  representations  of  the  Bey 
that  the  import  duty  of  3  per  cent.,  established  upwards  of  200  years 
ago,  no  longer  correspond!ed  with  the  financial  requirements  of  the 
Eegency,  it  was  agreed  by  them  to  raise  it  to  8  per  cent,  as  a  temporary 
measure,  with  the  proviso  that  the  additional  5  per  cent,  should  be 
employed  in  the  payment  of  the  coupons  in  arrears.  This  additional 
import  duty  yields  about  25,000Z.  a  year,  which  is  devoted  to  the  above- 
mentioned  purpose,  the  coupons  being  paid  every  year  by  lot.    Being 
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ia  great  demand,  they  are  at  present  worth  41  per  cent.,  their  value 
progressively  increasing  in  proportion  as  their  amount  diminishes  by 
drawing. 

The  International  Finance  Commission  is  divided  into  two  sections, 
viz.,  the  Administrative  Section,  composed  of  the  prime  minister  as 
president,  of  a  French  inspector  of  finance,  and  another  Tunisian 
functionary  representing  the  Government ;  and  the  Section  of  Control, 
comprising  six  delegates  elected  by  the  English,  French,  and  Italian 
creditors  respectivelv.  All  the  acts  of  the  Administrative  Section, 
having  a  reference  cfirectly  or  indirectly  fo  financial  matters  connected 
with  the  interests  of  the  foreign  creditors,  have  no  executive  force, 
unless  they  are  approved  by  the  Section  of  Control,  particularly  in 
respect  of  any  new  Joans  or  financial  operations,  which  may  in  any  way 
affect  the  public  revenue. 

The  sub-committee  known  as  the  '*  Council  of  Administration  of 
the  Conceded  Eevenues  "  is  composed  of  five  members,  viz.,  one  English, 
one  French,  one  Moor,  an  Italian,  and  one  taken  indiscriminately  from 
amongst  the  most  respectable  residents  of  any  other  nationality.  They 
are  named  by  the  Finance  Commission  for  three  years,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  period  any  of  them  may  be  re-elected  for  another  year.  A 
member  of  the  Board  of  Control  assists  at  its  deliberations,  besides 
which  it  submits  its  half-yearly  accounts  to  the  Finance  Commission, 
which,  after  being  auflited  and  approved  by  it,  are  published  for  the 
information  of  the  public. 

Each  foreign  delegate  oi  the  Finance  Commission  receives  yearly  240/. 
to  meet  his  extra  expenses,  while  the  members  of  the  sub-committee, 
who  are  expected  to  give  up  all  their  time  to  the  performance  of  their 
several  duties,  receive  a  salary  of  400/.,  and  their  president  480/. 

The  total  amount  of  the  annual  expenditure  incurred  by  the  sub- 
committee is  about  6,000/.,-  inclusive  of  2,238/.,  being  the  commission 
charged  by  the  bankers  for  the  payment  of  the  coupons  in  Europe  and 
other  outlays  for  the  repair  and  construction  of  stores,  and  for  the 
salaries  of  clerks,  <&e. 

Pursuant  to  the  arrangement  of  1869,  the  Tunisian  funds  were  to  be 
quoted  in  the  Exchanges  of  London,  Paris,  and  Florence,  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  firm  of  Hambro  and  Sons,  entrusted  with  the  payment 
of  the  coupons  in  England,  has  over  carried  out  the  arrangement  as 
regards  the  English  money-market. 

In  virtue  of  the  same  arrangement,  the  Tunisian  Government  has 
engaged  to  make  good  any  deficit  that  might  occur  in  the  payment  of 
interest  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  crops  or  any  other  unforeseen  con- 
tingency, to  guard  against  which  the  Tunisian  Government  has  a  reserve 
fund  of  upwards  of  80,000/.,  independently  of  a  surplus  sum  of  21,600/. 
in  possession  of  the  sub-committee,  and  which  is  to  be  devoted  to  the 
amortization  of  the  debt. 

In  the  face  of  such  arrangements  for  the  protection  of  the  creditors, 
and  the  fact  that  the  interest  has,  up  to  the  present  time,  been  regularly 
paid,  the  Tunisian  bonds  are  in  great  demand  in  the  French  and  Italian 
markets,  and  are  now  quoted  at  60  to  62.  The  Government  has  always 
acted  in  perfect  good  faith,  and  given  to  the  commission  its  unqualified 
support. 

For  proceeds  of  the  conceded  revenues  from  the  1st  July  to  the  Sltt 
December,  1874,  see  Annex  No.  X. 

FOEEIGN   COMPAKIES. 

With  the  exception  of  the  permission  granted  to  an  Italian  atsocia- 
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tion  to  introduce  an  hydraulic  machine  to  press  the  husks  of  olives, 
after  the  oil  had  been  extracted  by  the  common  native  presses,  and 
which  enterprise  has  been  unsuccessful,  the  only  public  companies  in 
the  Begency,  formed  in  virtue  of  concessions  granted  by  His  High- 
ness the  Bey,  are  three  English  companies,  viz.,  the  Tumsian  Bailway 
Company,  the  Gas  Company,  and  the  London  Bank  of  Tunis,  established 
respectively  in  1871, 1872, 1873. 

Projected  Bailway  to  the  Interior, — Independently  of  the  above- 
mentioned  companies,  the  Bey  granted  last  year  to  a  London  firm  a 
concession  for  the  construction  of  a  railway  to  Beja,  as  well  as  for 
working  the  lead  mines  of  Djebba,  which  are  reported  by  competent 
mining  engineers,  as  well  as  by  the  eminent  professor  of  geology  and 
mineralogy,  M.  Fnchs,  to  be  rich  in  ore. 

The  projected  line  will  be  about  110  miles  in  length,  and  will  pass 
through  the  most  fertile  districts  of  Beja  and  the  Dahlah,  which,  from 
ancient  times  to  the  present  day,  yield  a  very  large  quantity  of  grain 
and  pulse.  Owing;  to  the  want  of  efficient  means  of  communication 
and  the  impracticable  state  of  the  roads  in  winter,  only  a  portion  of  the 
grain  produced  in  the  above  districts  can  be  brought  to  Tunis  for 
exportation,  besides  which  the  hire  of  transport  is  so  high  that  it 
equals  tha  price  at  which  barley  is  sold  in  the  Tunis  market,  in  con- 
sequence 01  which  this  raluable  product  is  allowed  to  waste,  notwith- 
standing that  there  is  a  demand  for  it  in  England  for  the  maniifacture 
of  malt  liquors.  It  is,  therefore,  calculated  that  should  this  projected 
line  into  the  interior  be  carried  out,  it  will  not  only  immeasurably 
develop  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  northern  part  of  the  Regency, 
but  that  it  will  also  proportionately  increase  the  public  revenue  by 
augmenting  the  exportation  of  g^ain,  pulse,  and  other  products,  &c., 
at  the  same  cime  will  give  a  fair  dividend  to  the  concessionnaires,  inde- 
pendently of  the  income  to  be  derived  from  the  Djebl)a  mines,  to  which 
a  loyalty  of  10  per  cent,  of  the  produce  is  attached,  and  which  Mr. 
Fuchs  states  to  be  capable  of  forming  the  centre  of  a  rich  mineral 
field. 

The  lines  of  the  Tunis  Railway  Company  extend  from  Tunis  to  the 
port  of  the  Qoletta,  to  the  Marsa  and  to  the  Bardo,  a  length  altogether 
of  about  22  miles.  It  was  originally  supposed  that  the  Arabs  would 
object  to  travelling  by  rail,  but  experience  has  proved  the  reverse.  Not 
only  the  male  but  the  female  portion  of  the  lower  classes  travel  willingly 
by  it,  particularly  during  the  summer  months,  when  the  Bey  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  Israelites,  Christians,  and  Mahommedans  reside  either 
at  the  Goletta,  Marsa,  or  Sidi  Abou  Said.  Besides  the  passenger 
traffic,  which  is  steadily  increasing  every  year,  the  company  has 
extended  its  line  to  the  Marina — the  locality  to  which  merchandise  is 
brought  by  the  lake  to  the  city — in  order  to  secure  the  goods'  traffic 
from  which  the  company  will  derive  an  additional  income.  This  short 
line,  which  is  of  great  convenience  and  utility  to  the  public,  promises 
to  become  valuable  to  the  present  shareholders,  who  already  receive  a 
dividend  of  7  per  cent. 

Qas, — The  introduction  of  gas  being  only  of  a  very  recent  date,  and 
hitherto  totally  unknown  to  the  natives,  its  use  has  not  as  yet  become 
general ;  nevertheless,  some  of  the  rich'  Moors  have  introduced  it  into 
their  houses.  The  native  prisons,  the  Mahominedan  library,  some  of 
the  streets,  squares,  European  houses  and  shops,  are  lighted  with  it ; 
and  it  is  likewise  proposed  to  have  it  in  some  of  the  principal  mosijues. 
Owing  to  the  high  price  of  coal,  and  the  heavy  freight  to  bring  it  to 
Tunis,  the  gas  can  only  be  furnished  at  a  cost  of  twelve  shillings  and 
sixpence  the  thousand  cubic  feet,  a  price  which  puts  it  beyond  the 
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reach  of  many  individuals.  Nevertheless,  its  employment  is  steadily 
increasing,  and,  with  the  encojuragement  which  the  municipality  is  dis- 
posed to  afford  to  the  company,  there  is  scarcely  any  doubt  of  the 
eventual  success  of  the  enterprise. 

London  Bank  of  Tunis. — The  absence  of  a  bank,  conducted  on  the 
sound  principles  of  similar  financial  establishments  in  England,  had 
long  been  felt,  and  His  Highness  the  Bey  was  pleased  to  grant  a  con- 
cession to  Mr.  Harvey  Banking,  of  London,  for  the  formation  of  the 
London  Bank  of  Tunis.  Its  establishment,  however,  met  with  much 
opposition,  but  the  efficient  protection  it  received  enabled  it  to  speedily 
overcome  aU  opposition,  and  to  establish  itself  on  a  firm  and  solid 
basis.  It  has  a  capital  of  100,220^.,  divided  into  200  shares  of  500/. 
each,  called  the  founders'  shares,  and  200  shares  of  1/.  each,  with 
faculty  to  increase  the  original  capital.  Besides  the  usual  banking 
and  financial  operations  carried  on  by  companies  of  this  kind,  the 
London  Bank  of  Tunis  undertakes  business  connected  with  loans  to 
Government,  advances  money  for  public  works  and  industrial  opera- 
tions on  reliable  security  ;  and,  furtnermore,  applies  for  and  carries  out 
concessions  on  its  own  account  whenever  the  Board  of  Directors  con- 
siders that  the  enterprise  for  which  a  concession  has  been  granted  is  of 
a  nature  to  benefit  the  shareholders. 

The  utility  of  the  London  Bank  of  Tunis  soon  became  manifest. 
Besides  possessing  the  entire  confidence  of  the  Tunisian  Qovemment, 
its  late  opponents  cannot  now  but  see  the  advantages  which  the  public 
derives  from  it ;  at  the  same  time  they  have  become  sensible  that  what- 
ever tends  to  facilitate  the  development  of  commerce,  far  from  being 
detrimental,  is  beneficial  to  those  very  interests  which  they  appre- 
hended would  be  jeopardized  by  it.  Being  a  new  institution,  the 
Directors  think  it  prudent  to  circumscribe  its  operations  for  the 
present ;  but  it  is  not  hazarding  too  much  to  say  that  the  position  now 
assumed  by  the  London  Bank  of  Tunis,  as  the  chief  financial  establish- 
ment in  the  Begency,  and  the  high  protection  and  confidence  it  enjoys, 
give  it  facilities  and  opportunities  of  advantageously  employing  a 
large  capita),  be  it  in  financial  or  in  commercial  operations,  on  its  own 
account,  or  on  that  of  those  disposed  to  entrust  it  with  their  interests. 

Imports  and  Expoets. 

As  the  Annex  No.  6  on  exports  comprises  the  chief  native  products 
and  manufactures,  as  well  as  the  price  of  each  article  free  on  board,  it 
would  be  a  work  of  supererogation  to  give  a  separate  list  of  them,  and  it 
will  suf&ce,  therefore,  to  subjoin  a  general  return  (Annex  No.  7)  of  the 
articles  of  importation  and  their  approximate  value,  indicating,  how- 
ever, the  principal  articles  imported  from,  and  exported  to.  Great 
Britain.  (See  Keturns  Nos.  T.,  II.,  III.,  and  IV.)  At  the  same  time  it 
is  proper  to  observe  that,  ns  the  Government  of  Algiers  has  abolished 
the  custom-houses  on  the  frontiers,  the  native  producers,  particularly 
those  in  the  vicinity  of  the  borders,  find  it  to  their  advantage  to 
dispose  of  a  portion  of  their  dates,  wool,  and  cereals  in  Algeria,  the 
transport  being  easier,  while  they  avoid  ])aying  the  internal  duties 
levied  in  Tunis.  In  this  manner  a  considerable  quantity  ol"  lilanchester 
cotton  goods  find  their  way  to  Tebessa,  in  Algeria,  by  caravans  from 
Sfax,  at  which  Tunisian  poit  tliey  only  pay  aii  import  duty  of 
8  per  cent. 
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Impoet,  Expobt,  axd  Excise  Duty. 

All  foreign  goods  imported  into  the  Eegency  pay  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  8  per  cent.,  with  the  exception  of  wine  and  spirits,  on  which 
10  per  cent,  is  levied.  This  arrangement  was  made  some  years  ago 
>vith  a  view  to  solve  the  question  which  arose  respecting  the  rignt 
claimed  hy  the  municipah'ty  to  license  taverns  to  sell  wine  and  spirits 
in  retail.  The  10  per  cent,  includes  the  fee  for  the  licence,  but  337 
hogsheads  of  wine,  reserved  for  the  private  consumption  of  the  foreign 
residents  pay  only  a  duty  of  3  per  cent. 

The  export  duties  having  been  mentioned  in  Annex  No.  6,  it  will 
only  be  necessary  to  mention  the  duties  levied  upon  vegetables  and 
fruits,  which  are  excessively  heavy.  All  vegetables  for  the  consump- 
tion of  the  towns  are  put  up  to  auction  in  the  vegetable  markets, 
where  they  are  purchased  by  the  retailers.  The  excise  duty  is 
nominally  25  but  in  reality  33  per  cent.,  including  the  fees  to  the 
auctioneer,  clerks,  &c. 

Weights  jlsd  Measubes. 

Gold,  silver,  pearls,  Ac,  are  weighed  by  the  ounce  of  8  metioals. 

16  ounces  are  equal  to  1  Tunis  rottolo. 

1  rottolo  is  equal  to  1091547  English  pound. 

1  cantar  of  100  rottolos  equal  to  109*1547  pounds. 

The  principal  grain  measure  is  the  kaffis,  equal  to  16  busheli^. 
Each  cams  is  divid^  into  16  whihas,  and  each  whiba  into  12  sahs. 

The  millerolle  of  Marseilles  (wine  measure)  is  equal  to  15*74618 
gallons. 

The  oil  measure  is  called  metal  or  mettar,  which  is,  however,  of 
different  dimensions  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

45  Sousa  metals  are  equal  to  1  ton. 

56^  Tunis  „  „ 

The  pic,  or  principal  long  measure,  is  of  three  lengths,  viz.,  0'7350 
of  a  yard  for  cloth ;  0*51729  of  a  yard  for  linen ;  0-68975  of  a  yard  for 
silk. 

Monopolies. 

The  Government  monopolies  comprise  tobacco,  salt,  the  tannery  of 
hides  of  oxen,  camels,  horses,  as  well  as  the  fisheries,  including  sponges 
and  polypi.  With  reference  to  this  latter  branch  of  industry  and 
public  revenue,  nothing  can  be  added  to  the  very  able  and  detailed 
report  of  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Green,  which  includes  the  coral  fishery, 
ceded  by  treaty  to  the  French  Government,  and  which  report  was 
published  in  the  Consular  Reports  for  1872. 

Although  for  a  long  period  the  Tunisian  Government  also  claimed 
the  right  of  the  monopoly  of  gunpowder,  }[et,  as  its  free  introduction 
formed  a  stipulation  of  the  ancient  treaties  between  it  and  Great 
Britain,  it  could  not  openly  impede  its  im|>ortation.  Its  introduction, 
however,  be  it  in  contraband  or  otherwise,  gave  rise  to  incessant 
vexatious  questions  between  it  and  Her  Majesty's  Consulate-General, 
as  well  as  between  it  and  the  Government  of  Algiers,  which  assumed 
that  it  more  or  less  connived  at  the  introduction  of  gunpowder  into 
Algeria,  through  Tunisian  territory,  for  the  use  of  the  insurgent 
Airabs.  With  a  view  to  put  a  stop  to  this  unsatisfactory  state  of 
things,  which  was  only  beneficial  to  smugglers,  fresh  arrangements 
have  been  made  with  regard  to  gunpowder  similar  to  those  entered  into 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  Forte  regarding  the  same  article. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ttr5is.  153 


Aqbicultxtbe. 


Eroin  tho  general  description  given  of  the  physical  aspect  of  the 
Begency,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  great  fertility  of  some  of  its 
vast  plains,  notwithstanding  that  the  same  lands  are  mostly  brought 
under  cultivation  for  successive  years  without  being  manured.  The 
implements  employed,  which  are  conflned  to  the  plough,  are  of  a  most 
primitive  nature.  The  plough  is  made  of  wood,  is  very  light,  with  a 
small  iron  share  fixed  to  the  extremity.  It  is  drawn  either  by  a  yoke 
of  oxen,  two  mules,  or  one  camel.  The  furrows  it  makes  are  scarcely 
four  inches  deep,  and  indeed  it  may  be  said  that  tho  ground  is  scarcely 
scratched  when  the  seed  is  sown  broadcast,  yet,  when  the  rains  have 
been  abundant  in  winter,  and  the  crops  have  had  the  benefit  of  a  few 
heavy  showers  in  tho  months  of  March,  April,  and  May,  the  yield  is 
very  great,  and  the  cereals  furnish  an  important  article  of  exportation. 

The  measurement  of  land  is  computed  by  "meshias,"  equal  to 
10  French  hectares  or  30  acres.  So  far  as  it  can  be  ascertained  from 
the  amount  of  tithes  collected,  about  1,500,000  acres  are  yearly  brought 
under  cultivation,  besides  the  lands  cultivated  by  the  wandering  Arabs 
and  the  insubordinate  Kabyles  in  the  valleys  of  their  mountains.  A 
large  portion  of  the  land  is  Beylick  or  Government  propertv,  and  not 
an  inconsiderable  part  belongs  to  the  Ilabes  or  church  and  religious 
endowments.  It  is  hired  nt  an  average  of  1/.  12^.  per  meshia,  and 
sometimes  for  much  more,  according  to  its  locality  and  the  facilities 
afforded  for  irrigation.  It  is  calculated  that  one  labourer,  called  Hamas, 
with  hia  wife  and  a  pair  of  oxen,  is  capable  of  cultivating  two-thirds  of 
a  meshia  in  a  season,  sowing  generally  32  bushels  of  wheat  and  an 
equal  number  of  barley ;  tho  remaining  third  is  allowed  to  lie  fidlow, 
and  serves  for  pasture  to  the  oxen  or  any  other  cattle  on  the  farm. 

Owing  to  the  right  which  has  been  conceded  to  British  subjects  to 
hold  real  property  bv  the  convention  concluded  in  1863  between  Great 
Britain  and  his  Highness  the  Bey,  and  since  adopted  by  Italy,  France, 
Austria,  and  Germany,  Maltese  British  subjects,  who  number  about 
7,000,  have  acquired  extensive  farms  and  olive  plantations,  which  they 
cultivate  with  greater  care  than  their  Arab  fellow  labourers,  and  conse- 
quently produce  a  larger  jrield  of  a  superior  quality  of  grain.  The 
Sicilians  are  following  their  example,  but,  being  ignorant  of  the 
language  of  the  natives,  and  of  a  turbulent  character,  they  do  not 
possess  the  advantages  which  the  Maltese  have,  whose  native  tongue 
Deing  a  corrupt  Arabic  dialect,  makes  it  easy  to  acquire  the  language 
from  which  it  is  derived;  and  whose  habits,  industrious  disposition, 
and  milder  temperament  enable  them  to  associate  with  Moors  and 
live  with  their  families  in  their  villages  in  perfect  security. 

AoEICrLTlTBAX  TaXEB. 

The  only  legitimate  tax  that  can  be  levied  by  the  Government  is 
the  tithe ;  but  as  the  mode  of  fixing  and  collecting  it,  while  the  crops 
were  still  green  and  standing,  led  to  great  abuses  and  oppression  on  the 
part  of  the  experts  entrusted  with  its  valuation,  the  tithes  have  been 
commuted  to  3^  bushels  for  every  16  bushels  of  seed  sown  of  wheat  or 
barley. 

The  capitation  tax  and  dues  upon  animals,  &c.,  which  the  fixed 
agricultural  population  formerly  paid  separately,  are  now  paid  collec- 
tively under  the  name  of  "  Mejba."  It  is  assessed  according  to  the 
quantity  of  moveable  and  immoveable  property  possessed  by  each  indi- 
vidual, and  consequently  varies  from  12^?.  Gd.  to  57.  per  head.     As 
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however,  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Tunis,  Kairwan,  Sfax,  Monastir, 
and  Sousa,  as  well  as  the  regular  and  irregular  troops,  the  students  at 
the  various  colleges,  the  sheiks  or  doctors  of  divinity  and  jurisprudence, 
the  judges  and  professors  are  exempted,  only  120,000  individuals  pay 
the  Mejba. 

DOMESTIO  AkiMALS. 

The  domestic  animals  employed  for  agricultural  and  other  purposes 
as  well  as  for  transport  are  oxen,  horses,  mules,  camels  and  douKe^s. 
The  Arabs  possess  a  vast  number  of  camels.  The  homed  cattle,  which 
a  three  years'  drought  destroyed  in  great  numbers,  but  which  have 
since  considerably  increased,  are  of  very  good  cjuality,  easily  fattened 
in  the  plains  and  in  the  mountainous  districts,  where  pasture  is 
found  in  abundance.  The  mules,  particularly  those  of  the  Island  of 
Gerba,  are  justly  reputed  to  be  of  an  excellent  breed.  They  have 
great  endurance,  resist  cold  and  heat,  and  are  driven  in  carriages  by 
the  native  gentry  in  preference  to  horses,  which  have  greatly  de- 
generated from  the  once  famous  barb  horse,  which  was  also  reputed 
for  its  superior  Qualities.  Some  attempt  is  being  made  to  improve 
Mie  breed ;  but  tlie  constant  wants  of  the  French  army  in  Algeria 
will  always  absorb  the  best  Tunisian  horses,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Djebely,  a  smaller  but  a  well  formed  and  powerful  breed  of  mountain 
horse. 

Mines. 

Among  its  many  riches  may  be  reckoned  the  mineral  resources  of 
this  Begency,  which  is  said  to  possess  no  less  than  twenty-three  mines 
according  to  the  reports  of  competent  mining  engineers,  who  were 
charged,  on  several  occasions  by  the  Tunisian  Government,  to  examine 
and  report  on  the  mineralogy  of  the  country.  The  principal  ones  are 
the  lead  mines  of  Djebba,  in  the  mountain  of  Korra,  in  the  vicinity  of 
which  there  is  also  iron.  This  mountain,  which  has  been  recently 
thoroughly  examined  by  the  eminent  professor  of  geology  and  minera- 
logy, M.  Fuchs,  is  stated  by  him  to  be  susceptible,  in  corroboration  of 
previous  reports,  of  becoming  a  lich  and  an  important  field  for  mining 
operations.  It  is  situated  in  the  interior  about  110  miles  from  Tunis, 
and  has  been  worked  both  by  the  Tunisian  Government  and  by  a 
Spanish  company,  which,  having  no  capital  of  its  own  to  continue  its 
operations,  re-sold  it  to  the  Government,  which  has  conceded  it  to 
Mr.  Harvey  Banking  should  he  undertake  to  work  it. 

It  has  smelting  houses  and  other  extensive  appurtenances  valued,  at 
present,  at  50,000/. 

The  lead  mine  of  Djebail  Besas,  situated  about  eleven  miles  from 
Tunis,  is  likewise  rich  in  ore.  It  was  formerly  largely  worked  by  the 
Eomans.  The  concession  of  this  mine  was  granted  seven  years  ago  to 
English,  French,  and  Italian  gentlemen,  who  have  failed  to  work  it, 
owing  to  the  heavy  royalty  of  50  per  cent,  of  the  net  produce,  after 
deduction  of  the  working  expenses  paid  by  the  mine.  There  are  like- 
wise lead  and  copper  mines  at  the  Djebail  Zahwan.  The  former  are 
said  to  be  argentiferous  and  rich  in  ore,  but  not  the  latter. 

The  district  of  Tabarca  contains  both  copper,  lead,  and  iron  mines, 
within  short  distances  of  each  other  and  of  the  sea.  The  veins  appear 
to  run  in  a  westerly  direction,  which  leads  to  the  supposition  that  they 
are  connected  with  those  within  the  Algerian  territory,  about  forty 
miles  from  Bona,  which  have  been  conceded  to  a  French  company,  the 
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iron  ore  of  which  aloue  yields  a  clear  auuual  iucome  of  120,000/.  A 
large  number  of  Englisli  steamers  are  emplojred  to  carry  the  ore  ,to 
England  to  be  smelted,  being  of  a  peculiar  quality,  and  io  great  demand 
for  the  manufacture  of  certain  objects. 

A  mine  of  mercury  was  found  in  the  mountains  above  the  harbour 
of  Porto  Farina  by  an  Italian  slave,  which,  according  to  tradition,  was 
profitably  worked  ;  but  on  the  invasion  of  the  Eegency  by  the  Spaniards, 
the  orifice  or  shaft  of  the  mine  was  closed  by  order  of  the  Beys.  After 
their  expulsion,  the  Turks,  who  occupied  the  country,  never  made  any 
attempt  to  re-open  it ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  more  than  probable  that,  with 
their  usual  indifference,  they  ignored  its  existence  altogether,  and  every 
efibrt  made  since  to  discover  it  has  proved  ineffectual. 

Hot  Springs. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  in  a  country  where  so  much  mineral  wealth 
exists,  there  should  be  thennal  springs  possefsing  therapeutic  virtues, 
highly  prized  both  by  the  ancients  as  well  as  by  the  present  population. 
The  hot  springs  of  Truzza  are  situate  twenty-four  miles  to  the  west  of 
Kirwan,  and  those  of  El  Hammah  lie  four  leagues  westward  of  Gabes. 
People  resort  to  these  sulphureous  waters  from  all  parts  of  the  Regency. 
The  native  baths,  which  have  replaced  the  magnificent  structures  of  the 
Romans,  are  miserable  in  the  extreme.  Those  of  Truzza  are  formed  of 
small  vaulted  chambers  that  soon  fill  with  steam,  which  the  patient 
inhales.  Those  of  El  Hammah  are  thatched  hovels  over  basins  twelve 
feet  square  by  four  deep.  The  waters,  which  flow  from  these  basins, 
form  a  small  rivulet  which  serves  for  the  irrigation  of  the  gardens  of 
Truzza. 

At  Hammam  el  Enf,  or  the  bath  of  the  nose,  nine  miles  from  the 
capital,  the  Bey  has  a  palace,  and  there  are  besides  large  and  com- 
modious dwellings  belonging  to  some  Tunisian  functionaries,  each  of 
which  contains  a  bath,  independently  of  which  there  is  a  public 
establishment  for  private  individuals  and  a  bath  for  the  poor.  But, 
however  efficacious  the  above  thermal  springs  may  be  for  rheumatic  and 
other  affections,  the  baths  of  Courbous,  situate  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains on  the  east  of  the  Bay  of  Tunis,  opposite  the  Goletta,  surpass 
them  in  their  therapeutic  qualities  for  curing  rheumatic,  cutaneous,  and 
syphilitic  diseases.  Unfortunately,  the  accommodation  is  but  indiffe- 
rent. The  patients  drink  the  waters,  which  taste  like  nauseous  chicken 
broth,  for  a  week,  at  the  end  of  which  period  they  arc  made  to  take  a 
decoction  of  about  eight  aromatic  herbs  and  roots  prepared  in  the 
mineral  water.  There  is  likewise  at  Courbous  a  small  grotto  five  or  six 
feet  square,  through  which  the  water  passes.  It  is  called  the  Araka,  or 
sweating  place,  to  which  the  patients  resort  during  their  cure.  The 
heat  produced  by  the  steam  is  so  excessive  that  it  is  difficult  to  remain 
in  the  grotto  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  the  perspiration 
is  not  only  extremely  profuse,  but  it  partakes  of  the  smell  of  the 
aromatic  herbs. 

Educatiok  and  Schools. 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  state  of  primary  education  in  countries 
under  Mahommedan  rule  has  attracted  a  comparatively  small  share  of 
public  attention.  It  may  not  be,  therefore,  altogether  uninteresting  to 
state  the  number  of  schools  existing  here,  the  nature  of  the  studies 
pursued  therein,  as  well  as  the  names  of  the  authors  whose  works  are 
celebrated,  and  have,  in  this  country,  become  classical. 

Tliere  are  in  the  city  of  Tunis  59  primary  schools,  frequented  by 
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1,239  scholars,  who  are  taught  to  read  the  Koran  and  to  write.  Thev 
also  learn  tho  abridged  grammar  of  Ibn  Malek,  called  the  Alfia,  as  well 
as  the  Fokoh,  or  principles  of  jurisprudence,  and  the  religious  precepts 
of  Ibn  Acher. 

Besides  these  preliminary  schools,  there  are  27  medresses  or  col- 
leges, which  receive,  lodge,  and  board  231  scholars,  who  come  mostly 
from  the  province?,  either  to  complete  the  elementary  education  they 
have  alieady  begun,  or  to  prepare  themselves  for  admission  into  the 
XJniversity  of  the  Grand  Mosque  of  Jamea  Ezze'itouna,  the  chief  scat 
of  Tunisian  learning,  where  30  professors  of  the  first  class  and  12  of 
the  second  give  lectures  on  the  following  subjects  to  450  collegians  and 
to  30  candidates  for  professorships : — 

The  works  in  use  there  are  the  "  Tafsir,''  Baidhaw's  commentaries 
on  the  Koran,  as  well  as  those  of  Dhoul  GelaltJn,  by  Gelal  Eddin 
Essouyouti  and  by  Gelal  Eddin  El  Mahalli. 

The  "Kiraat,'*  or  the  ten  different  ways  of  pronunciationr  and 
accentuation  of  the  Koran  (this  book  being  a  most  important  one 
in  the  estimation  of  all  Mussulmans). 

The  "  G^ithounuafa'*  of  Sidi  Aly  Ennour  Essfaxi ;  the  "Chatbia" 
of  Sheik  Eschatbi;  and  the  "Jagaria*'  of  Sheik  Mohammed  El 
Jagari. 

The  "Hadith"  (precepts  and  sentences  of  the  Prophet  (traditions), 
by  Boukhari).  Commentaries  on  the  same  by  El  Kastallani ;  the  "  El 
Mouatta,"  by  Imam  Melek ;  the  "  Eschamaiel,"  by  Ettermidhi;  the 
"  Eschafa,"  by  the  Kadi  Aiadh  ;  and  the  "  Arbaine  Ennaouwire  "  (the 
forty  traditions),  by  Sheik  Naouawi  and  Moslem,  which  is  a  corollary 
to  Boukhari.  These  six  works  are  collectively  called  "El  Kotob 
Essataton,"  being  the  only  books  which  contain  the  traditions  reputed 
to  be  authentic. 

The  **Taouhid"  (Theology,  the  unity  of  God  and  his  attributes), 
the  "  El  Maouakef,*'  by  Esseyd ;  the  commentary  of  Essaad  on  the 
work  entitled  "El  Akaiid  Ennassafia**  ('dogmas'*  of  El  Sheik  Esse- 
noussi),  who  has  also  written  an  abridgement  of  his  work  in  verse, 
called  "  Metn  Essenoussi;'*  tho  "  Kassid,"  also  in  mnemonic  verse,  by 
the  author,  Sheik  Ahmed  Ezzouawi ;  and  the  commentaries  known  by 
the  nnme  of"  Jaouhara"  (the  pearls),  by  JSheik  Ibrahim-el-Lakani. 

The  "  Oussouls  "  (Bases  of  the  Divine  Bight  and  religious  duties). 
The  works  read  on  this  subject  are  the  "  Ettalouih,"  being  a  com- 
mentary by  Essaad  on  the  work  called  "  Ettaoudih,"  written  by  Ibn 
Hatem,  and  generally  known  as  Sadr  Escharia,  or  the  breast  of  divine 
law,  the  work  of  Gelal  Eddine  el  Mohalli ;  the  "  Ouraknt "  (the 
leaves),  by  Sheik  el  Hattab ;  the  commentaries  of  Ibn  Farashta  and  of 
Sheik  Biram  on  the  work  entitled  the  "  Manar  "  ^lantern)  ;  the  com- 
mentary of  Abad  Eddine  on  the  "  El  Mokhtassar  *'  of  Iben  el  Hageb ; 
and  the  "  Ettenkih,"  by  Karafi. 

The  "  Pokoh  "  (Jurisprudence  and  religious  practices  and  observ- 
ances for  the  sect  of  the  Hanafi).  The  works  entitled  "Eddor-el- 
Mokhtar,"  by  Sheik-el-Haskef ,  and  the  "  Eddorar,"  by  Sheik  Moula 
Hasrao;  the  commentary  of  Zailafi  on  the  "Kenz"  (Treasure),  who 
is  also  the  author  of  "  El  Jaouhare  '*  (Jewels),  being  commentaries  on 
the  works  of  El  Kodouri  and  of  Sheik  Hassan-el-Eschorombolall. 

The  "  Fokoh,*'  for  the  sect  ot  the  Maleki.  The  commentary  of  Lidi 
Abdel  Baki  on  the  work  called  "  El  Mokhtassar "  (the  abridged),  of 
which  Sidi  Halil  is  the  author;  the  commentary  of  Dardir,  being  a 
commentary  on  the  abridged  work  entitled  "  Akrab-ul-Massalik  ila 
mazhab  el  Imam  Malek,"  or  the  nearest  road  to  the  religion  of  the 
Imam  Melek ;  the  commentary  of  Kharchi,  as  well  as  that  of  Taoudi, 
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on  the  work  "Asmia,"  in  mnemonic  verse;  the  work  of  Ettsouli,  and 
the  commentaries  of  Ali  Zaid  on  the  "EeBsla;"  and  thoRO  of  Eseafti 
and  of  Maiiara  on  the  authors  Ibn  Tourki  and  Iben  Achar. 

The  "  Faraied  *'  (Laws  on  Inheritance).  The  work  called 
"Errahbia,"  and  several  commentaries  on  the  work  entitled  "Esse- 
ragia." 

The  Maani  Baian  (Budii-Shetoric).  The  best  works  on  rhetoric 
are  the  "Moutaoued  "  and  the  "  Estirad  "  by  Saad ;  the  "  Ettirad  "  is 
likewise  attributed  to  the  same  author,  being  a  compendium  of  the 
former,  in  consequence  of  which  it  is  kno^vn  as  the  "  Moukhtessar,'* 
but  these  two  works  are  commentaries  on  the  work  '*Ettalkis,"  by 
Kazouini,  who  edited  an  abridgement  of  the  grand  work  of  Sakaki ; 
the  commentary  of  Sabban  on  "  Issam ;"  the  "  Samarkandia "  fin 
mnemonic  verse) ;  and  the  "  Dmenhouri,"  being  a  commentary  on  the 
former,  which  is  called  after  the  author. 

The  "  Nahou  **  (Syntax  and  Etymology).  The  work  known  as  the 
"  Moghni-el-Labib,'*  a  treatise  on  proportions,  adverbs,  conjunctions, 
and  the  syntax,  by  Ibn  Hicham  ;  the  "  Achmouni  "  and  the  "  Macoudi  ;*' 
commentaries  by  Achmouni  and  Ibn  Akil  on  the  "  Alfla  '*  of  Ibn 
Malek;  the  "Taoudhih,"  by  Ibn  Hicham,  who  is  likewise  the  author 
of  the  "  Chednour,"  aR  well  as  an  epitome  of  his  work  entitled  the 
"Mokaddama;"  the  "Kattr  en  Nada;'*  and  the  "  Azharia,"  of  Sidi 
Ehaled. 

The  "Saref"  (the  Verb).  The  commentary  of  Zeujani;  the 
*^  Samiat-el-Afaal,"  and  the  epitome  in  mnemonic  verse,  by  Ibn  Malek. 

The  "Mantek''  (Logic).  The  **Kotob,*'  commentary  on  the 
"Besala  Eschamsia;"  the  work  of  El  Khabissi;  the  commentaries  of 
Bajour  on  the  work  of  Sellom,  in  verse;  the  " Moukhtassar **  of 
Sheik  Essenoussi ;  and  the  commentaries  of  the  Mufti  Sheik  Mohamed 
Bairam  on  the  work  entitled  the  "  Issaghogi,"  which  is  an  epitome  on 
logic. 

The  "Oroudh  "  (Versification  and  Measure).  A  work  which  bears 
the  author's  name,  El  Khzragi,  and  a  work  entitled  "  El  Mattlab  el 
Caffi  fi  rOroadh  oual  Kaoufi." 

The  "  Felec  "  (General  Cosmography).  The  work  of  Sheik  Essousi, 
and  the  '^Ziga,''  or  abridged  astronomical  tables,  the  authorship  of 
which  is  attributed  to  Olog  Bey. 

The  "Haia"  (Science  on  the  Formation  and  Movements  of  the 
Stars).  The  commentary  of  Saad  or  Essaad  on  the  epitome,  or  moukh- 
tassar,  of  Zaghmini. 

The  "Hessab ''  (Arithmetic).  The  work  of  El  Kalsadi ;  the  com- 
mentaries on  the  *'  l)orra/'  by  Sheik  and  by  Ibn  Felouca,  and  the  work 
entitled  "  Tadhcarat-el-ToUab  "  or  notes  on  the  science  of  accounts  for 
students. 

Besides  the  above  schools,  the  Prime  Minister  has  recently  esta- 
blished a  Lyceum  called  the  "  Saddikiyeh,"  where  150  Moorish  boys, 
of  whom  fifty  are  boarders,  montly  belonging  to  the  upper  classes,  are 
instructed  in  Arabic  and  French.  They  are  taught  geography,  anth- 
metic,  mathemetics,  and  modern  history,  the  introduction  of  Italian  and 
Turkish  is  also  contemplated. 

This  educational  establishment,  which  is  extremely  well-conducted 
in  every  respect,  is  under  the  management  of  a  director,  and  a  sub- 
director,  who  has  an  assistant,  and  two  ushers  to  aid  the  boys  in  pre- 
paring their  lessons.  Twelve  masters  teach  the  Koran,  and  Fokon  or 
religious  precepts  and  observances.  Eight  sheiks  give  lessons  in  Arabic 
and  two  European  professors  in  French  and  mathematics,  the  aggregate 
salaries  of  whom  amount  to  2001.  a  month,  paid  out  of  the  endowment 
apportioned  to  the  support  of  the  school. 
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ItrasUtes. — The  Israelites  are  divided  into  Tunisian  and  Portuffuese 
communities.  Thirteen  rabbis  of  the  former  and  four  of  the  latter 
community  teach  the  Talmud  Tora  to  700  and  150  scholars  respectively. 
There  are  besides  22  private  schools,  also  under  the  direction  of  rabbis, 
who  give  lessons  to  957  boys.  The  instruction  which  the  1,807  scholars 
receive  is  almost  exclusively  of  a  religious  character,  with  the  exception 
of  being,  taught  to  write  Arabic  with  Hebrew  letters.  There  are  no 
schools  for  females,  and  the  children  of  both  sexes  whose  parents  are 
desirous  to  give  them  a  superior  elementary  education,  send  them  to 
the  following  foreign  schools. 

JProtestant  Schools. — The  Protestant  schools,  established  by  the 
London  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  among  the  Jews, 
give  instruction  to  167  pupils — namely,  to  75  boys  and  92  girls — under 
the  direction  of  nine  masters.  Each  school  is  divided  into  four  classes. 
The  pupils  are  taught  to  read  and  write,  grammar,  arithmetic,  accounts^ 
geographjr,  history,  English,  French,  Italian,  and  Arabic.  They  like- 
wise receive  religious  instruction,  and  have  the  advantage  of  following 
a  course  of  technical  studies.  The  girls  have  the  benefit  of  a  similar 
instruction,  but  of  a  more  elementary  character,  and  are  taught  besides 
sewing  and  fancy  needlework.  It  is  needless  to  say  that,  with  the 
exception  of  three  Christian  boys  and  two  girls,  all  the  pupils  appertain 
to  the  Israelite  community. 

Italian  Oollege. — 275  boys  attend  the  Italian  College,  which  has 
also  a  branch  school  at  the  Goletta,  and  207  girls  attend  the  Italian 
female  school.  Both  establishments  enjoy  some  privileges  accorded  by 
the  Italian  Government,  which  furnishes  seven  professors  for  the 
former  and  six  for  the  latter  school.  The  local  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment is  presided  over  by  the  Consul- General.  The  course  of  studies 
pursued  being  nearly  similar  to  that  followed  in  the  Protestant  school 
tor  boys,  it  is  superfluous  to  enter  into  further  details  concerning  it, 
but  it  may  be  added  that  both  schools  are  open  to  the  children  of  all 
nationalities  and  creeds. 

French  Schools. — There  are  three  French  educational  establishments 
in  Tunis  and  one  at  the  Goletfca,  under  the  direction  of  the  Order  of 
the  Brothers  of  Christian  Schools.  The  children  of  the  poorer  classes 
are  educated  gratis,  but  those  of  the  upper  classes  pay  a  few  shillings 
a  month  for  the  support  of  these  establishments,  which  give  an  elemen- 
tary as  well  as  a  superior  course  of  education  to  902  boys  in  sacred 
history,  grammar,  geography,  arithmetic,  geometry,  bookkeeping  in 
single  and  double  entry,  French,  Italian,  Arabic,  caligraphy,  and 
drawing. 

With  the  exception  of  forty-seven  Israelite  and  fourteen  Moors,  the 
scholars  are  Maltese  and  Italians,  some  of  whom  have  passed  very  cre- 
ditable examinations  in  the  various  branches  of  study  taught  at  these 
schools. 

French  Female  Schools. — The  sisters  of  charity  of  the  Order  of 
St.  Joseph  have  two  schools  for  the  instruction  of  girls — one  for  the 
children  of  the  poor  and  indigent,  who  are  educated  gratis,  and  the 
other  for  those  whose  parents  can  afford  to  pay  a  trifling  sum  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  sisters.  200  girls  attend  the  former,  two-thirds  of 
whom  are  Maltese.  They  are  instructed  in  religion,  in  reading  Italian, 
and  in  sewing.  The  locality  which  serves  as  a  school-room  for  these 
children,  is  extremely  wretched  and  unhealthy,  the  children  are  crowded 
together  and  suffer  much  during  the  intense  heat  of  summer.  190  girls, 
of  whom  about  100  are  Maltese,  frequent  the  superior  school,  which  is 
divided  into  three  classes.  The  pupils  of  the  1st  class  pay  Is.  6J.,  those 
of  the  2nd,  2s.  6(/.,  and  those  ot  tne  3rd,  5s.  per  montn.    They  are  aU 
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instructed  in  religion,  to  read  and  write  Italian  or  French,  to  sew,  as 
weU  as  £anc7  work,  according  to  the  social  condition  of  their  parents. 

There  are  thirty  sisters  bdonging  to  this  Order  in  the  Begency,  who, 
besides  the  above  establishments,  have  also  schools  at  the  seaport  towns 
of  Sonsa,  Sfaz,  and  the  Goletta,  frequented  by  about  350  girls,  the  great 
majority  of  whom  are  likewise  Maltese. 

These  sisters  instruct  about  750  girls  under  great  difficulties  and 
personal  privations.  Without  any  fixed  pecuniary  resouroes  except  the 
few  shillings  they*  monthly  receive  from  some  of  their  pupils  and  the 
10/.  from  the  Government  of  Malta,  they  almost  exclusively  depend, 
for  the  indispensable  necessaries  of  life,  on  public  charity,  and  on  the 
proceeds  of  the  bazaars  occasionally  held  by  ladies  in  order  to  raise  a 
little  money  for  them.  They  are  oftentimes  left  without  any  means 
'  whatsoever ;  but  such  is  their  self-abnegation  that,  notwithstanding 
their  very  precarious  existence,  they  cheerfully  persevere  in  their  work 
of  charity  and  usefulness. 

Tunis,  September  27, 1875. 
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ExpoBTATiQH  from  all  the  Begencj  of  Tunis  in  the  Year  1874,  and 

Tariff. 


ArtidM. 

Qua-fcHf. 

'^■SS.' 

Price  Fne  an 
Boaii. 

Value. 

Pet 

£  i.   d. 

Per 

£  ».  d. 

£       ».d. 

Almoodi  in  shell 

Cwts. 

2,440 

Cwt. 

0    2    6 

Cwt. 

1  10  0 

8,660    0  0 

,,        withott  ahdL.. 

81 

,, 

0    7    6i 

„ 

8    80 

100  18  0 

AijaKQa(rootf¥r«]F«iii8)      -» 

Bwley     

Bonei      

Cwti. 

18 

188,400 
8,666 

^ 

0  0  »t 
0    2    4 
0    0    6i 

&. 

1  160 
1    28 
0    40 

81  10  0 

208,660  16  8 

738    4  0 

Botuioes         

Bran        

i» 

84 

2,712 

H 

0    2    6 
0    0    2 

II 

8  12  0 
0    8  11 

122    8  0 
418  18  8i 

Batter     

L874 

0  10    0 

II 

4  16  0 

6,598    4  0 

Coral 

Lbi. 

^886 

M. 

Lb. 

8  10  0 

1,347  10  0 

Cotton     

8 

II 

0  "4  Hi 

Cwt. 

•  10  0 

0    8  7 

Cotton,  sUk,  and  bair  mann- 
fJM^ures          ,„       

10  per  cent,  ad  TaL 

... 

1.774    0  0 

Pates,  Bser       

Cwts". 

lV682 

Cwt. 

0    0    84 
0    4  Hi 

Cwk 

0    4  0 

1,288    8  0 

::  ^  :::    :::    ::: 

4,990 

II 

II 

tno 

12,870    0  0 

1^882 

11 

0    0    9i 

I  16  0 

8,667  12  0 

„     Horra    •.. 

821 

0    1    7 

„ 

1    80 

1,149    8  0 

Esparto « 

.,     worked 

»i 

182,978 

;;     0  0  8| 

lOperwnLadTia. 

II 

0    64 

48,794    2  8 
6,380    0  0 

Figs,  dried         

Fish,  salted       

Fruit       

Cwts'. 

"816 

Cwt. 

0    1    Oi 

cwL" 

1  "6  0 

316    0  0 

n 

8^16 

... 

... 

11 

18  0 

9,217    6  0 
1,890    0  0 

Gbemem  Oonipcr  baxrits)-     .» 
Ooathair ^ 

Owts*. 

642 
11 

II 

0  "i  6 

0    8    0 

Cwt." 

II 

J  i'i  0 

2    80 

1,128  10  0 
26    80 

„    sldns 

. 

1,118 

jj 

0    6    0 

II 

8    00 

8,690    0  0 

Henna     ^ 

'll6 

0    1    61 

II 

2    20 

241  10  0 

Hides       * 

222 

jj 

0    •    Oi 

^1 

4    80 

921    6  0 

Honej 

2,080 

0    6    0 

II 

1  16  0 

8,744    0  0 

Indigo     » 

Leeches  ...       •••       .« 

uii 

5 
8 

vB. 

0    4  111 
0    2    6 

l£ 

9    00 
0  11  0 

0    9  0 
4    80 

Lemons «.       — 

Cases 

12,828 

Casa 

0    0    u 

Case 

0  12  0 

7,398  16  0 

Madder  root 

Cwts. 

u 

Cwt. 

0  10    0 

Cwt. 

2    70 

2  18  9 

Olive  oil ^       .« 

Tuns 

7,066 

Tun 

4  10    0 

Tun 

n  07 

229,178    8  1 

Olives 

Cwte. 

16 

Cwt. 

0    8    6i 

Cwt. 

1  00 

18    0  0 

OliTe  bosks 

1,289 

11 

0    0    If 

II 

0    06 

80  19  6 

Ore         •••       •«•       •••       ••• 

6,928 

0    0    7i 

0    60 

1,782    0  0 

Oxen       ...       —       »• 

H^ 

'876 

H^d 

0  12    2i 

Head 

7    00 

2,682    0  0 

Paste  of  wheat  •. 

Cwti. 

24 

Cwt. 

0    2    0 

Cwt. 

0  18  0 

21  12  0 

Polypi ... 

Pistachoee         ... 

1,610 

„ 

0    6    0 

II 

2    70 

8,669  18  0 

Lbs. 

165 

0  14    91 
0    4    2{ 
0    1    Oi 
0    1    0 

Lb. 

0    08 

8  10  0 

Pulse*     ...       «.       ...       ... 

Bags        ...       « 

Baisins     

8^. 

88,000 

6,261 

108 

r 

II 

1  10  0 

0  48 

1  18  0 

67,000    0  0 

1,460  18  0 

178    4  0 

Bed  caps .* 

... 

8  per  cent,  ad  yal. 

'  ^  "'  ^ 

12,981    0  0 

Semolina  ..•       m.       ..•       ... 

*"61 

Cwt. 

0    1    0\ 
0    1    Oi 

Cwtf 

Q  12  0 

80  12  0 

Sheep      ...        ...       .«       ... 

Sheepskins 

Silk         

H^ds 

2,790 

Head 

Head 

0    96 

1,826    6  0 

Cwts. 

'278 

Cwt.       0    8  lU 
8  per  cent,  ad  val. 

Cwt. 

2  17  0 

778    1  0 
498    0  0 

Silkworm  eggs 

Soap 

Cwts*. 

6,'898 

Cwt."' 

0    8    9i 

Cwti' 

1  "o  0 

626    0  0 
7,660  18  0 

Soda  (Barilla)     

Souek  (root  for  dyeing) 

Sponges,  washed         

unwashed     

Lta. 
CwU. 

90 
64 

608 
261 

II 

n 
II 

0  0  11 

1  4    6i 
0  16    0 
0    7    61 
0    2    0{ 

Lt 
Cwt. 

0    6  4 
0    08 
n    00 
tl2  0 

24    0  0 

1  16  0 

9,682    0  0 

662  12  0 

St  John*8  wurt 

" 

188 

II 

II 

100 

276    0  0 

Tallow     

68 

0    2    0 

2    7  0 

148    1  0 

Tan,  bark  for  tanning 

Tar 
Wax 

ft 

n\ 

II 

0    0    9^ 
0    2    6 

II 

1  18  0 
1    86 

168  18  0 
127  10  9 

i» 

1,840 

0    8    0 

t  12  0 

10,184    0  0 

Wheat     Z 

Wool,  Bonnetouf         

Cwts. 

149,414 
469 

£. 

0    4    6 
0    6  lU 

8i 

t  18  6 
2  12  0 

899,682    9  0 
1,219    8  0 

washed    ...        ...       ... 

417 

0    9  Ui 
0    4  11 

n 

•    86 

2,574  19  6 

„       wuouc^     ...         ...         ... 

„     unwashed          ...       ». 

** 

10,379 

II 

2  17  0 

29,680    8  0 

Woollen  manufactures 

Sundries  ... 

... 

6  per  cent,  ad  ral. 

... 

87,010    0  0 
7,600    0  0 

Total    ...       ...       ... 

1,143,827    0  91 

»  Indoding  maixe,  beans,  miDet,  4k,  ie^  isc. 
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Ihtosxlxiov  in  ^11  the  Begencj  of  Tunis  in  the  Year  1874. 


Articles. 


Anns  .  «■        

Boildteg  malerlila    . . 
OftiruvM^  €«rt8,  a&d  HarnesB 

C&arcok        

OlMBiicftls  and  melioines     • . 

Clo«biii(         

CMS 

Ootonisls        

GottSQ  (rMT  ud  sf  iimed)    . . 

Ooilon  loanciiuilazfes  *. 

Djpes    .. 

Bsfibenware  .. 

Floe  (rsw  and  masuflKstored) 

Fatniture 

Fbih  and  uuhb 

Qlaas   

Hardware       

FlaM 

HorB9,  mides,  and  ctMlo 
IiOA  and  olhor  melals  •• 

JtwcHciy  •«, 

Linen  maifactnrcB  .  • 
Hatcfav9  ••         •• 

Pkinfts  and  codonrs  .  •  •  • 
FerfiOMffy  ..  ••  •• 
Petroleum      ..        ,. 

X  TVTiSIMd  f  m 

Silk(raw)       

Silk  naBB&clares     .« 
Sflrer  fai  bullion 

Snallware 

Spices •  • 

Station^j 

Steaiine  eandles        . « 

Timber  

Tobacco  and  cigars  .  • 
Watches  and  e1ock«  .. 
Wines  and  spirits  . . 
Wool  (Australian  aid  Spanish) 
WooUen  manmfactores 
Sandries         

Total       


Talae. 


£       s.  d. 

11,768    0    0 

80,089    a    0 

1,680     0    0 

8,072    0    0 

8,065    0    0 

8.860    a    0 

18,168    a    0 

46,968    0    0 

41,618    0    0 

218,444    9    4 

20^464    0    0 

11,942    0    0 

4,660    0    0 

6,920    0    0 

29,240    0    0 

2,941     0    0 

7,685    0    0 

7,325    0    0 

48,987    4    C 

69,062    a    0 

18,210    0    6 

10,282    a    0 

2,584    0    » 

4,815    4    0 

12,448    a    9 

1,626  10    0 

86,114    8    4 

36,480    0    0 

84,198    0    0 

54,450    0    0 

15,476     0    0 

28,287    0    0 

6,187    0    0 

8,011     0    0- 

27,396    0    0 

8,178    0    0 

7,760    0    0 

80,947     0    0 

16,040    0    0 

26,840    0    0 

62,224    5    4 

•• 

1,014,678    7    0 
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Statement  of  the  Beceipts  effected  br  the  Council  of  Administration 
of  the  conceded  Bevenaes  from  the  1st  Julj,  1874^  to  80th  June. 
1875. 

£      i 

Bxportaiion  • 

(Duty  on  olive  trees)  Eanoon  of  Sahel   . .         . .         S6,246  11  0 

„  „  „  Sfex      .,         ..  8,172    5  4 

„  „  „         Southern  district  5,205    7  1 

Tithes  on  olire  tiees  of  the  sonthem  district      • .  885  14  0 

Tobacco  department 

Salt  department ••         •• 

Stamp  duty •         •  • 

Import  dnty,  3  per  cent 

„         on  wine  and  spirits 

Excise  dnty  (octroi)  

Grain  market  of  Tonis 15,067  12*9 

„  of  the  coast 8,824    9    0 

Tlie  6i  per  cent,  on  rents  •  •        . .         •  •        •  •  • . 

Charcoal  market •  • 

Excise  duty,  Soutliem  district 

„         Saliel  (coast)  

„         Sfax 

,f         Gerbi  ••  •• 

„         Bizerti  •• 

„         Goletta         ••  •• 

Farmed  rerenues,  gipsum 

„  fish        . .         •  •         •  •         • •  •  • 

„  sponges  and  polypi    •  •        •  •  •  • 

„  coral  fishery     ..         ••        ••  •• 

Expenses— 

Administrators          2,822  19    2 

Clerks  of  the  Qeneral  Administration        ..  806  17  11 

General  expenaes       991    6    2 

Expenses   for  the  payment  of  the  coupon 

abroad         1,981  15  10 

Kett  of  receipts  to  be  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  coupons  of  the  1st  January  and 
1st  July,  1875        

Supplementary  import  duty  of  5  per  cent,  for 
the  payment  of  the  coupons  in  arrears    . .  •• 

AsaboYC         ..  279,845  19    0 

Amount  required  for  the  payment  of  the 

coupons  due  on  the  1st  January,  1875, 

and  1st  July,  1875,  (No.  8  &  9X  equal  to 

6,250,000  frs.  at  different  exchanges       •  •  • .  257,917    7  10 

Suiplus  for  the  Tear  ..         ••        ••        ..  «.  21,428  11    2 


£   «. 

d. 

117,622  IS 

6 

) 

85,459  17 

5 

14,552  8  10 

8,619  14 

8 

8,811  8 

2 

16,069  9 

6 

1,487  12 

7 

18,752  3 

0 

18,892  1 

9 

4,752  18 

0 

841  6 

0 

3,150  15  11 

16,689  6 

0 

5,078  11  10 

2,956  6 

7 

1,886  17 

9 

624  19 

1 

2,087  14 

0 

8,755  19 

2 

1,984  2 

4 

821  8  10 

278,292  19  11 

6,052  19 

1 

279,845  19 

0 

22,716  2 

4 
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TURKEY. 

GALMPOLI. 

Mep^rthy  Vhse-Oonaul  Odonifor  the  Rnancial  Year  from  ike  let  of  Apriij 
1874y  to  the  Slst  of  March,  1876,  follmoed  hy  some  Remarks  vpen 
the  Administrative  and  Rseal  St/stems  of  the  District. 

Pboduce. 

Com. — ^The  harvest  though  toleraUj  good  has  yielded  about  a  fifth 
less  than  fa»t  year. 

Sariej^,  Oats. — Indiflferent  harvest. 

Lkuuedj  Sesame,  Anise  Seed. — Very  deficient  harvest  The  weather 
has  been  infEivourable  to  the  mowing  of  linseed  and  sesame,  and  the 
jiaase-«ee4  has  been  destroyed  by  locusts. 

Sye  tmd  Maize, — Indifferent  harvest. 

Canary  Seed, — Very  deficient  harvest. 

Orapes4 — Produce  plentiful,  and  of  a  superior  quality. 

OscsMts. — Tolerably  good  produce.  The  rearing  of  silk  worms, 
Japanese  quality,  bids  fair  to  gain  ^oimd  in  Abe  Ckxa  (canton)  of 
Obaibeni,  if  rearers  are  not  disheartened  by  toe  lengthened  a  deprecia- 
tion of  silks  in  European  markets. 

Cotton, — Plentiful  harvest,  fine  quality. 

Mohair, — Indifisnent  produce. 

IToo/.— About  SOOj^OO  okes,  or  20fiQ^  cwt. 

Sides  and  Skins. -^Ahoxit  70,000  pair,  half  of  whieh  w^^e  lamb  and 
kid  skins,  and  the  rest  sheep,  goat,  exen,  bnfiMo,  Ac 

Casiumal  Cheese. — Produce  amounted  to  about  10,000  Turkish  cantara, 
or  11,000  cwt. 

Melons  and  Water- Melons, -^TM&s^dBDk  harvest. 

EXPOETATION. 

Corn. — ^Xhcre  has  not  been  a  high  demand^  and  business  has  consc- 
rjuently  been  very  limited.  A  good  supply  has  remained  in  store- houses, 
and  will  likely  be  still  there  by  next  harvest.  Prices  35  to  37  pias.  per 
kileh,  or  21,  3*.  to  21.  5«.  6i.  per  quarter,  free  on  board ;  weight  61  to  63 
lbs.  per  bushel. 

JUarl^  Oats. — ^Business  very  limited. 

laaueed.  Sesame,  Anise  Seed. — Business  nil. 

Bye  emd  Maize. — Business  very  limited. 

Canary  Seed.  —There  has  been  an  active  demand,  and  rates  have 
been  exceptionally  high.  They  have  risen  from  25  to  160  pias.  per 
kileh,  or  9/.  per  quarter,  free  on  board.  The  highest  prices  since  1865 
have  never  come  up  to  21.  10s,  Exportation  has  been  at  a  decline  of 
25  per  cent,  on  last  year. 

Cotton. — The  exportation  of  cotton  has  been  almost  equal  to  that  of 
last  year,  the  only  difference  being  that  part  of  the  cotton  was  sent  to 
Salonica  under  the  form  of  cotton-seed,  to  be  there  mixed  up  and 
ginned  with  American  cotton-seed.  This  mixed  quality  has  met  with 
as  ready  a  sale  in  the  French  nmrket  as  pure  American.    The  textile 
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muat  oonieqiieiiilj  be  yeiy  fine.    Bates  from  8|  to  9|  piao.  per  dci^  or 
fin  average  value  of  5|i.  per  lb.,  free  on  board. 

Other  exports  have  been  at  a  decline  of  abont  33  per  eeat*  ob  last 
year,  with  hardly  any  difference  in  the  rates. 

iMPOmXATION. 

There  has  been  no  difference  worthy  of  note  between  the  present 
and  the  hist  yearns  imports. 

Ylvctvatigsb  in  Specie  Values. 

PisBtres. 

LivretaniiM  126  to  180 

lirre  sterling         ..     185  140 

2e-fhuioB  piece        109  114 

BoHimpaL  imperial         lie  ni 

Daeat  (KronH^ 634  0« 

Sil?er  medjidieh 24|  25l 

5-ficuios  piece  27^  28| 

The  Beshlik  went  up  from  108  to  104  pias.  for  the  liny  and  the 
5  pias.  piece  to  6^  in  commercial  transactions. 

Shifpiko. 

Nothing  deserving  of  note  as  regards  trade. 

Two  Greek  ships  "Evanghelistria"  and  "Ayos  Dionisius,"  laden 
with  com;  and  sailing,  the  former  for  England,  and  the  latter  for 
M araeillesy  haye  been  wrecked  on  the  same  day  in  the  Marmora  Sea,  on 
the  sand-bank  of  Doganaslan.    No  loss  of  life. 

The  Gkrman  barque  "  Go  Ahead,"  whose  coal  cargo  caught  fire,  has 
been  saved  by  submersion,  with  hardly  any  damage  to  ship  or  cargo. 

ComcEBCx* 

The  export  trade  has  decreased  by  40  per  cent,  on  the  returns  of 
last  year;  the  import  trade  has  been  much  the  same  as  that  of  last  veac 

With  the  exception  of  l^ransactions  in  canary-seed,  business  has  been 
yeiy  dull  throughout  the  year.  This  heaviness  is  chiefiy  owing  to. the 
small  number  of  sales  effected  ou  credit.  Since  the  forced  payment  of 
arrears  exacted  by  the  Government,  a  good  deal  of  hard  cash  has  passed 
away,  and  mifitrust  prevails  among  petty  tradesmen. 

DM^agateh,  the  head  line  of  the  railway  from  Adrianople  to  the 
JEgean  sea,  begins  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  Gallipoli  import  and  transit 
trade.      Manufactured  goods  which  passed  Gallipoli  in  transit  for 

a^umelia,  and  above  all  for  the  Ozoundjova  fair,  are  at  present  conveyed 
ither  v^  Dedeagatch,  and  the  chances  are  that  the  transit  of  exports 
will  be  effected  in  the  same  manner. 

Several  influential  persons  of  Gallipoli  and  of  the  Casas  (cantons) 
of  Oharkeui,  Malgara,  and  Airaboli, — the  two  latter  are  situated  in  the 
district  of  Eodosto, — have  applied  for  the  concession  of  n  branch  line, 
running  from  Senanli-Kupru  to  Ghillipoli,  or  at  least  to  Rac]a-Bo«trnoun, 
in  the  &ulf  of  Saros,  and  abutting  on  the  Constantinople  Adrianople 
Une.  They  have  even  promised  to  present  the  GovcroBMnt,  or  any 
eompany  that  would  undertake  the  oonirtruction  of  this  branch  line^ 
with  a  Biun  of  25,000  lire  in  ready  money  and  labourer's  wages. 

This  branch  line  would  run  tlurough  a  plain  which  ann«^y  yidds 
in  corn  crops  a  tithe  revenue  of  60,000  lire.    The  importation  of  salt 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


176  •    TirBKlT. 

from  the  Imperial  Saltworks  at  Kayak,  in  high  demand  throughout 
Boumelia  for  its  beneficial  action  on  sheep,  would  bring  in  continual 
profit  to  this  line,  and  the  undertaking  would  proye  yery  advantageous 
to  contractors. 

The  small  harbour  of  Bacla-Boumoun,  situated  beyond  the  strait,  is 
well  suited  for  navigation.  A  small  branch  line  from  this  point  to 
Gidlipoli,  would  bring  into  communication  with  Eoumelia  steamers 
crossing  the  strait  on  their  way  to  Constantinople,  the  Black  Sea, 
Azoffy  &c.,  and  back  to  the  Mediterranean,  the  Ocean,  &c. 

^OBICULTUBE. 

Agriculture  is  daily  acquiring  greater  extension.  In  the  district  of 
Gkdlipoli,  it  is  at  present  twice  what  it  was  in  1865.  Much  greater 
care  is  bestowed  on  the  growth  of  com  crops,  and  were  the  Government 
to  encourage  farming  the  produce  of  the  soil  would  soon  be  considerably 
increased. 

Rich  farmers  try  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  produce  by  importing 
fine  seed,  and  introducing  a  better  system  of  tillage,  but  the  exorbitant 
taxes  levied  on  the  produce  are  very  discouraging. 

The  difficulties  met  with  by  petty  cultivators  in  obtaining  money  at 
the  agricultural  banks,  are  so  great  that  they  generally  have  recourse  to 
usurers.  And  yet  the  funds  in  these  banks  belong  to  them.  It  is 
through  the  money  resulting  from  the  sale  of  their  own  com  and  oxen, 
and  paid  in  to  these  establishments  for  ten  consecutive  years,  that  these 
funds  have  accumulated  there. 

In  the  five  cantons  which  constitute  the  district  of  Gallipoli  there 
must  be  about  70,000  lire.  A  very  small  portion  of  this  sum  is 
unfortunately  appropriated  to  farming;  the  rest  is  given  by  favour 
(chatir)  to  Beys  and  Effendis  to  transact  business  on  their  own  account, 
or  lend  at  usurious  rates  to  small  cultivators,  who  cannot  succeed  in 
obtaining  money  at  the  agricultural  bankn. 

In  the  Caza  (canton)  of  Ghinmurdjina  there  were  27,000  lire. 
When  Tossoum  Pasha,  the  Mutessarif  of  Gallipoli,  demanded  the  audit 
of  accounts,  18,000  lire  only  were  found  entered  up.  His  Excellency's 
suspicions  were  awakened,  and  a  minute  examination  into  accounts  was 
ordered  by  him.  Not  a  farthing  of  the  integral  sum  was  found  in  the 
cofiers ;  four-fifths  of  it  had  been  dealt  out  to  Beys,  Aghas,  primates,  Ac, 
for  private  speculation,  and  poor  cultivators  meantime  were  being  ruined 
by  loans  contracted  at  usurious  rates  for  their  farming  requirements. 
A  stop  has  been  put  by  Tossoum  Pasha  to  this  state  of  things,  and  it 
would  be  expedient  that  as  much  might  be  done  for  the  other  cantons. 

TiTHB   GATHEBma. 

The  tithes  for  1874-76  have  been  collected  by  Government  oflBcials, 
but  unless  serious  measures  are  taken  to  prevent  abuses,  it  is  highly 
desirable  that  tithe  gathering  should  be  in  future  effected  through  other 
means. 

It  is  not  so  much  the  tithes  on  corn  crops  that  give  rise  to  abuse 
as  those  levied  on  cotton,  maize,  and  grapes,  the  collection  of  which 
is  carried  out  by  appraisement  on  the  fields.  The  latter  are  ruinous 
to  cultivators.  They  have  been  raised  above  80  per  cent,  by  arbitrary 
appraisement,  and  the  tithe  returns  of  the  Government  for  this  year 
bear  evidence  to  this  fact.  Though  relatively  deficient  in  crops  as 
compared  with  the  last,  this  year  has  been  very  profitable  to  tithe 
farmers,  while  the  last  was  ruinous  to  them. 
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A  precise  notion  of  the  above  statement  will  be  conveyed  by  the 
following  table,  which  is  official : — 


Lira  at  the  rate  of  108  piastres. 

QalllpoU. 

Cbarkeui. 

KeehazL 

Enos. 

Ghln- 
mnniUiiia. 

Total. 

Bj  sale  for  1878-74  ... 

An  expMues  cleared— 
For  1874-76,  a  Mir- 

plMOf     ...        ... 

For  1874-75,  a  de- 

fldtof     ...       ... 

Pias.    par. 
1,186,997  20 

1,267,997  00 
180,999  20 

Pias.    par. 
1,426,686  06 

1,799,060  00 
872,471  85 

Pias.    par. 
1,168,062  20 

1,862,802  00 
699,489  20 

Pias.  par. 
299.698  80 

851,400  00 
51,706  10 

Piastres. 
8,126,685 

2,254,634 

••• 
872,001 

Pias.    par. 
7,158,276  85 

7,585,898  00 
882,616  05 

Net  profit  for  1874-75 

... 

... 

... 

... 

882,616  06 

N.B.— The  deficit  in  the  receipt  for  Uie  caxa  (canton)  of  Qhinmor^ina  is  owing  to  the  almost  com- 
plete ftOnre  of  the  maize  crops^  its  chief  produce. 

Grapes  in  the  canton  of  Cbarkeui  have  been,  valued  double  their 
worth,  and  tithing  has  been  effected  at  the  rate  of  46  pias.,  Beshlik,  per 
100  okes,  or  67^  pias.,  current  money ;  thejr  were  sold  at  the  rate  of  36 
pias.  pej  100  okes,  current  money,  which  gives  a  difference  of  22^  pias. 

If  the  Government  continues  to  burden  the  Cbarkeui  and  Gallipoli 
vinejards  with  exorbitant  taxes,  it  will  be  impossible  to  keep  them  up. 
Besides  the  tithes  on  grapes  heavy  taxes  are  levied  on  wines. 

Beyeitxte  akd  Expinditube. 

The  revenue  which  for  1871-72  was  13,653,473  pias.— 3,000,000  of 
the  Fera  canton,  later  on  passed  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Adrianople, 
included— am ount€rd  to  16,576,240  pias.  for  1S74-75,  thus  giving  an 
increase  of  4,922,767  or  31|  per  cent,  within  four  years. 

The  expenditure  which  for  1871-72  was  2,750,928  pias.,  amounted 
to  1,963,400  for  1874f-76.  Allowing  300,000  for  the  canton  of  Fera, 
there  is  a  diminution  of  687,628  pias. 

Besides  the  above  revenue  of  16,676,240  pias.  the  indirect  taxes 
have  giyen  1,987,999  pias.  7  paras,  not  including  Enos  and  Ghinmurd- 
jina,  which  are  not  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Gallipoli  excise. 

BlTBaLABY. 

All  the  district  of  Gullipoli  has  been  put  in  a  commotion  by  the 
depredations  of  Circassians.  Energetic  measures  were  taken  by  his 
Excellency  Tossoum  Pasha  to  put  a  stop  to  their  burglaries,  and  a  good 
number  of  the  brigands  were  lodged  in  the  prison  of  Gallipoli.  But 
owing  to  some  differences  between  the  judge  and  the  Governor,  most  of 
the  ruffians  were  set  free.  The  consequence  of  this  carelessness  in 
judicial  quarters  has  been  a  renewal  of  still  more  daring  burglaries. 

For  a  time  no  one  dared  to  venture  out  of  the  city,  for  even  at  an 
hour's  distance  from  it  you  ran  the  risk  of  being  plundered,  wounded, 
or  killed  by  the  brigands  who  lurked  in  its  outskirts. 


Abhikistbatiok. 

There  is  generally  speaking  a  great  deal  of  shortcoming  in  the 
administrative  system  of  the  dii^ct. 
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The  pdioe  does  not  exert  itsdf,  save  in  cmses  when  orders  in 
proportion  with  the  misdeeds  and  crimes  are  given  hj  the  Governor. 

The  public  roads  are  totally  neglected,  and  education  is  ike  last  care 
of  the  administration. 

The  right  of  landed  property  granted  to  foreigners  is  very  obnoxious 
to  Turks,  and  the  difficulties  which  the  purchase  of  land  meets  with  at 
the  hands  of  the  authorities  are  so  groat,  that  foreigners  generallj  give 
up  the  attempt. 

Very  little  progress  has  been  done  on  the  whole  in  the  administrative 
system  since  the  promulgation  of  the  new  regulations,  laws,  &c.  Arbi- 
trary proceedings  are  prevalent,  and  a  great  mistake  it  is  on  the  part  of 
the  press — such  at  least  is  the  opinion  of  ^e  undersigned — ^to  prodaim 
so  loudly  t1^  progress  of  Turkey.  Its  capital  must  not  be  tsKon  as  a 
test  of  this  progress ;  the  beneficial  influence  of  the  representatives  of 
foreign  powers  is  no  doubt  felt  there ;  the  real  test  of  progress  in  Turkey 
lies  in  tne  state  of  its  provinces. 

Mtjeeain. 

There  has  been  in  the  whole  district  of  Gtallipoli  great  mortality 
among  cattle,  owing  to  cold  and  want  of  food. 

In  the  cantons  of  Ghlnmurdjina  and  Kechan,.typhus  prevails  among 
cattle,  and  a  disease  of  the  spine  among  horses,  which  are  carried  off  by 
it  within  twenty-four  hours. 

Lung-disease  prevails  among  cattle  and  sheep  in  the  cantons  of  Enos. 

Oallipoli,  March  31, 1876. 
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ZANZIBAR. 

Report  hy  Captain  JPrideaux  on  the  Trade  and  Oommerce  of  Zanzibar 
for  the  Tears  1873  and  1874. 


SioTiow  A, — Tbabb  of  Zakzibab. 

It  will  bo  conrenicnt  to  divide  this  portion  of  my  report  into  two 
sections;  the  first  comprising  a  few  remarks  on  the  present  condition 
of  the  trade  and  navia^ation  of  the  port  of  Zanzibar,  and  the  second  a 
very  complete  and  able  rSsumS  of  the  commercial  state  of  the  principal 
ports  on  the  mainland  of  Africa  to  the  northward  of  Zanzibar,  which 
has  been  drawn  up  by  Mr.  F.  Holmwood,  2nd  Assistant  PolititaJ 
Agent  and  Vice-Consnl,  and  is  the  result  of  the  oxperienco  gained  by 
that  officer  during  his  recent  mission  to  the  coast. 

It  has  been  frequently  pointed  out  by  my  predecessors  that  no  great 
reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  returns  furnished  to  this  agency  by  the 
custom-house  authorities  or  by  private  firms,  it  being  the  interest  of  the 
former  to  exclude  competitors  from  entering  the  field  when  the  quin- 
quennial sale  of  the  farm  takes  place,  and  of  the  latter  to  prevent  the 
establishment  of  rival  houses  in  the  place. 

It  is  also  impossible  to  procure  trustworthy  statistics  of  the  export 
trade  of  that  port,  as  no  returns  are  kept  except  at  time  of  entry,  when 
the  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty  is  levied.  A  tolerable  idea  can,  how- 
ever, be  formed  of  the  amount  of  exported  produce.  By  far  the  greater 
majority  of  these  articles  are  exported  to  Europe,  India,  and  America, 
and  it  is  on  them  that  the  trade  of  Zanzibar  chiefly  depends. 

Tbe  following  table  exhibits  in  pounds  sterling  tne  total  value  of 
tlie  import  trade  at  Zanzibar  for  the  years  1807-68  (the  latest  penod 
•exported  on),  1872-73,  and  1873-74.  The  commercial  accounts  of  the 
^ce  are  made  up  to  the  22nd  day  of  August,  the  dal«  of  the 
If  owroz  :— 

Ikk>bt«  at  Zanzibar  Custom-House,  exclusive  of  Coast  Produce. 


Year. 

Valu« 
imported. 

Increase. 

I>0ereMe. 

1867-«a  .. 
1872-78  .. 
1873-74  .. 

£ 

483.698 
840,505 
895,252 

•  • 
6^*747 

93,188 

It  will  be  apparent  from  the  above  that  the  trade  of  Zanzibar  cannot 
be  e<m»idered  at»  io  a  very  satisfactory  condition  just  at  present,  Thig 
is,  I  think,  chiefly  attributable  to  the  existing  transitional  state  of 
affiiirs.  The  action  taken  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  with  regard 
to  the  slave  trade  has  unsettled  the  minds  of  the  m^cantile  eottmnnity, 
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who  scarcely  know  whether  to  consider  the  present  arrangements  as 
final  or  not,  and  it  will  probably  be  some  time  before  confidence  is 
restored.  A  marked  improvement  is,  however,  perceptible  in  the 
returns  for  last  year. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  total  value  of  the  import  trade 
from  Great  Britain,  British  India,  and  Eutch  for  the  years  1867-68, 
1872-78,  and  1878-74:— 


Year. 

Yalue 
imported. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1867-68  .. 
1872-78  .. 
1878-74  .. 

153,805 

188,515 

-  169,758 

£ 
81V248 

£ 
14,790 

The  ratio  of  British  interests  in  Zanzibar  as  compared  with  the 
whole  of  the  foreign  trade  is  thus  extremely  favourable. 

The  following  are  the  principal  articles  in  which  an  increase  is 
observable  in  the  returns  ■  for  1872-78  as  compared  with  them  for 
1867-68 :— 'Fish,  salt ;  fruits,  dried ;  grain  and  cereals,  ivory,  salt,  and 
timber. 

A  decrease  is  perceptible  in  the  following  articles : — ^Arms,  beads, 
cotton  cloth,  cordage,  metals,  perfumery  and  drugs,  soap,  sugar,  wines 
and  spirits,  and  wire  (copper  and  iron). 

In  1873-74,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  following 
articles  show  an  increase : — ^Arms,  beads,  cotton  cloth,  crockery,  gun- 
powder, metals,  oil  and  oil  seeds,  perfumery  and  drugs,  soap,  sugar, 
timber,  wax,  and  wire.  A  decrease  is  exhibited  in  the  following  items : — 
Gold  lace,  grain  and  cereals,  ivory,  wines  and  spirits. 

It  is  impossible,  without  possessing  a  more  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  local  conditions  which  affect  the  trade  of  Zanzibar  than  any 
one  after  only  a  year's  residence  can  pretend  to,  to  account  satisfac- 
torily for  these  fluctuations.  I  may,  however,  allude  to  the  significant 
&ct  that  the  items  of  arms,  beads,  and  wire,  which  show  a  marked 
decrease  in  the  returns  for  1872-73,  more  than  recovered  their  position 
in  1873-74.  It  is  no  secret  that  while  the  negotiations  for  the  Treaty 
of  1878  were  in  progress,  all  orders  for  these  articles  (which  are  chiefly 
used  in  connection  with  the  slave  trade,  the  "  arms  '*  being  miserable 
muskets  worth  a  few  shillings  each),  were  cancelled,  whilst  their 
renewal  in  the  following  year  aflbrds  a  melancholy  proof  of  the  vitality 
of  the  land  traffic,  to  which  public  attention  is  now  directed. 

The  value  of  imports  from  the  coast  to  Zanzibar  during  the  years 
1867-68, 1872-73,  and  1873-74,  is  shown  in  the  following  table :— 


Year. 

Value  of 
linport& 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1867-68  .. 
1872-78  .. 
1878-74  .. 

821,642 
866,228 
255,987 

£ 
44,581 

£ 
11(),'286 

The  following  articles  of  coast  produce  show  an  increase  in  1872-78 
as  compared  with  1867-68: — cloves,  cocoauuts^  copal,  and  molasses. 
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A  decrease  is  observable  in  the  following  articles: — cassaya-root, 
cowries,  copra  and  coir,  ghee,  ivory  (slight),  and  orchilla. 

In  1873~74i  the  following  fluctuations  occur: — ^Increase— copra  and 
coir,  ghee,  hides,  and  sesamum.  Decrease — cloves,  copal,  cereals, 
ivoiT,  and  timber. 

It  is  not  easj  to  account  for  the  decrease  in  the  import  of  doves 
during  the  last  year.  According  to  the  custom-house  returns,  the 
amount  imported  into  Zanzibar  from  Pemba  in  1872-73  was  valued  at 
500,000  doL,  and  in  1873-74  at  200.000  doL,  but  I  am  assured  bj  one 
of  the  principal  merchants  of  Zanzibar  that  these  figures  are  not  correct, 
and  that  the  following  statement  approaches  nearer  to  accuracy : — 


Year. 

Amoant 
imported. 

Price 
perFrasilah. 

Total  Value. 

1872-78  .. 
1878-74  .. 

Fraulabs. 
80,000 
50,000 

Dollaia. 
6 

8 

DoUara. 
480,000 
400,000 

According  to  the  Same  authority,  the  crop  for  1874-75  is  expected 
to  reach  80,000  frasilahs  of  85  lbs.  per  frasUab,  which  at  the  present 
price  of  9  dol.  per  frasilah  will  realize  a  total  value  of  720,000  d<w. 

The  falling-off  in  ivory  is  due  partly  to  the  war  with  Mirambo  in 
TJnyanyembe,  and  partly  to  the  prohibitory  duties  which  have  lately 
been  imposed  by  the  Sultan,  and  which  have  a  tendency  to  divert  the 
trade  to  Mozambique  and  the  Somali  country. 

OrchiUa  weed,  formerly  one  of  the  staple  products  of  the  coast,  is 
now  a  drug  in  the  market.  Large  quantities  exported  in  former  years 
are  still  lying  unsold  in  the  warehouses  of  Marseilles,  and  the  Califomian 
weed,  though  not  equal  to  the  finer  descriptions  of  orchilla  produced 
on  the  East  Coast,  is  so  much  cheaper  that  it  has  driven  the  latter 
entirely  from  the  field. 

The  foreign  trade  at  Zanzibar,  as  distinct  from  the  British,  is  carried 
on  by  two  dierman,  one  French,  and  three  American  houses.  I  have 
been  favoured  by  the  German  Consul  with  the  following  details  of  the 
trade  which  has  passed  through  the  hands  of  the  two  Hamburg  houses 
of  Oswald  and  Co.  and  Hanaing  and  Co.,  dui'ing  the  years  1872  and 
1878.    The  returns  for  1874  have  not  yet  come  to  hand:—- 


Impobib. 


Articles. 

1872. 

1878. 

Grey  and  coloored  cottoa  goods 
Sundry  manufactured  goods 
Glaaaware  and  beads 
Arms  and  ammunition 
Sundry  hardware  . . 

Iron           

Sundry  small  ware 
„      merchandise 

Dollars. 

165,000 

192,000 

68,500 

75,000 

8,000 

11,500 

88,000 

15,000 

Dollars. 

240,000 

185,000 

84,000 

61,600 

5,000 

6,000 

15,600 

87,000 

Total    .. 

- 

568,000 

684,000 
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Articles. 

1872. 

1878. 

CioTes       

OrchiUa««o4       

Timber 

Hides        

CocM-Mi  ett  and  eopn  .• 

g««<»        

Besamum 

Ivory         

Soodnea 

Bollara. 
53/)00 
10,000 
81,000 

2,000 
122,000 

8,000 
21.000 
82,500 
19,000 
11,600 

DollaiB. 

52.000 

17,500 

27,000 

2,000 

78,000 

2,000 

5,500 

56,000 

106,000 

86,000 

Total 

860,000 

877,000 

The  American  houses  represented  at  Zanzibar  are  Messrs.  John 
Bertram  and  Co.,  Messrs.  Arnold,  Hines,  and  Co.,  and  Mr.  John  Sopas. 
Daring  the  two  years  1873  and  1874,  the  value  of  the  inward  and 
outward  cargoes  (exchiding  treasure)  was  as  follows : — 


BySaiUng 
Yewela. 

By  Mail 
Steomen. 

Total 

Inward  cai^goes 
Oatward     „ 

Dollan, 
619,605 
046,516 

Dollars. 
800,850 

DolUn. 

619,605 

1,246,866 

The  above  return  does  not  include  600,000  dol.  worth  of  American 
gold  which  was  imported  into  Zanzibar  by  the  mail  steamers. 

The  French  trade  of  Zanzibar  is  in  the  hands  of  the  MarseiUes  firm 
of  Boux  de  Praissinet  and  Co.  1  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any 
details  of  the  transaction  of  this  house. 

The  establishment  of  the  new  lines  of  mail  steamers  has  effected  a 
revolution  in  the  carrying  trade  of  Zanzibar.  The  port  is  now  con- 
nected with  Aden,  and  thence  with  Bombay  and  England,  by  Hxe 
monthly  mail  service  of  the  British  India  Steam  Navigation  Company ; 
with  the  Comoro  Island  and  Madagascar,  by  the  steamers  of  the  same 
Company  serving  under  contract  with  the  French  Government,  and 
witk  Natal  and  th^  Cape  by  th«  rmmI  serviee  of  the  Union  Conpaay. 
It  is  scarcely  too  much  to  say  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  smsul 
sailing  vessels  employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  the  whole  of  the  com- 
merce of  Zamsibar  is  now  conveyed  in  English  bottoms. 

The  follovinir  table  exhibits  the  nunber  luid  tonnage  of  s^ttare-rigffed 
Teasels  and  marehant  schooners  that  have  entered  the  port  of  Zanzibar 
during  the  yea^  1878  and  1874:— 
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1878. 

1874. 

ToUL 

Kftti<maltt3r. 

1 

•| 

i 

{ 

1 

! 

Bnglish  BteamefB 

„        BsilillgTMKlt.. 

Americui        „ 
Genua  Bteftmen 

French             „ 

Pbiioguesa       „        ..        ;. 
Dateh               „         ..        ,. 
Dndih 

22 

10 
8 
6 

8 
5 

1 
8 

•  • 

•  • 
1 

22,680 
8,865 
4^964 
7,800 
8,680 
1,789 
1,400 
700 

•  • 

•  • 

40 

4 

11 

8 

0 

a 

2 
2 
2 

1 

80,874 

1,810 

4,449 

8,950 

4,056 

2,044 

850 

500 

1;800 

800 

62 
14 

la 

0 

17 

18 

8 

5 

2 

1 

58,518 
5,675 
0,41S 

11,750 
7,686 
8,788 
2,250 
1,200 
1,800 
800 

There  are  no  returns  of  the  numher  of  dhows  or  native  vessels 
entering  Zanzibar  under  English  occurs,  but  the  number  of  pro- 
visional passes  of  British  registry  given  to  vessels  under  British  or 
British  Indian  ownership  amounted  to  216  in  1873  and  to  206  in  1874. 
The  following  statement  of  the  number  of  dhows  bearing  French 
colours,  which  have  entered  Zanzibar  during  the  years  1872, 1873,  and 
1874^  may  be  of  interest : — 


Tesr. 

Kunber. 

Toanage* 

1872 

1878 

1874 

67 

98 

100 

8,406 
4,906 
4,868 

On  careftiUy  reviewing  the  present  commercial  position  of  Zanzibar^ 
it  is  impossible  not  to  feel  that  at  present  it  offers  by  no  means  an 
digible  field  for  the  employment  of  English  capital. 

The  disastrous  effects  of  the  hurricane  of  April,  1872,  have  not  yet 
passed  away,  and  the  transitional  state  of  thinfi;s,  to  which  allusion  has 
been  made  above,  will  not,  it  is  to  be  feared^  be  remedied  until  some 
neaaores  have  beep  taken  to  place  the  question  of  the  inland  duties 
upon  a  sounder  basis,  and  to  ensure  a  sufficient  revenue  to  the 
SSstAe  without  having  recourse  to  an  injudicious  interference  with 
the  natural  course  of  trade.  The  whole  mercantile  community  is 
unanimous  in  declaring  that  trade  was  never  so  dull  as  at  the  present 
time,  and  thia  depression  will  continue  to  be  felt  until  some  radical 
change  is  effected  in  the  conditions  under  which  the  commerce  of  the 
East  Coast  is  carried.  Ivory,  the  staple  product  of  the  coast  is,  firom 
vacioua  reasons,  almost  excluded  from  the  Zanzibar  market;  the  un« 
settled  state  of  the  Somali  ports,  which  are  the  chief  emporia  of  the 
teade  in  hides,  is  causing  the  German  houses  seriously  to  take  into 
eonaideration  the  advisability  of  continuing  their  local  agencies ;  and 
the  onty  article  for  which  there  appears  to  be  a  high  demand  and 
«oiresponding  profits  owes  its  favourable  position  in  the  market  to  the 
£EUst  that  the  hurricane  spared  the  clove  plantations  of  the  island  of 
Pemba,  and  that  no  competition  is  to  be  feared  from  any  other  part  of 
the  Sultan's  dominions.  The  cultivation  of  sugar,  regai*ding  yk  hi(m  such 
high  anticipations,  were  formed  some  years  ago,  has  only  met  with  very 
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moderate  Buccess,  owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  seasons  of  Zanzibar. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  present  state  of  the  currency  must  be  con* 
sidered;  the  circulating:  medium  consisting  of  American  geld  and 
Indian  rupees,  both  considerably  overyalued,  has  driven  ^glish  gold 
out  of  the  market,  and  the  course  of  exchange  must  necessarily  be 
unfavourable  to  English  traders. 

At  the  time  the  American  gold  dollar  was  legalized  as  the  monetary 
unit,  it  was  anticipated  that  English  sovereigns  would  be  imported  in 
sufficient  numbers  to  counterpoise  the  impetus  given  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  American  coin.  This,  however,  did  not  prove  to  be  the 
case,  and  the  English  sovereign  has  consequently  been  demonetized.  It 
is  now  so  rare  in  Zanzibar  that,  although  its  value  in  relation  to  the 
gold  dollar  is  4  dels.  86c.,  it  cannot  be  purchased  under  4  dels.  93c.| 
and  remittances  on  England  can  only  be  effected  therefore  at  a  heavy 
loss.  The  fictitious  value  of  the  American  gold  dollar  bein^  now  fixed 
by  usage,  no  fresh  importations  of  English  sovereigns  would  suffice  to 
solve  the  difficulty,  as  they  would  inevitably  be  undervalued. 

Sbctiok"  B.— Aoeicultubal  and  CoitQiEBciAL  Bepobt  on  the 
KoBTHEEK  Dominions  of  the  Sultan  op  Zanzibab. 

The  statistics  given  in  the  following  sketch  of  commerce  and 
agriculture  on  the  East  Coast  of  Africa,  north  of  Zanzibar,  for  the 
commercial  year  ending  22nd  August,  1874,  cannot  be  considered 
strictly  accurate,  no  satisfactory  means  existing  for  checking  the 
figures,  they  are  therefore  inserted  incidentally  rather  than  in  a  tabular 
form.  Those  relating  to  commerce  may  be  taken  as  placing  trade  in  a 
less  prosperous  light  than  it  actually  was. 

As  far  as  possible  each  district  is  considered  separately,  though 
from  the  general  nature  of  the  report  this  plan  cannot  be  fuUy  carried 
out. 

Mombasa  and  TaJeaungu, — Mombasa  is  a  town  of  about  12,000 
inhabitants,  mostly  Swahilis.  The  British  subjects  consist  of  the 
Indian  community  numbering  96  houses,  namely,  52  Bohras,  30 
Memons  and  Scindis,  and  14  Hindus,  and  the  members  of  the  two 
Mission  Stations  at  Bibe  and  Babai  numbering  11  Europeans,  including 
children. 

The  town  is  situated  entirely  on  the  island  of  Mombasa,  or  Mvita, 
as  it  is  called  by  the  natives,  a  small  island  about  three  miles  Ions  by 
one-half  broad,  Iving  in  a  deep  bight  well  sheltered  •at  all  seasons  oi  the 
year.  The  creefts  which  separate  it  from  the  mainland  are  deep  and 
accessible  to  the  largest  vessels,  forming  north  and  south  harDours 
capable  of  accommodating  a  fleet  of  men-of-war  and  afibrdin^  the— on 
this  coast — unusual  advantage  of  safe  landing  during  the  whcne  year. 

The  creeks  branch  out  above  the  island,  and  give  great  facilities  for 
bringing  down  produce  from  the  "Wanyika  country  for  about  twelve 
miles  inland. 

The  town  is  built  along  the  banks  of  the  north  harbour,  which  alone 
is  now  in  use,  though  that  to  the  south  is  more  commodious. 

The  exports  consist  of  millet  {holcus),  Indian  com,  ivor^,  copal,  and 
sesamum  (oil-seed).  Bice  and  a  few  other  cereals,  also  mamoc  (cassava;) 
and  sugar-cane  are  grown  for  home  consumption  chiefly.  Wax  and 
india-rubber  might  be  exported  in  large  quantities,  but  the  natives  are 
everywhere  wanting  in  that  enterprise  which  would  lead  Europeans  at 
once  to  prepare  these  valuable  products  from  the  raw  material.  In  the 
districts  around  Mombasa  I  observed  cotton  of  two  varieties  growing 
wild^  yet  quite  free  from  blight  or  insects. 
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The  whole  of  the  copal  and  Indian  corn  comes  from  the  Wanyika 
countries,  though  there  are  said  to  be  very  extensive  deposits  of  the 
former  in  the  Teita  range  of  hills  which  trend  north  and  south, 
averaging  ninety  miles  from  the  coast.  The  millet  is  grown  by  slave 
labour  in  the  surroujiding  plantations  and  the  ivory  comes  from  TJkamba 
Teita,  Cbaga  and  the  Masai  country. 

There  is  a  considerable  amount  of  slave-dealing  carried  on  here, 
numbers  of  the  people  acting  as  agents  for  proprietors  in  the  Takaungu 
districts,  also  as  overseers,  guides,  &c.,  in  connection  with  the  new  land 
route. 

^he  customs  duties  for  the  year  jilst  ended  are  given  as  follows : — 

Dollars. 

>  720  frasilaha  ivory,  at  8  do! 2,160 

Copal,  hippopotamas   teeth,   rhinoceros  horns, 

and  xnisceliianeous  produce 1,836 

Goods  imported  direct  from  Bombay  and  Koch 

(5  per  cent.) 104 

Total        8,600 

The  total  for  the  year  1872-3  amounted  to  5,116  dol.,  and  there  is 
thus  a  decrease  of  1,515  dol.  in  the  duties  for  1873-4,  yet  the  state  of 
trade  is  declared  to  be  unaltered,  except  that  the  millet  harvest  having 
&r  exceeded  the  average,  a  much  larger  export  of  that  grain  is  taking 

Elace.  The  cause  of  this  decrease  in  duty  is  that  the  mail  steamers 
ave  taken  the  import  trade  out  of  the  hands  of  the  native  dhows,  so 
that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  cotton  and  manufactured  goods  now  comes 
through  Zanzibar  instead  of  to  Mombasa  direct.  The  5  per  cent,  duty 
is  therefore  paid  at  Zanzibar  instead  of  at  Mombasa  as  formerly. 

The  late  customs  master,  Khimji,  has  been  dismissed  &om  bis 
appointment  and  replaced  by  Lalji  Ananji,  a  young  Wania  of  very 
ordinary  stamp,  who  was  unable  to  give  me  the  slightest  information. 
Khimji  procured  the  above  statistics,  and  at  the  same  time  informed 
me  that  at  least  a  third  should  be  added  to  any  statement  of  customs 
receipts  procured  from  custom  house  books  at  the  coast  towns.  Not- 
withstanding his  dismissal,  this  Banian  seems  to  be  still  the  leading 
man  among  the  Indian  community  here. 

The  principal  exports  of  Mombasa  are  millet  and  Indian  com, 
which  paid  no  duty  up  to  the  date  of  this  report.  The  former  is  grown 
by  slave  labour  in  the^plantations,  and  the  latter  brought  down  entirely 
by  the  Wanyika,  who  cultivate  it  largely. 

Takaungu,  however,  is  quite  taking  the  place  of  Mombasa  as  a 
grain  port.  It  is  situated  about  thirty  miles  to  the  north.  Sheikh 
Kashia  al  Mazrui,  the  governor,  and  many  of  his  relatives,  being  large 
landed  proprietors  and  cultivators,  and  being  thus  identified  with  the 
interests  of  the  country,  which,  moreover,  has  been  ruled  by  the 
house  of  Mazrui  for  centuries,  may  have  much  to  do  with  this  prosperity, 
but  the  soil,  from  all  accounts,  of  the  country  above  Takaungu,  which 
has  lately  been  brought  so  largely  under  cultivation,  is  unequalled,  and 
the  surrounding  tribes  being  peaceable,  everything  is  in  favour  of  this 
district. 

The  port  of  Takaungu  is  its  one  disadvantage,  it  being  a  tidal  creek 
with  a  dangerous  bar.  Several  dhows  have  been  wrecked  here  lately, 
and  Kilife,  three  miles  to  the  north,  will  be  the  future  port  of  this 
district,  as  long  as  the  grain  trade  is  confined  to  native  vessels.  This 
place  ia  a  broad  creek,  well  sheltered,  and  without  any  bar,  in  fact 
almost  a  bay  or  cove.    Dhows  of  the  largest  size  can  enter  and  lie  there 
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during  the  whole  year;  a  hard  and  broad  road  has  also  beeu  completed 
between  it  and  Takaungu. 

I  had  no  opportunity  of  visiting  Takaungu  district  this  year,  and 
caimot  therefore  speak  with  certainty  as  to  the  extent  of  its  cultivation ; 
but  if  ths  information  I  received  is  to  be  relied  on,  this  place  is  rapidlj 
rising  to  importance,  and  is  likely  to  become  one  of  the  future  granaries 
ofEastAfnca. 

MalMi  and  Mambrui, — ^Malindi  is  a  town  of  about  5,000  inhabi* 
tants,  situated  62  miles  north  of  Mombasa.  It  possesses  a  fine 
harbour,  but  is  exposed  to  rollers  during  the  norbh-east  monsoon. 

Mambruiy  a  town  of  500  or  600  inhabitants,  is  situated  in  the  same 
bay  but  outside  the  harbour,  and  the  only  landing  is  over  a  semi-circular 
bar  of  coral,  which  breaks  the  rollers  to  a  certain  extent,  but  must  be 
passed  at  high  water  at  the  risk  of  shipping  a  heavy  sea,  which  not 
unfrequently  swamps  dhows  venturing  to  this  place.  It  is  twelve  miles 
from  Malindi  by  land,  imd  tiie  fiiver  Sabaki  enters  the  bay  half  way 
between  the  two  places.  It  is  under  a  separate  governor,  who,  how- 
ever, was  merely  placed  there  to  endeavour  to  open  up  the  caravan 
routes  through  the  Galla  country.  In  this  he  has  met  with  but  partial 
success,  and  as  all  business  now  done  there  passes  through  the  hands 
•  of  merdiants  whose  head-quarters  are  at  Malindi,  it  is  hardly  possible 
to  look  upon  these  two  places  as  separate  districts,  they  are  therefiwe 
taken  together  in  this  report. 

The  Lidian  community  comprises  30  Bohra,  5  Memos,  2  Khoja^  and 
12  Hindu  houses. 

Here  the  bulk  of  the  trade  is  in  millet  (holcus)  and  sesamum  (ml 
seed).  As  nian^  as  thirty  large  dhows  leave  during  September  and 
Ociober  laden  with  the  former,  principally  for  Makulla,  and  in  February, 
March,  and  April  from  fifteen  to  twenty  are  loaded  with  the  latter. 
The  millet  harvest  is  over  early  in  September ;  the  sesamum  gets  ripe 
eariy  in  November,  and  is  finished  gathering  towards  the  end  of  t^e  year. 

The  plantations  extend  for  ali^ut  twelve  miles  inland,  and  nothing 
but  the  fear  of  the  Oalla  and  Wasania  tribes  that  surround  them 
^[■events  the  cultivation  from  extending  as  far  as  at  Takannga.  The 
town  pays  450  dol.  per  annum  to  these  tribes  to  purchase  peace,  and  it 
is  unaerstood  that  the  apprehension  and  return  of  runaway  slaves  is 
included  in  the  bargain. 

The  soil  is  extresiely  fertile  without  being  either  heavy  or  damp. 
Bush  land,  after  being  roughly  reclaimed  by  burning;,  prod'uees  heory 
orops  for  five  consecutive  years  without  any  kind  of  dressing,  the 
sowing,  however,  is  carefully  performed,  and  weeds  are  kept  under. 
Insects  are  not  troublesome,  but  enormous  flocks  cd  small  birds  are  the 
pests  of  the  farmer  here,  and  were  the  only  things  greatly  complained 
of  when  conversing  with  ]>roprietors  of  land. 

The  sesamum  seed,  which  is  all  of  the  black  variety,  grows  as  cleanly 
as  the  grain,  and  one  may  Walk  for  miles  t}irough  fields  closely  and 
regularly  planted  without  being  able  to  no^ce  a  spot  of  blight  or  a 
patch  destroyed  by  insects. 

This  year  the  millet  harvest  baa  been  exceptionally  prosperous,  and 
the  sesamum  crop  bids  fair  to  be  equally  so,  both  in  equality  and  quantity. 
The  market  price  of  the  former  has  rapidly  sunk  irom  2  dol.  75  c.  per 
gisleh  of  320  lbs.  to  2  dol.  25  c,  and  the  price  of  the  latter  is  expected 
to  average  4  ioL  or  4  dol.  25  c.  per  gisleh  of  250  lbs.  These  ratos  are 
lower  than  have  obtained  for  years  past. 

The  millet  is  shipped  off  at  once  for  Makulla  and  Zaneibar,  but  the 
sesamun  is  mostly  stored  till  the  beginning  of  the  south-west  mionaoonr— 
about  4^  months — ^when  it  is  shipped  to  Arabia,  but  part  m  sent  to 
Zanzibar  during  the  north-east  monsoon. 
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There  is  a  small  export  of  Indian  conL  The  duties  on  grain  up  to 
date  of  this  report  were : — 

Dol.  c. 

Hniet  (holciu)       0    ISipergiddi. 

SMtmum  (oil  seed) 0    25  „ 

IndisQ  com 5  per  cent,  ad  Talorem. 

I  had  much  difficulty  in  ohtaining  the  statistics  of  the  customa 
dntios  of  this  district.  Fremji  Oderji,  the  Customs  Master,  evidentlj 
thinking  it  against  his  interests  to  answer  my  enquiries,  hut  I  obtained 
the  following  through  Ali  Dina,  a  Khoja,  who  is  quite  the  leading  man 
in  the  Indian  community. 

The  duties  for  the  year  1872-78  amounted  to  4,000  dol.,  and  for  this 
year,  1873-74,  to  3,600  doL 

The  decrease,  500  dol.,  is  attributed  to  the  same  cause  as  that  at 
Mombasa.  The  increase  consequent  on  the  prosperity  of  the  harresta 
does  not.appear,  as  it  will  be  credited  to  the  revenue  for  1874-75. 

Ozy  and  Tana  Bivers, — The  district  of  Kipini,  comprising  the 
mouths  of  these  rivers,  lies  about  twenty-five  miles  south  of  Lamo,  and  is 
cultivated  by  proprietors  residing  generally  at  that  place.  There  are 
five  British  subjects,  two  Bhoras,  and  three  Hindus  in  the  district,  but 
they  are  all-connected  with  houses  in  Lamo,  and  most  of  the  produce  - 
grown  or  arriving  there  is  exported  through  that  town. 

This  district  is  taken  separately,  because  the  two  rivers,  Ozy  and 
Tana,  which  flow  through  it  and  enter  Formosa  Bay  within  twenty 
miles  of  each  other,  undoubtedly  form  one  of  the  natural  highways  to 
inner  Africa,  which  have  never  been  explored,  but  which  there  is  reason 
to  believe  will  eventually  become  of  the  first  importance.  Having 
spent  a  considerable  time  in  questioning  natives  from  various  parts  of 
these  rivers,  and  traders  and  slaves  who  have  traded  on  them,  and 
finding  their  testimony  agreed  in  a  way  most  unusual  among  these 
people,  I  give  the  substance  of  it  at  some  length. 

Xipini  and  Kao  are  two  small  towns  near  the  noath  of  the  Ozy, 
from  which  caravans  usually  start  on  this  route,  but  occasionally  one  is 
organised  at  Mambrui,  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made, 
proceeding  via  Gulcha  and  Garawa,  two  villages  in  the  Galla  country, 
which  here  reaches  nearly  to  Ras  "Ngomeni. 

The  goods  taken  to  purchase  ivory  are  white  and  blue  cottons,  beads, 
red  (maskat)  dye,  thick  copper  wire,  iron  hoes,  brass  rings,  and  copper 
chains.  6  dol.  to  10  dol.  worth  of  these  goods  is  reckoned  as  the  price 
of  one  frasilah  (35  lbs.)  of  ivory.  The  greater  part  of  the  route  is  by 
water,  tho  canoes  used  are  capable  of  accommodating  fifty  men,  and  four 
of  these  is  the  average  number  to  each  caravan. 

The  usual  time  for  starting  is  in  December  or  January,  when  the 
river  Tana  is  at  its  height  and  the  country  flooded,  except  in  a  few 

1>lace8  where  the  banks  on  both  sides  are  high  ground.  The  route  soon 
eaves  the  Ozy  and  enters  the  Tana  by  a  deep  but  narrow  channel, 
which  is  said  to  be  an  aritficial  canal.  The  passage  of  this  canal 
occupies  three  hours,  and  the  town  of  Chara  is  situated  at  its  junction 
with  the  Tana.  The  next  stage  is  to  Slmikaro  4^  hours,  and  here  the 
Pokomo  country  is  entered,  and  the  river  is  commonly  known  as  the 
Mto  Pocomo.  The  Wapokomo  are  an  extraordinary  people,  living  in  a 
country  which  the  smallest  freshet  turns  into  a  vast  lake,  and  which, 
during  the  annual  rise  of  the  river  in  December,  January^  and  February, 
is  always  under  water.  Their  huts  are  erected  on  Mooden  stages  to 
keop  them  out  of  the  water,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  country  they 
can  only  cultivate  in  smallpatches,  and  the  consequence  is  that  they 
are  constantly  in  want.     They  suffer  very  littlte  from  fever,  and  two 
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natives  from  Lamo  assured  me  that  for  years  they  had  traded  on  this 
route,  having  huts  and  wives  on  each  important  stage ;  they  rarely  slept 
in  the  boats,  yet  thej  were  remarkablv  free  from  illness.  The  great 
drawback  they  experienced  was  the  plague  of  mosquitos,  which  they 
described  as  never  absent ;  so  numerous  are  these  pests  that  the  largest 
fires  were  useless  in  preventing  their  attacks,  and  where  a  native 
complains  of  these  insects,  they  must  be  indeed  venomous. 

The  Wapokomo  are  a  mild  and  inoffensive  race,  and  endure  the 
many  disadvantages  of  their  country  for  the  sake  of  the  safety  it  affords 
them,  the  Gallas  whose  territory  extends  to  the  right  bank  of  their 
river,  having  no  canoes,  and  the  Somalis,  whose  predatory  excursions 
reach  the  country  immediately  north  of  theirs,  which  is  also  partly 
occupied  by  a  Galla  tribe,  never  caring  to  disturb  these  swampy  viUages. 
There  are  sixteen  other  stages  in  the  country  Pokomo  after  lea^ng 
Simikaro.    The  distances,  alwayS  calculated  by  time,  are  as  follows  ;— 

S?»t.^<'«>  2J  hours.    • 

Kalrndi 8 

There  is  a  large  district  taking  the  name  of  Kalindi,  thinly 
populated,  but  rich  in  ivory.  Large  herds  of  elephapts  come  down 
close  to  the  villages  during  the  floods. 

^«»o 2i  hours. 

Here  the  river  spreads  into  a  lake  which  is  called  Mchagababu,  but 
the  descriptions  I  got  of  this  water  were  very  vague. 

.    ,     ^  Bays.  Houw. 

Andamba 0  8 

Betere. .  , ,         , ,         , ,         , ,  a  oi 

Miatini  ]]  0  6 

Tuonda  \  0  4 

Bou    ..  ..         ,,         ,,         ,,         ^,  0  g 

*  Ngatana  [  0  g 

t  Mwina  .,         ,,         ,,         ,,         ..'2  0 

*  Ndera ]\  q  12 

t  Gwanu  0  12 

t  KinAkomba \[  q  9 

t  Ndura '*  0  8 

tZ-bakhi  U  J 

Malalulu        •«         ••      -  ♦•         ,,         ,,       2I      0 

Malalulu  is  on  the  borders  of  the  Masanya  country,  and  caravans 
are  refused  permission  to  pass  through  it ;  even  during  the  latter  stages 
mentioned  the  people  are  more  independent,  and  the  "garama"  or 
black-mail  has  to  be  paid  to  the  Chiefs. 

At  Malalulu  the  traders  meet  the  Wasanya  and  Wakwavi  The 
former  come  from  Malakote,  twelve  days'  march,  and  Korokoro,  fifteen 
days  march  further  inland.  The  ktter  place  is  said  to  be  near  a  large 
mountam,  probably  Kenia,  where  the  river  possibly  has  its  sources.  At 
any  rate  it  is  difBcult  to  account  for  the  flooding  of  the  Tana,  except  on 
the  supposition  that  it  is  caused  by  the  melting  of  the  snows  on  some 
lofty  range  of  mountams  which  would  take  place  during  the  hottest 
season,  in  this  latitude  about  Januarv  to  March,  as  the  rainy  season 
here  on  the  coast  does  not  commence  till  the  end  of  April,  and  traveUers 
report  that  further  mland  it  comes  on  in  June. 

I  was  informed  that,  although  very  savage,  these  tribes  would  be 
quite  wiUmg  to  admit  strangers  amongst  them  for  the  purpose  of  trade, 
but  they  insisted  on  also  having  the  right  to  bring  their  produce  safely 
to  the  coast.    It  appears  that  some  years  ago  one  of  their  trading 

1  Thew  two  places  supply  ivoiy  in  considerable  quantiaes. 
t  These  places  supply  some  ivoiy. 
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parties  which  endeayoured  to  como  down  the  river  to  Kipni  had  been 
seized  and  one  of  their  number  murdered,  and  that  the  messenger  they 
sent  to  obtain  redress  was  told  by  the  Arabs  that  the  Sultan's  orders 
were  to  refuse  permission  to  all  the  upper  tribes  to  pass  to  the  coast 
on  any  pretext. 

The  Banians  at  Lamo  were,  however,  very  enthusiastic  as  to  the 
advantages  to  be  obtained  for  their  trade  by  the  opening  up  of  these 
countries. 

Much  of  the  ivory  of  the  Ujanda  and  North  TJnyamwezi  country  is 
said  to  find  its  way  by  this  route.  This  I  think  doubtful,  but  it  is 
certain  that  were  the  road  open,  it  would  compete  successfully  for  the 
ivory  from  the  shores  of  the  Nyan^a  Lakes,  which  at  present  goes 
through  Egypt  by  the  immensely  long  route  of  the  Nile. 

Moreover,  the  distance  is  so  short  that  the  cultivation,  for  export, 
of  cofiee,  there  growing  in  perfection,  and  other  produce  never  likely  to 
pay  for  its  carriage  vi&  the  Nile,  may  eventually  become  profitable 
should  communication  by  this  line  be  established.  If  the  difficult 
problem  of  the  civilization  of  the  wild  tribes  of  inner  Africa  be  sur- 
mountable, it  will  be  by  opening  up  facilities  for  commerce  such  as 
this  that  it  will  be  solved,  for,  in  the  absence  of  such  inducements  the, 
to  them,  distasteful  work  of  cultivation  will  never  progress  beyond 
the  servile  labours  of  their  women,  which  for  ages  has  sufficed  to  supply 
their  wants. 

Lamo, — Lamo  is  a  town  of  about  6,000  inhabitants,  and  is  situated 
2^  miles  from  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  which  has  a  somewhat 
dangerous  bar  during  the  south-west  monsoon.  The  harbour  shelves 
ofi*  towards  the  north  into  a  broad  but  shallow  lagoon  which  meets  a 
creek  having  its  mouth  a  few  miles  to  the  southward^  forming  the 
island  on  which  Lamo  is  situated.  Jhese  creeks  branch  off  in  several 
directions,  but  the  principal  arm,  called  Lamo  Channel,  runs  north- 
westerly for  about  six  miles  into  Manda  Bay,  forming  the  islands  of 
Katao  and  Manda,  which  are  merely  separated  by  a  deep  ditch  entered 
by  an  extensive  Woon  opposite  Shela,  tne  Somali  suburb  of  the  town. 
I  believe  good  anchorage  for  large  vessels  will  be  found  at  the  entrance  of 
this  lagoon.  At  high  tide  vessels  drawing  about  twelve  feet  <»n  safely 
enter  the  harbour  except  there  is  a  heavy  sea  on.  Dhows  of  the  largest 
size  enter  at  all  times,  and  when  leaving  for  the  north  go  by  way  of  the 
creek  to  Manda  Bay ;.  but  there  is  reason  for  believing  that  this  channel 
is  gradually  filling  up,  while  at  the  same  time  the  main  entrance  is  said 
to  be  getting  enlarged. 

My  impression  is  that,  when  properly  surveyed,  Lamo  will  be  found 
a  fine  harbour  for  steamers,  ana  that  the  bar  may  be  rendered  deep 
enough  for  those  of  considerable  draught  through  the  medium  of  very 
simp^  artificial  appliances. 

There  are  here  61  houses  of  British  subjects— namely,  14  Bohras, 
1  Ehoja,  and  36  Hindus. 

The  principal  exports  are  ivory,  hides,  millet,  orchilla,  sesamtim, 
rafters,  and  cattle. 

Most  of  this  produce  finds  its  way  to  Zanzibar  through  the  hands  of 
the  Indians,  and  the  sources  from  which  it  is  derived  are  so  varied  .that 
business  progresses  steadily  throughout  the  year,  instead  of  beinc^ 
confined  to  a  few  months  followed  by  a  long  season  o^  almost  enforced 
idleness,  as  is  the  case  at  most  of  the  ports  on  the  coast. 

The  ivory  comes  by  the  Pokomo  route  above  described;  the  hide 
.and  cattle  trade  is  of  course  confined  to  the  Mussulman  community, 
who  deal  almost  entirely  with  the  Bush  Somalis.  These  savages  have  a 
regular  suburb  of  their  own  at  Shela,  which  is  a  source  of  considerable 
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anxietj  to  the  GK)yeriior.  The  millet  and  Besamum  are  grown  in  the 
neighbouring  plantations  on  the  mainland,  the  soil  of  the  island  being 
too  sandy  for  anything  but  cocoa-nut  and  a  few  fruit  trees ;  but  many 
of  these  which  were  flourishing  last  year  I  found  to  have  been  laid 
waste  by  the  Somalis,  who  are  gradually  closing  on  the  coast  towns, 
and  will,  I  fear,  shortly  commence  a  guerilla  warfare,  which  must 
seriously  interfere  with  trade.  Were  these  Bush  tribes  to  give  up 
their  constant  petty  internal  strife  and  unite  against  the  Arab  Govern* 
ment,  nothing  out  European  intervention  could  save  the  various  towns 
north  of  the  Ozy  Eiver  from  pillage  and  rapine;  and  the  British 
subjects  at  Lamo  are  strongly  alive  to  this  fact,  and  none  doubt  that 
eventually  it  must  happen  unless  the  hands  of  the  Governors  are 
strengthened  by  the  Sultan  in  a  much  more  practical  manner  than 
there  seems  any  probability  of. 

Orchilla  weed  is  procured  from  the  numerous  narrow  damp  creeks 
which  branch  out  from  the  main  channel  above  described;  many  of 
them  run  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles  inland. 

The  Indians  and  even  European  merchants  at  Zanzibar  contract 

'  with  the  owners  of 'Mtepes,  who  send  crews  to  gather  cargoes'  of  this 

lichen,  receiviag  an  advance  on  signing  of  contract;  but  this  trade  is 

rapidly  falling  off  in  consequence  of  the  low  prices  at  present  obtaining 

for  the  dye  in  Europe. 

Zanzibar  rafters  are  generally  in  demand,  and  are  usually  contracted 
for  in  a  similar  manner.  'Mtepes  are  the  only  vessels  suitable  for 
carrying  such  a  cafgo. 

Abundance  of  bees-wax  and  doubtless  other  products  might  be 
brought  down  from  the  interior,  but  its  present  state  is  entirely 
unfavourable  to  commercial  enterprise. 

The  towns  of  Siwy,  Paza,  Ac,  are  nominally  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Governor  of  Lamo,  but  he  is  instructed  in  no  way  to  interfere 
except  in  the  collection  of  their  customs  duties,  which  are  supposed  to 
pass  through  the  head  office,  and  are  included  in  the  following  return. 
In  other  respects  these  towns  must  be  considered  as  belonging  to  a 
separate  district. 

Customs  Duties  of  Lamo  and  District. 

Dolhrs. 

Total  for  the  ytar  1872-73        18,801 

1873-74        •.         ..         .•     15,862 
Increase  for  the  latter  year        ••         .«         ••       1,501 

The  duties  on  most  articles  of  export  up  to  date  of  this  report  were 
calculated  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

The  collection  from  the  native  and  Arab  proprietors  is  here  made 
entirely  in  kind,  a  customs  boat  with  two  Banian  clerks  beinff  con- 
stantly employed  in  visiting  the  plantntiouM  and  bringing  in  the  dues. 

^atte,  Siwy^  Paza^  and  District. — Manda  Bay  at  the  north  end  of 
Lamo  Channel  is  nearly  landlocked,  but  has  a  good  entrance  and  a 
stretch  of  deep  water  close  to  &fauda  Island^  which  forms  a  safe 
anchorage  for  tne  largest  vessels. 

The  north  shore  of  this  bay  is  formed  by  the  southern  coast  of  a 
large  island  which  contains  the  towns  of  Patte,  Siwy  (or  Siu),  Pftza  (or 
Basini),  Zingatini,  and  Tundua.  The  former  is  interesting  only  in  aa 
archaeological  point  of  view,  still  coTitaining  the  ruins,  within  well- 
preserved  walld,  of  a  town  of  about  100,000  inhabitants,  but  at  present 
naving  only  a  population  of  about  100  soula. 

Siwy,  about  six  miles  north,  is  a  town  of  10,000  inhabitants,  situated 
about  1^  miles  up  a  strong  creek,  navigable  to  large  dhows  only  at  high 
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water.  It  is  compaciiy  built  in  a  fork  of  the  creek,  and  its  sittiation 
is  extremely  low,  jet  the  place  is  clean  and  healthy.  The  city  was 
originally  built  in  the  form  of  an  oblong  square,  within  four  walls, 
having  nine  fortified  gates.  The  walls  still  exist,  and  some  of  the 
mtes,  and,  nnlike  most  of  such  remains  on  this  coast,  bear  no  trace  of 
European  or  Persian  design,  though  undoubtedly  of  some  antiquity. 

There  are  six  British  subjects  here — ^namely,  one  Bohra  and  fire 
Hindus — ^who  all  do  a  thriving  trade. 

The  inhabitants  call  themselves  Pumao,  but  are  nearly  allied  to  the 
Bajunia  tribe,  yet  they  cherish  a  deep  enmity  against  the  neighbouring 
town  of  Paza,  the  head-quarters  of  that  tribe ;  and  were  it  not  for  the 
constant  watchfulness  and  firm  govemment  of  Salid  bin  Hilal,  the  Arab 
€k>vemor,  who  occupies  the  strong  fort  separated  by  a  narrow  creek 
but  commanding  the  town,  they  would  long  ago  have  rebelled,  and  the 
did  strife  have  been  renewed  which,  until  they  were  conquered  by  the 
late  Sultan  Sayyid  Majid,  made  the  island  a  perpetual  battle-field. 

Owing  to  a  few  years'  peace  the  place  is  rapidly  increasing  in  com- 
mercial importance,  and,  if  the  Somalis  can  be  kept  off  from  the 
mainland  plantations  opposite,  this  progression  is  likely  to  continue. 

It  is  in  an  agricultural  point  of  view  that  I  propose  to  consider  this 
island  and  its  plantations  on  the  mainland,  particularly  that  portion 
included  in  the  district  of  Siwy. 

The  soil  of  the  island  is  extremely  light  and  friable;  though  not 
generally  sandy,  it  has  everywhere  a  substratum  of  porous  limestone 
rock,  probably  of  coralline  formation.  Though  not  smtable  for  cereabs, 
it  seems  all  that  could  be  desired  for  tropical  fruits  and  vegetables; 
and  though  skilful  cultivation  has  only  been  carried  on  for  a  few  years, 
the  effects  have  surprised  the  natives.  The  great  drawback  at  first  was 
want  of  water,  but  a  good  supply  h  now  readily  obtained  by  sinking 
wells  about  t^  elve  feet  into  the  rock.  They  have  begun  to  import  camels, 
by  whose  means  the  regular  system  of  irrigation  similar  to  that 
employed  at  Maskat  is  already  commenced.  Oxen  are  n6t  found  strong 
enough  here  for  this  wo  A. 

The  products  now  successfully  cultivated  are  tobacco,  tambun, 
cocoa-nuts,  bananas,  and  dates,  besides  water-melons  and  nearly  every 
kind  of  tropical  fruit. 

Tobacco  is  largely  exported  to  the  towns  on  the  coast,  and  is  of  a 
fine  quality  and  flavour ;  it  is  likely  to  become  a  staple  export.  Tambun 
(p4n),  a  leaf  much  used  in  conjunction  with  betel-nut  by  all  natives 
and  Indians,  grows  more  readily  than  in  any  part  of  the  Sultan's 
dominions.  There  are  large  gardens  of  it,  and  during  the  north-east 
monsoon  it  is  even  sent  as  far  as  Zanzibar,  where  it  is  found  difficult 
to  rear. 

Cocoa-nuts  grow  in  profusion,  and  are  principally  used  to  brew  the 
native  beer  (tembo)  which  from  Lamo  to  Tula  is  generally  used  as  a 
beverage  even  by  strict  Moslems. 

Bananas  are  largely  grown,  and  form  almost  as  general  an  article  of 
diet  as  millet,  in  fact  supplying  the  place  of  manioc  (cassava),  which 
is  but  little  cultivated  here. 

But  the  luxuriant  growth  of  the  date  palm  is  the  most  notable 
feature  connected  with  agriculture  in  this  district.  The  date  has  been 
tried  throughout  the  Zanzibar  dominions,  and  has  rarely  been  found  to 
fruit;  I  believe  Dar-es-Salem  has  proved  an  exception,  but  even  hero 
the  fruit  does  not  ripen  properly.  At  Siwy,  however,  this  palm  seems 
to  prosper  as  completely  as  in  the  Persian  Gul£  I  inspected  more 
than  a  hundred  trees  averaging  from  three  to  six  years  old,  and  thongb 
utterly  neglected  and  choked  with  weeds,  all  those  of  five  and  six  years* 
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growtli  were  completely  laden  with  fruit,  and  many  of  the  mere  bushes 
of  three  years  were  in  •full  bearing.  The  trees  were  of  two  kinds,  red 
and  white,  "  kush.'*  I  carefully  examined  them  and  cut  several  spikes 
of  fruit  and  found  all  without  the  slightest  trace  either  of  insect  or 
mildew,  whereas  all  date  trees  I  have  before  examined  either  at  Zanzibar 
or  on  the  coast  have  been  infected  witli  both.  The  Governor  informed 
me  that  last  year  they  had  nearly  as  good  a  show  of  fruit  which  ripened 
thoroughly,  early  in  the  north-east  monsoon.  He  has  now  sent  to 
Maskat  for  a  large  quantity  of  young  trees  of  the  best  sorts. 

This  freedom  from  insects,  above  referred  to,  appears  to  apply  to  the 
whole  of  this  district  and  that  of  Patte,  for  during  a  stay  of  some  days 
I  did  not  observe  an  insect  of  any  kind  upon  the  trees  or  vegetables 
either  under  cultivation  or  Rowing  wild,  and  the  natives  assured  me 
they  were  equally  free  from  them  during  the  wet  season. 

In  concluding  a  description  of  Siwy  it  may  be  mentioned  that  more 
aged  persons  and  very  young  children  were  seen  here  than  I  ever  before 
observed  in  a  foreign  town. 

Large  herds  of  cattle  and  flocks  of  sheep  are  reared  in  this  district ; 
the  latter  are  very  fine  specimens  of  the  Somali  breed,  and  are  largely 
exported,  as  is  also  Sumli,  or  ghee,  which  is  preferred  by  the  Hindus 
on  the  coast,  who  use  it  with  all  their  food,  to  that  from  any  other 
district. 

The  towns  of  Tundua  and  Zingatini  on  the  eastern  and  north- 
eastern sides  of  the  island  are  small,  and  the  inhabitants  devote  them- 
selves almost  entirely  to  the  breeding  of  cattle,  sheep,  and  goats. 

Paza,  called  generally  by  the  natives  Basini,  is  a  town  of  about 
5,000  inhabitants;  it  is  the  residence  of  the  Bajunia  Chief,  Mzee 
Saif.  Though  only  6^  miles  north  of  Siwy,  one  seems  to  be  visiting  an 
entirely  different  country.  Doubtless  this  is  principally  owing  to  the 
large  proportion  of  black  alluvial  soil  on  the  banks  of  the  creek  up 
which  it  is  situated,  and  which  is  nearly  dry  at  low  tide,  but  the  habits 
of  the  people,  who  are  dirty  and  lazy,  seriously  affect  the  town,  which 
presents  a  strong  contrast  to  the  cleanliness  of  Siwy ;  it  is  most  un- 
healthy, and  both  it  and  the  country  round  are  constantly  enveloped  in 
a  damp  mist ;  mosquitos,  ants,  and  other  insects  swarm  everywhere,  and 
cultiyation  seems  to  be  confined  to  the  necessaries  of  life. 

There  are  three  Hindu  British  subjects. here. 

On  the  mainland  opposite  the  towns  of  Siwy  and  Paza  large  plan- 
tations stretch  for  some  miles  inland  belonging  to  the  respective  towns. 
Here  large  quantities  of  millet  and  sesamum  are  grown,  but  most  of  the 
slaves  employed  in  the  cultivation  go  over  at  daylight  and  return  to  the 
towns  at  sunset,  the  country  being  unhealthy,  and  lions  numerous  and 
unusually  troublesome.  The  channel  here  is  about  three  miles  wide. 
During  my  visit  a  fresh  trouble  occurred,  which  I  fear  will  ruin  these 
mainland  settlements,  the  Bush  Somalis  having  come  down  and  killed 
or  carried  off  many  slaves  and  cattle  in  the  most  distant  of  them,  at  the 
same  time  committing  other  wanton  destruction  of  property. 

The  Bajunia  country  proper,  however,  is,  up  to  the  present  time, 
free  from  Somali  attacks.  It  may  be  said  to  extend  from  Taka,  nearly 
opposite  Paza  creek,  to  the  Shamba  Eiver,  just  south  of  Tula.  Here 
the  country  becomes  more  hilly  and  healtny,  and  many  propnetors 
resident  at  Paza  have  large  tracts  of  country  under  cultivation.  The 
chief  and  his  brothers  cultivate  nearly  the  whole  of  the  country  from 
Kwyhoo  to  Kionga,  but  they  are  beginning  to  feel  the  want  of  labour 
owing  to  our  action  with  regard  to  the  slave  trade. 

Kionga  and  Shakani  are  the  two  other  ports  in  the  Bajunia  country ; 
their  principal  trade  is  in  cowrieS;  which  are  dried  all  along  the  coast. 
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Tola  can  hardly  now  be  included  in  the  Bajunia  country,  being 
under  a  local  chief  who  is  directly  responsible  to  the  GK)Temor  of 
Kismayu.  He  receives,  however,  no  protection  from  that  quarter,  and 
every  now  and  then  predatory  bands  of  Somalis  come  across  the  main- 
land at  low  water  and  lift  the  cattle  of  the  inhabitants,  who  themselvea 
escape  to  the  bush.  The  cattle  here  are  extremely  fine,  and  like  the 
Somalis,  the  people  live  principally  on  milk. 

There  are  a  few  large  dhow  owners  here  who  do  a  good  trade  up^ 
the  creeks,  and  two  Indian  houses  are  represented  by  Swahili  agents, 
one  of  which  is  thinking  of  withdrawing,  doubtless  in  consequence  of 
the  small  demand  for  manu&ctured  goods  since  the  cessation  of  the 
slave  trade,  which  was  here  carried  on  to  a  large  extent,  but  this 
feature  is  temporary  only,  and  honest  trade  will  soon  be  found  ta 
replace  the  illegal  traffic.    There  is  a  large  trade  in  cowries  here. 

The  mainland  opposite,  which  bears  evidence  of  having  once  been 
under  cultivation,  has  quite  relapsed  into  forest.  Within  three  milea- 
of  the  shore  I  observed  |;asKelle,  the  blue-crested  guinea-fowl,  in  large 
numbers,  also  three  vaneties  of  antelope,  hfures,  immense  baboons, 
giraffes,  and  the  prints  of  lions,  a  plain  proof  that  the  country  has  long 
been  deserted  by  mankind. 

JSMtnayu. — This  town  is  simply  a  Somali  colony,  but  is  likely 
rapidly  to  increase  if  under  a  sensible  and  energetic  Governor.  The 
present  man  is  all  that  could  be  desired,  being  extremely  firm  and^ 
when  necessary,  severe  vnth  these  unmitigated  savages,  who  are  mostly 
of  the  Kurblalla  tribe,  and  yet  encourage  them  to  trade  and  allowing 
them  to  settle,  though  only  well  under  the  guns  of  the  fort. 

The  principal  trade  is  in  hides,  and  the  customs  are  collected  either- 
at  Lamo  or  Zanzibar,  to  which  most  of  the  cargoes  are  conBip;ned. 

There  are  two  British  subjects,  Bohras,  here,  and  a  Hindu  hous# 
represented  by  an  Arab. 

Kismayu  is  not  an  easy  port  to  enter,  and  the  landing  is  very 
unsafe  and  inconvenient. 

From  the  Biver  Jub,  ten  miles  north  of  Eisinayu,  to  Brava,  th#^ 
country  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Somalis,  and  dhows  give  this 
coast  a  wide  berth,  as  death  or  captivity  would  almost  certain^  be  th« 
lot  of  any  crew  stranded  thereon.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  looked  upon 
at  present  as  part  of  the  Zanzibar  dominions,  though  the  Oovemor  of 
Kismayu  is  already  talking  of  annexing  the  principal  mouth  of  the 
above-mentioned  river. 

Brava. — This  town  is  situated  180  miles  north  of  Kismayu,  and,  in 
common  with  all  the  ports  on  the  Banadir,  is  a  most  difficult  place  at 
which  to  load  or  discharge  cargo.  It  is,  however,  most  convemently 
situated  as  a  market  for  the  produce  of  the  south  Somali  country,  and 
were  the  Government  stronger,  and  the  country  more  safe,  the  export 
of  hides  alone  would  make  it  a  considerable  commercial  centre. 

There  are  several  c^iravan  routes  from  the  interior  to  this  town,  all 
suitable  during  a  groat  part  of  the  distance  for  camel  traffic,  and  one  to 
Bandera-on-the-Jub,  twelve  dajs'  march,  appears  once  to  have  been  a 
regular  highway  to  this  capital  of  south  Somali  land,  and  would 
undoubtedly  be  reopened  were  the  adjoining  tribes  once  tranquillized. 
There  are  three  British  subjects,  two  Bohras  and  one  Khoja,  residing 
during  the  shipping  seasons,  namely,  from  March  till  June  and  Sep- 
tember till  November^  the  exact  dates  depending  on  the  brakes  in  the^ 
monsoons,  when  alone  vessels  can  lie  here. 

I  was  unable  to  get  at  the  customs  statistics  here  owing  to  the 

Customs  Master  having  been  driven  out  of  the  town  by  the  Somi^^ 

who  will  not  tolerate  the  presence  of  a  Hindu.     He  had  left  a  Sheheri 
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Arab  clerk,  .who,  however,  had  no  accounts  in  his  possession.  The 
Oastoms  Master  was  liyiog  under  the  protection  of  the  G-overnor  of 
Merka,  where  I  was  unable  to  proceed.  Cotton  grows  freely  here ;  it 
is  of  good  quality  and  long  staple,  and  is  largely  woven  into  a  fine 
cloth  by  the  natives. 

Melrka, — ^This  town,  which  is  fifty-eight  miles  north  of  Brava,  is 
rabidly  increasing  in  importance,  and  it  is  said  will  shortly  become 
quite  a  colony  of  British  Indians,  who  have  Ion?  wished  to  bring  their 
wives  and  families  to  the  healthy  ports  of  the  Banadir,  but  have  been 
deterred  by  fear  of  the  Somalis.  Now  that  the  Sultan  has  provided 
Merka  with  a  strong  force  for  its  protection,  they  are  fiocking  to  it  in 
-considerable  numbers,  and  even  the  Hindus  are  talking  of  obtaining 
a  dispensation  from  their  rajahs  to  permit  of  their  bringing  their 
families  to  this  place. 

Moffdisho. — ^This  town  has  only  been  conquered  by  the  Sultan's 
troops  a  few  months.  The  G-overnor  of  Merka  skilfully  availed  him- 
self of  the  quarrels  of  two  rival  factions  in  capturing  this  place,  and  a 
fort  will  doubtless  be  at  once  erected  here. 

Washeikh, — I  believe  His  Highness  the  Sultan  lays  claim  to  this 
town,  whose  Sultan  and  people,  however,  in  no  way  recognize  him, 
neither  has  he  any  representative  in  the  district.  This  place  is  begin- 
ning to  attract  caravans  from  the  interior,  owing  to  the  circumstances 
detailed  in  the  accompanying  report  respecting  the  new  scale  of 
customs  duties  in  the  Zanzibar  dominions. 

Af  y  object  in  this  first  report  has  been  to  give  a  general  sketch  of 
commerce  and  agriculture  on  this  coast  hitherto  so  little  viaited.  I 
hare,  however,  carefully  prepared  the  way  for  obtaining  in  future  years 
reliable  statistics,  having  spared  no  pains  in  impressing  upon  Customs 
Masters  and  other  influential  British  subjects  the  rosponsibility 
incurred  in  giving  other  than  accurate  information  to  British  consuliur 
officers  visiting  their  districts,  and  it  has  generally  appeared  to  me  that 
4hi8  advice,  has  been  received  as  appropriate. 
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BELGIUM. 

ANTWEER 

Eeport  by  Consul  Qrattan  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Antwerp  for 
the  Tear  1876. 

The  year  1875  is  generally  considered  to  have  been  an  unfavourable 
one  both  as  respects  commerce  and  industry  in  this  country,  a  heavy 
depreciation  in  prices  having  weighed  upon  most  of  the  leading 
branches  of  trade.  But  when  the  results  of  the  year  are  more  closely 
inquired  into  it  becqmes  even  now  apparent  that  the  business  done 
during  that  period  (though  in  many  cases  no  doubt  unremunerative) 
showed  no  real  diminution,  but  on  the  contrary,  as  regards  sevecad 
important  articles  of  commerce,  a  considerable  increase  over  the  trans^ 
actions  of  the  previous  year. 

The  following  particulars  derived  from  the  best  sources  at  present 
available  exhibit  a  rapid  view  of  some  of  the  results  of  trade  and  naviga- 
tion at  this  port  during  the  year  recently  elapsed. 

COETEE. 

The  period  in  question  has  apparently  not  been  on  the  whole 
unpropitious  as  respects  this  article,  for  althou|;h  the  highest  prices 
attained  fell  short  of  those  reached  during  a  portion  of  the  year  1874, 
the  quotations  were  well  maintained,  and  the  market  was  pot  exposed  to 
the  severe  fluctuations  which  characterized  t^e  previous  twelvemonth. 
Thanks  to  the  activity  of  the  importers  and  to  the  advantageous 
geographical  position  of  this  port,  the  business  transacted,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  following  comparative  statement,  was  considerably  in  excess 
of  that  recorded  during  each  of  the  four  previous  years : — 
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Table  I. 


From— 


1876. 


1874. 


1878. 


1872. 


1871. 


Bio  Janeiro     . . 

Santos  .. 

Bahia   .. 

Oeara    . . 

Haiti    .. 

Iff ft^i  lift  .. 

Port  Natal       .. 

Karacalbo 

Guatemala 

Denmark 

Lagona.. 

Portugal 

Bremen  •• 

Stettin.. 

United  States.. 

Italy     .. 

England 

Prance  .. 

HambniiS^ 

Hdland  (fimn  interior) 

Total 


In  addition  to 


122,888 

92,841 

7,089 

1,600 

42,689 


6,061 


26,969 

26 

106,279 

68,972 

82,520 

3^682 


687,640 

Casks. 
8,668 


124,648 

49,889 

7,160 

76,743 


1,900 
1,061 

6,787 

80,872 

38,890 

7,020 

47,180 


63,856 

31,178 

686 

1,860 

56,359 


1 
2,804 


10,198 

50 

101,827 

19,685 

13,328 

86,780 


Bags. 

45,505 

11,546 

1,250 

2 

107,070 


8,958 


21 

44 

66,619 

62,183 

8,179 

2,876 

2 

19,686 


434,640 

Casks. 
2,112 


387,993 

Casks. 
12,464 


Casks. 
8,113 


103,316 

34,156 

856 

3 

89,979 

4,000 

119 


6 
119 

81,407 

62,'387 

10,163 

2,271 

68,'468 


389,418 

Casks. 
1,676 


The  stock  at  the  end  of  each  of  the  same  years  was  as  follows : — 

Table  H. 


1875. 

1874. 

1873. 

1872. 

1871. 

Java 

Haiti 

Brazil 
Various 

Bags. 

1,000 
12,000 
88,000 

1,600 

Bags. 
2,000 
2,000 
26,000 
1,500 

Bags. 
3,000 
8,000 
9,000 
1,000 

Bags. 

2,600 
4,000 
7,000 
6,000 

Bags. 

6,000 
6,000 
7,000 
3,000 

Total    .. 

62,600 

80,500 

21,000 

18,600 

22,000 

Bios. 


The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  receipts  of  rice  at 
this  port  during  the  last  three  years:— 
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From— 

1875. 

1874. 

1878. 

Akytb  ,; 

Bags. 
268,187 

2^828 

Bags. 
4H941 

Ban^oott 

84,817 

, , 

19,478 

BflsMin 

17,720 

18,760 

MoulmeU 

107,886 

.      12,049 

• 

daigdn 

, , 

7,210 

HayannA        

6,102 

•  • 

KSnigsbeig      ••  •      .. 

, , 

125 

Bremea.. 

21,116 

18,696 

i(ibi6 

Genoa  and  Leghorn    . . 

.   55 

521 

100 

Hand>iu;g^                 , . 

8,492 

50 

2,509 

Fnmce 

70 

898 

•  • 

England 

115,400 

149,565 

96,275 

Holland 

82,746 

24,851 

12,814 

Q^otal 

592,591 

459,578 

556,128 

It  wQulA  appear  further  thi^  the  arriyals  of  this  article  last  year 
direct  from  (he  rice  ports  (owing  bo  doubt  to  a  diminished  demand  for 
consumptiot  in  India)  largely  exceeded  those  of  1874,  whereas  the 
receipts  froiti  interamUate  ports  amounted  to  somewliat  less  than  those 
of  the  year  last  mentioned. 

QlfcAIK. 

The  trantoctions  in  grain  during  1875  were  seriously  aflected  by  the 
abundant  £«ropean  crop  and  the  large  imijorts  of  the  previous  year,  as 
a  natural  consequence  of  which,  the  arrivals  daring  the  p^fet  year, 
especially  in  respect  of  wheat,  rye,  and  oats,  showed  a  considerable 
fiming  o£  Prices  were  generally  weak,  ruling  much  below  those  of 
1874. 

The  harvest  of  1875  is  considered  to  have  been  deficient  in  Belgium, 
as  well  as  in  France  and  England,  both  as  regards  quantity  and  q^^^* 
It  was  mor0  abundant  in  Denmark  and  Northern  Eurone,  and  sum- 
ciently  so  in  America  and  Australia  to  leave  a  considerable  margin  for 
ezportatioiL  In  all  probability,  therefore,  this  branch  of  trade  may  be 
expected  to  Irevive  considerably  during  the  nresent  year. 

The  import  of  oil  seeds  showed  a  marked  increase  over  that  of  1874, 
especially  as  re«;ards  cole,  turnip,  and  rubson  seeds ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  hemp  ftnd^cotton  seed  were  almost  entirely  wanting. 

I  subjoin  a  return  speoifym^  the  various  desmpti<»s  of  grain,  seeds, 
flour,  &c,  received  by  sea  at  this  port  during  the  past  year: — 
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To  this  must  be  added : — 

Hectolitres. 

Vetches 5,296 

Peis  6,928 

Beans       6,589 

Frendi  beans 10,498 

Canaiyseed        877 

The  following  were  also  recehred  from  Holland  by  inland  waters :— - 

Hectolities. 

Wheat 85,600 

Bje  10,770 

Barley •       ..        ..  185,900 

Oats  48,000 

OU  seeds 28,700 

Peas,  beans,  Ac. ..        ..     19,400 

Fbttit. 

The  following  statement  embraces  the  receipts  of  fruit  during  the 
year: — 

Ahnondi. — 1,816  packages,  thus  distributed : — 

Frorn^  Packages. 

Pslermo ..  100 

Mfsfina  5 

Lisbon 440 

VillaNova 749 

Bordeanz         126 

GreaiBritaIn ..  896 

Ismans. — 6,916  boxes,  of  which  were  from — 

Boxes. 

Messina 1,288 

Palermo 647 

Seville 69 

Malaga      ..        816 

Hayre       604 

British  Ports       2,492 

Oivrraii^.— 84,486  barrels  may  be  thus  enumerated : — 

Barrels. 

Cephalonia  '       ..     ....     80,705 

Zante        1,880 

United  Kingdom 1,951 

Figs. — 85,028,  of  which  were  from — 

Barrels. 

Smyrna 1,000 

Kaplcs 3,487 

Malaga 172 

SeviUe 1,025 

Lisbon ..         ..  2,014 

ViUaNoya          ..        ..  «8,776 

United  Kingdom '     ..        ••  ^M^ 

iVWtf.— 3,981  bales  received  from— 

Bales. 

Naples      .. *..       3,406 

Leghorn 425 

Lisbon 100 
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Oranges. — 40,640  boxes,  thus  distributed,  from— 

Boxes. 

Palermo 8^426 

fieviUe 9,000 

Malaga 45   • 

Oari^igeiia         926 

Lisbon \A^^ 

Valencia 6,270 

ViUaNova         ,.        ..  4i8 

Haw 795 

BritiahPortB 18,115 

Prtme«.«»-20,264i  barrels  and  boxes,  of  which  were  fircm— 

BaiTtb  and  Boxes. 

Boardeanx  19,868 

Harre 210 

Hambnigh  44 

United  Kingdom 142 

AimfM.— 29,840  boxes,  of  which  were  receired  from — 

Boxes. 

Smyrna 600 

L^hom «        ••        .«        <•  8^ 

Malaga      ..    15,108 

Havre        6,042 

Bordeaux 12 

Hamburgh  •• 114 

United  Kingdom «.     7,884 

On.. 

The  imports  of  olire  cSL  tax  torpassad  wA  only  those  of  tiie  previous 
but  of  munj  years  past — ^an  amount  of  activity,  however,  accompanied 
by  an  almost  continuous  downward  tendency  in  prices. 

The  transactions  in  other  qualities  of  oil  were  less  important, 
although  it  may  be  remarked  tnat  English  linseed  oib  continue  to 
stand  well  in  tms  market  and  found  a  ready  sfde  as  usual  last  year. 

The  impm^  of  olive  <h1  by  sea  were  thus  distributed .- — 

Casks. 

eall^fi 1,086 

Vaiento    ••        •• 811 

Messina   ••        ••        691 

Leghorn 142 

Genoa 218 

Palermo  ..         ••         .. 25 

Naples 29 

Malaga 62 

liifibon 1,060 

Barcelona ,  ..        ..  51 

Bordeaux ..        ..  125 

Havre 64 

Hamboxgh         ••        ••        .•        ••        ••  80 

Britiah  Ports 258 

Total       4,697 

Against,  in  1874 2,618 

„        1878 8,814 

„        1872 1,901 

„        1871 8,889 

„       1870 1^9 
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Pboyibiofs. 


The  high  prevailing  prices  in  America  greatly  checked  the  imports 
of  both  lard  and  provisions  daring  the  year  recently  elapsed.  The 
receipts  of  salted  descriptions  were  as  follows : — 

Table  IV. 


Prom- 

Gases. 

(MkB. 

New  York         

Boston 

Philadelphia 

United  Kingdom 

Various  Porta 

7,291 
2,460 
1,184 
6,158 
200 

720 
488 
181 
670 
628 

SU0AB. 

A  heavy  depression  in  raw  beet-root  sagars  reigned  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  ]^ear,  prices  felling  in  the  early  part  of  November  to 
the  lowest  point,  it  is  saio,  almost  ever  reached  in  this  market. 

As  respects  raw  cane  sugars  there  was  an  increase  of  about  10,000 
cases  in  the  receipts  from  Havana,  counterbalanced,  however,  by  a 
fallingoff  of  about  8,000  cranjangs  in  the  imports  of  the  same  artide 
from  Holland.  Frioes  of  these  descriptions  showed  also  a  downward 
tendency  throughout  the  year,  which  may  be  attributed  partly  to  the 
general  stagnation  in  the  trade  and  in  part  to  increased  supplies  of 
colonial  as  well  as  of  European  beet-root  sugars.  The  following  is  a 
return  of  the  imports  of  raw  cane  sugars  «t  this  port  during  the  last 
four  years,  in  tons  of  1,000  kilos. : — 

Table  V. 


Year. 

Tons. 

1876 

1874 

1878 

1872 

14,764 
16,796 
12,278 
11,274 

There  was  a  fair  demand  for  refined  Belgian  sugars  in  England  and 
Italy  in  the  early  part  of  tho  year,  and  the  prices  at  that  period  ranged 
from  about  63  fr.  to  64  fr.  per  50  kilos.,  the  highest  quotations  being 
attained  during  the  month  of  April.  In  September,  however,  a  heavy 
and  uuexpected  fall  occurred,  nrices  sinking;  at  the  close  of  the  year  as 
low  as  59  fr.  per  50  kilos.  This  sudden  depreciation  is  attributed  to 
the  approaching  reduction  in  the  excise  duty  on  sugar  announced  by 
the  Belgian  government  to  take  efieet  on  the  1st  of  next  March — 
this  anxious  situation  being  further  aggravated  by  the  uncertainty 
attaching  to  the  present  state  of  the  su^ar  question  generally,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  expiration  of  the  intemationai  convention  of  1864. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  refined  and  be^root 
sugars  exported  from  Antwerp  during  the  first  eleven  moi^bs  €i  the 
year  1875:— 
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Table  VI. 


To- 

Befined  Sugar. 

Baw 

Beet-root 

Sugar. 

Loaf. 

Crushed. 

Candy. 

Great  Britain       ..        ,. 
Other  British  PonessionB 

Austria 

BrazU       

Chili         

Denmark 

Spain        

United  States      .. 

France 

Hanseatic  Towns . . 

Italy         

Morooco 

Ketheriands 

Peru         

Prussia 

Portugal 

Russia 

Bio  de  la  Plata    .. 

Sweden     .. 

Switzerland 

Turkey 

Kilos. 
2,616,709 

2,678 
188,889 

4,968 

676,647 

1,040 

694 

22,126 
482,288 
41,878 
41,169 
206 
14,894 
16,409 

"2O6 
217,826 

2.941 

Kilos. 
1,682 

**818 
698 

9,678 
414 

8,642 

86,690 

•  • 

"999 
"200 

3,802 

•  * 

KUos. 
724,724 
608 

•  • 

264,121 

482 

1,698 

26,988 

78,281 

1,918 

807,169 

120,979 

487 

11,626 

800,243 
87,968 

Kilos. 
9,110,878 

20,000 

.  6,48*6,689 

•  • 

60,068 

•  • 

Total 

4,022,887 

60,918 

2,866,020 

16,616,970 

Hops. 

The  deficient  harvest  of  1874,  combined  with  a  feeble  stock  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year  under  review,  afforded  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity to  operators,  and  prices  were  well  sustained  at  starting.  A  con- 
siderable fall  occurred  at  a  later  period,  but  the  close  of  the  year  was 
marked  by  a  fair  amount  of  animation  and  a  revival  of  prices,  Alost  and 
Poperinghe  (the  leading  native  qualities)  rising  respectively  to  54  fr. 
and  to  54  fr.  55  c. 

The  following  were  the  receipts  by  sea  in  1875  :— 

Bales. 

l^rom  Bremen        69 

„     Hamburgh 47 

„     England        868 

In  all 984 

Against,  in  1874         880 

1878         167 

1872         284 

Wool, 

The  dealings  in  ftiis  interesting  article  during  the  past  year  were 
well  sustained,  both  as  respects  the  quantities  imported  and  the  prices 
obtained,  although  towards  the  dose  of  the  year  a  decline  in  the  latter 
was  manifested,  owing  mainly  to  the  depressed  condition  of  the  woollen 
industry  in  Belgium. 

At  the  first  quarterly  wool  sale,  which  commenced  on  the  16th  of 
February,  16,810  bales  (18,830  of  which  were  of  Kiver  Plate  descrip- 
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tions)  were  offered,  14,102  bales  (of  which  12,876  were  from  the  Siver 
Plate)  being  sold.  The  second  sale  commenced  on  the  2l8t  of  April, 
giving  the  following  results : — offered  in  all,  19,926  bales,  sold,  16,470 
bales.  The  third  sale,  commencing  on  the  20th  of  July,  was  very 
largely  attended,  33,137  bales  being  offered  (of  which  from  Biver  Plate 
31,076),  24,177  bales  sold  (of  which  from  Eiver  Plate  23,372).  The 
fourth  and  last  sale  for  the  year  commenced  on  the  3rd  of  November. 
On  this  occasion  there  were  offered  in  dl  20,820^  bales,  sold,  16,294 
bales  (of  which  from  Siver  Plate,  offered,  18,866  bales,  sold,  15,788 
bales). 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  total  amount  of  wools  imported  at 
Antwerp  during  the  last  twelvemonth : — 

Table  VII. 


From — 

Bales. 

Bnenoa  Ayrea        

Montevideo         

Boeario 

SanNioolM 

Fray  Bentos           

Qnalegnay 

£ntTe-Bio8 

SanPedro 

Rio  Grande..                   

Algeria       

Odefisa        

Naples        

Liabon        ..         

Tanis          

Malaga        

PiUau          

K5nig8berg 

Santander 

Hamburgh  .. 

Prance         

United  Kingdom 

121,788 

18,589 

8,890 

2,425 

1,869 

4,288 

496 

1,268 

141 

50 

8,268 

8 

4 

26      ' 

29 

289 

685 

155 

882 

1,984 

89,091* 

InaU          

Against,  in  1874 

,>         1878 

„         1872     .•         ..         .. 

249,015 
245,761 
268,540 
222,676 

*  Inelnding  4,040  bales  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  1^87  bales  from 
Anstralia. 

The  Eiver  Plate  wools  were  thus  distributed  : —  , 
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Table  VIH. 


Aniyals. 

Sales. 

Transit. 

Stock  at  End 
of  Month. 

Months. 

1878. 

1874. 

1875. 

1874. 

1875. 

1874. 

1875. 

1874. 

Bal9. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

January 

17,118 

16,980 

8.302 

4,826 

1,089 

1,997 

14,118 

22  MC^ 

February 

9,662 

12,980 

16,623 

22,764 

3,568 

S'S! 

J'fSi 

l.\ii:* 

March      

15,395 

14,708 

7,271 

7,116 

2,412 

2,904 

9,196 

II.VJJJ 

April        

22,980 

20,052 

19,778 

6,800 

4,071 

2,306 

8,332 

ujm 

May          

86,999 

29,788 

6,060 

22,886 

2,608 

4,007 

36,763 

2e.d«i 

June        

18,158 

24,162 

10,626 

8,721 

1,822 

2,078 

JJS! 

40,  MT 

July         

10,168 

11,128 

21,926 

16,954 

281 

1,229 

80,929 

30.072 

Auguat     

10,508 

6,746 

8,075 

15,068 

8,832 

2,719 

29,680 

21.931 

September 

2,758 

8,254 

4,100 

9,178 

1,709 

923 

26,479 

20,034 

October    

561 

6,876 

^^04 

6,898 

800 

836 

20,946 

1S,T2C 

NoTember 

8»189 

1,680 

17,519 

16,811 

1,273 

116 

6,293 

4.9J9 

Deoember 

10,808 

4;982 

5,482 

2,740 

1,1«2 

885 

0,308 

e,3H0 

Total 

15^144 

166,787 

181,021 

137,262 

24.017 

25,371 

••• 

... 

Hides. 

The  following  particulars  derived  from  the  oiiKsalar  of  Messrs.  G. 
and  E.  Qrisar,  the  extensive  hide  brokers,  exhibit  the  leading  features 
of  this  important  branch  of  trade  during  the  past  year. 

The  arrivals  amounted  to  1,350,2(X)  hides,  being  an  increase  of 
224,881  hides  over  1874. 

Sales,  1,025,971  hides,  an  increase  of  77,549  over  1874. 

Transit,  281,059,  an  increase  of  22,876  over  1874. 

This  large  amount  of  business,  however,  being  accompanied  by  a 
persistent  decline  in  prices  throughout  the  whole  year,  can  hardly  be 
said  to  have  been  transacted  under  circumstances  ravourable  to  specu- 
lators. 

Two  large  public  sales  of  hides  were  held  at  Antwerp  in  1875,  the 
one  in  October  and 'the  other  in  December.  At  the  first  sale  ]  00,000 
hides  were  offered  and  65,000  sold ;  at  the  second  the  number  of  hides 
offered  amounted  to  80,000,  of  which  quantity  41,000  were  sold.  It 
may  be  well  to  jnention  that  the  Antwerp  importers,  in  the  hope  of 
giving  an  impetus  to  trade,  and  of  fsu^ilitating  transactions,  have  decided 
that  five  public  sales  of  sound  hides  shall  be  held  during  the  present 
year,  the  periods  provisionally  fixed  being  January,  March,  July, 
September,  and  November,  1876. 

The  following  return  will  afford  an  insight  into  the  dealings  in  hides 
at  this  port  during  the  year  1875  as  compared  with  1874 : — 

Table  IX. 


Year. 

ImportB. 

Sales. 

Transit. 

Stock  at  end 
of  December. 

1876  .. 
1874  .. 

1,860,292 
1,126,441 

1,025,971 
948,422 

281,659 
208,783 

363,976 
261,313 

HOBHS* 

The  imports  of  the  year  reached  in  all  1,877,000  horns,  which  may 
be  thus  classified,  prices  being  well  maintained :— * 
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Horns. 

Fjom  Bio  Grande 184,000 

Monte  Video  and  Uragnaj    . .        . .        628,000 

Buenos  Ayrea 661,000 

yftriooB  other  ports 9,000 

InaH 1,377,000 

Agiinstinl874        ..      1,448,000 

And  in  1878 1,645,000 

Shbbpskoib. 

The  number  of  riieepekiiis  veceived  during  t)ie  year  aiiMimted  to 
9,680 :— Sales,  7,985 ;  transit^  8,468 ;  stock  end  of  December,  1,047. 

GOTTOIV. 

The  hope  so  often  expressed  that  a  more  veHf  e  direct  intercourse 
might  be  established  between  Antwerp  and  the  cotton  pori»  has  hardly 
as  yet  been  realized.  The  decline  in  prices  which  j^reVidled  dnring  the 
latter  part  ot  the  year  also  exerted  a  rery  depieaalDg  influence  np<ni 
direct  importations,  yet  owing  to  the  development  of  the  transit  trade 
a  larger  amonnt  of  cotton  altogether  was  imported  than  during  the 
previons  year.  Efforts  will  no  doubt  continue  to  be  made  to  attnict  a 
larger  share  of  bnsinesB  to  this  market,  combining  as  it  doe*  all  the 
requisite  oonditiona  to  a  more  snecessAil  trade,  if  better  stocked. 

The  imports  by  sea  during  the  past  year  were  as  follows: — 

Biks. 

IWBiNevTork           1,767 

Philadelphia       8,617 

Charleston          ..  7,188 

Savannah 1,820 

Bombay 8,800 

Madras 8,240 

Braal 1,718 

Haiti       88 

United  Kingdom 148,454 

France 8,801 

In  all 180,428 

Against  in  1874 187,779 

1878 118,781 

1872; 144,146 

1871 110,883 

1870 91,198 

The  stock  at  the  dose  of  the  year  amounted  to  J  2,789  bales,  which 
may  be  thus  classed : — 

Bales. 

Louisiana  and  Texas 1,624 

UpUuxd ,         4,454 

Santos 800 

Ceara 100 

Oomra 2,921 

Western 8^40 

Bengal    • ••  100 
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Hehf. 


A  falling  off  in  the  import  of  this  product  by  sea  has  been  noticeable 
of  late  at  this  port,  which  may  be  explained  by  the  circumstance  that 
Italian  hemps  are  now  in  most  cases  forwarded  by  rail  direct  to  the 
manufacturers  in  Belgium.  The  fiivourable  quality  of  the  last  crop  of 
Indian  hemp  has  stimulated  the  demand  for  those  descriptions  which 
were  quoted  as  follows : — Jubblepore  from  52  fr.  to  62  fr. ;  Dewgeddy 
from  52  fr.  to  58  fr. ;  Eajapore  from  44  fr.  to  48  fr. ;  the  inquiry  for 
Bussian  hemps,  on  the  other  hand,  having  fisdlen  off  considerably  during 
the  past  year.  The  best  sorts  of  Manilla  averaged  from  80  fr.  to  82  fr. 
per  100  kilos.,  and  fair  qualities  for  cordage  at  m)m  76  fr.  to  78  fr. 
The  imports  by  sea  were  as  follows : — 

Bales. 

From  Naples 476 

L^horoi 15 

Havre 467 

Hamburgh  ..  26 

K5nig8berg         2,069 

Riga        1,764 

Pillaa 558 

British  ports       24,485 

29,860 

From  Holland  the  receipts  further  amounted  to  15,383  kilos. 
Of  jute  the  quantities  received  amounted  to  15,527  bales  (entirely 
from  England). 

Bales. 

Against  in  1874 8,882 

1878 9,866 

1872 7,981 

1871 4,686 

Tobacco. 

According  to  the  circular  of  Mr.  Le6n  Fran9ois,  the  past  year  has 
prored  a  very  disastrous  one  to  this  branch  of  trade.  This  result  is 
partly  attributed  to  the  apathy  of  importers  and  to  a  want  of  variety  in 
the  assortments  offered.  The  principal  descriptions  treated  in  this 
market  are  Havana,  Kentucky  and  Masoji  county — Maryland  and 
Ohio,  Ambalema,  Palmyra,  and  Brazilian  tobacco  occupying  a  less 
prominent  place.  Seedleaf,  Greek,  Turkish,  and  Amerstort  qualities 
were  in  good  demand,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  less  inquiry 
for  Manilla  and  East  Indian  tobaccos.  The  following  quantities  reached 
this  port  by  sea  during  the  year  1875 : — 
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Whence  Imported. 

Qoantitief. 

New  York 

Boion..'       

Haranft         

CienfnegOB 

Gibara           

VerarCmz 

Bahia 

BnenosAyres 

Rio  Grande 

Seville 

Santander 

Barcelona       

Genoa 

Leghorn         

Bremen          

Hamburgh 

France           

United  Kingdom 

Hogsheads. 
1,676 
1,626 

'*2 

20 

196 

346 
136 

Bales,  eases,  and  packages. 

2,784 

498 

2 

388 

397 

1,260 

22 

6,783 

872 

96 

"l 

1 

60 

1,226 

191 

342 

18,008 

Total    in    1876 
Against,  in  1874 
1873 
1872 
1871 
1870 

3,799 
6,998 
7,778 
4,940 
9,012 
4,672 

81,349 
36,830 
37,298 
30,026 
21,039 
16,668 

Pbtbolettm. 

A  large  yield  in  the  United  States,  combined  with  the  extensive 
stocks  accumulated  in  that  country  towards  the  close  of  1874,  imparted 
great  energy  to  the  transactions  in  this  product  during  the  year  under 
reyiew.  Under  the  influence  of  low  ruling  prices,  consumption, 
throughout  Europe  was  largely  increased,  leaving,  however,  no  very 
large  margin  of  profit  either  to  the  producers  or  to  the  importers. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  arrivals  of  petroleum  at  this  port  during 
the  last  few  years  will  be  found  in  the  subjoined  statement : — 

Table  XJ. 


Prom— 

1876. 

1874. 

1873. 

1872. 

• 

NeirTork 
Philadelphia     «.. 
Baltimore.  • 
Ibraila  and  Snlina 
Great  Britain      .. 

Barrels  and 
Cases. 
202,488 
427,764 
146,173 

1,662 

Barrels  and 

Cases. 

186,104 

466,662 

6,727 

1,628 

2,134 

Barrels  and 
Cases. 
206,831 
628,072 

2il06 

Barrels  and 
Cases. 
162,044 
287,793 

1,729 
2 

Total..        .. 

776,977 

662,146 

736,608 

461,668 

Of  irhich— 
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1875. 

1874. 

1878. 

1872. 

Befined      .. 

721,857 

617,888 

676,607 

M9,875 

Crude 

M              •• 

28,950 

26,354 

28,802 

41,426 

Kaphtkft    .. 

^    **              '• 

81,150 

16,217 

29,278 

16,937 

„           ..        •• 

Cases 

20 

,. 

•  • 

2^000 

Befliduom  ..        ». 

Barrels  .. 

,, 

700 

1,826 

1,880 

Labricating  oil     .. 

ff        •  • 

•• 

1,586 

•  • 

•  • 

Besik. 

The  arrirals  of  resin  daring  the  period  under  exammation  fisU  Aoit 
of  the  amounts  imported  in  1§74,  the  total  receipt  of  French  qualities 
being  as  follows :  26,561  barrels  against  28,927  barrels  in  1874.  Of 
United  States  descriptions  the  following  were  received:— 

Barrels. 

Prom  New  York  9,800 

Wilmington        18,905 

Oharieston  2,261 

Ibgland 27 

InaU 80,498 

Against,  in  187i  44,881 

Andini878 52,158 

The  stock  in  tiiis  market  at  the  dose  of  December  may  be  estimated 
at  10,000  barrels  American  resin,  and  600  barrels  of  IVench,  against 
OyOOO  barrels  American  and  500  barrds  French  at  tiie  corresponding 
period  the  year  previous. 

Wood,  Hewn  ahd  Sawk. 

The  depression  in  prices  which  extended  equally  to  this  branch  of 
trade  during  the  past  ;f ear,  led  to  diminished  activity  and  to  a  fidling 
off  of  imports  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year. 


Table  XII. 

PUlHKS. 


Prom— 

1875. 

1874. 

1878. 

ICenel 

St.  Petersborg,  Windaa,  and  Biga    .. 
Dantele 

Number. 

817,137 
62,144 
18,268 

Number. 

255,880 

198,182 

84,940 

Number. 

282,000 

118,860 

89,990 

Oak  Flahkb  ahd  Baxxbrl 

From» 

1875. 

1874. 

1878. 

Sweden  and  Norway 

Number. 
5,528,790 

Number. 
4,602,181 

Number. 
4^009,800 
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From— 

1876. 

1874. 

1878. 

Biga  and  Windaa        

Number. 

7,964 

Number. 
16,469 

Number. 
41,468 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  receipt  of  furniture  woods 
duiing  the  last  three  years : — 

Table  'XHI. 


Mahogany.. 
Cedar 

Boaewood.. 
Ebony 
Walnut     .. 
Maple 
Box 
Lignum  Yit89 


Blocks 


Fiecea 
Kilos. 


1876. 


6,908 

8,868 

802 

22 

2,924 

8,686 
8,270 


1874. 


6,666 

6,988 

816 

79 

1,270 

102 

6,744 

12,600 


1878. 


8,084 
2,974 
1,606 
614 
6,614 

2^810 
8,000 


The  latest  general  statement  relating  to  the  trade  of  Belgiuni 
during  the  year  1875  establishes  the  following  results  in  comparison 
with  the  previous  year. 

The  imports  (calculated  according  to  the  official  rates  of  value  esta- 
blished  for  1874)  show  an  increase  of  3  per  cent,  over  1874,  the  exports 
on  the  contrary,  a  decrease  of  1  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  year 
last  mentioned. 

NATieATION. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  entered  at  this  port  during  the  year 
1875  amounted  to  4,267,  with  a  tonnage  of  2,146,797  tons,  of  which 
number  2,247,  with  a  tonnage  of  1,307,747,  were  British.  The  propor- 
tion of  British  tonnage  was,  therefore,  a  fraction  under  61  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  tonnage  of  the  port  during  the  year. 

The  arrivals,  m  compared  with  1874,  were  as  follows : — 
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Table  XIV. 
Abbivau. 


Flags. 

1875. 

1874. 

Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Belgian        

French         

United  States 

British         

Dutch           

Danish         

Swedish        

Norwegian 

Turkish        

Austrian       

German 

Spanish         

Greek           

Portuguese 

Bussian        .  •         .  •         .  • 
Italian          

201 

842 

86 

2,247 

108 

201 

176 

888 

1 

25 

827 

304 

4 

18 

CO 

85 

172,847 
88,681 
88,762 
1,807,747 
88,875 
51,120 
76,208 

112.476 

3,800 

12,461 

182,948 
48,001 
2,582 
18,100 
28,410 
89,889 

181 
868 

56 
2,196 

88 
218 
157 
448 

'88 

441 

76 

11 

2 

50 
182 

157,464 
92,840 
54,044 
1,190,698 
19,600 
44,868 
64,707 

144,57d 

18,626 

158,727 

29,025 

6,811 

889 

12,547 

61,100 

Total 

4,267 

2,146,797 

4,466 

2,057,522 

Table  XV. 
Depabtobss. 


Flags. 

1875. 

1874. 

With  cargoes. 

In  Ballast. 

With  cargoes. 

In  Ballast. 

Belgian     .. 
French      .. 
United  States 
British      .. 
Dutch 
Danish      .. 
Swedish    .. 
Norwegian 
German 
Austrian  .. 
Italian 
Turkish    .. 
Spanish     .. 
Portuguese 

B^i^«n      ,. 

Greek       .. 

186 
180 

13 
1,578 

86 
114 
101 

61 

280 

6 

12 

94 

17 

18 

2 

17 
200 

25 

681 

•   19 

88 

78 
276 

'\l 

69 

1 

13 

'48 
3 

161 

156 

11 

1,625 

64 

105 
76 
78 

267 
18 
81 

72 
8 
5 
3 

19 
228 

52 
607 

81 
120 

79 
885 
178 

17 
106 

**3 

'ii 

7 

Total.. 

2,643 

1,590 

2,675 

1,868 
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Table  XVI. — Abbitals  of  Steamers  at  Antwerp  during  the  last 

Six  Years. 


1875. 

1874. 

1878. 

1872. 

1871. 

1870. 

KamberofTOTBgw     ... 

patsengen... 

Tonnage  

2,717 

23,730 

1,649,910 

2,315 

^,469 

1,518,822 

2,619 

20,684 

1,405,292 

2,618 

8,487 

1,079,619 

2,219 

14,814 

1,051,960 

Table  of  English  equivalents  of  weights  and  measures  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  report. 

Hectolitre  of  grain  »  2*889  Winchester  boBhels. 
Kilogramme       '      »  2  lbs.  8  oz.  4^  dr.  aToirdupoii. 

Antwerp,  January  81, 1876. 
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FBANCE. 

BBEST. 

.Eqfort  hf  Ckmml  MainaU  im  ike  Trade^  Otmmerve,  Mavi^^aim,  ^c,  of 
the  Departments  of  Fimittere,  CStes  du  Nordj  and  Morbihan,  for  the 
Year  1876  ;  with  directions  for  Mariners^  to  enable  them  to  avoid 
casualties  on  i^  dangerous  voasts  of  Finistere  aud  neighbouring 
Islands  and  Bocks, 

GoMPABSB  with  1874,  little  or  no  change  has  been  observed  daring 
the  past  year  in  the  character  or  amouut  of  trade  and  commerce  within 
my  considar  district.  If  any  improyement  has  taken  place  it  must  have 
been  in  connection  with  naval  supplies,  which,  at  Brest  and  Lorient, 
have  been  lar|;er  than  for  some  years  past ;  but,  as  most  of  these  are 
brought  hj  rail,  I  have  no  means  of  furnishing  statistics  on  the  subject, 
as  none  are  obtainable. 

With  a  view  of  showing  the  amount  ^d  character  of  British  and 
foreign  commerce  and  navigation  within  my  district,  I  subjoin  various 
statistical  tables. 

Bbitish  Shipping  at  Brest  during  the  Five  Tears  ended  1875. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Tears. 

Number 

of 
Yesaels. 

Tonnage. 

Value  of 
Cargoes. 

Number 

of 
YeeselB. 

Tonnage. 

Yalue  of 
Cargoes. 

1871  .. 
1872.. 
1878.. 

1874  .. 

1875  .. 

46 
84 
29 
59 
69 

.11,845 
7,908 
6,412 
7,266 
7,862 

£ 
896,283 
49,968 
81,641 
84,846 
44,668 

46 
34 
29 
58 
59 

11,846 
7,903 
6,412 
6,860 
7,862 

24,864 

20,260 

2,088 

616 

11,877 

British  and  Foreign  Shipping  at  Brest  in  1875. 


Ships. 

Value  of  Cargoes. 

XaUonaUty. 

Entered. 

Cleared 

SaiUng. 

Steam. 

Tonnage. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Tonnage. 

Importa. 

Exports. 

£ 

£ 

British      

66 

S 

7,862 

56 

3 

7,862 

44,658 

11,877 

French      

69 

... 

8,89» 

191 

24,812 

21,819 

65,321 

Biusian    

2 

... 

754 

2 

789 

6,080 

BaUast. 

Swedish    

1 

... 

372 

8 

1,394 

371 

Norwegian 

14 

... 

6,652 

14 

4,872 

6,669 

1 

... 

280 

1 

280 

3,560 

Italian 

1 

... 

774 

1 

825 

1,584 

.. 

Total 

144 

8 

25,587 

268 

3 

40,334 

84,191 

77,198 
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ImperU.—From  England:  coal  (26,697  ton8),<;ement,  and  cast-irwi. 
Trom  Norway  and  Sweden :  timber  and  ice.  From  Eussia :  timber. 
'From  Grermany :  hemp  and  timber.     From  Peru:  guano. 

Uaporis.— To  England:  barley,  potatoes,  animal  bones,  potash,  &c. 

CoASTiNe  Trade  at  Brest  in  1675. 


'  EiiMmL 

Cleared. 

Valne  of  Cargoee. 

SaiMng. 

Steam. 

Tonnage. 

Sailing. 

steam. 

Tonnage. 

IvaportM. 

Exports. 

French  TesMli    ... 

8QB 

487 

€5,429 

853 

385 

62.741 

M 
650,060 

348,541 

Imports. — Coal  from  the  Anzin  mines  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
Government  Dockyard,  potash,  cider,  chains  and  cables,  cordage, 
copper,  wines,  spirits,  &c. 

EatporU, — Coal,  timber,  cement,  bricks,  wine,  brandy,  lime,  manure, 
alkali,  soap,  &c, 

Bbitish  and  Foreign  Shipping  in  1875  at  the  Minor  Ports  in  the 
Department  of  Finist^re;  namely,  Landemeau,  Boscoff,  Labrewiach, 
Conquet,  Le  Faon,  Port  Launay,  Camaret,  Concarneau,  Pont 
TAbb^,  Morgat,  Douarn^nez^  Audieme,  Quimper,  Quimperle 
Don^lan,  and  Pont  Avea. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Kationality. 

Number 

of 
Yeaiela. 

Tonnage. 

Valne  of 
Cargoes. 

Number 

of 
YeBsels. 

Tonnage. 

Valne  of 
Cargoes. 

Britiah      .. 
Belgian   '.. 
French      . . 
Qerman 

827 
17 

151 

2 

22 

16,841 
1,061 

12,162 

245 

2,861 

£ 

12.184 

BallMt. 

19,087 

5,119 

88,262 

321 

17 

309 

2 

8 

16,096 
1,061 

22,468 
245 
887 

64,825 

1,820 

76.922 

BaUast. 

Total.. 

519 

32,160 

74,602 

652 

40,197 

143,667 

Imports. — ^From  England:  coal,  coke,  cement,  bricks,  Ac.  From 
Eussia:  flax  and  hemp.  From  Norway  and  Sweden:  timber  and 
code'-ree. 

Exports. — To  England:  wood  for  telegraph  poles,  rye,  barley, 
potatoes,  and  potash.    To  Belgium :  lobsters. 


q2 
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GoASTiNO  Trade  at  the  Minor  Ports  of  the  Department  of  Finistere 

for  1875. 


Entered, 

Cleared. 

Number 

of 
Yeasols. 

Tonnage. 

Yalue. 

Number 

of. 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Value. 

French  Tessils. . 

8,499 

80,750 

206,787 

8,303 

88,063 

307,834 

Imports, — Fruits,  animal  bones,  colonial  produce,  cider,  spirits,  wine, 
firewood,  &c. 

JSxporls. — Potatoes,  farm  produce,  potash,  &c. 

The  number  of  small  vessels  and  boats  employed  in  the  coasting 
trade  has  decreased  from  8,936  in  1874  to  3,499  in  1875,  and  the  value 
of  merchandize  in  proportion. 

Bbitish  Shipping  at  Morlaix  in  1873, 1874,  and  1875. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Years. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Value. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Value. 

1878    .. 
1874    .. 
1876     .. 

56 
SO 
25 

9,700 
2,668 
8,189 

£ 
17,326 
23,444 
29,227 

56 
SO 
24 

9,700 
2,446 
3,138 

£ 
43,280 
13,028 
17,266 

Bbitish  and  Foreign  Trade  at  the  Port  of  Morlaix  during  the 
Tear  1875. 


Ships. 

VaIiia  ftf 

Nationality. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

value  oi  v/«u5\M7». 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

British    .. 
French    . . 
Norwegian 
Hnssian  .. 

25 

51 

11 

2 

8,189 

3,708 

2,540 

367 

24 

79 

10 

2 

8,188 

5,726 

2,389 

857 

£ 
29,227 

9,895 
10,877 

8,249 

£ 

17,266 

26,896 

3,214 

Ballast. 

Total 

89 

9,794 

116 

11,610 

58,248 

47,376 

Imports. — ^From  England  :  coal,  cement,  bricks,  china-ware,  manu- 
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factured  goods.      From    Bussia:   timber  and  flax.    From  Holland: 
tobacco.    From  Spain :  wine  and  fruits.    From  Q-ermanj :  tobacco. 

Exportf, — To  Eogland :  salted  meat,  cattle,  poultry,  butter,  animal 
bones,  buckwheat,  <&c.    To  Sweden  ;  salted  butter. 

CoASTiKO  Trade  at  Morlaix  in  1875. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Value  of  Cargoes. 

Number 

of 
Yessela. 

Tonnage. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

French  veflsele   . . 

279 

21,478 

254 

19,675 

£ 
82,494 

£ 
67,781 

Imports, — Spirits,  wines,  colonial  produce,  manufactured  goods,  &c. 
Exports, — Vegetables,  salted  and  preserved  meats,  cereals,  and  large 
quantities  of  butter. 

Bbitish  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Lorient  during  the  Tears  1873, 
1874,  and  1875. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Tears. 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tonnage. 

Value. 

of 

Tonnage. 

Valne. 

VesKls. 

Vessels. 

£ 

£ 

1878    .. 

18 

8.590 

13.266 

18 

8,690 

4,628 

1874    .. 

12 

1,609 

12,094 

n 

1,424 

387 

1875    .. 

10 

2,169 

3,200 

11 

2,846 

794 

Bbitish  and  Foreign  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Lorient  during  the 

Year  1875. 


Ships. 

l^ationality. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Sailing. 

Steank 

Tonnage. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Tonnage. 

Impurta. 

Exports. 

BritlBh         

French         

Gennan        

Swedish  and  Nor- 
weKian     

Others  wlthont  dis- 
tinction of  flag   . 

7 

199 

4 

19 

1 

8 

2,169 
18,A61 
1,118 

2,108 

45 

8 

261 

4 

19 

1 

8 

2.846 

27,879 

1.118 

2,103 

45 

8,200 

96.781 

4,427 

42,442 

1,362 

794 
22,828 
BiOlaat. 

4,408 

BallaaL 

Total 

230 

8 

S8,996 

293 

3 

83,491 

148,212 

28,026 

Imports, — From  England:  coal,  timber  (teak),  and  iron.  From 
Norway :  cods'-roe,  timber  (piue),  ulanks,  Ac.    From  Germany :  hemp. 

Kacports, — To  England :  wood  for  telegraph  poles,  flour,  salted  pro- 
Tisions^  farm  produce^  &c.    To  Norway :  preserved  sardines,  &c. 
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Bbittsh'  Shipping  afc  the  Port  of  Sfc.  Brieuo  during  the  Years  1873, 
1874,  and  1875. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Tears. 

Nnmber 

of 
Yesaels. 

Yalne. 

l^nmber 

of 
YesselB. 

Tonnage. 

Value. 

1878    .. 
1874    .. 
1876    .. 

238 
251 
282 

9,685 
11,837 
18,162 

£ 

8,000 
21.674 
24,016 

281 
264 
295 

9,877 
11,806 
18,808 

£ 
25,189 
85,418 
89,052 

British  and  Foreign  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  St.  Brieoc  (Le  Legu^) 
during  the  Tear  1875. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Value  of  Cargoes. 

Nationalitj. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Toomage. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

BriUsh 
French 

Others  vithont  dis- 
tiniitionofflag  .. 

282 
76 

3 

18,162 
7,022 

584 

296 
106 

8 

18,808 
8,785 

584 

£ 
24,016 
14,035 

1,218 

£ 
89,052 
28,498 

Ballast. 

Total  .. 

861 

20,768 

404 

28,127 

89,264 

62,560 

Imports, — From  England :  coal,  seeds,  iruits,  metals,  and  colonial^ 
produce.     From  other  countries:  wood,  fruit,  seeds,  Ac. 

JCxparts. — To  England:  cattle,  vegetables,  animal  bones,  chemical 
products,  &fC  To  Ne?rfoundland :  storen  imd  provisions  for  fishing 
stations. 


Bbitish  and  Foreign  Trade,  in  1875,  at  the  Minor  Ports  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  C6tes  du  Nord :  namelj,  Lannion,  Perros,  Treguier, 
Pontrieux,  L6zardrieux,  Portrieux,  Binic,  Dahouet,  and  Erquj. 


Bnteted. 

Cfieared. 

KitiimiiHgK; 

Nnmber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage- 

Valne 

of 
Cargoes. 

Numher 

of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Value 

of 
CSargoes. 

British 
Ttench 

Others  without  dis- 
tinction of  flag-  .. 

421 

552 

11 

19,420 
28,825 

1,260 

£ 

77,397 
95,300 

8,780 

428 
886 

12 

19^078 
87,755 

1,658 

£ 

72,221 
148,719 

4,762 

l^tafc  .. 

984 

44^06. 

176,477 

1,326 

66,891 

226,692  • 
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The'  hardest  of  1875  proved  a  fair  average  one,  save  with  respect  to^ 
oats,  whick  yielded  a  crop  hy  one  third  less  than  ia  IB74. 

The  wheat,  bailey,  and  buckwheat  crops  were  large  and  of  exceHeot 
^oality. 

The  average  prices  of  these  oeseaLi  may  be  quoted  thus .- — 

Pr.  c.        Fr.  c. 

Wheat    .-.         20  40  to  20  80  per  160  lbs. 

Oats       21  00        22  00    ,,   200  ,, 

Buckwheat        15  00        16  00    „   200   „ 

Barlej 12  00        18  00    „   140   ,« 

The  peasant  farmers  continue  to  pay  mueh  attention  to  thebreedmg 
and  feeding  of  cattle,  and  some  specinieos)  produced  at  various  cattle 
markets,  We  been-  remaikably  fin»,  and  in  eonsequenoe^  most  of  them 
were  readily  purchased  for  exportation  to  England. 

As  regards  ordinary  £»m  produce!,  in  which  there  is  a  very  large 
trade  carried  on,  it  must  be  observed  that  sufficient  attention  is  not) 
paid  to  quality  ;  this  ranark  is  particularly  applicable  to  butter,  which  is  • 
too  much  salted  aad  not  handled  with  sufficient  cleanliness.  This  is  tD> 
be  regreUed,  as  the  quantity  produced  in  Finist^re  and  in  the  G6tes  da. 
Nord  is  very  large.  Most  of  it  is  exported  to  England,  but'  the 
producers  complain  that  the  prices  obtained  there  are  not  remunerating, 
a  fact  not  at  all  surprising  after  what  I  have  just  stated. 

Agricultural  implements  used  by  the  peasant  fanners  (the  largest 
class  of  landed  proprietors)  continue  to  be  of  a  very^  primitive  mid, 
much  to  the  prejudice  of  production ;  and  the  peasant  continues  in  spite 
of  good  examples  s^hown  by  large  proprietors,  to  oppose  the  introduction 
of  modern  improvements,  which  he  looks  upon  as  useless  innoirations. 

CoHmBCiAL  Haabous  or  Bbxst. 

In  my  Eeport  for  1874  I  mentioned  that  it  had  been  proposed  to 
build  a  patent  blip  in  the  harbour,  but  this  was  never  carried  out  from 
want  of  funds.  8iuce  then  a  civil  engineer  has  obtained  authority  from 
the  Gbvernment  to  construct  a  gridiron  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting 
or  repairing  vessels  at  low  water.  The  work  has  already  been  com- 
menced, and  it  is  to  be  finished  by  August  next. 

PtTHLPO  WoBEB,  Wagxs,  Bats  07  Liwe, 
HoirsB  Bjckt,  Ac, 

No  works  of  public  utility  or  of  any  importance  have  been  under' 
taken  during  the  past  year.  Wages  nave  not  much  increased,  but 
6V(*rythfing  connected  with  the  necessaries  of  life  has  risen  in  priee$ 
while  the  rates  of  local  taxes  have  been  raised,  and  in  consequence  moclv 
distress  is  evideut,  especially  among  the  working  classes. 

Lighthouses,  Beacons,  BroTS,  &c. 

LMly  Deported,  on  these  Ian*  year,  sad  no  cbango  of  inportsnce  has 
since  taken  place.  I  may,  however,  mention  that  the  work  in  cen«> 
nection  with  the  construction  of  the  ''Ar-men"  lighthouse   (Pbare 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


218  FBAircE. 

'^  d'Ar-men,"  Chauss^  de  Sein)  has  again  during  18*75  been  8in^;ularl7 
fayonred  by  weather  and  other  circurostances.  The  masonry  is  now 
raised  more  than  eight  feet  above  the  level  of  high  water,  and  will 
already  prove  useful  as  a  beacon.  To  finish  this  important  undertaking, 
surrotinded  as  it  is  with  very  great  diflSculties,  and  even  with  danger, 
will  yet  require  four  or  five  years,  but  when  finished,  this  lighthouse 
will  prove  of  the  greatest  service  to  mariners,  and  probably  save  many  a 
ship  from  total  loss,  for  the  neighbouring  rocks  and  shoals  are  perhaps 
the  most  dangerous  on  the  coasts  of  France. 

Geitebal  Bemabks. 

The  numerous  shipwrecks  and  casualties  which  occurred  during  the 
year  1875  off  the  coast  of  Finistere,  by  which  many  valuable  lives  were 
lost,  appear  to  call  for  special  attention,  and  it  has  therefore  occurred 
to  me  that  it  would  not  be  foreign  to  a  Commercial  Eeport  to  include 
in  it  some  directions  that  may  prove  useful  to  mariners  compelled  to 
navigate  in  these  dangerous  waters. 

1  therefore  add  to  this  Eeport  a  translation  of  a  paper  prepared  on 
the  subject  by  Commander  de  Eoujoux,  of  the  French  navy,  and 
courteously  furnished  to  me ;  and  I  may  add  that  Monsieur  de  Boujoux 
has  for  many  years  paid  particular  attention  to  the  navigation  off  this 
coaftt,  and  is  considered  an  authority  on  any  question  in  connection 
with  it. 

Sailing  Directions  for  Ships  entering  the  British  Channel  from  the 
Southy  during  Rggg  Weather,  with  rules  to  he  followed  in  order  to  avoid 
Casttalties. 

"On  the  coast  of  Finistere,  the  lights,  often  poweiless  to  pierce  the 
dense  fog  bank  even  at  a  short  distance,  do  not  always  suffice  to  ensure 
the  safety  of  ships,  especially  such  as  may  have  been  without  observa- 
tions during  two  or  three  days,  far,  as  has  often  been  proved,  they  may 
find  themselves  30  or  40  miles  in  error  of  longitude.  Their  only  chance 
in  such  case  is  sounding,  by  which  it  is  possible,  if  executed  with 
intelligence,  to  manoBuvre  in  such  a  way  as  to  pass  at  least  five  or  six 
miles  to  the  west  of  the  island  of  Ushnnt  (Ouessant). 

"In  taking  into  consideration  the  nature  of  the  bottom  and  the 
structure  of  the  submarine  soil,  as  shown  by  chart  No.  2,717  A,  ♦  it  is 
ascertained  that  east  of  the  meridian  of  the  Point  of  the  Raz  (Pointe 
du  Baz)  it  is  impossible,  while  steering  northward,  to  approach  the 
French  coast  without  passing  over  the  large  bank  of  soft  mud  of  the 
Bay  of  Biscay,  running  in  a  line  of  at  least  eighteen  miles.  Here  the 
depth  of  the' water  is  of  no  importance,  because  the  naturp  of  the 
bottom  speaks  for  itself,  and  clearly  shows  that  the  course  ought  to  be 
in  the  direction  of  the  west.  The  soundings  ought  therefore  to  be 
sufficiently  near  each  other,  so  that  the  mud  cannot  pass  unperceived, 
but  they  are  only  necessary  when  it  is  possible  to  meet  with  mud,  that 
is  to  say,  after  having  run  a  distance  of  at  least  thirty*five  miles  from 
the  topographical  curve  of  300  metres.t 

Between  the  meridian  of  the  Point  of  the  Baz  (Pointe  du  Bnz)  and 
that  of  the  western  extremity  of  the  bank  of  Sein  (Chauss^e  de  Sein) 


^  This  is  a  French  charts  which  may  be  obtained  in  Ptois  at  the  Depdides  Cartes 
et  nnis  de  la  Mariae,  and  probably  ia  London, 
t  1  metre  «  8  feet  Z\  inches. 
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mud  is  again  met  with,  but  at  the  same  time,  further  evidence  of 
position,  as  correct  as  the  first  is  there  met  wihh,  namely,  the  topo- 
graphic alcurve  of  70  metres  which  runs  parallel  with  the  Chau8s6e  de 
Sein  at  a  distance  of  ten  miles. 

In  making  it  a  rule  to  steer  northward  when  the  cast  of  the  lead 
shows  a  deptli  of  water  of  more  tlmn  120  metres,  and  westward  when  it 
shows  a  deprh  of  less  than  120  metres,  the  Chausa^e  de  Sein  cannot  be 
neared  by  less  than  5  miles,  if  the  soundings  have  been  taken  at  5 
miles  apart  in  running  northward,  for  the  lead  will  fall  once  at  least  on 
a  bottom  where  the  real  depth  is  less  than  70,  60,  or  50  metres ; 
therefore,  in  order  to  approach  the  bank  in  a  dangerous  manner,  one 
would  have  to  manoeuvre  by  a  deplh  of  less  than  70  metres,  as  one 
would  have  to  do  for  more  than  120  metres,  and  consequently  confound 
120  with  70,  60,  or  50  metres,  that  is  to  say,  commit  errors  in  the 
depth  of  water  of  70,  100,  or  140  per  cent,  which  is  not  admissible. 

Towards  the  extremity  of  the  Chaussee  de  Sein,  the  difference 
between  120  metres  and  the  real  depth  of  water  may  not,  it  is  true,  be 
as  con>iderable  as  in  the  part  more  to  the  east,  because  there  is  a 
submarine  valley  between  latitudes  47*^  55'  and  48^,  consequently  certain 
precautions  must  be  taken  to  make  sure  of  passing  at  a  certain  distance 
from  the  island  of  Ushant  (Ouessant),  precautions  which  will  later  be 
indicated  under  paragraph  3  of  the  rules  to  be  followed  to  avoid 
casualties. 

Soundings  in  a  northward  course  ought  always  to  be  taken  at 
distances  of  5  miles,  but  tlieir  number  should  be  limited,  because  they 
are  only  necessary  when  it  is  possible  to  meet  with  either  the  real  depth 
of  water  of  70  metres  or  a  bottom  of  soft  mud ;  but  this  possibility 
begins  at  35  miles  from  the  curve  of  300  metres,  and  ceases  to  exist 
when  a  run  of  20  consecutive  miles  has  been  made  without  meeting 
with  either  mud  or  a  depth  ol  water  less  than  120  metres, — starting,  it 
being  well  understood,  from  a  point  at  35  miles  distance  from  the  curve 
of  300  metres. 

When— on  leaving  any  point  situated  at  a  distance  of  35^  miles  fix)ni 
the  curve  of  300  metres — a  run  of  20  consecutive  miles  to  the  north- 
ward has  been  made,  without  meeting  with  either  mud  or  a  depth  of 
water  less  than  120  metres,  the  ship's  position  will  be  west  of  the 
meridian  of  Ushant  (Ouessant),  and  at  least  in  latitude  48*^,  and,  to 
double  the  inland  of  Ushant  (Ouessant)  in  latitude,  it  only  remains  to 
to  run  on  latitudinally  for  about  30  or  40  miles  without  b^ing  obliged 
to  take  soundings,  which  would  moreover  be  useless,  for  the  differenci^ 
in  depth  of  water  is  trifling  and  not  easy  to  establish,  except  by  very 
experienced  sounders.  It  is  only  necessary  to  be  careful  not  in  the 
least  to  chnnge  the  course  towards  the  east  until  the  island  of  Ushant 
(Ouessant)  has  been  doubled  latitudinally. 

The  matter  of  the  most  importance  is  therefore  merely  to  count  the 
20  coiise(*utiye  miles  to  the  northward,  starting  from  a  point  situated 
at  least  35  miles  from  the  curve  of  300  metres. 

When  it  is  possible  to  run  these  20  consecutive  miles  immediately 
after  leaving  a  point  35  miles  distant  from  the  curve  of  300  metres,  not 
the  least  doubt  need  be  entertained,  but,  if  led  earlier  to  run  one  or 
several  times  to  the  westward,  it  might  happen  that  the  ship  might  bo 
brought  back  to  a  distance  of  less  than  35  miles  from  the  curve  of  300 
metres ;  in  this  case  she  would  still  be  at  a  distance  of  35  miles  from 
the  curve  of  300  metres  whenever  the  parallel  to  this  curve,  passing  by 
a  point  at  least  35  miles  distant,  is  obtained.  Now  this  will  take  place 
when  the  number  of  miles  run  from  this  point  to  the  north  and  west 
is  the  same,  considering  that  the  course  run  would  thus  be  N.W.,  and 
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that  the  bearings  of  the  curve  of  300  metres  is  directed  from  the  S.E.  to  ^ 
the  N.W.,  between  longitnde  (Paris)  6*  acd  8**,  that  is  to  say,  in 
latitudes  where  it  ia  possible  to  be  obliged  to  run  westward. 

It  is,  therefore,  necessary  when  one  has  had  to  run  westward  to 
take,  as  starting  point,  the  first  sounding  made  at  35  miles  from  the 
curve  of  300  metres,  and  await  the  counting  of  the  20  consecutive  miles 
to  the  northward,  until  the  same  niimber  of  miles  has  been  run  to  the 
north  as  to  the  west,  aft^r  the  first  sounding. 

The  important  part  played  by  the  curve  of  300  metres  has  been 
made  evident.  The  finding  of  the  curve  is  easy  and  certain,  when 
errors  of  soundings  of  more  than  60  per  cent,  are  not  committed ;  for, 
when  the  lead  does  not  touch  bottom  after  having  paid  out  300  metres 
of  line,  the  depth  certainly  exceeds  200  metres,  and  if  the  lead  touches 
bottom  before  paying  out  300  metres  of  line,  the  depth  is  necessarily 
less  than  300  metres.  Therefore,  when  in  paying  out  300  metres  of 
line,  two  soundings,  taken,  for  instance,  at  a  distance  of  about  5  miles 
from  each  other,  have  given  as  result  the  first  no  bottom,  and  the 
second  a  given  depth,  the  ship  would  be  to  the  north  of  the  curve  of 
300  metres,  and  at  a  marimum  distance  of  5  miles  from  the  curve  of 
200  metresr — almost  contiguous  to  that  of  300  metres. 

It  is,  therefore,  evident  that  one  obtains  a  knowledge  of  the  curve 
of  300  metres  in  a  manner  sufficiently  correct  for  the  object  in  view, 
without  troubling  oneself  about  the  depth  of  water.  It  is  sufficient 
thah  the  line  be  not  inclined  more  than  48  degrees,  when  the  lead  does 
not  touch  bottom  with  300  metres  of  line  paid  out ;  if  the  lead  brings 
up  anything,  the  inclination  and  the  quantity  of  line  paid  out  are  of  no 
importance. 

When,  afber  paying  out  300  metres,  the  lead  touches  bottom 
without  the  inclination  exceeding  48°,  soundings  will  have  been  taken 
exactly  between  the  curves  of  200  and  300  metres. 

If  the  meeting  of  the  curve  of  300  metres  takes  place  at  the  moment 
expected,  one  must  in  no  way  conclude  that  the  estimated  position  of 
the  ship  is  exact,  for  it  may  occur  with  an  error  of  nearly  4  degrees  of 
longitude  and  1^  degree  of  latitude,  when  Cape  Finistere  has  been  taken 
as  the  starting  point;  indeed  in  describing,  with  that  point  for  a 
centre,  a  segment  of  a  circle  with  a  radius  of  278  miles,  the  circuit  of 
the  curve  of  300  metres  is  followed  very  nearly  under  an  angle  of  50 
degrees  between  N.  17**  E.  and  N.  67**  E. 

Bulet  to  he  followed  in  order  to  avoid  CasuaUiei. 

1.  u^scertain  the  topographical  curve  of  300  metres,  and  to  do  this 
sound  at  distances  of  5  or  6  miles,  when  you  think  to  approach  it, 
without  paying  out  more  than  300  metres  of  line,  and  continue  the 
Houndings  until  the  lead  touches  bottom.  Then  run  35  miles  without 
sounding  between  N.E.  and  N.N.B.* 

2.  After  these  36  miles,  steer  thus: — to  the  north,  when  the  lead 
shows  more  than  120  metres  without  mud ;  to  the  west,  when  the  lead 
shows  less  than  120  metres — be  the  bottom  whatever  it  may,  and  also 
when  a  muddy  bottom  is  found,  be  the  depth  whatever  it  may. 

These  directions  should  be  followed  until  after  a  run  of  20  consecu* 
tive  miles  northward,  without  meeting  either  with  a  muddy  bottom  or 

*  It  is  needless  to  say  thtt,  if  at  the  first  aonndiiig  the  lea'l  afaonld  touch  bottom: 
without  the  depth  being  greater  than  200  metres,  one  mutt  retrace  one's  Ksteps  untU 
no  bottom  is  found  after  paying  oat  300  metres;  to  avoid  Uiis  backward  course  it  is 
better  to  cast  the  lead  too  soon  than  too  late. 
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a  depili  of  water  of  less  than  120  metres,  starting  from  a  point  situated 
at  least  85  miles  from  the  curve  of  300  metres,  as  earlier  explained. 

3.  When  the  20  consecutive  miles  northward  have  been  run,  it  is 
prudent  to  run  5  or  6  miles  towards  the  west  whatever  the  depth  of 
water  may  be,  unless  it  be  evident  tliat  its  depth  is  greater  than  120 
metres. 

The  course  to  the  northward  is  then  resumed  without  the  necessity 
of  again  sounding. 

4.  The  northward  course  must  be  continued  until  30  or  40  miles  in 
latitude  have  be^i  made  after  the  ran  of  20  consecutiye  miles  to  the 
northward. 

5.  The  distance  between  the  soundings  should  never  exceed  5  miles 
in  the  northward  course,  so  long  as  the  20  cbusecntive  miles  northward 
have  not  been  run ;  it  may  vary  at  pleasure  in  the  westerly  course. 

lUmortmdum. — In  order  to  make  the  above  sailing  directions  and 
rules  quite  clear  and  useful,  the  French  chart  No.  2!rL7  A  should  be 
procured  at  the  place  indicated. 

Brest,  March  Srd,  1876. 
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Report  hy  Consul  Hamond  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Cherbourg  for 

the  Year  1875. 

The  commercial  report  for  Cherbourg  for  1876,  varies  little  from' 
that  of  the  preceding  years  in  regard  to  the  common  local  exports ;  in 
the  imports  there  is  a  sligiit  increase  in  coal,  but  not  of  any  importance. 
The  exports  by  steani  navigation  ought  to  be  more  proiluctive,  and  a 
still  larger  trade  might  be  carried  on  if  an  additiooal  boat  were  put  on 
the  line. 

The  Chamber  of  Deputies  v^ted  at  its  last  sitting  a  branch  railway 
±0  connect  the  naval  porta  of  Cherbourg  and  Brest,  thereby  opening  a 
strategic  line  along  the  west  coa^t,  which  will  be  also  an  outlet  for 
parts  of  Brittany  and  the  intervening  Norman  markets,  which  will  then 
use  the  port  of  Cherbourg. 

My  own  impression  is  the  immense  importance  of  establishing  a 
direct  commuuication  with  Cherbourg  and  the  Transatlantic  ports; 
seven  of  these  fine  vessels  hlready  call  here  during  the  month  and 
unloud  their  bullion  for  Paris,  the  two  Royal  West  India  mails  im- 
porting the  largest  quantity.  Different  projects  have  been  brought 
forward,  most  of  them  unfortunately  interfering  with  the  dockyard, 
which  has  at  once  put  n  stop  to  the  enterprise.  A  plan  was  then  sug- 
gested, which  was  considerably  canvassed  and  criticized  and  seemingly 
thrown  aside ;  but  this  year  it  has  been  taken  up  with  new  fervour. 
The  Town  Council  have  presented  a  very  strong  petition  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Republic,  tii rough  the  members  of  the  <lepartment,  by 
wliom  it  has  been  warmly  supported,  and  the  project  is  no  longer  a 
chimera.  It  is  proposed  to  make  a  jetee  warff  at  the  east  entrance  of 
tlie  port,  the  opposite  side  to  the  dockyard,  or  in  fact  to  carry  out  the 
present  pier  sufficiently  far  into  the  roa4s,  that  vessels  of  all  tonnage 
may  load  or  unload  there  at  low  water.  If  this  work  can  be  carried 
out  with  success,  it  will  change  essentially  the  commercial  prospects 
of  Cherbourg,  but  the  petition  presented  to  the  President  will  best 
explain  the  nature  of  the  proposed  work : — 

''La  Jetee  Warff. 

"  Des  retards  imprevus  nous  ont  empeche  de  faire  connaitre  plutot 
.4  nos  lecteurs  les  renseignements  relatifs  a  la  question  de  la  jetee  warff 
dont  nous  avons  parl^  rec^mmeut. 

*'  Cctte  question  vient  d'entrer  dans  une  phase  nouvelle  au  bout  de 
laquelle  il  est  permis  d*esd^rer  la  realisation  du  voeu  fojrm^  depuis  si 
longtemps  par  la  population  de  Cherbourg.  C'est  k  Tinitiative  de  notre 
concitoyen  M.  Gustavo  Bonfiis,  que  nous  sommes  redevables  de  ce 
r^sultat.  On  connait,  du  reste,  le  zele  infatigable  qu'il  a  apporte  dans 
cette  affaire.  Aujourd'hui  encore,  c'est  k  ce  z^le  qu'il  faut  attribuer  la 
resurrection  d*un  projet  qui  semblait  condamn^.  Nous  ^mmes  trop 
attach^  aux  int^r^ts  du  commerce  de  Cherbourg,  k  sa  prosp^rit^,  poor 
ne  pas  rendre  pleine  ct  entiere  justice  k  ceux  qui,  comme  M.  Gustave 
Bonfiis,  s'emploient  avee  la  m^me  intelligence  et  la  mdme  activity,  k  les 
servir  utilement. 

'*  Par  les  soius  de  M.  Oustave  Bonfiis,  une  petition  au  mar^chal  de 
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Mac-Mabon,  President  de  la  Republiqne,  a  efce  rev^tue  d'environ  550 
sigDatures  et  remise  k  MM.  les  deputes  de  la  Mauche  qui  avaient 
bien  voulu  so  charger  de  la  remettre  euxmemes  au  Mar^clial. 

**Au  commencement  du  inois  dernier,  a  la  rentree  des  Chambres, 
MM.  les  d^put^s  de  la  Manche  deinanderent,  en  effet,  et  obtinrent  du 
President  de  la  R^publique  une  audience  afin  de  Tentretenir  de  la 
question  et  de  lui  remettre  ladite  petition,  accorapagnee  d'une  apostille 
qui,  en  insistant  sur  les  termes  de  la  petition,  donnait  a  ce  document 
un  poids  considerable. 

•*  Voici,  sur  cette  entrevue,  les  details  qui  nous  sont  communiques : 

"M.  de  Sfc.-Gerraain,  President  du  Conseil  general  de  la  Manche, 
prit  le  premier  la  parole  et  au  nom  do  ses  coUegues  r^unis,  expliqua  en 
termes  clairs  et  precis  a  M.  le  President  de  la  K^publique  Tobjet  de  la 
requite  qu'ils  6taient  charges  de  lui  remettre  et  le  supplia  d'y  faire 
droit  en  invitant  MM.  les  Ministres  de  la  marine  et  des  travaux  publics, 
h  etudier  de  nouveau  le  projet  et  le  modifier,  si  besoin  etait,  pour  arriver 
enfin  a  une  solution  depuis  si  longtemps  et  si  imputiemment  attendue. 

"  Le  Mar^chal  qui  avait  ^cout^  ces  explications  avec  une  attention 
marquee  promit  de  s'int^resser  tout  pnrticulierement  et  sans  retard  a 
une  question  dont  Timportance  venait  de  lui  ^tre  si  bien  demontr^e  et 
nos  nonorables  d^put^s  se  retirerent  tres  favorablement  impressionnfe 
et  pleins  de  confiance. 

"  MM.  les  deputes  ne  s'en  tinrent  pas  la.  A  la  suite  de  cet  audience, 
ils  deciderent  de  se  rendre  ensemble  chez  M.  le  ministre  pour  lui  exposer, 
a  son  tour,  la  question  et  obteair  son  appui  en  faveur  du  projet. 

"Nous  sommes  heureux  de  dire  que  I'accueil  fait^  nos  d^put^s  par 
'honorable  ministre  a  ete  des  plus  favorables.  Non-seulement  M.  de 
Montaignac  a  reconnu  que  la  jet^e  que  nous  demandons  sera  pour  le 
commerce  de  la  marine  marcbande  d'une  utilite  de  premier  ordre,  mais 
adoptant  les  id^es  d6  son  pr^decesseur,  Tamiral  Bigault  de  Genouillj, 
M.  le  ministre  de  la  marine  a  declar6  qu'il  consid6rait  ceite  jet6e  comme 
devant  rendre  de  grands  sen'ices  k  la  marine  militaire  qui  y  trouverait, 
en  cas  de  besoin,  un  moyen  commode,  ^conomique  et  exp^ditif'  d'op^rer 
des  embarquements  presses  de  charbon  et  de  materiel. 

"  M.  le  ministre  a  bien  voulu  ajouter  que  si  le  projet  actuel  presentait 
quelques  inconv^nients,  il  serait  facile  de  le  modifier,  qu'il  comprenait 
Tutilite  et  I'urgence  de  ce  travail,  qu*il  allait  s'en  occuper  a  I'instant  et 
faire  connaitre  aussitot  apres,  k  M.  Kolb,  inspecteur  general  des  ponts- 
et-chaussee,  par  une  note  d^taill^e,  les  objections  que  pourrait  susciter 
le  plan  actuel  avec  les  changements  qu*il  serait  Don,  d'apr^s  lui,  d'y 
apporter,  offrant  d'aiUeurs  de  le  soumettre  a  Texamen  de  MM.  les 
ing6nieurs  des  travaux  hydrauliques,  et  autres  hommes  comp6tents  de 
la  marine,  qui,  de  concert  avec  MM.  les  ingenieurs  des  Ponts-et- 
chauss^es,  auraient  a  en  faire  ressortir  les  avantages  et  les  incon- 
v^nients,  et  indiquer  les  modifications  n^cessaires  pour  arriver  ainsi  le 
pins  promptement  possible  a  un  accord  qu'il  souhaite  lui-m6me 
vivement. 

"Nous  n'avions  done  pas  tort  de  dire  que  la  question  6tait  entree 
dans  une^phase  nouvelle  qui  presage  le  denouement  le  plus  satisfaisant. 
Du  moment  oil  M.  le  Marechal  President  et  M.  le  Ministre  de  la 
marine  sont  pour  nous,  notre  cause  est  gagnee. 

"  Nous  ne  pourrions,  sans  manquer  aux  plus  elementaires  devoirs, 
nous  dispenser  de  rendre  un  hommage  de  respectueuse  reconnaissance 
k  MM.  les  deputes,  qui  tons,  sans  exception,  ont  pr^te  leur  devout  et 
puissant  concours  k  notre  cause  et  dont  Tintervention  aura  6t6  cer* 
tainement  pour  une  grande  part  dans  le  succ^s  que  nous  esp6ron8. 
Tout  le  monde,  croyons  nous,  voudra  s'associer  a  I'expression  de 

Digitized  by  ^OOQK 


22A  piUKOS. 

;^titude  que  nous  leur  manifestons  ici  au  nom  de  la  population  de 
Cherbourg. 

*^  Nous  reproduisons  ici  le  teste  de  la  petition  qui  a  6t&  remise  k 
M.  le  Mar^chal  president  par  MM.  les  d^put^s  de  la  Mandic. 

<^  A  Monsieur  le  Marechal  de  Mac-Mahon,  Due  de  Ma^nta,  President 

de  la  K^publique  Fran9aise. 
**  Monsieur  le  President, 

''Les  souBsigD^s,  Proprietaires,  Negociants  ot  Commer^auts,  tous 
domidli^s  k  Cherbourg,  sachant  com  bien  est  grand  Tint^r^t  que  vous 
portez  k  la  prosp^rite  de  la  France,  et  par  cons^uent  au  developpe- 
ment  de  son  commerce  maritime  qui  en  est  une  des  sources  les  plus 
f^condes,  n'hesitent  pas  k  vous  exposer  respectueusement  les  faits  ci- 
apres  en  sollicitant  votre  haute  et  puissante  intervention  pour  h&ter 
I'ex&ution  d'un  projet  dont  Tutilit^  est  depuis  longtemps  reconnue  et 
qui  rendra  a  notre  port  malheureusement  si  d^sh^te,  t'activite  com- 
merdaJle  indispensable  au  bien  6tre,  on  peut  mdme  dire  k  Texistence 
d'une  population  d'euTiron  40,000  ftmes  qui  voit,  avec  effroi,  ses 
ressources  diininuer  cbaque  jour. 

''£n  1869,  une  eompagnie  transatlantique  hambourgeoise,  doi^t  les 
stumers  touchaient  k  Taller  et  au  retour  k  Southampton  d6oida 
d'abandonner  le  port  anglais,  et  choisit  le  Havre  comme  point  d'esoale 
au  depart  et  Cherbourg  pour  le  retour. 

"C*^tait  une  bonne  fortune  pour  notre  port,  c'etait  Tespoir  d'un 
meilleur  avenir:  les  avantages  incomparables  qu'offre  notre  magnifique 
cade  aux  plus  grands  navires,  qui  peuveut  j  entrer  et  en  sortir  k  toute 
heure  de  la  roaree  et  j  sojourner  m^me  sans  aucun  dauger,  ces  avantages, 
disons  nous,  allaient  eufin  ^tre  appr6ci6s  et  utilises* 

''Un  premier  paquebot  appartenant  a  la  Compagnie  precit^,  fit 
eacale  ici  le  14  Mai  1869  et  transporta  des  passagers  et  des  valeurs  sur 
un  petit  remorqueur  qui  les  debarqua  aussitdt. 

''  Une  autre  compa^ie  anglaise  suivit  bieut6t  cet  exemple,  et  les 
escales  se  succederent  amsi  en  se  multipliant  de  telle  sorte  que,  depuis 
cette  date,  plus  de  13,000  voyageurs  Tenant  d'Am^rique  out  mis  pied 
k  terre  k  Cherbourg  et  se  sent  diri^es  sur  tous  les  points  du  continent. 
Bn  outre,  plus  de  l50  millions  en  lingots  d*or  et  d'argent,  apportes  par 
ses  m^ea  steamers,  ont  ^te  expedi^s  a  Paris. 

"  Ce  transit  produit  k  la  ville  aux  chemins  de  fer  des  b^6fices 
importants  dont  I'Etat  prend  une  large  part  par  les  droits  divers  qu'il 
per9oit  (En  1874,  les  droits  sanitaires  seuls  se  sent  Aleves  a  quarante- 
quatre  mille  franca.) 

"  Les  avantages  resultant  de  ces  escales  sent  done  deia  grands,  mais 
il  ne  sent  cependant  pas  comparables  a  ceux  qui  resulteraient  de  la 
possibility  pour  ces  paquebots  de  debarquer  et  embarquer  dans  la  rade, 
sans  les  secours  d'alleges  et  de  remorqueurs,  non  seulement  des 
passagers  et  des  valeurs,  mais  encore  des  marchandises. 

'*  Le  mouvement  maritime  prendrait  alors  un  extention  ccnsideraUe 
a  Cherbourg,  dont  la  transibrmasion  s'effectuerait  rapidement  comme  se 
fit  celle  de  Southampton  peu  apres  Fapparition  de  ces  grands  Steamers 
dans  ses  bassins.  Or,  pour  cela,  il  faut  prolonger  la  jetee  Est  jusqu'aa 
point  de  la  rade  ou  il  7  a  7  metres  d'eau,  k  mar^e  basse  afin  que  les 
navires  puissent  s'en  approcher  a  toute  heure  pour  y  op^r  leur 
dechargement  et  embarquement. 

"La  necessity  de  ce  travail  fut  tout  de  suite  comprise  par  le 
gouvemement  de  I'Empereur  et  d^s  le  mois  d'Avril  1870,  M.  Gressier 
alors  ministre  de  I'Agriculture,  du  Commerce  et  des  Travaux  publics 
aocedant  au  vobux  de  m  population  de  Cherboiug,  qui  les  lui  exprima  k 
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cette  epoque  comme  elle  youb  lea  adresse  aujourd'hui  ordonna  a  MM. 
lea  iDgeniears  des  Fonts  et  Cbauss^  de  faire  les  Etudes  necessaires 
pour  dresser  ensuite  les  plans  et  devis  de  cotte  jetee.  Malheureuse- 
meut  la  guerre  survint  et  les  ordres  du  ministre  ne  purent  Stres 
executes. 

"  Malgre  la  reprise  des  escales  qui  eut  lieu  en  Juillet  1871,  pendsmt 
deux  ans  on  ne  parla  plus  de  la  jet^ ;  la  France,  apres  ses  malbeurs, 
ayait  besoin  de  se  recueillir,  de  reparer  ses  desastres  avant  d'entrepren- 
dre  de  grands  travaux  publics. 

*'  En  Aoiit  1873,  cependant  en  presence  du  nombre  toujours  croissant 
des  steamers  qui  toucbaient  sur  notre  rade  avec  le  regret  de  ne  pouvoirs 
debarquer  et  embarquer  des  marcbandisea  en  m^me  temps  que  des 
passagers  et  des  valeurs,  une  d616gation  du  conseil  municipal  accom- 
pagnee  de  nos  deputes  fit  a  Trouville  une  demarche  aupres  de  M.  Thiers 
alors  president  de  la  Republique  qui  temoigna  de  sa  vive  sympatbie 
pour  une  pareille  cntreprise  dont  il  en  visagea  immediatement  les 
heureuses  consequences  et  promit  de  s'en  occuper. 

"  Toutefois  diverses  circonstances  politiques  ou  autres  firent  ajourner 
cette  interessante  question  et  ce  ne  f  ut  qu  apres  votre  heureux  av^ne- 
ment  a  la  Pr^sidence  (en  Juin  1874)  que  M.  Caillaux  ministre  des 
travaux  publics,  auquel  MM.  les  Deputes  de  la  Manche  demontrerent 
aisement  toute  rimportance  du  prcjet,  donna  de  nouveau  Tordro  formel, 
a  MM.  les  Ingenieurs  des  Fonts  et  Cbaussee  de  notre  port  de  proc6d^, 
sans  delai,  aux  Etudes  prealables  pour  etablir  ensuite  lea  plans  et  devis. 

"  Cette  nouvelle  remplit  de  joie  tous  des  habitants !  pendant  que  ce 
travail  preparatoire  se  faisait  le  couseil  general  du  dopartetoent  inscrivait 
a  son  buqjet  une  sorame  de  176,000  fr.  a  titre  de  subvention  et  le 
Conseil  municipal  de  Cherbourg  confirmaient  un  vote  precedent  de 
333,040  fr.  pour  la  participation  de  la  ville  dans  la  depense,  votait  en 
outre,  suivant  Tavis  de  MM.  les  Ingenieurs  des  Fonts  ot  Cbaussees 
I'emprunt  d'un  million  repr^sentant  la  part  supposee  devant  incomber  a 
TEtat,  qui  en  opererait  le  remboursement  par  annuites,  ainsi  que  cela 
s'est  fait  a  Marseil  le,  au  Havre  et  a  Bordeaux,  pour  des  sommes  beau- 
coup  plus  fortes,  applicables  k  des  travaux  analogues. 

''Tout  allait  done  au  gre  de  nos  d6sirs,  et  le  moment  paraissant 
proche  ou  complete  satisfaction  nous  serait  enfin  donn^;  lorsqu'^ 
notre  grand  etonnement  et  a  notre  non  moins  grand  d^seapoir,  nous 
avons  r^emment  appris  que  par  suite  des  objections  souleves  par  les 
Chefs  de  la  marine  en  ce  port,  le  projet  presente  et  soutenu  par  MM. 
les  Ingenieurs  des  Fonts  et  Chaussees,  allait  etre  ecarte. 

*'  Cependant  Tamiral  Eigault  de  Genouilly  estiniant  avec  toute  iraisou 
que  la  marine  militaire  a  pour  mission  le  protegor  le  commerce  maritime, 
d'aider  a  son  developpement  et  se  pla9ant  au  point  de  vue  de  TinterSt 
general  avait  donn6  son  entiere  approbation  a  un  projet  beaucoup  plus 
considerable  meme  qui  comprenait  avec  la  jetee,  un  grand  bassin  devant 
la  place  Napoleon  III  et,  lorsque  ramiral  Eoze,  prefet  maritime  h  cette 
epoque  le  consulta  sur  Topportunite  de  Tetablissementd'on  debarcad^re 
dans  la  darse  de  Chantereyne  tout  pres  de  Tentr^e  du  port  militaire 
pour  faciliter  le  debarquement  des  passagers  k  maree  basse,  le  ministre 
rdpondit  textuellement : 

"' J*ai  lu  avec  int^^t  cette  communication  et  nous  ne  pouTons 
qu'applaudir  aux  conclusions  adoptes  par  le  Conseil  municipal  pour  la 
construction  de  ce  debarcadere,  qui,  tout  en  favorisant  le  developpement 
commercial  de  la  ville  de  Cherbourg,  nous  procurerait,  dans  certaines 
circonstances  de  grandes  facilites  pour  nos  operations  d'embarque- 
ment.' 

"  n  est  bon  de  rappeler  de  semblables  paroles  qui  font  honneur  au 
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patriotisme  et  a  la  clairvoyance  de  celui  qui  les  dicfcait,  ct  qui  si  il  ^tait 
encore  l^  faciliteraib  la  prompte  execution  du  warf  et  fl»rait  ressortir  les 
grandes  avantages  que  la  marine  pourrait  en  retirer  en  temps  de  guerre. 
En  eflfet,  si  le  petit  d6barcad^re  de  Chantereyne  pent  ^fcre  utile  i  la 
marine  en  certaines  circonstances,  de  quel  bien  plus  grand  secours  ne 
lui  serai t  pas-cette  jetee  dans  le  cas  d'un  embarquemeut  press^  de 
troupes  et  de  materiel ;  operation  toujours  difficile,  iente  et  dispendieuse 
lorsqu'U  faut  se  servir  d^alleges,  et  qui  par  ce  moyen  s'effectuerait  avec 
security,  rapidity  et  6conomie. 

"  Si  a  cette  consideration  dont  vous  appr^cierez  facileraent  le  m^rite^ 
nous  ajoutons  que  Cherbourg,  par  sa  situation  geographique  et  unique  k 
rextr6mit6  de  la  presqu*ile  du  Cotentin,  avec  son  admirable  rade  dont 
la  partie  Est  qui  n'est  jamai^i  frequentee  par  les  navires  de  guerre,  sera 
un  jour  le  plus  vaste  et  le  plus  beau  de  tous  les  ports :  si  nous  ajoutons 
que  Cherbourg  deviendra  infailliblement,  apres  la  construction  de  cette 
jet^,  le  point  de  ralliement  de  toutes  les  lignes  transailantiques  des 
mers  du  Nord,  nous  en  aureus  dit  assez,  monsieur  le  Marechal,  pour 
vous  convaincre  de  Timportauce  de  notre  requite  et  nous  terminerons 
en  faisant  un  nouvel  appel  k  votre  bienveillante  solli,Mtude  et  k  votra 
puissant  appui  qu*on  n*invoque  jamais  en  vain,  nous  le  savons,  sur  tout 
lorsqu'il  s'agit  des  grands  interdts  de  la  France  qui  a  ropris  coiirage  et 
confiance  depuis  qu'elle  a  pour  chef  le  plus  illustre  et  le  plus  devout  de 
sea  enfants. 

"Les  soussignes  ont  Thonneur  d'etre  avec  la  plus  vive  recon- 
naissance et  le  plus  profond  respect 
"  Monsieur  le  President 
**  Yos  tr^s  humbles  et  tr^s  ob^issants  serviteurs. 

"MM.  L.  Dumont,  President  de  la  chambre  de  commerce; 
Desbameauz,  adjoint  an  maire ;  Ed.  Mahien,  vice- president  de  la 
chambre  de  commerce  et  merobre  du  tribunal  de  commerce ;  Boullement 
d'lugremard,  adjoint  au  maire;  BriSro  de  Mondetour,  president  du 
tribunal  civil. 

**Comte  de  Tocqueville,  d4put6  de  la  Manche;  vicomte  Eene  de 
Tocqueville,  conseiller  g6n6ral  de  la  Manche;  Th.  Fenard,  membre 
du  tribunal  de  commerce;  A.  Cournerie,  membre  de  la  chambre  de 
commerce ;  comte  de  Sesmaisons,  ccmseiUar  general  de  la  Manche. 

"  Comte  Lemarois,  conseiller  general  de  la  Manche ;  Henri  de 
Oouville,  conseiller  g6n6ral  de  la  Manche ;  J.  de  G-aste,  ancien  ing^nieur 
de  la  marine  militaire,  et  conseillar  general;  Gbsse  conseiller  municipal 
et  copseiller  d'arrondissement ;  Hte.  Lucas,  juge  au  tribunal  de  com- 
merce; Le  Jolis  fils,  juge  au  tribunal  de  commerce;  Gve.  Bonfils, 
ancien  membre  du  tribunal  de  commerce  et  du  conseil  municipal. 

"Menut  membre  du  tribunal  de  commerce;  A.  Bayard,  juge  sup- 
plant au  tribunal  de  commerce ;  Alfred  Liais,  ancien  negociant ;  C. 
Dumesnildot,  conseiller  g6n6ral ;  Vibert,  principal  du  college ;  Le  Pelley, 
cur^  de  Cherbourg ;  E.  Cournerie,  ing^nieur  civil. 

"  A.  Foulon,  avocat  ancien  membjre  du  conseil  municipal ;  A.  Mahieu, 
conseiller  municipal;  V.  Le  Barb6,  professeur  de  Math^mathiques  sup6- 
rieures  officier  de  i'instruction  publique,  membre  du  conseil  municipal; 
B.  Hottot  conseiller  municipal ;  A.  Favier,  conseiller  municipal ;  P. 
Duchesne  de  la  Sicoti^re,  substitut  du  procurcur  de  la  R^publique  ; 
Mouchel,  conseiller  municipal ;  Lavieille,  conseiller  d*arronaissement; 
Orry,  greffier  du  tribunal  de  commerce ;  A.  Legranch6,  conseiller 
municipal ;  Le  Boy,  conseiller  municipal. 

"  A  Noyon,  greffier  du  tribunal  civil ;  G.  Leblanc,  conseiller  muni- 
cipal; A.  Bobine,  avou6  k  Cherbourg,  E.  Joublin,  conseiller  municipal; 
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L.  S^er,  conseiller  municipal ;  Pigeoo,  conseiller  municipal,  Edouard 
Lecerf,  conseiller  municipal;  Ch.  Benault,  conseiller  municipal;  A. 
Desmares,  conseiller  municipal. 

"L.  Leneveu,  conseiller  municipal;  Ch.  Bey,  capitaine  au  long- 
cours;  Daniel,  conseiller  municipal;  Eej,  contr6l6ur  des  douanes;  L. 
Hery6,  capitaine  an  long  cours;  L.  S6hier  AUemandet  et  Cie.,  n6go. 
dants;  Mauger  Frdres,  n6gociants;  V.  Cousin,  capitaine  au  long- 
cours;  Martin-MartiniSre,  avoui;  Bataille,  banquier;  G-uerrand, 
reoereur  de  I'Enregistrement ;  Buhot  fibres  et  Cie.,  n^ociants ;  Cour- 
nerie  fils  et  Cie.,  manuiacturiers ;  C.  Monnaye  pSre,  docteur  m6decin; 
Monnave,  fUs,  docteur  m6decin  et  conseiller  municipal;  Ad.  Bonfils  et 
fils,  n^ociants;  Delafosse,  n6gociant;  Edouard  Liais,  proprietaire ; 
Lepcuple  et  Besseli^yre,  n^gociants;  A.  Bernard,  Lieutenant  de 
vaisseau  retrait^,  cberalier  de  la  Legion  d'honneur. 

"  A.  Monorj,  S.  commissaire  de  marine  retrait6 ;  Langlois,  courtier 
maritime;  Kosniz,  S.  commissaire  de  marine  retrait^;  A.  Lemonnier, 
courtier  maritime ;  E.  Buhot,  courtier  maritime ;  Sjffert,  imprimeur. 

"  A.  Courtignon,  entrepreneur  des  travauz  publics ;  Penardent, 
imprimeur;  E.  Samson,  n^gociant  arroateur;  Lepesquer,  banquier. 

"Nicolas,  pere,  agent  d'assurances ;  Cbarpille,  horloger;  Salley, 
n^gociant ;  Briere,  bijoutier;  Baccia,  n^gociant ;  Launey,  n6gociant;  On. 
Nicolas,  flls,  agent  d  assurances ;  Thelot,  sculpteur. 

"  Suivant  450  autres  signatures. 
"  Cherbourg,  le  6  Novembre^  1875. 

"  Yoici,  maintenant,  I'apostille  de  nos  honorables  deputes. 

''Les  d6put&9  soussign6s  out  Thonneur  d'appeler  d'une  mani^ 
toute  particuii^re  Tattention  de  M.  le  Mur^nal,  prudent  de  la 
S^pubkque,  sur  la  petition  qu'ils  sont  charges  de  lui  transmettre  et 
qui  se  rattachc  aux  interdts  les  plus  s^rieuz. 

"  Ce  n'est  pas  seulement  le  nombre,  I'importance  et  la  haute  comp^ 
tence  des  signatuies  appos^es  au  bas  de  cette  petition  qui  constatent 
I'immense  utility  du  projet  anquel  elles  donnent  leur  appui. 

"  Ce  projet  ^t  ne  depuis  longtemps  de  la  force  des  choses.  Toutes 
les  autont^  civiles,  tons  les  corps  oonstitu6s  Tout  successiyement  et 
it&rativement  appuy^ 

"  Le  conseil  g^ndral  de  la  MaHche  ne  cesse  d'en  r^clamer  l'ez6cutiony 
i  laquelle  il  s'associe  par  one  subyenti(m  Yolontaire  considerable. 

"  Le  conseil  municipal  de  Cherbourg  joint  ses  sacrifices  &  ceuz  da 
conseil  g^n^ral,  et  propose  en  outre  d'avancer  i  TEtat  les  fonds  n^ces- 
saires. 

*'  Ce  n'est  pas  seulement  d'une  grande  entreprise  d'int6r6t  local  on 
restreint  qu'il  s'agit,  mais  d'une  entreprise  d'int^r^t  national  de  premier 
ordre. 

''  Par  sa  position  ayanc^e  dans  la  mer,  sur  le  passage  incessant  de 
tons  les  grands  paquebots  transatlantiques,  par  Tentr^e  facile  toujours 
onyerte  d'une  rade  sure  le  port  de  Cherbourg,  est  appel^  k  jouer  un 
grand  r61e  dans  nos  ^changes  ayec  le  monde  entier,  et  a  multiplier  nos 
relations.  Mais  en  ce  moment  il  n'offire  au  commerce  aucun  etablisse- 
ment  appropril,  et  les  ^changes  ne  peuyent  se  f aire  qu'en  grande  rade 
de  bateau  i  oateau,  au  priz  de  mille  diiBcult^s,  de  d^penses  considerables 
et  de  certains  dangers. 

"  Dans  un  pareil  6tat  de  choses  une  jet^e  wharff  qui  permette 
d'accoster  en  tout  temps,  et  de  d6charger  i  quai,  est  absolument  indis- 
pensable.  Yoili  pourquoi  elle  ne  cesse  d'etre  I'objet  de  tous  les  Yotes, 
de  tous  les  sacrifices  que  les  soussign&i  yiennent  d'indiquer. 

"Le  projet  etudie  par  les  ing6nieur8  des  ponts-et-chi^uBsees  est 
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repousee  par  lee  autorit^  maritimes  qui  raooosent  de  nuire  a  la  liberie 
et  a  la  steurit^  des  mouvements  de  la  flotte. 

'*  On  avait  pourtant  pens6  qu'en  s'^loignant  dn  port  siilitaire  et  deB 
^blissem^itg  de  la  marine  situ^  tous  au  nord-ouest,  qu'en  se  reportant 
amr  TEst  on  ^evait  tout  fondement  k  cette  critique. 

*'  Si  n^anmoins  la  marine  pendste,  comme  lea  aoussign^s  ne  yeulent 
amener  aueune  g6ne,  aucun  amoindrissemeat  dans  nol^  marine  miH<r 
taire,  ila  demandent  qu'au  beeoin  on  ^loigne  encore  davantage  vers  le 
fert  des  Elamands,  qu'on  incline  encore  plus  yen  I'Est  la  jet6e  qu'ils 
r&slament,  qu'on  lui  6te  ainsi  tons  les  inconT^ents  possibles,  qu'on  lui 
attribue. 

'*  Mais,  de  ^r&ce,  qu'elle  s'execute. 

''  Les  soussfgn^s  prient  instamment  Monaienr  le  ICav&slud,  prudent 
de  la  B^publique,  de  prendre  leur  cause  et  main,  elle  est  digue  de  luii 
de  faire  oisparaitre  toutes  les  entraves,  toutee  les  lenteurSy  et  d'assurer 
enfin  I'execution  d'un  grand  projet  d'utilit^  publique. 

"  (Sign6)        Db  Saint-Geemaiik, 
Db  Tocqueville, 
Dabu, 

De  la  Oebhoioebe, 
Emilb  Lenoel, 
Gasloitde, 

POTTBBBa?, 

D'AuxAia, 

De  SainT'Piebbb, 

AbTHITB  JjEQnAJSTD, 

Savabt." 
Cherbourg,  January  8, 1876. 
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HAVEE. 

Beport  hjf  Omiul  Bamal  am  tie  Trade^  Ommerae^  Nmn§aU(m^  ^e.  cfik$ 
Ckmiular  District  qfMavrefor  the  Tear  1876. 

Thi  general  retvlti  of  the  eonuMraal  eampmgn  of  187ft  bay<e  mat 
keen  on  the  whole  profitable  t»  the  traduijg;  co«im«tnty  of  HavMf 
Yanoua  circumstanoet  have  contrilmted  to  this  want  of  roceemw  Wie 
general  stagnation  of  trade  tbromgbont  the  world,  and  the  li«tie  er  no 

Cfit  left  on  the  pitncipal  articles  and  raw  materiali  imported,  have 
[  the  chief  share  in  brmgti^  this  abont.  Then  again,  althongh  tto 
fetum  of  shipptni^  which  has  entered  the  port  dnring  that  penod  ehoura 
a  slight  increase  of  tonnage,  and  while  it  is  without  donbt  the  fisel  lAiat 
the  chief  branches  of  industry,  and  more  espeeially  thoee  of  cotton,  mte 
m  a  flourishing  condition,  and  the  financial  position  of  the  natioci  U 
steadily  increasing  in  prosperity,  a  great  change  has  taken  plaee  daring 
the  laet  few  years  in  the  manner  in  which  much  of  the  trade  at  tk« 
eonntry  is  carried  on.  Formerly  the  merchants  of  Harre  were  ikem^ 
selyes  the  importers  of  the  different  articles  ro<pnred  by  the  Tarioos 
branches  of  industry  in  the  interior,  whereas  now  many  of  tii^  chief 
manufacturers  purchase  the  raw  material  they  require  in  the  country 
where  it  is  produced,  and  ic  merely  passes  through  Havre  in  tnutudt, 
leaving  but  a  small  commission  on  its  passage.  On  the  important 
question — ^important  to  the  old  established  firms  of  Havre — whether 
tnis  system  will  continue,  various  opinions  prevail  While  some 
persons  think  the  manufacturer  will  find  it  cheaper  to  ^cmiinue  thus  to 
be  himself  the  importer  of  what  he  requires,  others  maintain  that  he 
will  in  the  long  run — and  especially  in  such  an  article  as  cotton — see 
himself  exposed  to  vexatious  and  unprofitable  disputes  and  lawsuits, 
and  that  he  will  become  convinced  th^  it  is  to  his  advantage  to  pueehase 
here  on  the  spot,  from  responsible  houses,  whatever  raw  matowaio  are 
used  by  him,  whenever  be  may  nedd  them.  .  Though  importaat,  as  I 
said  before,  to  the  merchants  of  Havre,  the  question  is  on^  whiebr  does 
not  materially  affect  the  nation  at  large,  which  io  of  course  only  inte- 
rested in  seeing  the  general  trade  and  prosperity  of  the  country  con- 
tinue to  inr-rease.  One  remarkable  fact  remains  to  be  noticed,  viz.,  that 
notwithstanding  the  more  than  dullness  of  affairs,  and  the  financial  and 
commercial  crashes  that  have  occurred  in  other  countries,  no  failures 
have  taken  place  at  Havre  during  the  past  year. 

To  the  circular  addressed  to  the  several  chambers  of  xsommerce  bj 
the  minister  of  agriculture  and  commerce,  inviting  them  to  express  theur 
opinions  on  the  course  which  should  be  followed  by  the  Oowrament  on 
the  expiration  in  1877  of  the  various  commetciat  trejrties  conchtded 
with  foreign  nations,  the  Chamber  of  Comsnsree  of  Havre  replied  on  the 
Idth  of  August.  The  xnajority  of  the  chamber  having  for  some  years 
past  been  portions  of  the  aommercial  r^giiwe  inaugurated  under  the 
late  empire,  and  having  on  all  occasions,  when  con^lted,  emitted  their 
opinion  in  favour  of  freedom  of  commerce,  it  was  -natur^  to  find  that 
the  five  conclusions  with  which'  their  replv  ended  shpuld  be  in  fkvotir  of 
thi  ■iaiiito—aee  sf  that  systSM.  B^i  »aeh  suspsiss  was  fslt  en  finding 
that  in  the  0x00^6  of  the  motives  and  reasons  on  which  they  based  their 
conclusions,  the  following  uncertain  note  was  struck : — "  It  is  on  this 
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principle  tliat  the  chamber  of  commerce  hare  always  rejected  pro^ 
tection,  but  without  Devertheless  pretending  that  I^nce  should  be 
ddirered  oyer  to  forei^  nations,  that  bounties  of  encouragement  should 
not  be  given  in  certain  cases,  and  very  momentarily,  to  budding  in- 
dustries, provided  that  those  premiums  were  sharply  defined,  and  clearly 
applied.'* 

Had  not  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  repeated  occasions  expressed 
their  opinions  in  favour  of  liberty  of  commerce,  and  were  there  any 
reason  to  believe  that  the  practical  and  enlightened  men  who  have  thus 
placed  such  opinions  on  record  had  changed  their  convictions,  a  propo- 
aition  so  utteny  opposed  to  the  cardinal  principles  of  free-tntde  might 
well  give  cause  of  alurm.  It  is,  however,  to  be  hoped  that  the  Chamber 
overi€k>ked  the  gravity  of  the  admission  they  were  making,  and  &iled 
to  see  how  wide  they  were  opening  the  door  to  their  adversaries. 

The  very  impoiiant  question  of  the  high  rates  chai^d  for  the 
caniaj^  of  goods  by  the  W  estem  and  other  railway  companies,  and  th^ 
necessity  in  the  interest  of  this  great  port,  and  of  the  country  at  large, 
of  a  second  railway  between  Havre  and  Bouen,  have  been  brought  pro- 
minently  forward,  and  eagerly  discussed  during  the  past  year.  I  have 
shown  in  former  reports  the  injury  inflicted  on  Havre,  and  in  truth  on 
France  generaUy,  by  these  excessive  rates,  which  have  woriced  all  to  the 
advantage  of  Antwerp  and  other  foreign  ports.  In  an  able  pamphlet 
on  the  subject  published  by  M.  Jules  Siegfried,  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Havre,  the  difiidrence  in  the  cost  of  transport 
c^  the  principal  articles  of  commerce  is  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


CoMPASiLTrvii  Bates  per  Ton  and  per 

Kilometre  of  the  lowest  Tariffs 

of  Havre  and  Antwerp. 

Article. 

Harre. 

Antwerp. 

Difierenee  in  faronr 
of  Antwerp. 

Centimes. 

Centimes. 

Percent 

OottoB      

6-7 

81 

wcca      

8-8 

26 

OoffiM       

6-7 

18 

Hidas       

5-8 

H 

ter^ ::    ::    :: 

4-4 
4*6 

26 
24 

SUks         

10-5 

801 

Chseie      

6-9 

88 

Such  a  difference  of  rates  is  not  calculated  to  foster  the  develop* 
ment  of  the  trade  of  Havre,  and  the  result  may  be  seen  from  the 
following  table  of  the  tonnajge  of  the  ships  entered  and  cleared  at  Havre, 
Hamburgh,  and  Antwerp,  in  the  yearo  1860-69-78 : — 


Havre. 

Hambnigh. 

Antwerp. 

1860      .. 
1869      .. 
1878      .. 

Tons. 
1,642,984 
2,179,411 
2,419,626 

Tons. 
1,688,000 
2,844,280 
8,870,740 

Tons. 
1,087,606 
2,629.764 
8,940,267 
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To  remedj  this  stato  of  thixiKSy  to  proyide  raQwaj  aocommodation 
for  that  part  of  the  yalley  of  i£e  Seine  which  ia  not  tapped  by  the 
present  line,  and  to  guard  against  the  danger  which  exists  of  Hayre 
being  cut  off  from  the  interior  of  the  country  by  any  accident  occurring 
to  the  tunnels  on  the  one  line  which  co^nects  it  with  Bouen,  an  in- 
fluential loca]  committee  of  merchants  and  capitalists  was  formedi  who 
applied  for  authorization  to  construct  a  secona  line  of  railway  between 
the  two  cities.    All  the  corporate  bodies  of  Hayre  and  of  the  towns 
along  the  proposed  line  warmly  supported  the  project,  and  the  Conseil- 
G^nSral  oi  the  department  passed  strong  resolutions  in  its  fayour.    It 
might  haye  been  thought  that  a  project  of  which  the  importance,  nay 
necessitjr,  was  incontroyertible,  woutd  have  been  certain  of  obtaining 
the  required  legal  authorization.    Many  people  thought  so.    But  they 
forgot  the  power  and  strength  of  monopok,  and  the  exigencies  of 
politics.    It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  Western  Eailway  Gompiuiy 
would  stand  idly  by  while  their  profits  were  being  thus  menaced.    Had 
they  only  the  Ime  between  Paris,  Bouen,  and  Hayre  to  attend  to,  those 
profits  would  be  yery  great,  but  they  haye  been,  so  to  speak,  compelled 
to  make  other  lines,  which  are  carried  on  at  a  loss,  to  make  up  for 
which  the  profits  of  the  one  to  Hayre  are  required,  and  they  haye  not 
yet  realized  the  simple  truth  how  much  theur  business  and.  ts  pro- 
ceeds would  be  increased  by  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  transport 
Now  a  great  railway  company  in  France  is  a  power.    Not  only  can  it 
wield  and  use  that  power  in  a  number  of  ways,  but,  wise  in  its 
generation,  it  takes  care  to  make  friends  in  influential  quarters^  so 
that,  if  eyer  menaced,  it  is  sure  of  a  host  of  zealous  defenders.    The 
Western  Bailway,  therefore,  brought  forward  a  counter-project,  by 
which  they  proposed  to  make  yarious  small  local  branches  startiiu^ 
from  their  main  line,  and  haying  by  this  project  met  the  wants  ana 
jealousies  of  certain  localities,  were  enablea  to  pass  their  bill  through 
the  Chamber,  thereby  postponing  indefinitely  all  hope  of  a  second 
line  of  railway  to  Hayre.    This  bm  was  passed  in  the  face  of  a  most 
strongly  worded  protest,  addressed  on  the  24ith  of  December  last  to 
the  president  and  members  of  the  assembly  by  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Hayre,  in  which  they  forcibly  exposed  the  danger  of  that 
town,  "the  second  commercial  port  of  France,  and  which  receives  or 
ships  2,800,000  tons  of  merchandize  per  annum,"  being  dependent  for 
its  communication  with  ''  the  rest  of  the  continent  '*  on  one  line  of 
railway,  which  has  several  tunnels  and  long  viaducts.     Most  singular 
fiict  of  all,  the  same  Conseil  G6n6ntl  of  the  department  which  had  on 
former  occasions  warmly  supported  the  idea  of  a  second  line,  now  passed 
a  vote  in  &your  of  the  counter-project  of  the  Western  Bailway  Com- 
pany by  thirty-two  against  fourteen.    Thus  the  important  town  and 
port  of  Havre,  to  foster  and  promote  the  prosperity  of  which  one  would 
have  thought  would  be  the  constant  aim  and  endeavour  of  the  adminis- 
tration, found  itself,  so  to  speak,  sacrificed,  and  left  in  the  power  of  the 
Western  Bailway  Company,  who  are  free  to  continue  to  charge  their 
excessive  rates  of  transport.    As  a  commentary  on  the  above  I  subjoin 
a  table  showing  the  movement  of  shipping  at  the  six  principal  French 
ports  in  1874. 
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EvTBOi  and  Oetranees  of  Yeaiels  with  Oeag/iy. 


Ports. 

ManeiUet 
Ham     ••        •• 
Bordeasz 
Boulogne 
Dnnkiii:.. 
Dieppe    . . 


8,565,497 

2,258,092 

1^2,880 

003,892 

036,670 

511,838 


QUABiJfTI£rE  BEOVUlVlOVfU 

These  leguiations  have  been  rigoronslj  apj^lied  during  the  paot 
ttrdTe  monies.  I  will  mention  one  or  two  instances  which  oayd 
occurred  with  regard  to  British  shmpmg.  The  "  Irwdl "  and  "  Com 
Linn  **  arriYed  from  Bombaj,  the  rormer  having  been  125,  the  latter 
130  days  on  tbe  voyage.  Everyone  was  in  good  health  on  board,  and 
no  deaths  had  occurred  during  the  voyage,  but,  owin^^  to  some  inform 
mdity  with  their  bills  of  heaf^,  three  days'  quarantine  was  imposed 
on  them.  The  ''Agamemnon**  arrived  at  Queenstown  from  Callao 
with  a  cargo  of  guano  on  the  29th  of  January.  8he  there  underwevit 
some  repairs,  discharged  her  men,  and,  with  a  new  captain  and  crew, 
saoled  mm  that  port  for  Havre  on  April  Brd.  On  arrival  she  was 
subjected  to  three  days'  quarantine  beoiuse  she  had  not  brought  tbe 
bm  of  health  given  to  her  at  Callao.  The  Chamber  of  Commart© 
Bade  it  the  text  for  a  strong  letter  of  remonstrance  to  the  Minister  of 
CVnmnerce.  A  commission  was  thereupon  named  to  meet  at  Paris,  and 
enmine  the  whole  question.  I  have  been-  told  that  they  recommended 
certain  changes  in  the  regulations  which,  if  not  all  that  was  to  be 
desired,  would  jet  be  a  considerable  inprovemeat  on  the  present 
system ;  but  although  some  months  have  ^psed  since  they  made  their 
report,  no  change  in  the  regulations  has  as  yet  been  announced. 

The  Pobt. 

No  changes  of  importance  have  taken  place  in  the  port  or  its  ap- 
proaches. The  large  works  in  progress^  and  which  comprise  the 
widening  of  the  entrance  of  the  harlK>ur,  the  completion  of  the  Sure 
and  Yaiu)an  Docks,  and  the  construction  of  a  larae  half-tide  basin,  a» 
being  vigorously  pushed  on,  and  will  be  completednext  vear.  The  coat 
of  these  works  is  estimated  at  £560fiOO.  Other  works,  such  as  the 
replacing  with  pivot  bridges  the  old-fashioned  drawbridges  whiek 
connect  the  various  docks,  Vae  construction  of  a  dry  dock,  460  feet  in 
length,  and  the  establishment  of  sheds  on  the  quays,  with  railways 
running  along  them,  are  the  subjects  of  examination,  hiut  want  ot  numey 
is  the  great  stumbling-block.  From  a  work  lately  published  by  M. 
Quinette  de  Sochemont,  one  of  the  Government  engineers  attaohied  to 
the  port,  I  find  that  the  present  width  of  the  entrance  of  the  harbour 
is  75  metres,  the  depth  of  water  at  spring  tides  81  feet  6  inches,  at 
neap  tides,  26  feet.  There  are  about  126  acres  of  accommodation  for 
vessels  in  tbe  different  docks,  and  8,320  metres  of  quays.  When  the 
works  in  progress  are  finished,  the  width  of  the  entrance  of  the  port 
will  be  increased  25  metres ;  the  area  of  the  outer  harbour  from  28  to 
52  acres;  and  the  quays  1,095  metres.  All  these  works  arc  being 
carried  out  by  money  borrowed  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.     In  the 
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ehannel  leading  into  the  port,  at  a  short  distance  from  the  entrance^ 
lies  a  bank,  on  which  at  neap  tides  there  is  not  more  than  26  feet  of 
water.  The  conjunction,  at  the  beginning;  of  the  month  of  Novembery 
ef  a  strong  north-west  gale  and  a  neaptide,  obliged  two  large  steamers 
bound  to  New  York  to  delaj  their  departure  from  Saturday  till 
Tuesday.  The  accent  of  one  of  these  steamers,  belonging  to  a  G-erman 
line,  addressed  a  fottw  to  the  local  papers,  calling  attention  to  the  injury 
done  to  the  interests  of  Havre  by  such  a  state  of  things  being  allowed  to 
exist.  From  the  discussion  which  ensued,  it  appears  that  it  could  be 
Tory  easily  remedied,  but  that  whenever  applied  to,  either  on  this  subject 
or  on  that  of  the  dangerous  condition  of  the  quay-wall  of  the  outer  port, 
the  €k>V€vnm6nt  reply  invariably  is  '^  we  have  no  money,"  ahhough 
tiiey  receive  anmudly  from  the  tonnage  duty  on  ships  over  a  million  of 
fiemcs.  ITnfoFtimately,  under  the  system  of  centralization,  which 
places  Havre  under  Bouen — a  rival  town  and  port — its  interests  and 
wants  are  not  defended  and  looked  affcer  as  much  as  their  importance 
dsmands,  and  it  seems  to  be  foigotten  by  those  in  authority  that  the 
prosperity  of  the  '*  Liverpool  of  France,"  is  in  truth  a  question  of 
national,  not  merely  local,  interest. 

Whatevm*  improvements  are  carried  out  ^ould  be  done  without  anv 
iacrease  of  the  charges  on  shipping,  which  are  i^read^  too  high,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  subjoined  ccnnparative  statement  of  what  is  paid  by  a 
vess^  of  1,000  terns  register,  arriving  at  Havre  and  iintwerp  from  a  port 
out  of  Burope. 


Havre. 

Antwerp. 

Protest  ftt  Tribunal  of  Ck>mm6rce 
8itrvev<R8  on  th«  OMgo 

Sanitary  does 

Haolers  into  dock         

Btidgemen 

Pflotegein        

Bock  dues 

Tonnage  daes  * 

Lifeboatdoes 

Lighidnes        

Vwmfoei  snd  dMiaaoo 

Fuotegc  out       ••         *•         •• 

Help-boat  out 

Haiders  ont  of  dock 

Petty  expenses 

Ft.    c. 

14    45 

95    00 
150    00 

85    00 

r    20 

805    85 

80    00 

750    00 

1,000    00 

eo  00 
a  25 

88    10 
80    00 
19    50 
18    40 

Fr.    c. 
48    60 
94    10 
5    00 
15    00 
10    00 

289    76^ 
25    00 

805    00 
0     00 
0    00 

186    96 
87    50 
94    05 
25    00 
15    00 
30    00 

Brokenge         

2,000    75 
0    50» 

1,780    98 
0    75t 

Bbokxbaox. 

Tke  question  of  compulsory  brokerage  remains  without  change  at 
•i  Havre.  On  an  appeal  from  the  Bordeaux  Tribunals  in  an  action 
knmght  by  the  Syndic  of  the  Maritime  Brokers  of  that  town  against 
the  captain  o£  the  steamer  '*  John  Brogden,"  and  the  consignee  of  the 


*  Brokerage  at  Havre  is  levied  on  the  veight  of  cargo  delivered,  and  the  ton  is 
aalffnlflted  according  to  a  table  fixed  by  Govemiaent  decree,  and  varies  accordiag  to 
file  nataire  of  the  aierpkandiaft  taom.  150  to  1,000  kilos. 

t  75  centimes  per  register  ton. 
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yeseers  cargo,  the  Court  of  Cassation  delivered  its  judgment  on  the 
22nd  of  January,  distinctly  laying  down  the  law  that  the  owner,  sole 
charterer,  and  sole  consignee  of  the  cargo  can  do  the  ship's  business  at 
the  custom-house,  without  bein^  obliged  to  employ  the  services  of  a 
broker.  This  decision  is  in  entire  harmony  with  the  one  delivered  by 
the  Court  on  December  27,  1873.  Up  to  the  present  time  no  in- 
structions have  been  received  by  the  custom-house  authorities  here  to 
conform  themselves  to  the  tenour  of  this  decision. 

iMPOBTAirr  LsaAB  Decision. 

A  case  of  importance  was  tried  on  the  d()th  of  June,  before  the 
Court  of  Appeal  at  Bouen»  The  Tribunal  of  Commerce  of  that  town 
having  condemned  the  steamer  "  Marie  Stuart "  to  pay  5,668  fr.  to  the 
owner  of  the  French  vessel  "  Pierre  Constance,"  on  account  of  the 
damage  done  to  the  latter  by  a  collision  which  occurred  in  the  Biver 
Seine,  the  captain  of  the  steamer  appealed  against  the  judgment, 
which  was  annulled  by  the  Superior  Court  on  the  ground  that  it  had 
not  been  proved  that  the  captain  of  the  steamer  had  committed  any 
fault  or  error  of  navifi;ation.  Two  important  points  were  established  by 
this  judgment.  1.  That  the  regulations  concerning  the  lights  to  he 
earned  by  vessels  at  sea  do  not  hold  good  in  the  navigation  of  rivers 
which  are  governed  by  prefectoral  decrees.  2.  That  when  the  position 
of  a  sailing  vessel  in  a  river  is  not  clearly  indicated  hj  its  light  or  lights, 
the  steamer  which  is  coming  in  an  opposite  directi(>n  should  always 
take  the  starboard  side  of  the  stream. 


Shipping  and  Njlvigai^iok. 

Bbtubk  of  the  Total  Amount  of  British  Shipping  which  entered  the 
Port  of  Havre  during  the  years  1872-75. 


1875. 


1874. 


1878. 


1872. 


I 


I 


1,044 
167* 


608,690 
62,229 


19,419 
4,772 


181 


479,190 
52,045 


18,760 
4,688 


878 
177 


406,217 
52,422 


16,407 
4,718 


987 
160 


454,869 
51,886 


18,620 
4^547 


1,211 


565,919 


24,191 


1,169 


531,235 


28,448 


1,050 


458,639 


21,120 


506,605 


28,167 


The  above  return,  which  shows  an  increase  of  56  vessels  and 
24,500  tons  over  the  preceding  year,  is  a  verv  satisfkctcry  one,  con- 
sidering the  general  dullness  of  trade.  Of  the  above  1,044  vessels 
709  (about  68  per  cent.)  were  steamers,  with  an  aggregate  of  374,722 
tons  and  16,176  men,  against  608  (61  per  cent.)  of  358,090  tons, 
and  18,834  men  in  1874;  574  (65  per  cent.)  of  330,657  tons  and 
14,002  men  in  1873;  and  600  (65  per  cent.)  of  357,892  tons,  and 
15,736  men  in  1872.  The  steamers  averaged  527,  and  the  sailing 
vessels  384  tons,  against  588  and  318  tons  in  1874 ;  576  and  252  tons 
in  1873 ;  and  596  and  287  tons  in  1872.  The  principal  cargoes  brought 
by  them  \strsc  oeals,  cotton,  coffee,  hides,  wool,  guano,  and  petroleum. 

*  Steame  s  nmnlng  between  Havre  and  Southampton  canying  pasaebger^  hut 
also  fall  cargoes  of  merchandize,  mannfiMtared  cioods,  agricnltnral  produce,  &c. 
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NxTHBSB  of  Tons  of  Goals  Imported  in  British  Vessels. 

Tons. 

1875 282,149 

1874 258,262 

1878 238,792 

1872 251,780 

1871 212,485 

Rbiubk  of  the  Entries  of  British  Shipping  from  British  Possessions  in 
India  in  the  years  1872*75. 


Number. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

1875          

1874          

1878          

1872          

38 
26 
16 
20 

88,055 
21,195 
14,240 
19,878 

1,025 
556 
841 
497 

Biles  of  Cotton  brought  hy  the  above. 


1876 
1874 
1878 
1872 


188,768 

127,487 

40,849 

109,860 
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The  abore  zetam  ahowa  a  satisfactoffy  itate  of  thingg,  conaiderinir 
that  the  large  uaportation  of  wheat  which  took  place  in  1874  was 
totally  wanting  in  1875. 

Chftosa  Beturn  of  the  Entries  of  British  and  Foreign  Shipping  at  Hayre 
in  the  years  1878-75. 


1875. 

1«74. 

t2 

1 

1873. 

Nationality. 

1 

i 

j 

1 

m 
g 

• 

i 

^ 

H 

^ 

S 

« 

^ 

H 

U 

French        

621 

311.028 

13,563 

608 

257,995 

10,372 

660 

259,472 

10,557 

BlitiBh          

1,211 

565,919 

24,191 

1,169 

531,285 

23,448 

1,060 

458,639 

21,120 

aBMiaB       

10 

2,907 

103 

23 

12,491 

383 

5 

2,772 

106 

Swedish       

96 

32,921 

1,315 

84 

28,030 

1,134 

63 

22,921 

81A 

NonreKiM 

222 

86,256 

2,802 

217 

83,606 

2,769 

283 

105,871 

3,194 

DaaUkk        

22 

6,617 

228 

22 

4,764 

178 

9 

2,147 

81 

Geiman       

225 

244,868 

11,190 

273 

322,139 

16,419 

188 

178,176 

9,235 

IhUch         

75 

25,645 

1,462 

71 

18,661 

1,274 

70 

13,776 

1,177 

Bdffian        

6 

6.378 

167 

3 

2,862 

69 

3 

1,682 

66 

TwtagiuMB 

46 

16,651 

901 

22 

6,184 

857 

9 

4,912 

166 

«P«»Wi      V 

46 

17,2f7 

770 

46 

18,651 

HHti 

61 

25,616 

1,191 

▲lUtriaQ      

14 

5,464 

162 

10 

7,566 

283 

34 

10,006 

287 

Oreek          

2 

763 

24 

3 

1,069 

32 

1 

273 

10 

ao 

76,140 

1,406 

95 

96,438 

1,703 

118 

96,263 

1,756 

ItaUui         

22 

9,772 

278 

33 

14,674 

413 

32 

13,526 

374 

OABrCoMitriH     ... 

1 

164 

10 

- 

486 

24 

2,728 

1,409,780 

58,059 

2,686 

1,401,680 

:>l*,704 

*J,571 

1,193,050 

50,124 

QouOmt     trade 

<FMiich)  «. 

3,269 

268,242 
l,677,0e-2 

13,469 

3,3r>4 

269,430 

20,207 

3,075 

261,787 

15,257 

TbMl     

MB7 

7S,028 

6,040 

1,671,110 

78,911 

^«46 

1,444,837 

68,3bl 

The  above  vetura  shows  a  ialllog  ofT  in  tlio  tonnage  of  Bosaiau, 
Gtennan,  and  American  Tessels,  aikl  an  increatte  in  tlvoae  of  the  Trench, 
British,  Swedish,  Norwegian,  and  Dutch  fla|^. 

Return  of  the  Number  of  Seamen  serving  on  board  British  Yeasels 
diacfaarged,  shipped,  or  reported  as  Deserters  in  the  years  1871-75. 


1875. 

1874. 

1873. 

1872. 

1871. 

Diachaiged 

Skipped 

Bewried 

1,728 

1,497 

179 

1,788 

1,791 

198 

852 

1,010 

76 

1,219 

1.197 

89 

1,580 

1,418 

84 

NincBXK  of  Foreignera  amooog  Seamen  Diachaiged. 

1876  401 

1874  864 

1ST8  201 

187t  181 

1871  897 


I  regret  to  be  unable  to  apeak  more  fayourably  than  in  previous  years 
of  the  eondnet  of  a  kurge  portion  dE  the  sailors  who  come  m^ore  me,  or  of 
the  ability  aa  aeamen  ^  a  good  number  of  Uiem.  Drunkenness,  insolent 
behaviour  and  language,  and  insubordination  are  rife  amongst  them. 
ICttiy  cauacp  contribute  to  this  atate  of  things.  It  is  very  difficult  for 
a  eaptain,  <m  the  completioQ  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  his  voyage, 
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to  punish  those  men  who  maj  have  miabehaved  themselTes  in  the 
course  of  it.  If  he  prosecutes,  or  endeavours  to  make  deductions  finnn 
their  wages,  they  immediately  engage  a  sharp  lawyer,  and  in  very  nuu^ 
cases  the  latter  finds  a  legal  flaw  in  the  captain's  proceedings,  by  which 
he  puts  him  out  of  Court.  For  instance,  many  a  case  has  been  decided 
against  a  captain,  and  men  who  had  justly  merited  severe  punishment, 
have  escaped  scot-free,  because  the  former  has  omitted  to  read  over  to 
the  latter  the  entry  in  the  loe;-book.  It  is  true  the  law  orders  this  to  be 
done,  but  all  practical  men  snow  that  in  many  instances  the  captain's 
and  officers'  lives  would  be  endangered  were  the  instructions  complied 
with.  When  men  are  discharged  abroad,  or  misbehave  themselves  in 
in  foreign  ports,  the  case  is  still  worse.  To  tell  a  captain  who  comes  to 
complam  that  his  crew  are  drunk  and  fighting  among  themselves,  and 
that  he  can  do  nothins;  veith  them,  that  he  must  "  log  it  a^unst  them," 
is  nothing  but  a  mockery,  although  it  is  all  that  can  be  legally  done. 
Again,  when  crews  are  paid  off  abroad — a  practice  which  has  much 
increased  during  the  last  few  years — ^no  power  is  given  to  the  consular 
officer  to  adjudicate  on  questions  of  fines  and  deductions  for  misconduct 
during  the  voyage,  and  to  employ  ihe  cumbersome  process  of  a  naval 
court  in  every  petty  case  would  be  like  using  a  steam  hammer  to 
crack  a  nut.  The  position  of  consular  officers  called  on  to  interfere  in 
such  cases,  yet  armed  with  no  magisterial  powers  for  the  purpose,  and 
too  frequently  exposed  to  receive  the  foulest  abuse,  is  no  pleasant  one. 
The  question  of  the  great  and  growing  insubordination  of  sailors,  for 
which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  consider  the  dnited  States  have  something 
to  answer  for,  is  a  most  important  one.  It  is  without  doubt  most  right 
and  proper  to  legislate  for  the  protection  of  sailors'  lives,  but  quite  as 
many  vessels  are  Tost  by  the  incompetency  and  indiscipline  of  theur  crews 
as  through  the  unseaworthiness  of  their  hulls.  Our  snipowning  interest 
is  entering  on  a  very  critical  time,  and  it  would  not  take  much  to 
endanger  our  naval  supremacy.  Unhampered  by  numerous  forms, 
rules,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  manned  by  more  tractable  and  less 
expensive  crews,  and  sailed  with  very  great  economy,  the  ships  of 
aeveral  foreign  nations  are  becoming  formidable  competitors  to  us.  In 
the  trade  to  this  port  the  forei^er  is  creeping  in  in  places  where  we 
formerly  had  the  monopoly,  and  just  as  it  is  very  easy  to  cut  a  tree 
down,  but  impossible  to  replant  it,  so,  while  it  would  not  take  very 
much  to  make  us  lose  a  good  portion  of  our  carrying  trade,  we  should 
find  it  afterwards  a  very  difficult  matter  to  recover  it. 

Thanks  to  the  many  and  ruinous  strikes  which  have,  and  are  taking 
place — every  one  of  which  is  eagerly  noted  and  commented  on  by  the 
foreign  press,  and  held  up  as  an  additional  reason  for  competing  a|;ainst 
us — our  commercial  supremacy  is  already  menaced.  "Wbat  would  our 
condition  be  if  we  lost  our  maritime  supremacy  also  ?  I  think,  there- 
fore, that  attention  should  be  given  to  improving  the  character,  con- 
duct, and  seamanship  of  sailors.  The  number  of  training  ships  should 
be  increased.  Advance  notes  should  be  abolished  in  British  ports.  I 
do  not  see  how  they  can  be  done  awa^  vrith  abroad,  or  at  least  in  those 
countries  where,  as  in  France,  the  business  and  proceedings  of  crimps 
are  not  taken  notice  of  by  the  law.  But,  while  I  would  support  any- 
thing calculated  to  promote  the  safety,  comfort,  and  welfare  of  the 
sailor,  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  means  of  punishing  him  for 
misconduct  or  incompetency  should  be  rendered  more  easy  and  simple ; 
that  the  law  on  these  points  should  be  thoroughly  revised ;  that  con- 
sular conventions  be  concluded  with  foreign  nations;  and  that  full 
mafi;isterial  powers  be  given  to  consular  officers  to  enable  them  to  deal 
with  the  numerous  cases  which,  owing  to  the  great  increase  of  com- 
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merce,  and  to  the  number  of  ships  which  nowadavd  complete  their 
▼ojages  at  foreign  ports,  are  being  continually  brought  before  them. 

Eetttek  of  the  Number  and  Amount  of  Seamen's  Money  Orders 
issued  in  the  Years  1871-75. 


1875. 

1874. 

1873. 

1872. 

1871. 

1 

«     «.    d. 

1 

A      ».    d. 

^ 

£     i.    d. 

^ 

£     «.    d. 

SQ 

«     <.    (f. 

82t 

10,149  9  6 

f5S 

9,584    S    0 

418 

6,111  19    0 

480 

5,249    0    0 

806 

9,267    0    0 
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Betubk  of  Imports  and  Exports  for  the  years  1874r-75. 
Imfobib. 


Articles. 

Tons      .. 
»»         •  • 
i»         •  • 
j»         •  • 
♦>         •  • 

Metres   .. 

Tons 
>»         •  • 

1875. 

1874. 

Coals 

Wheat 

Oats          

Bape  and  cotton  seed 
Pig  iron    .. 

Wood        

Cement     .. 
>  Coal-tar  pitch       .. 

134,660 

.  1,208 
4,885 

3,600,779 
1,612 

2,487 

127,650 
7,977 
1,600 
2,200 
2,000 
3,000,000 
2,000 

EXPOKTS. 


Articles. 


Barley  . . 
Floar  .. 
Potatoes,. 
Caen  stone 
Buckwheat 
Bape  cake  . 
Bones  .. 
Iron  ore  . . 


1874. 


Tons. 

82,555 
1,400 
1,800 
8,500 
800 
2,000 
1,000 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Warburton  reports  as  follows : — Eap©  seed  oil  and 
oil  cake  is  still  the  principal  industry  at  Caen,  and  the  rate  of  produc- 
tion scarcely  varies.  The  mills  work  from  August  till  AprU,  making 
during  that  period  about  80  to  90  tons  of  oil,  and  from  120  to  140  tons 
of  oil  cake  a-day.  They  formerly  depended  on  the  grain  grown  in  the 
district,  which  was  not  sufficient  for  them  in  bad  years,  but  of  late  a 
considera3)le  quantity  ha«  been  imported,  so  that  they  can  always  work 
full  time.  In  the  district  of  Falaise  the  position  of  the  cotton  manu- 
facturers has  very  much  improved.  Theii*  godds  are  chiefly  consumed 
in  France,  and  the  trade  owes  its  prosperity  to  the  fact  that  they  have 
no  longer  to  compete  with  the  manufacturers  of  Alsace-Lorraine. 
Trade  has  beeai  generally  bad  during  the  year,  peobably  in  a  great  mea- 
sure owing  to  the  failure  of  a  large  bank,  the  **  Comgtoir  d'Bscompte,'* 
where  the  inhabitants  had  largely  deposited  their  savings.  The  harvest 
was  much  below  the  average,  constant  rains  having  much  damaged  it. 
Coal  continues  to  be  the  principal  import  from  England.  Li  the 
exports  thereto  barley  holds  the  first  place,  although  the  quantity  has 
fallen  ofl^  only  115  British  vessels  having  been  loaded  in  1875  against 
155  in  1874!..  Much  of  it  is  now  sent  by  rail  to  Germany.  The  only 
new  feature  in  the  -ea^ports  is  that  about  2,000  tons  of  iron  ore  were 
exported  to  England'  from  a  newly  opened  mine  at  St.  Remy  sur  Odon. 
Freights  for  England  have  averaged  10«.  per  ton  for  coals,  and  6*.  6c?. 

for  barley.    '  --«,., 

There  are  numeraus  complaints  on  the  patt  of  masters  of  Englisii 
ships  against  tt)e  French  system  of  brokerage  generally,  and  against 
their  treatment  by  the  brokers  here,  in  particular. 

PlJBMO  WOBKS. 

A  line  of  railway  from  Caen  to  the  port  pf  CourseuUes  has  been 
opened ;  but  it  is  not  of  any  commercial  importance. 
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TjlBLB  of  Principal  Imports  at  Honfleur,  Trouville,  &<5.,  in  the  Yean 

1873-75. 


Articles. 


Goals  . . 
Pig  iron 
Bar  iron 
Cement 
Wool.. 
Wheat  and  oats 
Marble 


1875. 


Tons. 
104,106 
2,716 
189 
500 
898 
980 
528 


1874. 


Tons. 

88^10 

1^7 

811 

1^188 


1878. 


Tons. 

87,576 

1,988 


600 


24,200  standards  of  timber  and  deals  were  imported  from  Eussia, 
Sweden,  and  Norway,  against  15,200  in  1874. 

Table  of  Principal  Exports  at  Honflenr,  Ac,  in  the  Years  1878-76. 


Arlielas. 


Poultry 

Meat        

Table  fraits 
Kuts  and  chesnuts 
Salted  batter 
Cheese 
Tegetablee 

Potatoes 

Barley 

Rye  grass  and  clorer  seed 

Iron  ore 

Dross  iron 

Honey 

Horses 

Cattle       


Dosens 
Tons 


1875. 


19,681,210 

997 

128 

4,276 

2,602 

5,280 

51 

95 

67 

9,528 

2,020 

1,184 

2,006 

27 

2,602 

1,814 


1874. 


16,088,040 
699 

2,062 
2,858 
5,080 


188 

18,828 

1,782 

1,845 

6,000 

'l,875 
925 


1878. 


18,089,920 
556 

1,874 

940 

8,627 


768 

10,886 

2,164 

1,800 


1,788 
29 


The  whole  of  the  above  products  were  sent  to  England,  and  an 
examination  of  the  table  will  show  how  steadily  the  trade  progresses. 
The  increase  in  the  export  of  eggs  is  very  remarkable,  the  number 
having  risen  from  11,120,280  dozen  in  1872,  to  19,631,210  dozen  in 
1875! 

Mr.  Vice- Consul  Wagner  calls  attention  to  the  increase  in  the 
number  and  tonnage  of  the  vessels  of  all  countries,,  excepting  France, 
which  have  entered  at  Honfleur  during  the  past  year,  and  to  the 
general  increase  in  the  exports  and  imports.  The  sawmills,  oil,  soap, 
paper  factoriea,  and  tanneries  have  all  been  in  a  prosperous  condition, 
but  the  sugar  refinery  is  still  shut  up.  The  labouring  classea  have  been 
fully  employed,  wages  have  been  high,  and  no  strikes  have  occurred. 
The  entrance  to  the  port  has  been  very  much  improved.  The  pier  has 
been  carried  out  220  yards,  and  a  new  channel  dug.  It  is  50  yards 
wide,  is  quite  straight,  and  has  a  depth  of  water  at  neap  tides  of  21 
feet,  and  in  spring  tides  of  from  24  to  27  feet,  and  vessels  of  large  ton- 
nage can  now  enter  the  harbour  without  the  least  difficultv.  There  are 
two  tugs  belonging  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  charge  for 
towage  is  paid  half  by  the  ship,  and  half  by  the  receiver  of  the  cargo. 
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For  the  purpose  of  sluicing  this  channel  a  large  reservoir  of  120  acres 
is  being  constructed.  To  meet  the  cost  of  these  works  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  has  been  allowed  to  charge,  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years 
&om  the  1st  of  January,  1875,  a  duty  on  all  vessels  of  45  centimes  per 
register  ton.  Shipbuilding,  which  was  formerlv  so  flourishing  a  busi- 
ness at  Honfleur,  has  very  much  decreased.  Only  f  ve  vessels  of  703 
tons  in  all  having  been  launched  during  the  year.  The  entries  of 
British  shipping  at  Trouville  during  the  past  year  fell  off.  This  may 
be  attributed  to  the  improvements  made  at  Honfleur,  and  to  the 
removal  to  that  town  of  the  agency  of  a  firm  of  conj  merchants.  No 
British  shipping  entered  the  port  of  Dives,  which  it,  however,  on  the. 
eve  of  increasing  in  importanee.  The  railroad  to  M^zidon  has  been 
leased  for  twenty  ^ears  by  the  "Western  B^way,  whp  have  engaged  to 
open  it  for  traffic  m  the  month  of  June  next.  This,  and  the  projected 
establishment  of  a  line  of  steamers  to  Havre,  will  undoubtedly  increase 
the  importance  of  Pives,  possessing  as  it  does  a  viery  safe  harbour. 
There  is  nothing  partiouLar  to  report  with  respect  to  trade,  <S:;c.,  at 
Pontandemer.  At  Xisieux,  a  manufacturing  town  of  12,000  inhabitants, 
the  linen  and  woollen  ficictories,  about  twenty-five  in  number,  have  been 
in  full  work,  and  business  has  been  on  the  whole  brisk,  if  not  very  pro- 
fitable. Mr.  Wagner  further  states  that  the  crops  in  his  district  have 
been  generally  g(m,  although  not  remarkably  abundant. 
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Mr.  Yice-Consul  Leger  reports  as  follows :— Fecamp  ia  more  of  a 
fishing  than  a  commercial  port.  With  the  exception  of  coala  from 
England,  and  timber  from  Norway,  there  ate  very  few  articles  imported. 
!Fot*  the  Newfoundland  fishery  seventeen  vessels,  of  4,869  tons,  and  354 
men,  were  despatched  in  1876.  Owing  to  an  extraordinary  deficiency 
of  bait  the  result  of  the  fishills;  was  very  bad,  and  the  price  rose  at 
Bordeaux,  where  most  of  the  wh  is  imported,  to  a  higher  price  than 
hal  been  seen  for  twenty  years.  Sixteen  vessels,  of  1,022  tons,  and 
81t  met),  were  equipped  ibr  the  Iceland  fishery,  which  produced 
981,518  kilos,  of  cod,  against  485,090  in  L874.  Fifty-five  vessels  were 
engaged  in  the  helping  and  mackerel  fishery ;  but  the  results  were  not 
very  good.  There  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  F^mp  four  cotton 
factories,  with  23,000  spindles.  A  new  industry  has  been  started,, 
namely,  the  manufacture  of  cotton  fishing  nets,  which  ha;? e  hitherto  been 
imported  from  England.  A  special  produet  of  Fecamp  is  ike  manufac- 
tuiike  of  a  liqueur  called  "Beniedictine  de  TAbbaye  de  F^camp«"  It  is 
lar|^ely  exported  to  the  north  of  Europe,  abd  also  to  ^e  United  States. 
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Gboss  Betum  of  British  and  ForeigQ  ShippiDg  entered  at 
Dieppe  in  1875. 


NationaUty. 

1876. 

Number. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

French 

858 

64,920 

4,666 

BritiBh        

1,568 

84),961 

22,641 

Nonregtan 

Swedish 

69 

21,886 

708 

7 

1,647 

64 

Danish 

6 

648 

66 

Dutch        

1 

62 

6 

Oennsn 

1 

286 

10 

RDaBian 

1 

274 

9 

Spanish 

1 

164 

19 

Total 

2,002 

418,798 

27,968 

In  addition  to  the  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  passenger 
steamers,  there  is  also  an  improvement  in  the  number  of  British  vessels 
generally  over  1874.  270,000  tons  of  coal  were  imported  against 
229,000  in  1874,  and  232,000  in  1873. 

Mr.  Yice-Consul  Lee-Jortin  states  that  no  alteration  hns  been  made 
in  the  port  charges,  and  the  dock  dues  80  c.  per  ton,  imposed  in 
November,  1874,  still  continue  to  be  charged.  In  addition  to  its 
import  trade  of  coals,  iron,  timber,  metals,  machinery,  &c.,  Dieppe 
possesses  sawmills,  and  manufactories  of  paper,  whiting,  brick  and  tues, 
patent  fuel,  and  clocks  and  watches. 

The  subjoined  tables  give  an  approximate  value  in  francs  of  the 
imports  and  exports  in  lb75. 


Imfobib. 


Articles. 


Tslue. 


Coal,  ooke.  pig  iron,  cement 

Woollen  and  cotton  goods    . . 

Metal  goods  and  agricultural  machinery 

Pottery,  eartheuware,  &c 

Colonial  produce       

Chemicals  and  sundries 

Total 


Fr. 
9,766,560 
8,600,000 
4,600,000 
8,600,000 
4.000,000 
1,600,000 

i6,766,660 
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Articles. 

Value. 

Paris  and  Lyons  mannfaetiuies       

Wines  and  spirits 

Frnitandregetables 

Floar,  barley,  seeds 

FlinU  and  clialk        

Sundries         

Total 

•Fr. 

12,500,000 

2,500,000 

1,200,000 

11,290,721 

80,000 

1,800,000 

28,870,721 

The  town  is  full  of  visitorB  in  June,  July,  August,  and  September, 
and  prices  are  then  higher  than  durin^s;  the  rest  of  the  year.    There  is  a 

fDod  college  where  education  can  be  had  at  a  very  moderate  cost, 
emale  servants  are  not  as  a  rule  good,  as  the  young  women  prefer 
working  at  the  Government  tobacco  manufactory,  where  from  900  to 
1,000  are  employed.  Mr.  Lee- Jortin  is  of  opinion  that  English  midd 
servants  of  good  character  and  ability  would  readily  find  situations  in 
the  English  families  residing  at  Dieppe. 

The  number  of  passengers  between   England    and    IVance,  vi& 
Dieppe,  was  61,740  in  1875. 
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The  (nominal)  passenger  steamers  not  included  in  the  above  return 
for  1875,  amounted  to  1,730,  of  363,449  tons,  and  29,556  men.  The 
number  of  passengers  between  England  and  Havre  (both  ways)  was 
22,497,  against  25,003  in  1874,  and  25,519  in  1873. 

Tbads  anu  Commxrce. 

The  subjoined  tables  show  the  amounts,  <fcc.,  of  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal articles  of  import  and  export  at  Havre  in  the  years  1871-75. 

Impobtations. 


Artidef. 

KUo«.    ... 
Lltrct  ... 

1876. 

1874. 

1873. 

1872. 

1871. 

^^ 

Coeoa          

Coffee          

Rice 

Bidet 

Wool 

Whett         

PitKlAim 

CMIOD  thread 
Aloohol 

19,665,537 

8,123,897 

48,276,125 

17,138,846 

26,760,496 

21,799>765 

1,778,500 

768,823 

2,600,654 

2,021,<58 

7,918,707 

8,506,879 

32,392,388 

5,480,807 

20,490,682 

25,967,967 

146,793,640 

4,663.867 

8,605,807 

2t  137,369 

12,968,571 

5,248,946 
32,8-22,174 

7,960,857 
23,521,366 
27,161,866 
107,910,455 

2,864,166 
670,946 

1,003,807 

12,          !98 

8,         49 

21,          >16 

2,          88 

17,         »9 

25,         i92 

97,         m 

10,          72 

17,-  ■I..i5l 

■  I.V.I.  :s61 

16,608,484 
6,149.188 

27,181,140 
6,561,338 
8,668,999 

20,802,446 

95,368,300 
3,07B,4M 

36,601,834 
4,838»«4 

EXPOBTATIONS. 


Articles. 

Kilos.    ... 

18 

*.•). 

1874. 

1K7.3. 

1872. 

1871. 

SQka  and  ribbons  ... 

.,. 

>so 

934,496 

1,&W,017 

1,461,876 

1,078,0'.;2 

Woollen  goods 

^t 

r62 

6,700,111 

5,007,071 

4,724,613 

4,009,6«r. 

Cotton     do. 

Ir 

)87 

1,122,646 

1,579,117 

1,815,659 

1,021,611 

l,j 

101 

1,208,212 

2,363,394 

2,571,490 

1,864,719 

China          

3,J 

Mb 

3,lo7.2I4 

3,408,359 

2,096,946 

1,323,505 

Beetroot  ngur      ... 

hi 

[30 

2,008,212 

1,036,544 

523,685 

414,650 

PMMoee      

9,; 

18 

8,658,602 

10,464,3-26 

10,158,142 

5,001,949 

Batter 

2,( 

>24 

2,188,590 

2,034,677 

2,355,191 

2,893,115 

Flour 

5,' 

MX) 

728.100 

2,963,023 

4,753,800 

82,000 

Ocbn          

1,( 

no 

8,135.643 

2,410,797 

3,166,953 

1,471,420 

WbiCbpa»«r 

K 

\99 

1,720,680 

2,869,151 

2,760,824 

1,437,898 

MUlia«T     

Fmnee... 

9,1 

m 

6,891,453 

8,364,756 

7,848,682 

6,138,399 

Wine 

Utrea  ... 

V 

m 

8,035,822 

8,984,883 

8,719,412 

^619,75^ 

Cotton. 
Imfobts  of  Cotton  at  Havre  in  the  Years  1871-75. 


Coontries. 

1875. 

1874. 

1878. 

1872. 

1871. 

UmitedStaies 

BnsU 

<Hher  eountries 

Bales. 

433,877 

24,620 

226,898 

Bales. 
841,829 

43,207 
204,514 

Bales. 

238,494 

88,582 

121,489 

fiaiee. 
282,250 

99,744 
209,401 

Bales. 
188,517 

60,782 
274,191 

IMd  .. 

«S5,275 

589,050 

878,515 

541,895 

518,490 
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ABBITAL3,  Delireries,  and  Stocks  of  Cotton  at  Havre  in  the  Years 

1871-75. 


Tears. 

Stocks, 
1st  January. 

Arrivals. 

DeliTeries. 

Stocks, 
3lBt  December. 

1875 
1874 
1873 
1872 
1871 

Bales. 
106,440 

86,500 
223,740 
189,230 

55,160 

Bales. 

68.%275 

589,050 

878,515 

541,895 

518,490 

Bales. 

589,920 

509,110 

515.755 

456,885 

434,420 

Bales. 
201,815 
106,440 

86,500 
228,740 
139,230 

Stocks 

in  Bond  on  the  3l8t  December, 

1871-75. 

ArUcles. 

1875. 

1874. 

1878. 

1872. 

1871. 

Kilos. 

Kilos. 

Kilos. 

Kilos. 

Kilos. 

Sugar,  foreign 

1,184,706 

448,548 

506.154 

456,727 

3,982 

„      colonial 

1,241,604 

758,894 

1,924,511 

502,028 

64,661 

Coffee 

18,954,896 

5,286,487 

5.093,609 

3,722,249 

643,284 

Cocoa 

1,868,953 

2,256,528 

2,074,430 

1,308,753 

1,505,392 

Hides     .      .. 

155,482 

44,304 

170,213 

120,710 

6,665 

Floor 

59,485 

71,132 

3,808,804 

258,701 

Wheat 

410,435 

1,940,885 

•• 

10,556,786 

12,194,589 

Tempoeaby  Admissions. 


Articles. 

1875. 

1874. 

1878. 

1872. 

Iron   .. 

„    cast 

„    plates    .. 
Copper 
Rice  .. 
Wheat 
Baw  sugar    . . 

Kilos. 
2.291,694 
2,028,245 

588,251 
1,061,889 
1,182.987 
2,156758 
4,574,884 

Kilos. 

1,035,967 

1,674,528 

635,290 

240,969 

140,113 

3,238,355 

2,443,267 

Kilos. 

695,945 
1,152,672 

585,290 
62,560 

250,709 
6,083,497 

701,872 

Kilos. 

1,128.009 

1,520,841 

240,289 

178,258 

18,509 

2,778,851 

1,652,091 

Bemabks  on  the  PEnrciPiLL  Articles  of  Impobt. 

Imports  of  sugar  show  a  large  increase  over  1874,  the  refiners  not 
finding  in  the  reduced  beetroot  stocks  the  shades  required  to  work  with 
advantage ;  the  drawback  system  applying  to  colour,  and  not  to  the 
real  quantity  of  eaccharine  matter  contained  in  the  sugar.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  present  large  beetroot  crop,  and  of  a  limited  demand 
for  export,  prices  have  fallen  to  a  very  low  figure.  The  heavy  tax 
levied  on  sugar  greatly  checks  consumption.  Very  coarse  moist  sugar 
is  retailed  at  7rf.,  and  loaf  at  8^.  per  lb. 

Ck)ffee, — ^The  high  prices  ruling  stimulated  imports  of  this  article 
from  every  quarter,  but  it  is  questionable  whether  much  profit  has  been 
left  on  the  transactions,  the  rates  in  Brazil  having  generally  ruled 
above  those  here. 

Bice  was  largely  imported  at  the  be^^nning  of  the  year  for  distillinc 
purposes,  but  with  a  large  wine  and  immense  beetroot  crop,  alcohol 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


HAVBIS. 


255 


has  80  much  receded  in  price  that  a  good  deal  of  the  rice  has  been 
re-sold,  or  passed  through  the  mills  for  re-export  to  the  West  Indies. 

Hides,  wool,  and  cotton  have  all  left  more  or  less  severe  losses  on 
importation.  Logwood,  fustic,  nnd,  towards  the  close  of  the  year, 
oilseeds,  were  about  the  only  articles  imported  which  have  left  satis- 
factory results. 

The  subjoined  table  gives  the  general  results  of  the  commerce  of 
the  whole  country  for  the  years  1873-75. 


iMPOBTATIONS. 


ArUcles. 

1875. 

1874. 

1878. 

Articles  of  consumption  . . 

Baw  materials 

Hannfactnres        

Other  g^oods          

Fr. 

779.844.0f0 

2,286,499.000 

484,569.000 

171,274,000 

Fr. 

981,198.00) 

2,267.589,000 

886,122,000 

168,102,000 

Fr. 

988,510,000 

3,108,269,000> 

342,860,000 

165,150,000 

ToUl          

8,672,186,000 

8,748,011,000 

8,564,789,000 

EXPOBTATIONS. 

Articles. 

1875. 

1874. 

1873. 

Manufactores        

Articles  of  consumption  . . 
Other  goods          

Fr. 

2,224,281.000 

1,590,726,000 

207,166,000 

Fr. 
2,172,569,000 
1,491,675,000 
213,609,000 

Fr. 

2.142,586,000 

1,446,219,000 

198,601,000 

Total          

4,022,162.000 

8,877,758,000 

3,787,806,000 

Betubk  of  the  Customs  Receipts  at  Havre  in  the  Years  1872-75. 

Fr. 

1875  24,952,741 

1874  20,186.845 

1878  19,969,974 

1872  14,249,428 

SHIPBUILDIirG. 

This  business  has  not  been  active  during  the  past  year,  only  seven 
steamers  of  3,284  tons,  bavin?  been  launched,  against  seven  of  8,628  tons 
in  1874,  and  seven  of  5,103  tons  in  1873.  Among  the  steamers 
launched  were  two  of  184  tons  register  each,  built  for  the  London, 
Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway.  This  apparently  singular  circum- 
stance is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  of  the  Western  Railway  Company 
of  France  being  co-proprietors  of  this  line  of  steamers  which  run 
between  Dieppe  and  rfewhaven. 


AOEICULTUEB. 


The  various  crops,  if  not  on  the  whole  superabundant,  have  been  in 
general  good  last  year,  that  of  beetroot  was  very  large.  The  small  size 
of  the  farms,  and  the  want  of  capital  to  properly  cultivate  them,  makes 
the  yield  per  acre  of  grain  less  than  it  is  in  England,  but,  on  the  other 
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band,  the  geniality  of  the  climate,  the  varied  nature  of  the  produce,  and 
the  untiring  industry  of  the  tillers  of  the  soil,  who  turn  everything  to 
Account,  make  the  aggregate  value  of  that  produce  very  large. 

Besumeofihe  above, — The  general  industrial  and  agricultural  con- 
dition of  the  country  is  in  a  state  of  high  and  progreasive  prosperity, 
notwithstanding  the  heavy  taxation  which  presses  on  everything  and 
everybody,  and  the  trammels  which  arise  from  the  excessive  centrali- 
zation of  the  governmental  system.  With  labouring  classes  who  are 
sober  (on  the  whole),  thrifty,  endowed  with  taste,  ac&ustomed  to  cheap 
amusements,  of  domestic  habits,  and  comparatively  free  from  the 
double-edged  weapon  of  strikes,  the  French  employers  are  in  many 
respects  better  off  than  their  British  compeers.  Were  it  possible  for 
France  to  enjoy  for  ten  years  perfect  political  quiet,  as  well  as  the  self- 
government  England  possesses,  she  would  attain  to  a  fabulous  height 
of  material  wealth  and  greatness.  Unfortunately,  all  the  different 
parties  have  their  watchwords  and  cries,  forming  integral  portions  of 
their  articles  of  political  faith.  Thus  if,  on  the  one  hand,  you  speak  to 
a  conservative  of  self-government,  he  will  reply  that  his  countrymen 
are  not  fit  for  it,  forgetting,  or  being  unwilling  to  own,  that  everything, 
commencing  with  the  system  of  education  given  to  the  youth  of  the 
country,  is  done  to  prevent  this  fitness  being  acquired.  If.  on  the 
other  hand,  you  suggest  to  one  of  the  other  side  that  the  arbitrary 
division  of  property  has  wrought  great  injury  to  France,  both  in  a 
social  and  material  point  of  view,  your  proposition  will  be  denied, 
because  this  is  one  of  the  Shibboleths  of  his  political  creed.  Yet  there 
are  liberals  who  are  in  their  hearts  convineed  of  thi?,  but  if  they  own  to 
their  conviction,  it  will  be  in  strict  confidence,  and,  as  it  were,  under 
protest. 

SAiaTABX  Stati  of  Disteict. 


Table  of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages  at  Havre  in 

L  the  Tears  1871-75. 

1875. 

1874. 

1878. 

1872. 

1871. 

Births 
Deaths 
Marriages    . . 

2,988 

2,929 

910 

8,055 

2,806 

840 

2,884 

3,191 

886 

2,862 

2,712 

928 

2,328 
4,271 

Of  the  2,083  births,  415  were  illegitimate.  There  were  thirty-three 
cases  of  twins,  and  one  of  a  triple  birth. 

In  addition  to  the  2,929  deaths,  there  were  165  stillborn  infants ; 
767  children  died  under  one  year  of  age. 

Of  the  persons  married,  64  men  and  144  women  were  unable  to  write 
their  names.  France  and  England  would  do  well  to  take  a  lesson  from 
each  other  in  the  mr.tter  of  illegitimate  children.  Thus  in  this  country 
a  man  is  not  legally  bound  to  pay  anything  for  the  support  of  his 
children  born  out  of  wedlock.  On  the  other  hand,  French  legislators 
have  thought  it  very  hard  that  innocent  children  sliould  carry  through 
life  the  stigma  of  illegitimacy  in  cases  where  their  father  is  willing  to 
make  reparation,  and  the  law  provides  that  on  his  marrying  the  mother 
they  become  legitimized,  althoug!]  born  previous  to'  the  ceremony. 
Now  there  were  in  this  town  last  year  seventy-six  marriages  by  which 
ninety-eight  children  became  legitimized.  Without  doubt  the  motive 
in  a  very  large  number  of  these  marriages  was  the  wi:ih  to  rrgnlarize 
the  status  of  the  children. 
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COKTICTIOKS  FOE  DBtTinCBKKBBS. 


4,190  persons  wefe  convicted  and  sentenced  for  drunkenness  in 
places  of  public  resort  in  1875,  against  8^78  in  J  874,  and  8,251  in 
1873.  Our  sailors  contribute  a  relatively  large  number  to  tho  above. 
I  wish  it  were  possible  to  convince  them  that  although  liquor  is  cheap, 
yet  much  of  it  is  very  bad,  and  that  the  offence  of  being  found  intoxi- 
cated in  the  streets  entails  a  fine  of  175.  6</.,  or,  in  default  of  payment, 
three  days'  imprisonment. 

OcTBOi  Duties. 
Table  of  Octroi  Duties  received  in  1878-75. 


Articles. 

1875. 

1874. 

1878. 

Wines  and  spirits . . 

Provisions 

Fael          

Forage       

Building  materials 
Sundries 

Fr.        c. 

899,966    77 
493,061     10 
422,888    43 
173,592     62 
387,981     98 
75,847    58 

Fr.        0. 
847,168    57 
472,072    09 
378,404    46 
179,567    77 
346,694    87 
114,857     12 

Fr.        c. 

780,480    99 
458,102    22 
349,564    45 
161.242    96 
882,793    50 
50,792    70 

Total 

2,462,888    48 

2,838,764    88 

2,128,164    82 

Tho  above  receipts  for  1875  are  equal  to  28  fr.  25  c.  per  head  of 
the  population. 

Public  Impbotements. 

The  new  law  courts  on  the  Boulevard  de  Strasbourg  are  approaching 
completion.  Whatever  may  be  the  success  of  their  internal  arrange- 
ments and  accommodations,'  they  are,  in  an  architectural  point  of  view, 
a  failure.  Heavy  in  design,  and  wanting  in  elevation,  it  is  very 
strange  that  they  should  be  the  outcome  of  a  public  competition. 
The  town  of  Havre  is,  however,  in  no  way  responsible  for  them,  Bouen 
and  its  authorities  being,  under  the  system  of  departmental  govern- 
ment, the  arbiters  in  such  matters.  New  houses  continue  to  be  built, 
but  although  everyone  complains  of  the  hard  times,  rents  continue  very 
high.  The  mayor  submitted  to  the  municipal  council  at  one  of  its 
sittings  a  project  of  a  maritime  boulevard.  This  improvement,  which  is 
so  greatly  needed  both  for  the  protection  of  the  shore  and  the  embellish- 
ment of  the  town,  ought  to  have  been  made  fifteen  years  ago,  when  it 
would  have  cost  far  less  than  to-day.  The  project  comprises  a  boulevard 
along  the  seashore,  commencing  at  the  pier  and  extending  to  the  adjoining 
and  charming  suburb  of  Sainte  Adresse,  1,9 J  9  metres  in  length  and  25  in 
breadth.  The  estimated  cost  is  7,000,000  fr.,  in  part  payment  of  which 
there  would  be  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  80,000  square  metres  of 
land.  Had  a  part  of  the  sums  which  have  been  lavished  on  Trouville, 
Deauville,  and  other  places  on  that  coast,  been  spent  here  in  the  making 
of  this  boulevard  and  the  building  of  a  casino,  hotels,  and  villas,  Havre 
would  have  been  one  of  the  most  frequented  watering  places  in  France. 

The  English  Episcopal  church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  the  Eue 
Mexico,  was  opened  for  Divine  Service  on  Easter  Sunday  last.  In  an 
architectural  point  of  view  it  is  very  successful,  and  few,  if  any, 
towns  on  the  continent  will  be  able  to  show  so  pretty  an  English  church. 
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As  much  cannot  be  said  for  the  accommodation  provided  for  the  con- 
gregation, the  sitting  bein^  too  limited  in  number,  and  with  the 
exception  of  a  certain  number,  badly  placed  for  seeing  and  hearing. 
There  is,  unfortunately,  a  heavy  debt  on  the  building,  and  the  intended 
spire  has  not  been  erected. 

The  Sailors'  Reading  Eoom  continues  to  be  well  attended.  It 
would  be  of  very  great  benefit  to  our  seamen  if  funds  could  be  found  to 
establish  a  Sailors*  Home  in  connection  with  the  reading  room. 

Havre,  February  2,  1876. 
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Report  by  Consul  TtemleU  on  i%e  Trade^  Commerce^  and  Navigation 
of  Stuigonfor  the  Tear  1875. 

A  EEYiEW  of  the  trade  of  this  colony  for  the  past  t^relve  months  does 
not  present  any  marked  feature,  the  term  having  generally  been  charac- 
terised bj  A  quiet  prosperity  that  has  gone  far  towards  neutralising  t^e 
efibcts  of  the  loases  sf  tlie  previous  yeajr ;  the  period  "^mA  iiot,  bowev€r, 
been  entirely  free  from  misfortune,  several  Chinese  merehsoiis  of  former 
higk  standing  having  becosse  bankrupt ;  bat  these  failures  have  resulted 
in  no  material  loss  to  EuFopeans,  and  beside  the  iittmediate  beiMfit 
derived  from  the  weeding  out  of  a  few  houses  of  uncertain  position,  the 
attention  of  Government  has  been  called  to  the  insecure  footing  upon 
which  foreigners  have  of  late  again  been  forced  to  carry  on  business 
with  Chinese  and  natives,  and  it  is  hoped  that  much  good  may  eventu- 
ally coMs  out  of  an  sMarent  ealamity. 

Mtekange  on  London  has  not  been  worked  to  any  extent,  and  rates 
generally  have  been  ibrced  down  to  the  lowest  point.    The  following 
are  quotations : — 
Londoft  BmIc  Bills  . .        ..  6  nMnths 


Doeamentary  Bills. 
Hongkong       „  „   . 

Yokohama       „  „   . 

Singapore        „  „   . 

BaUvia  „  „   . 


15  days  i 


u. 

Od.    to 

is. 

Id. 

4«. 

IfA  „ 

if. 

Sid. 

0#. 

Hd.  „ 

##. 

lid,  per  cent,  discount. 

Of. 

2tA   „ 

09. 

nd. 

0#. 

Id.     ^ 

o«. 

lid. 

248 


251       florins. 


Shipbikck 

From  the  following  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  322  vessels  of  all 
nationalities,  and  agj^gating  242,377  tons  register,  loaded  at  this  port 
during  1875,  of  which  no  less  than  201  tasMls  of  167,967  tons  were 
British,  or  roughly,  about  two-thirds  of  lAie  entire  tonnage.  As 
remarked  in  my  former  report,  nearly  all  the  steam  traffic  of  the  colony 
is  carried  on  in  British  bottoms. 

The  second  table  will  show  the  continued  increase  of  British 
steamers  over  sailing  craft. 

No.  I. — Vessels  loaded  at  Saigoa  during  1875. 


Flag. 

ITumber. 

Tonnage. 

Amerioan 

British           

Oiinese         

Danish           

Dutch            

♦French           

Ctaman                    .. 

Siamese         

ftisniah          

^ireilMi         

1 

201 

1 

28 

16 

40 

26 

8 

2 

9 

809 
167,967 

920 
17.816 
16,09$ 
19,240 
14,694 

698 

704 
8,637 

Tdtal 

822 

242,877 

*  Bxclusies  of  mail  steamers. 
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No.  II.— Beitish  Sbipping  entered  during  1876. 


YesaelB. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

NumUr  of  Crews. 

Bailing 

Steamers       

40 
165 

20,414 
149,418 

621 
6,845 

Total 

805 

169,882 

6,966 

EXPOBTS. 


j^e^ — ^The  production  of  this  staple  has  been  upbn  a  scale  hitherto 
unprecedented,  and  prices  have  been  quite  moderate  throughout  the 
year.  The  following  table  will  show  that  the  amount  exported  was 
6,690,282  piculs,  equal  to  832,150  tons,  being  an  increase  upon  the 
export  of  1874  of  2,631,172  piculs,  or  160,080  tons. 

Statement  of  Exports  of  Eice. 


Countries. 

Ports. 

Piculs. 

Total. 

China     .. 

Hongkong    .. 
Amoy           •  • 
Swatow 

Singapore     . . 

BaUvia        

Scurataya     . . 
Samarang     .  • 
Bezukie 

Port  Louis    . . 

Manila 

Hollo 

BeUe-Isle,  f.o. 
Falmouth,  f.o. 

Monteyideo  .. 
Bio  de  Janeiro 
Uarana 
Valparaiso    . . 

Sydney 

8,623,180 
18,100 
35,000 

8,676,280 
427,080 

1,285,786 
5,600 

31,800 

52,700 

106,986 
4,200 

Straits 

Java      ..        ..         < 

228,018 

1,001,828 

85,400 

26,000 

MauriUus 

Phillipines       . .         { 

12.100 
19,700 

Europe  ..        ..         -1 

20,800 
82,400 

America..        ..         < 

28,600 
82,870 
10,000 
86,466 

Australia 

Qrand  Total 

5,590,282 

The  total  value,  C( 
picul  for  common  cnrg 
under : — 

Dmputed  at  an  ave 
0  and  2  doL  60  c.  fo 

rage  price  of  1  dol.  27  c.  per 
r  milled  rice,  amounted  to  as 

Quantity. 

Price. 

Value. 

Piculs. 
5,430,746 

Dol.  e. 

1  27 

2  50 

4s. 

Dol. 

6,897,047 

Muf^    .'.* 

.. 

1^9,686 

899,090 

5,590,282 

7,296^187 

At  Exchange     . . 

£1,459,227 
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It  Will  be  seen  that  the  bulk  of  the  crop  hsm,  as  usual,  gone  to 
China,  prices  not  having  been  sufficiently  favourable  (as  compared  with 
those  of  Burmah)  for  European  or  American  shipment,  and  the  export 
to  those  countries  has  consisted  of  white  milled  grain,  as  above  noted. 

More  ground  is  being  annually  brought  under  cultivation  and,  from 
the  reports  from  the  interior  inspections,  the  expectation  is  warranted 
that  the  crop  now  being  harvested  will  exceed  even  that  of  1876. 

Tlie  subject  of  attempting  two  crops  per  annum  is  being  mooted, 
one  to  mature  in  December,  as  at  preseut,  and  the  other  iu  June-July ; 
but  in  my  opinion,  this  latter  will  not  prove  feasible,  for  the  reason  that 
at  the  necessary  planting  season  there  is  literallv  no  rain  whatever. 

Suffar. — There  has  been  no  manufacture  of'^  this  comlnodity  except 
by  natives  for  consumption  here. 

Cotton,  Fith. — Exports  have  been  about  the  same  as  during  the 
previous  year. 

Pepper,  Cqffee. — The  proprietors  of  the  few  plantations  still  show  a 
determination  to  persevere  in  their  efforts  to  cultivate  these  articles, 
and  will  no  duubt  eventually  prosper  in  a  moderate  degree. 

Silk, — The  manufacture  appears  to  have  been  abandoned  for  the 
present,  the  factory  having  been  closed  for  some  months. 

In  Hidee,  Hams,  and  Oatniouae  there  has  been  very  little  done,  and 
in  any  case  they  are  not  produced  in  this  colony,  but  arrive  from  Cam- 
bodia in  trifling  quantities. 

Impobts. 

There  is  no  new  feature  to  report  in  this  branch  of  business,  except 
its  marked  increase,  upon  which,  however,  I  can  only  remark  generally. 
Piece  goods  of  British  manufacture  have  met  with  a  larger  sale  than  ever 
before,  in  fact,  they  supply  the  entire  wants  of  the  colony  for  this 
description  of  goods. 

Cdah. — ^The  Government  contracted  in  May  for  5,000  tons  Austra* 
lian,  at  equal  to  10  dol.  50  c.  per  ton.     Private  importations  were — 

Tons. 

English 2,698 

Aostralian         1,800 

Which  retailed  slowly  at  14  dol.  and  11  dol.  respectively. 

Opium. — The  quantity  of  this  drug  consumed  remains  about  the 
same,  say  50  chests  per  month,  but  this  is  distributed  over  a  large  tract 
of  country,  and  yields  a  revenue  of  586,585  dol.    Spirits,  175,0(X)  dol. 

GsmsBAL  Behabks. 

On  the  21st  January  the  colonial  bank,  denominated  the  **  Bank  de 
rindo-Chine,"  took  the  place  of  the  Comptoir  d'Escompte,  with  a 
charter  for  twenty  years.  Tliis  bank  has  the  intention  of  issuing  notes, 
which  will  no  doubt  prove  a  great  convenience,  all  our  transactions 
having  hitherto  been  carried  on  in  hard  cash. 

Very  great  improvements  have  been  n»ade  in  the  city  of  Saigon 
itself,  and  the  work  in  that  direction  is  still  being  carried  on 
Tigorously. 

The  ports  of  Haip-hong  and  Han-oi,  in  the  kingdom  of  Annam, 
were  declared  open  to  commer(*e  from  the  15th  September,  1874,  in 
acocurdance  with  the  Treaty  of  81st  of  August.  Steamers  are  alreadj 
ruxuxing  between  the  former  port  and-  Hotig-Kong,  and  no  doubt  this 
port  will  in  good  time  be  benefited  by  this  freeb.  opening. 
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0&  Urn  IMk  JFttAe  tlM  Britkh  atttmdkip ''  PeoMunlMica  '*  steuck  a 
tock  off  0«pe  T)ftifraR»  and  the  Frenoh  mu^^^war  "^  Sumoii^"  Mcxt  to 
Borwy  tfae  spot,  plaoM  its  oositioii  at  2  milet  S.R  br  S.  feam  the  abore- 
BMBed  oopa,  with  b^  feet  or  water  upoA  it  9i/b  low  tide. 

I  annex  a  table  of  eundrj  artielet  of  laport. 


Articles. 

Ahsifttb^ 
Beer 

OedMikt  .. 
GoMeafMde 

Co^^iac    . .        • « 
,1       «  •        •  • 
Floor 

Maieluwdiae^)  !! 
Wine  (orduuire) 


Packages. 


Qoantitiea. 


Oaaee 

1,6^2 

>»            » 

6,6Sl 

Barrela 

060 

CftMt 

1,340 

Bales 

3,500 

Cases 

5.161 

Paekagsi    .. 

%$n% 

Barrels 

t^n 

SadLS 

7,013 

Paekages    . 

447^83 

Cases 

3,234 

Casks 

0,430 

SaigoB,  January  16, 1876. 
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H  bf  Vwe'O&nmtl  MdcOregwr  4m  tike  2hub,  Ckwmmtee^  tmi  Xatfigation 
of  bt  Mah,  exehmve  of  the  London  and  8ouih  Western  Oompmm/^9 
atemnerw,  fir  ike  Teer  1975. 


1878. 


Intend. 

(aoMd. 

ToyaNMmbir4tfye«el«. 

Tottl 

1V»tel  Koaber  ofVeMeli. 

TMil 

With 

In 
BiBMft. 

XMbL 

WUli 

Ita 

TotaL 

Yataeof 
Cargoes. 

DtaMt      ^.       ... 
JhidlMt    ...       ... 

m 

1 

K 
8 

21S 

S20 

14 

M 

12 

IM 
26 

m,449 

8,0M 

Totol     

198 

24 

222 

86,268 

14a 

76 

219 

UMB3 

1874. 


Bnttnd. 

Gkwad. 

Total  Number  of  VeaMlf. 

Total 
Vain*  of 
Cargoee. 

Total  Knmber  of  YeiMli. 

Total 

With 
Cargoet. 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

With 
Cargoee. 

BaUaet. 

Total. 

Valaeof 
Cargoee. 

Dlrwt       

Indirect    

261 

8 

86 

27 

297 
86 

86,192 
14,674 

812 

4 

102 
14 

814 
18 

164,663 
11,440 

Total     

269 

68 

882 

99,766 

216 

116 

882 

176,103 

1875. 


Sntered. 

Cleared. 

Total  Number  of  Veesels. 

Total 
Valaeof 
Cargoee. 

Total  Number  of  Vessels. 

Total 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast 

Total. 

With 
Cargoee. 

In 
Ballast 

TotaL 

Value  of 
Cargoes. 

Direct       

Indirect    

868 
8 

89 
16 

402 
19 

£ 

98,666 

2,216 

804 
82 

168 

88 

867 
60 

£ 
160.062 
82,462 

Total     

866 

66 

421 

96,871 

286 

191 

417 

192,624 

The  total  number  of  vessels  registered  as  entered  in  1875,  direct 
and  indirect  trade  inclusive,  exceeds  that  of  the  year  187^  by  eighty- 
nine  vessels,  and  that  of  1878  by  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 
This  advance  is  to  be  attributed  to  a  great  increase  in  the  coal  trade ; 
to  the  great  number  of  screw  colliers  employed  in  1874  and  1875 ; 
and  to  the  action  of  the  superintending  officers  of  the  mercantile 
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marine  in  exacting  from  masters  of  aliipa  compliftoce  with  the  iii- 
structions  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Merchant  Shipping  Acta,  1854 
and  1878. 

The  value  of  coals  has  been  calculated  during  the  three  years  in 
quesiioD  at  1^  per  ton,  and  the  total  value  of  coals  was  for  the  year 
1873,  31 ,019/^  tor  1874,  59,210/.,  and  for  1876,  76,9911. 

Nine  screw  colliers  entered  in  1873,  twenty-six  in  1874,  and  thirty- 
six  in  1875. 

Jersey  smacks  of  thirty  tons  have  now  their  afi;reements,  and  their 
masters  report  themselves  at  the  vice-consulate,  which,  as  a  rule,  a  few 
years  ago,  they  never  did. 

The  total  value  of  entries,  direct  and  indirect  trade  indusive,  is  as 
follows :  In  1873,  36,2581.,  in  1874,  99,7661.,  and  in  1875,  95,871.  In 
the  total  value  of  entries  for  1874,  a  very  unusual  importation  of  wheat 
and  flour,  direct  and  indirect,  amounting  to  about  36,000/.,  has  given  a 
higher  sum  to  that  year,  by  about  4,000/.,  although  showing  about 
18,000  tons  less  of  cargo  tonnage  than  to  the  year  1875. 

With  respect  to  the  total  values  of  cargoes  cleared,  direct  and 
indirect  trade  inclusive,  an  unusual  exportation  of  grain  in  twenty-one 
ships  to  the  Netherlands,  has  given  the  year  1875  a  total  value  ex- 
ceeding that  of  1874  by  about  16,000/.,  and  that  of  1878  by  about 
73,0001. 

The  twenty-eight  vessels  cleared  in  ballast  for  France  in  1875  are 
small  schooners,  bound  to  some  of  the  little  ports  of  Finistere,  or  Cdtes 
du  Nord,  to  fill  up  or  take  in  cargoes. 

There  have  been  averac^e  harvests  in  the  arrondissement  of  St. 
Male,  in  1875,  for  apples,  chesnuts,  buckwheat,  oats,  potatoes,  tobacco, 
walnuts,  and  wheat,  out  a  harvest  below  the  average  for  barley. 

St  Male,  January  5, 1876. 
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GERMANY. 

BBEMEN-BBEMEBHA.yEN. 

JRipari  hf  Camul  Ward  on  the  Trade  of  Sremen-Bremerhaven  for 
the  Tear  1875. 

Tm  following  reporfc  on  the  trade  and  on  other  matters  connected 
in  a  prominent  manner  with  the  commercial  interests  of  Bremen  and 
its  outport  Bremerhayen  during  the  past  twelve  months  will,  I  believe, 
tend  to  show  that,  as  regarded  the  trade  and  shipping  of  this  port  in 
general,  as  also  in  particular  its  commercial  relations  with  Great  Britain 
and  British  PosseBsions,  the  year  1875  will  have  to  be  classed  amongst 
those  of  a  decidedly  unsatisfactory  character. 

The  general  depression  under  which  commercial  as  well  as  industrial 
interests  liad  already  been  suffering  more  or  less  in  nearly  all  parts  of 
Germany  in  1 874,  and  which  some  sanguine  persona  had  expected 
would  be  succeeded  by  a  favourable  reaction  on  the  opening  of  the  new 
year,  not  onl^  continued  unabated,  and  consequently  actcS  more  and 
more  prejudicially  upon  all  business  tranaactions  and  commercial 
enterprises,  but  was,  moreover,  attended  bv  a  long  series  of  mercantile 
failures.  In  view  of  the  heavy  losses  which  have  tims  only  recently 
befallen  so  many  merchants  both  here  and  in  other  places,  the  pros- 
pects of  a  speedy  improvement  taking  place  in  most  branches  of 
Dusiness  in  this  part  of  the  world,  have  not,  it  is  thought,  as  yet  at 
least  assumed  a  promising  character. 

The  different  parts  of  this  report  are  headed,  in  the  usual  manner, 
as  follows,  vis. : — 

I.  Shipping  and  Navigation. 

II.  Trade  and  Commerce. 

III.  Agriculture. 

IV.  Population  and  Industry. 

V.  Public  Works. 
YI.  General  fiemarks. 

I.  SHiPPnra  akd  NAVieiiTioir. 

The  comparatively  low  rates  of  freight  which  roled  in  consequence 
chiefly  of  the  depressed  condition  of  trade,  in  most  porta  during  the 
greater  part  of  1875,  as  also  an  exceptionally  large  number  of  shipping 
casualities,  rendered  the  past  year  an  unfavourable  one  for  shipowners. 
This  observation  may,  moreover,  be  applied  more  especially  to  the 
owners  of  steam  shins,  and  in  particular  of  steam  shipping  at  this  port, 
where  a  number  of  the  largest  class  of  these  vessels  were  laid  up  in 
dock  during  the  whole  of  the  last  twelve  months  for  want  of  employ- 
ment. 

The  aggregate  number  of  sea-going  ships  of  all  nations  wWeh 
arrived  at  the  port  of  Bremen  in  1875  was  2,801,  and  their  regbtered 
tonnage  845,7»8  tons ;  the  aggregate  number  of  departures  was  2,>$09 
ships,  of  755,188  tons.  The  subjoined  coniparatire  statements  will 
show  that,  both  as  regarded  the  number  wd  tonnage  of  the  ships,  a 
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very  remarkable  decrease  is  perceptible  in  the  arrivals  and  in  the  de- 
partures during  the  past  year. 


I.—Abbivau. 


Year. 

ShipBofallN&tions. 

Aggregate 
Tonnage. 

1871 

1872 

1878 

1874 

1875    .. 

8,638 
3,465 
1^497 

^891 

866,018 
851,646 
979,008 
OB%V)l 
845,798 

H.— DSPABHJBII. 

Year. 

Aggregate  Kante  of 
aiiipsof  aU  KsfclQBa. 

Aggregate 
Tonnage. 

1871 

1872 

1878 

1874 

1S76 

3,241 
8,668 
3,824 
8,24S 
2,809 

SS§2S 

The  particij^ation  of  the  Tarious  flags  in  the  shipping  trade  to  and 
from  this  port  in  the  past  year  was  respectively,  as  follows,  viz. : — 


Flag. 


Shipa  Airived. 


Number. 


Regtrtef^ 
T( 


Ships  Departed. 


Number. 


Begiitand 
Tonnage. 


Austrian 

Belgian        

Bremen        

British 
Danish 

Dutch  

French  

German  (exclusive  of  Bremen) 

Italian 

Norwegian    .. 

Bussian        ... 

Bandwich  lalaiidfl    . .         •  • 

Spanish         ..         .« 

Swedish        

United  States  cf  AmenA  . . 

Total 


8 

1 

579 

818 

15 

236 

14 

1,451 

10 

99 

11 

2 

5 

41 

21 


1,652 

1,471 

451,198 

141,907 

2,774 

19,449 

4,121 

142,752 

6,198 

39,687 

2,786 

751 

1^78 

10,761 

19,118 


8 

1 

578 

228 

16 

294 

18 

1,582 

10 

72 

10 

2 

6 

41 

18 


1,643 

1,471 

449,210 

79,688 

8,129 
21,979 

4,002 
185,508 

6,232^ 
26,884 

2,824 
751 

M67 
10,162 
10,798 


S^801 


845,798 


2,809 


755,188 


The  countries  from  whence  the  ships  visiting  this  port  in  1875 
arrived,  and  wBither  they  were  bound,  nre  given  in  the  followiug  table^ 


VIK. 
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Oomitiies  whence  arrired  vad 


Ahips  aaired  «i 
Bfemen. 


ITomber. 


Registered 
Tonnage. 


flUps  daparUd  fram 
Bremen. 


Nomber. 


Begistered 
Tonnage. 


Afnim(inc]iyiingCapedf  flood  Hope) 
Aoatralia  (and  ^Sandwich  Islands} . 


BkitiA  India 

Britigh  ff  orth  Ameriea 

OsBtral  America  and  Hexko 

ObiM  

OrfvmbU,  UnHed  SUtes  of  • 

]>eBmark 

Pnmee 

Qemany 

Great  Britain 
Greece 
Heligoland  .. 

Iti^ 

NeOierianda 

Boomania 

Rnaeia  

Soiitli  America                   • . 
Spain  and  Portugal . . 
Sweden  and  Norway 
United  States  of  America  . . 
Weetlndkt 


Totel. 


12 

1 

12 

78 


20 

2 

11 

42 

42 

1,042 

661 

1 

69 

6 

56 

1 

189 

48 

84 

281 

878 

87 


2,686 

492 

5,826 

59,581 

7,795 

1,605 

12,890 

881 

11,041 

69,712 

186 

898 

1,876 

7,284 

1,060 

42,816 

14,976 

7,297 

27,660 

885,881 

8^6 


2,801 


846,798    , 


12 

7 

19 

18 

2 


77 

4 

1,184 

«81 

**8 

122 

102 
9 

21 
296 
269 

8t 


2,880 
4,676 
8,190 
18,985 
8,674 
007 
9/i2S 

4,607 

774 

74^11 

242,200 

^280 

M^i 

10,624 
5,108 
4,297 

86,946 
806,941 

14,078 


2,809 


188 


Steam  Shipping. — ^The  comparative  share  borne  by  steam  shipping 
in  the  aggregate  shipping  trade  of  Bremen  during  the  last  iire  years  was 
respectively  as  follows : — 

L— Abbivais  at  Bbemin. 


Nnmber  of  Ships. 

Registered  Tonnage. 

Ttar. 

Number. 

Of  wdiiob 
SteamtfB. 

Agi^cgaie 
Tonnage. 

Tonnage  of 
Steamen. 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1876 

8,287 
8,688 
8,466 
8,407 
2^1 

484 
676 
ii76 
603 
629 

866,018 
85M46 
979,008 
990,101 
846,798 

897,566 
449,792 
492,882 
608,026 
401,248 

II.*-Depabtubs8  raoM  Bbembt. 


Nnmber  of  Ships. 

Registered  Tonnage. 

Tear. 

Komber. 

Orw1iic!i 
steamen. 

•Aggregate 
Teaoagt. 

Tonnage  of 
Stean^ra. 

1871 

1872 

1878 

1874 

1875 

8,241 
8,568 
8,824 
8,248 
2,800 

470 

652 
662 
567 
491 

888,542 
815,906 
904,828 
908,015 
755,188 

894,971 
442,211 
486,061 
477,468 
878,085 
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With  regard  more  particularly  to  the  jear  1874i*  the  next  table 
will  show  to  what  nations  the  steainera  arrived  at  and  departed  from 
tWs  port  respectively  belonged. 


Kationality. 


Steamers  arrived  in 
1875. 


Number. 


Registered 
Tonnage. 


Steamers  departed  in 
1875. 


Kumber. 


Registered 
Tonnage. 


Belgian 

Bremen 

British 

Danish 

Dotch       

French 

German  (ezclnaive  of  Bremen; 

Italian 

Korweglan 

Russian 

Spanish 

Swedish 

Total. 


2 

859 

185 

2 

85 

4 

49 

•  • 

2 

4 

1 

10 


908 

418,478 

68,095 

1.452 

6.165 

2.085 

11,881 

1,080 

2,751 

852 

4,789 


1 
354 
109 

1 
86 

4 
48 


408 


421,854 


402 


458 

400.875 

48,802 

885 

6,818 

2.085 

11,116 


2,751 

852 

4,321 


411,491 


Britiih  Ships. — ^A  more  particular  insight  into  the  movements  of 
British  ships  at  Bremen  during  1875,  as  compared  with  previous  years, 
is  offered  by  the  following  table,  from  which  it  will  appear  that  the 
British  flag  likewiste  participated  in  the  general  falling  off  in  the  number 
and  tonnage  of  vessels  visiting  this  port  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  viz. :— 


Tear. 

British  Ships  arrived  at 
Bremen. 

BritUh  Ships  departed  from 
Bremen. 

lj»regate 
Kumber. 

Of  which 
Stcamert. 

Ac^rregate 
Tonnage. 

Number. 

Of  which 
Steamers. 

Aggregate 
Tonnage. 

1871  .. 

1872  .. 

1873  .. 

1874  .. 

1875  .. 

470 
897 
864 
418 
818 

94 
140 

98 
185 

80 

iw,no 

123,H87 
126.465 
15S.718 
141,907 

892 
881 
804 
344 
228 

86 
116 

80 
109 

75 

181,681 
96.524 
79,144 

114,468 
79,688 

Average  1 
of  last 
SyearaJ 

892 

108 

140,116 

819 

95 

100,280 

Direei  Trade  taUh  British  Por/«.— The  extent  of  the  direct  sea- 
bame  trade  between  the  port  of  Bremen  and  Bricish  ports  (as  carried 
on  under  British  aa  well  as  foreign  fldfi^s)  during  1875  was  considerably 
lees  than  in  aoy  one  of  the  prec^ling  four  years,  viz.  :«<- 


*  Infonnation  for  1875  is  not  obtainable. 
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Year. 

ArriyalB  from  British 
Ports. 

Deptrtores  for  British 
Porta. 

Kumber. 

Begistered 
Tonnage. 

Knmber. 

Begistered 
Tonnage. 

1871 

1872 

1878 

1874 

1875 

784 
688 
648 
658 
561 

202,558 
208,184 
192,707 
198.815 
186,491 

829 
8C2 
709 
711 
681 

808,585  . 

274,447 

248,819 

266,236 

242,200 

Ayenge  of  lait  5  yean 

657 

197,740 

786 

267,057 

DistinguisliiDg  the  ships  employed  in  the  past  year  in  the  direct 
trade  between  Bremen  ana  Ghreat  Britain  accordiDg  to  their  respectiye 
nationalities,  the  share  taken  by  British  yessels  and  by  the  different 
foreign  flags  will  appear  to  have  been  respectively  as  follows : — 


Shipl  Arrired  from  Great  Britain 
in  1875. 

Ships  Departed  for  Great  Britain 
in  1876. 

Flag. 

WIthCargost. 

In  Ballaat 

WithCaiffOM. 

laBaQMt. 

il 

f 

li 

1 

il 

1 

Il 

t 

m 

H 

» 

^ 

» 

H 

i^ 

^ 

Awtriui         

1 

862 

Bfwnen          

216 

12ft,821 

6 

6.197 

212 

124,969 

19 

16,814 

British  ...       ...       

110 

28,926 

... 

... 

48 

20,860 

80 

S4,S7t 

Danish 

1 

87 

••• 

*•• 

^, 

ut 

8 

886 

Datch 

5 

726 

••t 

1 

71 

12 

1,469 

French 

••• 

•*< 

1 

626 

7 

2008 

Gennan  (exdoaiTe  of  Bremen) 

m 

28,088 

... 

t.t 

26 

2.766 

186 

28,469 

Hawaiian        

••• 

••• 

••• 

1 

266 

... 

ItaUan 

..* 

•*• 

••• 

•t« 

10 

6.282 

Kt>rw«fgian      

••• 

... 

••• 

••• 

..« 

«.. 

11 

4,418 

Bnasian 

... 

... 

... 

••• 

t.. 

1 

206 

Spanish 

... 

■ ... ' " 

Si* 

••• 

••• 

••• 

1 

218 

SwediBh 

1 

147 

I 

486 

1 

147 

10 

... 

Totals i 

654 

179,809 

7 

6.682 

289 

149.677 

842 

92,628 

661  Ships,  of  186,492  tons. 

681  shipt ,  of  248^200  tuns. 

Bremen  Ships. — The  number  of  sea-going  German  vessels  registered 
at  fehe  port  of  Bremen  on  the  first  day  of  the  present  3  enr  was  1&7,  and 
their  registered  tonnage  186,060  tons ;  of  this  number  49  were  eteamers 
with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  65^070  tons,  and  188  were  sailing  vessels 
measuring  together  119,5)90  tons  register.  During  the  past  jear^  nine 
Bremen  ships  were  totally  lost,  two  were  condemned,  and  nine  were 
sold  to  foreign  owners  ;  wnilst  during  the  same  period  seventeen  ships 
were  added  to  the  shipping  belonging  to  this  port.  Whilst  the  number 
of  vessels  registered  at  Bremen  has  declined  during  the  last  ten  years 
(in  the  year  18G7  the  same  was  806),  the  aggregate  tonnage  has  risen 
by  about  15  per  cent,  since  the  commencement  of  that  period,  the 
decline  alluded  to  having  been  caused  by  the  decrease  in  the  numbte  of 
sailing  ships,  whilst  the  increase  in  the  aggregate  tonnage  has  been  due 
to  the  annual  addition  of  several  steamers  of  the  largest  class  belonging 
to  the  welUknown  Bremen  ocean  navigation  company,  *'  North  German 
Lloyd.*'    The  financial  condition  of  this  formerly  so  prosperous  company 
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has,  however,  been  very  unfavourablv  affected  during  the  last  two  years 
by  the  considerable  falling  off  m  tne  extent  of  emigration  from  Ger- 
many to  transatlantic  countries,  and  Kkewise  by  the  depression  in  so 
many  branches  of  trade,  so  that  a  number  of  its  large  steauwrt  had  to 
be  Wad  up  in  port  during  the  yev  1875  for  want  of  employment.  It  is 
perbafw  hardly  necessary  for  me  lo  observe,  that,  under  these  circum- 
stances, the  loss  of  their  fine  steamer  "  Dentschhmd,"  in  December  ksi, 
has  been  all  the  more  severely  firft  by  the  North  Germ»ia  Lloyd  Com- 
pany. With  regard  to  the  recent  and  much-talked-of  explosion  at 
Bremerfaaren,  it  may  moreover  be  added,  that  though  the  immediate  <m* 
direct  pecuniary  less  caused  to  the  company  in  question  cannot  faope 
been  great,  the  indirect  effects  of  that  terrible  disaster  will  possibly  be  felt 
by  it  to  a  certain  ertent  during  the  next  few  years  in  a  prejudida^  nuoaaer. 

Other  Wieser  FwU. — ^The  nnmher  of  shipa  registered  at  all  othfr 
ports  of  the  "Weser,  on  the  first  day  of  this  j[ear,  was  176  vessels 
Dekmging  to  OldenUurg^  imd  sixty-five  beloaging  to  QeesteMunde 
(PniMia) ;  so  that,  including  the  ships  owned  at  fifetaen,  the  entire 
number  registered  at  all  Weaer  porta  aiBonoifl  itfe  psesent  to  478  vesaek, 
against  44H  in  January  187^. 

Ligihtu  and  Beacons. — The  only  alteration  of  importance  which  has 
been  made  within  the  last  twelve  months  in  the  Ugnts  on  that  portion 
of  the  Gerttftan  North  Sea  coast  whidi  ts  comprised  in  this  consular 
district  (viz.,  that  between  the  Dutch  frontier  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Weier)  has  been  the  establiahwent  of  a  l^ht-^essel  on  Borkum  reef 
(Island  of  Borkum).  This  vessel  is  moored  in  thirteen  fathoms  of 
water,  in  latitude  5^""  51'  north,  and  longilude  V  26'  east,  and  exhibits 
at  ndght  three  fixed  l%hta,  viz.,  a  ved  one  at  the  mizen  mast,  and  two 
whito  lights  at  the  other  masts,  the  same  being  visible  during  clear 
weid;her  at  a  distance  of  eight  miles ;  during  day-time  two  black  bails 
one  snbatitoted  for  the  two  white  lights^  aikl  a  blaek  pyramid-shaped 
basket  for  the  red  light. 

Certain  changes  of  minor  importance  to  British  shipping,  which  hare 
been  recently  made  in  the  buoyage  of  the  river  Jade,  near  Wilhelms- 
haven,  as  well  as  new  regulations  respecting  the  warning-signals  given 
to  ships  from  the  Outer- Jade  lightship  No.  1,  need  not  be  detailed 
here,  particularly  as  the  same  have  oeen  already  reported  by  w» 
through  ot^r  channels  in  the  coarse  of  last  summer. 

With  felerenoe  to  tte  suhjeet  of  maritime  signals,  it  should  be  here 
mentioned,  that  aroongRt  Bremen  and  Hamburg  shipowners  and  others 
connected  with  the  navigation  of  this  paxt  of  the  Xorth  Sca»  the  speedy 
erection  of  an  eflPective  fog-signal  apparatus  upon  the  Island  of  Heligo- 
land is  considered  to  be  earnestly  called  for,  in  view  of  the  &ei  that 
nearly  all  cases  of  stranding  of  ships  npoa  Heligoland  Sands  have 
ocewrred  in  fb^y  weather.  In  order  to  prevent  the  frequent  recnrrcnce 
of  siteh  casualties,  the  establi^meBt  of  a  fog  steam-whistle,  for  warning 
ships,  is  recommendied  to  the  favourable  consideration  of  the  British 
au^orities. 

Oernumie  Iloyd. — This  German  Society  for  the  ckssification  of 
seagoing  ships  of  all  nations,  which  was  founded  about  ten  years  ago, 
and  eentiaues  gradually  but  slowly  to  gain  ground  amongst  the  ^ip- 
owners  of  this  country,  held  its  customary  annual  meeting  at  Beriia 
last  autumn,  under  the  presidency  of  one  of  the  first  Bremen  merchants* 
The  report  which  was  laid  before  this  meeting,  and  which  offers  a 
detailed  review  of  the  affairs  and  labours  of  the  **  Germanic  Lloyd " 
disring  the  three  years  1872  to  1874,  notices,  amongst  oiher  matters, 
tha*  corporate  rights  have  latdy  been  granted  to  the  socie<^  in  Pruwia ; 
that  the  extent  of  bosifiesa,  and  consequently  also  the  popularity  of  the 
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society  lias  ezperienoed  a  considerable  increase  daring  the  period  u:i  Jer 
renew ;  that  there  were  last  year  already  150  stations  established  in 
different  parts  of  the  world,  for  the  dassifioation  of  ships,  by  the 
society's  surveyors ;  and»  that  the  annual  published  register  of  the 
'*  Germanic  Lloyd  **  now  contains  full  information  respecting  the  greater 
proportion  of  all  sea-going  ships  belonging  to  the  German  mercantile 
naTj. 

Nautical  Society. — Amongst  a  large  number  of  resolutions  passed  at 
last  year's  general  meeting  of  the  "  German  Nautical  Society,"  which 
is  formed  by  the  union  of  the  nautical  societies  established  at  Bremen 
and  most  of  the  other  seaports  of  Germany,  and  which  was  hdd  at 
Berlin  in  February,  the  following  five,  referring  to  subjects  of  general 
interest  may  here  be  mentioned.  1.  A  resolution  urging  German 
shipowners,  on  engaging  ships'  crews,  to  ship  a  certain  number  of 
apprentices  for  sea  service,  that  is  to  say,  in  sailing  vessels  measaring 
from  100  to  200  tons  register,  one  apprentice ;  in  vessels  of  201  aJKi 
not  exceeding  600  tons,  two;  and  in  ships  of  a  tonnage  exceeding 
60Q  tons,  th^  apprentices ;  in  steamers  of  100  to  200  tons  register, 
one  apprentice ;  and,  if  exceeding  600  tons,  two  apprentices.  2.  A 
resolution  recommending  the  BerHn  Statistical  Department  to  publish 
in  future  full  annual  statistical  accounts  of  all  matters  relating  to 
merdiant  shipping.  3.  A  resolution  appointing  a  committee  to  consider 
the  much- debated  question  as  to  the  advisabiUty  of  establishing  trsining* 
ships  for  the  mercantile  navy  of  Germany.  4.  A  resolution  advocating 
a  revision  of  the  present  rules  regarding  the  examinations  of  mates  and 
seamen.  5.  A  resoultion  strongly  recommending  the  introduction  of  a 
imiform  international  system  of  night-signals,  as  also  of  fixed  inters 
national  terms  to  be  employed  in  steering  orders  on  board  ships. 

German  Lifehoat  Inttitutton. — A  general  meeting  of  delegates  frost 
the  various  district  societies  forming  this  humane  institution  (which 
goes  by  the  name  of  "  The  German  Society  for  Saving  Shipwrecked 
Persons  ")  took  place  at  Bremen,  the  seat  <n  the  society,  in  May  last. 
The  report  laid  ocfore  this  meeting  sets  forth  the  present  favourable 
condition  of  the  finances,  and  the  continued  satisfactory  results  attained 
by  the  labours  of  the  many  district  societies,  as  well  as  by  the  different 
kinds  of  life-saving  apparatus  supplied  to  the  stations  of  the  society  in 
most  parts  of  the  German  sea  coasts.  It  fnrther  points  out  that  the 
present  national  centralization  is  having  a  most  beneficial  effect  upon 
the  prosperity  of  the  undertaking,  and  consequently  upon  the  develop- 
ment of  the  system  of  life-boat  and  rocket  stations  which  is  being 
extended  to  all  parts  of  the  coasts  where  it  appears  to  be  most  urgently 
required.  The  meeting  decided  upon  establishing  four  new  stations, 
and  upon  furnishing  further  apparatus  for  rescuing  persons  from  wrecks 
to  seven  other  stations,  and  passed  a  resolution  strongly  recommending 
the  German  authorities  to  introduce  obligatory  swimming-lessons  in  the 
imperial  navy.  With  regard  to  the  proposed  law,  compelling  all 
Gkrman  ships  to  be  supplied  with  an  adequate  number  of  Irfe-bdts,  the 
meeting  expressed  as  its  opinion  that  it  would  be  premature  to  issue 
sudi  a  Taw  until  satisfactory  improvemenis  shall  have  been  made  in  the 
construction  of  life-belts. 

Oerman  Naval  Courts. — The  establishment  of  German  Naval  Courte 
for  inquiring  into  the  causes  of  casualties  amongst  German  shipping, 
has  long  been  considered  desirable  by  a  good  many  persons  in  this 
country,  and  the  wish  has  lately  received  a  fresh  impulse  through  the 
circumstances  attending  the  recent  disastrous  losses  of  two  of  the 
largest  German  passenger  steamers  (the  ^  Schiller,"  of  Hamburg,  and  the 
'*  iJeutschland,"  of  Bremen)  which,  as  may  be  remembered,  took  place 
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last  ^  ear  in  fcbe  yicinitj  of  the  British  coasts.  It  will  probably  be  likewise 
remembered  that  on  the  occasion  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  loss 
of  the  "  Deatscbland  "  being  brought  before  the  German  Parliament 
in  December  last,  the  speedy  introduction  of  such  courts  for  inquiring 
into  the  losses  of  Gkrman  vessels,  was  urged  with  considerable  emphasis 
upon  the  attention  of  the  German  Government.  According  to  reliable 
accounts  published  in  the  public  newspapers  it  now  appears  that  the 
subject  hais  for  some  time  already  been  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Berlin  authorities,  and  that  the  latter  has  called  upon  the  governments 
of  the  several  German  sea-bordering  states  to  state  their  views  as  to 
the  advisability  of  establishing  such  courts  in  this  country,  and 
organizing  the  same  in  the  same  manner  as  the  British  courts  of 
inquiry  wnich  are  held  by  direction  of  our  Board  of  Trade.  Owing  to 
unexplained  reasons,  the  answers  of  the  governments  in  question  have 
only  just  now  been  sent  in.  It  is,  however,  to  be  presumed  that  thev 
are  favourable  to  the  introduction  of  the  proposed  measure,  inasmuch 
as  a  conference  of  delegates  from  the  North  German  States  (viz., 
Prussia,  Mecklenburg,  Liibeck,  Hamburg,  Bremen,  and  Oldenburg)  has 
been  appointed  to  meet  at  Berlin  during  the  next  few  weeks,  in  order 
to  consider  the  matter  in  all  its  bearings,  and  to  draw  up  a  report  upon 
the  same  for  the  information  of  the  German  Federal  Council. 

Oerman  Marvtime  Ohservatopu. — ^This  institution,  the  more  par- 
ticular objects  and  organization  of  which  were  noticed  at  length  in  my 
report  on  trade  for  1874,  was  opened  at  Hamburg  a  few  months  ago  in 
conjunction  with  the  various  sub-stations  established  at  Bremerhaven, 
and  at  all  other  German  seaports  of  consequence.  Amongst  the  first 
outward  signs  of  the  activity  of  the  Observatory,  shoiUd  here  be 
mentioned  the  daily  publication  (through  the  newspapers)  of  meteoro- 
logical observations,  made  at  different  points  of  the  coasts  of  Northern 
Europe,  viz.,  between  Yalentia  (in  Ireland),  and  Haparanda  (Gulf  of 
Bothnia). 

British  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1875. — The  more  important  provisions 
laid  down  by  this  Act  have  naturally  excited  considerable  attention 
amongst  all  classes  of  people  in  this  country  who  are  interested  in 
shipping  matters,  the  comments  which  have  been,  and  still  continue  to 
bo  made  thereon,  and  particularly  upon  the  question  of  introducing 
similar  laws  for  German  ships,  being  of  a  much  varied  character. 
Although  there  are  doubtless  not  a  few  persons  who  are  in  favour  of 
the  German  authorities  adopting  similar  rules,  and  the  principle  which 
chiefly  led  to  their  being  framed  and  passed  by  the  British  Legislature, 
viz.,  the  necessity  oi'  protecting  by  all  legal  means  available  the  lives 
and  interests  of  seamen,  is  of  course  acknowledged  on  all  sides  to  be 
deserving  of  the  fullest  attention  of  governments,  as  well  as  of  the 

{>ublic  at  large,  the  majority  of  opinions  (amongst  shipowners  and 
ikewise  amongst  other  classes  cunnected  with  navigation  and  com- 
merce) in  this  part  of  Germany  would  appear  to  be  opposed  to  the  idea 
of  the  Government  itself  taking  up  the  subject,  with  intention  to 
legislate  thereon  in  a  similar  manner. 

Amongst  the  reasons  brought  forward  against  the  advisability  of 
introducing  into  this  country  more  especially  those  provisions  of  the 
British  act  which  relate  to  the  loading  and  stowage  oi  grain  cargoes  is, 
first  of  all  the  fact  (stated  to  be  based  upon  omcial  statistics),  that 
hitherto  the  annual  percentage  of  casualties  amongst  German  grain- 
laden  vessels  has  been  small  compared  with  the  aggregate  number  of 
shipping  casualties  to  German  vessels ;  and  that  even  as  regards  the 
particumr  class^of  casualties  first  mentioned,  there  is  no  evidence  of  the 
same  having  been   caused  solely  or  in  any  considerable  proportion 
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through  improper  loading  or  stowage  of  the  cargoes.  It  is  further 
pointed  out  that,  supposing  the  rules  laid  down  by  section  3  (grain- 
cargoes)  of  the  British  Act  were  to  be  made  compulsory  for  all  G^erman 
ships  indiscriminately,  that  is  to  say,  without  regard  to  their  size,  or  to 
the  length  of  their  intended  voyage,  a  quite  unnecessary  and  therefore 
unfair  measure  would  at  all  events  have  to  be  imposed  on  vessels  of 
smaller  size,  and  upon  ships  employed  on  short  voyages.  That,  more- 
over, the  well-known  fact  of  the  material  mostly  used  for  grain  sacks 
being  of  very  inferior  description  (so  that  in  innumerable  instances  the 
sacks  are  known  to  have  burst  soon  after  commencement  of  the  voyage) 
would  render  the  utility  of  such  regulations  in  many  cases  quite 
illusory ;  whilst  it  is  therefore  considered  that  one  of  the  chief  aims,  viz.^ 
the  reduction  of  the  annual  number  of  casualties  particularly  amongst 
grain-laden  ships  would  to  all  probability  not  be  attained  by  intro- 
ducing such  rules  for  Gherman  vessels,  it  is  added,  that  such  a  measure 
would,  on  the  contrary,  have  the  effect  of  prejudicing  the  development 
of  the  German  merchant  navy,  and  that  consequent^  the  proposal  to 
call  upon  the  Government  itself  to  pass  compulsory  enactments  for 
regulating  the  loading  of  ships  and  the  stowage  of  cargoes  in  the 
manner  referred  to,  should  be  deprecated. 

It  is  the  well-considered  opinion  of  many  competent  persons  here 
that  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  casualties  amongst  ships  in  general 
(and  likewise,  therefore,  amongst}  grain-laden  vessels)  are  far  more 
frequently  caused  through  cases  of  negligence  or  inefficiency  of  the 
ships'  officers  and  crews,  than  through  other  circumstances,  for  instance 
through  improper  loading  or  stowage  of  the  cargo ;  that  the  prevalent 
scarcity  of  efficient  men  moreover  is  owing  to  the  rapid  ffrowth  during 
late  years  of  the  mercantile  navies  of  most  countries,  which  has  been 
out  of  all  proportion  to  the  simultaneous  increase  in  the  supply  of  good 
sailors ;  and  that  it  is  a  well-known  tact  that  ships  are  now  only  too 
frequently  half -manned,  or  manned  with  crews  who  (setting  aside  other 
short-comings)  have  hardly  any  knowledge  whatever  of  seamanship,  and, 
coming  on  board  at  the  very  last  moment  before  the  vessel's  departure, 
still  less  knowledge  of  the  ship  in  which  they  are  about  to  proceed 
to  sea. 

In  so  far  therefore  as  the  majority  of  opinions  in  this  part  of 
Germany  is  concerned,  it  would  appear  that  remedies  by  means  of 
legislative  or  other  measures  are  desired  rather  for  improving  the 
efficiency  of  the  seamen,  than  for  regulating  the  loading  of  ships  and 
the  stowage  of  their  cargoes. 

Emigraiioni — Though  I  am  unable  at  present  for  want  of  the  proper 
statistics,  to  give  a  more  detailed  statement  regarding  emigration  from 
Bremen  during  1875  a  few  figures,  offering  general  information  with 
respect  to  the  aggregate  emigration  from  the  three  chief  sea-ports  of 
Germany  during  last  year,  compared  with  1871  and  1874,  may  be  here 
subjoined,  viz. : — 


Aggregate  Dumber  of  emigrants  from  Bremen, 
Hunborg,  and  Stettin 


1871. 


184,191 


1874. 


76,602 


1876. 


66,289 


The  numbers  for  each  port  in  1876  were  as  follows  :- 
[8981 
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Forwarded  direct. 

Forwarded  Ti&  England. 

Bremen          

Hambnig       

StetUn           

24,199 
21,988 

9,872 
280 

Of  the  emigrants  vifi,  Bremen :— 17,536  sailed  for  New  York ;  5,726 
sailed  for  Baltimore ;  and  938  sailed  for  New  Orleans  and  Havannab. 

It  is  stated  that  the  number  of  persons  who  returned  in  1875  to 
Oermany  from  transadautic  countries  amounted  to  22,081,  of  which 
12,938  arrived  at  Bremen,  and  9,143  at  Hamburg. 

n.  TbADE  AlH)  GOMMVBCE. 

The  statistical  accounts  of  the  extent  of  last  year's  basineBS  in  the 
staple  articles  of  import  and  export  at  Bremen  (full  statistics  referring 
to  1876  are  not  yet  obtainable)  which  are  subjoined,  will  ahow  that, 
excepting  the  three  articles,  petrolenm,  wool,  and  cotifee,  a  filling  off  is 
perceptible  in  the  figures  relating  to  the  last  twelve  months,  as  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  three  years.  It  will  further  be  gathered  firom 
the  more  particular  statements  which  are  intended  to  offer  a  g^iaiml 
review  of  the  course  and  extent  of  trade  in  eaeh  of  those  artidas  kut 
mentioned,  that  transactions  therein  wore  attended  with  £ur  profits  for 
the  Bremen  importers,  whilst  business  in  otlier  important  staple  goods, 
viz.,  in  tobacco,  cotton,  rice,  sugar,  and  mo«t  fiasi-lndian  and  OhineBe 
articles  was  quite  unsatisfactory. 

The  continued  depressed  state  of  most  branches  of  indostry  both  in 
Germany  and  elsewhere  was  of  course  the  cliief  cause  which  led  to 
such  an  unsatisfactory  trade  in  nearly  all  kinda  of  raw  materiala  again 
dnring  the  year  1875 ;  a  general  want  of  demand  for  these,  and  most 
other  articles  of  business,  accomnanied  by  a  considerable  fall  in  funoes, 
necessarily  rendered  commercial  undertakings  unprofitable,  and,  in 
many  instances,  even  ruinous. 

A  short  statistical  review  of  the  extent,  nature,  and  direction  of  the 
trade  of  this  port  (including  Bremerhaven)  during  late  years  may 
precede  the  more  particular  accounts  of  the  trade  of  the  year  1876. 
The  figures  contained  in  the  two  following  tables  will  show  that, 
though  the  aggregate  weight  both  of  the  imports  and  exports  continDed 
to  rise  in  the  year  1874,  as  compared  with  previous  periods,  a  decline 
in  the  aggregate  value  of  trade  at  this  port  began  to  manifest  itaelf  in 
that  year,  and  has  to  all  probability  becoi  followed  by  a  further  dedine 
in  1876:— 


I.  Agobegate  Value  and  Weight  of  Imports. 

Years. 

Gross  Weight. 

Value. 

1862  to  1868,  aamud  sveracge  .. 
18aetol871       „         „       .. 

1872       

1878       

1874       

1876        

Centnen  of  50  kilos. 
14,948,220 
19,695,808 
26,188,189 
80,287,768 
80,775,460 
*  • 

£ 
12,094,596 
17,506,806 
24,564,218 
26,270,481 
24,697,424 
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IT.  Agobeoatb  Value  and  Weight  of  Exports. 
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Years, 

Groes  Weight. 

Value. 

Centners  of  50  kilos. 

£ 

1862  to  1866,  annual  average  . . 

7,120,221 

10,998,782 

1866  to  1871        „          „        .. 

10,662,746 

16,869,261 

1872        

18,778,803 

28,825.158 

1878        

15,961,648 

24,837,817 

1874        

16,217,501 

22,881,277 

1875       

•• 

•• 

The  general  character  of  the  articles  compriBed  respectively  in  the 
imports  and  exports  at  Bremen,  in  so  far  as  regarded  the  years  1873 
and  1874,  will  be  gathered  by  reference  to  the  two  next  tables,  viz. : — 

I.  Impobts  to  Bremen. 


Aiikla»<^  consumption  . . 
Baw  materials 
Partly  manu&ctnred  goods 
Mannfactares  (chiefly  textile) 
An  other  industrial  productions 
Bullion       

Total 

Or 


Value. 


1878. 

1874. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

175,726,881 

170,481,206 

186,445,867 

181,967,174 

40,264,095 

84,120,605 

69,870,952 

62,880,701 

58,027,214 

48,916,865 

829,716 

681,845 

580,668,724 

498,356,121 

26,270,481/. 

24,697,424/. 

II.  Exports  from  Bremen. 


Articles  of  consumption  . . 

Baw  materials       

Partly  manuflMtured  goods 
Manufactures  (chiefly  textile)      •  • 
AH  oilier  industrial  productions .  • 
Ballion 

Total  

Or 


Value. 


1878. 


Marks. 

176,542,248 

176,157,051 

87,488,119 

61,090,108 

50,848.198 

188,080 


501,718,799 
24,837,817/. 


1874. 


Marks. 

157,965,774 

166,688,972 

81,486,167 

54,513,490 

41,867,117 

70,288 


451,091,808 
22,881,277/. 


On  comparing  the  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  during  the 
two  years  1878  and  1874  with  their  respective  weight,  the  average 
price  per  centner  in  each  category  of  goods  ahovo  referred  to  may  be 
-calculated ;  and  the  difference  in  these  average  prices  during  the  two 
years  in  question  will  then  appear  to  have  been  as  follows : — 

V  2 
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Average  Price  per  Centner  in  the  Tear* 

• 

1878. 

1874. 

• 

Articles  of  consumptien 

Raw  materials       

Partly  manufactured  goods 

Manufactures        

Other  industrial  productions 

Marks. 

23-49 

8-78 

117 -55 

895 -70 

57  18 

Marks. 

22-49 

8-85 

120-67 

894-46 

50-72 

The  participation  of  the  various  countries  of  the  world  in  the  import 
and  export  trade  of  Bremen  during  each  of  the  years  1873  and  1874^ 
will  appear  from  the  next  following  table : — 


Coonkrfes. 

Value  of  Imports  to  Bremen. 

Value  of  Exports  Arom  Bremen, 

1878.* 

1874. 

1878. 

1874. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

Great  Britain 

84,778,884 

77,744,919 

21,250,888 

21,207,481 

Oerman  dutoms-Union 

147,221,705 

187,145,874 

258,671,877 

281,167,422 

Hambungli 

18,947,165 

15,688,828 

16,083,618 

14,461,768 

Austria 

8,820,481 

8,424,444 

48,108,047 

87,006,657 

Switicrland     

4,838,179 

2,794,564 

12,887,584 

10,707,441 

Bossia 

9,722,216 

10,721,010 

17,758,181 

^*ii*^ 

Sweden 

1,190,160 

697,674 

6,589,869 

6,880,664 

Norway 

2,290,471 

1,666,870 

4,559,419 

8,957.995 

Denmark         

70,782 

42,707 

2,818,695 

2,246,788 

Heligoland      

25,788 

25,512 

5,972 

Ji^^l 

Nefefaertandt    ...       .»       ... 

4,700,890 

5,993,958 

6,197,816 

4,786,446 

Belgium          

2,899,890 

2.984,904 

4,114,358 

2,695,460 

France 

4,607,202 

4;764,«28 

1,050,126 

324,696 

Spain  and  Portugal 

2,802,762 

2,279,064 

822,145 

947,889 

Italy      

1,063.206 

782,916 

76,269 

180,592 

Greece 

767,876 

895,340 

... 

4,886 

Turkey  (in  Europe) 

887,876 

189,289 

179,586 

91,^ 

Britisti  Nortti  America 

... 

... 

531,008 

Uniied  States  of  America    . . . 

158,959.099 

146,629,373 

90,365,329 

80,201,200 

Mexico 

2,893,756 

1,585,200 

1,109,002 

1.242,804 

Central  America        

1,882,864 

8,055,944 

545,851 

224,685 

United  States  of  Columbia  ... 

12,854.877 

12,l»3,f»27 

984,417 

809,899 

Braril 

14,105,982 

14.128,219 

289,884 

3S*^ 

Other  parts  of  South  America 

4,035,887 

4,616,439 

8,081,620 

1,665,268 

West  Indies     

17,888,577 

11,904,268 

8,130,084 

2,841,667 

Cape  Colony 

8,180,585 

3,688,562 

28,728 

19,888 

Other  parts  of  Africa 

741,893 

1,124,161 

459,851 

600,795 

British  India 

27,519,207 

24,270,622 

160,002 

348,104 

Other  parts  of  Asia    

904,117 

2,047,825 

415,493 

502,299 

Australia         

2,068,704 

1,52.%989 

103,661 

171,995 

Sandwich  Islands      

159,289 

84,216 

657,315 

778,427 

Equipment  of  Ships 

... 

6,606,752 

5,962,401 

Total         

580,663,724 

498,887,966 

601,713,799 

461,091,808 

Though,  as  previously  observed,  it  is  unfortunately  not  possible  at 
present  to  furnish  statistics  of  the  aggregate  trade  during  1875,  the 
two  next  tables,  which  refer  merely  to  the  most  important  staple 
articles  of  business  at  Bremen,  will  tend  to  show  the  comparative 
increase  or  decline  which  took  place  in  the  importations  and  exporta- 
tions  of  those  goods  during  the  last  twelve  months,  as  well  as  in  the 
three  preceding  years  1872  to  1874.  It  should  however  be  further 
observed,  that,  inasmuch  as  these  statements  take  account  only  of  the 

?uantitie8,  and  not  of  the  value  of  the  respective  imports  and  exports 
which  latter  is  not  yet  ascertainable),  even  these  figures  offer  but  a 
very  incomplete  idea  of  the  actual  and  comparative  extent  of  last  year's 
trade  in  the  articles  enumerated. 
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I.  IicPOBTATioKS  of  Staple  Articles  at  Bremen. 


Articles. 


Cotton       ...       .^       ... 

CoflSee        

Oyattofb,  Tis.~ 

Logwood 

Fostic     

Bedwood 

Qoerdtron  bark 

BMin         ^ 

Bioe  

Petroleum 

Tobacco,  vix.— 

W.  Indian  and  8.  American . 

K.  American 

Stems     

Train  oil 


Befined  .. 
Grain,  rix.- 
Baney    .. 
Oats 

Wheat    .. 


Kilos. 


Tonnen  of  1,000 
kilos. 


1872. 


80,478,168 
8,404,996 

802,998 

598,963 

2,886,808 

780,972 

6,907,485 

61,776,510 

57,626,169 

17,694,588 

80,452,608 

4,795,884 

505,674 

1,985,124 
2,071,604 

8,428 

9,968 

41,795 

1,668 


1878. 


48,264,278 
8,927,540 

561,241 

765,824 

124,788 

694,882 

6,775,957 

88,607,692 

102,880,650 

21,096,925 

27,877,848 

5,066,768 

488,  l«8 

8,458,784 
1,928,984 

5,798 

6,894 

68,859 

1,684 


1874. 


50,520,156 
6,789,450 

491,770 

864,082 

408,250 

446,782 

5,441,092 

91,085,909 

120,720,035 

23,157,750 

27,466,886 

10,829,888 

425,687 

6,087,658 
1,858,858 

5,846 

7,769 

67,882 

7,285 


1876. 


89,279,887 
8,101,019 

482,898 

247,570 

217,968 

1,171,444 

4,179,076 

78,864,666 

141,628,266 

21,988,090 

10,714,967 

4,741,497 

888,047 

7,289,802 
1,837,968 

2,786 
7,916 
47,111 
2,251 


II.  ExpoBTATiONB  of  Staple  Articles  at  Bremen. 


Articles. 

Kilos 

1872. 

1878. 

1874.' 

1875. 

Cotton       

28,967,971 

47,720,504 

49,654,328 

41.981,612 

Coffee        « 

Djcstoffs,  riz.— 

»»       

6,992,392 

7,747,479 

6,036,464 

6,691,420 

\^«^W)d 

„        

344,189 

599,677 

1,298,822 

474,531 

KuiUc     

„        ...       ... 

892,226 

571,790 

428,961 

261,178 

Bedwood 

»»        

880,940 

264,853 

1,414,687 

219,807 

Qoerdlron  bark         

II        

912,494 

630,648 

518,422 

964,092 

Besin         

•  »•       

5,876,760 

3,662,212 

2,617,462 

3,659,778 

59,377,052 

88,435.530 

101,391,187 

140,962,666 

Rice           

i»        

58,566,474 

70,475,532 

65,020,948 

69,905,904 

Tobacco,  viz.— 

W.  Indian  and  S.  American  ... 

,, 

28,054,726 

13,486,090 

17,736,986 

19,211,075 

v.  American    

11        • 

27,62'i,A6l 

26,741,213 

24,359,020 

17,861,438 

Stems     

II       •"        ••• 

6,709.413 

5,600,751 

5,570,428 

4.709,818 

Train  oil     

II        

804,735 

448,301 

318,214 

881,994 

*-£;- 

11        

167,236 

851,572 

2,772,642 

4,908,202 

Befinod  

„        

2,841,897 

2,267,125 

2,151,121 

1,722,157 

Com,  ▼ix.— 

Tonnen  of  1,000 

Barley 

kilos. 

705 

1,994 

3,231 

],29G 

Oata        

II          II 

4,614 

1,150 

2,128 

2,415 

Wheat    ...       ...       ..."       ... 

II          II 

88,754 

39,262 

58,028 

27,326 

_    »i          II 

1,741 

1,362 

6,103 

1,177 

Cigars        

Tliousandi      ... 

71,891 

62,799 

47,058 

86,881 

More  particnlar  information  regarding  the  extent  and  course  of  the 
transactions  during  the  year  1875  in  the  above  enumerated  staple 
articles  of  trade  at  Bremen  (to  which  are  added  some  remarks  on  cer- 
tain other  articles)^  may  be  obtained  from  the  following  abstract, 
wh. : — 

Tobacco. — ^Business  at  Bremen  during  the  past  twelve  months  in 
North  American  (viz.,  Bay,  Ohio,  Maryland,  Virgiuia,  and  Kentucky) 
tobacco  and  in  stems  was  far  less  extensive  than  in  former  years. 
Whereas,  during  the  precedinir  decade,  the  average  annual  importations 
and  sales  amounted  to  about  85,000  barrels  in  the  a£;gregate,  the  figure 
attained  in  1875  was  hardly  16,000  barrels.  The  failure  of  the  crop  of 
1874,  together  with  the  unfavourable  state  of  trade  in  genera),  wore  the 
causes  which  led  U}  this  outfall.  Prices  of  all  North  American  sorts  of 
tobacco  maintained  themselves  very  high  until  the  middle  of  October; 
after  that  time,  however,  a  gradual  decline  took  place  in  all  quotations 
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until  the  end  of  the  year,  ia  coasequence  of  the  certaintj  of  a  fair 
harvest  becoming  morn  and  more  evident^  With  vegavd  to  other 
sort*  (viz.,  Havannah,  Cuba,  Domingo,  Seedleaf,  Portorico,  Varinas, 
Columbia,  Braii),  and  Florida  tobacco),  a  retrospect  of  last  year's  trade 
shows  that  the  course  of  business  was  normal  and  steady ;  but  that  the 
Quantities  of  most  sorts  imported  and  sold  here  considerably  smaller 
than  in  the  year  187:1;.  The  following  table  contains  an  account  of  the 
importations  and  sales  of  the  different  sorts  of  tobacco  in  this  market 
in  1875,  as  compared  with  the  previous  twelve  months : — 


1874. 

1876. 

Tobaoep. 

Sales, 

SiOes, 

Importa- 
tions. 

including 

Stock  in 

hand. 

Importa- 

ineloding 

Stock  ia 

hand. 

SS,:::    :::    :::    ::: 

Barrels     

596 

684 

171 

169 

„          •••       ••• 

6,515 

6,334 

1,198 

1,247 

Scruba         

II          

1,161 

1,151 

1,000 

880 

Maryland- 

II          

10,005 

9.890 

4,367 

4,006 

Virginia      

»i          

7,887 

7,387 

2,054 

2,447 

Kentocky    

II          

10,962 

14,209 

4,426 

4,407 

Stems          

II          

16,014 

12,006 

5,567 

6,716 

Havannah 

Seronee    

39,107 

31,906 

13,497 

15,262 

Caba  and  Jara      

„         

10,160 

]0,;89 

2,618 

2,618 

Domingo      

•1          

90,488 

65,542 

77,004 

67,479 

Seedleaf      •••       .,. 

Cheete      ... 

59,706 

46,328 

15,161 

22,728 

Portorioo     

Bales        

6,074 

4,474 

2,763 

8,641 

Eemeralda 

,,            ...       ... 

2,204 

2,007 

1,880 

1,924 

Vailnae       

Leaves  and  rolls ... 

10,562 

5764 

2,108 

8,167 

ColninMa     

Serones  and  bales 

107,011 

97,961 

99,156 

82,468 

Brasfl          

II            11 

166,067 

122,317 

95,094 

93,178 

Florida        

Chests      

121 

121 

36 

28 

Java 

Bales        

8,179 

1,145 

4,146 

8,640 

Manilla       

jj           , 

480 

880 

1,628 

928- 

Mexican      

562 

882 

96 

126 

Turkiah       

5,057 

8,945 

6,284 

8,046 

Other  Borte 

"            

7,064 

1,827 

2,991 

6,691 

Cotton, — The  year  having  opened  under  rather  favourable  auspices,, 
both  with  re|;ard  to  the  state  of  prices  as  also  to  the  quantities  of 
cotton  remaining  on  hand  from  the  preceding  twelve  months,  a  lucra- 
tive business  was  at  first  looked  forward  to  as  certain.  As  it  however 
became  gradually  apparent  that  Bremen  importers  were  disinclined  to 
enter  to  any  great  extent  upon  fresh  transactions,  and  no  improvement 
took  place  in  their  unfavourable  views  throughout  the  remaining  por- 
tion of  the  year,  it  is  not  surprisinfi;  to  find  that  as  regards  North 
American  sorts,  importations  were  m  less  extensive  than  in  1874. 
"With  respect  to  East  Indian  and  South  American  cotton,  the  general 
results  of  business  were  more  satisfactory,  and  the  difference  l^tween 
the  importations  and  sales  in  each  of  the  last  tvro  years  was  respectively 
but  slight.  Prices  of  all  sorts  in  1875  were  subject  to  frequent  and 
considerable  fluctuations. 


1874. 

1876. 

Coitoo. 

Stock  on 
Jaaoarj  Isl. 

Importa* 

Sales. 

Stock  on 
Jamnrjlsk. 

Importa- 

Sales. 

North  American 

Wert  Indian      

Sonth  American 

East  Indian       

Bales. 
11,067 

*n6 

12,416 

Bales. 

206,642 

116 

6,8S6 

39,687 

Bales. 

217,600 

115 

6,442 

52,122 

Bales. 
17,266 

**404 
7,668 

Bales. 
161,002 

6,'465 
88,862 

Bales. 
160,284 

4;'2«a 

86»592 

I  may  perhaps  take  this  opportunity  of  calling  attention  to  tho 
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fact  thut,  whibt  on  ihe  one  hand  (excepting  the  two  last  years  of 
eztmordiiMuy  oonuneroial  depreMion)'  the  aggregate  importatioaa  of 
raw  cotton  to  this  and  other  GernoaD  ports  haye  been  annually  increaa* 
ing,  the  pereentage  of  foreign  eotton  yarns  supplied  for  the  use  of 
Gennan  pece  goods  manufactories  appears  to  be  diminishing  from 
year  to  year,  thus  affording  an  eyident  proof  of  the  deyelopmcnt  of 
German  eotton  manufacturing  indastiy.  The  following  figures  (ex- 
tnteted  from  oftcial  statistics)  will  show  that  in  the  year  1873  the 
importations  to  Germanjr  ot  foreign  cotton  yams  omountod  to  obIt 
15'9  per  cent,  of  the  entire  amount  required  by  German  weayers ;  1 
may  howerer  add  that  of  the  aggregate  importations  of  foreign  yams 
in  the  year  mentioned,  90  per  cent,  were  of  British  origin. 


Tear. 

Contmnption  of 
Baw  Cotton 
taOermaoy. 

Prodnctionof 

German 
Cotton  Taras. 

Forelcn 
Cotton  Tama. 

of  Yams    re- 
qolredbj  Ger- 
man Weftveta. 

Percentage 

of 

Foreign  Tarns 

ftuppliad. 

:   :   :   :   : 
:  :   :  t  c 

lllii 

Centaen. 

829,000 
1,193,000 
1,336,100 
2,314,300 
2,412,7C0 

Oeotnen. 
663,200 
954,400 
1,068,400 
1,876,400 
1,930,100 

nmt 

Centnert. 
824,600 
1,208,600 
1,381,600 
2,332,300 
2,866,600 

Centners. 
19*6  per  cent. 

22-6       ., 

16-9      ^ 

Wool. — ^The  extent  of  the  importations  and  sales  of  the  yariouB 
kinds  of  colonial  wools  during  each  of  the  two  last  years  at  this  port 
was  respectively  as  follows,  viz. : — 


1874. 

1876. 

Wools. 

Sales, 

Sal6% 

ImportaUons. 

including 
old  stock. 

Importations. 

including 
old  stock. 

BaOes. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Cape,  snow  white 

7,948 

8,828 

9,400 

8,818 

„    fleeces 

8,038 

8,274 

8,184 

2,961 

„    grease 

148 

148 

207 

20T 

RiTorPUte 

8,460 

3,466 

2,894 

2,899 

Honolulu 

860 

860 

990 

990 

Melbourne 

1,721 

1,412 

19 

-828 

Sidney 

1,051 

628 

, , 

428 

Other  sorts 

195 

241 

1,946 

1,946 

Total 

18,411 

18,881 

18,689 

18,66& 

In  transit  fr«m  England . . 

14,280 

•• 

26,721 

•  • 

Considering  the  generally  adyerse  state  of  trade  during  the  past 
yiear,  Imsiness  in  wool  may  upon  the  whole  he  said  te  haye  been  com* 
paratiyely  satisfactory  at  Bremen.  It  is  true  that  the  quantities 
imported  and  sold  here  in  1875  were  not  of  greater  extent  than  during 
the  preceding  twelye  months,  and  that  the  only  sorts  shewing  a  markeo 
increase  in  the  importations  wc re  Cape  wools;  but  there  was,  at  all 
6W«te,  no  lack  of  enterprising  spirit  amongsr  Bremen  importers,  md 
the  only  reason  for  the  arrivals  not  haviug  been  more  extensiye  was 
doubtless  the  temimmry  unfavovrable  et^ate  of  prices,  particularly  of 
£ivcr  Plate  and  Australiau  sorts.    It  should  be  obseryed,  that  the 
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interests  of  German  wool  manufactarers  during  the  past  year  were 
severely  prejudiced  by  the  high  quotations  for  the  raw  material,  and 
likewise  by  the  inconsiderable  demand  for  their  goods  in  foreign  coun- 
tries ;  but,  that  at  the  same  time  the  fact,  viz.,  that  under  such  circum- 
stances last  year's  importations  of  wool  to  Bremen  and  other  parts  of 
Germany  continued  undiminished  in  extent,  must  be  considered  as  an 
evident  proof  of  the  comparatively  healthv  condition  of  the  German 
wool  industry  which  of  course  is  the  chief  consumer  of  the  raw 
article. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Germany  in  sheep's  wool  has  been  steadily 
increasing  durinir  the  course  of  the  last  twenty  years;  the  growing 
consumption  of  foreign  wools  in  this  country  during  the  period  raen- 
tioDed  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  6gures : — 


Annual  Average  in— 

Importations 

of  Wool  to 

German 

Customs-Union. 

Exportations 
of  Wool  from 

Oerman 
Customs-Unions. 

ExcesBof 
Imports. 

1851  to  1855 
1856      1860 
1861      1866 
1866      1870 
1871      1874 

In  the  year— 

1871          

1872          

1878          , 

1874          

Centners. 
282,426 
346,873 
498,869 
869,894 

1,170,761 

1,258,653 
1,142.181 
1,110,084 
1,172,176 

Centners. 

101,143 

106,349 

143.330 

383,463 

420,678 

610,050 
374,059 
249,455 
449,148 

Centners. 

131,283 

240,024 

350,839 

536,431 

750,083 

648,608 
768,122 
860,679 
723,028 

It  should  not  be  omitted  to  be  mentioned,  that  during  the  period 
under,  review,  the  territory  of  the  German  customs-union  has  on 
•several  occasions  been  coosidembly  extended  by  the  accession  of 
certain  states  of  Germany ;  but,  even  after  taking  this  circumstance 
into  account,  it  may  be  safely  asserted  that  the  foreign  wool  trade 
of  this  country  has  developed  itself  in  a  remarkable  degree.  The 
demand  for  foreign  wools  in  all  Gt)rman  markets  is  at  present  so 
extensive,  that  according  to  reliable  estimates,  it  may  be  assumed  that 
of  the  aggregate  importations  of  wool  to  Germany  (both  by  sea  and 
by  land)  two-thirds  at  least  are  of  colonial  or  transatlantic  origin. 
A  fair  proof  of  tho  greatly  increased  competition  of  foreign  wools 
for  the  use  of  German  manufacturers  is  afforded  by  tho  marked 
decline  which  has  taken  place  of  late  years  in  the  home  production 
in  most  parts  of  Germany  itself.  For,  whilst  in  the  year  1867  the 
number  of  sheep  in  this  country  exceeded  29,000,000,  the  aggregate 
number  counted  in  1873  was  only  about  25,000,000, — a  decrease, 
therefore,  of  about  4,000,000  animals;  taking  the  average  yield  of 
wool  per  sheep  at  2^  German  lbs.,  this  would  amount  to  an  annual 
lots  of  about  116,000  cwt.  rEiiglish).  The  rise  in  the  exportations 
of  wool  from  Germany  which  according  to  the  preceding  table  will 
appear  to  have  also  taken  place  during  the  same  period,  is  considered 
to  have  been  due  to  an  increase  iu  the  transit  trade  through  Ger- 
many of  foreign  sorts,  not  to  more  extensive  exportations  ol  home 
grown  wool 

The  agffre^ate  value  of  the  importations  into  the  German  customs- 
union  of  all  kmds  of  wool  iu  the  year  1873  (particulars  for  later  years 
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bare  not  yet  been  publislied)  is  estimated  by  the  German  Statistical 
Department  to  bave  been  about  9,800,0007.  sterling,  and  that  of  the 
exportations  about  2,100,0007.  sterlings  so  that  the  excess  of  the 
imports  over  the  exports  represented  a  sum  of  about  7,700,000/. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  aggregate  quantity  of  wool  produced  in 
Germany  itself  in  1873  was  625,000  centners ;  adding  to  this  amount 
the  figures  representing  the  aggregate  importations  (viz.,  1,110,034 
centners),  and  deducting  from  the  total  sum  the  figures  representing 
the  exportations  in  1873  (viz.,  249,456  centners),  it  will  be  found  thlit 
the  aggregate  consumption  of  wool  in  Oermany  in  the  year  mentioned 
was  1,485,579  centners,  or  3*9  lbs.  avoirdupois  per  head  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  empire. 

Bice. — ^Last  year's  business  at  Bremen  in  the  raw  article  bore  upon 
the  whole  a  somewhat  uncommon  character,  and,  as  regarded  the  inte- 
rests of  importers,  was  not  attended  with  satisfactory  results.  The 
very  low  quotations,  and  the  state  of  most  Continental  rice  markets, 
induced  Bremen  importers  at  the  beginning  of  1875  to  enter  into 
rather  extensive  operations;  but  their  expectations  were,  dispelled 
on  the  arrival  of  news  from  India  stating  that  the  extent  of  ex- 
portations from  the  rice  ports  during  the  ensuing  season  would 
greatly  exceed  that  of  Ihe  preceding  twelve  months;  and,  though 
European  markets  were  not  actually  flooded  with  rice  to  puch  a  degree 
as  Lad  been  anticipated  in  consequence  of  those  reports,  the  depresi^ion 
once  created  did  not  subside  and  caused  a  considerable  decline  in 
prices ;  so  that  holders  of  floating  cargoes,  as  w  ell  as  of  cargoes 
actually  arrived  at  this  port,  wei*e  not  aWe  to  realize  excepting  under 
severe  loss.  In  addition  to  these  adverse  circumstances,  the  trade  in 
rice  was  further  unfavourably  affected  by  the  generally  depressed  con- 
dition of  business  at  Bremen  and  elsewhere  during  the  past  year ;  the 
want  of  confidence  which  prevailed  amongst  most  importers  of  direct 
cargoes  of  rice  accordingly  led  them  to  sell  at  any  price,  rather  than  to 
run  any  further  risks  by  laying  up  large  stocks  in  anticipation  of 
better  times.  With  regard  to  polished  or  peeled  rice,  the  course  of 
business  in  this  article  was  naturally  influenced  by  the  same  causes  as 
those  which  affected  transactions  in  the  raw  article ;  and  prices  which 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  had  been  very  steady,  experienced  a 
gradual  decline  until  the  beginning  of  the  summer.  On  arrival  of  the 
new  crop  however  an  improvement  took  place  more  especially  in  the 
quotations  for  fine  white  sorts,  which  soon  recovered  the  same  rates  as 
were  quoted  at  the  opening  of  the  year ;  inferior  sorts  at  the  same  time 
continued  to  evince  a  downwards  tendency  in  their  prices.  Towards 
the  end  of  November  a  general  return  of  confidence  manifesting  itself 
in  the  trade  in  peeled  rice  of  all  descriptions,  prices  likewise  of  inferior 
sorts  advanced,  and  at  the  end  of  1875  were  quoted  but  slightly  below 
the  dosing  prices  of  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  rice  peeling  miUs  now  established  in  this  city  and 
employing  a  large  number  of  hands  is  four ;  the  quantity  of  rice  peeled 
in  these  establishments  and  re-exported  from  Bremen  in  1874  exceeded 
18,000,000  kilos.  The  number  of  larger  and  smaller  rice  mills  estab- 
lished in  other  parts  of  Europe,  rompai^  with  those  at  Bremen  (in  the 
year  1874),  was  respectively  as  follows: — 
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amturr. 


8te»ii 
SiMlGDa. 

Wind 
BiMlOUa. 

laLirerpool          « 

London • 

Hambuig-Altooa 

Bremen 

Flenabnig         

Netherlands 

Belgium   *        

France 

11 
10 

•  • 

•• 

9 

Totia       

56 

9 

The  subjoined  figues  will  show  the  extent  of  the  importations  and 
sales  of  raw  rice  at  firemen  daring  each  of  last  two  years. 


Bioe. 

1874. 

1875. 

Stock  on  hand  en  Januaiy  lal 
Importations          

Sacks. 
78,655 
1,022,890 

Sacka. 
105,821 
807,608 

Total  • 

1,096,045 

912,929 

Sales 

Stock  on  hand  on  December  81st  r  • 

990,724 
105,821 

862,892 
50,687 

Indiao. — The  hopes  of  an  improTement  in  the  indigo  trade  enter- 
tained Dj  many  at  the  opening  of  the  year  were  again  disappointed 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Mst  twelve  months.  Though  the  stock 
remaining  on  hand  in  all  European  markets  at  the  end  of  l^t  Deaember 
was  only  half  as  large  as  at  the  same  period  of  the  year  1674,  prices^ 
which  continued  to  fall  during  1875,  are  quoted  at  the  present  moment 
at  2  marks  per  lb.  lower  than  last  January,  and  hare  indeed  not  stood 
so  low  since  1852.  The  cause  of  this  remarkable  depreciation  in  the 
value  of  indigo  is  of  course  chiefly,  or  solely,  the  unfavourable  condition 
of  most  branches  of  industry  in  JBurope  and  the  great  discouragement 
which  continues  to  prevail  amongst  speculators  in  this  and  many  other 
articles.  The  comparative  falling  on  iu  the  importations  and  sieQes  of 
indigo  at  this  port  during  the  past  year  will  appear  from  the  following 
figures : — 


Indigct. 

1874. 

1875. 

BbodkB  on  Xaaoaiy  lat 

Okeste. 

1,012 

1,200 

BeroMa 

19 

6a 

680 
872 

Saionaa. 

•  • 

Total 

2,212 

88 

1,002 

•  • 

Sales 

Stocks  on  December  81st  . . 

1,582 
680 

88 

467 
545 

•• 

FetroUum, — ^The  petroleum  trade  of  Bremen  continues  to  increase. 
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the  importations,  as  also  the  aggregate  extent  of  transactions  in  refined 
petroleum  during  1875,  haying  again  exceeded  those  of  the  previoua 
twelve  months.  The  vast  quantities  of  this  article  which  arrive  annually 
at  this  port,  and  which  last  year  were  nearly  four  times  as  great  as  six 
yeard  ago,  will  appear  from  the  following  figures  : — 

Impobtatiokb  to  Bremen  of  Eefined  Petroleum. 


Tear. 

Barrels. 

Chet<fl. 

1869       

1870  .. 

1871        

1872       

1873        

1874       

1875        

294,217 
287,470 
452,490 
876,215 
739,882 
802,178 
1,087>856 

18,850 

1,000 

6,978 

2,600 

•  • 

As  regarded  more  particularly  the  year  1876,  it  may  be  observed 
that  after  considerable  fluctuations  during  the  first  few  months,  prices 
reached  their  highest  rate,  viz.,  12$  marks  per  barrel,  in  August,  and 
from  that  time  forward  gradually  declined  again  to  11  and  llf  marks^ 
The  extentvof  transactions  in  petroleum  during  the  past  year,  as  com- 
pared with  1874,  was  as  follows : — 


Befined  Petrolemn. 

1874. 

1875. 

Stock  on  Jaiioaiy  Ist 
ImportaUons. 

Barrels. 
155,285 
802,178 

Casks. 
1,899 
2,500 

Barrels. 

199,880 

1,087,860 

Chests. 

Total            

957,458 

8,899 

1,287,186 

.. 

Sales 

772,408 

2,899 

1,088,186 

•• 

The  importations  of  raw  petroleum  in  lS75  which  were  made  for 
the  account  of  Bremen  refining  establishments,  amounted  to  66,779 
barrels,  against  80,889  barrels  in  1874.  Of  naphtha  26,049  barrels  were 
imported,  against  16,767  barrels  in  the  previous  year. 

Coffee, — The  course  and  results  of  business  in  this  article  at  Bremen 
during  1876,  formed  upon  the  whob  an  agreeable  contrast  to  the  trade 
in  most  other  goods.   Excepting  occasion^  but  very  slight  fluctuations, 

5 rices  experienced  a  gradual  advance  until  the  close  of  December  l^st^ 
'he  very  limited  yield  of  the  late  coffee  crop  in^razil,  together  with  the 
unexpected  favourable  results  attained  by  the  autumn  sales  in  Holland, 
and  a  growing  spirit  of  specmlation  in  this  article  at  Brem^i,  led  to  an 
animated  and  profitable  ousiness  being  done  here.  The  extent  of  the 
importations  and  sales  of  cofiiee  at  this  port  during  each  of  the  last  two* 
years  was  i-espectively  as  fqjlows : — 
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1874. 

1876. 

Coffte. 

Importations. 

Sales 

(including  Old 

Stocky 

Sales 

(induding  Old 

Stock). 

West  Indian        

Laguayra,  Savanilla,  and  Guatemala 

Bio,  Santos,  and  Bahia 

East  Indian         

Varions  other  sorts       

HalfkUos. 

75,000 
2,677,000 
^636,000 

72,000 
6,620,000 

Half  kilos. 

75,000 
2,687,000 
2,836,000 

72,000 
6,620,000 

Half  kiloe. 
2,428,000 
2,226,000 
4,708,000 
6,897,000 
647,000 

Half  kilos. 
2,423,000 
2,826,000 
4,808,000 
6,897,000 
647,000 

Sugar, — ^The  competition  of  the  French  sugar  refineries  which  enjoy 
high  bounties  on  exportations,  is  felt  very  severely  here  by  all  persons 
engaged  in  the  trade  and  manufacture  of  colonial  and  refined  sugars, 
and  was  doubtless  the  chief  cause  of  business  in  this  article  being  very 
limited  in  extent,  as  compared  with  former  times.  The  importations 
of  foreign  sugar  to  this  port  during  the  year  1876  amounted  to 
1,850,000  kilos. ;  and  the  quantities  produced  by  the  Bremen  manu- 
factories to  about  2,000,000  kilos. 

Herringa. — It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  figures  subjoined  to 
these  remarks,  that  the  aggregate  arrivals  of  herrings  at  this  port  during 
last  year  were  only  about  half  as  extensive  as  in  1874,  owing  chiefiy  to 
the  considerable  falling  off  in  the  importations  of  Scotch  fish.  The 
general  course  of  business  during  the  first  five  months  of  1875  was  a 
very  quiet  one,  the  first  signs  of  animation  appeared  in  May,  when  the 
prices  previously  asked  by  holders  of  the  old  stock  fell  considerably. 
The  first  arrivals  of  Scotch  matjes  which  took  place  in  June  and  which 
were  found  to  be  of  unusually  good  quality,  fetched  high  prices,  as  like- 
wise did  the  Dutch  importations  of  full  brand  fish  in  July.  The  catch 
of  the  latter  sorts  continuing  successful,  a  fair  business  was  done 
therein  here  at  gradually  declining  prices  until  the  beginning  of 
nutii!nn,  when  the  prevalence  of  very  bad  weather  put  a  stop  to  fishing 
both  of  Dutch  and  Emden  herrings.  The  results  of  the  Scotch  August 
fishing  were  upon  the  whole  satisfactory,  and  a  fair  amount  of  orders 
were  received  from  Bremen  houses  in  view  of  the  prices  asked  being 
moderate.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  nearly  all  importations  of 
Scotch  fish  were  sold  off  here  at  advancing  prices,  and  the  stock  on 
hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  month  was  accordingly  quite  in- 
considerable. The  quantities  of  all  sorts  of  herrings  imported  to  Bremen 
during  each  of  the  two  last  years  were  respectively,  viz. : — 


Herringe. 

1874. 

1875. 

Scotch.. 
Dutch.. 

Emden           

Norwegian 

Barrels. 

11,828 

768 

989 

86 

Barrels. 

5,740 

843 

594 

25 

Wood, — Cedar  is  the  most  important  amongst  the  different  sorts 
of  colonial  woods  brought  to  this  market,  and  is  extensively  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  cigar  boxes,  one  of  the  chief  branches  of  industry 
in  this  city.  Last  year's  business  in  cedar  wood,  though  not  so 
very  much  smaller  in  extent  than  in  1874,  was  however  by  no  means 
profitable  for  importers,  who  had  looked  forward  with  considerable 
•confidence  to  a  favourable  turn  in  trade.    But  the  continuance  of  com- 
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mercial  depression  in  the  tobacco  and  other  branches  of  business,  as 
well  as  the  effects  of  excessive  production  by  the  many  cigar  box 
factories  in  previous  years,  which  necessitated  a  suspension  of  work  in 
many  instances  during  the  last  twelve  months,  influenced  the  import 
trade  in  this  and  other  sorts  of  wood  in  a  very  disadvantageous  manner. 
The  extent  of  the  importations  and  sales  of  cedar,  mahogany,  and 
walnut  wood  at  Bremen  during  each  of  the  last  two  years,  was  respec- 
tively as  follows : — 


Woods. 

1874. 

1875. 

Importations. 

Sales. 

Importations. 

Sales. 

Cedar 

Mahoganj,  vik  : 

Domingo 

Cuba,  Mexico,  &c 

Wtlnat  (Amorican)     . . 

Blocks. 
21,688 

1,787 
629 
722 

Blocks. 
18,900 

1,662 

8,206 

568 

Blocks. 
19,284 

4,084 
488 
247 

Blocks. 
16,789 

8,771 

808 

1,598 

Cam, — ^The  extent  of  the  local  trade  of  this  city  in  the  various  kinds 
of  com  and  grain  during  last  year  was  quite  unimportant,  masmuch  as 
there  was  on  the  one  hand  no  speculation  in  these  articles,  and  on  the 
other  hand,  nearly  all  importations  to  the  Weser  ports  (by  sea)  were 
forwarded  direct  to  inland  dealers  without  passing  through  intermediate 
hands.  The  respective  quantities  of  the  chief  kinds  ot  com  imported 
and  exported  vi&  Bremen  in  1876,  are  given  in  the  general  statistics  of 
trade  prefixed  to  these  detailed  statements. 

Coah — ^Although  coal  cannot  be  reckoned  among  the  staple  articles 
of  trade  of  this  port,  the  great  importance  attaching  to  it  as  regards 
commerce  and  navigation  as  well  as  industry  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  and  the  particular  notice  which  it  has  attracted  during  the 
past  year  in  this  part  of  Germany,  will  perhaps  be  considered  a 
sufficient  reason  for  its  being  noticed  in  this  place.  It  has  for  many 
years  been  a  source  of  regret  in  this  country,  particularly  amongst  the 
coal-pit  owners  of  Westphalia  and  Khenish- Prussia,  that  the  two  chief 
sea-ports  of  Germany,  Hamburg  and  Bremen,  have,  hitherto  at  least, 
imporfed  a  great  proportion  of  their  wants,  both  for  the  use  of  their 
stenmers  and  for  other  commercial  and  industrial  purposes,  as  well  as 
for  household  use  in  both  cities,  from  Great  Britain,  instead  of  import- 
ing their  entire  supplies  from  the  coal-fields  of  their  own  countrv  which 
are  situated  at  so  short  a  distance  from  either  port  Before  the  com- 
pletion of  the  recently-opened  railway  which  now  connects  Hamburg 
and  Bremen  in  an  almost  straight  line  with  "Westphalia,  there  appeared, 
indeed  no  probability  of  the  many  efforts  already  made  in  former  years 
towards  enabling  German  coal  to  compete  with  its  British  rival  being 
attended  with  any  success,  as  it  was  found  quite  impossible  to  fix  the 
rates  of  carriage  (including  other  unavoidaole  expenses)  at  a  figure 
nearly  or  exactly  equivalent  to  the  rates  of  freight  for  coal  (by  sea) 
from  British  ports.  Matters  have,  however,  during  the  course  of  the 
last  twelve  months  commenced  to  assume  a  different  aspect ;  for  soon 
after  the  opening  of  the  new  railway  above  mentioned,  a  conference 
was  held  at  Dortmund  (in  Westphalia)  between  representatives  of  the 
Westphaliau  and  Khenish  coal  industry  and  of  the  Hamburg  and 
Bremen  commercial  and  shipping  interests  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
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directors  of  the  new  railway  line  on  the  other,  and  the  result  of  this 
meeting  was  that  the  railway  company  agreed,  under  certain  con- 
ditions of  secondar7  importance,  to  fix  their  charges  for  the  carriage  of 
coal  between  the  Westphalian  and  Hheuish  pits  and  the  North  Sea 
ports  at  a  greatly  reduced  rate.  Although  by  this  measure  the  charges 
have  not  been  diminished  so  far  as  was  desired  by  the  industrial  and 
xiommercial  delegates  to  the  conference  (the  rate  fixed  by  the  railway 
company,  including  other  expenses,  still  exceeds  the  rat-e  of  freight  for 
coal  from  British  ports  to  the  Elbe  and  Wcser  by  about  (>^d.  pej  ton), 
its  effects  bare  not  been  long  in  making  themselves  felt  in  a  manner 
which  shows  that  the  i*ailway  company  itself,  as  well  as  the  owners  of 
•coal-pits  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  line,  must  already  have  profited 
considerably  by  the  step,  and  which  makoct  it  appear  not  improbable 
that  a  further  reduction  may  take  place  at  a  near  date.  Although  I 
Am,  to  my  regret,  not  able  as  yet  to  furnish  the  figures  which  would, 
show  the  increase  which  took  place  last  year  in  the  importations  of 
German  coal  to  this  city  and  to  other  ports  of  the  "Weser,  a  short  statis- 
tical review  of  the  comparative  importations  of  German  and  likewise 
of  British  coal  to  Bremen  during  the  period  preceding  the  year  1875 
may  perhaps  not  be  devoid  of  interest : — 


Year. 

tions  of  Coal  to 
Bremen. 

Proportion  of  British 
Coal. 

Proportion  of  German 
Coal. 

1860     .. 
1869     . . 

1871  . . 

1872  . . 
1878     . . 
1874     .. 

Hectolitres. 
682,565 
1,885,407 
2,146,888 
2,157,289 
2,251,643 
2,291,886 

Hectolitres. 
568,928 
284,019 
1,208,297 
1,046,151 
846,002 
807,598 

Per  cent. 
89-9 
12-8 
63-7 
48-5 
87-6 
85-7 

Hectolitres. 
63,642 
1,601,888 
778,541 
1,111,188 
1,405,641 
1,484,248 

Per  cent. 
101 
87-2 
86-8 
51-5 
62-4 
64-8 

All  importations  of  German  coal  to  this  and  other  ports  of  tha 
Weser  have  hitherto  been  destined  either  for  household  uae,  or  for  the 
use  of  industrial  establishments  in  this  district  itself  and  of  a  portion 
of  the  steamers  which  visit  these  ports.  Whether,  with  due  regard  to 
the  price,  the  average  sorts  of  German  coal  are  so  well  adapted  for 
those  different  purposes,  is  a  question  which  must  be  left  to  the  deci- 
sion of  the  consumers ;  at  present  opinions  seem  to  be  about  equally 
divided,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the  preceding  figures  on  taking  the 
average  proportion  (during  the  last  four  years)  between  the  importa- 
tions of  British  and  of  German  coal.  The  point  which  is  chiefly  being 
considered  now  by  the  commercial  classes  of  Bremen  in  particular  is 
another  one;  this  is  the  possibility  and  the  best  means  of  enabling 
German  coal  to  enter  in  future  into  competition  with  its  British  rival, 
likewise  as  an  article  of  export  to  foreign  countries.  In  order  to  solve 
this  question  for  the  benefit  of  German  commerce  and  shipping,  the 
Bremen  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  recently  sent  circular  letters  to  the 
German  consuls  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  in  which  full  information 
regarding  the  coal  trade  of  their  lespective  districts  is  requested,  and 
apon  the  strength  of  which  information  a  comprehensive  report  will 
be  drawn  up  and  published  as  soon  as  possible.  (A  summary  of  the 
contents  of  this  report  will  be  drawn  up  by  me  when  the  publicaticm 
of  the  latter  shall  have  taken  place.) 

British  Trade  with  Bremen-Bremerhaven. — The  portion  of  the 
general  trade  of  this  port  which  is  carried  on  with  Great  Britain  in 
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;>articubu%  and  wbich  previous  to  tbe  year  3874  showed  an  annual  con- 
siderable increase  both  in  the  imports  to  and  the  exports  from  Bremen, 
experienced  for  the  first  time  a  decline,  though  only  a  slight  one,  in  its 
extent  during  that  year.  Statistics  of  the  British  trade  with  Bremen 
for  1876  are  not  vet  obtainable ;  but  it  may  be  assumed  with  certainty 
in  view  of  other  facts,  that  the  decline  in  1874  has  been  succeeded  by  a 
further  fall  daring  the  past  year.  The  following  figures  will  show  the 
gradual  development  of  the  commercial  relations  between  Qrmt  Britain 
and  this  port  during  the  last  twenty  years,  in  so  far  as  the  same 
appeared  in  the  value  of  the  goods  imported  to  and  exported  from 
Bremen : — 


Value  ia  Sterlkg; 

Yew. 

Imports  from 
QmiBriUia. 

Exports  to 
Qrml  Bzitoin. 

1857           

1867 

1872           

187a           

1874           

1875           

£ 

884,620 
2,804,120 
3,601,930 
4,196,700 
3,888,000 

l^otyet 

£ 

108^009 

886,062 

876,983 

1,062,410 

1,060,071 

ascertaiaaUe. 

"With  regard  to  the  decrease  during  1874  in  tlie  imports  from  Great 
Britain,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  same  was  due  to  a  slight  fUling-ofi*  in 
the  importatic^  of  coal,  cotton,  plate  and  bar  iron  (in  the  latter  article 
a  decrease  of  50  per  cent,  took  place),  yams  and  twists  of  all  kinds, 
textile  manufactures,  and  machinery ;  during  the  same  period,  however, 
a  rise  is  perceptible  in  the  importations  of  several  raw  materials  and 
articles  of  consumption,  viz.,  in  coffee,  herrings,  chemicals,  spices,  jute, 
and  in  sheep's  wool. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  hence  to  Great  Britain  remained 
almost  stationary  in  its  amount  during  the  two  years  1878  and  1874, 
but  at  the  same  titue  a  change  took  place  in  the  relative  proportion 
borne  by  the  character  of  goods  exported  during  each  year  mentioned ; 
whilst  namelv  the  value  of  the  exportations  oi  articles  and  of  partly- 
manufactured  goods  experienced  an  increase  in  1874,  that  of  the 
exportations  of  raw  materials,  textile  goods,  and  other  industrial  pro- 
ductions waa  less  than  in  the  previous  twelve  months. 

A  general  insight  into  the  character  of  the  imports  from  and  the 
exports  to  Great  Britain  at  Bremen,  and  their  respective  valuo,  as 
regarded  the  year  1874  (particulars  for  1875  not  being  asoeitainable  at 
present),  is  offered  by  the  two  following  tabular  statements,  viz. : — 
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I. — Impobts  from  Great  Britain  in  1874. 


Description  of  Articles. 


Cotton — 

Raw 

Yarn  and  twist   . . 

Piece-goods         . .         •  • 
Wool— 

Baw         

Yam        

Piece-goods 
Linen — 

Yam        

Piece-goods 
All  other  textile  mannfkctnres 

Lace  

Thread         

Leather  cloth 

Jate  

Silk— 

Kaw         

Piece-goods 
Iron,  yiz.^ 

Pig  iron 

Plate  and  rod  iron 

Steel        

Other  mannfkctnres 
Machinery   ..         .• 
Yellow  metal 

Tin  

Coffee  

Pish,  viz.— 

Herrings 

Other  kinds 

Rice  

Spices  

Tobacco  and  cigars 

Tea  

Ram  

Building  materials . . 

Coals  

Drugs  

Chemicals 

Cochineal 

Indigo  

Furs  and  skins 

Hides  

Oils  

Pancy  articles  and  cutlery. . 
MiscellaneouB  other  articles 

Total 

Or  sterling 


Value. 


Marks. 

8,858,561 
6,089,808 
1,022,419 

10,820,500 

11,162,670 

2,505,822 

2,281,868 
1,821,557 
8,280,804 
111,891 
486,107 
1,268,152 
1,981,524 

205,456 
88,865 

1,550,049 
727,078 
427,588 

1,988,729 

2,780,176 
676,856 
248,888 

2,900,228 

402,774 

29,485 

488,688 

911,097 

1,205,841 

468,711 

589,472 

884,912 

1.986,547 

2,889.461 

1,538,898 

204,788 

2,518,240 

240,072 

810,760 

824,256 

1,041,948 

4,168,078 


77,744,946 
£8,888,000 
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Beioription  of  Articles. 

Yahie. 

Cotton— 

Baw         

Yam       

Piece-goods        

Linen- 
Yam       

Piece-goods                  ..... 

Wool- 
Yam       

Piece-goods        

Shoddy  wool         

Coffee          

Hods           

Tobacco— 

Baw        

KannfiM)tiired 

Oinrs— 

Aremen 

Othen 

Sugar- 
Beetroot 

Othersorts         

Brags 

Dyewoods 

Other  dyeing  materials 

Hair           

Fan<nr  articles        

Glass           

Toys           

Paper         

Porcelain 

Stones,  slates,  &c 

Miscellaneous  goods 

Hariu. 

3,600 
167,612 
118,061 

8,889 

18,762 

1,618,689 

4,787,682 

198,291 

669,087 

128,484 

1,166,161 

486,861 
82,869 

279,948 
284,266 

712,660 

2,890 

660,979 

82,683 

1,096,181 

108,188 

126,709 

818,887 

1,066,669 

97,868 

496,467 

886,184 

499,320 

6,628,410 

Total 

Orsteriing 

21,207,481 
1,060,071 

Oaitle  Trade. — ^This  branch  of  the  sea-borne  export  trade  of  the 
Weaer  ports  must  likewise  be  inclnded  in  that  portion  of  the  general 
eommeroe  of  this  district  with  which  British  interests  are  connected  in 
a  prominent  degree.  The  number  of  homed  cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs 
shipped  from  hence,  i^^  more  especially  from  Bremernayen  and 
Geestemtode,  during  each  of  the  last  fire  years,  has  been  as  follows : — 


Year. 

Kmnber  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Homed  Cattle. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

1871 

18,016 

206,429 

200 

un 

2,266 

188,429 

,, 

IttS 

2,662. 

89,644 

•• 

1874          ..        .. 

780 

68,160 

, , 

im      ..     .. 

4,411 

91,709 

•• 

[898] 
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Altliougl),  accordiug  to  these  figures,  a  cousiderable  increase  will  ap- 
pear to  have  taken  place  iu  the  numbers  exported  in  1875  (excepting  pigs), 
as  compared  with  those  for  each  of  the  three  preceding  years,  a  marked 
difference  is  perceptible  between  the  extent  of  esportations  in  that  year 
and  in  1871.  It  is  perhaps  hardlj  necessary  for  me  to  repeat  here 
that  this  decline  has  been  caused  more  especially  through  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  existing  British  regulations  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  liye  cattle  to  British  markets  from  the  Continent.  It  is  like- 
wise well  known  that  the  abolition,  or  at  least  the  modification  o£ 
these  restricti?e  measures,  is  greatly  desired  by  all  classes  interested  in 
the  cattle  export  trade  from  this  and  other  parts  of  Germany,  and  that 
only  recently  again  representatives  of  the  exporters  and  dattle  breeders 
of  this  district  submitted  their  desire  to  the  consideration  of  Her 
Majesty's  Qovemment. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  regulations  in  question  haye 
had  and  still  haye  a  yery  prejudicial  effect  upon  the  interests  of 
the  German  cattle  export  trade ;  but,  regarding  the  matter  likewise 
from  a  British  point  of  yiew,  there  would  appear  something  to  be  said 
in  fayour  of  a  modification  of  the  said  regulations ;  for  it  may  perhaps 
be  not  unjustly  assumed  (though  actual  proofs  would  be  difficult  to 
furnish),  that  the  diminution  of  the  exportation  of  cattle  to  the  United 
Kingdom  which  has  taken  place  of  late  years,  cannot  haye  failed,  to  a 
certain  degree,  to  influence  the  prices  of  cattle  and  consequently  also 
of  meat  in  the  London  and  other  British  markets.  Conaiaering,  how- 
eyer,  the  possibly  heavy  losses  to  which  the  British  cattle  owners  would 
be  exposed  by  the  establishment  of  free  importation  of  live  cattle,  or 
eyen  by  the  modification  of  the  present  regulations,  it  is  of  course 
another  question  whether  the  disadyckntages  caused  at  present  for  the 
consumer  can  be  regarded  in  any  way  as  a  set-off  against  the  risk  which 
would  be  incurred  by  acceding  to  the  desire  of  tho  German  exporters. 
The  unfavourable  effects  of  the  present  regulations  upon  the  interests 
of  the  latter  cannot  anyhow  be  regarded  of  sufficient  weight  to  influence 
the  decision  of  the  question  to  the  prejudice  of  our  ovm  cattle  ownero 
and  breeders,  and,  though  fully  able  to  understand  the  dissatisfaction 
of  all  persons  in  Germany  whose  trade  is  made  to  suffer  through  the 
maintenance  of  the  Britiish  import  regulations,  one  cannot  moreover 
help  feeling  rather  surprised  that,  by  tnose  yery  classes  who  complain 
so  loudly  of  the  loss  inflicted  on  their  interests,  so  little  aUowance  is 
made  for  the  primary  point  which  has  to  be  taken  into  consideration  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  in  forming  their  decision  on  this  question, 
that  is,  its  effect  upon  British  interests. 

JSxehange  and  DiseowU, — ^Tbe  rates  of  exchange  at  Bremen  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1876  for  best  bOls  on  London,  Paris,  and  Amsterdam, 
were  respectively  as  follows: — 

Per  £100  sterling. 

1.  London —  Marks. 

For  bills  payable  at  Eight 2,084 

,*  >,  two  months  tfter  sight  S,018to%019 

Per  100  Piancs. 

2.  Paris—  JCarks. 

For  bills  payable  at  al^t 80  *6  to  61 

„  „  two  months  after  sight      ••     80*1 

Per  100  Florins. 
8.  Amsterdam—  Marks. 

For  bills  payable  at  sight 168  "TS  to  169 '4 

„  „  two  months  after  si^t  167*75 

The  average  rate  of  discount  during  ijl^e  year,  as  paid  by  the  Breme9 
Bank,  was  4^  per  cent, 
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JSankf.-^The  dividend  to  be  paid  shortly  by  the  Bremea  Bank  to 
the  shareholders  for  the  last  year  has  been  fixed  at  7^  per  cent.,  free 
from  income  tax.  The  introduction  of  the  new  German  bank  laws,  and 
the  es^blishment  of  the  Imperial  Bank  at  Berlin,  with  branch  banks  or 
agencies  in  all  of  the  more  important  cities  of  the  empire,  which  * 
measures  have  had  the  effect  of  materially  altering  the  financial  arrange- 
ments and  the  sjrstem  of  business  of  most  of  the  State  banks  and  larger 
private  banking  institutions  existing  in  Germany,  have  likewise  affe<^ed 
the  "  Bremen  Bank,"  in  so  far  as  regards  more  especially  the  issue  of 
notes,  the  discount  and  lombard  business,  &c.  The  Bremen  Bank  will 
henceforth  only  be  permitted  to  issue  notes  of  not  less  than  100  marks 
in  value,  to  the  aggregate  maximum  amount  of  4,500,000  marks. 

Transfer  days, — it  may  be  mentioned  in  this  place,  that  the  some- 
what antiquated  custom  of  semi-weekly  cash  transfer  days  (Okmr-to^^), 
which  was  maintained  until  lately  at  Bremen  and  in  one  other  German 
city  (Auesburg),  has  been  abolished  since  the  beginning  of  the  present 
yeur  by  toe  merchants  at  the  instance  of  the  dii^ctors  of  the  Imperial 
Bank. 

III.  Agbicitltube. 

Of  the  entire  territory  belonging  to  the  free  ciiy  of  Bremen  (whiod 
covers  an  aggregate  area  of  about  ^,400  English  acres,  or  4*671  0«^ 
man  miles),  about  5,000  acres  are  occupied  by  the  sites  of  the  three 
towns  belonging  to  this  republic,  viz.,  Bremen,  Bremerhaven,  anh 
Yegesack,  about  1,200  acres  by  the  bed  of  the  river  Weser,  the 
remainder,  viz.,  about  57,200  acres,  comprising  the  rural  districts. 

Harvut, — ^The  extent  of  country  allotted  to  the  cultivation  of  agri- 
cultural produce  (a  large  proportion  of  the  rural  districts  consists  of 
pasture  g^unds)  is  thus  only  a  very  limited  one,  and  does  not  admit  of 
many  observations  of  general  interest  as  regards  such  matters.  With 
respect  to  the  harvest  of  1875,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  same  was 
satisfactory  throughout  this  part  of  Germany,  owing  particularly  to 
&vourable  weather  which  prevailed  here  during  the  latter  part  of  last 
summer.  Both  rye  and  wheat  yielded  a  fair  average  crop;  and  the  bar* 
vest  of  oats,  both  as  regarded  quantity  as  well  as  Quality,  was  a  better  one 
by  far  than  that  of  the  preceding  year ;  the  yiela  likewise  of  barley  was 
a  good  average  one.  The  crop  of  potatoes  above  all  was  plentiful,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  of  excellent  quality ;  signs  of  disease  were  very  rarely 
met  with,  and  only  amount  tnose  potatoes  which  had  been  grown  in 
soil  not  well  suited  to  their  cultivation. 

Whilst,  as  observed,  there  is  hardly  any  scope  for  remarks  on 

X 'cultural  matters  as  regards  the  territory  of  Bremen,  some  few 
^rvations  on  the  subject  which  relate  to  another  part  of  this  con- 
sular district,  viz.,  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Oldenburg,  and  which  are  liere 
subjoined,  may  perhaps  be  considered  not  out  of  place. 

AgrieuUurat  c(md%tion  of  Oldenhurf,* — ^Tbe  general  development  of 
the  manifold  channels  of  communication  which  has  taken  place  in  all 
parts  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Oldenburg,  more  especially  during  the 
ust  three  or  four  years,  and  which  has  greatly  contributed  towards 
fieicilitating  both  the  conveyance  and  the  opportunities  for  sale  of  the 
many  different  kinds  of  agricultural  produce  appears  to  have  likewise 
caused  a  simultaneous  rise  in  the  prices  of  these  articles.  For  whilst 
undoubtedly  those  improvements  may  be  said  to  have  benefited  all 
branches  of  agriculture  in  the  State,  the  increased  facilities  offered  to 

*  Sxtneied  from  a  report  recenUj  pablished  by  tiie  Ol^enbui^  AgricQHur»l 
Society. 
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iirafiSc  of  all  kinds  have  had  thef  effect  of  drawing  the  attoitian  of 
feffmers  in  a  greater  degree  than  formerly  to  the  adTantages  of  cattle 
breeding  and  rearing,  and  to  growing  the  variona  kinds  of  cattle  food ; 
and  thus  it  has  happened,  that  the  area  of  land  formerl/  cttlti?ated  with 
com  has  experienced  a  marked  diminution. 

The  number  of  homed  cattle  bred  in  the  '^  Bf  arsoh,"  or  low  districts 
of  Oldenburg,  has  been  gradually  increasing  of  late  years,  whilst  in 
the  *'  Gteest"  or  hish-lying  parts  of  the  country  it  has  declined.  The 
chief  cause  of  this  decmie  is  considered  to  be  the  gradual  disappearance 
of  the  once  customary  extensive  common  pasture  grounds,  wnich  has 
taken  place  in  conseauence  of  certain  changes  recently  introduced  with 
respect  to  the  division  of  parish  lands.  But,  though  the  aggregate 
numbers  of  the  highland  cattle  have  decreased,  greater  care  and 
attention  is  now  bestowed  on  each  animal,  and  their  good  qualities 
and  consequently  also  their  vdue  have  increased.  With  regard  more 
espe<^aUy  to  the  lowland  districts  of  Oldenburg  and  also  of  the 
adjoining  province  of  Hanover  (which  extend  along  both  banks  of 
the  lower  Weser  and  lower  Ems  rivers),  the  nature  of  their  soil  and 
their  geographical  situation,  evidently  point  to  their  being  peculiarlv 
weU  suited  for  breeding  and  rearing  cattle  for  exportation.  The  hi^h 
qualities  of  the  Oldenburg  lowliuid  breed  have  long  been  well  known  m 
Great  Britain  and  in  other  parts  of  Europe ;  and  recent  proo&  of  their 
superior  character  have  moreover  been  offered  through  the  many 
valuable  prizes  obtained  by  specimens  of  these  animids  at  sevenu 
German  agricultural  shows  (at  Bremen,  Berlin,  Ste,).  The  exportation 
of  this  dass  of  cattle  to  British  ports  is  of  considerable  extent,  but  has 
experienced  a  marked  decline  since  the  introduction  of  the  British 
restrictive  import  regulations.  Oldenburg  furnishes  the  t^^Eff  greater 
proportion  of  all  homed  cattle  annually  snipped  from  the  Weser  ports 
to  the  TTnited  Eingdom.  For  further  iniormation  on  this  subject  I 
would  beg  to  refer  to  page  291. 

With  respect  to  sneep  and  pig  breeding,  it  appears  that  the  high 

5 rices  of  meat  which  have  prevailed  alm^  everywhere  in  Europe 
urin^  late  years,  have  caused  an  augmented  importation  of  ffood 
breeding  materials,  more  especially  from  England,  to  the  wealtnier 
Rowland)  parts  of  Oldenburg.  In  the  poorer  parts  of  the  country,  t  .&, 
in  the  hij^h-lying  districts,  tne  number  of  sheep  has  gradually  diinin« 
ished,  whilst  at  the  same  time  no  improvement  is  perceptible  in  the 
qualities  of  this  class,  an  animal  of  inferior  description,  figs  of  pure 
native  stock  (so-called  "country"  pigs)  have  almost  entirely  disap* 
peared  :the  land  of  animal  bred  throughout  Oldenburg,  excepting  a 
lew  places  only,  is  a  cross-breed  of  the  native  pig  with  the  middle-si£ed 
Engli9h  breed. 

Bees  are  extensively  kept  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Grand  Duchy. 
The  general  character  of  the  soil  the  cultivation  of  whksh  is  confined 
more  especially  to  the  growing  of  rapeseed,  clover,  and  similar  herbs, 
whilst  a  further  large  proportion  of  the  country  is  laid  out  in  graring 
land  or  consists  of  wide  tracts  of  heather  covered  moorlands,  renders 
Oldenburg  particularly  well  fitted  for  bee  fimning ;  and  it  is  therefore 
not  surprismg  to  find  that  there  are  more  bee-mves  in  this  Grand 
Duchy  tnan  in  any  other  German  State,  excepting  perh^s  the  former 
DudiY  of  Nassau. 

The  number  of  horaee  in  Oldenburg  has  been  dedinmg  ever  since 
the  year  1664,  owing  chieflv  to  the  marked  development  of  cattle 
breeding  and  rearing  which  has  taken  place  during  the  last  decade. 
But  whHst  their  aggregate  number  has  diminished,the  qualities  of  the 
Oldenburg  horse^hat  is  to  say  of  the  **  Marsch  "  or  lowland  breeds, 
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hftfe.by  no  means  soifered  deterioration.*  At  the  Bremen  Agricultural 
Exhibition  of  1874,  for  instance,  where  specimens  of  these  well-known 
breeds,  were  subjected  to  minute  inspection,  it  was  generally  acknow- 
ledged by  competent  authorities,  that  the  lini|g-standing  reputation  of 
the  Oldenburg  lowland  horses  was  fully  maintained  by  the  animals 
exhibited ;  at  the  same  time,  however,  the  system  of  breeding  encouraged 
by  the  Oldenburs;  Gkvemment  was  much  criticized.  The  increased 
demand  for  good  lowland  stallions  and  brood  mares  has  lately  reached 
such  dimensions,  that  the  Grand  Ducal  authorities  ha?e  found  it  neces- 
sary to  introduce  measures  for  preventinff  so  ^reat  a  number  of  the  best 
breeding  materials  from  being  exported  to  loreign  countries,  and  thus 
being  withdrawn  from  employment  in  01denbui|;  itself.  With  regard 
to  the  condition  of  the  highland  horse,  an  animal  of  inferior  description 
to  that  preriously  mentioned,  it  may  be  mentioned  that,  in  nursuanoe 
to  the  recommendation  of  a  joint  commission  composed  of  Oldenburg 
and  Westphalian  breeders  which  lately  proceeded  to  Luxemburg  for 
the  j^urpose  o^  investigating  the  qualities  of  the  "  Ardenne"  horse,  a 
certain  number  of  the  latter  were  a  short  time  ago  introduced  into 
Oldenburg  for  breeding  objects.  It  appears  however  that  this  measure 
has  not  b^n  attended  with  successful  results,  and  that  steps  will  have 
to  be  taken  in  other  directions  ibr  improring  and  increasing  the  breed 
of  horses  in  the  highland  districts  of  the  Ghruid  Duchy. 

The  gradual  development  of  the  various  means  of  communication  by 
land  has  not  failed  to  render  the  value  of  the  forest  lands  of  Oldenburg 
more  apparent  to  the  inhabitants,  and  the  considerable  extension  during 
the  last  few  years  of  the  system  of  canals  intersecting  the  peat  moors  or 
bo^,  has  greatly  tended  towards  &cilitating  the  pr^uction  and  expor- 
tation of  peat,  an  article  playing  a  by  no  means  unimportant  part  in 
this  portion  of  Germany. 

The  use  of  agricultural  machinery  by  the  fanners  and  peasantry  of 
Oldenburff  appears  to  bet  steadily  increasing ;  and  many  of  the  recent 
and  valuable  discoveries  made  by  science,  particularly  as  regards 
artificial  manures,  are  likewise  bein|;  turned  to  account  in  a  far  erdater 
degree  than  formerly  by  the  more  intelligent  portion  of  agricufturists 
in  the  Grand  Duohy. 

There  can  in  fiEu^t  be  no  doubt  that  there  are  on  all  sides  symptoms 
of  satisfactory  progress  perceptible  in  Oldenburg,  not  merely  as 
regards  agricmture  and  the  breeding  of  horses,  cattle,  Ac,  but  likewise 
in  the  cultivation  of  woods  and  forests,  in  horticulture,  and  in  fruit 
culture ;  and  this  progress  again  is  a  sure  sign  of  the  growing  intelli- 
gence and  increased  mental  culture  of  the  inhabitants  in  general.  It 
may  perhaps  be  added,  that  the  eminently  cautious  and  prudent 
character  or  the  latter  will  however  at  all  times  render  the  process  of 
introducing  innovations  and  reforms,  whether  in  agriculture  or  in  any 
other  sphere,  a  slow  and  gradual  one. 

Frohibitian  of  ExporUUum  of  SorBea. — ^The  decree  (issued  last 
March  by  the  German  Government)  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
horses  from  all  parts  of  this  empire,  still  remains  in  force ;  its  with- 
drawal at  a  near  date  appears,  however,  to  be  contemplated. 

Ameriean  Potatoes. — A  law,  still  in  force,  was  issued  in  Februaiy 
last  by  the  Government  of  Germany,  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
North  American  potatoes,  in  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  the 
potato-beetle  in  that  country.  As  potatoes  are  hardly  ever  imported 
to  Germany  from  transatlantic  countries,  excepting  for  immediate  use 

•  M Me  dsialM  ofasemttona  on  this  tuljeet  are  contained  in  my  Beporii  for 
1872  and  1874.  *^ 
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on  board  ship,  the  effects  of  this  law  have  of  course  been  hardly  felt 
here. 

IV. — ^Population  and  Ikdustbt. 

Population, — ^According  to  the  official  census  which  was  taken  on 
December  1st,  1875  (in  all  narts  of  the  Gkrman  Empire),  the  population 
of  the  State  of  Bremen  at  that  time  was  as  follows : — 

Inhabitants.* 

Bremen  (town) 105,000 

Bremerhayen 14^500 

Tegeeack         4,000 

Bond  districts 21,600 

Total  in  the  State       145,000     ' 


With  regard  more  particularly  to  the  two  towns  of  Bremen  and 
Bremerhayen,  the  population  will  be  found  to  haye  increased  yeiy 
considerably,  and  especially  so  during  the  last  ten  years,  yiz. : — 


Tear. 

Bremen  (town). 

Bremerhayen. 

1885 
1846 
1855 
1865 

1875 

46,689 
52,031 
60,087 
71,908 
105,000 

1,840 
2,989 
5,496 
7,804 
14,500 

The  number  of  inhabited  buildings  in  the  town  of  Bremen  may  be 
estimated  at  about  13,000,  thus  giyingan  ayerage  of  eight  persons  in  one 
house.  The  capital  yalue  of  ground  in  this  ci^,  in  so  far  as  the  same 
was  subject  to  the  payment  of  ground  rent,  was  estimated  in  the 
year  1874  at  about  18,000,0001.  sterling;  in  Bremerhayen  the  same  was 
estimated  at  about  1,500,000/. 

The  number  and  percentage  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  in  this 
city  during  1874  (particulars  for  1875  will  not  be  published  before  next 
autumn)  was  as  follows : — 


Births  yiz.,  legitimate  • . 
„         illegitimate 
Marriages 
Deaths 


Komber. 


8,588 

201 

1,162 

2,260 


Percentage  of 
Inhabitants. 


4-161 

0-750 
2-419 


The  by  far  largest  proportion  of  all  deaths  was,  as  usual,  caused  by 
diseases  of  the  pulmonary  organs ;  364  persons  died  of  consumption  of 
the  lungs.  Apart  from  the  preyalence  of  these  kinds  of  disease,  the 
town  of  Bremen  and  the  surrounding  country  may  be  considered  a  very 
healthy  place  of  residence.  Epidemics,  even  in  times  when  they  have 
appeared  in  a  very  virulent  form  in  many  other  German  cities,  have 
hardly  ever  attained  a  dangerous  form  here. 

•  As  precise  information  has  not  yet  been  published,  the  above  are  ^ven  in  round 
ntunbers  according  to  reliable  estimates. 
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The  general  prosperity  enjoyed  by  the  iDhabitanttf  of  Bremen  is  a 
well-known  iact,  and  is  moreover  made  evident  to  strangers  who  may 
be  passing  through  this  city,  by  the  thousands  of  neat  and  well-built 
houses  (inhabited  as  a  role,  as  in  England,  by  one  household  only) 
which  form  the  wide  and  pleasant-looking  streets  especially  of  the 
suburban  districts  of  the  town.  The  effects  of  the  late  and  continuing 
depression  of  nearly  all  branches  of  commerce  in  this  and  other  parts 
of  the  world,  have  of  course  made  themselves  felt  in  various  ways 
amongst  the  inhabitants  also  of  this  city,  although  (to  the  outward 
observer  at  least)  not  in  so  severe  a  manner  as  pessimists  affirm.  As 
an  illustration  of  this  fact  may  here  be  cited  a  resolution  passed  at  the 
beginning  of  last  year  by  the  Bremen  Ghamber  of  Citizens,  to  the  effect 
that,  in  view  of  the  quite  alarming  rate  at  which  the  public  houses, 
beershops,  &c.,  appeared  to  be  increasing  in  this  city  (their  number 
amounted  at  that  date  to  one  per  every  130  inhabitants),  the  existing 
rate  of  taxes  levied  upon  thoso  establishments  should  be  raised. 

FopulaUon  of  OUmbwrg. — ^The  census  of  last  December,  taken  in 
the  Grand  Duchy  of  Oldenburg,  which  likewise  forms  a  part  of  this 
consular  district,  resulted  in  the  following  figures  for  the  different 
portions  of  that  State,  viz. : — 

Gra&d-Dooby  of  Oldenbnig. 


Year. 

Oldenbaig 
Pn^r. 

PrindpaUty 
ofLUlHJck. 

Principality 
of  Birkenfeld. 

Total 
Inhabitants. 

1871      ., 
1876      :. 

248,978 
348,424 

84,863 

84,078 

86,128 
87,078 

814,469 
814,680 

The  total  increase  during  the  last  four  years  has  accordingly  been  only 
121  inhabitants. 

Industry. — ^The  extent  of  all  branches  of  industry  within  this 
consular  district,  as  1  have  often  already  observed,  is  necessarily  com- 
paratively speaking  a  limited  one. 

With  regard  in  particular  to  Bremen,  its  isolated  position,  arising 
from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  surrounded  on  all  sides,  excepting 
in  the  direction  of  the  sea,  by  the  frontiers  of  the  German  Customs 
TTnion,  naturally  prevents  any  considerable  development  of  manu- 
facturing industry  lo  this  city.  The  only  manufacturing  establishments 
therefore  which  exist  here  are  those  which  are  directly  connected  with 
the  sea-borne  trade  of  Bremen,  or  which  supply  the  wants  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  town  itself.  A  general  view  ot  the  nature  and  of  the 
importance  of  these  establishments,  and  of  the  extent  of  Bremen 
industry  in  general,  may  be  obtained  by  reference  to  the  following 
table,  which  contains  a  statement  of  the  value  of  the  chief  productions 
of  Bremen  industry  exported  from  hence  during  each  of  tho  years  1878 
and  1874:— 
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Description  of  Artielei. 


Sugar,  refined  

Beer 

Tinegar         

Rice  (peeled  for  re-exportation) 

Cigars  

Cigar  boxes 

Machineiy 

Spirits  and  liqueurs 

Silver  and  other  metaUio-wrongfat  arUoles. 
Miscellaneous  articles         

.    Total 

Or  sterling 


Yaloe. 


1878. 


Mariu, 

951,749 

1,466,811 

280,894 

17,844,794 

8,821,166 

1,816,046 

612,110 

251,767 

144,453 

500,594 


27,580,888 
1,849,529/. 


1871 


Marks. 

957.127 

1,188,804 

275,494 

18,208,118 

8,080,855 

1,574,554 

607,880 

223,998 

100,591 

429,094 


26,586,010 
1,800,785/. 


The  manufacture  of  cigars  which  five-and-twenty  years  ago  afforded 
employment  to  a  large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  town,  has 
since  that  time  greatly  diminished  in  importance,  though  it  still 
represents  one  of  the  chief  branches  of  industry  here.  The  cigars  are 
now  however  manufactured  almost  exdusiyely  by  workm^  in  their 
own  houses,  whilst  the  large  cigar  factories  have  been  remoTcd  from 
Bremen  to  neighbouring  towns,  which  are  situated  within  the  Customs- 
TJnion  frontiers.  A  branch  of  industry  of  some  importance  here  is  tiiat 
consistmg  in  peeling  or  polishing  rice,  which  artidei  as  mentioned 
is  largely  imported  from  tne  East  Indies ;  the  number  of  rice  mills  at 
Bremen  at  present  is  four.  The  manufacturing  of  cigar-boxes,  as  also 
the  refining  of  petroleum,  are  likewise  carried  on  here  to  some  extent, 
and  afford  employment  for  about  350  persons. 

SUfluilding, — ^The  number  of  ships  annually  built  in  the  various 
yards  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  lower  Weser  (i^,^  between  Bremen 
and  Bremerhaven)  and  belonging  to  inhabitants  of  this  State,  of  Prussia, 
and  of  Oldenburg  respectively,  has  decreased  of  late  years.  Whilst 
namely  the  aggregate  number  built  in  1862  was  62  ships  of  20,958 
register  tons,  that  in  1874  was  only  29,  of  12,789  tons.  The  respective 
share  borne  by  each  of  the  three  countries  before  mentioned  was  as 
foUows,  during  some  of  the  past  ten  years : — 


Year. 

In  Bremen  Yards. 

In  Prussian  Yards. 

In  ddenborg  Yaids. 

Ships. 

Tons  Begister. 

Ships. 

Tons  Begister. 

Ships. 

Tons  Begister. 

1864 
1868 
1871 
1874 

17 
24 
21 
14 

9,444 
5,868 
8,801 
6,417 

8 
8 
2 
2 

2,562 
2,076 
1,275 
2,022 

24 
84 
14 
18 

6,798 
6,820 
4,482 
4,850 

The  first  iron  sailing  vessel  built  at  Bremen  was  saccessfully  launched 
last  summer  from  the  establishment  of  the  Shipbuilding  Company 
"Weser".  Iron  steamers  (of  a  small  class)  have  dready  been  Duilt 
in  greater  number  by  this  company,  both  for  private  account  and  for 
the  use  of  the  German  navy.    The  construction  of  three  iron-plated 
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mnbmiixi,  lately  ordered  by  the  German  Admiralty,  #a8  commenced 
mat  year. 

V. — ^PUBLin  WORKB. 

Whilit  it-  it  doubtleBS  aatisfactory  to  be  able  to  note  the  farther 
pro&ireu  made  last  ^r  in  the  building  of  railways,  harbours,  and  other 
wonro  connected  witli  commerdal  interests  in  this  district,  it  must  be 
acknowledged  with  regret  that  this  derelopment  of  these  most  important 
means  for  facilitating  and  attracting  traffic  of  all  kinds  was  accompanied 
by  a  more  or  less  general  decline  in  the  extent  of  traffic  itself. 

BaUways, — ^The  changes  which  hare  taken  place  during  the  last 
twelve  months  in  the  net  of  railways  within  this  consular  district,  t.^., 
in  that  portion  of  North-western  Germany  which  lies  between  the 
Dutch  frontier  and  the  river  Weser,  are  as  follows : — 

(1.)  On  January  1st,  1876,  the  entire  extent  of  the  ^'  Hamburg- 
Bremen-OsnabrfLck-Yenlft "  railway  was  opened  for  general  traffic. 
Hie  prominent  importance  of  this  line  (which  belongs  to  the  Oologne- 
Hinaen  Company)  has  already  been  pointed  out  by  me  in  former 
reports.  CoYinectine  on  the  one  hand  in  a  straight  line  the  two  chief 
commercial  cities  of  Northern  Germany  with  each  other,  and  more 
especially  with  tho  extensive  industrial  districts  of  Westphalia  and 
Shenish  Prussia,  this  railway  has  on  the  other  hand  diminished  the 
distance  to  be  traversed  in  a  journey  between  the  two  German  towns 
mentioned,  and  London  or  Fans.  On  the  completion  of  the  projected 
line  from  Yenl6  to  Paris,  this  distance,  as  regards  the  French  capital, 
will  be  lessened  still  flirther. 

(2.)  The  continuation  of  the  "Bremen-Brake"  railway,  vi2.,  to 
Nordenhamm,  was  completed  last  summer.  Nordenhamm  is  a  villaffe 
situated  (in  the  Grana  Duchy  of  Oldenburg)  on  the  left  bank  of  ^e 
Weser,  about  opposite  to  Breroerhaven,  the  convenient  position  of  the^ 
place,  and  the  considerable  depth  of  the  river  (thirty  fbet  at  low  water)^ 
together  with  the  prospect,  now  an  accomplisbed  fact,  of  connecting 
it  with  the  neighbouring  part  of  Brake,  and  consequently  with  the 
entire  net  of  German  railway  lines,  have  induced  the  Oldenburg 
Government  to  construct  docks,  piers,  and  other  harbour  works  at 
Nordenhamm,  in  the  hope  of  making  it  in  course  of  time  a  flourishing 
seaport  which  might  for  instance  be  used  iu  particular  for  the  export 
trade  of  Oldenburg  cattle  to  Great  Britain,  in  preference  to  Bremer- 
haven  and  Geestemiinde. 

(8.)  The  link  yet  wanting  for  providing  the  shortest  possible  railway 
communication  between  Bremen  (vid.  Oldenburg)  ana  the  north  of 
Holland,  that  is  to  say,  a  bridge  across  the  Ems  near  the  town  of  Leer, 
which  would  connect  the  Dutch  with  the  German  railway  system,  will, 
it  is  said,  be  constructed  in  the  course  of  the  present  year.  After  com- 
pletion of  this  work,  it  would  be  quite  practicable  to  establish  a  direct 
communication  between  Zhidand,  vi4  North  Holland,  and  Bremen,  and 
further  to  Hamburg  and  the  north  of  Europe,  which  route  might  be 
then  made  the  shortest  of  all  between  London  and  North  Germany. 

Loeal  Works. — ^The  long-projected  central  railway  terminus  in  this 
town  will,  it  appears,  not  be  built  for  the  present,  in  view  partly  of  the 
unfavourable  state  of  the  Bremen  finances,  and  partly  of  the  impossi- 
bility of  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  understanding  with  the  several 
railway  companies  who  would  have  to  contribute  a  proportionate  share 
of  the  expenses. 

The  extensive  third  dock  at  Bremerfaaven  will  be  completed,  it  is 
hoped,  in  the  course  of  the  current  year.  One  portion  of  the  same  has 
amady  been  opened  for  the  use  of  snipping. 
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A  third  iron  bridge  across  the  river  Weser,  connecting  the  central 
parts  of  the  town  of  Bremen  on  either  side  of  the  water,  was  opened  in 
spring. 

A  lar^  edifice  is  in  course  of  erection  in  the  centre  of  this  town 
which  is  mtended  for  the  use  of  the  Bremen  Post  Office.  The  erection 
of  several  long-projected  buildings,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  more 
suitable  localities  tor  various  public  offices  and  courts  of  law,  is  still 
deferred  by  the  Bremen  Oovemment  in  view  of  the  unfavourable  state 
of  the  city  finances. 

YI.  Gbkebal  Bemasks. 

Staie  JtiiaiioM.— The  state  budget  recently  submitted  to  the  Bremen 
Chamber  of  Citizens  shows  that  the  finances  of  this  free  city  at  the  pre-  • 
sent  moment  cannot  be  said  to  be  in  a  satisfactonr  condition.  In  order  to 
balance  the  receipts  and  the  expenditure  an  additional  sum  is  required, 
amounting  to  nearly  150,000^  This  deficit  is  to  be  made  up  by  extra- 
ordinary taxes,  or  by  an  increase  of  several  of  the  existing  taxes,  viz., 
of  the  income-tax,  the  tax  on  ground-rent,  and  that  on  house-rent. 
The  filling  off  in  the  receipts  is  chiefly  due  to  a  considerable  decrease 
in  the  revenue  from  the  State  railways,  and  this  decrease  again  is,  of 
course,  owing  to  the  depressed  condition  of  commerce. 

jBelaH(m8  to  Gferwum  OmUmt  Union. — ^A  further  portion  of  the 
territory  of  this  free  city,  viz.,  the  town  of  Yegesack  (on  the  Weser), 
and  a  part  of  the  south-eastern  suburb  of  Bremen  itself,  was  incorpo- 
rated mto  the  Oerman  customs  union  hist  year ;  so  lAiat  the  extent  of 
territory  which  continues  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  a  free  port  has 
become  more  limited  even  than  it  was  heretofore.  The  prospect,  how- 
ever, of  the  entire  State  of  Bremen  being  included  within  the  frontiers 
of  the  customs  union,  does  not  appear  io  be  any  nearer  than  it  was  a 
year  ago,  inasmuch  as  the  majori^  of  opinions  amonsst  the  mercantQe 
classes  here  is  still  stronglv  opposed  to  such  a  step  oeing  taken,  and, 
notwithstanding  many  evid^it  disadvantages  which  arise  firom  the 
maintenance  of  the  present  state  of  things,  is  disinclined  to  part  with 
the  old  established  commercial  freedom  of  this  port. 

Trade  Marhi. — ^The  new  G^erman  law  for  the  protection  of  marks  of 
trade  and  manufactures  (referred  to  in  my  report  for  1874)  came  into 
force  on  the  1st  of  May  last.  Besides  containing  the  requisite  pro- 
visions regarding  registration  and  other  formalities  which  are  required 
to  be  performed  at  the  office  of  the  Central  Tribune  of  Commerce  at 
Leipzig,  this  law  enacts,  that  foreigners  who  are  natives  of  states  in 
which  reciprocity  is,  or  shall  be,  granted  to  German  subjects,  shall 
enjoy  the  same  rights  and  privileges  with  regard  to  the  protection  of 
their  trade  marks  as  Germans  themselves,  providing  that  such  foreigners 
shall  have  fulfilled  the  provisions  of  the  German  law  referred  to. 

International  Maritime  Code. — ^Tbe  Bremen  Chamber  of  Commerce 
(beinff  deputed  by  a  conference  of  delegates  from  German  seaports  and 
inland  commercial  cities)  addressed  some  time  aeo  to  the  Federal 
Council  of  the  German  Empire  a  memorial  in  ifhich  the  latter  was 
requested  to  take  the  initiative  towards  establishing  by  means  of  nego- 
tiations with  other  governments  an  international  maritime  commeroal 
code. 

In  this  memorial  reference  was  made  to  the  efforts  already  made  in 
the  same  direction  in  the  years  1860, 1862,  and  1864,  by  meetings  of 
British  and  other  legal  authorities  held  respectively  at  Glasgow,  London, 
and  York ;  which  efforts  however,  as  is  well  known,  were  not  followed 
by  any  practical  results.    It  was  further  observed,  that  experience  h&s 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BBElfSK-BBBH££HA.TEN.  801 

BhowBi  that,  amongst  the  measures  adapted  for  deyelopms;  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  different  places,  none  can  be  considered  more  conducive 
towards  such  purpose  than  a  uniform  system  of  laws  for  regulating 
this  intercourse;  that  the  German  Government  has  already  upon 
several  occasions  given  evident  proofs  of  being  penetrated  by  the 
correctness  of  this  principle,  and  that,  if  the  same  is  admitted  to  be  a 
sound  one  as  regards  its  effect  upon  commercial  land  traffic  of  a  local 
or  national  character,  it  must  be  regarded  as  equally,  or  even  more, 
anplicable  to  the  regulation  of  international  relations,  and  in  particular 
01  the  maritime  commercial  intercourse  amongst  the  different  seafaring 
nations  of  the  world.  That  the  necessity  moreover  which  (as  toe 
memorialists  considered)  calls  for  the  introduction  of  a  private  mari* 
time  code  of  laws,  in  view  of  the  great  diversity  amongst  the  legal 
enactments  in  force  at  present  in  different  states,  is  rendered  all  the 
more  urgent  by  the  annually  increasing  development  of  commercial 
interests  in  all  civilized  countries. 

The  German  !b'ederal  Council  in  its  answer  to  this  memorial 
expressed  its  general  concurrence  with  the  views  put  forth  by  the 
Bremen  Cham&r  of  Commerce;  it  admitted  in  particular,  that  the 
want  of  harmony  existing  at  present  in  the  most  important  principles 
of  private  law  of  different  states  which  are  frequently  brought  to  bear 
upon  maritime  commerce,  cannot  but  act  unfavourably  upon  the  inte- 
rests of  all  persons  concerned  therein.  But  whilst  assenting  to  the 
general  tendencv  of  the  views  expressed  in  the  memorial,  the  Federal 
Council  felt  itself  compelled  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  memorialists 
to  the  extraordinary  difficulties  standing  in  the  way  of  the  execution  of 
a  project  which,  as  they  proposed,  was  to  consist  in  the  introduction  of 
a  comprehensive  code  of  laws  for  all  nations.  Considering  the  pro- 
found manner  in  which  the  introduction  of  such  a  measure  would 
affect  the  legal  systems  ot  most  countries,  and  the  great  disinclination 
evinced  on  recent  occasions  by  the  IcRislative  authorities  of  many 
states  against  departing  from  established  legal  principles,  the  Federal 
Coimcil  (setting  aside  the  consideration  of  other  reasons)  was  of 
opinion,  that  au  undertaking  of  such  magnitude  and  with  such  far- 
reaching  effects  could  not  be  carried  out  with  any  prospects  of  success. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  the  Federal  authorities  expressed 
their  belief  that  it  would  be  possible,  by  means  of  an  interchange 
of  ideas,  and  by  the  opening  of  negotiations  between  the  chief 
seafaring  states,  to  arrive  at  a  mutual  understanding  r^arding  the 
settlement  of  some  of  the  most  important  points  of  private  maritime 
law. 

In  pursuance  to  this  opinion  the  German  Government,  assisted  by 
competent  legal  authorities,  is  now  engaged  in  drawing  up  a  statement 
which  is  to  form  the  basis  of  negotiations  for  establishmg  an  inter- 
national agreement  concerning  those  principles  of  private  maritime  law, 
the  uniform  regulation  of  which  appears  to  oe  of  prominent  importance 
for  the  maritime  commercial  interests  of  the  civilized  world. 

Oerman  Free  Trade  FoUcy, — ^The  approaching  period  of  the  expira- 
tion of  several  commercial  treaties  concluded  about  ten  years  ago 
between  the  leading  European  powers,  as  well  as  the  continuance  of 
the  more  or  less  unsatisfactory  condition  of  commerce  and  industry  in 
most  countries  of  the  world,  has  lately  aroused  the  political  economists 
of  all  parties  and  nations  into  unusual  activity.  The  manifold  points 
touching  tariff  reforms  and  other  measures  connected  with  commercial 
policy  which  will  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  govern- 
ments of  the  di&rent  states,  i)reparatory  to  the  conclusion  of  new 
treaties  of  commerce  or  navigation,  have  rendered  both  protectionists 
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and  ftea-traden  in  Germany,  at  elsewhere^  alite  to  the  neoessitj  of 
speedily  taking  measures  for  impressing  their  Tiews  and  wishes  upon 
tne  attention  of  all  classes  of  the  population,  as  well  as  upon  the 
GoFemment  itself. 

The  expression  of  opinions  in  Germany  for  and  against  the  main- 
tenance or  development  of  liberal  ooromercial  principles  found  vent  last 
^ear  in  the  considerable  agitation  which  took  place  regarding  the 
im|>ending  abolition  on  January  Ist,  1877,  of  the  German  import  duties 
on  iron  and  iron  manufactures. 

The  spirit  of  protectionist  reaction  which  has  been  growing  up  in 
the  course  of  the  two  last  yews  in  this  country,  and  more  especially 
amongst  the  industrial  classes  of  Western  Germany,  has  been  nurtured 
by  the  continued  depression  in  many  branches  of  manufacturing  in-  . 
dustry  in  those  districts.  The  doubtless  rerj  unfavourable  state 
in  particular  of  the  Gtorman  iron  industiy  (which  has  succeeded  to 
the  late  period  of  extraordinary  prosperity),  accordingly  caused  tiie 
iKrotectionists  last  year  to  make  renewed  exertions  for  prevailing  upon 
the  German  Government  and  the  Imperial  Parliament  to  withdniw, 
or  at  least  to  defer,  the  intended  measure  regarding  the  abolition 
of  the  said  duties,  whilst  the  free  trade  party  in  this  country,  on 
the  otiier  hand,  energetically  opposed  the  idea  of  taking  such  a  retro- 
grade step. 

After  due  consideration  of  the  question  in  its  present  and  prospec- 
tive bearings  upon  the  interests  of  industry  and  commerce,  the  German 
Gbvemment  (as  may  possibly  be  remembered)  stated  to  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  that  it  could  not  find  sufficient  reasons  for  depaarting  from 
the  line  of  commercial  policy  pursued  by  it  since  establishment  of  the 
North  Gtorman  Confederation  (in  1866),  and  that  it  accordingly  in- 
tended to  stand  by  the  measure  of  abolishing  the  iron  duties  in  the 
year  1877,  as  decided  upon  by  the  German  Parliament  two  years  ago. 

The  views  expressed  by  the  Federal  Government  on  this  subject 
Were  based  upon  a  detailed  statistical  review  of  the  comparative  extent 
of  the  production,  exportation,  and  importation  of  GOrman  and  foreign 
iron  in  this  country  auring  late  years.  In  referring  to  these  statistics, 
the  Government  pointed  out  tlio  fact  that  the  reductions  which  have 
been  made  upon  several  occasions  in  the  course  of  the  last  twelve 

rrs  in  the  rates  of  duty  on  iron  and  iron  manufactures  imported 
Gka*many  do  not  by  any  means  appear  to  have  had  the  effect 
prophesied  upon  each  of  those  occasions  by  many  persons  (and  now 
agam  repeatiMl),  that  such  a  measure  would  cause  the  GOrman  market 
to  be  flooded  with  foreign  iron,  and  that  the  interests  of  GOrman  iron 
industry  would  be  ruinously  affected ;  that  reliable  information  had, 
on  the  contrary,  proved  that  these  reductions  have  not  caused  any 
considerable  nse  in  foreign  importations,  but,  during  the  very 
period  in  which  the  ratos  of  import  had  been  diminished  £rom  time 
to  time,  both  the  production  and  exportation  of  GOrman  iron  had 
increased  in  a  very  remarkable  degree.  With  regard  to  the  compara- 
tive decfine  in  the  extent  of  production  and  exportation  during  1874 
(and  doubtless  likewise  in  1875),  the  German  Government  considered 
that  this  decrease  cannot  be  said  to  have  arisen  from  the  effect  produced 
by  a  reduction  in  tiie  rates  of  duty,  but  ttom  the  generally  un&vourable 
infimence  of  the  temporary  crisis  in  most  branches  of  industry  and  com- 
merce whidi  has  prevailed  during  the  two  last  years  in  most  parts  of 
the  w<nAd.  Though  greatly  deploring  the  suffering  condition  of  the 
German  iron  industry,  the  Government  could  not  regard  the  same  as  a 
^id  reason  for  deferring  a  measure  which  is  not  merely  in  accordance 
with  the  ptinciplaB  of  commercial  poUoy  hitherto  anceessfully  main- 
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tained  by  it,  but  which  has  long  been  desired  by  a  larjB;e  portion  of  the 
population  of  Germany,  and  more  particularly  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
eastern  parts  of  the  empire  whose  interests  suffer  most  under  a  pro- 
tective import  tariff. 

The  views  of  the  Government  having  been  adopted  by  a  considerable 
majority  of  vote9  in  the  German  Parliament  last  December,  the  entire 
abolition  of  the  import  duties  on  iron  and  iron  manufactures  will 
accordingly  take  place  on  the  1st  of  January,  1877. 

Bremen-Bremerhaven,  January  80, 1876. 
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Report  hy  Vtce-Ooneul  Humbert  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Sreslau 
for  the  Tear  1875. 

The  trade  of  Breslau  as  well  as  that  of  the  whole  province  of  Silesia 
has  been  verf  bad  in  the  year  1875,  and  there  is  in  &ct  not  one  single 
branch  in  which  it  has  been  good. 

When  the  war  with  ^ance  in  1871  was  over,  trade  became 
very  brisk  in  1872  and  1873,  and  the  consequence  was  that  all 
manufacturing  establishments  produced  much  more  than  they  would 
haye  done  under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  that  tradesmen  who 
import  foreign  goods  imported  on  the  whole  much  more  than  they 
ought  to  have  done.  The  trade  in  1875  now  has  suffered  because  the 
demand  decreased  rapidly,  and  because  the  great  over-productions  and 
the  great  imports  from  foreign  countries  weighed  heavily  upon  the 
market ;  and  the  depression  in  the  value  of  all  goods  raised  again  the 
value  of  money. 

The  coal  and  iron  trade  has  been  very  slack  even  at  low  prices,  and 
the  interests  at  slake  in  the  latter  have  done  all  they  could  to  induce 
the  Government  to  alter  the  already  passed  law  again  that  the  duty  on 
iron  is  to  be  entirely  abolished  on  January  1st,  1877.  As  is  sufficiently 
known  the  German  Government  has  not  listened  to  this,  and  the  duty 
on  iron,  machinery,  &c.  will  be  abolished  on  1st  January  next. 

The  wool  trade  has  been  slack  too,  and  in  fact  the  Breslau  wool 
market  has  lost  the  g^reat  importance  which  it  usod  to  have  in  past 
years.  Australia  and  other  countries  are  in  a  position  to  supply 
cheaper  wool  than  Silesia  can,  and  the  consequence  is  that  the  numoer 
of  sheep  in  Silesia  has  decreased  very  much  of  late  years. 

The  harvest  has  been  very  middling  in  Silesia, in  1875,  and  on 
account  of  excessive  rain  during  the  harvest  most  of  the  com  is  grown 
out  and  of  very  inferior  quality. 

Besides  the  last  bad  harvest  the  farmers  in  Silesia  are  in  a  bad 
position  in  so  faj*  as  they  cannot  afford  on  account  of  the  comparative 
high  prices  of  the  land  here  to  sell  their  produce  as  cheap  as  Galida, 
Hungary,  Eussia,  &c.,  can ;  and  the  great  railway  companies  interested 
in  the  eastern  trade  increase  the  difficulties  of  our  farmers  by  allowing 
"low  through  rate's"  ivom  great  distances  which  they  will  not  take 
anything  like  so  low  inland. 

The  sugar  manufactories  in  Silesia  are  working  the  present  campaign 
with  heavy  losses,  which  are  estimated  at  about  Ss.  a  cwt.  on  account 
of  the  low  price  of  sugar ;  and  whether  profit  or  loss,  the  sugar  beet 
once  fought  (and  as  it  generally  is  beforehand)  must  be  worked  up. 

The  manufactories  of  spirits  (spiritus)  which  is  mostly  made  out  of 
potatoes,  are  working,  if  not  with  loss,  at  least  scarcely  with  a  profit, 
on  account  of  the  low  price,  and  in  this  article  Russia  has  entered  the 
market  too  as  a  sharp  competitor  principally  through  the  port  of 
Hamburg  for  the  export  trade. 

Of  rulway  material  works  different  large  establishments  have  been 
completely  shut  up,  and  all  others  are  working;  with  but  few  hands. 

General  machinery  establishments  are  m  the  same  position  as 
above. 
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The  import  of  agricultural  macbinerj  from  England  has  been 
greatly  reduced  too  last  year,  and  as  well  that  of  all  other  articles  of 
trade. 

All  manufacturing  establishments  not  named  above  are  working 
with  as  few  hands  as  they  can,  and  the  whole  state  of  trade  is  in  one 
word  that  of  great  depression. 

Bseslau,  January  14, 1876. 
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CUXHAVEN. 

Bepori  hf  Viee^Chnsul  Meden  on  the  l}rade  and  Ckmmeree  rf  Ckuiihaveii 
far  ike  Year  1876. 

Ths  new  harbour  works  as  well  aa  the  railroads  to  Hamburg  and 
Bremerhaven  not  yet  having  been  finished,  it  must  be  repeated  that  the 
port  of  Cuxhaven  is  still  merely  of  importance  as  a  port  of  refuge  for 
vessels  in  distress  or  seeking  shelter  against  northerly  and  westerly 
gales,  as  well  as  for  those  prevented  by  ice  from  proceeding  up  the 
river  Mbe  to  Hambm^. 

Cuxhaven  is  a  perfectly  free  port  without  any  harbour  dues,  vessels 
entering  and  leaving  the  port  not  being  subject  to  any  formalities. 

Shippiko  aot)  Navioatiok. 

SMpping. — From  Great  Britain  four  British  vessels  and  eighteen 
small  German  vessels  brought  here  cargoes  of  coals ;  one  Norwegian 
and  one  Dutch  vessel  landed  here  cargoes  of  timber  from  Norway ;  all 
the  numerous  other  vessels,  amounting  in  1875  to  about  1,000,  put  in 
here  only  wind-bound,  for  shelter,  wanting  repairs,  &c.  About  660 
small  coasting  vessels,  coming  principally  from  Hamburg,  brought  here 
cargoes  of  goods  for  the  use  of  the  population,  or  materials  for  the 

Soi^,  &c. ;  and  about  700  North  Sea  fishing  ci^fits  put  into  this  port 
uring  the  year  1875. 

Forte  and  Harbours. — An  amount  of  about  10,000  marks,  or  about 
600Z.  sterling,  was  laid  out  on  the  quays  and  harbour  works  of  the 
present  old  Cuxhaven  harbour  in  the  year  1875.  The  expenses  of  the 
steam-dredging  machines  in  the  harbour  in  1875  amounted  to  about 
86,000  manes,  or  about  1,800Z.  sterling;  and  the  disbursements  for 
maintaining  the  stone  breakwaters  and  the  works  along  the  shore  of 
the  river  Elbe  in  this  district  have  been  about  182,000  marks,  or  about 
6,600Z.  sterling. 

UTew  JELarSmr  Works. — The  new  harbour  works  of  Cuxhaven  made 
no  progress  during  the  year  1875 ;  in  fact,  nothing  else  than  keeping 
everything  ready  to  re-commence  the  works  at  any  time  appears  to 
have  been  done,  there  being  no  certainty  whether  the  Cuxhaven  Bail- 
way,  Steamship,  and  BEarbour  Company  will  be  able  to  finish  the 
harbour  works  or  not. 

Lights  and  Lighthouses. — ^In  the  lights  and  lighthouses  on  the  shore 
of  the  river  Elbe  in  this  district  no  alteration  has  been  inade  in  1875 ; 
a  three-masted  light-vessel,  however,  has  been  laid  out  in  the  channel 
since  the  15th  of  November,  to  the  northward  of  the  Kugel  beacon, 
between  the  black  buoy  L  and  the  white  buoy  No.  •^. 

This  light-vessel  is  painted  red,  shows  during  the  day  a  black 
balloon,  and  at  night  a  white  light  in  the  maintop. 

The  light-vessel  will  be  kept  there  for  the  winter  months,  and  ships 
may  pass  the  same  safely  on  both  sides. 

TbADE  AJn>  OOMHIBOS. 

Mfports.—BLoeft  a  quantity  of  about  950  bullocks  and  120  sheep 
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shipped  to  Hamburg  in  small  coasting  vessels,  and  a  small  lot  of  about 
1,500  quarters  of  grain,  likewise  for  the  greater  part  for  Hamburg, 
there  were  no  exports  from  Ouxhaven  in  1875. 

Itftparis, — From  Great  Britain  the  imporcs  in  1875  amounted  to 
about  170  keels  of  coals.  From  Norway  two  cargoes  of  timber  were 
imported  here  this  year,  one  by  a  Dutch  and  the  other  by  a  Norwegian 
yessel.  The  other  imports  by  small  crafbs  consisted  nearly  entirely  of 
goods  for  the  use  of  the  population  of  this  district. 

Market  Prices  qf  Chads, — Com  and  grain  are  the  only  goods  of 
which  prices  can  be  quoted  in  this  consular  district.  The  following  ia 
a  return  of  the  prices  of  the  several  kinds  of  com  and  grain,  of  pota- 
toes, and  other  agricultural  produce  at  the  port  of  Guxhaven  in  the 
year  1876:— 


Prioei  Free  on  Boaid. 

Names  and  OualittM 
of  AitldM. 

In  Foreign  Money  and  per  Foreign 
Meaoore. 

Bate  of  Exchange  and  per 

Meaaorea. 

Lowest 
Prices. 

?fisr 

Measures. 

Lowest 
Prices. 

S£f 

Wbeafci  ordinanr      ... 
Bye           „ 
Bapeteed   ,.           «.. 
Beam        „ 
Oata          „ 
Barley        „ 
PMatoei    „ 

2,00011m. 

It 

11 
201&e8. 

M&riu.    p. 

188       00 
ISO       00 
270       00 
l&O       00 
164       00 
172       00 
0       90 

Hailu.    p. 

210       00 
164       00 
aoo      00 

186       00 

184       00 

204       00 

1        60 

Qoarten. 
II 
II 
II 
II 

Bn&el. 

£«.    d. 

1  17    7 

1  10    0 

2  14  0 
1  10  0 
1  12  0 
1  14  6 
0    I    2 

«    9.   <f. 

2    2    0 
1  12    9 
S    0    0 
1  17    S 

1  16    9 

2  0    9 
0    2    0 

NoTi.~Shipplng  charges  per  quarter  4<f .  sterling. 

Operation  of  Tariff, — ^Although  there  was  a  report  that  our  harbour 
would  be  included  in  the  German  Zollverein,  the  old  Cuxhaven  harbour 
itself,  as  well  as  the  quays,  houses,  and  stores  near  the  quays,  are  still 
free  of  customs,  but  the  boroughs  of  Eitzebiittel  a.nd  Cuxharen  belong 
to  the  Zollverein  territory. 

The  quantity  of  goods  entered  and  cleared  at  the  custom-house  was 
small,  about  the  same  as  in  1874,  owing  principally  to  the  works  of  the 
new  Guxhaven  harbour  and  railways  not  haying  been  continued  this 
year. 

The  quantity  of  c^oods  entered  in  1875  at  the  custom-house  from 
foreign  or  German  pkces  not  belonging  to  the  Zollverein  amounted  to 
about  28,000  cwt.,  of  which  about  6,800  cwt.  were  subject  to  customs, 
an  amount  of  about  34,000  marks,  or  about  1,700/.  sterling,  beinff 
levied  on  the  same.  Amongst  these  goods  there  was  about  800  cwt.  of 
British  iron  and  ironware,  and  about  160  tons  of  British  cotton  or 
woollen  goods. 

Agbioultttbe. 

Noitwre  and  Yield  of  drop, — The  produce  in  this  consular  district 
consists  of  small  quantities  of  wheat,  rye,  oats,  barley,  beans,  rapeseed, 
andpotatoes. 

The  crop  in  1876  was  of  good  Quality,  but  a  small  one ;  rapeseed 
was  lost  entirely;  of  wheat,  oats,  oarley,  and  beans  there  was  just 
sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  population ;  but  considerable  lots  of  rye 
and  of  potatoes  had  to  be  imported. 
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ForuLAXias  asd  IimirenaBS. 


FopulaHon.—The  result  of  tbe  oeiiBiiA  of  tbe  Ist  of  December,  1876, 
shows  an  increaae  of  tibe  )popiilati(m  of  522  touls  coBipved  to  the  last 
census  of  187L  In  the  borough  of  CuxhaTen  there  are  now  2^51,  BXid 
in  the  boiouf  h  of  Bitsebiittel  1,865,  and  in  the  TilUges  2^82,  in  all 
f (»r  the  wh(ue  Hamburg  teiritory  of  BitBebiittel,  6^898  inhabitants* 
against  6,376  in  1871.  Soldiers  and  sailors  on  board  the  vessds  in 
port  not  included. 

PUBLIO  WOEKS. 

Bailf9d, — ^The  new  raalzoad  fifom  OuzhaTen  to  Stade,  €<mneefced 
with  the  Sfcade-Harburg  railroad,  is  still  in  the  same  state  as  last  year, 
no  pBogress  having  been  nuide  in  1875. 

TeUgraph  and  Time-hall. — In  connection  with  the  telegraph  station 
a  time-ball  has  been  erected  here  on  the  ^uaj  of  the  old  Cuzhaven 
harboor,  in  latitude  58^  52'  north,  and  lon^ude  8''  43t  east  of  Qreen- 
wich,  the  time-bail  filling  since  the  20th  of  October,  1875,  twice  everj 
day;  &aA  at  noon,  Cnznaiven  mean  time,  and  again  aft  noon,  Green- 
wich mean  time. 

QjEHHiKAL  BeHASIB. 

Ike  effects  ef  the  ice  and  currents  on  the  foundations  laid  for  a 
fort  on  Ghelbsand  at  the  entrance  of  the  Biver  Elbe  have  been  mch 
that  during  the  summer  the  works  were  removed  as  flu  as  possible,  the 
plan  of  erecting  a  fort  on  Gelbsand  appacentl^  ha;fd«g  been  given  «^ 

The  want  oi  a  public  hospital  for  seaman  in  CuxhaTen  having  ^an 
often  complained  of  during  the  winter  aeason,  when  the  harbour  is  full 
of  ships,  the  Hamburg  Government  has  been  induced  to  cause  a 
hospital  to  be  erected  near  the  harbour ;  the  buildings  were  oomf^Bted 
last  autumn,  but  have  not  yet  been  fitted  up  for  the  purpose. 

Cuzhaven,  Janwaiy  24^  187S. 
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Fr^Ummaty  Mtjfmi  iy  VioB-Ckmul  JSrug$  on  ik$  !Sfmds  Ml  dmmeree 
if  JkmUAgJhr  ihe  'Xear  1875. 

Iki  jeftF  1875  may  \b  termtd  an  uuBucoessf  vl  one  isst  all  those  who 
^at  in  vsf  ^ay  aogaged  in  <K)Bi«ierce  or  industry,  or  who  are  relying 
<m  returns  from  investments  which  are  subject  io  fluetuations  arising 
tirtugh  fimandal  or  political  aituatiooa* 

7here  lias  been  tkunost  thvougbont  ttie  year  a  heavinesB  apid  a  want 
ci  eopfidooeo  fer  a  lighter  iBtea^cfiate  futive  in  nearly  aU  tho  different 
bmnches  of  comnjeroe*  and  m  very  poor  f  respect  indeed  for  that  iialiye 
indiurtacy  wihich  began  to  assume  sucH  laq|;e  projKnrtions  mwx  after  |bhe 
Ilnvico-German  war.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  fnanoial  £Etc)ities, 
tlie  mcertaintf  of  the  poUtieal  sitaation  in  the  mi«[dl^  of  the  ^lear, 
<!enibined  with  the  dack  densitnd  at  low  prices  for  the  «ta[^  artidap  of 
tUf  place — wheat  and  timber — ^bave  retanded  s peculative  evtorpriae  luid 
exports,  and  the  year  dosefi  with  a  hvrge  steck  oa  haad. 

SsiPriVe  A^TD  NATIftATIOK. 

Seorgoina  Shipa. — ^The  number  of  shipi^  whether  sailing  yesseb  or 
steamers,  which  arnved  in,  or  sailed  fron^  vhe  port  respectively  in  the 
course  of  l^e  year  1875,  wbs  as  follows  :-•- 
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ArrivdU.^lfi&^  ships  of  525,264  tons  of  1,000  kilos. 
D&paHur^.—lfliJS  ships  of  617,555  tons  of  1,000  kilos. 
Distributing  the  ships  which  arrived  according  to  their  nationality^ 
the  following  result  appears : — 


IJTatiimalify. 

Indnding— 

Namber  of 
Ships. 

Tonnage  in 

Tons  of 
1,000  Kilos. 

Steamers. 

Tons. 

Qeriiian 

British 

Austrian 

American     •  • 

Belgian        .. 

Danish 

Trench 

Dutch 

Konregian   .. 

Swedish       .. 

Bnsuan 

118 
146 

•  • 

*5 

19 

17 
9 

20 
8 

44,704 
115,196 

•  • 

4,818 
12,947 

6,850 

4,564 

8,811 

602 

919 

385 

2 

4 

5 

118 

14 

126 

70 

72 

9 

268,988 

152,886 

1,177 

2,804 

4,818 

27,417 

1^987 

21,667 

22,582 

17,924 

2,519 

Total.. 

887 

198,487 

1,669 

525,264 

Ifnjpotis, — Of  the  1,669  ships  which  arrived  at  this  port,  775  ships 
came  irom  the  United  Kingdom  with  the  following  cargoes  (exclusive 
of  eleven  ships  in  ballast  and  four  ships  in  distress) : — 

Number. 

liisoellaneoQS  goods 73 

Salt 68 

Iron,  all  kinds          85 

Slate  and  bricks        18 

Pitchandtar 8 

Coals  and  coke         466 

Herrings        ••         *•         ••         •.         ••         ..  85 

Cement  and  sundries          12 


As  compared  with  the  year  1874,  there  appears  an  increase  of  nine 
cargoes  of  imports  to  this  pnort  in  1875,  but  the  actual  value  of  such 
increase  can  only  be  ascertained  when  the  official  statistics  will  be  made 
public 

JSxparii. — Of  the  Ifi4i5  ships  which  have  cleared  out  in  1875,  642 
ships  were  bound  for  the  United  Kingdom,  and  which  (exclusive  of 
four  ships  in  ballast)  took  the  following  cargoes  :— 

Nnmber. 

Grain  and  seeds       229 

Grain  and  goods 84 

Timber         ••        942 

Timber  and  goods 18 

Oil 2 

Holaaws        1 

Bones ..        ••        ••  12 

Owing  to  the  good  harvest  in  this  country,  as  well  as  in  Poland,  in 
^he  year  1871^  the  export  of  wheat  has,  notwithstanding  the  low  prices 
ruling  in  the  English  markets,  considerably  snrpaiMd  that  of  the 
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j^roTious  year,  both  m  to  tambeat  io£  b$atgom  aad  a|  to  quantity,  as  the 
loUowing  figures  will  show : — 

NnMBEB  of  Shipd  elearcfd  with  Qtma  Cargoes  to  th*  United  Kingdom. 


1874. 

1876. 

OnuA  and  seeds                  •« 
OitttnuMlg«e48       

107 
48 

229 
84 

Tetal 

150 

268 

The  total  quantity  of  grain  and  seeds  exported  during  the  year 
187d  amounts  to  160,695  tons,  against  121,223  tons  exported  during 
the  year  1874,  thus  showing  a  surplus  of  39,472  tons  for  the  year 
1875. 

The  export  of  wheat  alone  in  1875  amounted  te  143^508  tons. 
The  stock  of  wheat  ultimo  December,  1875,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  three  yeafs  was  as  follows : 

Tons.    . 

1876        :       28,627 

1874        ..        2,287 

1878        ..        6,600 

m2 ..         ..       1%740 

Tods. 

By  adding  the  export  of  wheat  in  1875,  Tib 148y508 

To  the  stock  held  nltimo  Deeember,  1876,  viz. .       •  •    .    •  •       28,627    . 

ItgivesatMalof         167,185 

Leas  stoek  taken  over  from  the  year  1874 2,287 

Represents  the  quantity  brought  to  this  maiket  in  1875    .  •     164,898 

Timber, — ^In  consequence  of  the  diminished  demand  tor  timber  and 
the  low  prices  ruling  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  elsewhere,  the  export 
of  this  staple  article  has  been  far  lower  in  1875  than  in  the  previous 
year. 

ExpoBTB  of  Timber  to  all  European  Countries. 

GaigoeB. 

1875 ..        ..        ..      »71 

1874 1,252 

Of  these  were  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom  s 

Csigoas. 

1876 842 

M74...      ...      ...      ...      ...      ..        ..      485 

which  giv^  1^  deficiency  in  1875  of  281  cacgoes  to  all  European 
countries,  or  143  cargoes  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

It  is  also><!hiefly  owing  to  the  decline  in  the  export  of  timber  that 
the  shipping  with  .this  port  haa  been  less  aptive.than  in  thsi  year  1874,, 
otherwise  a  great  increase,  particularly  in  the  British  shipping,  would 
have  taken  place. 

Jfative  indtutrg. — ^With  the  exception  of  the  old  established  manu-^ 
fiMlmes,  which  are  doing  a  steady  business  by  supplying  local,  country^ 
and  Bussian-Poland  customers,  the  native  industry  in  this  vice*consnlar 
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districi;  is  in  a  weirj  bad  state,  and  cannot  compeie  with  mports  from 
foreign  countries  or  other  parts  of  the  German  ZoUyerein.  All  the 
joint-stock  companies  started  soon  after  the  dose  of  the  Franco- 
German  war  either  have  been  woosd  up  or  are  in  the  process  of  being 
wound  up,  partially  for  want  of  outlet  of  their  articles  at  paying 
prices,  but  tmiBj  for  want  of  credit  and  capital 

Bemarhs. — ^As  soon  as  the  oi&eial  statistics  for  the  year  1875  are 
published  (about  July  next)  a  more  detailed  report  will  be  furnished. 

Dantdg,  February  14, 187ft 


Digitized  by 


V^OOgI( 


314 


DUSSBLDOlUP. 

BepoH  by  CbnsuUOeiferal  Crowe  an  the  Trade  and  Cammeree  of  the 
jRhenish  Frovinceefor  the  Tear  1875. 

Thb  year  which  has  just  expired  has  not  been  favourable  to  trade 
and  manufactures  in  this  or  in  any  other  part  of  Germany.  Prassia, 
according  to  the  budget  statement  of  its  nnance  minister,  Mr.  Camp- 
hausen,  has  not  enjoyed  the  progress  which  ought  to  have  been 
expected,  bat  displays  a  deficit  upon  the  estimates  in  the  receipts  from 
railways,  mines,  and  stamps.  Large  classes  of  society  have  been  affected 
by  severe  pressure  in  the  market  for  securities;  and  working  people 
have  suffered  from  curtailment  of  the  demand  for  labour  as  well  as 
from  reductions  of  wages.  Manufacturers  in  a  great  many  branches 
have  worked  short  time  with  diminished  hands  at  falling  wages.  Busi- 
ness dealings  have  been  confined  to  the  duly  and  most  pressing 
demands,  articles  of  luxury  have  been  neglected  m  favour  of  articles  of 
homely  use  and  prime  necessity ;  and  as  a  result,  the  trade  and  manu- 
facture of  cloths  and  silks  has  been  satisfactory  in  so  far  only  as  cheap 
products  were  concerned.  We  note  discontent  amongst  the  silk  and 
cotton  manuflEusturers  of  Elberfeld  and  Crefeld,  or  amongst  the  cloth- 
makers  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  this  is  hardly  counterbalanced  by  satis- 
faction at  good  profits  from  coarse  cloths  and  moleskins  in  the  factories 
of  Gladbach.  Much  has  been  said  probably  on  just  g^unds  of  the 
causes  of  the  present  depression  which  has  been  attnbuted  to  wild 
speculation,  excessive  manufacture,  and  superabundant  stocks.  One 
cause  has  not  perhaps  obtained  the  attention  it  deserved.  German 
trade  and  manufactures  improved  for  a  time  in  consequence  of  the 
total  prostration  of  France  which  allowed  Germany  to  supply  fields 
hitherto  covered  by  the  French.  As  France  recovered,  it  resumed  its 
old  place  and  ousted  the  intruder,  and  thus  it  happens  that  German 
exports  show  no  increase  of  importance,  whilst  French  exports  u*e 
extending. 

It  is  characteristic  of  the  year  that  a  number  of  companies  have 
appeared  in  the  share  lists  of  the  Cologne  money  market  reports 
without  any  quotations.  The  whole  extent  of  financial  depression  may 
be  noted  from  the  quotations  of  those  few  shares  in  whicn  there  were 
dealings  at  the  opening  and  close  of  1875 : — 


Iron  Works  and  Collieries. 

Prioeaof 
Sharesin 
Jan.,  1S75. 

Prices  of 

Shares  end  of 

Dec,  1876. 

Z^.       Aachen-HOngen 

Benabeig 

^rjj^       Bochum  Steel  Works       

BonnMinlng        

Centmm  GoUieiy 

Oommem  Iron  Works 

Ck>noordia  Iron  Works,  Oberfaansen 

Dortmimd  Union  Iron  Works     •  • 

Eachweiler  Mines 

EflflenCoUieiy 

GelaenkiichenC<miei7 

Hibemia  and  Shamrock  .. 

KOnigLaora Iron  Works. 

Thalera. 
180 

59 

96 

90 

74 

90 
100 

80 

«4 

SO 
120 

76 
181 

Thalers, 
96 
48 
48 
82 
40 
100 
76 

84 
27 
116 
46 
70 
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Equally  expressive  of  depression  are  the  losses  written  off  in 
balance  sheets  and  the  absence  of  dividends.  Some  ironworks  balance 
their  accounts  with  losses  up  to  the  high  figure  of  700,000  and  800,000 
marks,  or  36,000Z.  to  40,000Z.  for  the  worlang  year.  Tellinc  again  of 
depression  is  the  decrease  of  the  imports  of  goods  at  the  Dtisseldorf 
custom-house  as  shown  in  a  table  which  follows ;  and  particularly  note- 
worthy in  this  respect  are  the  figures  which  show  the  falling  off  in  the 
import  of  raw  cotton,  and  cotton  yarn,  wool,  and  woollen  yarns,  and 
manufactures. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  quantities  of  goods  entered  at  the 
Dtisseldorf  custom-house  during  1875, 1874,  and  1873,  respectively  : — 


Articles. 


1875. 


1874. 


1878. 


Gaano    ..         ••         ••         ••         ••         •• 

KagB 

Cotton,  raw 

Cotton  yam,  raw,  single  «nd  doable  . . 

„         bleached  or  dyed,  three  or  more 
thmds 

Cotton  goods 

Soda 

Other  drags  and  chemicals 

Pyes  and  dyewoods 

Iron,  raw  

Iron  scrap 

Wrottght-iron  rod         

BaUs 

T  and  other  iron  

ISteel,  raw,  and  cement  ditto 

Iron  and  steel  plates 

Wbiteplate 

Wire,  iron  and  steel 

Iron,  unfinished  parts  of  machineiy  . . 
Iron  wares  of  cast  iron,  coarse 

,,  wrought  iron,  ditto 

Iron  in  lumps 

Boilers 

Hachineiy,  chiefly  wood         

„         cast  iron    ..         • 

Portland  cement         

Orey  linen  sacking  and  sail  doth     .» 

Glass  and  glass  wares 

Cooper's  ware,  coarse 

Wine  and  must  in  casks 

„        „         bottles 

Dried  fruit,  fte. 

Bice 

Tobacco  leaf 

OUveoa  

„       adulterated    •• 

Otheroils         

Silkcocoonr     •• 

Turpentine       

Wool,  raw        •»        ••        •• 

Woollen  yarii,  single,  plain  dyed      •  •        • . 

„  double  and  triple 

Woollen  manufacture^  unmiUed 


Centners. 

2,000 

2,405 

9,787 

26,175 

670 

889 

2,389 

20,654 

59,608 

6,066 

874 

281 


877 

12,999 

4,981 

780 
9,085 
1,549 
1,858 
8,750 


445 

177 

5,600 

26,905 
1,770 
1,820 
9,521 
9,599 
1,668 

88,884 

24,188 
4,079 
1,578 
5,294 

14,061 
1,475 
7,608 
2,026 

21,697 

4,294 

810 


Centners. 

1,925 
15,437 
87,150 

846 

789 

8,158 

15,822 

46,580 

8,604 

700 

821 


12,859 
3,599 
2,261 
6,472 

10,180 

942 

5,241 

28,742 

767 

104 

5,219 

44,005 
2,149 
1,874 
2,466 
7,828 
1,865 

89,158 

24,648 

4,998 

926 

22,485 

11,729 
1,008 
5,090 
8,804 

25,017 
1,645 
1,270 


Centners. 

i'ou 

9,418 
55,556 

2,809 

629 

5,88S 

27,479 

65,691 

57,095 

1,114 

3,118 

1,067 

8,441 

10,767 


5,277 
7,085 


47 

574 

70,581 

2,106 

5,847 

8,025 

12,807 

49,878 

27,284 

7,889 

1,898 

49,029 

25,529 

1,157 

4,068 

34^878 

1,384 


Aoconnts  from  brefeld  and  Elberfeld  agree  in  statiug  that  manu- 
ftcturers  were  fairly  busy  in  autumn,  but  that  demand  was  languid 
after  the  middle  of  October,  and  prices  oi  raw  aiik  were  filling.    The 
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exporfca  from  Crefeld  to  the  United  States  in  1875  were  only  6,600,000 
marks  as  against  8,500,000  in  1874.  The  testing  houses  at  Crefelci 
proved  but  380,2  IG  kilos,  in  1874.  In  Elberfeld,  on  the  other  hand, 
more  silk  was  tested  in  1875  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  iron  trade  was  no  better  in  1876  than  in  1874 ;  and  the  de- 
pression was  so  great  at  the  close  of  December  that  the  most  gloomy 
prophecies  seemed  justified.  A  study  of  statistics  may  tend  to  dispel 
some  of  this  despondency : — 

Iron  Ore. — ^The  number  of  mines  in  Germanv,  including  Alsace- 
Lorraine  (these  provinces  will  from  henceforth  be  comprised  in  all 
statements  of  German  production)  was  1,228  in  1871,  and  1,588  in  1874. 
The  produce  was  4,000,000  tons  in  the  first  of  these  years.  It  rose  to 
6,000,000  tons  in  1873,  and  fell  back  to  4,000,000  tons  in  1874.  G^ie 
imports  of  ore  were  in  rouiid  numbers: — 


1871 
1878 
1874 
1876 


Import& 


Ei^rts. 


TVms. 

Tons. 

276,000 

617,000 

460,000 

K)4,000 

248,000 

316,862 

235,000 

500,000 

The  value  of  iron  ore  produced  in  Prussia  is  estimated  to  have 
fallen  from  1,500,000?.  in  1873  to  1,000,000/.  in  1874. 

Fig  Iron, — The  blast  furnaces  of  Germany  were  306  in  number  in 
1871,  and  475  in  1875.  Seventy  of  these  were  out  of  blast  in  1873, 
104  out  of  blast  in  1874,  and  more  it  may  be  thought  will  have  been 
blown  out  in  1875.  The  total  production  of  pig  iron  in  Germany  was 
1,500,000  tons  in  1871,  1,760,000  in  1872,  2,250,000  in  1873,  and 
1,750,000  in  1874.  The  imports  of  pig  rose  from  500,000  tons  in 
1871  to  700,000  tons  in  1873,  and  fell  in  1875  to  544,000  tons.  The 
export  rose  from  100,000  tons  in  1871  to  200,000  in  1874;  but  fell 
in  1875  to  130,000  tons.  Parenthetically  stated  much  of  the  pig 
imported  is  casting  iron  pig.  Prices  ruled  as  follows  at  the  BiisBeldorf 
Exchange  in  1875 : — 


Sorts  Loco  Workf. 

Quarter  ended 
March  31. 

Qaartef  toded 
Jane  30. 

Quarter  ended 
September  sa 

Qnaxter  ended 
Seeenber  31. 

£  «.  d. 

£  t.d. 

£  9.d. 

£  «.  c/. 

£  t.d. 

£  $.d. 

£  ».d. 

£  $.d. 

Spiegel  hematite    ... 

5    20 

6  14  0 

4    70 

4  16  0 

4    70 

4  1<X0 

4  10  0 

4180 

Weftphalioa     pnd- 

dllnff         

3    6  0 

3    90 

8    3  0 

3    60 

3    60 

3    60 

3    60 

8    90 

Laxemtmrg  do. 

2  13  0 

2  12  0 

2    80 

2  13  0 

2    8  0 

2    80 

2    50 

2    80 

Oerman  casting      ... 

4    1  0 

4    1  0 

3  18  0 

4    40^ 

3  15  0 

4    4^0 

3  16« 

4    00 

ttDd    ... 

«  15  0 

9    00 

8    20 

8  14  0 

8    00 

8    80 

7  16  0 

8    00 

SoUer  plate  (best)  ». 

11  14  0 

12  12  0 

10  16  0 

11    8  0 

10  10  0 

10  16  0 

10  10  0 

16   .0  0 

Raw  Steel, — German  production  of  this  article  rose  from  260,000  tons 
in  1871  to  385,000  tons  in  1874,  to  which  we  should  add  in  the  latter 
year  an  import  of  5,000, tons,  bfdanc^^  by  an  export  of  8,000  ions.  Of 
the  steel  produced  in  Germany  in  1874,  54  per  cent,  was  made  in 
Bessemer  furnaces. 

i&7*2f.-*-Gennan  rolling  mills  turned  out  450,000  tons  of  rails  in 
'  1871,  645,000  tons  in  1874.  The  imports  never  exceeded  45,000  tons, 
the  exports,  80,000  tons.    It  is  calculated  tluit  German  railways — ki 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


BITBSSLDOBI'. 


317 


lengtk  about  24,658  kilos.^-iequire  a  yearly  siipply  of  mils  of  about 
460,000  tons. 

Angh  Iron.^-the  production  of  Gerraany  was  60,000  tons  in  1871, 
and  95,000  tons  in  1874.  The  imports  were'  6,000  tons  and  8,500  t<Hi8 
it)  those  years  respectirely.  The  etports  rose  ^om  355  tons  in  1371  to 
5,000  tons  in  1874. 

Body  Tiret,  Plates,  Sfc,  of  Iron  and  Sted, — In  this  branch  German 
works  turned  out  627,898  tons  in  1871,  743,250  tons  in  1874.  The 
imports  in  the  same  years  respectirely  were  29,439  tons  and  26,895  tons ; 
they  fell  to  20,000  fcons  in  1875.  The  exports  were  19,000  tons  in 
1871  and  37,000  tons  in  1874. 

Iron  and  Steel  Wire. — The  same  increase  of  production  is  apparent 
in  this  as  in  other  branches— 66,000  tons  in  1871,  85,000  tons  m  1874 
Imports  here  increasing  in  the  same  proportion  as  production,  from 
1,200  tons  in  1871  to  2,000  tons  in  1874 ;  the  exports  rising  at  the  same 
time  from  6,000  tons  to  10,000  tons. 

Ooit  Iron  Wares. — 342,657  tons  of  these  were  made  in  German 
mills  in  1871,  480,000  tons  in  3874.  The  import,  15,000  tons  and 
22,000  tons  in  each  of  these  years  respectively. 

Closely  examined,  these  statistics  Aow  that  miners  of  pig  iron 
completely  overstocked  the  market  of  Germany  in  1873,  and  were  forced 
in  1874  to  the  comparative  inactivity  which  continued  throughout  1875. 
Subsidiary  to  this  we  note  diminished  imports  of  ore  and  pig ;  but  the 
production  of  raw  steel,  rails,  angle  iron,  rod,  tires,  plates,  wire,  and 
cast  iron  wares  was  higher  in  1874  than  in  previous  years,  higher,  too, 
in  1875  than  in  1871,  whilst  imports  of  all  classes  of  large  hardware, 
except  angle  iron  and  wire,  were  gradually  and  steadily  decreasing. 
No  figures  have  been  given  as  yet  to  show  that  the  activity  of  1874 
continued  in  the  market  for  manufactured  iron  during  1875.  But 
there  are  symptoms  of  less  activity  and  diminished  production  in  a 
large  reduction  of  hands  throughout  the  country,  to  which  I  may  add, 
a  large  diminution  in  the  scale  of  wages ;  as  one  instance  of  which,  I 
need  only  state  that  the  firm  of  Erupp  lowered  the  pay  of  14,000 
workmen  last  November  by  10  per  cent.  The  following  table  shows 
the  price  of  coals  and  coke  at  the  Dusseldorf  Exchange  during  the  year, 
the  quotations  being  for  coals  at  the  pit's  mouth : — 


Articles. 

Quarter  endea 
March  ». 

Quarter  ended 
June  30. 

Qoarter  ended 

Qoarter  ended 
December  31. 

Lowest. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Highest. 

Oas  coals,  per  um  ... 

Mixed  coals 

Coke(bcei)  ...       ... 

s.   d. 
9    0 
7    9 
16    0 

£  «.  d. 
0    9    7 
0    9    0 
12    0 

«.   d. 
8    6 
7    0 
18    0 

#.   d. 
9    9\ 
8    6 
17    0 

9,   d. 

8    0 
7    0 
13    0 

J.   d. 

9    0 
8    6 
18    0 

#.   d. 
8    5 
7    6 
11    0 

#.  d. 

10    0 
9    6 
16    6 

The  average  rate  for  coals,  as  derived  from  the  table,  is  Ss.  Sd,  per  ton., 
as  against  6#.  7d.  in  1870,  7s,  lOd.  in  1871,  lis.  4d,  in  1872, 10s,  6d,  in 
1874.  It  is  curious  to  compare  this  progression  of  prices  with  the 
progression  of  colliery  wages.  The  following  tables  give  details,  from 
trustworthy  sources,  of  miners'  wages  in  various  parts  of  the  Ehine 
province  and  Westphalia.  The  figures  represent  in  Prussian  silber- 
groschen  the  average  daily  wages  of  one  miner,  to  obtain  which  the 
total  amount  of  wages  paid  for  one  year  to  men  on  shift  at  a  given 
colliery,  is  divided  equally  amongst  the  number  of  men  on  shift : — 
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CoQieriat. 

1808. 

1866. 

1870. 

1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

Sgr.  p. 
15    2 

Sgr.  p. 

Sgr.  p. 

Sgr.  p. 

Sgr.  p. 

%'•!• 

Sgr.  p. 

Fi«ber»(0«iabi1ick) 

Olackaof  TiefbMt  (Dortmund 

16    5 

20    6 

22   6 

26    8 

29    8 

FiiedrichWflbeim(do.')'       Z 

17    0 

21    9 

25    4 

27    2 

81    1 

36    5 

84    6 

20    5 

21    6 

24    8 

27    9 

80    2 

82    4 

80    5 

Neulscrlohn  (do.)      

20    5 

22    8 

28    8 

32    8 

84    8 

38    8 

40    6 

Hamburg  (Witt«n)       

... 

21    8 

24    4 

26    4 

28    2 

81    1 

81    7 

Xonigsgrabe  (Bocbom) 

25    8 

25    9 

27    8 

80    7 

34    9 

36    6 

86    2 

ConaoUdatlon  (Gtolsenkircben) 

22    8 

25    4 

29    3 

81    5 

88    4 

40    2 

86    8 

Dablbosch  (do.) 

26    8 

32    0 

32    2 

82    8 

85    8 

42    0 

42    6 

Konigin  Bizabetb  (Essen)     ... 

25    0 

28    0 

80    0 

82    6 

84    2 

38    8 

84    4 

SeUerbeck  (OberbAuaen) 
HAngen  (Aiz-U-Chapelle)      ... 

20    9 

28    2 

26    0 
28    8 

28    5 
25    8 

80    7 
80    0 

35    8 
82    0 

88    8 

84    1 

Taking  groups  of  collieries  we  find  the  following  arerage  didly  wages 
of  miners  in  1873  and  1874 : — 


1873. 

1874. 

Sgr.  pf. 

Sgr.  pt 

Ayerage  of  15  oollieiiM  (East  Dortmimd) 

88    2 

31    3 

15       „        (West  Dortmimd) 

88    8 

85    0 

10       „        <Witten) 

84    1 

83    6 

„         67       „       (SprockhSvel)  •. 
19       „        (Dahlhausen)   .. 

88    0 

80    1 

38    0 

88    0 

14       „        (Bochum) 

89    1 

Z6    0 

4       „       (BeckUoghaosen) 

87     1 

36    1 

„         10       „       (Gdaenkircheo) 

40    0 

88    4 

8       „       (Essen) 

38    0 

36    0 

Wages  were  considerably  reduced  in  all  collieries  during  1875, 
but  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  in  what  proportion  the  reduction 
stood  to  wages.  It  is  clear  that  wages  rose  with  the  rise  in  price  of 
coals ;  but  the  latter  fell  without  producing  an  equal  corresponding  fall 
in  wages  ;  and  the  latter  still  remain  high,  whilst  the  price  of  coal  is 
comparatively  low.  Cotd  quotations  were  improving  from  the  beginning 
of  autumn  till  the  close  of  December.  Coke  showed  an  upward 
tendency  during  the  same  period,  thus  adding  to  the  depression  of  tho 
iron  trade.  The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  coals  produced 
and  the  ouantities  disposed  of  at  the  collieries  in  the  coal  districts  of 
TVestphaiia  and  the  Khine  provinces  east  of  the  Bhiae,  in  the  year 
1876:— 
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BiBtrictB. 

Quantities 
produced. 

Quantities  sold 
or  consumed. 

Osnabrack 

Hamm 

East  of  Dortmund 

West         „               ..         .. 

Witten 

Sprockhovel 

Dahlhaosen 

Bochum           

Recklinghansen 
Gelsenkirchen  •  •        •  • 

Essen 

Fronhausen 

Altendorf        

Werden.. 

Centners. 

2,148.065 

4,594,195 
25,786,205 
26,919,458 
16,092,465 

7,880,098 
25,508,878 
89,542,185 
18,966,898 
42,967,901 
27,408,618 
42,621,268 
88,865,957 
18,866,663 

8,460,647 

Centners. 

2,084,823 

4,590,259 
25,827,792 
26,895,358 
16,186,055 

7,946,402 
25,695,810 
89,619,442 
19,005,878 
42,980,809 
27,441,819 
42.640,458 
84,801,869 
18,665,878 

8,410,453 

Total      • 

State  pite 

886,118,941 
8,548,855 

887,241,095 
8,596,745 

Grand  total 

889,662,796 

840,887,840 

The  total  amount  of  coal  raised  in  this  part  of  the  Bhine  district  in 
1875  was  thus  in  round  numbers  17,000,000  tons. 

The  dividends  of  the  great  railway  companies — Bergisch-Markisch, 
Bhenish,  and  Coln-Minden — ^for  1874,  were  respectively  3,  8,  and  6^- 
per  cent.  For  1875  thev  are  calculated  to  be  3^,  7,  and  4,  and  this 
calculation  is  based  on  the  traffic  returns  of  eleven  months  of  1875, 
which  show  the  receipts  to  have  made  but  little,  if  any,  advance  on 
those  of  the  previous  year.  The  receipts  are  given  in  German  marks, 
as  follows:— 


Bergisch-Mftrkisch,  Jan.  1  to  Nov.  80 

Bheimsche 

C9ln-Minden 


1875. 


Marks. 
50,772,574 
85,185,800 
44,903,904 


1874. 


Harks. 
48,761,890 
82^4,062 
41,864,627 


Close  inspection  of  the  traffic  tables  shows  that  the  receipts  of  the 
Bergisch-Markisch  lines  have  been  steadily  decreasing  since  July,  and 
those  of  the  Coln-Minden  Company's  main  line  have  rapidly  diminished 
since  May,  whilst  the  Bhenish  Company  has  had  a  steady  though  slight 
increase  throughout  the  year.  The  Coln-Giessen  line  of  the  Coln- 
Minden  complex  shows  a  slight  increase  of  traffic,  whilst  the  Tenlo- 
Hamburg,  on  which  cheaper  through  rates  for  coal  to  Hamburg  and  the 
northern  ports  were  established  in  summer,  exhibits  an  increase  of 
2,250,000  marks.  This  increase  gives  fair  cause  of  triumph  to  those 
who  argue  that  it  was  unwise  to  raise  the  goods  rates  on  railways  by 
20  per  cent,  in  1874.  They  attribute  to  this  measure  the  deficit  of 
6,000,000  marks  in  Government  railway  receipts,  confessed  in  his 
budget  speech  by  the  finance  minister,  Mr.  Camphausen,  whilst  its 
practiod  repeal  in  one  case  seems  to  account  for  an  increase  in  the 
receipts  of  tne  Yenlo-Hamburg  line. 

All  the  companies  did  their  utmost  to  reduce  expenditure.    They 
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reduced  tbe  number  of  their  running  trains,  the  number  of  their  staff, 
of  servants  and  mechanics,  and  the  wages  of  their  working  men.  None 
but  the  most  urgent  works  were  kept  in  hand.  .  The  ficheme  promoted 
by  the  Eheinische  Company  to  connect  Crefeld  with  Elberfeld  and 
Dortmund  by  a  new  line,  hridgiaf:  the  Ehine  immediately  below  Diissel- 
dorf ,  was  subjected  to  delays  at  Berlin,  which  have  not  yet  been  pub- 
licly explaineo,  but  a  eoneession  was  made  to  an  international  company 
to  lay  down  a  line  from  Winterswyk,  in  North  Holland,  to  G;el8en- 
kirchen,  on  the  Coln-Minden  railway ;  and  this  will  be  a  new  link  in 
the  system  for  opening  up  communication  between  the  Ne^erlands 
and  the  Ehenish-Westphalisn  coal  basin.  Part  of  the  networic  belonging 
to  this  system  was  completed  by  the  opening  (October  1st)  of  the  final 
sections  of  the  lines  ftom  Miioster  and  Bortmund  to  Enscbede,  by 
which  Westphalian  coal  and  iron  is  t»ken  ftbm  Hamm  and  Bortmund 
into  Hollaoul,  by  Ziitphen  and  Beventer. 

The  Bergisoh-Harkisch  Bail  way  Company  opened  tbe  district  lines 
Lennep-l^m-Hiickeswagen,  Bom-WeFmelskircnen,  Hagwi-Hauffe  and 
Kettwig-Miilheim  on  the  let  of  January,  1876,  thus  •  opening  up  to 
general  traffic  some  of  the  narrow  valleys  of  Westphalia,  and  giving  a 
fillip  to  the  doth  weayers  of  the  Bhun  district. 

The  Coln-Minden  Company  opened  its  line  from  Sterkrade  to 
Ruhrort  in  July.  ... 

In  September  the  Aiz-la-Chapelle  Industrie-Bahn  opened  the  sections 
Morsbacn-Hongen-Stollberg,  with  junctions  connecting  both  the  last- 
nuaei  places  with  the  network  of  the  Shentsh  Bailway  Company. 

Most  of  the  travellers  on  ih»  TTpper  Rhine  will  have  been  struck 
with  tbt  peouliarity  of  the  traffic  on  me  lines  entering  Mayence,  which 
abut  off  the  town  in  the  whole  of  its  length  from  the  banks  of  th^ 
Bhine.  This  state  of  things  will  now  be  remedied,  the  Ludwigsbahn 
having  built  a  new  Hoe  round  Mayonee  to  the  southward. 

Telling  as  regards  the  power  wielded  by  railway  administration  in 
the  hands  of  the  State,  is  an  episode  in  which  the  competition  of  the 
Alsace-Lorraine  lines  with  those  of  Belgium  are  illustrated.  The 
laigB  Mining  Union  proponed  to  the  Miniatep  of  Public  Works  at 
Brussels  in  1875,  to  lower  the  carriage  rates  for  Belgian  coal  and  coke 
running  to  Luxembuirg  on  Belgian  railways,  and  thus  create  a  differ- 
ential twriff  in  favour  of  Belgiam  coal  and  coke,  to  the  disadvantage  of 
similar  products  fr#m  WiestphaUa.  The  Bsl^iim  aiinieter  at  the  same 
time  was  segociating  with  the  general  direction  of  the  Alsace  tines  to 
obtain  for  Li^ge  coal  and  Luxemburg  ores  the  same  low  through  rates 
of  earriage  as  Westphaliaii  eoais  and  eeke  enjoy.  Neither  of  these 
negociations  were  successful,  and  the  result  is  now  stated  to  have  been 
timt  the  Belgian  administration  intends  to  impose  differential  rates  on 
the  carriage  of  Qermaai  minerals,  whilst  the  Alsace  railway  direction 
meditates  reprisals  by  lowering  the  through  rates  for  Westphalian  coke 
sent  to  Loxemburg  by  way  of  Treves, 

The  navi^tion  of  the  Shine  received  an  extraordinary  impulse  in 
1S99,  when,  m  consequence  of  a  revision  of  the  Khine  Navigation  Act, 
a  number  of  dues  were  abolished,  chief  amongst  which  were  the  hridge, 
pQot,  beacon,  and  shipping  dues,  and  the  compulsory  employment  of 
offidal  pilots  and  steersmen.  This  imptdse  lasted  till  1878,  when  it 
ceased  to  be  felt.  It  is  difficult  to  realise  the  movement  of  the 
numerous  ports  which  Ue  on  the  banks  of  the  Bhine,  but  tbe  following 
from  the  report  of  the  Bhine  Navigation  Commission  for  1875  gives 
an  approximate  idea  of  it. 
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Year. 

Import. 

Export. 

Centners. 

Centners. 

1870 

4,495,974 

4,435,051 

1871 

5,172,385 

10,947,061 

Boiterdw 

1872 

6,265,274 

11,097,206 

1873  ■ 

5,860,606 

12,249,903 

1874 

9,902,553 

4,829^64 

> 

1870 

4,516,786 

23,780,988 

1871 

8,594,112 

2,324,389 

Rnbrort  •  •         •  •         •  •  - 

1872 

7,996,785 

23,504,187 

187a 

7,108,041 

28,187^06 

1874 

4,652,172 

22,004,186 

s 

1870 

6,766,187 

10,484,705 

1871 

9,704,640 

12,939,492 

Dnisbiiig 

1872 

12,458,820 

18,379,316 

1878 

13,882,786 

16,046,066 

I 

1874 

7,986,452 

7,213,410 

> 

1870 

2,616,604 

760,487 

1871 

2,862.931 

764,602 

DSMeldorf 

1872 

2,809,533 

698,483 

1878 

2,909,634 

683,887 

1874 

2,654,945 

610,927 

> 

1870 

8,110,948 

1,219,916 

1871 

3,847,809 

1,008,006 

Cologne 

1872 

4,191,094 

1,127,886 

1878 

8,982,969 

1,246,609 

1874 

3,662,082 

880,418 

> 

1870 

.7,076,429 

1,226,866 

•    1871 

7,098,660 

987,561 

Mannheim        • .         . .  - 

3872 

7,299,091 

1,071,183 

•   1878 

8,244,889 

1,438,468 

•^ 

1874 

6,826^4      1 

1,099,921 

The  total  earriage  of  goods  on  the  Bhme  decreased  from 
119,600,000  centners  in  1873  to  92,600,000  centners  in  1874,  and  will 
probably  be  found  to  have  been  at  the  best  stationary  in  1876.  For 
last  year  the  statistics  are  as  yet  imperfect,  but  some  figures  for 
Cologne  and  Dviaseldorf  have  been  procured. 

There  were  1,226  arrivals  of  shipe  at  Cologne  from  the  Lower 
Bhine,  3^43  from  the  Upper  Bhine,  the  goods  carrisd  weighing 
respectively  1,637,394  centners  and  1,560,644  centners. 

The  departures  were  2,096  for  the  Upper  Bhine,  1,100  £or  the 
Lower  Bhine,  the  goods  carried  being  registered  as  392,993  centners 
up,  and  496,3r36  centners  down  the  river. 

The  grand  totals  as  compared  with  those  of  1874  are  as  follows : — 


Abbiyals  and 

Departures. 

YeMok. 

Centners. 

1876 
1874 

7^4 
7,d» 

4,087,767 
4,64^460 

At  Dusseldorf  there  is  no  present  account  of  the  eoods  landed  or 
shipped  during  the  year;  but  the  passage  of  vessels  is  noted  as 
follows : — 

Parsed  the  floating  bridge  at  Dusseldorf  up  and  down  stream : — 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


322 


GEBMAKT. 


Knmber  of  PafliageB. 


Passenger  Bteamera  ..        •• 

Togs 

Boats  in  tow,  chiefly  np  stream 

Sailing  boats .  ^ 

Rafts  (down) 


1,676 
2,889 
5,692 
9,471 
272 


The  jear  1875  was  exceptionallj  fayourable  to  the  Bhine  navigation 
in  respect  of  abundant  water.  The  river  had  not  been  so  bigb  or  so 
constantly  full  in  anj  one  of  the  last  twelve  years,  and  vessels  thus  had 
it  in  their  own  power  to  load  more  and  save  lighterage.  It  seems  to 
have  happened  tnat  slack  trade  forbade  the  enjoyment  of  these  advan- 
tages. Shipping  was  more  constantly  used  than  in  1874,  but  it  carried 
less  goods.    Freights  were  very  low,  the  average  being: — 

To  Cologne  and  the  Lower  Bhine  ports— 


To  ports  above  Cologne,  including  M!annheim — 


:| 

Freights. 

Per  Ton. 

Prom  Antwerp 
Rotterdam 

Grain 

Iron,  &C.    . . 
Grain 
Iron,  &c.    . . 

8,     d.          8,     d. 

10    9  to  16    0 
10    0        11    8 
9    6        10  10 
7    6          8    4. 

Coal  freights  from  ports  below  Cologne  to  Antwerp  varied  from 
3«.  ^d.  to  4«.  2d. ;  to  Botterdam,  from  2s,  6 J.  to  3«.  4 J.  Freights  for 
iron  and  rails  (of  the  latter,  20,000  tons  were  shipped  to  Dantzig  from 
Buhrort)  were  So?,  higher. 

The  tra£&c  past  Diijsseldorf,  up  and  down,  was  served  by  about  thirty- 
six  passenger  steamers  and  seventy  tugs,  the  nationality  of  which  was 
as  nve  German  to  two  Dutch.  The  Dutch  flag  on  the  other  hand 
covered  more  than  half  the  goods  carried  in  barges  and  sailing  ships  on 
the  river,  the  passage  of  goods  at  Emmerich  being  stated  in  respect  of 
this  as  follows : — 
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InOennan 

InDatch 

Total. 

Bottoms. 

Bottoms. 

Centnen. 

Centners. 

Centners. 

1870 

15,000,000 

19,000,000 

84,000,000 

1871       

17,000,000 

19,000,000 

86,000,000 

1872 

23,000,000 

23,000,000 

46,000,000 

1878 

23,000,000 

26,000,000 

49,000,000 

1874 

18,000,000 

28,000,000 

41,000,000 

It  is  a  matter  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  German  shippers  that 
new  port  dues  were  established  at  Eotterdam  on  the  Ist  of  Januair, 
1875,  and  though  since  to  some  extent  reduced,  they  still  weigh  heayily 
on  German  river  craft.  The  Dutch  also  levy  a  duty  on  German 
shippers  in  the  shape  of  navigation  certificates,  in  consequence  of  which 
Prussia  quite  lately  has  subjected  Dutch  ships  in  its  waters  to  the 
G^werbe  (trade)  Steuer,  an  example  which  will  doubtless  be  followed 
by  other  riverine  states,  Hessen,  Bavaria,  and  Baden.  And  this  it  is 
presumed  may  lead  to  a  new  revision  of  the  Ehine  Navigation  Act  of 
1869,  and  the  treaty  of  navigation  between  the  Zollverein  and  Holland 
of  December  81, 1851. 

The  following  table  gives  the  prices  of  com  at  Diisseldorf  during 
the  yea?  1875 :— 


Sorti. 

Qnarter  ended 
HarchSl. 

Qa*rter  ended 
Joneao. 

Quarter  ended 

Qoarter  ended 
Deoember  ai. 

Lowest. 

Highest 

Lowest. 

nighest. 

Lowest. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

mghest. 

Wbeafc,per200Ibf. 
Bye             „ 
Barley 
OtU. 

£  i.  d. 
1    0    0 
0  16    2 

0  19    6 

M  9.  d. 

1    1    0 
0  17    0 

0  i'9    8 

£  ».  d. 
1    0   6 
0  16    0 
il  ... 
0  19    0 

£  9.   d. 
1    0    6 
0  17    0 

0  19    0 

i,  8.  d. 
1    0    6 
0  17    0 
0  15    9 
0  16    0 

£   8.   d. 
1    3    6 
0  17    7 
0  19    2 
10    0 

£  8.    d. 
1    1    2 
0  16    7 
0  16    7 
0  16    0 

£  8.  d, 

18    6 

0  17    6 

1  4    0 
1    0    0 

The  ministry  of  aj?riculture  at  Berlin  has  published  a  table  giving 
the  average  returns  of  harvests  in  Prussia  for  ten  years.  The  following 
extract  may  suffice.    A  good  harvest  is  represented  by  1*00. 


Year. 

Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

1866 

0-90 

0-81 

0-85 

0-88 

1867 

0-74 

0-74 

0-87 

0-97 

1868 

0-99 

0-94 

0  80 

0-79 

1869        .. 

0-97 

0-92 

0-94 

0-89 

1870 

0  78 

0-86 

0-88 

0-86 

1871        .. 

0-84 

0-81 

0-94 

101 

1872 

0-92 

0-81 

0-98 

0-99 

1878        .. 

0-92 

0-75 

0-87 

0-92 

1874 

1-04 

0-96 

0-84 

0-78 

1876        .. 

0-85 

0-87 

0-83 

0-84 

The  average  of  the  harvest  of  1876  in  the  Ehine  province  and 
Westphalia  is  below  that  of  the  whole  kingdom,  and  lowest  in  ;khe 
Sbenish  provinces  for  two  principal  articles,  wheat  being  represented 
by  0*78,  rye  by  0*78,  barley  oy  0'84.  The  harvest  of  1875  is  acknow- 
ledged in  so  far  as  we  can  trust  the  statistics  of  the  agricultural 
[398]  z 
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sodielles  fhnn  wliich  tfte  Gbvenmientr  recBivBE  tfaeitr  Ixr  bcr  anrarBrfliper 
harvest.. 

The  foITowiiif^  is  aa  dBcial  atatfl—gitrof  the  import  and  export  of 
com  and  agricoltural  prodnce  in  flEnd'  onlro£  the  ZoUverein  tor  the 
three  ffiast-quarters  of:Im9^r- 


Oats 

Malza 

lUeei. 

Saar 


finpoKt. 


CeniiiBn. 

10,000,000 
2,810,000 
S,78D,00a 

i,20Q;qoa 

66%000 
1,900,000 


Export' 


Gantnen. 
8,820,000. 
2,566,000 
1,820,000 

2,08D;ooa 

2si,ooa 
Uio,ooa 


This  tabki  enablaa  tib  to  notet  dmt  Germanf  ]&:  nins^  nAmtfaaj  im*- 

.  parted  7^50QfildO  centmm  more  of  rye  Haai  it  exported,  and  tiuftafeaa 

pinnid  when  RaBBm   yielded   the  womt^  hanreat  known  for  jemtk. 

Another  table  which  follows  exhibits  the  low  prioa  of  com  at  1^  dbsee 

ofBeoambor,  lBff&,  stOdogne,  affcompaffed.with  pinrioafrjeBEB*. 


£BiKUi8«of  CoHL  at  Golo|^paD2(Kilb8r.at.tha.CIIaaa.o£^ 


fqn 


Ttam 

mmk. 

Bye. 

£   A    di 

.      i5t».    A- 

18B#   .. 

17    0' 

0  18    0 

180r   .• 

18    6 

14    0 

1868    .. 

*    r    0    0' 

0*17    6 

T9ffT  .. 

orir  0 

0  re  (T 

1870    .. 

15    6 

0  19    6 

18T1    .. 

16    8 

10    6 

isra  .. 

1^8 

0  16    0 

1878    .• 

18    0 

116 

1874    .. 

1     1    0 

0  18    6 

1875    ,. 

1    0^   0- 

0-16-0 

It  is  WDrtfay  of  notice  that  in  spite  of  slackness  in  the  iron  trade 
and  a  general  reduction  of!  induabial  wages,  the  country  dialoicts  still 
complain  of  want  of  hands.  Statistics  show  that  more  than  5,000 
persons  wandered  from  Eastern  Prussia  to  the  Bhenish  provinces  and 
Westphalia  in  1873-4.  This  cnrrent  of  migration  is  explained  by  the 
high  demand  for  wages  of  male  and  female  labourers  and  farm  servants 
in  the  Palatinate  aiSl  tiie  valley  of  the  Lower  Ehine.  In  the  face  of 
this  demand,. labeur  agencies  do  a. good  business  in  engaging  servants 
of  this  class  in  East  Prussia  and  Posen,  and  sending  them  by  railway 
to  the  South. 


Beapeeiing  the  wine  trade,  the  following  fnll  and  careful  report  haa 
been  forwarded  by  Mr.  Yicef^Conaul  Hellmers  from  Cologne : — 

In.  my  reoort  on  the  vintage  of  1874  on  the  Bhine  and  MbseU^  I 
stated  tkat  the  result  ranained  mudi  below  the  general  expectation* 
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Maoj  ^11  be  aaz^ffked  tcuhear  the  same  .is  mote..pBxticuiaxljthd  case 
'with.the  vintage  of  1^75,  at  least  da  regiird  to  quality. 

Vb  appears  straBge  indeed  thair  notwithstaimin^  the  fiheweatber  of 
Joney  whioh&Taared  tHe. blossoming  of  the  vino, nolwithstaudUng. the 
Iiig)i  a^rage  warmth  of  the  summer  (^uguat.  excepted)  and.  a:  most 
a{d^idid:moxitho£Be^tembeE^. the  grapes  akould  not.havaattained.tb0 
nght  deg^B  of  matunty.  jrogmiatic  .of  a .  Sha  quaUtj.  Iha  faota  proy« 
tluit.Qven  in  our  latitnde  tbefi'Der.  finiit,  and.  pftrtiftularly  gfapes,  rigeng 
only  rarely  to  perfection. 

Ilfie,  Bhemsh  white  ^b^  difieront  in  t&ia  faim  the  Brendbi  rod 
gn^,  requires  ta  be^  orer-ripe:  to  produce  a  aupecior  wine*  This 
explains  why  the  lathering  or  them  is  delayed.'  here,  sometimes  unlal 
late  in  iN'ovember,  in  fact,  as'long^ap  the  weaiher permits  Qi  sli2ht.fro8t 
doing, no  harm);  while  in.  France  and  all  oountnes  where^ red  grapes 
ate  cultivated,  the  gfithering  begins  generally  early  in  September,. aa 
soon*  as  the  fruit  is.  ripe,  and.  is  finished  about  the  end  or  the  same 
month. 

TherseTem  fsost  of  the  winter  1874t-75  has  done  no,  damage  to  the 
plante.  Tha  spring;  waafavonrable,  but  the,  unusual  aaxd  rapid  changas 
•  la  the  temp^catoree  of  the  summer  and  of  thaiafcte  part  of  the  "^^pfj 
and  the  extraordinary  abundance  of  fruit,,  ace.  tha  peinQipaJ.cauaea.of 
tihe  unf&vourable  result  obtained.  JSTumerDus  heavy,  thunderstorms  in 
JUy  and  Aug^,vaccai[manied  with,  heavy  falls  of  rain^yet  g^ecaU; 
Allowed,  by  more,  intense  neat^  produced;  a  most  luxunous  vegetation  of 
the  vine  branches  and  leavesi  and  thus  pnotraoted;  consicksobly  the 
ripening  of  the  gxapes.  This  was  tha  principal,  mative  for  delaying  the 
gatherings  in  %e  HhinefflWt.  whudi  this,  time;  had  not.  the  desiiaed 
affecL 

About  the  end  of  September  the  most  experienced. vintners  expected 
^a.brilliant  vintage,  when. suddenly  the  fine  weath^  changed,  to  coldiand 
net  in  October^  and.  became  worse  in  I^ovember:  and  December.  Dry 
days  were  an  exception.  Storm,  rain,  snow,  heavy  frost,  and  hail  inten* 
fkrei  with  the.  gathering  particularly  in.  the.  Khinegau.  This,  tha 
fimest  district,  of  our  vine-growing  country,  sufiered  immensely  in 
^pality  and  quantity.  The  gleaning  was  continually  interrupted,  and 
•could  not  be  finished  until  tim  20i;u  of  Decembeiv  The  loss. is  esti- 
mated at  several  hundred  stucka  (each  265  ffallons)  in  the  very  best 
situations.  The  wines  gathered  under  such  un&vourable  circumstances 
are  not  to  be  judged  of  yet  on  account  o£  the  imperfect,  fermentation ; 
but  most  of  them  are  thin,  hard,  and  frosty ;  others,  which  came  in 
earlier  and  in  dry  weather,  are  of  course  betterj  aud  constitute jniddling 
good  wines,  approaching  most  to  those  of  1870. 

He  damage  sufiered  in  quality  has  to  some  extent  been  compezr* 
sated  in  quantity.  The  gathering  amounts,  as  I  shall  presently  shoiw, 
to  about  7,000  stucks  in  the  Bhinegau.  alone,  and  to  about  520  stucks 
at  Hochheim,  Wiesbaden,  &c.  The  few  wines  of  middling  classes 
which  passed  into  second  hands  were  paid  for  &om  30/.  to  40/.  and  46/. 
per  stuck,  thus  remaining  much  beiow  last,  year's  quotations. 

In  the  Bavaidan  Palatinate  by  far  the.  arreater  part  of  the  wines 
were  brought  in  about  the  10th  of  i^ovenuber,  and  on  this  account 
ware  not  quite  so-  much  damaged  by  the  hardness  of  the  weather  as 
those  of  the  Bhineg^u.  Their  average  quality,  however,  is  not  above 
middling;  a  good  many  are  Yerj  inferior,  thin,  and  sour;  others 
tolerably  good^  and  a  few  really  good.  None  of  them,  however,  equal 
in  quality  those  of  1874,  and r^okhetween  those  of  1870  and  1872.  A 
caoeful  auACtioa  is  more  than  ever  necessary  hare.  Notwithstanding 
the  damage  danei  by  hail  in  August  audSq^tember  (particularly  in  tha 
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upland  diBtrictfl,  as  well  as  at  Forat,  Deidesheim,  Durkheim,  Wachen- 
heitn,  &c.)»  and  the  ravages  of  the  Oidium  on  the  heavy  soils  of  the 
upland,  the  quantity  gathered  in  the  Palatinate  exceeds  all  expecta- 
tions. Many  growers  had,  in  fact,  no  room  to  store  the  harvest;  and 
this  cirouiD stance,  combined  with  the  dullness  of  the  trade,  kept  prices 
very  low;  but  since  it  is  known  that  the  lower  grounds  have  been 
injured  by  the  frost  in  December  last,  some  more  important  sales  are  re- 
gistered at  the  following  prices : — In  the  south  distncts  at  120  to  200  fl., 
or  lOZ.  to  17/. ;  in  the  middle  districts  at  200  to  300  fl.,  or  17Z.  to  25Z. ; 
in  the  north  dibtricts  at  350  to  450  and  500  fl.,  or  29/.  to  42/.  per  fuder 
of  1,000  litres  or  220  gallons.  The  whole  quantity  gathered  is  equal  to 
that  of  1868,  and  amounts  to  about  125,000  f  aders. 

Bhine^Hesse  and  the  Nahe  produced  also  a  large  quantity  of  wines, 
almost  82,000  stucks;  but  unfortunately  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
them — except  a  few  at  Nierstein,  Oppenheim,  and  on  tlie  Nahe — are 
very  inferior  in  quality,  and  offer  this  year  little  interest  for  abroad. 

The  Moselle  sufiered  much  from  unseasonable  rainfall,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  grapes  rotted  so  quickly  in  October  that  the 
growers  were  obliged  to  gather  the  greater  part  before  they  came  to 
their  full  maturity.  The  wines  then  obtained  are  of  course  thin,  hard, 
and  sour ;  but  others,  gathered  during  the  latter  part  of  October,  are 
superior  in  quality.  Of  pleasing?,  soft  flavour  and  bouquet,  though 
light,  they  constitute  a  good  middle  class  wine,  holding  partly  the 
character  of  1870,  partly  of  1873,  and  thus  compensating  the  great  defi- 
ciencv  of  cheap  wines  for  home  consumption. 

Tne  produce  is  estimated  on  Moselle  and  Saar  together  at  almost 
a  full  vintage,  or  40,000  fuders  of  212  gallons  each. 

The  prices  known  up  to  to-day  vary  from  360  to  600  marks,  or 
18/.  to  80/.  per  fuder. 

Here,  as  well  as  on  the  Ehine,  very  few  purchases  are  registered  up 
to  the  present  time.  The  high  prices  paid  for  1874  wines  weigh  still 
upon  the  buyers.  The  golden  times,  when  people  got  rich  suddenlv, 
are  over,  and,  with  them,  the  wish  of  a  certain  class  of  buyers  to  hold 
the  finest  and  the  most  expensive  wines.  It  speaks,  therefore,  much 
in  favour  of  the  quality  and  development  of  the  1874  wines,  that  their 
prices,  in  spite  of  the  plenty  of  the  1875  crop  and  of  the  dullness  of 
Dusiness,  have  not  diminbhed,  but,  on  the  contrary,  are  rather  higher 
now  than  before. 

This  is  particularly  the  case  in  the  Palatinate,  where  the  1874  are 
by  far  the  best  of  the  Bhine.  At  a  public  sale,  held  at  the  end  of 
April*  l>y  the  heirs  of  Von  Schellhorn,  the  finest  Auslese,  then  only 
five  months  old,  obtained  the  price  of  12,875  marks,  or  643/.,  for 
220  gallons,  bought  for  the  King  of  Bavaria.  Tliis  sale  consisted  of 
112  fuders,  presenting  a  most  interesting  and  regular  scale,  from  the 
middle  class  to  the  finest  CTowths  of  the  Haardt,  and  produced  at  an 
average  2,630  marks  or  131/.  per  fuder. 

I  have  still  to  mention  here,  at  the  risk  of  being  too  circum- 
stantial, a  branch  of  industry  which  already  has  become  important 
in  our  vine-growing  districts.  I  mean  the  fabrication  of  sparkling 
hock  and  moselle,  according  to  the  French  system,  that  is,  by  producing 
the  carbonate  through  the  fermentation  of  the  wine  in  tne  bottle. 
About  forty  larger  and  smaller  manufactories  exist  on  the  Bhine  and 
Moselle,  amongst  which  some  have  obtained  a  world-wide  reputation 
through  the  excellency  of  their  produce.  I  regret  that  the  whole  pro- 
duction (no  statistics  existing)  is  not  known,  but  I  believe  that  on  an 
average  it  may  be  estimated  at  about  2,500,000  to  8,000,000  bottlea 
every  year,  and  would  certainly  be  more  important  were  it  not  on 
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account  of  the  prejudice  which  preyajls  against  these  wines  in  some, 
countries.  Without  in  the  least  despising  the  well*known  qualities  of 
the  best  French  champagne  marks,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  however, 
that  the  Bhenish  sparUing  wines  are  by  far  superior  in  quality,  and 
particularly  in  bouquet,  at  the  same  prices,  to  the  produce  of  Saumur  and 
many  of  the  inferior  champagne  districts,  from  whence  the  greater  part 
of  the  trade  now  get  their  supply. 

England  and  Belgium  have  most  judiciously  recognized  this  superi- 
ority of  our  wines,  and  give  a  marked  preference  to  thera.^  Since  1871 
their  consumption  has  not  increased ;  but  i  believe  that  probably  the 
same  fact  exists  in  regard  to  French  champagne,  and  the  reason  is 
easily  found  in  the.  general  depression  of  business. 

While  in  some  parts  of  the  Palatinate  the  re-appearance  of  the 
Oidium  is  unfortunately  confirmed,  I  am  hapdy  to  say  no  single  case  of 
the  much  more  dangerous  Fhylloxera  has  been  noticed,  and  that  the 
general  state  of  our  vines  is  as  sound  as  can  be  desired. 

Annexed  is  a  statement  of  the  gatherings  of  1874  and  1875  com- 
pared with  a  full  vintage.  These  figures,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe, 
are  very  near  the  reality ;  however,  1  only  guarantee  their  strict  correct- 
ness with  regard  to  the  Bhinegau.  According  to  thisi  statement,  the 
whole  produce  of  1875  amounts  to  about  47,882,500  i?alions  of  wine,  or 
16,075,000  gallons  more  than  in  1874;  but  notwithstanding  this 
increase,  the  value  represented  by  this  quantity  will  be  doubtless 
100,000/.  and  more  below  that  of  1874,  the  average  prices  being  so 
much  lower  at  present. 

Pboduge  of  the  Bhinegau,  1875. 

(a)  DiaiBIOT  BUDBBHIDf. 


White. 

B«d. 

Lorcbbausen 

Lortb         

AssmaxmBbansen 

Eibiogen,  Aulhaus^ 
itudesbeim . . 

Oeisenbeim 

JobaDniabfrg         

Winckcl 

Stuck. 
876 

1,1  il 
167 
884 
819 
646 
246 
413 

Stack. 

16 

18 

118 

Total          

4,189 

141 

(h)  DiSTBIOT  ElTVUXI. 


White. 

Bed. 

BltviUe      

Erbach       

Hallgarten 

Hattenheim          

Kieilrick 

Ifittelheim: 

lleodorf 

l^ieder  aad  Ober  WaUuf  .. 
OeiArich 

Stack. 
480 
39S 
802 
824 
141 
168 
178 
110 
410 
826 

Stock. 
5 
2 

1 

• . 

*  • 

2 
2 

•  • 
•• 

Total          

WiesbadeaandHocbheia 

2,761 
521 

12 
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'!FBA3nnoBT  of  ihe!Frodi»e  d£tbe^Rhia^«a. 


WUIo. 

!J^ 

(d)  District  Badesheim     .. 
(6)  Diitrict  mtrlUe 

4,189 
2,«71 

Slaak. 
141 
'12     ■ 

« 

(6;610        1 
158 

:im 

(c)  Hochhttm  and  WiMaden     . . 

6,968 
Ji21 

1 

7^84 

CmSPXEATTTR  Statemcmt.of  Prodnoe. 


"MIVlBtige. 

-1874.              ♦ 

1175. 

BMlM«MI        ...         ...         .^ 

Falatkuite      

Bhiae,  AHfi,  mad^aie    ... 
Lower  BUnetAUr    ...       ... 

'                                      1^ 

9,000 
104,000 
^000 

6,000 

GeBoM 

2,888,000 

27,660,000 

1,480,000, 

1,826,000 

BtaA,  1 

6,200 
'69,000 

18,800 
2,700 

l,878v000 

18,286,000 

4889,000 

71^600 

4CMk. 

7,600 
104,000 
82,000 

6.000 

1,887,4)00 
27,860.000 
.8,480,800 

1,18ft.ft00 

ItodlcSaar 

160,000 
Fuller. 
tt^OOO 

88,760,000 
9,076,000 

96,000 
Fader. 
804XK) 

26,807,800 
9k460,000 

.148,600 
Fuder. 
40,000 

8,480,000 

Totil      

In  1874   ...       ...       ... 

49,4afi/)00 

81,767,600 

47,882,600 
81,767,600 

Move  in  1875     

... 

... 

16,076,000 

The  following  table  shows  the  rate  of  exchange  at  Cobgne  for  the 
year  1876 :— 


1875. 

At  Seven  Dsjb, 

AtTlnte^SfQathB. 

Jannaiy 
Pebfiuuy 
H»rch.. 
April  .. 
M»y    ..        . 
June    . . 
My     ..         . 
Augittt 
September 
October 
KoTcmber 
Deoembet      . 

Hks.  pf.     MkB.  pf. 
20    44  to  20    44 
20    54        20    54 
20    56        20    66 
M    56        20    M 
20    56        20    66 
20    60        20    64 
20    47        20    50 
20  -88        20    42 
;20    87        20    88 
20    27       20    81 
20    81        20    88 
;80    82        20    86 

Mkfl.  pt    ^Hk8.  pf. 
20    80  to  20    80 
20    50        20    50 
20    39        20    45 
20    41        20    41 
20    41        20    46 
20    42        20    47 
20    88        20    85 
20    ^9        20    29 
20    27        20    29 
20    10        20    17 
20    15        20    17 
20    19      M    21 

A  census  of  the  German  Empire  was  taken  on  the  1st  of  bwiCDecembery 
but  the  results  are  not  m  yet  completely  published.  Gtermeaij  now 
counts  thirty-two  cities  with  a  population  of  more  than  '5,000  souls. 
Conspicuous  amongst  these  are  Berlin,  with  one  million ;  'Hamburgh- 
Altona,  with  850,000;  Breilau,  240,000;  Dresden,  196,000;  Munich, 
190,000;  Elberfeld-Barmen,  160,000;  Cologne,  131,000.  O^iiweldorr 
has  over  80,000  .inhabitants,  and  ^,565  houses,  in  which  there  are  ai 
grand  total  ofU6,744  famiiiea. 
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POSTSOIUPT. 

The  table  wliicli  follows  ^ves  the  quantities  of  iron  and  steel,  raw 
and  manu&cturad,  produced  in  the  Dortmund  district  (Westphalia, 
and  Bhenish  province  nortii  jof  ^tm  JUuse)  in  each  of  the  last  four 
years:— 


Year. 


Pig  Iron. 


Castlim* 

Goods,  2nd 

Gssting. 


and  Rolled 
lion.     , 

4 


BawSteeL 


Cksi  Steel. 


Total  SieeL 


vm 

1874 
1£75 


Tons. 

469,729 
488^806 


Tons. 

60,448 
86,144 
£8;042 


Tons. 
401,181 
484^468 
422,742 
B26,612  ' 


'Tons. 
80,762 
57,890 
113,148 
85,776 


T6ni. 
171,872 
215,654 
288,217 
.800,108 


252,id4 
278,551 
840,851 
885,884 


Tim  table  oonfinQs  .the  Sallowing ,; — 

L  A  flight  leductian  has  taken  place  in  the  .manu&cture  of  pig- 
iron  ainee  1B78,  a  reductian  equally  slight  in  ihe  make  of  wrought  .am 
rolled  iron. 

2.  Saw  steel  as  an.  article  x>f  nuamfadaire  is  gradnallj  jdisajipesirin^. 

B.  The  decrease  in  production  of  cast  iron  .goods  ainee  1S78  is 
haardlj  peroepttble. 

4.  The  manu&ctnre  of  cast  steel  has  neady  doubled  in  four  years, 
which  accounts  for  the  falling  off  in  wrought  and  rolled  iron. 

^.  The  ye^  1875  shows  an  improyement  upon  1874  in  all  Jbisnches 
of  iron  and  steel  manufiicture,  except  that  of  raw  steel. 

6.  The  crisis  which  still  affects  the  iron  and  steel  trade,  as  proved 
by  continued  depression  of  prices,  is  apparently  due  to  an  imprudent 
eztenaion  of  Bessemer  steel  production. 


DoBseldorf,  febraary  18/1875. 
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HAMBUEGH. 

Seport  hy  Oonnd  Anneiley  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Hamburgh 
for  the  Tear  1876. 


The  businesfl  of  the  year  just  closed  unfortimatelj  failed  to  justify 
tbe  hopes  that  bad  been  entertained  of  an  end  being  put  to  the  dullness 
and  want  of  enterprise  that  had  so  long  prevailed.  Although  there  was 
an  increase  in  the  number  and  tonnage  of  the  shipping  that  entered 
this  port,  the  cargoes  are  said  to  have  been  no  larger,  but  in  many 
cases  less,  than  during  the  previous  year,  while  freights  were  mucn 
lower,  and  the  profits  realized  are  believed  to  have  been  considerably 
smaller  than  usual.  Any  definite  information  on  these  points  cannot, 
however,  be  obtained,  nor  a  complete  estimate  formed,  until  the  issue 
of  tbe  reports  of  the  banks,  public  companies,  and  the  statistical 
details  of  the  imports  and  exports,  which  will  not  take  place  for  several 
months. 

A  comparison  of  the  closing  prices  for  the  last  three  years  of  the 
leading  railways,  banks,  and  other  industrial  enterprises  in  Hamburgh, 
will  perhaps  present  the  best  view  of  the  estimate  formed  by  the 
public  of  tne  commercial  results  of  the  year  just  closed.  It  will  be 
seen  bv  the  annexed  statement  that  with  scarcely  a  single  exception, 
the  slight  improvement  of  1874i  was  followed  by  a  further  decline : — 

Pbicsb  of  the  Shares  of  the  Pnncipal  Joint  Stock  Companies  in 
Hamburgh. 


Description  of  Company. 


187S. 


1874. 


1875. 


Berlin-TTtmbargh  Bailway 

AltonaKiel 

ColAgo£-Minden 

Noiih  Oerman  Bank 
Union  Bank 

International  Bank 

Commercial  Discount  Bank 
Anglo-Oermao  Bank 
Hamburg- American  Steam  Ship  Company 
Booth  American  Steam  Ship  Company 
Transatlaniic  Steam  Ship  Company 

Lanra  Ironworks* 

Dortmund  Union  Ironworks* 
Bailway  Carriage  works,  Hambnrgh 


Percent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent 

200 

208 

175 

ISO 

114 

112 

147 

125 

96 

140 

147 

125 

122 

*  125 

116 

»7 

104 

80 

90 

80 

82 

00 

48 

W 

186 

75 

51 

80 

69 

70 

61 

17 

9 

168 

184 

69 

88 

29 

11 

74 

48 

25 

Considerable  losses  were  experienced  in  consequence  of  the  numerous 
large  bankruptcies  that  occurred  in  ^igland  and  the  ITnited  States 
daring  the  year,  but  no  failures  of  any  importance  took  place.  Taught 
by  tbe  nevere  experience  of  recent  years,  the  mercantile  community 

•Althongli  these  works  are  situated  in  Wes^halia,  the  shares  are  exteoslTelj 
teHiahere. 
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abstained  from  the  speculation  on  the  Stock  Exchange  which  had  been 
followed  by  such  heavy  losses,  and  the  course  of  business  in  general 
was  extremely  dull.  Money  was  not  so  plentiful  as  in  1874,  and  the 
rate  of  discount  fluctuated  considerably,  varying  from  3  to  6  per  cent. 
The  reorganization  of  the  banking  system  of  Oermany  was  satisfactorily 
completed,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  productive  of  great  benefit  to  the 
country  at  larjge.  The  establishment  here  of  one  of  the  head  branches 
of  the  Imperial  Bank  led  to  the  abolition  of  the  State  Bank  of  Ham- 
biu'gh,  one  of  the  oldest  in  Europe,  having  been  in  existence  since 
1619. 

The  purchase  and  administration  by  the  Imperial  Government  of 
the  whole  railway  system  of  Germany  has  been  lately  ventilated,  but 
the  project  is  as  yet  in  too  undeveloped  a  state  to  render  it  probable 
that  any  great  change  will  speedily  occur,  and  it  seems  most  likely  that 
the  larger  states  of  the  empire  will  lead  the  way  in  a  reformation  from 
which  its  advocates  anticipate  very  extensive  benefits  to  the  public  in 
general. 

I.  TbABI  Jjn>  CoifHEBOE. 

The  following  particulars  respecting  the  transactions  on  the  Ham- 
burgh Exchange  in  the  principal  articles  of  consumption  and  raw  mate- 
rials are  derived  from  a  report  published  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
based  upon  information  furnished  by  the  leading  brokers. 

Coffee. — Hamburgh  vindicated  its  claim  to  be  considered  one  of  the 
principal  coffee  marts  of  Europe  by  a  total  import  that  not  only 
exceeded  any  previous  year,  but  was  even  larger  than  that  of  England 
or  Holland.  The  market  was,  however,  unsettled  throughout  the  year, 
sudden  panics  being  followe'd  by  equally  sudden  periods  of  dullness,  and 
the  constant  excitement  that  prevailed  had  a  very  injurious  effect  on 
business,  and  prevented  the  realization  of  the  profit  which  ought  to 
have  arisen  Irom  the  extensive  transactions  that  took  place.  Frices 
were  regulated  almost  constantly  by  the  New  York  market,  where 
large  speculative  purchases  were  made  in  anticipation  of  the  levy  of  an 
import  duty  in  the  United  States,  which  had  the  effect  of  forcing  prices 
in  Kio  Janeiro  above  the  value  here.  As,  however,  large  stocks  are  said 
to  have  been  acciunulated  in  the  United  States,  it  is  expected  that 
prices  will  recede,  and  a  more  steady  and  profitable  business  be  done 
during  the  present  year. 

The  quality  of  tne  coffee  from  Bio  and  Santos  was  generally  superior 
to  that  of  1874,  while  Bahia  and  Ceara  was  rather  lower.  The  produce 
of  St.  Domingo  and  Venezuela  was  very  satibfiEu;tory.  The  soil  and 
climate  of  the  latter  country  are  said  to  be  specially  favourable  to  the 
growth  of  coffee,  and  although  the  shipments  have  been  growing,  a 
tenfold  sreater  export  would  be  possible  were  the  scanty  population 
increased.  Large  purchases  of  Ceylon  and  other  qualities  were  made 
from  time  to  time  in  London  and  Havre  when  those  markets  were 
temporarily  overstocked,  and  generally  proved  remunerative. 

The  total  sales  were  1,496,000  cwts.,  and  the  stocks  on  hand  at  the 
dose  orthe  year  amounted  to'300,000  cwts. 

The  total  receipts  of  coffee  during  the  first  eleven  months  of  the 
past  two  years  in  the  six  principal  European  markets  are  thus  stated : — 
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• 

-em. 

JBT5. 

Holhnd 
Belginm 

HamJbax]^ 

'Erittrte           

Havre            «         ►.        ^.        -.•* 
Sogland        ,..        ..        «.        ...} 

Cute. 

447,000 
1,282,000 

1«»,000 

£85^0 
1,260,000       , 

am. 

j,4a4,tmo 

O21,*OD0 

l,540,t)00 

246,000 

JTl^iOO 

4»44Mf00 

Toka        

4^14»000 

4203,000 

The  dstails  of  the  importB  at  Hamburgh  forihe  laat  &re  jcears  were 
as  followB : — 

BncBiFfs  '.of  VoWoe, 


Whence  Imported. 

1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1876. 

SantOB         

Bio  Janeiro,  BidOa,  and  Oem  ... 

La  Gnayra  aadi2nr»goa  ... 

St.  Domingo          

East  Indies 

O'tber  ooantrlee     

Cwti. 

297,000 

293,060 

144,000  . 

80,000 

48,000  ! 

88,000 

836,000 

Cwte. 

129,000 
249,000 
138(000 
178,000 
48,000 
77,060 
264,t)00 

Cwts. 

278,000 

257,0I»  ^ 

.162,000 

84,000 

43,000 

62,000 

334,000 

Cirte. 

408,000 
.274v6e0  i 
430,000 

as,t)oo 

68,W> 

67,600 

613,000 

Cwts. 
3X8^000 
306,000 
176,000 
'I20,X)00 
86»6f0 
64,000 
466,000 

Total    i 

1,286.000 

1,078,000 

1,220,000 

1,340,000 

1,^16,000 

Ckfuooi — ^There  was  a  considerable  fallmg  off  in  this  article,  the 
imports  having  been  x)ne-third  below  those  of  1874,  and  large  sales 
could  only  be  effected  at  low  prices.  The  small  stocks  led  to  an  im- 
provement towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  quotations  for  Goiayaquil 
closed  at  a  considerable  advance  upon  the  b^^inning  of  the  season. 
The  expectation  entertained  a  few  years  since  that  cocoa  would  become 
a  more  general  artidle  of  consumption  in  Germany,  has  not  been 
realized,  and  the  demand  appears  to  be  steadilj  declining. 


SBOsreosof  Cocoa. 


Whence  Ii^poited.            j 

ASH. 

1872. 

18T6. 

ISM. 

a875. 

GuaTaqnil   « ~.       -4 

Caraccas      ...       

Otbtpcoimtties     4 

SadES.    i 

26,724    , 

2,448     ' 

10,464    . 

Sadct. 
.24,486 
2,834     ' 
12^ 

flatks. 
■41,436    . 
3,176 

Sacks. 
.•6,670 

'O.ooe 

'6,8fl0 

Safiks. 

16(600 
3,646 
7,472 

Total 

38;69B 

^,266 

63,862 

40,660 

60,821 

*Oram, — Although 'the  harreirt  of  1874  wa8  4arge,^*had  no  effect  no 
this  market,  and 'the  transactions *in  grain  were  few  and  unremunerative* 
Germany  has  ceased  to  be  an  exporter  c^  iidieat,  owing  to  the  fiict  that 
the  supply  in  good  years  is  scarcely  more  than  egiialto  the  demand^ 
While  m  miffitvour^ie  ^seasontr  it  is  necessary  to  import  from  the  Black 
Sea  and  Norfli  SdLmerica.  Witii*ttie  ezBeption  df  ^several  shfpmentsto 
England  of  Saale  barley  and  maize  during  the  closing  months  of  the 
year,  little  business  was  done,  and  there  seems  little  prospect  of  im- 
provement at  present,  from  the  fact  that  while  the  crops  of  1874  were 
above  the  average,  those  of  1875  are  about  15  per  cent,  below,  and  leave 
nothing  available  for  export. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HAIfBUSCnC. 


!Bb»i— ?Phe  actiritj  that  prorailed  in  this  article  m  lB74r was  ISUo wed 
%  a  depression  *of  -seyBral  monl^'  dunfttion.  The  market  was  in* 
'flaencea  by  the  large  speculative  purchases  made  in  the  nreyioua 
season,  ^ioh  could  only  be  disposed  of  at  great  saerifieee,  ana  conse- 
quent^ the  Imports  were  much  below  the  aTForage.  Prices  were  low 
and  experienced  little  fluctuation,  bnt  the  quality  was  'in  general  saiis- 
"Eactory.  The  .sales  amounted  to  276,000  sacks,  or  520,000  cwts.^ 
i^gainst  610,000  cwts.  in  1674. 

BsoEiFES  of  Bice. 


■wDanco  Importsd. 

1871. 

1872. 

WI8. 

1874. 

1876. 

Bangoon     

Airaoan      

Baasein       

Bengal        

j^s.    

oaigon        

Java 

other  oouBtrifls     

Saaks. 
806,143 
17,642 
28,614 
11,D68 

4;M2 

6,896 

iSl,8t2 

Sadtt. 
161,314 
24,628 
19,266 
0,711    . 

:2oVi68  , 

:34,4»    \ 

Saeks. 
189,986     ' 
67,400 
19,427 
11,926 
11,067 
*9iOI6 
2,062 
Ul,270 

Saohi. 
103,613 
18,933 
66,293 
•    12,764 
86,363 
-40,373 
7,783 
23|068 

!Sack8. 

178,873 

25,410 

62,900 

14,994 

1,796 

6,'249 
8,648 

Total     ...       ^ „ 

303,06 

267,<I0 

312,873 

360,180 

288,763 

S^rUs, — ^The  imp<n*tation  of  raw  snd  rectified  spirits  scarcely 
exceeded  that  of  the  previous  j^ear,  owing  to  the  brisk  competition  of 
iiie  JE*ien£h  4;m}ducer8,  and  amounted  to  54,000  casks  of  000  litres,  half 
of  which  was  received  from  Eussia,  the  remainder  from  the  south  of 
Ctermanv.  Prices  were  seneraUj  low.  Large  purchases  were  made 
for  England  and  Switzerland  and  a  few  for  Italy,  while  Spain,  which 
geiieralrjr  imports  largely  from  this  market,  bought  very  little,  on 
account  of  the  improved  vintage  of  last  year. 

iSu^dr.— Business  in  this  article  was  not  subject  to  much  specula- 
tion during  the  year,  and  prices  were  maintained  with  little  fluctuation 
during  the  early  months,  but  went  down  rapidly  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  in  consequenoe  of  the  large  beet-root  crop.  In  refined  sugar 
an  injurious  reflect  was  experienced  through  Hie  bonus  granted  by  the 
French  Government  to  exporters,  which  enabled  them  to  eompete 
succesofullv  in  the  markets  of  the  north  of  Europe,  which  were 
formerlv  cniefly  supplied  frrom  this  pnrt.  The  protective  Zollverein 
duties  Lad  a  aimilar  effect  :with  regard  to  the  interior  of  Germany, 
and  the  result  has  been  the  cbsing  of  one  of  the  two  refineries  in 
operation  here.  The  receipts  from  aU  sources  during  the  last  five  years 
are  thus  stated,  those  from  the  interior  having  consisted  exdusivjEdy  of 
beet-:root  sugar,  unrefined,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  passed  through 
in  transit  mmfy  to  England. 

Seoeepts  'of  .Ba^^Sugar. 


^  WoanM  ImiKHctad. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1876. 

Cwta. 

Owlf. 

Own. 

Cvti. 

Cwtt. 

Interior  of  Oennany       

1,289,968 

636,lft6 

1.066,8M 

909^897 

040,000 

3raaU          

66,943  < 

116infl 

27,016 

9,m 

^  »r**S 

iPortoBioo  .„       ,^ 

.4(5,646  j 

8M33 

.33,274 

28,080 

l«^' 

Oreat  Britain        

w,s2rT  ' 

25,671 

4,721 

4,166 

Cttba 

.       8,«16 

-19,716 

18^289 

•OMIaaiKbyam)    „ .; 

7,t98 

4,894 

1^ 

J0,305 

11  §1- 

Ikitch'E.Uidiea    

39,864 

16,291 

TA^m 

8,000 

il*>anaJ(bjaaa)     ...       ...       ... 

7v«40  , 

^347     . 
^643 

MO 

J|«S= 

Other  countries     

74,680 

58,372  ' 

W,539 

Total    

1,675,666 

837,781 

1,228,773 

998,124 

7S(>,000   - 
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TDhaeec-^AB  anticipated  at  the  clcse  of  last  season,  an  improve- 
ment took  place  in  this  article,  which  continued  during  the  greater  part 
«f  the  year ;  but  the  closing  months  were  so  dull  that  the  total  results 
were  very  unsatisfactory,  and  showed  that  the  depressed  state  of  trade 
was  not  without  an  effect  even  upon  an  article  so  widely  used  in 
Germany  as  tobacco.  The  sales  at  this  port  of  the  five  princip^  Qualities 
amounted  to  115,000  serous,  against  187,000  in  1874,  tne  aecrease 
being  chiefly  in  the  cheaper  sorts  of  Cuba  and  St.  Domingo,  while 
Havana  and  Brazil  were  nearly  equal  to  former  years,  and  Porto  Bico 
showed  an  improvement.  The  imports  from  Jamaica  were  small,  but 
met  with  a  ready  sale,  which  promises  well  for  future  consignments. 
The  same  remark  applies  to  Java  tobacco,  the  shipments  of  which  are 
steadily  increasing.  The  receipts  of  the  leading  qualities,  including 
a  considerable  quantity  which  passed  through  in  transit. 

Ebcbipts  of  Tobacco. 


Whence  Imported. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

Havan*       

Cuba 

St.Domizuj^          

Porto  Bico 

BraiU          ...       

Serons. 
14.617 

9^836 
17,349 
60,727 

Serone. 
36,606 
9,038 

113,773 
16,154 
61,624 

Serons. 
21,326 
1,830 
78,666 
29,277 
47,963 

Serona. 

22,667 

7,366 

121,461 
16,724 
49,662 

SeroDt. 
13,167 
318 
89,984 
16,746 
67,767 

Total     

177,429 

236,094 

178,960 

217,870 

186,971 

Baw  Matebials. 

Cotton, — The  unfavourable  state  of  trade  materially  affected  this 
article,  and  the  transactions  were  about  40  per  cent,  below  those  of 
1874.  Prices  rose  in  the  beginning  of  the  season  owing  to  reduced 
shipments  from  the  United  States,  but  receded  nearly  to  their  former 
level  as  favourable  reports  were  received  of  the  new  crop.  The  total 
imports  were  about  22,000  bales  less  than  in  the  former  year,  but  the 
quantity  in  transit  remained  about  the  same.  The  stock  in  hand  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  17,000  bales. 

Becbipts  of  Cotton. 


Whence  Imported. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

United  Rtatee        

Sonth  America      

West  Indict 

England      

Other  ooontriet     

Ba]e8. 
27.479 
28,396 
86,489 
126,767 
11,268 

Bales. 
42,674 
67,867 
25,341 
123,051 
22,337 

Bales. 
33.836 
26,355 
26,465 
87,147 
8,920 

Bales. 
87,930 
24,140 
31,293 
106,020 
17,372 

Bales. 
27,925 
17,767 
17,099 
112,436 
19,237 

Total    

230,398 

281,270 

182,423 

216,766 

194,464 

Qdal — ^The  receipts  of  coal  from  England  were  larger  than  in  the 
two  previous  years,  but  did  not  reach  the  level  of  1872.  Prices  were 
subject  to  little  variation  as  the  supply  kept  pace  with  the  demand. 
No  particulars  are  known  respecting  the  quantity  of  Westphalian  coal 
brought  here,  but  it  is  believed  to  have  be%n  very  small,  as  was  also 
the  caser  with  Bohemian  brown  coal,  of  which  onlv  18,000  tons  were 
receivec^  as  neither  quality  can  b#  sucoessiiiUy  osad  Cx  manufactoring 
purposes. 
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Beosipts  of  Coal  from  TTnited  Kingdom. 

Tom. 

1871 1,022,000 

1872    ..         928,000 

1878 ;         ..         ..         796,000 

1874 850,800 

1876 917,200 

Dyeing  Materials. — This  branch  of  trade  appears  to  have  been  one 
of  the  few  in  which  a  satisfactory  business  was  done.  Although  the 
imports  were  much  larger  than  usual,  the  sales  were  so  prompt  that 
very  little  was  warehoused,  and  the  stocks  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the 
year  were  small.  Of  Campeachy  logwood,  thirty-three  cargoes  were 
landed,  and  a  considerable  quantity  came  vi&  England.  The  shipments 
from  St.  Domingo  were  equal  to  former  years,  and  of  superior  quali^, 
but  those  from  Jamaica  are  declining.  A  limited  and  unprofitable 
business  was  done  in  indigo  and  cochineal,  but  terra  catechu  and  terra 
japonica  met  with  a  ready  sale  at  adyancing  prices.  The  supplies  of 
the  principal  articles  are  thus  stated : — 

BiOEiPTS  of  Dyewoods,  Ac. 


Doteiiptiuu. 

Cwte.    ... 

1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

187& 

Logwood,  Campemchy    

172,000 

252,000 

107,000 

157,000 

176,000 

„        Jamaica         

Cocfiiwal 

„ 

800,000 

260,000 

94.000 

207,500 

268,000 

Serons  ... 

4,580 

5,800 

4,600 

5,200 

5,000 

HMUgo        ..       

Cheats... 
ISeroni 
Cwt8.    ... 

4,780 

4,040 

8,650 

8,860 

8,800 

1,130 

1,720 

1,880 

1,480 

1,200 

Terra  catocfan      

]6,A0O 

6,000 

12,000 

6,000 

9,000 

"    ^"'***     

»» 

45,000 

85,000 

45,000 

40,000 

60,000 

Midee  and  Hams. — The  transactions  in  domestic  hides  were  very 
limited,  and  prices  were  low,  but  the  imports  from  South  America 
showed  an  increase,  and  met  with  a  ready  sale,  so  that  the  stocks  at 
the  end  of  the  year  were  yery  small.  Considerable  quantities  of 
Mexican  hides  were  brought  on  the  market,  but  the  quality^  being 
unsatisfactory,  they  were  sold  at  reduced  prices.  Dry  salted  Ceara  and 
Pernambuco  hides  were  readily  disposed  of,  but  at  a  reduction  from 
the  high  rates  of  the  year  1874* 

In  horns  A  good  business  was  done,  the  imports  haying  been  20  per 
cent,  above  the  former  year,  but  not  equal  to  those  of  1872.  The 
increase  was  chiefly  in  shipments  from  Buenos  Ayres  and  Eio  Ghrande, 
and  had  the  effect  of  depressing  prices  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year. 


Beceipis  of  Hides. 

Yeac 

Hides. 

Bales. 

1871          

1872 
1873 

1874          

1876          

704,000 
990,000 
766,000 
728,000 
781,400 

10,892 
11,181 
9,868 
11,771 
10,114 
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1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1875. 

BaenMAyres 

LaGoaynt  ...       ...       

Kio  Grande 

Valpandw 

Portugal      ...       .»       

Other  oonntriet     

150(000 
15,600 

220,800 
28,000 
42,600 
48,800 

^  167.000. 
61,600 

341,600 
25,800 
28,800 

183,200 

116,500 

14,960 

219,560 

17^400 
60,600 

Illlif 

228,620 

7,P90 

228,650 

19*350 
126,65a 

TWaL 

500,880 

8M^000 

438,020. 

>   4a2,4l8 

.   601,^ 

Betroleuim — AitbougL  tlie  use  o£  petroleum  is  rapidly  ihciBBsizig 
in  Grermanjr^  tho.  shipmenta  to  this,  port  were:  about  m  per  cent* 
ttnailflr  than^  in  18%^  owing. to  t&e  unaatisfacixwy  nature  of  the.  wBn¥ 
luniBes.  devoted  to.  it .  compared  witii  those  existiiig;  at  Bremen  and 
Stattiny  where.  Uie  imparfce  showed,  an  improv^nent  on  the  preyibus 
jKaai!:  of  25.  and  21  per  cmaHa.  respeotivelj.'  Pricee  suffered  a  reduction 
aa  the  season  advanced,  hut  rose  aaain  towiords  the  end  of  thei  yeai) 
when  there  was  a  stock  in  hand  of  about  29,(if00  barrels* 


Beceipts  of  Petroleum. 


1871 
1872 
1878* 
1874 
1875 


Barrels. 

18MAi^ 
2»^2S8> 
262,000^ 
170,859- 


Sal^fetrm — Tfias  frequmt  repintk  dhring.  the  last  two  jmaB^(£  tbe 
intention  of  the  F^ruirian  Government  to  monopolise  or  impose  a 
Higher  export  dtrty^on  lliis  article;  had*  tfae'efiiset'ofoheckiug  uporatiom 
aim  disturbing  the  market.  There  was  a  large,  decrease  in  the  imports, 
aswill  be  seen,  by  the  fbllbwiiig  statement': — 


BBcmpTB  Off  Sidtpeto. 


1871 
lfi72. 
1878 
1874 
1876 


Sadik 
240,2B» 

816,076 
468,428' 
372.278 


Sulphur. — ^The  receipts  of  sulphur  are  steadily  increasinisr,  but  very 
little  business  results  finom  the  larger  supplies,  as  most  of  it  goeainto 
the  interior  in  transit.  A  profitable  trade  was  done  in  Hamburgh 
refined  sulphur,  but  foreign,  manu&ctures  met  with  little  attention. 
The  stock  of  raw  sulphur  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  11,000  cwt. 

BaasBFiB  of  Sulphur. 

Cwts^ 

mn ..     89,41^0 

I872i  ..         .. ..  108,tf0 

IBTB-  ..         ..         •  ..  147,890 

1874  112,280 

ia7&  ..  17M80 

Wool, — There  was  a  small  increase  in  the  importation  of  wool, 
which,  however,  was  not  accompanied  by  profitable  trade,  owing  to  the 
high  prices  ruling  at  the  Cape,  and  the  stagnation  of  business  in 
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the  year,  But  closed  at  5  per  cent,  below  the  opening  quot^tunuu 

BJHXBIPT9  of  IFooL 


Wbenoe  Ingpaeliid. 

1871. 

lttf9. 

.      "W* 

1874. 

1875. 

CapeofOoodHopa        

Brain,  Ac 

Hatto  and  Amtterdtai    

Antwerp      

Eti«IaiMl      ...       ...       

Interior  of  Gennaifr       

other  conntriea     ...       

IMM. 

10,118 

125 

1,812 

3,960 

48,681 

68,701 
1,860 

Bate. 

5,699 

897 

717 

8,429 

46,888 

25,068 

Bysi.  . 
8)na> 

''IS. 

i;7W^ 
88,002 

286 

Btlto. 

3,008 

978 

2,^232 

;•   arf464 

995 

6,784 

2,549 

1,710 

61,180 

24,979 

19 

•Mtl    ...       ...       

12%767 

)   mim 

.     T^gO. 

7K,386 

88,166 

II. — SmEPPDro. 

The  Aatoil»o£  the:  ahipping  o£  thia  pocttrilLnot.  be.  ooiaplgfced.  and 
published  for  several  mouths,  but  the  statement  below  furnishes  a 
gwwml  ▼MFW  of  tha*  number  of  the  yeoKls  that:  entered  donng^  the*  year, 
the  cooBjferies  from  iiAmh  tfaej  sffti^edy  and  theic  aggregate  tonnage 
and.  crews : — 

SmPFisa  onteced^iu.  182& 


Whtfioe  arriyed. 

Vessels. 

Tnmfiatlantic  eonntries:— 

Argentiin  Republic  and  Uruguay 

18 

Bzadl          ..         ..         _        ..,       ., 

111 

BritUttJforth  AiaaioB 

8 

ChinBtaodJaiMkn    .«. 

16 

East.IndieB ,. 

35 

East  Coast  of  Africa 

8 

WesiXioast  of  Afnoa  aiul  Azores 

a 

Mexico        

68 

PGrcrand  OtaiH'      ..        ••                   .« 

1» 

South  Sea  Islands  and  Australia  . . 

80 

UnitsdSlateff        .\ 

ISBf^ 

Venezuela  and  Columbia 

44 

West  Indies 

118 

Other  countries 

9 

Total       

767 

European  countries : — 

Austria        ..         ..     • 

4 

Belgium 

90 

Denmark 

19 

Prance         

178 

Qennany < 

623 

„        Lower  Elbe        .# 

^508 

Great  Britain         

1,626 

„           Colliers       

882 

Heligoland 

55 

Holland 

289 

Italy 

62 

Russia         

21 

Spain.  Portugal,  and  Malta 

60 

Sweden  and  Norway         

280 

Turkey  and  Greece 

8 

Total  ships       

5,262 

„     burthen 

2,120,488 

„     crews       

76,927 
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The  number  of  steamera  comprised  in  the  aboTe  return  are  stated 
as  follows  i—' 

Stsahsbs  arrived  in  1875. 


Whence  arrived. 

VesselB. 

America^  North     . «        

67 

„       South 

41 

)               Asiaand  Africa 

9 

France         

100 

Great  Britain         

2,016 

Netherlands           

100 

Norway,  Sweden,  and  Bnssia       

160 

Westlndies 

19 

Other  countries 

227 

Total 

2,789 

The  following  statement  of  shipping  for  the  last  five  years  shows 
also  the  extent  to  which  British  vessels  participated  in  the  trade. 

Shipping  at  Hamburg  1871-75. 


Year 

Ships. 

Register  Tons. 

Of  which  British. 

Ships. 

Register  Tons. 

1871 

1872..        ..        .. 

1878 

1874 

1875 

5,489 
5,918 
5,263 
5,225 
5,262 

1,887,505 
2,080,912 
1,887,600 
2.094,102 
2,120,488 

2,494 
2,452 
2,167 
2,189 
2,244 

1,021,614 
989,217 
927,478 
958,887 
995,210 

The  det^  of  the  British  shipping  at  this  and  the  adjacent  port  of 
Altona,  were  as  follows : — 
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Mambwnh  S^ippi$tg, — The  dullness  of  trade  and  the  oonseqaent 
difficulty  ot  fin£ng  employment  for  vessels  prevented  any  addition 
being  made  to  the  merchant  shipping  of  this  port,  except  to  supply  the 
places  of  ves&els  lost  or  sold.  The  sea-going  ships  registeoea  ait  the 
end  of  the  year  were  as  follows : — 

Smppnra  owned  at  Hamburgh. 


Noxaber. 

Begisler  Tons. 

Seastoamen 

TogstesmeiB 

Sailing  vesiels.. 

102 

16 

826 

89,784 

1,200 

126,604. 

Total         

444 

220,588 

SamUhor  and  Kaiser  Qaojfs. — ^The  steamers  which  discharged  and 
received  general  cargoes  during  the  year  at  the  commodious  wharves 
recently  built,  numbered  1,426,  with  a  tolad  burthen  of  887,568  register 
tons.  Those  laden  with  coal  were  1,813  in  number,  and  discharged  at 
the  lower  part  of  the  harbour,  but  their  total  burthen  is  not  yet  Imown* 
The  natioiudity  of  the  above-named  vessels  is  thus  stated : — 

SiXAKBB  traffic,  exclusive  of  Colliers. 


KationaKiy. 

Hmxtber. 

Belgian          

^<i8h           

Dutch            

f  ranch           .^        

Gennan         

Italiaa          

Portngaese 

Swedish         

10 

088 

70 

74 

806 

1 

1 

17 

Total        

1,426 

The  weight  of  the  goods  landed  from  these  vessels  and  conveyed  by 
railway  to  the  interior,  has  trebled  during  the  b»t  five  years,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  following  statement : — 

Cwt^ 

1871 2.087.987 

1872 8,488,186 

1878 4,688,114 

1874 5,622,284 

1875 6,001,826 

Miver  Elbe. — ^The  stoppa^  of  the  Elbe  for  neaiiy  nine  weeks  in  the 
winter  of  1870-71  led  to  the  formation  of  a  private  companjir,  aad  the 
construction  of  a  powerful  steamer,  for  the  purpose  of  iTta^ing  up  the 
ice,  and  thus  preserving  communication  between  Hamburgh  and  the 
sea.  During  the  present  and  the  last  winter  tbis  vessel  has  been  of 
great  service,  and  has  completely  prevented  tho^e  interruptions  under 
which  trade,  especially  with  England,  used  in  severe  winters  to  suffer 
eo  much.  The  great  amount  of  floating  ice  is,  however,  dangerous  to 
wooden  vessel8,.and  even  iron  ships  at  times  si^er  injury  from  it  both 
to  hull  and  machinery. 
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Marine  Insurance* — ^The  accounts  of  tbe  numerous  marine  insuranoo 
•companies  bave  not  yet  been  published,  but  tho  business  done  is 
estimated  to  have  been  equal  to  that  of  1874.  The  value  of  the 
nropertj  insured  agmnst  sea-risk,  during  the  last  four  years  was  as 
follows,  the  aven^  premium  having  been  0^  per  cent  i — 

Mabine  Insorsnce,  1871  to  1874. 

1871 88,878,820 

■    1872 101,547,420 

1878 89,016,700 

1874  ..         84,502;600 

JBknigraHanj'^lRiB  continued  depression  of  trade  in  the  TTnited 
States,  as  well  as  the  scarcity  of  money  among  the  agricultural  and 
labouring  classes  in  Germany,  had  the  effect  of  materially  checking  the 
outflow  of  labour  from  this  country,  and  emigration  It)  America  was 
nearly  one-half  lower  than  in  1874.  The  numper  and  destination  of 
the  emigrants  is  thus  stated : — 


EvxoBJLTioiN  in  1875. 

Whither  bound. 

Persons* 

By  steasner  dtrect  t— 

To  New  York 

Brasil,  Monte  Video,  and  Boenes  Ayres  . . 

ChiU 

West  Indies 

By  Bailing  vessel  direct  :— 
To  Australia  and  South  America 

Other  porta 

'Bf  steamers  indirect:— 
To  North  Ammoa,viftHnU  and  Liyerpool  .. 

18,782 

481 

480 

20 

1,798 
877 

0,872 

Total          

»1^10 

Of  the  emigrants  forwarded  direct  12,67d  were  male  and  8,888 
female,  16,815  being  adults,  8,706  children  under  ten  years  of  age,  and 
1,040  in&nts.  The  following  table  shows  the  extent  to  which  emigration 
has  fallen  off  within  the  past  five  years.  Besides  the  decrease  in  the 
numbers  bound  to  the  united  States,  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
numerous  warnings  that  have  lately  appeared  ret^pecting  the  unsuit- 
ability  of  the  climate  of  Brazil  for  northern  constitutions  have  at  last 
produced  an  effect,  and  emigration  to  that  country  has  decreased  nine- 
tenths  in  two  years. 

EiciOBATioN,  1871  to  1875. 


mi. 

1872. 

1J78. 

1874. 

1876. 

UnicedSUtea     ^ 

Mexico  and  West  Indie» 

BncU  and  U  Plata     

Other  South  American  oopntries      

AunnSia...       ...       ...       

Other  coontriea 

21,624 

98 

1,2M 

234 

1,901 

82 

46,708 

109 

8,647 

80ft 

2,489 

.           20 

6,170 
893 

1,461 

472 

18,7te 

420 

481 

80. 

1,798 
877 

Tbtal  direct 

»    indirect        

85,148 
7,081 

&8,228 
21,188 

44,578 
24,698 

80,626 
12,818 

21.988 
9,872 

Total 

42,224 

74,406 

00,170 

48,448 

81,810 

2  1.2  , 
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The  proportion  of  emigration  bj  steam  and  sailing  vessels  was  a» 
foUowiB  :— 


1872 
1878 
1874 
1875 


By  Steamer. 


65,149 
62,880 
40,154 
29,685 


By  Sailing  YeiBel. 


9,257 
6,846 
8,289 
2,175 


Espwrt  of  Catile.^TLhe  shipments  of  cattle  and  homes  showed  an 
improvement  upon  the  previous  year,  but  there  was  a  decrease  in 
the  number  of  sheep  and  pigs,  as  will  be  seen  bj  the  following 
statement : — 

Shxphents  of  Cattle,  &c. 


1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1875. 

Oxen  and  cows 

Calves 

Pigs     ••        ••        •• 

Sheep  and  lambs 
Hones..        .-• 

12,448 

1,468 
280,826 

17,909 
75^ 
4,518 
251,859 

•  • 

10,880 

10 

12,458 

190,598 

880 

16,686 
62 

2,810 
180,118 

2,818 

The  shipments  from  Tonning  wore  much  below  those  of  1874,  and 
only  amounted  to  24,547  oxeu,  and  37,817  sheep. 

III.  Aghicultubb. 

Although  the  weather  was  very  changeable  throughout  the  v^ar, 
this  part  of  Germany  happily  escaped  the  violent  floods  that  visited  the 
south  of  Europe,  and  the  results  of  the  harvest  were  in  geueral  satis- 
£BU^ry.  The  wheat  and  rye  crops  were  good  both  in  quantity  and 
quality ;  but  both  oats  and  barley  suffered  from  rain  in  July,  and  the 
quantity  secured  was  about  20  per  cent,  below  the  average.  Fotatoea 
turned  out  well,  and  a  large  quantity  is  available  for  export  These 
results  confirm  in  general  the  estimates  formed  by  the  agricultural 
societies  of  Prussia^  and  published  by  the  Government  before  the 
harvest  was  completed.  The  judgment  expressed  respecting  those 
provinces  lying  within  this  consulate  is  thus  stated,  an  average  crop> 
being  represented  by  I'OO,  and  the  excess  or  deficiency  by  decimals. 

Estimate]^  Excess  or  Deficiency  of  Crops  in  1874-75. 


Froriiioo. 

Wheat. 

Bye. 

Barley. 

Oatf. 

Beans. 

Potatoes. 

1874- 

Sohl«wlf.Holsteln     .^      ... 

Hanorer ... 
1975— 

SchleMriff-Holitebi     

Hanorer...       ...       

1-oe 

109 

0-96 
0-87 

1-02 
1-02 

l-Ol 
0-98 

1-01 
0*89 

1-01 
0^90 

1-00 
0-84 

0-96 
0-86 

0^ 
0^ 

0-87 
0-70 

0-96 
1-06 

0-99 
0-99 

IV,  ] 

?0PULA1 

'lOir. 

The   general   health   of  the   community    continued    satisfactory 
throughout  the  year,  aud  no  epidemic  diseases  were  experienced,  the 
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mortality  not  having  exceeded  the  normal  rate  of  26  per  1,000.  On  the 
let  of  December  a  census  was  taken  of  the  whole  empire,  the  fiiU 
details  of  which  will  not  be  published  for  a  considerable  time.  From 
the  tabulated  statement  which  has  appeared  respecting  this  town,  an 
increase  of  nearly  47,000,  or  18  per  cent.,  has  taken  pliuse  in  the  popu- 
lation during  the  four  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  last  census 
was  taken.  The  inhabitants  were  thus  distributed  at  the  periods 
referred  to : — 

PopuuLnoH  of  the  State  of  HamburgL 


' 

1871. 

.  1875. 

Town  and  lobnrbB,  inelnding  gar* 

rison,  and  seamen  in  haibonr . . 

Bnntl  districts  and  Bergedorf, .. 

800,612 

81,918 

6,449 

845,801 

88,189 

6,929 

Total 

888,974 

885,859 

During  the  period  from  December,  1871,  to  December,  1875, 54,889 
children  were  bom,  and  89,876  persons  died,  showing  a  natural  increase 
of  the  population  amounting  to  15,018,  in  addition  to  which  there  waa 
an  influx  from  without  of  81,872  persons,  an  indication  that  the  gravita- 
tion of  the  rural  population  to  the  large  towns  is  experienced  here  as 
in  England. 

As  the  last  census  was  very  elaborate  and  embraced  a  large  number 
of  subjects  neglected  in  the  previous  imperial  census,  such  as  the 
occupations  of  the  peoj)le,  the  extent  to  which  simple  or  complicated 
macmnerj  is  in  operation,  a  considerable  interval  must  necessarily 
elapse  b^ore  the  complete  results  are  given  to  the  world ;  but  it  is 
hoped  that  the  importance  which  is  attached  to  the  information  thus 
eoUected  will  prevent  any  undue  delay. 

Local  Industries^— J5nifft  this  head  there  is  nothing  new  to  report. 
Hamburgh  is  essentially  a  commercial  town,  and  the  number  of  persons 
engaged  in  the  only  manufactures  carried  on  is  very  small  in  proportion 
to  the  population.  The  occupjations  of  the  artizan  cksses  are  principalUy 
iron  and  wooden  shipbuilding,  steam  engine  and  carriage  buildings 
brewing,  distilling,  pianoforte  and  furniture  making,  and  the  curing  of 
beef  and  pork  for  export.  Sugar  refining  used  to  furnish  employment 
to  a  large  number  of  people,  but  has  of  late  years  materially  declmed. 

Hamburgh,  February  If  1876. 
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JBeport  bv  Viee-OoMui  Kruse  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  cfKielfbr 
iU  Tern'  1876.. 


In  giving  the  anmial  coniular  report  I  have  anevir  to  regret,  that 
the  official  statistics  are  not  yet  published ;  they  appear  so  late,  that 
the  annual  report  of  aa\  chamber  of  Qoman&tC^^  k  net  eiitedl  botore  the 
month  of  June« 

It  is,  th«f0fbre,  rather  difficult  t^  coBect  nliaMe  d*tft,  but  I  have 
the  conviction  that  this  report  will  meet  with  no  contradiction  by  what 
is  published  lattt  on. 

CoBK  Tradje. 

Want  of  speculation  characterized  nearly  the  whole  year,  excepting 
the  latter  half  of  July  and  the  month  of  August,  when  rainy  weatbor  in 
England  and  France  endiugered  crops. 

JBusiness  for  the  chief  article  of  export,  wheat,  moved  within  narrow 
limits,  prices  were  principally  regulaied  by  the  Hamburgh  Corn  Ex- 
change. Prices  of  rjc,  barley,  and  feeding  stufis  were  rather  indepen- 
dent of  foreign  markets,  as  local  wants  ana  the  demands  of  the  interior 
of  our  count^  influenced  them  in  preference. 

Crops  in  this  country  were,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory,  though  the 
quality  does  not  come  up  to  that  of  the  preceding  year. 


.     gave  abovt 

•  » 

•  »» 

» 

n 

Per  CeaL  ef  aa  Average. 

1875. 

1874. 

Bye    ..        . 
Barley 
Oats   .. 
Peaae  . . 
Potatoea 

a  #5 

lOJ 
101 
0-95 
0-87 
0-99 

106 
102 
101 
100 
0-89 
0-96 

Import  by  sea  in  this  port  was  in  18W  o^ 


Wheat 
Eye  .. 
Barley. . 
Oats  .. 
Pease  .. 
Potatoea 


1875. 


1874. 


Cwts. 

Cwta. 

124,405 

88,288 

128,807 

192,087 

143,771 

108,067 

25,212 

52,203 

6,186 

,, 

16,540 

.. 

Whereas  the  export  by  sea  in  1875  amounted  to — 
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Oafci 

Peai6 

Potatoes 


1876. 

1874. 

Cwtt. 

Cwte. 

2,59« 

2,782 

84,40« 

88,768 

2,4a 

^791 

668 

1,986 

108 

^^ 

10,818 

•  • 

Import  and  ^port  by  land,  the  latter  principallj  by  railway  to 
Hamburgh,  ii  not  controlled.  The  above  export  bj  sea  of  wheat,  lya, 
harle^y  and  oats  is  almost  exclusiyelv  for  sowing  purposes,  one  district 
in  this  neighbouriiood  having  enjoyed  for  many  years  a  great  repute  for 
dean  seed  com.  A  large  portion  of  it  went  by  rail  to  the  interior  of 
Germ^iyt  as  far  as  Alsace. 


Per  imperial  quarter,  free  on  board. 

Highest  Prioe 
ta  1875. 

Lowest  Price 
ial&75. 

Prcseat  Value. 

ForWheat 
V  Bari^ 

n    0«to 

£  s,   d, 
2  12    0 
2    2    0 
19    0 

£  #.    d. 
2    4    0 
1  18    6 

1    i    0 

£   *.   d. 
2    6    0 
1  14    0 
16    0 

Oil  Seeds. 

The  rapeved  and  winterriibsen  crop  was  in  1875, 67  per  cent,  of  an 
svwage,  against  in  1874, 96  per  cent,  of  an  average.  This  deficient  crop 
was  a  sad  drawback  for  our  farmers,  the  more  so  as  kr^^e  stoeks  of  aeed 
anid  oil  from  1874,  and  the  reduction  of  consumplaoa  m  the  mana&c- 
tering  districts  of  Glennany,  on  account  of  the  general  depression  in 
trade,  weighed  heavily  on  prices,  which  would  have  been  even  lower  bat 
fiir  the  great  demand  for  oil  cakes,  of  which  85,286  cwts.  were  exported 
by  sea,  beside  the  railway  export  not  controlled. 

Oil  goes  principally  to  the  Ehine,  Westphalia,  and  other  manufao 
turing  districts  of  Germany. 

BUTTEB. 

Butter  production  did  not  reach  an  average  owinc;  to  the  want  of 
rain  during  the  summer  months.  Great  Britam  was  the  principal  cus- 
tomer, although  some  contracts  were  also  made  for  Berlin.  Qual^ 
was,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory,  but  some  dairies  had  to  complain  elf 
pari  of  the  summer  make  in  the  month  of  August,  chiefly  attributed  to 
tbe  sudden  changes  of  temperatures. 

Import  by  sea  was  in  1875  21,2(Mi  cwts.,  against  21,720  cwts.  in 
1S74. 

Export  by  sea  in  1875  749  ewta.,  against  1^50  cwts.  in  1874t. 
Neither  import  nor  export  by  land  is  controlled. 
Piime  Kiel  butter  fetcaed  the  fcdlowing  average  prices  :— 

£  3,    d. 

Winter  baiter,  sfaooi. 6  18    Opercwt. 

Sommer    ^         „    «•        ••        ..     6  15    6      „  j 

Stttbhle     „         ,, 7    5    0     ,, 
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COAX8. 


This  trade  has  been  very  brisk.  The  consamption  of  coal  is  con- 
tixiuall^  increasing^in  proportion  as  firewood,  peat,  and  other  fiiel  aug* 
ments  in  value.  The  import  of  coal,  exclusively,  from  Great  Britain,  in 
1875  amounted  to  1,738,294  cwts.,  in  18741,445,000  cwts.  The  import 
in  1875  was  the  largest  ever  known.  Prices  were  rather  steady.  Stocks 
are  light. 

TiMBEB. 

l^e  timber  trade  suffered  under  different  influences.  At  the  open* 
ing  of  navigation  prices  in  the  exporting  countries  were  too  high  to 
induce  those  iuter^ted  in  this  branch  of  business  to  add  to  their  stock. 
In  August  and  September  shipments  arrived  more  freely,  when  prices 
were  reduced  to  the  range  of  the  value  here.  On  the  whole,  the  con- 
sumption of  timber  must  be  less,  as  the  high  wages  of  those  employed 
in  building  evidently  lessen  building  operations.  The  import  oy  sea 
was  91,772  cubic  metres.    Stocks  are  moderate. 

pRnrciPAL  IimusTBiAL  Establishments. 

1.  The  North  G-erman  Iron  Ship  Building  Company  had  constant 
work,  and  was  more  successful  than  in  the  preceding  years,  though  they 
have  not  recovered  the  losses  then  suffered.  They  employ  about  900 
men.  The  iron  used  is  principally  from  Westphalia  and  the  Bhine,  but 
they  have  also  had  iron  from  Alsace  and  Lorraine.  Private  contracts 
have  become  less  owing  to  the  general  depression  in  trade,  but  they 
were  fully  compensated  by  contracts  for  the  German  navy.  The  un- 
precedented depression  in  the  German  iron  market  makes  these  con- 
tracts partly  remunerative. 

2.  Iron  foundries  and  factories  have  to  contend  against  the  general 
depression  in  trade,  but  try  to  find  some  compensation  in  manufacturing 
agricultural  implements. 

3.  Our  breweries  worked  with  better  success  than  in  1874,  attri- 
butable chiefly  to  the  lower  price  of  barley  and  hops.  The  consumption 
of  beer  is  constantly  increasing,  and  so  is  the  production,  which  may  be 
estimated  between  80,000  and  90,000  hectolitres.  The  quality  of  the 
beer  is  very  satisfactory,  as  is  proved  by  large  export  to  other  towns  of 
the  country  and  to  Hamburgh. 

4.  Some  distilleries  have  worked  with  good  success. 

5.  A  wooden  frame  factory  had  constant  and  fuU  employment.  It 
competes  with  any  other  establishment  of  this  kind,  and  gets  first  prizes 
at  aU  exhibitions. 

6.  Our  oil  mills  were  in  constant  activity.  Prices  of  oil  kept  rather 
low  till  the  month  of  October,  when  they  rose  suddenlv.  The  high 
prices  of  cakes  was  a  great  relief  to  them.  They  crush  principally 
rapeseed  and  winterriibsen,  of  which  they  imported  by  sea  in  1875 
about  35,000  cwts.,  their  wants  are  chiefly  supplied  by  home  produce, 
which,  as  stated  before,  gave  only  67  per  cent,  of  an  average  crop.  The 
average  quantity  of  oil  crushed  may  be  estimated  about  25,000  cwts. 
rapeseed,  and  about  6,000  cwts.  linseed  oil. 

7.  Timber  ship  building  has  been  very  active,  it  appears  that  wooden 
ships  are  coming  again  into  favour.  Most  of  the  ships  were  f<^  foreign, 
especially  Hamburgh  account,  for  which  account  a  vessel  of  about 
1,000  tons  register  is  again  to  be  constructed. 

8.  The  flour  mill  which  was  burnt  down  in  1874  has  been  rebuilt  to 
a  larger  extent,  and  commenced  work  about  six  weeks  ago,  though  not 
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yet  with  full  power,  as  prices  of  flour  seem  to  be  unremuneratite.  This 
mill  is  one  of  the  largest  on  the  Continent,  and  able  to  grind,  when 
fully  employed,  about  800,000  quarters  of  wheat  yearly. 

9.  The  Jarge  sugar  mill  at  Itzehoe,  which  I  mentioned  in  my  last 
report,  has  been  burnt  down. 

10.  Cloth  manufactories  worked  with  less  success  this  year. 


Shipping. 
T  recorded  in  my  report  of  British  vessels — 

Ships. 

Begistered 
Tons. 

For  1875 

1874           

39 
48 

15,926 
15,425 

principally  employed  in  the  coal  trade.    I  must  defer  statistics  of 
shipping  in  this  port  till  the  official  statistics  appear. 

The  number  of  ships  belonging  to  this  port  is  76,  tonnage 
32,386*9  cubic  metres,  against  in  1874  81,  tonnage  30,304*9  cubic 
metres.  The  capital  invested  in  vessels  has,  on  the  average,  paid  a 
poor  dividend,  freights  having  been  low,  and  wages  the  same  as  in  the 
preceding  year.  No  accidents  or  casualties  have  occurred  in  thia 
district. 

Ageicultube. 

Although  the  price  for  agricultural  labour  has  somewhat  receded,  it 
is  yet  too  high  to  improve  the  position  of  farmers.  As  it  is  very 
doubtful  whether  labour  will  further  recede  in  value,  and  as  the  culture 
of  grain  has  from  year  to  year  become  less  remunerative  on  account  of 
the  more  successful  competition  of  remote  countries,  farmers  lay  out, 
wherever  the  soil  admits  of  it,  more  pasture,  and  thus  reduce  the 
acreage  under  grain.  Particular  attention  is  paid  on  their  part  to  the 
improvement  of  dairies,  and  of  the  qualitv  of  butter  and  cheese. 
Several  small  farmers  have  combined  to  establish  dairies,  and  thus  cen- 
tralize their  work.  A  consulting  dairyman  is  engaged  to  travel  about 
and  teach  an  improved  method  of  making  butter,  and  give  his  advice 
when  required.  The  Danish  system  of  making  butter  seems  at  present 
to  deserve  the  preference.  It  may  be  added,  that  for  corn  culture 
agricultural  implements  are  coming  more  and  more  into  use  even  on 
small  farms.  The  value  of  landed  property  is  on  the  increase  notwith- 
standing the  difficulties  the  farming  interest  has  to  encounter. 

Laboub. 

The  cost  of  labour  in  some  branches  has  somewhat  receded,  but  not 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  exercise  any  real  influence.  Social  democracy, 
with  the  view  to  gain  more  partisans  in  the  Grerman  Parliament, 
preaches  its  theories  even  amidst  the  agricultural  labourers,  and  is 
anxious  to  organize  strikes;  but  only  masons  and  carpenters  have 
hitherto  been  successful  in  raising  wages,  which,  in  tms  district,  is 
fSaunlitated  by  the  large  Government  works  for  naval  purposes,  and  the 
bnilcUng  interest  is  g^reatly  impeded  in  consequence.  It  will,  oi^  the 
whole,  be  very  difficult  to  reduce  wages,  as  the  wants  of  workmen,  not 
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only  for-  the  necessities  of  life,  but  also  for  pleasure  have  greaQj 
increased,  and  created  claims  which  are  hardly  to  be  realised. 

MOBXY 

followed  the  oscillations  of  the  Hamburgh  market.  The  interest  on 
mortgages  is  about  4  to  5  per  cent.,  at  which  rate  good  o&rs  could 
always  be  executed.  Our  saving  banks  haye  more  capital  than  they 
can  place. 

Eailwats. 

Traffic  on  the  Schleswig-HoLstein  lines  has  been  very  satis&ctory,. 
and  yielded  a  surplus  of  about  32,000Z.  over  the  returns  of  1874,  which 
will  admit  of  a  dividend  of  at  least  7  per  cent,  for  1875,  against  6  per 
cent,  for  1874.  The  new  line,  Neumiinster-Segeberg-Olderslohe,  was 
opened  in  the  month  of  December.  Its  length  is  alyout  30  English 
miles.  Capital  spent  about  240,000/.^  or  about  SfiOOl  per  mile.  A 
railway  from  Neumiinster  to  Heide  and  Tonning,  about  70  English 
miles,  has  received  the  sanction  of  Govemmentc  Capital,  180,000/.,  or 
about  2,570Z.  a  mile.  Another  line  from  Itasehoe  to  Heide  has  chancer 
of  success,  as  most  of  the  shares  are  taken  up.  These  linea  will  greatty 
benefit  the  old  Schleswig-Holatein  lines. 

Kiel,  Janaury  SO,  1870* 
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KONIGSBERG-PILLAU. 

Bepart  hy  Oomul  Hertalet  on  the  Trade  and  Oommerce  of  Konigtiberg* 
FUlaufor  the  year  1875. 

The  prospects  for  trade  at  Konigsberg  were  very  brilliant  at  the 
commencement  of  1875 . 

The  Konigsberg  merchants  being  chiefly  engaged  in  goods  trade  for 
export,  import,  and  transit,  forwarding  to  and  from  Eussia  and  the 
West,  were  not  so  much  affected  by  the  great  depression  which  has 
existed  over  nearly  all  the  rest  of  Germany,  although,  of  course,  the 
^neral  depression  on  all  other  exchanges  could  not  be  without  some 
mfluence  here. 

The  receipts  of  the  East  Prussian  Southern  Railway,  towar  Js  Brzesc- 
Litewskt  ana  Kieff,  Orel,  &c.,  &c.,  which  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  fair 
criterion  of  the  prosperous  state  of  the  trade,  continuea  steadily  to 
increase  until  the  month  of  August ;  and  although  the  atertge  income 
of  this  railway  for  the  year.  1875  reached  the  lar^jest  amount  of  about 
4,900,000  marks-~245,000?. — still  the  income  fell  from  the  month  of 
August,  when  it  was  540,000  marks  to  350,000  marks  in  September, 
and  about  the  same  for  the  ioUowing  months  of  the  year.     , 

The  chief  reason  for  this  falling  off  is  stated  to  bo  the  lailure  of  the 
agricultural  crops  in  the  southern  Russian  provinces,  but  whether  this 
is  to  be  attributed  to  climatic  reasons,  or  whether  the  owners  of  tho 
land  can  no  longer  produce  cheap  grain,  on  account  of  the  alteration  in 
the  prices  of  labour  in  those  parts,  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  opinion, 
although  similar  results,  on  the  liberation  of  the  serfs,  had  to  be  borne 
in  PriMia  in  1808,  and  many  years  were  required  for  landed  property 
to  recover  its  value. 

Crops  in  the  province  of  Prussia  have  been  very  good  generally, 
and  tlra  value  of  landed  property  in  Prussia  has  constantly  increased, 
and  IB  iiitereasing,  particularly  in  those  parts  that  wore  formerly 
neglectsd,  such  as  ^lanovia,  aad  the  kmd  adjacent  to  the  Bittsian- 
Polish  provinces,  which  have  now  been  opened  up  by  the  new  railways. 

The  expense  of  carriage  of  one  chetwert  of  wheat  from  Kieff  to 
Odessa  is  2  r, ;  from  Kieff  to  Konigsberg,  1  r.  10  c,  or  about  3*. 
sterling  less ;  1  chetwert  =  150  kilos.,  added  to  which  the  sea-freight 
from  Konigsberg  to  Great  Britain  and  insurances  may  be  taken  as 
40  per  cent,  less  than  from  the  Black  Sea. 

The  Upper  Baltic  ports,  Cronstadt,  Reval,  Biga,  &c.,  have  been  all 
dosed  by  iee  siiice  the  beginning  of  December,  1875,  and  the  winter ' 
being  a  severe  one,  many  vessels  originally  destined  for  Bussian  ports, 
have  been  compelled  to  come  to.  Konigsberg-PiUau  to  be  discharged, 
and  the  cargoes  forwarded  by  rail  to  Bussia,  showing  the  natural 
geographical  advantages  of  this  port. 

No  statistical  information  of  any  sort  has  been  published  at 
KoBigsben^  up  to  this  dato,  eiibmr  from  the  Eeyal  Custom  House,  or 
from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  or  other  sources,  but  they  will  doubt- 
less appear  later.  The  total  number  of  vessels  visiting  this  port  in 
1875,  was  2,424  against  2,266  in  1874,  and  2,176  in  1878. 

British  vessels  cleared  in  1876,  405  with  139,017  register  tons,  of 
which  149  were  steamers.  The  most  remarkable  feature  is  the  immense 
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increase  of  vessels  arriving  under  the  Danisli  flag,  which  has  been  as 
follows : — 

Vessels. 

1870         265 

1871         804 

1872         ..  228 

1873         870 

1874  ..  ' 878 

1875         *        ..         ..  481 

Altogether  1875  has  been  a  prosperous  year  for  the  Konigsberg 
BQerchants,  for  the  estate  holders,  ana  for  the  working  classes  in  the 
province  of  Prussia. 

Tbads  by  Sea  at  KoinosBEBO-PiLULr  nr  1875. 
The  arrivals  in  1875  were  as  follows : — 


Of  these  vessels : — 


1875. 

1874. 

Car^. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ballast.. 

570 

188,982 

468 

110,220 

Qeneral  cai:go  • 

461 

186,748 

468 

181,924 

Coals  and  coke. 

446 

146,374 

402 

128,422 

Cement,  guano. 

847 

26,190 

294 

25,880 

Herrings 

224 

80,100 

258 

38,688 

Oil,  petroleum . 

78 

28,682 

60 

17,620 

Iron,  rails,  &c. . 

110 

29,784 

104 

29,468 

Salt       .. 

55 

18,974 

88 

9,686 

Tiles,  stones    . 

85 

9,250 

140 

12,596 

Sugar    .. 

19 

1,292 

18 

1,846 

Wine,  spirits   . 

17 

1,886 

6 

1,184 

PotatocB,  grain. 

6 

1,858 

8 

8,910 

The  number  of  steamers  was :  — 


•  • 

« •         . 

•    •     •• 

Number. 

Tons. 

1878  . 
1874.. 

679 
776 
724 

815,856 
889,150 
404,462 

1875 
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The  arrivals  were  in  1875 : — 

British  flag         402 

German  flf^       1,081 

Danish  flag 481 

Swodiahflag 110 

Korwegianflag 191 

Dutch  flag  ..         ..                    ..         ..  168 

Raaaianflag  ..         ..         ..         ..         .,  16 

French  flag         9 

Belgianfli^:        12 

American  flag 4 

AoBtrianflag      ..        ..         2 


The  clearances  were : — 


Veasela. 

Tons  Kegiater. 

1876 

1874 

2,816 
2,205 

643,746 
549,083 

Of  which  the  departures,  without    reference    to    flag,    were  as 
follows : — 


Conntry. 

1875. 

1874. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

To  Great  Britain 

475 

214,536 

836 

158,136 

Holland       .. 

141 

58,896 

111 

57,446 

Norway 

402 

51,640 

371 

64,258 

German  Porta 

180 

28,862 

251 

25,464 

Prussia 

267 

61,189 

325 

65,754 

SchleswigHoIstein.. 

253 

20,736 

251 

^H^? 

Denmark      ••        .. 

185 

20,653 

91 

9,844 

Belgium       .. 

56 

85,260 

48 

35,048 

France 

80 

5,886 

45 

14,178 

Busaia 

104 

57,552 

127 

50,784 

Sweden 

151 

83,060 

188 

24,876 

Lnbeek 

53 

4,601 

93 

12,594 

United  States 

19 

10,370 

13 

7,790 
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Tbe  chief  exportation  from  Konigsberg  was,  in  :«— 


Wheat    .. 

Bye 

Barley    ..        .. 

OatJB 

Peas 

Beans 

Tares      .. 

linseed  .. 

Bape  and  hempseed 

Bnekwheai        ..     ' 

Flax       .. 

Hemp  • . 

Tow  cedilla 

Oil  cake . . 

Bones     .. 

Bags      .. 

Shoddy,  &«. 

Hides  and  skins 

Oils,  lin-  and  rape-seed 

Wood  staves 


1876. 


Cwta. 

8,162,040 

8,118,780 

286,660 

880,260 

278,440 

81,020 

184,260 

268,300 


2,784 

79,600 

876,464 

14,766 

78,196 

18,560 

166,410 

9,121 

3,781 

84,971 

Lasts  18,818 


1674. 


Owta 

1,584,890 

^71,980 

752.706 

1,409,601 

596,194 

111,669 

140,179 

549,696 

741,659 

66V931 

840,650 

18,347 

66,606 

14,090 

76,646 

1,868 

1,489 

81,098 

Lasts     7,844 


Stocks  at  Konigsheig. 


Wheat  .. 
Bye 

Barley  .. 
Oats 
Peas 

Beans  .. 
Tares  .. 
linseed.. 
Bapeseed 
Hempseed 
Buckwheat 
Cloverseed 
Thymotby 
Ilaz  .. 
Tow 

Hemp   .. 
„     Tow 
„     Yam 
Oilcakes 
Petroleum 
Herrings 


Tons.* 


Cwta. 


Barrels. 


On  SUt 

OnSltt 

December,  1876. 

DMemher,  1874. 

17,760 

12,250 

8,940 

10,875 

2,1C0 

4,760 

8,100 

8,260 

1,900 

2,226 

600 

676 

740 

1,460 

3,170 

£,876 

110 

1,450 

•  • 

2,900 

•  >              t 

500 

840 

1,460 

1,07^ 

1,500 

10,000 

18,800 

4,000 

700 

86,000 

46,000 

4,500 

1,700 

1,000 

6,800 

6,610      - 

6,800 

21,340 

10,602 

'   49,000 

61,000 

*0f  1,000  kilos, 
Konigsberg,  January  28, 1876. 
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S^HfH  hy  Vie&'Ooniul  Beknehe,  on  the  Trade  qf  Lubeek  for  ike 

year  1876. 

Mj  last  year's  report  stated,  that,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1874,  it 
was  expected,  and  might  be  foreseen,  that  the  commerce  of  this  city  in 
1875  would  show  a  less  fayonrable  result.  This  supposition  has  been 
verified.  Although  the  retrograde  moyement  in  the  trade  tof  Lubeek 
has  not  been  of  such  magnitude  as  in  many  other  seaport  towns,  Vet  it 
was  of  importance,  and  affected  partly  the  import  by  sea,  and  partly  the 
import  of  wares  by  railway.  The  greatest  depression  took  place  in  the 
com  trade,  as  also  in  the  forwarding  branch.  A  decrease  in  the  sale  of 
wares  for  German  account  to  the  interior  of  Germany,  and  to  the 
countries  of  the  north,  has,  in  all  probability,  not  taken  place.  The 
timber  trade,  which  is  of  great  importance  for  Lubeek,  was  flat  during 
the  early  part  of  the  year,  but  revired  in  consequence  of  the  brisk  sales 
in  autumn,  so  that  the  total  import  nearly  eauals  that  of  187x1;. 

The  corn  harvest  in  the  countries  of  tne  north  is  said  to  have 
turned  out  only  very  moderately  in  some  of  the  provinces  ia  Bussia, 
while  from  the  other  provinces  of  that  country  no  complaints  have  been 
heard.  In  Sweden  and  Norway  the  harvest  may,  on  an  average,  be 
termed  a  good  one.  The  many  bankruptcies  that  have  takeu  place  in 
these  countries,  may  be  partly  accounted  for  by  the  excessive  purchases 
of  goods  which  were  made  in  foreign  countries,  and  partly  by  over 
speculation,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  exports  of  timber  and  other 
products  of  the  country  did  not  stand  in  equal  proportion  with  the 
imports. 

The  number  of  sea  vessels  arriving  in  the  ports  of  Lubeek  and 
Travemiinde,  were  as  follows : — 


Tear. 

Yesseli. 

Tons. 

•    1864    

1874 

1875 

1,484 
2,482 
1,923 

230,840 
387,000 
829,700 

Trade  Ain>  Cohhebce. 

The  want  of  confidence  which  has  been  risible  in  Germany  for  about 
the  last  two  years  and  a  half,  coupled  with  the  deficiency  of  capital 
and  the  restrictions  which  took  place  in  some  branches  of  business,  as 
also  stoppages  of  payment  by  various  firms,  continue  to  exert  a  bad 
influence  on  commerce.  The  former  crises  and  interruptions  in 
business  in  the  years  1857  and  1866  were  only  partial,  being  confined 
to  certain  countries,  and  were  only  of  short  duration,  whue,  on  the 
contrary,  the  present  calamity  has  spread  itself  over  the  whole  world, 
80  that  even  expert  commercial  politicians  can  form  no  conjecture  how 
or  when  it  will  end.  However,  a  better  state  of  things  in  commerce 
must  and  will  take  place,  and  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  many  facilities 
in  traffic  are  now  in  course  of  preparation ;  for  instance,  by  the  Inter- 
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national  Postal  Treaty,  the  Internatioual  Telegraph  Congress,  and  by 
the  better  control  of  railway  traffic,  the  beneficial  effects  of  which  will 
have  an  iDfluence  on  traffic  and  business  in  eeneral.  . 

The  commerce  of  Lubeck  has  suffered  &om  the  general  calamity, 
but  in  a  lesser  degree  than  many  towns  in  the  empire,  as  the  sales  to 
the  interior  of  the  country  anci  to  the  adjoining  prorinces  have  ex- 
perieticed  a  considerable  increase. 

The  total  import  into  this  city  by  land  and  sea,  according  to  the 
statistical  statement  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  was : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1872 

1873 

1874 

Cwta. 

7,010,500 

9,299,000 

10,385,800 

£ 

7,940,800 

8,568,800 

10,026,100 

The  total  export  by  land  and  sea  was : — 

Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1872 

1878 

1874 

Owte. 
4,780,800 
5,924,800 
6,907,000 

6,810,700 
7,892,200 
9,878,900 

The  statement  of  the  imports  and  exports  in  the  year  1875  is  not 
et  completed.  They  will,  however,  in  all  probability,  not  attain  the 
leight  of  those  in  the  year  1874. 

Concerning  the  banks  of  this  city,  I  may  state  that  the  Lubeck 
Private  Bank,  with  a  capital  of  60,000Z.,  transacted  business  in  1873  to 
the  amount  of  9,250,000/.;  1874,10,600,0007.  A  dividend  of  9  per  cent, 
was  paid  to  the  shareholders  in  the  year  1874.  This  bank  has  lately 
given  up  its  prerogative  of  issuing  bank  notes,  and  now  carries  on  its 
transactions  independent  of  the  stipulations  of  the  banking  laws : — 

The  Commercud  Bank,with  a  capital  of  120,0007.,  transacted  business 
in  1873  to  the  amount  of  18,850,000/. ;  1874,  20,000,000/.  After  con- 
siderable  deductions  had  been  made,  the  shareholders  received  a 
dividend  of  6  per  cent.  This  bank  has  submitted  to  the  stipulations 
of  the  bank  law?,  issues  a  limited  number  of  bank  notes,  and  hopes 
even  under  the  control  of  the  said  laws  to  realize  a  satisfactory  result. 

The  Lubeck  Bank,  which  possesses  a  capital  of  75,000/.,  and  has  not 
the  prerogative  of  issuing  bank  notes,  gives  a  favourable  report  of  its 
transactions  in  business,  the  proceeds  of  which,  however,  are  lessened 
by  deductions  of  losses  of  the  preceding  year.  A  dividend  of  4  per 
cent,  was  paid  to  the  shareholders  for  the  year  1874.  The  total  amount 
of  business  done  in  1873,  was  2,700,000/. ;  1874,  2,350,000/.  The 
directors  of  the  bank  think,  that  with  due  allowance  for  the  restrictions 
which  the  bank  laws  of  the  empire  may  impose  on  the  biuiks  of  this 
city  which  issue  notes,  they  will  be  enablea  in  future  to  offer  many 
facilities  to  the  commercial  community. 

The  establishment  of  a  branch  bank  of  the  German  Imperial  Bank, 
which  took  place  about  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  has  been  a 
thing  long  wished  for,  although  the  other  three  establishments  of  this 
kind  were  quite  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  this  city.    However, 
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upon  consideration  of  the  various  facilities  which  Lubeck  will  offer  as  a 
banking  place,  in  consequence  of  the  establishment  of  the  above  bank, 
it  is  generally  considered  to  be  a  ^reat  advantage,  and  it  is  thought  that, 
if  not  for  the  present,  it  will,  at  a  later  period,  realize  favourable  results. 

Concerning  the  imports  to  this  ciiy  &om  Great  Britain,  I  am  only 

able  to  state  what  I  have  said  in  former  Reports,  viz.,  that  the  more 

•  valuable  articles  of  British  export  are  almost  exclusively  sent  here  by 

railway,  vill  Hamburgh,  and,  tnerefore,  no  exact  statement  of  the  value 

or  weight  thereof  can  be  ob^ined  here. 

The  imports  to  Lubeck  by  sea  from  Ghreat  Britain,  were  in — 


Tear. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1872          

1878          

1874          

Cwta. 
778,900 
778,000 
871,100 

£ 
67,600 
68,200 
64,400 

Wrought  and  Untoroughf  iron. — ^The  imports  by  sea  were  in — 

Cwta. 

1878  5,100 

1874  8,900 

1876  600 

The  German  iron  manufiEicture  depressed  the  import  of  the  foreign 
article  still  more  than  in  1874,  and  even  ^er  the  aoolition  of  the  duty 
on  January  1, 1877,  the  prospects  for  the  import  of  English  iron  are 
but  dight.  Hoop  iron  and  nne  iron,  and  perhaps  a  little  sheet  iron, 
will,  in  future,  onl;^  be  imported.  On  the  contrary,  English  unwrought 
iron  for  casting,  will  contmue  to  find  purchasers  as  formerly,  and  the 
consumption  of  this  article  has  maintained  the  same  height  as  in  the 
year  before. 

Ooah  and  Oohe. — The  import  by  sea  amounted  in — 

Chrto. 

1878       676,000 

1874       ..         :         700,160 

1876        680,400 

Jl  change  is  about  to  take  place  with  coals.  The  tariff  adopted  by 
the  Cologne-Minden  Bailway  Company,  who  have  greatly  reduced  their 
charges,  nas  induced  the  westphalian  coal  mine  owners  to  make  an 
important  extensioii  in  their  field  of  operations,  in  which  attempt  they 
have  been  successful.  Not  only  all  the  seaports  of  the  German  Ocean, 
but  also  those  of  the  southern  Baltic,  are  now  largely  supplied  with 
this  article  from  Westphalia. 

If,  therefore,  the  owners  of  the  ooal  mines  in  Enghmd  do  not  soon 
reduce  their  prices  for  this  artide,  they  will  run  the  risk  of  losing  a 
great  part  of  their  German  customers.  In  otiier  respects  it  may  be 
said,  tnat,  if  the  prices  of  the  two  sorts  of  ooal  are  the  same,  the 
Sn^h  article  will  always  have  the  preference,  as  it  is  hard  and  of 
bettor  quality,  while  the  Gertnan  ooal  is  soft.  What  I  have  said  above 
about  coal  is  also  af^lioable  to  coke ;  the  German  article  will,  however, 
prove  a  dangerous  competitor  to  the  English  one,  as  it  can  always  be 
procured  by  a  wagfl;oniul  at  a  time,  while  Bng^h  coke  can  ooly  be 
obtained  by  whole  ship  cargoes. 

The  import  of  soda  mm  England  by  sea  was  about  5,000  cwt., 
[419]  2  b  t 
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compared  with  about  3,80(^  ewt.  in  1874,  which  is  by  no  means  an 
important  qoantitj. 

Com. — This  product  was  imported  in  1875  in  considerably  smaller 
quautitieB  than  in  either  of  the  preceding  years,  owine  to  the  ridi 
iuurest  of  1874,  which  was  so  proauctiye  that  even  the  oldest  persons 
do  not  remember  the  like.  It  is  therefore  quite  natoral  that,  under 
auch  droumstancesy  the  import  from  foreign  countries  should  be  but 

mmnW. 

The  prices  paid  in  Lubeck  at  the  dose  ot  the  year  for  20  cwt.  net 
English  weight,  were  for — 

Per  3,000  lbs. 

£  B.   d.      £   s.  d. 

Wheat 10  IS    3  to  12    0  0 

Ttf9      ..        i. 9    8    e         9  12  0 

Barley 9»   0       10    4  0 

Oata 9  U    6         9  18  0 


The  imports  were  as  foUowa  >» 

WBltS^ 

](aia7S        ..       ..       ..       •.  abeoi 

1874         „ 

W6         „ 

In  1878         about 

1874         ^ 

1876         „ 

Ojueb. 

In  1878        aboat 

1874         „ 

1875        „ 


Owta. 

178,000 

96,000 

5^000 


Cwts. 

1,016,000 

1,277,000 

340,600 


Cwt& 
147,600 
624,600 
207,600 


Butter. — The  principal  imports  in  1876  came  from  Unland  at  the 
close  of  autumn. 

The  sales  were  dull,  because  the  merchants  of  Hamburgh,  who  buy 
principally  for  England,  made  scarcely  any  nurchasea;  the  sales  to 
Germany,  howeyer,  were  brisker.  The  prices  aemanded  at  the  end  of 
the  year  were  from  42. 14t«.  to  6L  2#.  per  cwt.  net. 

The  imports  of  this  article  from  I^nhind  and  Bussia  were  as 
follow : — 

Cwts. 

In  1878 3^000 

1874 40,000 

1876  ..      .«      aigaoa 

Wood  and  Timber.— The  trade  in  thia  artiele  suffiared  firon  the 
generaliy  unfaTooraUe  state  of  business,  and  tiie  total  want  of  life  in 
many  branches  of  industry  had  an  ii^urioiM  eflbet  on  the  sdes.  It 
was  not  till  the  northern  owners  retoked  in  the  course  of  the  'ffiTitnMr 
to  lower  the  prices,  that  greater  importa  arriTed  here,  whoeh  eontributod 
matly  to  increase  tiie  sides,  and  caused  li  larger  amount  of  businesa  to 
be  transacted  in  aotumiu  The  imports  from  Sweden  were  coaasidcgabtr 
amaUer  than  in  1874;  while  from  Finland,  frr  greater  supplies  amfod. 
The  total  import  pretty  nearly  equals  that  of  1S74,  and,  oooponBd 
with  former  years,  was  as  follows : — 
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Tear. 

Pknksand 
^eato. 

Beams  ui4 
Span. 

UtIlB. 

1878. 

1874 

1875 

Dozens. 
886,000 
868,000 
866,000 

Dozens. 
265,000 
205,500 
216,400 

Dozens. 

Moo 

MOO 
10,500 

jBit  and  J^iteh. — I^q  prices  of  these  articles  continued  ti)  ileciine 
till  the  middle  of  Auguat,  but  as  only  acvaU  isupplied  arrived  here  m 
Septeqiber,  and  large  purchases  were  mad^  for  Englaud  and  Hamburgh, 
they  rose  again,,  ana  at  the  close  of  the  year  were  noted  as  foilowa  : — 
for  Finland  tar  per  barrel,  11.  8#.  for  thin,  and  H.  1*.  6i.  for  thick  ; 
for  Knland  pitch  per  barrel,  from  1^.  8*,  t>  \l  9f .  6J, 

The  imports  of  tar  amounted  in — 


lesTr 

Whi^^Bsmla 

HalfBsmls. 

1873          

1874          

1875           

25,056 
28,452 
24,802 

9,216 
5,667 
7,040 

Those  of  pitch  were  in — 

Year. 

Whole 
Barrels. 

HaU 
Barrels. 

Threehquarter 
Barrels. 

1878      .. 

1874  .. 

1875  ,, 

2,266 
1,145 

6,089 

260 

276 

1,574 

ii 

ZtfMtf^A-TrThe  importSiWere  aa  follows  :— 

Year. 

Barrels. 

Sacks. 

1878 

1874 

1875 

14,800 
21,115 
27,284 

450 
1^0. 
175 

-The  imports  amounted  in — 

Cfrts. 

1878         28,000 

1874  42,000 

1876  26,500 


Prices  continued  rising,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  wer^  noted 
from  1/.  13«.  to  21.  3«.  6 J.  per  cwt. 

Iron. — Although  Swedish  iron,  on  account  of  its  greater  ej^cellenc^, 
does  not  enter  into  competition  with  the  Enp^liah  and  German  article, 
it  is  necessary  that  the  price  should  be  considerably  reduced,  in  order 
to  bring  it  into  due  proportion  with  other  qualities.  The  abolition  of 
the  duty,  which,  as  already  remarked,  takes  place  next  January,  and 
amounts  to  one  mark  per  cwt.,  will  contribute  much  to  increase  the 

2  B  2 
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oonBmnptiQn  of  Swedish  iron  in  Gknnanji  as  soon  as  a  redaction  of 
ihejmiceB  take  place. 

The  imports  from  Sweden  amounted  in — 

Owts. 

1878  ..         46,000 

1874  48,000 

1876         .•         ..     61,000 

Wines  and  SpiriU. — The  wine  trade  of  Lubeck,  with  the  northern 
proyinces  as  well  as  Germany,  went  on  in  the  customary  way,  and 
shows  an  important  increase  of  s^les  to  Germany.  The  excellent 
quality  of  the  wine  of  1874  from  Bordeaux,  of  which  a  great  quanti^ 
came  to  this  place,  as  also  the  good  and  cheaper  wine  of  1875,  will, 
without  doubt,  contribute  to  increase  the  wine  Inrade  of  this  port. 

The  imports  of  Bussian  spirits,  which  went  Yi&  Lubeck  to  Mamburgh,^ 
were  very  large;  they  amounted  in  1874  to  about  2,586,200  gallons; 
1875  to  about  2,209,500  gallons. 

No  idea  can  be  formed  as  to  what  extent  these  imports  may  take 
place  in  1876,  as,  in  consequence  of  the  present  unusually  low  prices 
of  G^erman  spirits,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  this  article  can  be 
exported  from  the  interior  of  Bussia  to  Hamburgh  with  pecuniary 
profit. 

SnippiKa  AND  Nayigatiok. 

The  improrement  of  the  waterway  between  Lubeck  and  Travemunde, 
an  undertakiQg  which  was  resolved  on  in  1874,  has  been  brought  *a  few 
steps  nearer  to  its  realization,  the  necessary  funds  having  been  pro- 
cured by  a  loan  of  150,000/.,  but  the  works  have  not  yet  commenced. 

The  number  of  vessels  which  arrived  and  departed  from  this  port  in 
1875  was  decreased  considerably.  The  number  of  steamers  and  sailing 
vessels  arriring  here  amounted  in  the  year — 


Tew. 

Kmnber. 

Tons. 

1878 

1874 

1875 

3,815 
2,482 
1,928 

870,100 
887,000     . 
829,700 

The  number  of  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  departing  from  this  port 
amounted  in— 

Year. 

Number. 

Tons. 

1878 

1874 

1875 

2,807 
2,457 
1,915 

872,500 
387,500 
828,100 

This  important  decrease  in  1875  is  easily  accounted  for,  when  it  is 
taken  into  consideration  that  the  import  of  com  by  sea  during  the  year 
1875  was  about  1,500,000  cwt.  less  than  in  the  year  1874,  and  amounted, 
only  to  about  one-third  of  that  of  the  former  year. 

The  number  of  vessels  arrivmg  under  British  colours,  was,  in — 
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Yew. 

Nomber. 

Tons. 

1873 

1874 

1875 

24 
55 
39 

5,480 
18,800 
10,500 

The  total  number  of  different  yesBela  carrying  yarious  flags,  which 
arriyed  in  Lubeck  from  Great  Britain,  amounted  in — 

Year. 

Nnmber. 

Tons. 

1872 

loio     ••              ••              ••              .. 

1874  •. 

185 
126 
129 

32,425 
80,700 
32,700 

The  statement  of  the  number  of  yessels  arriying  in  this  port  from 
Great  Britain  in  1875,  cannot  be  made  till  a  later  period. 

AaBICXTLTUBB. 

i  The  following  particulars  ma^  be  stated  about  the  produce  of  the 
haryest  of  1875,  in  the  yidnitj  of  this  city. 

Wheat,  was  yery  much  injured  bj  mildew,  and  consequently  the 
qualities  brought  to  market  differ  yery  much,  and  weigh  from  106  to 
184  lbs.,  Dutch  weight. 

The  amount  of  the  produce  will  scarcely  equal  that  of  a  middle 
haryest. 

Bye  for  the  greater  part  was  ^thered  in  Well,  and  yielded  a  satis- 
factory result  in  regard  to  the  size  and  weight  of  the  grains  of  com, 
but  in  quality  it  is  considerably  behind  that  of  a  middle  naryest. 

Barley  was  haryested  in  good  quality,  and  also  in  sufficient  quantiiy, 
iind  weighs  from  109  to  112  lbs.,  Dutch  weight 

Oats  were  damaged  by  rain  in  some  ports,  and  haye  in  consequence 
become  grey  in  colour,  do  not  yield  a  sufficient  quantity,  and,  therefore, 
not  equiS  to  an  ayerage  haryest. 

Potatoes  yielded  a  plentiful  crop. 

The  sales  of  com  proceed  yery  slowly,  and  will,  in  all  likelihood, 
continue  to  do  so  for  some  time,  till  either  the  stocks  in  the  country 
decrease,  or  fears  begin  to  be  entertained  about  the  newly  sown  seed. 

FiTBLIO  WOBES. 

Concerning  the  traffic  on  the  railroads,  it  may  be  stated,  that  the 
passenger  traffic  on  the  direct  line  to  Hamburgjh,  as  well  as  on  the 
iJubeck-Buchen  line,  has  again  experienced  an  increase,  while  on  the 
contrary,  the  traffic  in  g^s,  particularly  on  the  Lubeck-Buchen 
•  Eailway,  shows  a  considerable  decrease,  which  is  particularly  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  circumstance  that  much  less  com  has  been  sent  away 
by  rail. 

In  consequence  of  this,  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  did  not  quite 
attain  the  height  of  those  in  1874,  and  for  the  year  1875,  it  is  calcu- 
lated that  a  dividend  of  4^  per  cent,  will  only  be  paid,  whilst  thaA  of 
1874i  was  5  per  cent. 

According  to  the  monthly  statements  made,  the  total  traffic 
amounted  in — 
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Year. 

,                        1 

Penons. 

Goods. 

18t8 
18f4 

•  •         •  • 

•  •         •  • 

>* 

761,650 
761,400 

•  1  1  V^IRIV 

Cwtn. 

8,668,860 

9,868,800 

-6,7M,«05 

The  total  proceeas  ^ere  in— 

1878 148,600 

1874        ..     160,900 

1875        152,400 

About  the  eiid  of  ifee  year  1875,  an  improvement  in^bhe  communi- 
cation,  for  the  attainnleiit  of  whieh  exertioiu  have  long  been  made, 
was  finally  consented  to  by  the  Prussian  ^tate.  This  is  the  constrac- 
tion  bf  a  raiTwav  bridge  over  the  ^be,  near  Lauenburg,  in  lieu  of  the 
present  steam  ferry.  It  is  said  that  the  construction  will  be  com- 
menced this  spring,  as  the  three  railway  companies  who  are  interested 
therein  have  now  come  to  an  ^atgrfeement  respecting  the  sums  they 
intend  respectively  to  contribute.  The  time  fixed  for  the  completion  of 
the  utiderta'king  is  three  years. 

The  railroad  from  Oldesloe  to  Segeberg  was  opened  on  the  15th 
0eceuiber,  IdlTS,  by  means  of  which,  a  eommunication  from  Lubeck  vi& 
Keumunster  to  West  tlolstein,  has  been  op^ied  as  a  connecting  link ; 
this  line  is  of  importance,  although  it  will  not  prove  profitable  until  the 
working  of  the  salt  mines  6f  Segdberg  comes  into  operation. 

The  railroad  from  Lubeek  to  Eutin  is  progressing  slowly,  «nd  the 
airioUnt  of  the  traffic  on  'the  said  line  was  in — 


Y«ar. 

VamttBgetB, 

Ooods. 

1874           

1876           

224,428 
245,150 

CwtB. 
741,859 
779,671 

Oenxbaii  Bemabks. 

The  census,  which  was  taken  here  on  the  1st  of  December,  1875, 
showed  in  the  city  and  environs,  a  population  of  44,830  persons ;  and 
in  the  rural  districts  12,109  persons.  Total  56,989,  whereas,  in  1871, 
there  was  in  the  city  and  environs,  only  a  population  of  39,743  persons, 
and  in  the  rural  districts,  12,415  persons.    Total  52,158. 

These  numbers  show  an  increase  in  the  population  of  from  9  to  10 
per  cent.,  since  the  year  1871.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  population, 
as  well  as  the  commerce  of  this  city,  will  also  in  future  continue  to 
increase. 

Lubecki  January  81, 1876. 
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Bepoft  hy  Consul  Grant  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  qf  Brindui 
during  the  Tear  1876. 

SHippnra  Ain)  Navigation. 

The  shipping  retumi  of  the  year  1875  show  a  falliog  off  of  257 
Tessels,  and  an  increase  of  13,850  tons,  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  The  falling  off  was  entirely  among  Italian,  Turkish,  and  Greek 
small  sailing  craft,  and  this  accounts  for  the  total  tonnage  of  the  year 
not  having  been  affected  by  it. 

As  in  former  years,  most  of  the  shipping  in  1876  consisted  of  mail 
and  passenger  steamers,  which  numbered  402  ressels,  measuring 
828,054  tons,  and  it  was  mostly  in  this  class  of  shipping  that  the 
increase  in  the  tonnage,  above  noticed,  took  place. 

The  following  table  will  serve  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the  shipping 
movement  of  t\aa  port  in  the  year  1875  :-*- 

EimnsD. 


NatiooaUty. 


Foreign  Trade. 


With  Cargo. 


Veseeli. 


Tons. 


In  Ballast. 


Vessels. 


Tons. 


Coasting  Trade. 


With  Cargo. 


Vessels. 


Tons. 


In  Ballast. 


Vessels. 


Tods. 


British 

Italian 

Torldsh 
ereek 


C  Steamers 
(.Sailing  ... 
C  Steamers 
t  Sailing  ... 


r  Steamers 
'Sailing  ... 


Total 


96 
S 

67 
30 
33 
22 
50 
6 


104,528 
884 

40,911 
4,909 
717 
2,648 
84,032 
776 


2 
25 


663 
44 
710 


58 
5 
138 
54 
2 

48 


70,829 

1,733 

81,864 

12,833 

68 

8ii415 


40 
2 
6 


285 

4,092 
48 


806 


189,864 


lM^ 


196,742 


4,523 


Clbaeid. 


Coasting  Trade. 

Foreign  Trade. 

Nationality. 

WithCaigo. 

In  Ballast. 

With  Cargo. 

In  Ballast. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tbns. 

B^»i.k       i  Staamers 

•™*"'       i  Sailing 

•.  »..        C  Steamers 
^^^^^^       1  Sailing 

A«tri«i  te«"..    ::: 
'^^    ^r" 

54 
4 

48 
6 
80 
18 

71,747 

628 

85,776 

5,847 

81,415 

1,008 

686 

940 

86 
5 

i"i 

9 
27 

28,864 
2.229 

"168 
2,227 

54 

150 
48 
50 

71.800 

86;999 
6,677 
84,082 

5 

"i 

8.86e 

4,n8 
"m 

Total        

242 

147,541 

88 

85,692 

802 

199,598 

43 

7,987 
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Total  arriyalB :  Tessels,  688 ;  tons,  d94|086.  Total  departures :  yesself , 
678 ;  tons,  890,668. 

The  total  number  of  British  vessels  that  came  to  this  port  in  the 
course  of  the  year  1875  was  168,  measuring  178,209  tons,  against  148, 
measuring  162,610  tons,  in  the  preceding  year. 

As  wSl  be  seen  in  the  subjoined  stetement,  104  of  these  yessels 
were  steamers  which  carried  mails  and  passengers,  and  the  rest  for  the 
most  part  colliers  which  came  direct  fix)m  England  and  left  this  port, 
nearly  all,  in  ballast. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


BBOTDin. 


368 


f 


s 


n 


I 

i 


'BJkadQ 


•taox 


•«P«WA 


'•MMQ 


fuox 


••l»W»A 


'•M910 


•snox 


••I9tS9A 


'fJlOI^ 


•raox 


•fl««8A 


'8il01O 


'loox 


•nM89A 


'SAOio 


■snox 


\i 


Willis 


:  :  :|S8 


(DMg 


I  :g-- 


:S*  :  :  : 


2S 


iS 


§§ 


S"  •  : 


I 


\li 


ti 


I 
h 

of 


I. 


'fAOIO 


••oox 


tia«»A 


'fliiajo 


'•oox 


•«|9«9A 


'•AMO 


•■oox 


'spsnA 


•■ifcoiO 


•aoox 


•IIM88A 


*«iiaio 


•roox 


•«IWWA 


'BiiUO 


••oox 


••IWWA 


I  I 


Ms 


::::l 

tf 


:  :IS 


Digitized  by 


Google 


64  TTJLET. 


COMHEBGE. 


The  custom-house  statistics  have  not  jeii  been  published,  and  I  am 
therefore  unable  to  give  anj  infbrmation  under  this  head,  t^e  more  so 
that  it  is  impossible  at  this  port  to  obtain  accurate  information  on  the 
subject  firom  any  other  source.  I  will  not  fail  to  send  a  suppleme  ntasy 
report  as  soon  as  practicable. 

AGltlcrLTUBS.  • 

The  haryest  last  summer  was  somewhat  below  the  average  in  this 
district  The  vintage  was  good,  and  the  oil  crop  a  very  poor  one,  as  b 
almost  iixvadriably  the  case  when  the  yield  of  the  previous  year  has  been 
exceptionally  abundant,  as  it  was  in  1874. 

The  development  of  agricuUvr..-  continues  to  extend,  and  one  cannot 
but  admire  the  perseverance  with  which  the  newly  acquired  lands  (ef 
which  mention  has  been  made  in  piBvious  reports)  tae  being  reclaimad 
in  the  face  of  serious,  difficulties  and  with  limited  means ;  but  it  is 
impossible  at  present  to  say  how  far  these  enterprises  will  proive 
remunerative. 

Most  of  the  reclaimed  land  is  sown  with  corn,  except  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  of  the  town,  where  vegetables  ace  g«>wn  to  a 
considerable  extent  and  find  a  oeady  market,  besides  the  local  one,  in 
Greece  and  Turkey. 

PlTBBIC   WOEKS. 

The  only  public  work  in  progress  is  the  draining  of  the  "  Fuirae 
Piccolo  "  marsn,  which  was  commenced  two  years  ago  and  is  proceeding 
rather  slowly.    I  believe  it  ought  to  have  been  completed  last  summer. 

OsHiEBiLL  BeMAAKS. 

What  throws  a  little  life  into  the  place  is  the  passenger  traiffic,, 
Brindisi  being  still  the  favouenteand  most  convenient  port  for  travellers 
to  and  from  the  East.  In  the  course  of  the  year  1R75  11,78B  passengers 
landed  and  embarked  here,  against  12|5d9  in  iAie  previous  year. 

There  is  nothing  of  any  interest  for  me  to  report  under  ot^er  heads. 

Brindisi,  January  28, 1876. 
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iEUapart  hy  Consul  Lovoe  on  the  Trade  of  (Xmta  Veeehia  during  tJm 

Tear  1875. 

BuffiftH  SsiFPnro. 

As  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  accompanying  Beturn,  No.  1, 
the  number  of  British  vessels  which  enterea  the  port  durii^  the 
year  was  46,  of  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  22,531  tons,  the  whole  of 
wliich,  with  the  exception  of  three,  were  direct  arrivals  from  Great 
Britain  and  British  Colonies,  with  cargoes — say,  43  vessels,  representing 
20^836  register  tons. 

TDhdae  figures  are  considera!)ly  below  those  of  the  year  preceding, 
which  was  an  exceptional  one,  owiog  to  the  stimulus  given  to  impoi-ters 
by  the  then  approaching  termination  of  the  franchise  of  port  and  city. 
With  the  close  of  1874.  It  should  be,  therefore,  with  an  average,  or 
rither  ordinary,  year  with  which  comparison  should  be  made,  in  order 
to  arrive  at  a  fair  opipion  of  the  result  to  British  shipping  during  the 
year  under  consideration.  Takina;  then  the  year  1873,  in  the  place  of 
1874,  the  figures  will  «tand  as  follows  : — Arrivals  in  1875  :  vessels,  46  j 
tons,  22,931.  Arrivals  in  1873 :  vessels,  47 ;  tons,  20,519,  or  a  decrease^ 
as  to  vessels,  of  1,  and  increase  or2,012  as  to  tons,  in  favour  of  1875. 

The  low  rale  of  freights,  from  the  United  Kingdom  in  particular, 
wMch  prevailed  during  the  year,  doubtless  again  acted  aa  an  induce- 
ment to  the  railway  nnd  gas  companies  to  contmue  to  accumulate  lai^ 
supplies  of  coal  and  patent  fuel,  which  articles  have,  as  usual,  given  the 
^eater  part  of  employment  in  the  oversea  trade  with  this  port  to 
British  bottoms.  The  importations  were  as  under : — ^In  1875, 32  vessels 
lm)ught  30,839  tons ;  in  1873,  32  vessels  brought  27,796  tons,  or  an 
increase  in  favour  of  1875  of  S,t)43  tons,  the  number  of  vessels,  princi- 
pally steamers,  being  the  same  in  each  year. 

The  movements  of  foreign  shipping  are  indicated  in  the  tabulated 
Returns  numbered  2  and  3,  and  those  of  the  coasting  trade  in  Return 
No.  4,  while  those  of  imports  and  exports,  and  estimated  values  thereof, 
are  contained  in  returns  numbered  5  and  6,  In  comparing  the  imports 
with  those  of  the  preceding  year,  the  figures  will  be  found  to  be  as 
follows :— In  1874  they  stood  at  1,755,094Z.,  and  in  1876  they  stand  at 
1,328,280/.,  or  apparently  a  decrease  of  436,814/.,  but  which,  in  point  of 
fact,  is  not  the  case.,  inasmuch  as  the  imports  during  1874  should,  in 
the  return  for  that  year,  have  stood  as  1,319,096/.,  there  having  been  in 
the  returns  furnished  by  the  customs,  a  clerical  error  of  435,998/.  in 
excess  in  the  items  "  Metals  in  general,"  the  value  of  which  was  noted 
as  being  522,906/.,  whereas  it  should  have  been  86,908/.  With  this 
correction  then,  the  following  is  the  result  of  the  comparison  between 
the  two  years,  viz.,  in  1874, 1,319,096/. ;  in  1875,  1,828,280/.,  or  9,184/. 
in  favour  of  the  latter  year. 

Exporte, — The  exports  in  1874  were  valued  at  464,659/.,  and  in 
1875  at  453,464/.,  or  a  decrease  of  10,195/. 

Agriculture^  which  in  this  district  consists  chiefly  in  the  cultivation 
of  wheat,  ofifers  no  variety  of  feature.  The  quantity  of  oil  and  wine 
grown  is  insignificant,  and  quite  insuiEcient  for  local  requirements. 
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Tbe  wheat  harvest  of  1875  was  reported  as  an  average  one,  but  infor- 
mation on  this  head  is  alwajs  vague,  affording  no  data  whereon  to  form 
an  approximative  opinion  as  to  quantiW. 

Population, — ^Tne  year  1875  may  be  considered  as  having  been  a 
&vourable  one  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  the  public  health  not  having 
been  intecfered  with  by  any  special  disease,  ana  the  number  of  souls,  in 
the  absence  of  any  fresh  census,  may  be  estimated  at  about  the  same 
figure  as  that  of  recent  years,  viz.,  12,000. 

To  the  few  local  industries  already  existing  here,  and  of  which 
mention  has  been  made  in  previous  reports,  may  be  added  that  of  the 
manufacture  or  reduction  of  rock  alum,  wlucb  mineral  exists  in  abun- 
dance in  the  district  of  Tolfa,  situate  some  11  miles,  straight  inland, 
from  Civita  Vecchia.  The  works  in  course  of  construction  here  for  the 
object  named  are  on  an  extensive  scale,  find  when  completed  and  in  full 
play,  wUl  afford  employment  to  a  consideirable  number  of  hands. 

One  or  two  soap  factories,  on  a  limited  scale,  have  also  be^un  work, 
and  tend  in  their  degree  to  add  to  the  local  resources  of  the  place. 

There  are  no  public  works  in  progress,  nor  have  the  long  contem- 
plated branch  lines  of  railway,  to  Viterbo  and  Tolfa  respectively,  been 
yet  commenced. 

Market  Prices  have  undergone,  during  the  twelvemonth,  consider- 
•Me  alteration,  in  consequence  of  the  cessation,  before  alluded  to  in  this 
report,  of  the  freedom  of  the  port  and  city,  which  has  caused  a  marked 
rise  in  the  prices  of  articles  of  food  and  clothing,  while  the  rate  of 
wages  haa  remained  unchanged. 

Under  the  head  of  general  remarks,  it  may  be  observed  that  the 
increased  local  activity  created  by  the  exceptionally  large  importations 
of  the  previous  year  (1874)  extended  itself  over  a  considerable  portion 
of  1875,  the  privilege  of  the  firanchise  having  been  prolonged  until  the 
end  of  April,  involving  the  employment  of  consiaerable  labour,  Ac., 
in  connection  with  the  reception  and  final  disposition  of  the  goods 
imported^  but  which,  as  in  the  case  of  1874,  cannot  be  looked  upon  as 
indicating  a  permanent  improvement  in  the  trade  and  prosperi^  of  the 
place,  the  tnmsit  trade  or  which  continues  to  be  so  hampered  by  the 
competition  of  the  sister,  but  rival,  ports  of  G^noa,  Leghorn,  and 
Naples,  to  which  fiEict  allusion  has  not  •unf requently  been  made  in 
preceding  reports  from  this  consulate. 

Civita  Vecchia,  January,  1876. 
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No.  III. — Betubit  of  Foreign  Sldppmg  engaged  in  the  Direct  and 
Indirect  Trade  at  the  Fort  of  Ciyita  Yecchia  in  the  Year  1875. 


Entdid. 


Direet 

Tiade; 

Ii^Lirect  Trade. 

Total. 

KatioaaUl^of 

Yenek. 

YeawU. 

Tons. 

YessQls. 

Tons. 

Yessels. 

Tons. 

Awtrian.. 

1 

294 

5 

1,549 

6 

1,848 

Doich      ^ 

1 

139 

,. 

.. 

1 

139 

French    ..• 

,, 

, , 

884 

120,474 

894 

120,474 

«mk      .. 

2 

594 

2 

269 

4 

861 

Gemutii  .. 

2 

1,188 

•  • 

•  . 

2 

1,188 

it^ian    «. 

9 

2»928 

114 

18,640 

128 

16,W8 

Nonreglaii 

,, 

• . 

1 

25r 

1 

2JS7 

Ottoman... 

1 

198 

.. 

.. 

1 

1A8 

Bassian  •• 

1 

428 

• « 

.. 

1 

488 

Spaniah  .. 

,, 

• « 

82 

9,888 

82 

9,338 

Swedish  .. 

1 

8CT 

•• 

•• 

1 

807 

TotaK. 

>     18 

6,021 

588 

145,022 

606 

151,548 

OUARBD. 


Direct  Trade. 

IndiMt  Trade. 

Total. 

BmiionaUAgrQ' 

Yeauds. 

Yessels* 

Tons. 

Veoels. 

TSOB. 

Yessels. 

Tons. 

American  (ITA).. 

.. 

, , 

1 

885 

1 

885 

Aosiriaa** 

f      •  • 

.. 

6 

1,800 

« 

1,809 

Botch      .. 

,, 

.  • 

8 

1,866 

3 

1,860 

French    •«         .« 

•  ■ 

. « 

884 

120,265 

884 

120,265 

CbaBk      .. 

»« 

., 

4. 

752 

4 

752 

Cknnaa  ^ 

•« 

.. 

2. 

1,188 

2 

1,1*8 

Italian     .. 

7 

1,189 

106 

21,245 

118 

22,484 

Honregiaa 

.  • 

.. 

2 

402 

2 

402 

Ottomaa . . 

•  • 

.. 

1 

198 

1 

1&8 

Snsfuan  .. 

• . 

I 

440 

1 

440 

Spaoish  .. 

•  • 

.. 

'       8t 

'      9,224 

82 

9,224 

Swedish  •• 

•  • 

•• 

1 

807 

1 

807 

Total.. 

7 

1,189 

598 

157,520 

600 

158,709 

j^Q,  IV. — ^Betubk  of  Shipping  employed  in  the  Coasting  Trade  at  the 
Port  of  Civita  Vecchia  in  the  xear  1876. 


Kationality  of 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Yessels. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Yessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Italian  (ezdnsiyely)      .. 

1,025 

188,501 

14,303 

1,022 

18,446 

18,881 
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No.  V. — Impoets  at  the  Port  of  Civita  Vecchia  in  the  Tear  1875. 


Articl68. 


Mineral  wat^v         

Wine  and  fennented  liquids 

Ditto  ditto  

Spirits  and  distilled  liquids , 

Ditto  ditto 

Oils,  olive  and  other 

„   mineral  ...       ».       .^ 

Cocoa    „ ■ 

Coffee 

Cinnamon 

Tea  and  spices         

Mcdass^s  and  symps 

Sugar «, 

Gams  and  balsams 

Bitomens  in  general  (resins,  toipentlne, 

andpitcdi)   ...       .* 

Manna,  opium,  liquorice,  die.       

Medidnals  in  general         

Chemicals  in  general  

Patait,  colours,  Tarnish,  Ac.         

Dreing  materials  in  general         

wax,  soap,  mustard,  Ac 

Fruits,  seeds,  Ac 

Stearine  candles       

Game,  meat,  grease,  and  glue      

Cheese 

Fish,  dried  and  salted 

Skins,  tnah  and  tanned      

Leathern  boots,  shoes,  and  emotes 
Hemp,  cordage,  and  linen  teztores  of  all 

kinds 

Cotton  and  cotton  textures  of  all  kinds  ... 
Wool  and  woollen  textures  of  all  kinds  ... 
Silk  and  sUken  textures  of  all  kinds 

Cereals,  flour,  and  paste     

Wood  staves  and  furniture  

Stationery  and  paper  in  general 

Haberdashery,  ught  goods,  and  hanlwares 

Bfachinery,  aj^cultural,  ^ 

Instrumenu,  musical,  optical,  Ac 

Metals 

Jewellery,  clocks,  bronxee,  Ac     

Marble  and  hard  stones  in  general 

Bricks,  tiles,  and  similar 

Sulphur         

Coal  and  Coke 

Glass  and  crockery  wares , 

Cigars  and  tobacco  ...       ...       , 

Total        , 


Hectolitres 
Bottles  .. 
Hectolitres 
Bottles     .. 


Number 

Number 

Number 
If 
»f 

Number 


Quantity. 


Number. 

lV882 

28,M2 

1,186 

S,160 


2S1 
"76 

061 
157,229 

16,56S 


KOOB. 
11,789 


14,225 

S,486,680 

58,688 

1,167,560 

6,170 

221,680 

8,411 

5,700,880 

1,882 

286,624 

428 

7,987 

240,585 

29,588 

288,468 

98,158 

8,800 

18,712 

6,927 

8,992 

2,045,681 

15,685 

664 

23,498 

124,224 

29,886 

1,078 

2,129,177 

8,585 

16,008 

14,794 

54,697 

28 

2,158,222 

478 

111,660 

425,228 

295 

40,047,672 

161,569 

2 


Value. 


lin. 

18,417 

6,640 

65,804 

17,100 

8,697 

18,492 

1,228,222 

87,799 

2,918,900 

24,852 

487,895 

1,228 

6,111,258 

8,040 

814,276 

752 

8,780 

89,648 

55,010 

117,728 

64,468 

1,881 

87,424 

4,176 

8,692 

827,025 

65,264 

7,804 

92,971 

788,118 

824,742 

128,976 

6,021,066 

6,790 

62,036 

172,896 

118,890 

26,874 

1,047,124 

9,112 

80,995 

311,544 

944 

16,018,688 

173,537 

6 


682 

246 

2,419 

688 

322 

685 

45,806 

3,262 

108,107 

902 

16,200 

46 

189,806 

U8. 

11,M0 

28 

826 

3,320 

2,088 

2,888 

70 

1,388 

156 

822 

30,630 

2,417 

270 

3,448 

27,153 

12,027 

4,502 

185,966 

251 

2,298 

6,386 

4,200 

995 

88,782 

337 

8,000 

11,589 

86 

003,284 

6,427 

1 


86,863,561      1,328,280 


NoTii«<*The  places  of  origin  of  imports  are  not  registered. 

TlM  reduction  into  stexiing  has  been  calculated  at  the  arenige  exchange  for  the 
year,  fis.,  27  lire  to  tin  A  stoUog. 
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No.  VI.— EiPOBTS  at  the  Port  of  Civita  VeccUa  in  the  Tear  1875. 


ArtidM. 


Wine...       , 

Out,  oUve  and  other       ..« 

AlomofaUUndA 

Ohemlcals  In  general 

Dyeing  matenala 

Wax  in  general     

Froiti,  seedB,  planta,  herbe,  te. 

Oame,  meat,  grease,  and  ^ne 

Cheese        , 

Honey 

Cattle  (lamhe,  tnps,  kids) , 

SUns,  i^esh  and  tanned 

Wool  and  woollen  teztures 

Stares  for  casks 

Timber       .; 

Qiarooal     

Co* „       

Stationery  and  paper  in  general 
G<dd  and  silver,  wrought  and  waste    . 
Maitle  and  hard  stones  in  general 
Boman  cement  (Porxolana)  and  other . 

Total       


HeetoUtrss 


Kmnber  ... 
Metres     ..< 


Quantity. 


Nnmber. 

9 

798 


867 
10, 1291480 


KOos. 


8,968 
12,071 
790 
4,284 
8,478 
5,807 
716 
1S,214 
2,960 

16|l29 
156,795 


2,215,080 

29,800 

984 

8,989 

2,000 

8,074,976 


Yalne. 


Lire. 

2,522 

16,142 

4,845 

402 

1,994 

],889 

7,406 

1,802 

80,428 

8,078 

2.167 

57,726 

717,808 

6,077,688 

1,802 

1,998,572 

17,890 

8,036 

2,000 

1,800 

8,299,990 


12,248,482 


98 

598 

161 

15 

74 

51 

274 

48 

1,127 

114 

80 

2,188 

225|l0d 

67 

78,886 

663 

112 

74 

48 

122,222 


458,464 


NoCTs.— The*desttnations  of  exports  are  not  registered. 

The  redaction  into  steiUng  has  heen  calcalated  at  the  arerage  exchange  for  the 
year,  tIs.,  27  lire  to  rae  A  sterling 
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FLOEENCE. 

JRqHfrt  hy  Canni  OolnagU  on  the  SuH/phur  MmB  qf  the  Prrrnncei  qf 

IbrlL 

Ths  sulphur  dejyosits  of  the  Boma^;na,  of  miocene  lacustrian  fonna- 
tion,  are  situate  amid  the  sub-Apennine  hills.  The  nmes  now  uadier 
waxk  in  the  province  of  Eorli*  are  spread  orer  a  superficial  area  of 
260  square  kilos.,  which  maj  be  roughly  defined  as  contained  within  a 
reversed  triangle,  having  its  base  of  fifteen  kilos,  between  Predappio 
and  Polenta,  some  thirteen  kilos,  on  the  map»  to  the  southward  of  tbe 
city  of  Porli,  and  its  apex  at  Marazzana-Pertieara  (in  the  proTiace  of 
Pesaro  and  ITrbino).  The  sides  of  the  triangle  Predappio-Marazzana- 
Pertieara  uid  Polenta-Berticara-Marazzana  are  respectively  thirty- six 
and  twenty-eight  kiloe^  in  kngth* 

The  outcrop  of  the  rocks  of  0ul{diate  of  lime  (gypaum^  and  those 
of  carbonate  of  Mine  resliz^  on  grey  days  or  marls,  denote  tbe  presence 
of  the  sulphur,  which  is  covered  with  ten  or  twelve  strata  of  clays  inter- 
<»lated  with  gypsum  under  various  aspects,  wherever  the  watercourses 
have  not  in  part  destroyed  them.  The  total  thickness  of  these  strata 
to  which  the  sidphur  often  coioforms  is  from  thirty-five  to  seventy 
metres.  The  direction  of  the  sidphur  beds  is  generally  towards  the 
north-west  (oscillating  between  22  and  58**  N.W.),  except  at  Perticara- 
Marazzana,  where  the  strata  lie  cast-north-east  (70^  N.E.).  Here  the 
mineral  forms  a  lode,  while  at  Predappio,  at  the  north-west  angle  of 
the  triangle,  it  is  a  mixture  with  limestone,  gypsum,  and  marl. 

From  a  documentf  existing  in  the  archives  of  Bavenna,  in  which  a 
parish  of  San  Pietro,  in  Sulferina,  in  the .  district  of  Cesena,  is  men- 
tioned, tlie  existence  of  this  mineral  would  appear  to  have  been  known 
in  the  eleventh  century.  In  1344  Ostasio  da  Polenta  bought  certain 
estates  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Polenta,  his  right  to  dig  for  sulphur 
being  expressly  mentioned.  The  minei*al  is  noticed  in  the  poems  of 
Dario  Tiburti  in  the  fifteenth,  and  of  Eolengo  in  the  sixteenth  cen- 
turies; and  George  Bauer  or  Agricola,  in  his  work  on  Mineralogy, 
published  in  1546,  speaks  twice  of  the  sulphur  of  Cesena,  and  praises 
its  quality. 

A  law  of  the  Pontifical  Government  of  1510  declared  all  mines  to 
be  State  property,  and  Paul  III.,  acting  under  it,  annulled  by  brief  of 
1536  the  privilege  granted  by .  his  predecessor,  Clement  VII.,  to  the 
Valoris  J  of  excavating  sulphur  in  the  territory  of  Cesena.  He  trans- 
ferred the  privilege  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  and  district,  giving 
them  the  right  of  preparing  the  mineral  and  of  freely  seUing  the 
produce,  save  tp  infidels.  This  gave  rise  to  the  idea  that  the  owners  of 
land  were  entitled  to  work  any  mines  that  might  exist  under  their 
property,    an   interpretation   refuted    by    the    pontifical    letters    of 

*  Monografia,  Statistica,  Economica,  Amministrativa  della  Provincia  di  Fotli, 
8  volumi.  Forli  a  spese  provinciali,  1866.  Vol  2,  p.  67.  "  Mlniere  Zolfuree  della 
Provincia  di  Forli." 

t  L  Tesori  Soitenaiiei  dell  'Italia,  per  Qnglielmo  Jervis,  Parte  seeonda^  Begioae 
dell  'Appemimo.   Loescher,  Bome,  Turin,  Florence,  1874,  p.  182. 

t  The  Yaloris  of  Florence  were  adherents  of  the  Hedid  fiunily . 
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"Gregory  XIIL  in  1580,  by  which  the  rights  and  dues  beloni^iig  to  the 
State  were  recalled  to  vigour  and  their  imprescriptibility  establiahed. 

The  brief  of  Paul  III.,  of  1535,  was  still  in  vigour  when-  the  province 
of  Forli  was  annexed  to  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  and  has  never  been 
formally  abolished.  In  1865  a  royal  decree  was  published  regulating 
the  position  of  owners  or  workers  of  mines  in  the  province  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Government,  embodjring  the  principles  .of  the  Sardinian 
law  on  mines  of  1859,  which  are  inserted  in  each  concession  granted. 

Before  1861*  the  mines  worked  in  the  province  of  Porli  were  the 
following : — Haggio  della  Torre,  Busca  and  Montemauro,  Luzzena  and 
Eosso^  and  Montevecchio,  to  which  may  be  addec^  as  forming  part  of 
the  same  sulphur  deposit,  the  mines  of  Perticara  and  Marazzana  that 
lie  within  the  frontier  line  of  the  neighbouring  province  of  Pesaro  and 
Frbino. 

In  1863  twenty-four  mines  (Porli)  and  two  (Pesaro  and  XJrbino),  as 
in  the  following  list,  were  either  worked  or  being  prospected : — 

FOBLL 


+  Predappio 

t  Raggio  della  Torre 

t  Vonzi  and  Bovereto 

X  Pormignano 

H  Borello 

f  Montevecchio 

D  Polenta 

11  Boratella  I. 

II  Linaro 

II  La  Crocetta 

•  Ricavo  di  Torre 

U  Campitello 
t  La  Costa 

•  •  Valdinoce 

: ;  BuBca  and  Montemanro 

1   Tana 

' '  Polenta  (Monte  Penino) 

n  •  Monte  Aguzzo 

t  Boratella  II. 

t  Riverza 

II  fUcavo 

II  CH  di  Guido 

t  Monte  Pietra 

PlBiLBO  AVD  llBBnrO. 

t  Perticara  |  t  Marazzana 

The  total  produce  of  these  mines  in  black  sulphnr,  and  the  total 
number  of  men  employed  in  1863,  were  as  follows : — 


Sulphur 
Mines. 

Tons. 

Men. 

Porli         

Peaaro  and  Urbino 

24 
3 

8,479 
8,061 

1,024 
568 

Total 

26 

6,540 

1,577 

The  most  productive  mines  were  the  property  of  the  Societa  delle 
Miniere  Zolf uree  di  Eomagna : — 

Tons. 
Pesaro  and  Urbino — 

Marazzana*  1863         943 

Perticara,  1868  2,118 

PorU— 

Bnsca  and  Montemanro,  1868  ..678 

Fonnignano,  1863 1,662 

Luzzena  and  PosBO,  1863       806 

Total       5,692 

*  Monografia  della  Provincia  di  Forli,  ut.  sup. 

t  Mines  belonging  to  private  persons. 

t  Mines  belonging  to  Societil  delle  BUniere  Zolfbree  di  Romagna.  ^ 

II  Mine^  belonging  to  Society  delle  Miniere  Zolfu^e  Oesenate. 
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Among  the  ten  mines  belonging  to  the  Society  delle  Miniere 
Zolfiiree  Cesenate  the  most  productive  were — 

Tons. 
ForU—  ' 

Borella  and  Tana,  1868         216 

Campitello,  1868       ..        104 

Total       880 

Of  tbe  mines  belonging-  to  private  peraons  the  most  productive 
were — 

Tom. 
Porli—    1 

Predappio,  1868  (A.  Fieri  and  Co.) . .         . .       200 
Montevecchio,  1868  (Zazieri  and  Laurent)  •  •       240 

In  1865  the  works  at  the  mines  of  Predappio  and  Valdinoce  were 
closed,  those  at  Polenta  (Monte  Penino)  and  Biyerza  abandoned,  and 
the  works  at  the  mines  belonging  to  the  Society  delle  Miniere  Zolfuree 
Cesenate  almost  entirely  suspended,  except  at  Borello  and  Boratella  I., 
where,  however,  thej  were  carried  on  with  no  great  activity. 

From  this  date  to  1870  the  industry  does  not  appear  to  haye 
progressed  very  favourably,  and  even  the  Society  delle  Meniere  Zolfuree 
di  Somagna,  of  which  from  1855  to  1864  the  profits  had  yaried  fi^m 
5  to  21  per  cent,  (the  average  for  the  ten  years  being  12*60  per  cent), 
was  not  able  in  1872*  to  pay  the  modest  dividend  of  3  per  cent,  without 
trenching  upon  its  sinking  fund.  This  company  with  its  fine  mines  has, 
howeyer,  always  maintained  its  production. 

A  great  drawback  to  the  prosperit}[  of  many  of  the  mines  was  the 
absence  of  a  complete  network  of  carriageable  roads.  In  1865,  Pre- 
dappio, Polenta,  and  Borello  were  alone  of  easy  access  for  carts.  Since 
this  date,  however,  considerable  advance  has  taken  place,  and  branch 
roads,  where  required,  have  been  made  at  the  expense  of  the  companies 
interested. 

In  1872  the  principal  mines  belonging  to  the  Societa  delle  Miniere 
Zolfuree  Cesenate  were  purchased  by  an  English  company,  the  Gesena ' 
Sulphur  Company,  Limited,  with  a  nominal  capital  of  350,000Z.  sterling, 
and  a  new  era  of  activity  commenced  for  the  sulphur  region  of  this 
district. 

The  chain  of  the  Apennines  of  the  provinces  of  Porli  and  Pesaro  and 
Urbino  ofiiers  a  large  field  for  the  growth  of  this  industry.  The  total 
amount  of  refined  sulphur  produced  in  1874  amounted  to  about 
24,700  tons.  The  cost  of  extraction,  refining,  &c.,  may  be  calculated, 
on  an  average,  at  from  100  to  120  Italian  lire  per  ton,  including  royal- 
ties. The  price  of  refined  sulphur  is  from  160  to  170  lire  per  ton, 
leaving  a  profit  of  from  50  to  60  lire.  The  sulphur  of  Eomagna  i» 
worth  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  more  than  that  of  Sicily  on  account  of  its 
intrinsic  good  quality  and  the  degree  of  purity  to  which  the  refineries 
have  brought  it.  The  largest  part  of  the  production  is  used  for  sulphur- 
ing vines,  and  is  readily  consumed  in  Italy.  In  1874  about  2,134  tons 
of  Bomagna  sulphur  were  exported  from  the  district  of  Ancona  to 
Prance,  Turkey,  and  Austria.  A  certain  quantity  appears  also  to  be 
sent  overland  to  the  ports  of  Genoa  and  Leghorn  for  shipment.  I 
believe  that  there  is  but  little,  if  any,  exportation  to  England.  Foreign 
jirade  is,  as  yet,  but  little  acquainted  with  the  value  of  the  Bomagna 

*  Societil  delle  Miniere  Zolfuree  di  Bomagna,  Bilancio  dell'  anno  18"*  dal  1^ 
mmajo  a  tutto  Dicembre,  1872. 
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sulphur,  the  prodnetioQ  of  which  has  not  long  been  brought  to  its 
present  development.  The  facility  of  shipment  of  the  Sicilicm  sulphur 
naturally  attracts  trade  to  the  south.  Were  it  possible,  however,  for 
the  sulphur  of  the  Bomagna  to  be  given  free  on  board  at  Liverpool*  or 
London  at  150  lire  per  4x>n,  which,  at  the  present  rate  of  production, 
seems  rather  unlikely,  I  understuid  that  thirty  times  tbe  amount  of 
the  yield  could  be  sold. 

Air  the  mines  of  the  district  of  Cesena,  including  Marazzana  and 
Perticara,  upwards  of  8,000  workmen  are  constantly  employed  as 
miners,  firemen,  carters,  &c.  The  average  earnings  of  mmers  and 
firemen  may  be  estimated  at  8  lire  per  diem,  of  the  carters  not  less 
than  2  lire.  The  average  wages  of  labourers  (navvies)  is  from  2  lire  to 
2  lire  25  c.  per  diem,  of  masons  8  lire.  The  day's  work  of  the  miners  is 
of  eight  hours,  of  masons  and  labourers  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  with 
hiQf  an  hour  in  the  morning  for  breakfast,  and  an  hour  and  a  half  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  for  dinner. 

The  Cesena  Sulphur  Company,  after  undergoing  the  vicissitudes 
which  seem  inherent  to  tbe  establishment  of  simuar  undertakings, 
especially  in  foreign  countries,  appeacs,  under  the  able  management  of 
Mr.  F.  Kossuth,  C.R,t  Managing  Director,  to  be  advancing  steadily  on 
the  path  of  prosperity.  Erom  the  annual  report^  for  the  year  1874, 
presented  to  the  shareholders  in  March,  1875,  it  results  that  whereas 
the  total  production  (from  the  important  mine  of  fioratella  I.,  Alzuno 
only,  that  alone  being  worked)  in  1878  was  8,192  tons  of  black  sulphur, 
in  1874  8,166  tons  were  produced.  In  the  present  year  it  is  estimated 
that  the  yield  will  amount  to  11,000  tons.  To  this  will  have  to  be 
added  the  profits  to  be  eventually  derived  from  three  other  mines 
belonging  to  the  company  as  they  gradually  come  into  production. 

The  cost  of  production  of  refined  sulphur  to  the  company  (including 
a  royalty  of  4  lire  80  c.)  given  at  the  railway  station  at  Cesena  amounts  to 
116  lire  37  c.  per  ton.  Black  sulphur,  also  delivered  at  the  railway 
station,  costs  with  the  royalty  83  lire  51  c.  per  ton.  The  medium  selling 
price  of  black  sulphur  in  1874  was  J 44  lire,  leaving  a  margin  of 
69  lire  49  c.  profit  per  ton.  The  medium  selling  price  for  refined  sulphur 
given  at  Cesena  was  168  lire  per  ton,  leaving  a  margin  of  61  lire  63  c. 
profit ;  hence  the  medium  profit  may  be  put  down  at  55  lire  per  ton.  The 
percentage  of  sulphur  obtained  from  the  mineral  for  the  whole  yiear  gives 
an  average  of  18184  per  cent. ;  the  average  loss  on  refining  during  the 
same  period  was  2*542  per  cent.  The  total  expenses  for  the  year  on 
capital  account  amounted  to  499,564  lire  48  c  These  include  carriage 
road  for  the  transport  of  sulphur,  the  works  at  the  three  secondary 
mines,  hydraulic  works  for  the  engines  at  Boratella,  calcheroni,  under- 
ground wallt,  various  new  galleries,  &c. 

The  annexed  details  of  the  principal  mines  now  worked  in  the 


*  Bate  of  freight  from  Ancona  to  an  English  port . 
Carriage  from  the  mine  to  Ancona 
Export  duty  lire  10  -h  1  (war  tenth) 

ToUl,from  44    40      61    40 

Tonnage  is  scarce. 

t  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Eossaih,  not  only  for  having  personally  accompanied  me 
on  my  visit  to  the  mining  district  of  Cesena,  which  was  only  too  hurried,  but  for 
having  afforded  me  a  mass  of  valuable  information  which  I  could  not  otherwise  have 
obtained. 

t  The  Cesena  Solphur  Company,  Limited,  Bepori  and  Balance  Sheet,  December 
81, 1874. 
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district  may  serve,  in  some  degree,  to  show  tbeir  relative  importance. 
I  commence  with — 

The  Minis  of  the  Cesena  SuIiPhite  CoicPAirr. 

Folenta. — About  12  kilos,  north-west  of  Ciasena.  Works  in  1864  r 
gallery,  158  metres ;  4  calcheroni  (kilns  for  burning  the  mineral)  and 
workshops.  The  company  have  since  added  a  winding  engine  and 
Bteam  pump.  Work  was  commenced  in  1874,  but  had  to  be  stopped 
on  account  of  water.  This  is  being  overcome  by  pumpixig.  Sulpnor 
strata  fine  and  very  regular. 

Borello  and  Tana, — 12  kilos,  south  of  Cesena,  close  to  the  high 
road,  separated  by  the  Eiver  Savio  from  the  mine  of  Montevecchio, 
Works  m  1864:  Borello  galleriea,  243  metres;  Tana  gallery,  150 
metres.  The  plant  that  then  existed  was  destroyed  later,  and  the  mine 
abandoned  on  account  of  water  when  the  works  at  the  neighbouring 
Busca  mine  were  stopped.  Since  the  summer  of  1874  the  com{)any  has 
re-commenced  working  the  mine,  and  the  surface  area  of  the  original 
concession  has  been  tripled.  The  x^w  works  consist  of  two  inclined 
shafts,  each  100  metres  long,  one  ibr  the  extraction  of  mineral  and  the 
other  for  ventilation.  The  mine  has  two  calcheroni,  a  steam  engine, 
and  two  steam  pumps.  Several  doppioni  (or  kilns  to  smelt  the  sulphur 
through  the  agency  of  coal)  are  being  put  up.  The  mineral  is  very 
regular,  the  strata  about  1^  metres  tmcL  Extraction  of  mineral  will 
probably  be  made  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Monte  Codruzzo, — 19  kilos,  south  of  Cesena,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Uso.  No  works  in  1865.  Prom  surface  indications  the  mineral 
promises  to  be  of  good  quality.    Undertaken  by  the  company  in  1875. 

BorateUa  L  Alzwno. — ^22  kilos,  south  of  Cesena.  A  very  old  mine 
that  had  been  worked  in  the  eighteenth  century  and  suDsequently 
abandoned.  Works  in  1864  :  two  shafts  to  seam,  one  60  metres  and 
the  other  80  metres ;  gallery  to  seam  130  metres  from  entrahce,  then 
only  recently  opened.  In  1872  a  downfall  of  all  the  old  works  closed 
the  galleries,  shafts,  and  headings,  and  the  company  had  to  make  great 
sacrifices  to  re-open  the  whole  mine.  In  1874  the  works  were  suffi- 
ciently restored  to  permit  the  extraction  of  61,936  tons  of  mineral. 
This  year  the  works  are  fully  developed,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
extraction  will  amount  to  85,000  tons. 

The  mine  of  Boratella  I.*  consists  of  a  mineral  seam  varying  from 
nearly  2  to  3^  metres  in  thickness,  and  assuming  the  shape  of  a  basin, 
the  lowest  portion  of  which  is  barren,  and  the  west  side  cut  short  by  a 
rapid  and  almost  perpendicular  downthrow.  The  surface  area  of  this 
large  basin  may  be  said  to  be  divided  into  sulphur-bearing  and  barren 
zones,  which  run  across  the  whole  concession.  The  present  works  are 
all  established  on  the  most  westerly  fertile  zone,  which  is  109  metres 
wide,  from  nearly  2  to  3J  metres  thick,  and,  according  to  all  mining 
probabilities,  762  metres  in  length.  Two  other  sulphur-bearing  zones 
were  discovered,  one  in  1874  and  the  other  in  1875,  and  works  begun 
to  bring  them  into  connection  with  the  main  winding  shafts.  The 
concession  occupies  a  total  area  of  240  hectares. 

There  are  three  shafts,  of  which  two  only  serve  to  bring  up  the 
mineral  and  one  acts  exclusively  as  a  ventilator.  The  galleries  run  from 
100  to  180  metres  below  the  surface ;  they  are  about  2  metres  high  and 

•  1  cannot  but  repeat  my  acknowledgements' to  Mr.  Kossuth  for  the  following 
details  of  the  Boratella  mine.  During  my  visit  to  it,  I  wae  much  struck  with  the 
activity  displayed  in  working  the  mine^  and  the  general  discipline  maintdned  among 
tlie  miners. 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


TLOBBKCE.  877 

2  metres  wide,  are  well  ventilated,  and  extend  about  2,000  metres  in 
lenfj^h.  The  galleries  for  convepng  the  mineral  to  tibe  shi^  ran  nnder 
tiie  mineral  seams,  and  are  formshed,  some  wHb  a  single  and  some  witk  a 
double  line  of  rails.  The  lander  portion  of  the  mineral  now  ascends  the 
main  shaft  (184i  metres)  by  the  aid  of  a  100  horse  power  steam-engine. 
The  trams,  on  reaching  the  summit  inside  cages,  are  run  to  the  edge  of 
a  cast-iron  platform,  and  their  contents  overturned  on  four  kickups 
into  other  trams  standing  on  a  lower  level,  which  are  sent,  some  to 
ealcheroni  on  the  same  line,  and  others  down  a  self-acting  inclined 
plane  of  three  rails  to  feed  the  lower  range  of  kilns.  The  whole  of  the 
operations  are  performed  in  a  workmanlike  manner,  not  taught  without 
difficulty  to  men  who  preferred  the  primitive  and  tedious  use  of  baskets 
and  hand-winding  to  the  more  expeditious  system  of  steam. 

The  kilns  (ealcheroni)  numbered  sixty,  each  capable  of  containing 
250  cubic  metres  of  mineral  and  of  producing  50  tons  of  black  sulphur 
every  two  months.  There  is  a  refining  house  at  the  mine  provided 
with  twelve  retorts  and  condensers.  The  company  works  on  lease 
another  refinery  near  Borello. 

A  road  of  7  kilos,  in  length  from  the  mine  to  the  high  road  to 
Cesena  has  recently  been  constructed  by  the  eompany.  It  renders 
them  independent  of  the  present  tramway  belonging  to  the  proprietors 
of  Bemtella  III.,  and  the  use  of  which  had  to  be  paid  for. 

Before  taking  leave  of  the  Cesena  Sulphur  Company,  a  few  general 
notes  referring  to  it  may  not  be  without  interest.  On  account  of  the 
large  works  for  developing  the  mines  many  hands  are  required,  and 
about  1,000  meu,  exclusive  of  qui;ers,  are  employed.  The  men  are 
maiDtained  in  excellent  discipline  by  the  combined  means  of  regular 
payment  and  kind  but  firm  treatment.  The  only  foreigners  at  the 
tnines  are  the  managing  director  and  one  English  mining  engineer, 
AH  the  miners  are  Italians,  and  nearly  all  natives  of  the  district.  The 
men  work  in  gangs,  three  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  Each  miner  is 
required  to  bore  three  holes  in  six  hours,  which  being  done  the  whole 
gang  fire  their  mines  together,  an  operation  attended  with  great  diffi- 
culty from  the  dense  sulphur  smoke  developed,  which  renders  respirap 
tion  barely  possible.  The  mineral  is  cleared  away  by  the  gangs  of 
carriers  and  wheelers,  and  carried  over  tramways  whicn  extend  to  the 
Leadings.  Each  miner  is  paid  1  lire  50  c.  per  tramload  of  700  kilos.,  and 
his  earnings  are  estimated  at  Boratella  to  he  from  8  lire  50  c.  to  4  lire  50  c. 
per  diem.  To  make  the  larger  sum,  however,  the  gangs  have  to  unite  and 
work  extra  hours.  When  stone  only  is  found  and  no  mineral,  an  allow- 
ance is  made  to  enable  the  men  to  live  while  working.  The  wages 
are  calculated  net  from  powder,  which  is  deducted.  The  powder  is 
entrusted  to  the  corporal  of  the  gang,  who  distributes  it  to  his  men. 
Accounts  are  made  up,  and  wages,  at  the  men's  request,  are  paid  every 
month.  The  firemen  are  paid  per  ton,  on  the  production  of  the  kilns* 
Their  average  earnings  are  about  8  lire  per  diem.  Hhe  carters  earn 
from  2  lire  to  2  lire  50  c.  per  diem. 

.  The  men  live  chiefly  on  bread,  cheese,  and  vegetables,  eating  meat 
on  Sundays.  They  spend  much  on  dress,  and  on  holidays  lo(%  like 
well-to-do  people ;  they  drink  wine  freely,  but  no  spirits.  Very  keen 
und  Bharp  as  to  their  own  interests,  they  are  open  to  persuasion  when 
treated  witiii  kindness.  They  are  more  persevering  at  worit  than  English 
workmen  in  cases  of  urgency,  and  many  of  them  have  remained  under- 
ground for  twenty-four  consecutive  hours  when  required.  As  a  general 
rule,  the  ItaKans  have  less  muscular  power  than  English  miners,  and  less 
courage  when  not  under  excitement.  They  are  very  obstinate  in  using 
thc^  own  toeb  and  in  woi^kinf  in  thek  own  way,  and  ave  aecastomed  to 
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emphasize  each  stroke  of  the  borer  with  their  Yoice.  They  are  quarrels 
some  amonjg;  themselves,  and  ready  with  their  kniyes.  As  a  general 
rule,  the  miners  of  the  Bomagna  are  superstitious,  and  are  convinced 
that  the  spirits  of  those  who  have  lost  their  Ihrea  through  accidents  in 
the  mine  hover  about  the  works  underground. 

The  com{)any  have  a  store  at  the  mine  for  the  convenience  of  the 
men ;  but  this  ^  bettolino*'  or  tommy-shop  is  on  a  better  system  than 
it  was  before  the  company's  time.  The  wages  are  all  paia  in  money» 
and  the  men  are  free  to  spend  their  earnings  where  .thev  will.  The 
shopkeeper's  position  is  not  without  its  drawbacks;  if  ne  offends  a 
customer  he  is  liable  to  receive  a  bullet  in  return. 

A  mutual  relief  fund  has  been  established  to  assist  the  sick  and 
wounded  and  the  widows  and  ohildren  of  the  men  who  may  be  killed. 
The  company  grants  pensions  according  to  the  emergency  of  each  case, 
but  levies  2  per  .cent,  on  the  men's  earnings  for  the  support  of  the 
fund,  as  well  as  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  doctor,  iimrmary,  and 
apothecary's  shop.  The  present  monthly  charge  for  pensions  to  widows 
and  wounded  men  is  450  lire ;  the  total  expenses  of  the  fund,  which  is 
always  a  little  in  debt,  amount  to  800  lire  per  month. 

Minis  of  the  SociSTi.  bellb  Mutiebb  Zolvvsbe  bi  Bomaokji. 

This  company  was  established  in  1855  with  a  capital  of  1,170,400 
lire,  which  was  increased  in  1862  to  1,596,000  lire,  and  again  in  1863 
to  2,600,000  lire.. 

In  1872*  the  company's  mines  produced  58,412  tons  of  mineral, 
which  yielded  7,873  tons  of  black  sulphur.  In  1871  the  mineral 
produced  was  58,108  tdns,  and  the  yield  in  black  sulphur  8,278  tons. 
The  difference  in  product  between  the  two  years  being  caused  by  a 
faUing  off  in  the  quality  of  the  mineral  extracted.  In  1871  the 
average  selling  price  of  refined  sulphur  was  136  lire  60  c.  per  ton,  in 
1872  145  lire  50  c.  per  ton,  and  160  lire  60  c.  per  ton  on  December 
31st,  1872. 

The  cost  price  in  1872  (including  taxes  and  interest  on  debt) 
appeai'8  to  have  beeu  135  lire  90  c.  per  ton,  or  exclusive  of  the  debt, 
1^0  lire  80  c.  per  ton. 

List  op  Mnres,  1875. 

Busca  and  MoAtemauro  abandoned. 

Formignano-Luzzena-Fosso. 

Marazzana. 

Perticara. 

Formignano-lMZzena, — 11  kilos,  south  of  Cesena,  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Savio ;  has  a  good  road.  Works  in  1874 :  depth  of  sh^,  166 
metres;  galleries,  5,500  metres;  facings,  50  square  metres;  about 
2,000  tons  of  mineral  produced  per  annum ;  yield,  13  per  cent,  of 
black  sulphur. 

Marazzana,^ — 45  kilos,  south-west  of  Simini,  to  the  right  of  the 
Savio,  adjoining  Perticara.  Works  on  a  large  scale  commenced  by 
Count  G.  Cistema,  who  sold  the  mine,  in  1836,  to  Messrs.  Picard  and 
Co.,  from  whom  it  came  to  the  present  owners.  Works  in  1874  : 
galleries,  3,900  metres ;  facings,  50  square  metres ;  depth,  155  metres. 

jPerticara.'\ — One  of  the  mpst  important  and  celebrated  sulphur 
mines  in  Italy.    Mineral,  in  lenticular  masses,  averages  15  per  cent,  of 

*  Sodetik  delle  Hmiere  Zolfnree  di  Bomtgna,  Bilsneio  dell'  anno  18%  ni  sap. 
t  Jsnris.    1.  Twori  Sotierranei  d'  Italia,  vol  2,  at.  sop.,  pp.  188, 190, 191. 
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sulphur.    In  the  midst  of  the  gypsum,  the  lower  regular  stratum,  } 

2  metres  thick,  averages  12  per  cent,  of  sulphur.  Works  commenced,  as 
at  Manuzana,  by  Count  G-.  Gistema ;  sold  to  Messrs.  Picard  and  Co.,  \ 

in  1886,  and  purchased  by.  the  company  in  1842.    Works  in  1874:  ^ 

galleries,  &c.,  5,800  metres ;  facings,  240  square  metres ;  depth,  242 
metres.  The  interior  works  are  conducted  oy  a  system  of  galleries 
supported  by  pilasters ;  they  communicate  internally  with  Marazzana.  \ 

Perticara  has  been  worked  for  150  years,  and,  the  works  being  deep  * 

and  water  presents  the  cost  of  extraction  is  heavy,  10  lire  per  ton  to  . 

the  calcheroni ;    compensation  is  found,  however,  in  the  excellent  ■. 

quality    of  the  produce.      The   deposit  of  Perticara-Murazzana  is  ^ 

•encased  in  limestone,  and  the  whole  seam  is  bent  and  contorted. 

The  two  mines  of  Marazzana  and  Perticara  may  be  valued  at  from 
80,000  tons  to  85,000  tons  of  mineral  per  annum,  the  proportion  of 
black  sulphur  is  from  13*50  to  14  per  cent.,  which  would  give  about 
4,000  tons  of  refined  sulphur,  taking  into  account  the  loss  of  5  per 
cent,  for  refining.  The  value  of  the  sulphtur  of  these  mines,  from  its 
quality,  may  be  calculated  at  165  lire  per  ton  for  sulphur  in  cakes,  and 
200  lire  per  ton  for  sulphur  in  cylinders  (used  only  K>r  pharmaceutical 
purposes),  much  above  Sicilian  prices. 

Pbivjltb  Mnnss. 

FaWtfior^.— Near  the  torrent  Voltre,  three  kilos,  from  Teodorano ; 
a  small  mine,  the  property  of  Messrs.  Flori.  It  is  said  to  be  much 
exposed  to  water,  and  that  the  yield  of  sulphur  does  not  exceed  80  or 
40  tons  per  month. 

Venzi  and  Bovereto  (Casatbono), — Five  kilos,  south  of  Teodorano, 
on  the  left  of  the  torrent  Borello.     In  March,  1863,  this  mine  was  f 

ceded  by  the  then  proprietor  to  Mr.  E.  Zoli,  who,  in  1865,  formed  a 
company  with  a  capital  of  80,000  lire  to  work  it,  of  which  he  became 
the  manager.  The«uperficial  area  of  this  mine  is  120  hectares.  Works, 
in  1865:  old  worts,  100  metres;  new  galleries,  Ac,  454  metres  ;  8 
calcheroni  and  ofiBces.  Estimated  yield,*  280  cubic  metres  of  mineral 
per  month.  In  1874  the  works  continued,  and  the  mineral  was  found 
to  be  of  excellent  quality. 

Monteveechio, — 14  kilos,  south  of  Cesena,  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Savio,  nearly  opposite  Borello  and  Tana.  In  1862-^  Montevecchio 
belonged  to  Messrs.  Zazzeri,  Laurent,  and  Co. ;  iu  1874  it  had  become 
the  property  of  Mr.  Natale  Dellamore,*  of  Cesenn.  The  mine  is 
<!ompo8ed  of  the  same  mineral  seam  as  those  of  Borello,  Polenta, 
Formignano,  and  Busca ;  the  mineral  bearing  stratum  is  very  regular, 
rich,  and  of  considerable  extent ;  it  is  1*50  metres  high,  and  has  been 
worked  with  profit  since  1854,  for  a  length  of  1,050  metres  down  to 
the  present  level.  The  are  seven  calcheroni  and  other  plant,  in  bad 
condition  from  want  of  capital,  which  has  likewise  prevented  the  works 
from  being  carried  below  the  natural  level.  The  mme  is  situated  only  a 
short  distance  from  the  high  road  to  Cesena. 

Fiaia  and  Fademo, — ^20  kilos,  south  of  Cesena,  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Savio.  An  old  mine  that  had  long  been  abandoned  af^r  being 
worked  up  to  the  point  at  which  there  was  a  slip  that  interrupted  the 
deposit,  stated  by  old  miners  to  be  three  metres  high.  This  mine  is 
said  to  contain  the  richest  mineral  of  all  the  mines  in  the  district,  its 

*  Mr.  DeUamore  is  a  pioneer  of  the  solphor  industry  of  the  Bomagna.  The 
province  of  Forli  owes  him  mach  for  his  constant  exertions  to  promote  the  develop- 
ment of  its  mineral  wealth. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


880  IXAU. 

averagfie  yield  being.  18  per  cent,  in  solphur ;  but  it  is  uncertain,  the 
proper  works  not  having  been  made,  to  ascertain  its  nature,  it  will  hare 
to  be  worked  deep,  and  ])ump8  are  required.  The  mine  is  now  in  good 
Condition,  it  possesses  two  shafts  with  winding  engines  and  smelting 
kilns  ready  for  400  tons  of  monthly  production ;  a  steam  pump  and 
several  hand  pumps  are  at  work.  The  present  production  is  about  200 
tons  per  month.  Situated  near  the  high  road,  but  on  the  opposite  side 
of  a  large  torrent.  This  mine  is  the  property  of  Mr.  de  Rechter,  who 
purchased  it  in  1874  from  the  former  proprietor,  Mr.  EicchL 

Boratella  IL — Between  the  mines  of  Boratella  I.  and  Ul.,  about 
22  kibs.  south  of  Cesena,  belonged  in  1862  to  Messrs.  Petrucci 
Brothers;  works  undertaken  in  1863  with  no  results.  In  1874  it 
became  the  property  of  Mr.  Barbieri,  of  Brescia,  who  has  recently  put 
the  mine  in  working  order,  and  sold  it  to  a  Prenoh  company,  the 
Soci^t^  General  des  Soufres,  formed  with,  a  capital  of  1,500,000  fr. 
The  present  production  is  about  100  tons  of  sulphur  per  month. 
There  is  no  road  other  than  those  belonging  to  the  mines  of  Boratella 
I.  and  IL 

Baratelia  HI, — On  the  left  of  the  Savio,  about  22  kilos,  south  of 
Cesena,  worked  on  lease  by  Messrs.  Dellamore  and  Alinagili.  In  1874 
the  produce  was  8,000  tons  of  sulphur.  On  the  31st  of  May  of  the 
present  year,  the  mine  was  unfortunately  buried  by  a  downfall  of  all 
the  underground  works  ;  it  has  again  been  put  in  working  order,  and, 
since  November,  is  producing  at  the  rate  of  600  tons  of  sulphur  per 
month.  I  am  informed,  however,  that  this  mine,  although  under  good 
management,  capable  of  being  made  very  profitable,  according  to  all 
mining  probabilities,  reached  the  apex  of  its  production  in.  1874. 
There  is  a  good  tramway  connecting  the  mine  with  the  high  road  to 
Cesena. 

At  Oemmano,  in  the  district  of  Eimini,  near  the  torrent  Yentena, 
there  is  a  sulphur  deposit,  which  Professor  Scarabelli  considers  very 
important  and  like  that,  of  Perticara.  It  was  being  prospected  in  1874, 
as  was  also  another  sulphur  deposit  at  Mondaino  in  the  same  district  of 

"Rimini.* 

Weights  and  Measures  used  in  the  Present  Beportf 

1  centimetre «        0  '3987  English  inches 

1  metre        8  -2809        „      feet 

1  kilometre 1,098  688         „      yards 

1  square  metre        . .         . .  10  *7644        „      square  feet 

1  cubic  metre         ••         ..  86:31714      „      cubic  feet 

1  kilogram 2*2046       ,^      lbs.  ayoirdnpois 

1  ton  (metrical)  1,000  kilograms     2,204  •  621  „        „ .  „ 

1  hectare 2  '47  „      acres 

Italian  lire  before  1866  (specie)  25      . .     —  £1  sterling 

„        „    since  paper  currency,  27  to  27*60  ,, 

GfioitimeB,  100  »  1  lira. 

Florence,  December,  1876. 


*  I  Tesori  Sotterranei  d'  Italia,  ut.  snp.,  p.  196  and  p.  208. 
t  «M  JCodexn  GuntiiBt,  l^  WiUiam  Tate.    LondoO;  Bfioi^UHOQ  Wilson,  1862, 
pp.48^6. 
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FLOEENCE. 

Report  hy  Consul  Oolnagki  on  the  Frovince  oflteggio,  in  Dmilia.* 

The  province  of  Eeggio,  in  Emilia,  lies  between  the  province  of, 
Parma  oq  the  west,  the  river  Po  and  the  province  of  Mantua  on  the 
north,  the  province  of  Modena  on  the  east,  and  the  Watershed  of  the 
Apennines  separating  it  from  the  province  of  Lucca,  on  the  south. 
The  superficial  area  of.  the  provinces  is  228,800  hectares,t  thus 
divided ; — 

Hectares. 

Plain  106,863 -98 

Hill  district 11,672  -00 

Mountain  district 111.373  16 

Total..         ..         ; 228,800-00 

In  1861  the  province  which  is  divided  into  the  two  districts  of 
Beggio  and  Guastalla,  contained  230,054 ;'  in  1871,  240,635  inhabitants. 
The  population  of  the  chief  town  Reggie  was,  in  1861,  21,174;  in 
1871,  19,131  souls ;  but  though  the  population  of  the  town  had 
decreased  in  the  two  years,  that  of  the  commune,  which  contains  a 
coimtry  district,  showed  no  diminution,  being  50,657  in  1871,  as  against 
50,371  in  1861.  • 

The  classified  roads  of  the  province,  made,  or  in  the  course  of  being 
made,  on  the  31  st  of  December,  1874,  were  as  follows : — 

Roads. 

Kilos. 

National        122  106 

Provincial 164  '800 

Communal  (obligatory) .1,719-671 

Total 1,896-077 

The  condition  of  the  national  road  between  Beggio  and  Spezzia,  is 
said  to  require  attention,  and.  is  about  to  be  brought  before  Parliament. 

The  communal  roads  were  classified  according  to  the  law  of  30th 
August,  1868,  which  enacts  the  construction  and  re-formation  of  the 
roads,  indispensable  to  the  communes  for  their  administrative,  agri- 
cultural, and  commercial  interests.  Of  the  network  of  communal  roads 
noted  above,  406*445  kilos,  were  still  wanting ;  of  these  38*340  kilos. 
were  in  course  of  construction,  while  the  works  on  368*105  kilos,  had 
still  to  be  commenced  on  the  1st  January,  1875,  the  plans  for  232-847 

*  Statistica  Generale  della  Provincia  di  Beggio  nell'  Emilia,  per  Giacinto  Scelsi, 
Prefetto.  Milano,  1870 ;  Ministero  del  Lavori  Public],  Eelasione  salk  strade  Com- 
munali  obbligatorie  per  1'  anno  1874;  Annnario  delle  Finaaze,  1874  and  1876  ; 
Annuario  dell'  Istmzione  Publioa,  1874 ;  EelA2ione  sullo  atato  deir  Agricoltora  del 
Circondario  di  Reggio  neir  Emilia  nil  1871,  approvata  dal  comizio  Agrario,  1872; 
&c.,  &c.,  &c. 

t  According  to  the  Annnario  del  Comuni,  1874,  the  present  area  of  the  province 
is  227,174  hectares,  the  difference  being,  posHblj,  due  to  some  modification  of  the 
provinciid  frontier. 
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kilos,  of  which  were  not  yet  made.  The  means  of  communication  are 
most  defective  in  the  mountain  district. 

88  kilos,  of  the  North  Italian  Eailway  cross  the  province  which 
contains  the  three  stations  of  St.  Bario  d  Euza,  Eemo,  and  Bubiera. 
A  projected  railway  between  Beggio  and  Lucca,  which  greatly  interests 
the  four  provinces  of  Beggio,  Modena,  Lucca,  and  Massa  Carrara, 
appears  to  be  at  a  standstill,  owing  to  the  jealousy  of  the  provinces  of 
Beggio  and  Modena  as  to  the  point  of  depajrtnre. 

The  rateable  revenue  of  the  landed  and  house  property  in  the 
province  may  be  approximatively  estimated  as  follows : — 

Lire.        c. 

Land        7,649,695    S7 

Buildings  1,6S8,297    5S 

Total        9,382,998    45 

The  value  of  the  rateable  incomes  inscribed  .on  the  income  tax 
schedules  in  1875  amounted  to  8,622,541  lire,  exclusive  of  incomes  of 
600  lire  per  annum,  and  under,  as  well  as  of  payments  made  by  the 
treasury  on  account  of  the  salaries  of  government  employes,  and  of 
pensions. 

The  total  receipts  paid  into  the  treasury  on  account  of  the  govern- 
ment taxes  of  all  descriptions,  but  exclusive  of  the  provincial  and 
communal  rates,  amounted  in  1874 — 

Lire.        c. 

For  Direct  Taxes  8,080,655    68 

„    Indirect  „  8,505,807    05 

Tota         6,586,462    68 

or  27  lire  15  c.  per  head  of  the  population. 

The  total  amount  of  the  mortgages  registered  in  the  province  on 
the  31st  December,  1873,  was  115,387,380  lire  42  c.  *  or  about  42*7  per 
cent,  of  the  total  estimated  value  of  the  landed  and  house  property, 
which  has  been  approximativeljr  calculated  at  269,995,868  lire  80  c. 

Education, — ^Among  the  institutes  or  schools  for  secondary  in- 
struction, are  a  National  L3*ceum  at  Beggio,  a  municipal  college  at 
Correggio,  three  gyninasiums  at  Beggio,  Correggio,  and  Guastalla,  and 
six  gymnasial  schools  in  different  communes.  The  means  provided  for 
technical  instruction  are  said  to  be  below  the  requirements  of  tho 
province. 

Prininry  instruction  was  given  in  1873-74,  in  821  public  elementary 
sehools,  of  which  205  were  for  boys,  84  for  girls,  and  34  mixed.  .  They 
were  attended  by  a  maximum  number  of  13,47(>  pupils  of  whom  9,409 
were  boys,  and  4,067  girls.  To  the  above  may  be  added  the  private 
elementary  schools,  of  which  there  were  46  for  boys,  35  for  girls,  and 
71  mixed,  with  a  maximum  number  of  2,907  pupils,  of  whom  1,346  . 
were  boys,  and  1,561  girls.  There  were  also  159  evening  and  fete  day 
schools.  The  first  114  in  number  were  attended  by  4,104  males 
between  the  ages  of  12  and  24;  the  latter,  numbering  45,  were 
attended  by  1,184  females,  of  whom  54  only  were  under  12  years  of 
age.  The  number  of  public  infant  asylums  was  20,  attended  by  1,544 
pupils,  of  whom  903  were  boys,  and  641  girls. 

The  communal  expenditure  for  elementary  education,  including  the 
infant  asylums,  amounted  in  1873-74  to  206,330  lire. 

*  Of  this  amount  64,739,216  lire  18  e.  form  a  real,  or  present,  debt  bearing  in- 
terest, and  60,648,164  lire  24  c.  an  eventual^  or  contingent^  debt,  on  which  no 
interest  is  paid. 
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In  1872*  50*95  per  cent,  of  the  marriage  contracts  redstered  in  the 
province  were  unugned  bj  the  parties  interested.  The  average  of 
unsigned  marriage  contracts  for  the  whole  kingdom  in  the  same  jefur, 
was  58*24  per  cent. 

A  central  normal  school  for  elementary  masters  was  established  at 
Beggio  in  1861.  No  certificates  were  taken  out  in  the  term  1865-66, 
as  the  greater  number  of  the  students  volunteered  for  the  war  against 
Austria. 

Charitable  InsHttUions. — ^The  number  of  charitable  institutions  in 
the  province  is  80,  with  a  total  income  of  1,150,527  lire. 

Crtm^.— In  1873,  there  were  committed  in  the  province  93  offences 
against  the  person,  of  which  seven  murders  (omicidj),  or  attempts^  to 
murder,  and  683  offences  against  property  (of  which  664  were  rUralf 
or  common  thefts)  giving  a  total  of  776  offences,  or  one  for  every  309 
inhabitants.  The  position  held  by  Beggio  with  reference  to  the  other 
68  provinces  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy  was  66,  as  regards  offences  against 
the  person,  and  24  for  offences  against  property.  The  order  of  merit 
rising  from  one,  the  greatest  to  69,  the  least  number  of  crimes  com- 
mitt^. 

AeSIOXTLTUBB. 

Among  the  products  of  the  province  are  wheat,  Indian  com,  rice, 
and  other  cereals,  cattle,  and  their  products,  fodder,  grapes,  silk,  flax 
and  hemp,  timber,  poulhy,  game,  and  fish.  The  cultivation  of  fruits 
and  vegetables  appears  to  livery  backward,  and  limited  to  ordinary 
qualities,  the  raising  of  melons  alone  showing  signs  of  improvement. 
A  branch  society  has  been  formed  at  Beegio  for  the  advancement  of 
agriculture,  in  connection  with  that  of  Mu^.  In  1872  there  were  16 
improved  hives,  and  438  ordinary  hives,  in  thirteen  communes,  belong- 
ing to  seventy  members  of  the  society. 

From  official  statistics,  published  in  1857,  the  quantity  of  agri- 
cultural products  obtained  in  1856  was  as  under : — 


*  According  to  the  census  of  1871,  as  compared  with  the  returns  p(  1861,  the 
proportion  of  persons  m  the  province  who  were  unable  to  read  and  write,  per  1,000 
of  the  population,  was  as  follows :— 


Of  total 
Population. 

From  4  to  12 
years  old. 

From  12  to  19 
years  old. 

19  years  old 
and  above. 

Hale. 

Female. 

Hale. 

Female. 

Hale. 

Female. 

Hale. 

FenuJe. 

1861  .. 
1871  .. 

747 
(574 

880 
819 

805 
706 

908 
795 

691 
512 

830 
689 

694 
680 

859 
818 

t  The  agricultural  board  (Comido  Agrario)  of  Beggio  says  in  a  report  dated  in 
1871,  that  llrougheut  Italy  the  want  of  protection  for  agricultural  products  is  con- 
sidered an  obsUcle  to  many  improyements.  Bural  thieying  is  described  as  the 
principal  enemy  of  the  agriculturist  more  iorrible  than  droughty  than  inundations, 
than  blight,  because  its  deyastatioos  are  incessant,  extending  throughout  the  year 
and  not  sparing  any  product. 
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Articles. 

HeetoUtres.. 

•9             •* 
I* 

Quintals    .. 
Hectolitres  . 
Value*  lire.. 

Quintals    •« 

Quantity, 

Wheat 

Indian  com       ..         ••         

Rice,  in  the  husk         

Cerealfl,  various            

Ghesnuts 

Wine 

Various  products         .  •         

(Hemp,  cocoons,  timber,  firewood,  &c.) 
Fodder,  hay,  straw 

309,508 

278,585 

46,650 

97,972 

26,200 

244,806 

4,287,800 

1,732,821 

The  average  prices  of  some  of  the  principal  articles  of  food  on  the 
market  of  Reggio,  during  the  ten  years,  1859-1868,  and  in  1874-76, 
have  been  as  follows : — 


Wheat 

Indian  com    ... 
Oats     ...     .  ... 

Barley 

Ordinary  wines 

Beans  

Cheomti 


Hectolitre. 


Hyntignak. 


PriiM  in  Italian  Lire. 


1850.  I860.  1861.  1862.  1868.  1864.  1865.  1866.  1867.  1868.  l^A.  1875. 


18-00 
11-40 
8-60 
8-56 
46-00 
1700 
'2-80 


21-75 
14-42 
9-50 
9-20 
42-00 
17-50 
3*00 


21-40 
17-SO 

8'75 
10-04 
45-00 
19-21 

2-80 


10-50 
26-00 


1800  9-20 
8-00   8-80 


10-87 
2600 


17-60 18-81 
8*25  2-S& 


19-80 

9 

910 
10 
22 
12 

2-8» 


•8010' 


4021 


17-78 
80 

8-00 
80 
•60 
•00 

2-75 


18-80 
12-30 

9-40 
1100 
26-00 
14-00 

2-90 


28-30 
20-10 
11-40 
16*90 
4«-45 
16-79 
2-98 


20-17 
1010 


9^ 
2200 


The  production  of  wheat,  aecording  to  the  following  figures,  would 
appear  to  have  increased  since  1847. 

Hectolitres. 

1847        817,982 

1856        809,503 

1867        621,870 

1868        882,228 

1869 874,122 

The  year  1867  was  exceptionally  abundant,  and  a  larger  area  was 
sown.  The  average  yield  oi'  wheat  per  hectcore  varies  from  district 
to  district,  and  from  commune  to  commune,  the  highest  for  any  com- 
mune bein^  lA  hectolitres  in  1867,  and  15  hectolitres  in  1868.  The 
average  for  the  whole  province  was  9*29  hectolitres  in  1867,  7*28 
hectoUtres  in  1868,  and  7-23  hectolitres  in  1869, 

There  are  no  data  by  which  to  make  a  certain  comparison  of  the 
other  cereals  between  1847  and  1869,  but  it  appears  probable  that  their 
production  has  increased. 

Owing  to  the  ravages  of  the  oidium,  the  product  of  the  viae  has 
diminished  quite  eight-tenths,  and  the  quantity  of  wine  made  in  a  still 
greater  degree.  This  industry  is,  however,  gradually  regaining  its 
iformer  prosperity,  and  I  am  informed  that  companios  for  making  wine 
have  been  established  in  the  province,  with  what  amount  of  success  I 
am  unable  to  say.  The  quality  of  the  wines  differs  according  to  locality. 
Those  of  the  district  of  Scandiano,  and  especially  the  white,  are  said  to- 
be  highly  alcoholic,  resembling  the  Sicilian  wines ;  they  are,  however, 
wanting  in  delicacy. 

The*  spread  of  the  silkMWEm  disease  likewi»8  lessened  the  yield  of 
<X)eoon8.  The  general  ineidente  of  this  production  between  18 W  and* 
1878,  are  shown*  in  the  following  table : — 
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QfVAJSHm  and  Value  of  the  Cocoons  sold  on  ibe  Principal  Markets  of 
the  Province  of  Eeggio  from  1863  to  1873. 


Year. 


Yield. 


Value. 


Ayerage  Price 
per  Kilo. 


1868 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1878 


Kilos. 

86,851 

60,693 

19,782 

60,523 

107,542 

104,782 

105,547 

93,147 

129,808 

154,557 

145,478 


Lire. 
153,045 
282,290 
160,575 
234,808 
602,522 
680,297 
551,890 
526,418 
547,858 
1,019,462 
1,006,572 


Lire  c. 


15 
80 


8    13 
3    88 


60 
49* 
22 
77 
42 
59 


6    92 


This  table  does  not  show  the  entire  yield  of  cocoons  of  the  province, 
a  great  part  bein^  sold  on  the  markets  of  Parma  and  Modena. 

The  markets  n)r  the  sale  of  cocoons*  are  held  at  JEteggio,  Guastalla, 
Corregi^o,  Novellara,  Scandiano,  and  Gualtieri  (the  latter  was  closed  in 
1865). 

In  1867  there  wa»  a  large  second  crop.  There  was  also  a  second 
crop  in  1868-69,  but  it  seems  every  year  to  become  less.  The  second 
crop  is  included  in  the  totals  for  the  years  1867-68-69-72  and  1873. 

As  will  be  seen,  the  yield  of  cocoons  has  improved  during  the  last 
few  years  with  the  use  of  forein:n  eggs.  As  a  oon.<?equence,  the  planta- 
tions of  mulberry  trees  are  again  on  the  increase.  Some  specimens  of 
the  old  yellow  breed  have,  throughout  the  duration  of  the  silkworm 
disease,  always  been  -preserved  in  the  mountain  districts,  with  the  new 
method  of  microscopic  selection ;  this  breed  is  again  becoming  of  value. 
By  the  initiative  of  the  Agricultural  Board  of  Eeggio,  silkworms'  eggs 
ai^e  cultivated  on  the  cellular  system,  at  the  experimental  farm  at 
Reggio. 

In  1372  and  1873  the  yield  was  thus  composed : — 


1872. 

1878. 

Japanese        

Native           

Various  yellow         

Inferior  qualitiea  and  second  crop  .. 

Kilos. 
81,725 
85,704 
*    6,078 
82,050 

KilOB. 

77,152 
28,102 
.8,025 
32,199 

Total 

154,557 

145,478 

Altogether,  the  production  of  the  soil  baa  inet^eased  considerably ; 
it  would  be  still  greater  were  the  theory  of  agricidture  more  carefully 
itudied. 

The  superficial  area  of  the  province,  with  reference  to  the  different 
coltutes^  may  be  daaaified  as  follows : — 
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Hectares. 

Arable ..         ..         ^.         ..  106,865 

Meadow — 

Artificial 7,688 

Permanent  irrigated         . :         7,810 

Non-irrigated  and  pasture           24,886 

Bice  fields          2,466 

Marsti  lands 694 

Woods  and  forests         28,015 

Barren  and  exposed  riyer  beds  (gretl) 12,006 

Occupied  by  roads,  houses,  riyers,  torrents,  and  mt.  pei^ . .  38,980 

Total ..     228,800 

The  arable  and  meadow  lands  are  generally  bordered  with  trees, 
cbleflj  elms,  mulberry  trees,  wbich  are  cultivated  for  their  leaves,  and 
the  \ine,  the  last  hanging  in  festoons  from  the  mulberry  trees  and 
elms.*  Of  about  86,236  bectares  on  whieb  vines  were  grown  in  1870, 
118  hectares  only  were  planted  as  vineyards,  the  vines  generally  being 
cultivated  in  rows,  with  guiding  trees  as  supports  and  separated  by 
other  cultures,  which  sometimes  even  include  permanent  meadows. 

Of  the  wckhIs  and  forests,  5,658  hectares  are  the  property  of  the 
State,  8,357  hectares  belong  to  communes  and  other  corporations,  and 
13,999  hectares  to  private  individuals.  The  principal  trees  met  with 
are  the  beech,  chesnut,  poplar,  willow,  oak,  ash,  acacia  (American 
locust),  &c.  The  state  of  decay  into  which  the  woods  have  been 
allowed  to  fall  in  the  hill  district  is  greatly  to  be  deplored. 

In  the  upper  zone,  natural  forests,  which  contain  important  capital 
in  timber,  are  not  opened  out  for  vrant  of  roads.  The  principal  trees 
are  chesnuts  in  the  valleys,  and  beech,  vnth  some  firs,  on  the  elevated 
points.  Some  oak  timber  is  exported  for  naval  oonstructions  and  rail- 
way sleepers,  and,  of  late  years,  oak  bark  for  tanning  has  become  an 
important  product.  The  charcoal  made  is  in  great  part  consumed  in 
the  district,  but  some  is  exported  to  Lombardy. 

The  meadow  lands  have  increased  about  one-tenth  diuring  the  last 
twenty  years,  not  in  proportion,  however,  to  the  wants  of  the  country. 
The  value  of  landed  property  in  1871  was  calculated  as  follows  in 
the'  district  of  Beggio : — 

Per  Hectare. 
Lire. 
Estates  with  farm  houses  and  buildings,  and  the  principal 

cultures  prevailing  in  the  plain  1,250 

Irrigated  meadow  . .         ..         2,220 

Biy  , 1,276 

Artificial       „ 1,460 

Bice  fields ..     I,i00 

Fields,  without  vines  and  mulberry  trees  900 

„      with  vines  and  mulberry  trees 1,150 

Kitchen  gardens 2,580 

Pvturage' 486 

Woods— t 

1.  Coppice  (soft  wood)  460 

2.  Full-grown  trees  (soft  wood) 1,125 

3.  Coppice  (hard  wood)         610 

4.  Full-grown  trees  (hard  wood) 1,090 

Chesnut  plantation  966 

Before  the  drainage  works  were  commenced  in  the  Beggian  plain, 
the  Po  was  entirely  without  dykes,  and  the  mountam  rivers  and  tor- 

*  In  the  hill  district  the  maple  (aoer  campestris)  is  also  used  for  this  purpose, 
t  1.  Cedtto  dolce ;  2.  Alto  fnsto  dolce ;  3.  Cedno  forte ;  4.  Alto  ftisto  forte. 
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rente  hid  hardly  debouched  from  the  hills  when  thej  spread  over  the 
plain,  which  was  thus,  in  great  part,  formed  of  unproductive  itaarsh 
lands.  By  the  year  1560  important  works  had  already  been  completed, 
and  the  lagoons  were  confined  to  the  territories  of  G-ualtieri,  Novellara, 
and  the  lower  Gorregese.  About  this  time  the  Bentivogli,  Lords  of 
GTualtieri,  projected  a  general  systemi  of  drainage,  when  the  cutting 
called  the  Botte,  or  Fiuma,  in  the  territory  of  6uastalla,  was  execucod. 

A  system  of  irrigation  was  in  operation  in  the  province  as  early  as 
the  twelfth  century,  by  means  of  canals  derived  from  the  Secchia,  the 
Euza,  and  other  rivers.  Some  7,446  hectares  were  irrigated  in  1870 
by  means  of  500  kilometres  of  canals  and  trenches,  but  the  wants  of 
agriculture  not  being  fully  satisfied,  plans  were  under  consideration  by 
wnich  the  water  supply  might  be  further  extended,  with  what  results  1 
am  uninformed. 

On  the  upper  plain  iand  in  the  hill  district  the  land  is  generally 
cultivated  on  the  metayer  system ;  in  the  low  lands  (valle)  a  system  of 
paid  labour,  known  as  the  *'  Boaria,"  is  more  common.  In  the  moun- 
tain district,  small  proprietors  generally  cultivate  their  own  little  farms 
and  attend  to  the  raising  of  stock  (Pastorizia). 

The  estates  belonging  to  charitable  institutions  are  usually  let  for 
a  monev  rent,  on  a  five  or  nine  years*  lease. 

TTnder  the  metayer  system  in  this  province,  the  cattle  and  seed  are 
furnished,  half  by  tie  owner  of  the  land,  and  half  by  the  tenant,  and 
the  products  of  the  soil  and  of  the  stock,  large  and  small,  are  equally 
divided  between  them,  exc^t  in  certain  etceptional  cases,  when  the 
landlord  obtains  a  first  share  (avanti  parte),  which  is  usually  taken  from 
the  wheat  and  grapes.  In  all  Mezzaorias,  except  the  poorest,  moreover, 
a  certain  sum  c^led  **  oneranza  "  is  pdd  as  house-rent,  or  as  .compensa- 
tion for  superabundant  products  in  excess  of  the  labour  supplied.  This 
payment  may  also  be  considered  as  a  contribution  towards  the  payment 
of  the  taxes  which  are  at  the  charge  of  the  proprietor. 

With  the  **  Boaria,"  generally  termed  "  Boaria  di  spesa,"  the  owner 
retains  the  management  of  the  estate,  having  his  lands  cultivated  by 
the  **  Boaro,"*  who  receives  annual  wages  for  nis  labour  and  care  of  the 
eattle.  Under  this  system  the  entire  products  of  the  soil  and  of  the 
cattle  belong  to  the  landlord,  who,  however,  pays  all  expenses  of 
cultivation. 

The  condition  of  the  farmhouses,  except  in  the  mountain  district,  is 
very  satisfactory.  In  those  newly  erected,  the  requirements  of  the 
silkworms  as  to  air  and  space  have  been  especially  attended  to. 

It  is  difficult  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  size  of  the  estates.  In 
the  district  of  B^gio,  which  may  be  divided  into  three  zones,  the 
registered  number  of  proprietors  as  compared  with  the  rateable  area  in 
in  1871  was  as  follows : — 


Mooataiii  loa^  lateaUe  area  • . 
MiU  .  f^  9,  •< 

Pliin  I,  M 


HecUros. 


49,177 
19,548 
60,084 


Proprietors. 


.10,0«1 
8,610 
7,264 


Average 

Knmber  of 

Heotaresper 

Proprietcnr. 


4-88 
5*46 
9  09 


[898] 


•  Botto,  bostUcdre,  keeper  of  the  csUle,  ^bowrier.'' 
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The  real  proportion  must,  however,  be  somewhat  higher  than  the  above, 
as  the  same  owner  maj  hold  different  properties.  The  snb-divisicm  of 
estates  shows  a  slight  tendency  to  increase. 

Notwithstanding  that,  as  has  been  said^  agricoltore  has  taken  a  step 
in  advance,  much  still  remains  to  be  done  in  the  plain,  more  on  the 
hills,  and  most  of  all  in  the  mountain  district.  The  rotation  of  crops, 
the  selection  of  seed,  the  making;,  keeping,  and  distribution  of  manure, 
the  insufficient  number  of  artificial  meadows,  the  want  of  method  in 
making,  and  of  care  in  keepinp^,  wine,  all  provoke  criticism. 

In  the  pkdn  of  the  district  of  Beggio,  the  agricultural  rotation  is 
chieflv  wheat  and  Indian  com,  with  leguminous  crops  and  spring 
oereals.  The  arable  lands  are  divided  into  two  nearly  equal  parts, 
wheat  always  occupies  half  the  farm,  two-thirds  of  the  rest  are  sown 
with  maize,  and  one-third  with  beans,  vetches,  &c. 

In  the  district  of  Ouastalla,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  province 
towards  the  Po,  the  laud  is  also  ^vided  into  two  parts,  one  of  which  is 
sown  with  wheat,  four-fifths  of  the  other  with  Indian  com,  and  one- 
fifth  with  beans,  rice,  barley,  &c.  The  meadows  are  very  few,  except 
in  the  lowlands  (valli). 

In  the  hill  district,  under  an  improper  system  of  rotation  and  a 
careless  selection  of  seed,  but  scanty  products  are  obtained ;  while  the 
exhausted  fertility  of  the  soil  is  not  renewed  from  want  of  manure,  the 
cattle  being  few  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  meadow  lands.  The  vines, 
instead  of  being  festooned  on  the  elms  (olmi),  should  be  grown  low,  as 
in  the  district  of  Casale  (Piedmont^. 

Agriculture  in  the  mountain  districts  is  reported  to  be  in  open 
contradiction  with  science ;  for,  instead  of  adapting  the  cultures  to  the 
quality  of  the  land,  an  attempt  is  made  to  force  the  cidtivation  of 
products  unsuited  to  the  nature  of  the  soiL  In  the  small  vallevs 
exposed  to  the  east  and  south,  wheat  and  Indian  com  are  sown ;  in  the 
more  ungrateful  positions  rye  and  scandella  (a  kind  of  barley)  in  less 
quantity ;  but  the  abundance  of  the  jieli  rarely  repays  the  fiu*mer's 
care.  The  woods  are  destroyed,  the  soil,  composed  oi  a  little  earth  and 
leaves,  is  burnt,  rye  is  sown  for  one  year,  and  then  the  land  is  aban- 
doned on  account  of  its  sterility. 

The  agricultural  implements  in  use  in  the  plain  have  improved  a 
little;  in  the  remainder  of  the  province  a  radical  transformation ' is 
required.  Threshing  machines,  which  have  found  much  favour  else- 
where,^  appear  to  have  met,  in  this  province,  with  great  opposition  on 
the  part  of  the  metayers,  and  have  only  been  introduced  on  the  large 
farms  of  the  irrigated  plain. 

The  periodical  emigration  which  occurs  from  the  mountain  districts 
in  the  winter  to  the  Maremme  and  Su*dinia,  to  Lombardy'in  the 
spring,  and  from  the  plain  towards  Lombardy  in  May,  may  be  taken  as 
indicating  that  labour  is  more  abundant  than  the  present  condition  o^ 
agriculture  requires,  particularly  in  view  of  the  position  in  which  the 
metayer  system  leaves  the  day  labourers.  This  dass  of  Cameranti  or 
Pigionali  or  Bracdanti,  from  whom,  in  the  plain,*  the  whole  contingeiit 
of  emigrants  is  furnished,  are  employed  on  public  works,  such  as  roads 
or  dykes,  in  the  cultivation  of  lands  let  out  to  farmers,  principally  rice- 
fieldfs,  and  in  assisting  the  metayers  in  the  time  of  harvest,  ouring  Hbe 
silk,  husbandry,  at  the  vintage,  Ac.  Frdm  the  bierease  c^  population 
and  a  halt  in  the  progress  of  agriculture,  caused,  in  part,  by  successive 
disastrous  years,  the  day  labourers  are  in  a'  difficult  and  precarious 
position,  which  has  not  been  improved  by  improvident  habits  acquired 

*  Tk«  emigraato  (rosi  the  aotmtiUii  dis^ri^  sm  smaU  propifotan. 
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respectively.     These  ajnounts  vary  somewhat  ia  the  several 
disiricta. 

The  raising  of  stock  (pastorizia)  is  one  of  the  principal  sources  of 
wealth  in  this  province.  In  1868  a  census  of  the  cattle  was  ordered  by 
the  Government,  the  results  of  which  have  only  recently  been  pub- 
lished. In  the  following  table  I  note  the  number  of  cattle,  horses, 
aheep,  Ac,  contained  in  the  province  in  1847,  as  compared  with  the 
Government  returns : — 


Number  in 
1847. 

Number  ac- 
cording  to  the 

Beturna. 

Oxen  and  steers 

Cows 

Bulls 

Calves  tiresriings)    .. 

M     (ander  one  year  old). . 
HoTsea          *  •        •  •        •  • 

Mules 

Donkeys        

Kgs    .. 

Sheep  and  nuns 
Lambs 

Goats 

Kids 

24,822 
86,467 

2,176 
12,607 
14,908 

6,176 
696 

2,899 
60,759 
84,518 
16,609 

8,021 

1,443 

19,151 

85,998 

1,098 

}      11,061 

7,259 

548 

2,008 

29,907 

}      44,251 
}       2^256 

Toul      .. 

271,598 

158)526 

If,  as  is  believed  in  the  province,  both  on  account  of  the  greater 
extension  of  meadow  lands,  and  of  the  larger  enK)rtation  of  cattle, 
cheese,  and  butter,  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cattie 
since  1847,  the  returns  of  the  census  of  1868  cannot  be  accepted  as 
entirely  complete. 

In  the  hiU  district  a  small,  hardy,  and  active  race  of  jcattle  is  raised, 
in  height  and  colour  described  as  akin  to  the  Tyrolese  and  Swiss  breeds 
of  the  Hi^h  Alps.  Less  care  is  taken  of  the  animals  than  in  Switzer- 
land, as  they  are  not  exported.  The  cows  are  fair  milkers.  In  the 
,.pl^  the  br^.  known  as  the  Seggian  prevails,  of  large  size,  red  in- 
clining to.  yellow  (rosso  fonnentino)  in  colour,  with  pink  muzzle  and 
eyelid^  and  short  converging  horns,  inclining  downwards,  of  a  yellowish 
colour  like  the  hoofs.  Cattle  of  the  grey  long  Lome^  Bolognese  ^me 
axe  also  met  with  in  the  hill  district,  on  the  upper  plain,  and  at  tne 
mouths  of  the  valleys. 

The  clayey  nature  of  the  soil  has  rendered  the  use  of  cattle  ii  neces- 
sity in  its  cultivation.  Both  oxen  and  cows  are  employed  for  draught, 
ancl  the  cattle  raised  for  &ttening,  or  *'  bestiame  gaudente,"  as  they  are 
here  termed,  are  few  in  number.  The  land  requiring  to  be  cultivated 
only  at  certain  seasons,  profit  can  be  made  from  the  milk  of  the  cows, 
and  a  motive  power,  otherwise  disproportioned  to  the  size  of  the 
farms,  can  thus  be  maintained.  The  cows  are  good  milkers,  considering 
their  condition  as  draught  cattle,  and  the  pasturage  being  fine,  the 


*  Wltbont  food  or  lodging  $  ^t)i  botb,  men.  50 .9.,  women,  80  c.,  per  diem. 
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meat  is  also  of  good  qualily.  The  cows  are  principally  employed  for 
labour  on  the  lighter  soils,  the  oxen  on  the  heavier  lands.  Tne  animals 
are  generally  well  cared  for,  and  their  stables  are  well  built  and  fiurly 
kept  .• 

A  good  breed  of  pigs  is  obtained  by  crossing  the  Anglo-Chinese 
with  the  native  race. 

In  the  mountain  district  sheep  are  raised  both  for  their  wool,  which 
is  chiefly  employed  in  local  manmactures,  and  as  food ;  mutton  forming 
an  essential  part  of  the  dietary  of  the  peasants  of  the  hill  zone.  With 
mixed  sheep  and  cows'  milk,  good  cheeses  are  made  in  the  summer. 
The  breed  of  sheep  requires  improvement,  the  animals  are  small  and 
slender,  their  wool  is  coarse  and  scanty  and  wants  elasticity. 

In  the  Alpine  region  sufficient  oxen  and  sheep  are  reared  to  utilize 
the  simimer  pastures ;  in  winter  they  are  brought  down,  for  the  most 
part,  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountains  towards  the  Maremme  of  Pisa 
and  G-rosseto. 

The  internal  cattle  trade  of  the  province  is  fostered  by  eleven  annual 
fairs  and  six  weekly  niarkets,  that  of  Beggio  being  the  most  important. 
In  1870  30,000  head  of  cattle,  besides  a  large  number  of  nigs  were 
brought  to  this  market,  although  the  animals  firom  the  zone  bordering 
on  the  Euza  are  usually  carried  to  the  market  of  Parma.  Calves 
(vitelli)  are  exported  to  the  markets  of  Pbtoja,  Hacenza,  and  Cremona, 
and  **manzetti"  (yearlings)  to  Florence.  In  1871-72  there  was  a 
large  eiport  of  cattle  to  France. 

FroiQ  statistics  published  by  the  North  Italian  Bailwiqr  Company, 
I  note  the  number  of  cattle  (large  and  small)  sent  from  ma  received  at 
the  railway  stations  of  the  province  from  1867  to  1873  ^— » 


• 

Head  of  Cattle. 

Y«r. 

Large. 

SmalL 

TotaL 

Exported. 

Arrived. 

Exported. 

Anrived. 

Exported. 

Arrived. 

1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1878 

6,687 
2,664 
4,798 
4,809 
17,961 
14,081 
6,262 

840 

25 

261 

246 

616 

6,207 

4,410 

6,601 
28*961 
19,708 
28,861 
26,882 
24,189 
80,614 

867 
1,584 
2,699 
1,694 
1,202 
9,262 
9,269 

12,288 
26,515 
24,511 
82,688 
44,288 
88,270 
86,776 

1,197 

1,609 

^860 

1,940 

1,818    . 
16,460 
1?,679 

The  establishment  in  1861  of  a  central  depdt  £»  Govenunent 
stallions  in  the  city  of  Eegrio  appears  to  have  contributed  greatty  to 
the  imwovement  of  the  breed  of  horses.  The  following  table  shows  the 
work  done  in  1878 : — 


*  The  above  remarks  refer  more  partieularlj  to  the  cattle  of  the 'plain. 
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Breedi. 

Nttmber 

of 
Stallions. 

Number  of 
Mares 
covered. 

Foals. 

Colts. 

FOlies. 

TotaL 

AuMprientale)        .. 

Fnnah 

Meektebiu«li.. 

PrOHIMI 

ItaliMi,. 

4 

88 
5 
2 
5 
4 

128 
1,595 
199 
80 
288 
107 

14 
892 
61 
22 
66 
26 

24 
849 
58 
14 
67 
25 

88 
741 
119 

86 
128 

51 

Total  .. 

58 

2,842 

671 

587 

1,108 

Average  number  of  mares  covered  per  stallion,  about  40|. 
„         „         foals  living,  abont  i. 

An  mpottaJBit  iiiBtitufiion  has  recently  been  founded  at  Beggio  at 
the  joint  expense  of  the  State,  the  prpvince,  and  the  commune,  in  the 
*'  B^o  StabiUmento  Sperimentale  Zootecnico,"  under  the  direction  of 
Pro&88or  Zanelli.  The  prineipal  objects  of  this  establishment,  which  is 
abeady  in  working  order^  are  to  experiment  upon  the  various  meUiods 
of  reproducing  and  raiaing  stock,  with  reference  to  tb«  fattening  of  the 
animahj  the  production  of  milk  and  wool,  to  the  different  qualities 
of  fodder,  and  to  rules  of  pasturing.  To  acdimatiEe  perfect  foreign 
breeds,*  to  initiate  their  dimision  throughout  Italy,  and  to  cross  them 
with  the  local  races  for  the  improvement  of  the  latter ;  to  attempt  the 
amelioration  of  Italians  breeds  by  means  of  selee^on ;  to  inquire  parti- 
cularly into  the  maladies  of  animals  depending  on  pasture,  fodder,  the 
condition  of  the  stables  or  irrational  methods  of  breeding ;  and,  finally, 
to  diffuse  good  and  rational  precepts  of  management  by  means  of 
example  and  instruction. 

The  Institute  possesses  specimens  of  Beggian,  Swiss,  and  Dutch 
cattle;  rams  of  the  Southdown,  Cotswold,  and  Hampshire  breeds  of 
sheep,  and  one  of  the  fine  Asiatic  race,  "  ovis  laticaudata ; "  the  native 
Faduan  and  Bergamasc  ewes  being  largdy  represented  for  breeding. 
In  pigs  there  are  a  fine  Berkshire  sow,  and  a  Yorkshire  boar.  The 
first  breed  being  well  adapted  for  the  hill  country,  the  second  for  the 
rich  Lombard  pkins.  Among  the  smaller  animals  are  rabbits,  poultry, 
,and  pigeons. 

Fisheries. — The  province  of  Beggio  being  traversed,  or  bounded,  by 
our  rivers  into  which  flow  not  a  few  torrents,  many  canals  and  eleven 
akes  shoidd  be  plentifully  supplied  with  fish,  and  yet  this  industry  is 
only  exercised  by  the  country  people  when  their  other  occupations 
permic,  and  the  market  of  Beggio  is  furnished  with  fish  from  the 
lagoons  of  Comacchio,  from  Bavenna  and  from  BiminL 

In  the  plain,  and  especially  in  the  lagoons,  pike,  tench,  carp,  eels,  &c., 
are  found,  and  in  the  Fo,  occasionally,  sturgeons  and  lampreys.    The 


•  The  Italian  Government  has  recently  instituted  at  the  Ministry  of  Agricnltare, 
Industry,  and  Conunerce,  a  Stud  Book  (Libro  Genealogico),  in  which  only  horses 
and  mares  of  faU  Arab  or  English  blood,  whether  bom  in  Italy  or  imported  into  the 
oonntiy,  are  to  be  inscribed ;  and  also  a  Fonndation  B^^ister  (Registro  di  Fonda- 
sdone),  intended  for  the  registration  of  the  mares  produced  by  continnal  crossing 
with  stallions  of  full  blood  to  the  ninth  generation  inclusively.  After  the  tenth 
generation  the  ieals^  whether  colts  or  fillies^  will  be  inscribed  in  a  special  appendix, 
called  ['  Of  the  Fidl  ffiood,"  to  serve  as  a  Btnd  Book  of  the  Italian  breed. 
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Ikke  Gertetano  has  been  made  into  a  trout  ^resenre  for  about  hdf  a 
century,  and  lake  Ventasso  is  said  to  abound  in  fish.  A  large  number 
of  frogs  are  caught  in  the  lagoons  in  the  summer  and  autumn,  and  are 
brought  to  the  market  of  Seggio.  Crayfish  (astacud  fluviatalis)  are 
also  obtained  in  small  quantities. 

In  the  mountain  and  hill  districts  the  ordinary  fishing  utensils  are 
willow  traps,  round  nets,  handnets,  and  hooks.  In  the  plain  semi- 
circular nets,  two  metres  long  and  one  and  a  half  wide^  attached  to  poles 
fumiBhed  with  a  cross  bar  are  used.  In  the  lagoons,  nets  wled 
/'  struse,"  hand  and  balance  nets,  traps  and  hooks  are  employed.  The 
*'  struse"  are  sometimes  40  metres  long  with  meshes  10  to  15  milli- 
metres in  diameter,  according  to  the  kind  of  fish  for  which  they  are 
intended.  For  the  sturgeon,  the  "  struffii,"  a  net  made  of  strong  cord 
and  haying  larv;e  meshes  is  usdd.  The  fish  is  sold,  fresh,  at  from^  60  c. 
to  1  lira  per  kik).,  according  to  kind  and  quality^  with  the  exception  of 
the  sturgeon,  which  is  worth  from  2  to  3  lire  per  kilo.,  and  the  small 
tunnies,  lampreys,  and  trout,  which  are  sold  at  higher  rates  than  the 
other  fish. 

Mineral  produeiionsJ* — ^Amon^  its  mineral  productions  the  provuice 
contains  iron  (micaceous  hematite)  copper  pyrites,  and  manganese; 
g]psum,  limestone,  macigno  (compact  nard  sandstone),  and  various 
kinds  of  marbles ;  lignite,  sulphur,  petroleum,  brick  clays,  and  mineral 
waters. 

.  Of  the  metak  none,  I  believe,  are  worked  at  present.  Formerly 
the  manganese  of  Scandiano,  which  is  very  ferriferous,  was  used  as  a 
brown  varnish  for  the  common  pottery  made  in  the  district.  The 
lignite,  sulphur,  and  petroleum  would  appear,  according  to  present 
information,  to  be  of  small  industrial  interest. 

The  most  valuable  production  is  gypsum,  both  compact  and  lamellar, 
existing  in  large  beds  in  different  parts  of  the  province.  The  deposits 
situate  in  the  commune  of  Scandiano,  among  the  low  sub-Apennine 
hills,  some  12  kilos,  from  the  city  of  Beggio,  are  quarried  on  a  large 
scale.  The  gypsum  of  Scandiano  forms,  when  ciJcined,  an  excellent 
plaster  for  oifnamental  purposes ;  the  impure  lamellar  variety  makes  a 
first  class  hydraulic  cement,  as  it  contains  10  per  cent  of  carbonate  of 
lime.  The  zone,  some  400  metres  in  width  and  about  10  kilos,  long, 
extends  east  and  west  from  the  village  of  Yentoso  to  the  Monte  del 
Gesso. 

The  blue  marls,  when  free  from  fossil  sheUs,  &c.,  afford  an  excellent 
material  for  pottery  and  fine  earthenware,  while  the  ochreous  marls  and 
alluvial  class  of  the  puiin  make  durable  and  air-resistent  bricks  and 
tiles. 

The  province  contaius  sulphur,  irou,  and  saliue  mineral  waters ; 
among  the  principal  may  be  noticed  the  hot  sulphur  springs  of  Toano, 
on  the  banks  of  tbe  Dolo  torrent.  There  are  here  vestiges  of  a  Boman 
road  and  of  some  baths  mentioned  by  Pliny,  and  formerly  called 
•*  Balneum  Aquarum,"  under  which  name  these  springs  were  noticed 
in  the  middle  ages  by  Savonarola,  Mengo,  Beauchelli  of  Faenza,  and 
others.  In  1454,  Luigi  da  Dallo,  havine  erected  a  handsome  building 
for  the  convenience  of  bathers,  Duke  Borso  d'Este  authorized  him  to 
levy  a  tax  on  each  measure  of  water  taken  for  sale. 

In  the  commune  of  Cosalgrande  the  copious  sulphur  spring  of  St. 
Antonio  is  advantageously  made  use  of  in  baths  for  various  malaidies. 

The  saline  spnngs  of  Pojano,  in  the  Val  Secchia,  the  most  abundant 

*  "I  Teaori  Sotterranei  ddl*  Ualia.**  Per  Quglielmo  Jenrii.  Parte  Seoonda. 
Begione  deir  Appeuuao.  Loescber,  Torino,  Borne,  Florence,  1874. 
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in  Itoly,  if  not  in  Europe^  are  totallj  neglected  for  me<]Ucinal  purposei, 
and  oiUY  senre  to  torn  a  mill.  The  waters  of  the  Se<ichia  are  rendered 
quite  salt  by  tiieir  influx,  and  for  a  distance  of  5  or  6  kilos,  below  the 
mill  the  river  never  freezes  in  winter. 

The  Salsa  of  Querzola,  in  the  commune  of  Yiano,  is  known  for  its 
mad  volcanoes. 


'  IiTDtrsTBiBS  Ain>  Makutaotubbs. 

Ifannfiiicturing  industries,  with  few  exceptions,  have  acquired  no 
great  development  in  the  province.  The  total  number  of  persona 
obtaining  a  living  under  this  head,  including  the  lowest  workmen, 
accoi*ding  to  the  census  of  1861  was  27,285  (males,  18,161 ;  females, 
14,124),  or  rather  under  12  per  cent,  of  the  population. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  manufactures  and  industries 
of  Hie  province  of  Begdo  in  1870,  concerning  some  of  which  a  few 
additional  remarks  are  aided  :— 
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T.  j9itt.*^0t  the  enlk  aiilk  noticed  above,  two,  situate  at  Repfgio  andt 
SeandttDo  respeotirely,  are  provided  with  the  latest  mechanical  improTO- 
ments.  The  firs^  has  52,  the  second  44  basins  (bacineDe)  beateddby 
stteo.  The  three  other  small  mills  contain  84  basins  in  ail,  hl^d 
according  to  the  old  sjTstem.  I , 

Jbi  the  sixteenth  oentmnr  5^000  wearers  found  employmelit  mlChiii; 
piroyinee,  while  800  firms  of  drapers  exported  large  quantities  of  silk 
stnffli  to  IPrance,  Handera,  Germany,  and  more  distant  countries.    The ' 
comparison  of  former  prosperity  with  the  present  extinction,  JAT  this 
industry,  to  which  the  silkworm  disease  gave  the  final  blow^  Is  tyr  n6  ^ 
means  satisfiKH;ory. 

a.  MamfhetwreB  of  J?las,  Semp,  ^c— In  addition  to  the  fcctbrr 
noted  in  the  table — ^the  House  and  School  of  Charity  at  Beggio— about 
9,228  hand  looms  are  dispersed  over  the  province  m  peasants*  homes. 
It  is,  however^  dificult  to  ascertain  the  exact  number  of  persona 
employed,  and  still  more  the  quantity  of  work  done,  as  this  is  carried 
on  by  the  peasantijr  in  the  intervals  of  their  other  rural  and  domestic 
occupations.  The  industry,  however,  appears  still  to  prosper  in  the 
provmce :  the  "rigatini"  of  Scandiano  are  exported  to  Uenoa  for  safl* 
cloths. 

4.  Frinting  Mtees. — Printing  was  introduced  into  Beggio  in  1480, 
by  Lorenzo  and  Bartolommeo  ^uschi,  alias  Bettoni.  In  1495  Polle- 
grmi  Parquali,  a  Bolognese,  founded  a  printing  office  at  Scandiano, 
i^fhere  the  **  Orlando  Innamorato,"  and  the  "  Timone  **  of  Count  Malteo 
Maria  Bdardo  were  published. 

11.  (jfkeese  IMriet. — Cheesemaking  is,  doubtless,  the  principal  and 
most  ancient  industry  of  this  province.  The  cheeses  of  Bibbiano  are 
favourably  known  to  the  trade  under  the  name  of  "  Parmesan,**  and 
have  obtained  medals  at  both  foreign  and  national  exhibitions.  The 
butter  of  Bibbiano  is  also  excellent. 

The  dairies,  in  which  cheese,  butter,  and  ricotta*  are  made,  are 
commonly  called  "  caselli.*'  The  owners  of  larce  &rms  have  each  their 
own  /*  casello.**  Small  proprietors  either  seU  their  milk  to  cheese- 
niakers,  or  carry  it  twice  a  day  to  a  dairy,  the  "  casaro  "  of  which  works 
it  up,  for  their  account,  in  conformity  with  the  following  rules. 

Each  customer  is  provided  with  a  wooden  tally  co^rrespondiuff  to 
one  kept  by  the  "  casaro."  The  quantity  of  milk  brcmght  is  notched  on 
the  two  taUies  superposed.  The  unity  of  the  measure  at  present  used 
for  milk  is  20  litres,  which  continues,  as  of  old,  to  be  called  "  secchia  ** 
(pail),  the  volume  of  which  was  nearly  similar,  but  which  was  divided 
into  eight  "  scodelloni  **  (pans).  To  divide  the  produce  among  th# 
difibrent  customers  a  method  ia  employed,  which,  although  it  has  been 
in  use  in  the  province  for  a  long  time,  is  probably  adopted  from  the 
Swiss  "Pruiti^i*s.'* 

When,  on  a  given  day,  the  *'  casaro  "  works  up,  say,  20  secchie  of 
milk,  the  customer,  whose  tally  narks  about  that  quantity,  ^  fa  la  sua 
frua,*'  that  is  to  say,  the  day*s  produce  is  his.  Me  takes  away,  the 
butter  and  ^ricotta,"  while  the  cheese  remains  at  the  dairy  for 
the  successive  operations  of  salting  and  seasoning,  until  it  is  closed 
about  the  end  of  November,  at  which  time,  or  a  little  later,  the  chee^ 
is  sold  to  wholesale  dealers  to  be  k^t  and  retailed  at  an  after  date. 
The  profits  of  the  '*  casaro  "  consist  of  75  c.  (the  old  Milanese  lira)  and 
825  grammes  of  butter,  which  he  receives  from  the  customer  who  makes 

*  Biootta  k  a  third  prodaci  made  alter  tiie  butter  and  eheese.  It  is  a  fresh 
^ommoa  cheese,  priacipAUy  used  by  the  peasantry,  who  dry  It  in  the  ran  or  in  aa 
«TeiL    lis  qnall^  depends  open  the  qoantitj  of  batler  and  cheese  abeaily  made. 
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the  ''frua,*'  as  well  as  about  60  c.  for  every  cheese  when  takea  away. 
The  **  casaro  "  is  also  entitled  ta  part  of  the  residue  of  the  milk  (scotta) 
after  the  *^  ricotta  "  is  made,  which  enables  him  to  keep  a  certain  numbei 
of  pigs.  The  owner  of  the  milk  furnishes  the  fuel  required^  pajs  for  , 
the  saffi*on  and  ^t  used,  as  well  as  for  the  ioe  which  is  wanted  in 
summer  to  make  the  butter.  With  good  milk  and  an  honest  ^'.casaro/' 
120  litoes  of  milk  yield  8  kilos,  of  seasoned  cheese,  the  yield  of  butter  . 
may  be  calculated  at  from  20  to  25  per  cent.  The  price  of  cheese  on 
the  market  of  Beggio  in  1874  was:  first  quality,  2  lire  60  c. ;  second 
quality,  2  lire  10  c.  per  kilo. 

12.  JPork  Butehersj  i[c. — ^The  *^  zamponi"  and  other  preparations  of 
pork  made  in  Beggio  are  &yourably  Jmown  and  exported  to  other 
provinces  of  the  kingdom.  In  1871  the  trade  in  sausages  was  said  to 
be  on  the  decline,  although  the  breeding  of  pigs  is  snccessfiiL 

15.  Chip  (Trucciolo)  Hat  Jfanu/oc^fv.— The '^  truccioli  "  are  strips 
of  willow  which,  when  dried  and  plaited,  are  made  chiefly  into  hats  or  . 
bonnets ;  rushes  and  fresh  water  alg»  are  also  used  in  this  industiy. 

22.  Lime  and  Oypmm  Exhis. — Under  this  head  may  be  noticed  an 
hydraulic  cement  and  tile  fiictory,  carried  on  b^  a  company  in  a  lai|;e 
new  building  near  the  railway  station  at  Beggio,  and  established  in 
1870.  Towards  the  end  of  1875  the  production  of  tiles  was  suspended 
owinjz  to  a  decrease  in  the  sale. 

The  lime  and  gypsum  quarries  belonging  to  the  company  are  at 
Scandiano.  Here  are  employed  about  160  workmen,  exclusive  of  the 
women  who  make  the  sacks  and  of  some  50  carters.  The  sacking  is 
purchased  at  "Milan  and  at  the  Penitentiary  of  Saliceto ;  it  requires  to 
be  of  a  particular  size,  one  metre  wide.  About  30,000  metres  are  used 
per  annum.  The  hydraulic  lime  of  Scandiano  is  considered  to  be  of 
excellent  quality. 

24.  Preparationa  of  Boots  Jbr  Brushes, — ^The  root  used  is  the 
'<  chrysopogon  gryllus."  Formerly  the  raw  material,  sorted  in  lengths, 
made  up  into  bales  of  1  quintal  each,  worth  200  lire,  was  all  exported 
to  Paris ;  but  within  the  last  three  years  Mr.  Ghizzani  has  established  a 
brush  fiictory  at  Beggio,  importing  Chinese  fibre  in  addition  to  using 
the  local  root. 

The  roots  are  obtained  from  the  lower  part  of  this  province,  of  that 
of  Modena,  and  also  from  the  Perraresc.  The  finer  qualities  are  met 
with  in  the  water  meadows.  To  prepare  the  roots  they  have,  firs^  to 
be  well  cleaned ;  this  is  done,  for  the  rougher  sorts,  on  an  iron  gratmg, 
for  the  finer  with  a  wooden  round-toothed  instrument.  When  all  the 
dust  and  outside  are  taken  off  the  roots  are  steeped  in  sulphur,  to  give 
them  a  yellow  colour,  damped,  and  set  up  to  drjr.  Men  receive  for  this 
work  1  sou  per  kilo.,  and  can  earn  2  lire  per  diem.  In  Air.  Ghizzani's 
factory  brushes  of  all  qualities  are  made — scrubbing,  washerwoman's, 
clothes  brushes,  &c.  In  1873  a  large  number  of  washerwoman's 
brushes  were  sent  to  Piedmont  and  Liguria,  at  1  lira  per  dozen.  There 
is  an  export  to  Buenos  Ayres.  Mr.  Gazzani  has  a  Oovemment  con- 
tract for  supplying  brushes  to  the  Boyal  Carabinieri,  and  has  also 
undertaken  to  furnish  curry  combs  to  tne  same  force,  obtaining  the 
iron  from  Buscia.  About  60  workpeople  are  employed,  the  men  at 
1  lire  50  c.,  the  women  at  50  c.  per  diem.  Labour  is  plentiful  at 
Beggio. 

25.  Tanneries, — The  preparation  of  leather  forms  an  important 
industry  in  the  province ;  the  native  hides  and  skins  not  su£Bcing,  the 
demand  is  supplied  from  Oermany. 

FartoM*.— To  the  above  industries  may  be  added,  208  flour  mills,^ 
fk)  oil  presses,  rice  husking  and  cleaning  mills,  the  ihapufnbture  of. 
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charcoal,  and  that  of  domesisio  utensils  in  beecbwood,  aueli  -as  aievea, 
ts]^indle8,  bungi,  wooden  bowls,  reels,  taps,  Ac. 

Tho  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  exercising  arts 
and  indostries  in  the  province  in  1868  :— 

NuicBiB  of  Persons*  exercising  Arts  and  Industries  in  1868. 

Annonros 7 

BskieniiiidpMtemslMni 87 

Bsrben       00 

Basket  makers 9    ' 

Blacksmiths          216     - 

Bleachera  (lavandig)          28 

Bookbindeis           8 

Boetmskers Ii2 

Biiek  sad  lime  burners 64 

ButcheiB     ••       ' 88 

Oaipenten 877 

Carriers 48 

CfaendBts S8 

Ckiaoh  buUders  ^smssiH           15 

Coffee  house  keepers  ~ 158 

Confectioners  and  pastry  co<4ui    . .        ^        . .  8 

Copper  smiths        68 

Diuykeepers         228 

Dealers  in  second-hand  goods      ..       >..        ••  21 

Pyers          86 

Vairiera 12 

Froiteiers 141 

Gilders  and  vamishers 12 

Greengrocers         138 

Grocers        41 

Hatters        ^ 

Hempdeaaera       18 

Innkeepers 69 

Ironmongers           ••        ••  42 

Jewellers 17 

Knife  grinders       6 

Marble  cutters        8 

Masons        168 

MiUen        261 

Milliners 7 

Nailsmiths 8 

Sawyers       16 

Stationers 13 

Stable  keepers  (stallieri) 41 

Tailors         148 

Tinsmiths 7 

Tobacconists  and  dealers  in  liqnenrs  249 

Umbrella  makers 6 

Upholsterers          8 

Watchmakers         10 

Wheelwrights  (caiatheri) 8 

Total  number         4,046 


*  Posseaid]^  more  or  less  capital  and  employing  journeymen,  clerks,  ftc.    The 
list  does  not  include  female  arts  or  industries  for  which  workshops  are  not  required, 
t  A  large  number  of  small  country  carriages  and  gigs  are  in  use. 
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The  dftily  wages  paid  to  artizans  in  1868  were  as  follows  (in  Itidian 
lire)  :-- 


SitfM.. 


Hill... 
Upper  Plain 
HMdle    „ 
Ixywvr    ,, 


lire. 
1-70 

2-iio 

100 
1-40 


Lii«. 
1-fiO 
1-60 
110 
1-60 
IM 


Lire. 
2-00 
2*00 
200 
100 
l-«0 


Lire. 
200 
1-80 
1-46 
180 
1-80 


Lire. 
200 
300 
2W 
2-00 
1*80 


Ure. 


1*86 
1-60 
200 


UK. 


800 
2-00 


Lire.  Lire. 


200 
IM 
1-80 
1-20 
1*60 


I'M 
2*00 
1*95 
200 
110 


Lire. 


2tK) 
1*20 


lire. 


1-20 
1-00 


Ure. 
1^60 
1*60 
1*80 
1*60 
1*40 


Ure. 


200 
200 


Lire. 

l-S) 
I'Vo 


Lire. 

i-io 


1-82  J-42  1-72  1*67  216   1*78  2-80  1*50  l'7l   160  1*40  1*64  1*20 


1*43    1*20 


Since  1870  there  appears  to  have  been  no  incvoase  in  wages. 

Tbads  Amy  Ck>iCM]fiEOS. 

It  would  be  difScult  to  state  with  piociaion  the  amount  of  capital 
in  circulation  in  the  proyince,  as  from  the  absence  of  custom-houses^ 
bonded  warehouses,  and  similar  institutions,  there  are  no  means  of 
control. 

In  the  census  of  1861,  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in  com- 
mercial pursuits  was  put  down  at  6,152  (5,656  males  and  546  females), 
or  2  per  cent,  of  the  population.  The  principal  merehants  or  trades 
inscnbed  on  the  r^;ister  of  the  chamber  of  commerce  in  1868  were 
876,  among  whom  56  were  engaged  in  the  cattle,  and  101  in  the  grain 
trade,  32  were  hemp  merchants,  57  dealers  in  cement  and  gjrpsum, 
45  cheese  merchants,  70  leather  merchants,  119  dealers  in  manufactured 
goods,  25  timber  merchants,  &c. 

The  number  of  inns,  eating,  coffee,  and  public  houses,  wine  shops 
and  billiard  rooms,  at  the  same  date,  was  1,504,  and,  having  increased 
considerablj  since  1859,  maj  perhaps  be  taken  as  a  sign  of  augmented 
business  and  activity.  This  impression  is  confrmed  by  the  existence  in 
the  province  in  1868  of  two*  industrial  and  thirteen  branch  insurance 
(fire,  life,  hail,  &c.)  companies,  of  which  the  two  former  and  ten  of  the 
latter  have  been  established  since  1859. 

The  export  trade  of  the  province  consists  chiefly  in  grain,  wine, 
cocoons,  butter,  cheese,  manufactures  of  hemp,  wool,  pork,  sausages, 
lime  and  cement,  timber,  masks,  roots  for  brushes,  and,  of  late,  brushes 
themselveet.  The  internal  trade  is  not  very  flourishing  from  the  absence 
of  manufacturing^  centres.  The  great  fair  of  B^gio  was,  at  one  time, 
of  considerable  importance,  but  now,  with  the  facilities  offered  by 
modem  means  of  communication,  this  primitive  method  of  advancing 
trade  is  not  required. 

Banks, — ^A  branch  of  the  national  bank  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy 
was  estoblished  at  Eeggio  iu  1868.  A  comparison  of  the  business  done 
in  the  years  1868  and  1874  gives  the  following  results  :— 


•  In  ItU  one  of  these  oompaaiet,  estubtklMd  for  soap  tuaUaf ,  has  eeassd  Wofk. 
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1868. 

1874. 

OperfttioivB. 

ITomber. 

Amount  in 
Lire. 

Kaaber. 

Amount  in 
Lire. 

AooomitB  carrent . .                  .  • 

Bills  diBooonted 

Advanees  on  deposiU 

mUs  isBoed  payable  to  order     . . 

Giofli  receipta 

Bxpenaea  of  management 
Netprofita          

•  • 
978 

8,885 

2,092,810 

2,084,500 

245^418 

7,522,285« 

78,488 

17,284 

56,154 

2,516 

1,007 

4,268 

• . 

•  • 

5,724,959 

5,786,040    i 

8,813,206 

5,5H075 

118,915 

86,901 

77,014 

The  dtles  with  which  Segdo  had  the  principal  business  relations 
in  1874  appear  to  have  been  Bologna,  Milim,  Genoa,  Florence,  Turin, 
Leghorn,  Parma,  Modena,  and  Ancona. 

The  Banca  Mutua  Populare  della  cittik  e  Proyinda  di  Reggie 
Emilia  was  founded  on  the  25th  August,  1871,  with  a  nominal  capital 
of  500,000  lire,  of  which  334,219  lire  25  c.  paid  up  on  the  Slat  of  Aufi;uBt, 
1875.  The  debit  and  credit  accounts  of  the  bank  at  the  end  oi  this 
month  balanced  in  a  sum  of  1,026,915  lire  42  c  The  principal  portion 
of  the  assets  consisted  of  bills  falling  due  within  the  quarter  to  the 
amount  of  1,284,422  lire  05  c.  The  passive  accounts  current  canxins 
interest,  amounted  to  1,136,966  lire  76  c.  The  average  rate  of  interert 
during  the  month,  charged  on  discounts,  was  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent, 
per  annum ;  on  advances,  6  per  cent. ;  given  on  accounts  current,  4*50 
percent. 

The  savings  bank  of  B^;gio,  founded  in  1852,  has  thirteen  brandiet 
established,  through  the  mitiative  of  the  provincial  aul^orities,  at 
the  municipalities  of  the  various  communes  in  1870.  The  savings 
biuiks  of  !Borello,  Correggio,  Novellara,  and  Scandiano  were  founded 
between  the  years  1865^  by  their  respective  communal  authorities, 
by  whom  they  are  guaranteed  and  managed.  The  total  amount  of 
deposits  in  these  banks  amounted  as  follows  in— 


BttikofB«8gio 
andBmehoL 

Othflr  Ton 
Bnks. 

Total. 

1870 

1871 

1873 

Lire. 
8,825,487 
5,088,798 
5,890,521 

Lire. 
808,072 
501,861 
074,720 

Lire. 
4,328,500 
5,500,154 

Worhna  MmCi  SoeieHet. — ^In  1870  the  province  contained  ten 
mutual  aid  societies.,  founded  between  1860  and  1869,  solely  for 
benevolent  ends.  The  total  number  of  effective  members  at  the  above 
date  was  2,967  (males  2^66,  females  801).  The  joint  incomes  of  the 
societies  in  1868  amounted  to  22,658  lire;  their  expenditure  to 
15,710  lire  25  c. 

ArehoBoUm. — ^The  following  notes  are  taken  from  an  article  on  the 
antiquities  of  Beggio,  by  Professor  Gkietano  Ghierice,  inserted  in  the 
general  report  on  the  province,  published  in  1870,  by  the  Prefect 

*  In  this  amount  are  inekded  sixteen  bills  payable  to  order  for  8,700,000  lire  in 
flivoor  of  the  Treasury. 
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Commendatore  Soelsiy  and  of  which  I  hare  availed  tnjseif  as  the  text 
book  for  the  present  report. 

Soman  Period. — ^The  remains  of  this  period  consist  in :  1.  Vestiges 
of  Bhegium  Lepidi  and  of  Brixillum,  met  with  under  the  modem 
Beggio  and  BresceUo,  at  a  depili  of  time  metlres.  2.  The  ruins  of  a 
vil&ge  (vicus),  prohablj  the  Nuceria  of  Ptolemy,  about  one  metre 
below  the  surface  of  a  cultivated  field,  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  hills 
where  the  Bio  dx  Lucera  flows  in  the  Enza,  between  the  S.  Fob  and 
Oiano.  8.  The  name  only  of  Tanteum,  preserved  in  the  modem  ^  Villa 
di;  Taneto."  4.  A  ruined  bridge  over  the  Enza,  nine  miles  up  the 
mbimtains.  .  5.  Various  remains  of  buildings  and  sepulchres,  brought 
tolu?ht  by  the  ploughs,  chiefly  on  l^e  Une  of  the  Enza. 

Of  the  QdiUe  Age  no  positive  monument  remains. 
'     The  Iron  Age  is  seen  in  three  terramare  in  the  plain,  one  and  traces . 
of  two  others  in  the  hill  district,  and  tombs  at  Bismantova. 

The  Age  of  Bronze  is  represented  by  twenty-six  terramare  and 
traces  of  two  more,  the  greater  number  in  the  plain.  In  four  of  these 
the  remains  of  piles  are  visible,  and  their  subaqueous  formation  is  clear. 
There  are  no  certain  sepulchres. 

NeoUthic  Age. — Neither  stations  nor  sepulchres  have  been  dis* 
covered,  only  scattered  objects,  sometimes  isolated,  sometimes  in  groups, 
and,  occasionally,  mixed  with  articles  of  more  recent  periods. 

ArehcBoUthic  Age. — Of  this  period  there  are  four  sites  of  habita- 
tions^ various  traces  and  sepulcnres  at  S.  Polo.  The  remains  of  this 
ace,  as  well  as  those  of  the  first  Iron  Age,  are  all  situate  on  the  banks 
^  the  Enza  and  the  Secchia. 

The  terramare,  mentioned  above,  are  the  most  singular  and  the  best 
known  vestiges  of  former  times  in  the  province.  They  mark  the  in- 
habitant sites  of  two  pre-Boman  ages  of  bronze  and  of  the  first  use  of 
iron,  and  were,  according  to  archseiologists,  formed  entirely  through 
man*s  habitation.  The  terramare  are  composed  of  a  mixture  of  day, 
cinders,  charcoal,  woody  residues,  bones  of  animals  (some  of  the 
species  beiuff  no  longer  native  to  the  soil),  remains  of  huts,  broken 
pottery  and  domestic  articles  made  of  stone,  bone,  and  metal — ^but  very 
rarely  of  ^Id  or  silver— and  a  few  only  of  chalk  and  amber.  The 
principal  distinctive  mark  between  the  two  ages  of  bronze  and  iron  is 
the  absence,  or  predominance,  of  this  latter  metal,  vrith  which,  later  on, 
silver,  ghM»>  alpnabetical  writii^,  sculpture,  and  tumed,  vwmished,  and 
baked  pottery  were  associated,  none  of  which  are  met  with  in  the 
age  of  oronze. 

The  terramare  are  excavated  for  manure,  a  cartioad  of  this  earth 
costing  about  4  lire ;  some  deposits  are  already  exhausted,  and  but  few 
fresh  ones  are  discovered.  The  most  extensive,  like  thoae  of  Cam- 
peggini,  may  oover  about  ten  hectares,  others  hardly  exceed  one  hectare, 
andone  deposit  was  found  of  only  a  few  square  metres.  The  thickness 
often  varies  in  the  same  terramare,  lessening  towards  the  outer  edge, 
generally  between  half  a  metre  and  two  metres.  In  the  hiU  district, 
the  terramare  are,  for  the  most  part,  denuded,  or  else  re-covered  by 
washings  from  the  slopes.  In  the  plain  they  are  found  at  the  depth  of 
one  metre. 

I^fessor  Pellegrino  Spallanzi  has  given  the  following  chemical 
analysis  of  a  terramare  of  the  first  age  of  iron  exipting  i^t  S.  Polo;—* 
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WMer        6-62 

Oiginio  matter 8*16 

(hpide  of  iron        9  *61 

Carbonate  of  lime 0*25 

Carbonate  of  magnesia «  8*88 

Almmina  and  aesqmiozide  of  maagineee          • .  0  '48 

Clay          66*61 

Total         100-00 

The  stations  of  the  arcbeolithic  age  are  indioateil  either  hj  similar 
depottts  oontaining  only  bones,  moulds  (cavi),  and  split  flints,  or  by 
flints  alone,  scattered  plentifully  in  the  natural  soil,  which  contains 
hardly  any  other  trace  of  man.  The  objects  which  refer  to  the 
neolithic  age  are,  as  elsewhere,  implements  and  arms  of  stone,  of  good 
workmanship,  such  as  hammer*heads,  hatchets,  and  lance  and  arrow- 
heads. 

Weights  and  Measures  used  in  the  Present  Beports. 

Iheetaie       «        2 -4711  Xnglish  aeres 

ImilUmeire 0*80871  „  inches     ' 

1  metre         8*2800  ^  feet 

1  kilometre    ..        ••        ..         1,098*688  „  yards 

1  litre  (liquid)          ..        ••  1*7608  „  imperial  pint 

1  hectolitre  (li<lQid) . .  22  *01  „           „       gallons 

1  hectolitre  (diy)      ..        ..  2*7612  ^           „       bodiela 

1  gramme 5  '64  „  dnms  avdrdnpoii 

1  kilogram 2*2046  „  Urn.            „ 

Imyriogram 22*0462  „       ,»              „ 

Iqnlntal       220*4621  „        ,,               „ 

SaUi  qf  JSkoAoft^tf.— Specie  (before  1866):  25  lire=:£l  sterling; 
paper  currency,  for  the  years  1873-74,  the  exchange  may  be  taken  at 
about  28  lire  per  £  sterlmg,  for  1875,  at  about  27  lire  per  £  sterling 
100  c.=l  lire. 

Florence,  January,  1876. 
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GEJNOA. 
Beport  hy  Oamul  Brown  on  the  Trade  of  Genoa  for  the  Yeax  1875. 

1  AH  happy  to  be  able  to  make  a  more  favourable  report  of  tiie 
trade  of  this  place  for  the  year  1875  than  I  did  for  the  preyioua  year. 

It  ia  true  that  the  merchants  to  whom  I  have  asked  tiie  ffeuOTal 
question^  how  has  trade  been  ?  invariablv  reply,  "  yery  dull ; "  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  most  of  the  statistics  I  have  been  abb  to  collect,  point 
to  a  recovery  in  trade,  the  returns  of  shipping  show  a  larcelv  increased 
tonnage,  there  have  been  no  serious  failures  during  the  wnoJe  year,  the 
premium  on  gold  and  the  exchange  on  London  have  declined,  while  the 
price  of  ^'  rente  "  has  risen,  and  even  those  who  complain  of  "  dullness*' 
admit  that  the  dose  of  the  year  is  by  far  brighter  than  the  beginniog. 

G^noa,  no  doubt*  still  suffers  considerably  from  the  effects  of  the 
overHipecidataon  which  set  in  in  1871  and  1872,  and  from  the  sudden 
and  utter  collapse  of  the  new  banks  noticed  in  m^  report  last  year,  but 
I  thinli:  that  tne  crisis  being  now  over,  though  mdividual  losses  may 
have  been  veiy  great,  the  ag^gate  wealth  of  the  commercial  classes  in 
Genoa  is  so  great,  and  their  industry  and  intelligence  so  remarkable, 
t^t  the  tide  having  once  turned  we  shall  soon  see  trade  increasing 
again  steadily  as  it  had  done  for  ;^ears  before  the  bamk  maaiia  led  people 
astray.  In  some  articles  the  revival  of  trade  is  idready  manifest— m  in 
ooal,  tiie  import  of  which  is  unprecedently  large,  and  not  depending 
upon  any  speculative  purchases,  but  upon  incroised  demands  m>m  the 
interior,  which  means  increased  indust^;  on  the  other  hand*  a  decrease 
in  certain  articles  of  ^  colonial "  produce  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  the  longed  talked  of  abolition  of  "  Porto  Franco  "  was  effected  this 
year,  and  as  the  new  regulations  of  the  custom-house  witii  t^gxA  to 
duties  were  very  un&vourable  to  importers,  this  trade  was  temporarily 
in  considerable  embarrassment;  but  these  particular  difficulties  are  now 
removed,  and  as  regards  duties  the  trade  is  nearly  as  free  as  before, 
lliere  is  a  good  deal  of  outcry  against  the  abolition  of  Porto  Fnmco, 
some  goinff  so  far  as  to  say  the  trade  of  Genoa  will  be  ruined  by  it;  but 
there  would  always  be  opposition  here  to  any  considerable  innovation, 
and,  as  £eu!  as  I  can  loam,  there  is  nothing  in  it  to  militate  against  the 
true  interests  of  the  place;  and,  in  some  respects,  the  measure  is  cer- 
tainly a  good  one. 

At  any  rate,  the  law  havinf^  once  been  voted  and  passed,  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  enforce  it,  whatever  opposition  it  might  meet 
with  on  the  part  of  a  section  of  the  parties  intc^stod. 

I  subjoin  such  details  as  I  have  been  able  to  collect  on  the  trade  of 
the  year,  premising  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  any  but  the  most  meagre 
details  mm  official  sources,  and  that,  though  I  do  my  utmost  to  get 
together  fiicts,  with  the  help  of  some  of  my  mends  in  business  here,  no 
groundwork  for  a  full  commercial  report  ia  obtainable  in  Italy  at  so 
early  a  date. 

ImFOBTB  AITB  EZPOBTS. 

The  following  are  the  official  values  of  the  *'  Commercio  Speciale,*' 
olr  home  trade  (exclusive,  therefore,  of  transit),  at  this  port  of  Gtenoa 
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alone,  divided  into  twenty  categories,  according  to  the  Italian  customs 
tariff:— 


3 

ArUcles. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1875. 

1874. 

1875. 

1874. 

8 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
18 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

Wine,  oU,  Ac       .» 
Colonials,  chemicals,  &c.  . . 

Fruits,  seeds,  &c 

Batter  and  dieese . . 

Fish           

Cattle        

Hideaand skins    .. 
Hemp  and  linen   . . 
Cotton,  and  manufactures  of 
Wool,  and  manufiEictures  of 

Silk 

Cereals       

Wood,  and  manuficturea  of 
Paper  and  books    .. 
Hardware,  &c 

Metals        

Gold,  silyer,  &c 

Stone,  marble,  &c 

Crockery,  &c 

Tobacco 

Total 

£ 

621,061 

2,136,200 

148,462 

188,031 

191,246 

668 

430,688 

260,966 

1,816,242 

987,121 

1,171,043 

1,468,264 

108,712 

23,202 

608.319 

932,214 

19,371 

990,889 

84.107 

698,744 

£ 

741,700 

1,989,890 

197,300 

167,696 

201,080 

888 

434,967 

217»632 

2,116,484 

862,267 

1,623,786 

1,817,066 

^     70,888 

16,676 

479,996 

1,007,744 

17,986 

611,218 

66,720 

1,124,277 

£ 
284,741 
186,877 

89,544 

160,824 

8,256 

782 

67,862 
106,692 

48,287 

16,868 
277,676 
826,876 

87,288 
121,699 
268,887 

18,694 
670 

98,614 

14,684 
176 

£ 

121,612 

92,605 

48,364 

261,167 

4,440 

1,276 

61,268 

97,276 

96,760 

89,800 

218,390 

614,092 

84,028 

112,045 

281,046 

7,635 

24,866 

68,310 

18,686 

12,679,878 

13,644,408 

2,458,334 

2,082,975 

Fetroleum, — ^The  total  importations  of  refined  petroleum  in  1875 
were  53,864  barrels  and  160,168  cases,  or  at  5  cases  per  barrel,  an 
aggregate  of  83,900  barrels,  against  120,421  barrels  in  1874,  and 
160,475  barrels  in  1878. 

Thronghout  the  year  the  market  has  been  supplied  with  barely  the 
requirements  of  consumption.  Cargoes  arriving  have  been  forwarded 
at  once  into  the  interior,  it  being  an  exception  to  the  rule  when  a  few 
hundred  barrels  have  been  stored,  and  the  trade  has  been  seriously 
inconvenienced  when  contrary  winds  have  kept  back  fresh  supplies. 

The  extremely  heavy  duty  on  this  article  prevents  speculative  pur- 
chases, and  leads  dealers  to  supply  themselves  only  to  the  extent  they 
can  sell  before  arrival. 

The  trade  has,  therefore,  been  steady  and  hasj  followed  closely  the 
American  market,  importers  securing  a  small  remuneration  on  the  first 
cost.  The  diminished  import  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  falling  off  in 
re-export  to  the  smaller  markets,  which  are  now  supplied  with  cargoes 
direct 

Msh. — The  total  imports  of  English  cured  codfish  to  3l8t  December 
were  23  Cargoes,  bringing  in  all  87,282  quintals  against  101,549  quintals 
at  the  same  period  in  1874.  The  trade  has  been  a  prosperous  one  for 
the  Genoa  dealers,  for  on  the  first  report  of  a  short  catch  on  the 
Labrador  coast  they  boldly  bought  up  about  20  cargoes  at  prices 
ran^ng  about  a  shilling  per  quintal  higher  than  those  ruling  last  year, 
and  proved  afterwards  practically  to  have  the  command  of  the  market, 
four  cargoes  being  subsequently  re-sold  to  Leghorn  and  Naples,  and  the 
high  rates  ruling  for  fresh  supplies  enabling  them  to  realize  large 
profits. 

[898]  2  E^  . 
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Of  pilcliards  the  imports  reach  3^00  hogsheads,  against  3,084  at  the 
same  time  last  year. 

Of  herrings,  only  10,794  barrels  were  received  to  31st  December, 
against  13,392  barrels  in  1874.  The  short  catch  and  consequent  high 
prices  hare  restricted  consumption;  for,  unless  at  low  prices,  this 
article  does  not  meet  with  ready  sale  here. 

Cotton, — The  total  importations  of  raw  cotton  amounted  to  aboat 
77,000  bales  in  1875,  as  against  71,000  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these 
77,000  bales  about  8,000  bales  were  from  England,  7,000  from  Mar- 
seilles, and  the  rest  from  the  producing  countties,  of  which  about 
28,000  bales  from  the  United  States,  and  about  20,000  bales  from  India 
direct. 

The  imports,  both  of  yarns  and  of  cotton  manufactures,  ha^e 
increased  in  1875,  as  compared  with  the  two  previous  years,  in  spite  of 
an  increased  production  of  home  manufacture. 

The  productive  power  of  the  mills  and  manufactories  in  this  and  of 
those  further  in  the  interior,  but  supplied  from  this  port,  is  being  con- 
siderably augtiiented,  the  buildings  being  enlarged  at  old  mills,  and  at 
least  one  considerable  new  establishment  having  been  started,  so  that 
we  ma^  look  for  increased  import  of  raw  cotton  next  year;  but,  as  fiir 
as  I  can  learn,  it  would  appear  that  the  wants  of  the  country  cannot  as 
yet  nearly  be  satisfied  by  nome  produce  alone,  and  that  for  some  years, 
at  any  rate  the  imports  from  England  are  likely  to  increase  rather  than 
diminish  if  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  country  continues  at  its 
present  rate  of  development. 

Sugar. — The  imports  of  refined  Dutch  sugars  have  again  during  this 
year  decreased,  while  Marseilles  refineries  have  increased  their  ship- 
ments to  this  post. 

The  "  Ligure  Lombarda "  refinery  has  been  in  active  work,  pro- 
ducing on  an  average  about  45  tons  a  day,  or  about  16,000  tons  in  the 
year,  for  a  value  which  may  be  calculated  at  about  670,000/. 

The  ''Kaffineria  Nazionale"  still  remains  unfinished  and  conse- 
quently inactive. 

Upper  Italy  continues  to  find  it  advantageous  to  seeure  part  of  its 
wants  by  importing  by  railway  from  France,  Austria,  and  Germany 
chieflv  loaf  sugar  and  powder. 

The  imports  of  non-refined  sugars  have  been  large  for  Genoa.  The 
above-mentioned  refinery  bought  during  the  year  about  8,000  tons 
beetroot  sugar,  chiefly  German  and  Austrian,  besides  about  2,000  tons 
of  Havanna,  the  greater  part  direct,  about  2,000  tons  Peru  from  Eng- 
land, 2,000  tons  Egyptian,  2,000  tons  Java,  part  from  England,  and 
some  Brazil  and  Mauritius  sugar. 

About  3,000  tons  of  Manilla  which  had  been  stored  here  some  vears 
ago,  having  been  imported  by  one  of  the  new  banks  and  not  tound 
suited  to  the  market,  were  re-exported  to  London. 

The  total  imports  of  sugars  of  all  sorts  by  way  of  sea  during  the 
year  was  about  23,200  tons,  against  23,400  in  1874,  and  26,000  in 
1873. 

Ck)ffee. — Prices  of  coffee  of  almost  all  descriptions  followed  the 
fluctuations  of  the  leading  markets  more  than  in  any  previous  year,  as 
Grenoa  depended  on  them  in  a  most  unusual  manner. 

Owing  to  the  disastrous  speculation  set  on  foot  in  consequence  of 
the  formation  of  the  new  banks  so  often  alluded  to,  merchants  were 
little  disposed  to  order  cargoes  from  the  countries  of  productioo.  The 
trade. was  also  greatly  checked  by  the  long-menaced  abolition  of  Porto- 
franco.  Under  the  new  regulations,  the  custom-house  exacted  the  pay- 
ment or  deposit  of  the  whole  duty  (21.  15s.  per  cwt,  on  the  gross 
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ireigbt)  in  casli  or  Ttalian  rente,  and  under  flueh  a  combination  of  diffi- 
culties, it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  trade  which  had  abeadj 
last  year  lost  much  of  its  former  importance,  fell  almost  to  nothing. 

The  custom-house  has  just  recently  relieved, the  trade  from  the 
deposit  of  the  duty,  accepting,  instead,  the  guarantee  of  twt)  signatures, 
but  there  has  not  yet  been  time  enough  for  the  benefit  of  this  change 
to  be  demonstrated  by  increased  imports. 

The  imports  of  coffee  have  been,  on  the  whole,  of  about  the  same 
amount  aa  last  year,  say  6,800  tons,  the  imports  in  1873  having  been  of 
about  8,300  tons,  the  notable  feature  being  that  in  1875  the  imports  were 
entirely  indirect  instead  of,  as  formerly,  chiefly  from  the  producing 
countries. 

Com  and  Grain, — The  crops  of  wheat  as  well  as  of  maize  in  Uppei: 
Italy  were  abundant  in  1875,  notwithstanding  which  the  import  of 
grain  at  this  port  was  considerable.  The  cause  appears  to  be  that  in 
June  last,  when,  in  consequence  of  continuous  rain,  serious  fears  were 
entertained  of  the  failure  of  the  wheat  crop,  both  in  Italy  and  France, 
large  speculative  shipments  were  contracted  for  in  the  Black  Sea.  At 
this  time,  namely,  from  the  end  of  June  to  near  the  end  of  July,  prices 
at  Marseilles,  which  is  the  far  greater  market,  rose  about  20  per  cent., 
and  in  conaeqiience  speculators  were  doubly  active. 

At  the  end  of  July,  however,  line  weather  having  set  in,  the  crop  in 
France  was  saved,  and  in  the  meantime,  with  falling  prices,  an  immense 
amount  of  Black  Sea  wheat  arrived,  and  not  finding  sale,  filled  the 
warehouses,  so  that  many  shipments  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  Genoa, 
not  that  tl»ey  were  needed  here,  but  because  there  was  nothing  better 
to  do  with  them.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  present  stock  in  Genoa 
is  excessive  and  prices  low,  and  if  the  present  good  prospects  for  the 
crop  of  the  current  year  continue,  prices  must  fall  lower  yet. 

Hides. — The  total  importations  of  hides  of  all  sorts  during  the  year 
amount  to  only  845,580  hides,  against  865,900  in  1874  and  541,300  in 
1873.  The  market  was  dull  in  this  article  throughout  the  year,  reviving 
somewhat  in  the  autumn,  but  closing  very  heavy  with  stocks  unsaleable 
even  at  the  low  prices  ruling. 

Coal. — The  import  of  coal,  which  had  increased  in  1874  over  the 
previous  year,  has  again  increased  somewhat  in  1875,  and  has  reached 
the  highest  figure  it  ever  yet  has  been  at,  405,000  tons  of  English  coal 
having  been  imported  in  the  year,  betides  about  70,000  tons  of  French 
coal,  exclusive  oL  what  may  have  come  by  rail,  of  which  I  am  unable  to 
obtain  an  account.  The  whole  of  the  above  imports  were  by  way  of 
sea. 

The  fall  in  price  of  English  coal  is  again  driving  French  coal  out  of 
the  market,  and  one  of  the  leading  importers  informs  me  that  were  it 
not  that  old  contracts  with  French  companies  still  remain  in  force,  the 
imports  from  Fiance  would  not  even  amount  to  one-half  of  the  amount 
of  la»t  year. 

Tiie  quantities  as  given  me  by  a  gentleman  in  the  trade,  on  whose 
iiccuracy  1  can  rely  are  as  f  dlows  :-^  .  , 
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Ikpobtb  of  Coal  in  1875. 

Tons. 

From  Newcastle,  ShielcUj  &c.  19S,203 

Welsh  ports        122,622 

Scotch  ports,  Troon,  Leith,  ftc 68,451 

liyerpool,  Hull,  and  Grimsby 25,810 

Total       405,086 

French  ports,  Marseilles,  &c 76,8  i2 

Total  imports  by  sea 481,928 

In  several  instances  the  statements  above  given  with  regard  to* 
quantities  imported  do  not  tally  with  the  official  return  of  imports  and 
exports,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  latter  includes  only  the 
goods  which  have  actually  passed  through  the  custom-house  in  the 
year,  and  also  that  with  regard  to  articles  which  are  not  subject  to 
duty,  the  official  returns  are  often  inexact. 

In  general  I  place  far  more  reliance  on  the  information  I  get  from 
crchants  than  on  official  statistics. 

Shippikg  and  Navigation. 

The  arrivals  at  Genoa  in  the  foreign  trade  during  the  last  five  years 
have  been  as  follows : — 


1876. 

1874. 

1878. 

1872. 

1871. 

Kationalitj. 

1 

1 

Tona. 

1 

Tom. 

i 

6 

9 
'A 

Ton«. 

\ 

"A 

Tcna. 

1 

Tons. 

BritUh     

Italian     

French     

other  flags 

406 

1,644 

340 

823 

290,376 
681,280 
107,327 
118,612 

403 

1.609 

881 

333 

249,502 
550,590 
132,619 
128,943 

384 

1,391 

330 

387 

208,868 
411,368 
99,060 
119,786 

420 

1,707 

420 

860 

217,763 

606,840 
109,102 
108,266 

362 

1,906 

451 

280 

198,376 
516,3.V. 
126,279 
94,264 

Total 

2,713 

1,097,694 

2,726 

1,061,664 

2,492 

889,082 

2,897 

941,960 

8,009 

934,263 

In  the  coasting  trade  the  arrivals  have  been  3,050  vessels,  tonnage 
408,140,  agaiuht  2,929  vessels,  tonnage  396,049  in  1874.  Of  these 
arrivals  in  1875,  220,  tonnage  87,450  were  French  steamers,  against 
197,  tonnjige  75,770  in  1874,  almost  the  whole  of  the  remaining  ton- 
nage in  both  years  being  under  the  Italian  flag. 

As  will  be  i»een  by  the  above  table,  the  total  tonnage  arriving  at 
Genoa  has  considerably  exceeded  that  of  any  previous  year,  and  in  this 
movement  the  British  flag  has  fully  participated,  being  in  excess  of 
last  year,  which  had  been  our  greatest  year,  by  upwards  of  40,000  tons. 
In  the  coal  trade  we  are  gradually  being  beaten  out  of  the  field  by  the 
Italian  sailing  vessels,  although  thin  year  there  is  a  slight  decrease  in 
their  tonnage;  Jbut,  on  the  other  band,  they  cannot  as  yet  compete 
with  us  in  the  carriage  of  goods  which  can  afibrd  to  paj  freight  by 
steamer. 

In  the  direct  trade  with  England  the  arrivals  of  British  and  Italian 
vessels  during  the  last  five  years  have  been  as  follows  :— 
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BritiBh. 

Italian. 

Number* 

Tons. 

Number. 

Tons. 

1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 

316 
880 
888 
855 
875 

182,492 
204,085 
190,005 
227,108 
272,878 

888 
412 
280 
844 
887 

188,267 
201,240 
188,468 
187,641 
178,130 

Of  the  Italians  in  1875,  17,  tonnage  16,720,  were  steamers,  verr 
nearly  all  the  rest  beine  coal-laden  sailing  vessels.  Of  the  English 
arrivals,  on  the  other  hand,  onlj  49,  tonnage  26,055  were  sailing 
vessels,  the  rest,  with  the  exception  of  95  steamers  of  68,090  tons, 
which  were  coal-laden,  being  steamers  with  valuable  cargoes  of  various 
merchandize. 

Indttstbibs. 

The  local  industries  have  in  general  been  in  a  satisfactory  but  not 
flourishing  condition.  The  sugar  refinery,  as  mentioned  in  another 
place,  has  done  exceedingly  well.  Shipbuilding  has  been  somewhat 
slack,  about  10  per  cent,  less  tonnage  having  been  launched  in  1875 
than  in  the  previous  year,  and  not  many  vessels  being  on  the  stocks. 
The  cotton  mills  and  factories  have  been  very  active,  and  working  at 
remunerative  prices.  The  iron  foundries  and  other  smaller  industries 
have,  on  the  whole,  worked  quite  up  to  the  average,  and  in  general 
the  year  has  been  a  busy  and  prosperous  one  for  artisans  and  small 
people  of  the  working  class. 

Public  Wobks. 

Little  or  nothing  has  been  done  in  public  works,  neither  Govern- 
ment nor  municipality  being  prepared  to  furnish  money  even  for  the 
workb  urgently  needed  to  maintain  the  struggle  of  this  port  with  her 
powerful  rival  Marseilles.  The  year  has,  however,  been  marked  by  the 
magnificient  gift  of  a  private  individual  who  has  stepped  in  at  a  critical 
moment,  and  has^nobljr  disposed  of  a  considerable  portion  of  his  great 
wealth  to  assist  h^s  native  city  to  maintain  her  proper  place  at  the  bead 
of  the  commercial  movement  of  the  Peninsula.  The  Duca  di  Galliera, 
Principe  di  Lucedio,  has  given  the  enormous  sum  of  20,000,000  lire 
(roughly  750,000/.  sterling)  towards  the  completion  of  the  long-talked- 
of  harbour  improvements,  the  only  conditions  of  his  truly  princely  gift 
being  that  something  should  be  decided  on  and  carried  out  at  once,  and 
that  the  conclusion  of  the  debates,  which  are  actually  in  course,  should 
be  satisfactory  to  and  accepted  bv  the  Municipal  Council  and  himself. 
We  shall  therefore  at  last  hear  the  end  of  the  bitter  contests  between 
the  partisans  of  the  east  mouth  and  the  west  mouth,  and  every  one  who 
has  the  interests  of  Genoa  at  heart,  will  surely  be  glad  that  whichever 
way  it  is  decided,  the  harbour  shall  have  its  opening,  a  final  determina- 
tion shall  have  been  taken,  and  the  port  be  in  a  fair  way  of  being 
secured  against  the  swell  which  at  present  disturbs  the  whole  area  oi 
the  harbour  when  the  wind  is  at  any  point  between  S.E.  and  S.W. 
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jftwiwa.— The  trade  of  Spezia  with  England  has  fallen  almost  to 
nothing,  and  $s  Messrs.  Henfrey  and  Co.'s  lead  works  no  longer  require 
the  import  of  English  coal,  the  quality  extracted  from  their  own  mines 
in  the  neighbourhood  haying  greatly  improyed,  it  is  probable  that  until 
the  railway  to  P«nna  is  made  the  trade  will  not  reyive.  Only  2 
English  vessels  of  1,138  tons  have  visited  the  port  during  1875,  as 
against  5  of  2,396  tons  in  1874,  and  9  of  3,661  tons  in  1873. 

The  breakwater  acrgss  the  gulf  is  being  carried  on  steadily  and  now 
completely  bars  the  entrance  to  the  gulf  exoept  through  the  openings 
close  in  shore  at  each  extremity,  and  I  think  it  my  duty  <^nce  more  to  call 
the  attention  of  shipmasters  to  the  danger  of  entering  the  gulf  by 
night,  unless  in  most  favourable  weather  and  with  the  help  of  good 
<^rts  on  which  the  lights  are  correctly  laid  down. 

Sawma.^Mr.  Vice-Consul  Martinengo  reports  that  the  trade  of  his 
port  with  England  has  rapidly  developed  in  consequence  of  the  railway 
putting  Savoca  in  immediate  communication  with  Turin.  The  arrivals 
of  British  Shipping  during  the  last  four  years  have  been  as  follows : — 


Tonnage. 


1872  ..         .,                    ..  6  8,421 

1873  17  8,920 

1874  16  10,700 

1876  41  24,417 


Mr.  Martinengo  report:;:,  that  the  shipmasters  have  expressed  them- 
selves well  satisfied  both  with  the  easy  access  and  security  of  the 
harbour  and  with  the  despatch  in  discharging,  this  will  be  still  further 
accelerated  probably  in  the  course  of  the  year,  when  it  is  hoped  that  the 
branch  line  of  railway  to  the  quay  will  be  completed. 

Oneglia. — Mr.  Vice-Consul  Carli  reports  the  total  failure  of  the  oil 
crop  of  1874-1875,  and  says  that  the  crop  of  1875-1876,  will  hardly 
give  better  results,  and  in  general  gives  a  very  dismal  account  of  the 
state  of  trade,  industry,  and  agriculture  in  his  district.  The  hopes 
which  had  been  entertained  of  attracting  sti*angers  to  settle  in  the 
neighbourhood  have  jiroved  as  yet  delusive,  so  that  according  to  Mr. 
Carli's  account  everything  is  in'a  complete  state  of  stagnation,  except 
the  little  shipping  which  frequents  his  port,  which  has  been  active  in 
consequence  of  the  failure  of  crops  of  all  kinds  necessitating  an 
incfoased  import  to  supply  local  wants. 

San  Bemo. — From  this  vice-consulate  also  comes  a  report  of 
the  total  £Edlure  of  the  oil  crop  and  the  partial  failure  of  the  lemon 
crop,  both  having  been  ruined  by  long  continued  drought.  Mr.  Con- 
greve  says,  that  no  really  abundant  rain  has  fallen  in  his  district  since 
the  spring  rains  of  1874,  and  that  as  the  drought  still  continues,  the 
scarcity  of  water,  even  for  drinking  and  housenold  purposes,  is  very 
serious.  San  Eemo  is  now,  however,  becoming  so  fashionable  a  resort 
in  winter  that  probably  more  people  are  pecuniarily  affected  by  a  |^ood 
or  bad  season  of  strangers  than  by  the  failure  or  success  of  even  the 
olive  oil  crop,  let  alone  lemons,  and  strangers  seem  to  have  been  plenti- 
ful last  season,  and  tp  be  equally  so  this  present  winter,  the  German 
element,  however,  increasing  much  faster  than  the  English,  and  tending. 
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to  push  these  latter  on  towards  Peffli  and  Nervi.  Mr.  Congreve  com- 
plains of  the  high  "dazi"  or  town  dues  imposed  by  the  municipality  on 
all  articles  of  consumption ;  the  more  especially  that  the  money  thus 
raised  is  spent  not  in  works  really  needed,  such  as  bringing  pure  water 
from  the  hills,  opening  up  roads,  &c.,  but  in  the  erection  of  a  theatre 
which  could  very  well  have  been  done  without. 

Concluding  Bemarks, — ^I  will  conclude  with  an  extract  from  a  report 
on  the  financial  condition  of  the  place  which  has  been  kindly  made  to 
me  by  a  member  of  one  of  the  leading  firms  here,  he  says : — Money 
has  been  very  plentiful  all  through  the  year,  and  the  available  reserve 
of  banknotes,  partly  owing  to  the  dulness  of  trade,  and  partly  to  the 
increase  of  the  authorized  circulation  of  the  National  Bank,  has  been 
always  considerable. 

The  premium  on  gold,  which  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  10^ 
per  cent.,  had  fallen  at  the  end  of  Deceniber  to  8^ ;  the  exchange  ou 
London,  similarly,  fell  from  27*90  to  27-20.  The  variations  in  rates 
have  at  no  time  been  violent  j  the  extreme  prices  of  gold  being  from 
lOf  in  January  to  6 J  in  June. 

Genoa  has  been  fortunate  also  in  escaping  all  harm  from  the 
Turkish  default.  The  Genoese,  with  their  usual  distrust  of  foreign 
funds,  have  kept  aloof  entirely  from  Turkish  bonds,  while  these  secu- 
rities have  been  largely  held  in  Central  and  South  Italy,  and  great 
losses  have  consequently  fallen  on  the  markets  of  Home,  Naples,  and 
Palermo. 

Italian  Eente  shows  a  rise  of  not  less  than  6  per  cent,  in  the  year ; 
from  74  on  the  Ist  January  to  80  on  the  31st  December.  This  is  due 
not  only  to  the  abundance  of  mo^ey  and  the  difficulty  of  finding  other 
investments  since  the  late  commercial  disasters,  but  also  to  the  gene- 
rally satisfactory  state  of  the  country.  The  formal  adhesion  of  Gari- 
baldi to  the  Government  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  ana  the  visits  to 
Italy  of  the  Austrian  and  German  Emperors,  have  cautea  great  con- 
fidence to  be  felt  both  as  to  home  and  foreign  politics,  and  there  is  a 
decided  improvement  in  the  state  of  the  finances. 

Thanks  to  the  noble  gift  of  their  townsman,  the  Duca  di  Galliera, 
the  Genoese  are  at  last  in  a  fair  way  to  commence  the  works  which  are 
indispensable  to  prepare  Genoa  for  the  extension  of  trade  that  the  Saint 
Gothard  Tunnel  should  necessarily  bring  here,  and  if  only  the  blessings 
of  peace  are  granted  to  Italy  we  may  look  forward  hopefully  to  much 
better  times  in  the  immediate  future. 

Genoa,  February  1, 1876. 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


410 


ITAXr 


00 


I 

Cm 

O 

I 


3 

I  1 


i 


s 


I 

<5 


31^ 


§ 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


QXSOA. 


411 


I 


a 


n 


*Sgg5S|  :2 


^-cf  *f- V«f  I 


2SS2 


^^ 


11 

li 


n 


il 


I. 


©f 


•-^ss 


22§ 


:  N  tr;  to  N  !«•  N 


0>«aoo^-H 


iiitiiiiiiiiiit'  ' 


-I 


5"  •  :S3"  !  =  =  iSSS' 


is  :  :m  :  :  :  :H§P 


IS  :  :iSi  :  :  :  J§§§  : 


o>H   •  :o»<0M   •   :   :  jeOf^N^ 


•  oco^   :   :  •   :cofHMi-4 


"1    I 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


412 


MESSINA. 

Bepart  hff  Vtce-Consul  Rickards  on  the  Trade  of  Masina  for  the 

Tear  1875. 

The  trade  of  Messina  for  this  year  presents  a  very  middling  result 
in  comparison  with  that  of  former  years ;  in  fact,  it  may  be  observed  by 
the  following  statement  of  the  value  of  goods  imported  and  exported 
during  the  period  of  ^ve  years : — 


Tetn. 

Imported. 

Bzported. 

1871 

1872 

1878 

1874 

1875 

£ 
1,058,408 
1,120,668 
1,262,980 
1,408,974 
1,429,871 

£ 
1,507,635 
1,874,414 
1,451,086 
1,647,957 
1,678,685 

The  subjoined  table  shows  the  number,  tonnage,  crews  of  British 
and  foreign  steam  and  sailing  vessels,  with  cargoes  and  in  ballast,  which 
entered  the  pOTt  of  Messina  during  1875. 

Olive  Oil. — The  oil  of  this  vear  within  this  province  has  been  half 
average,  as  the  yield  of  olives  is  alternately  abundant  and  ficarce,  viz., 
one  year  good  or  very  abundant,  and  the  next  middling  or  scarce. 

Jiice, — Generally  speaking,  this  article  undergoes  very  iittle  varia- 
tion, and  a  large  quantity  of  it  is  exported,  on  arrival  at  this  port,  to 
Calabria  and  the  coast  of  Sicily. 

Currants, — A  considerable  quantity  has  been  imported  in  barrels 
from  the  Lipari  Islands,  and  the  greater  part  has  been  esported,  as  in 
my  last  year's  report. 

Agriculture. — The  result  of  this  year's  crop  may  be  ranked  as  one 
of  the  least  satisfactory. 

Vintage, — The  vintage  has  proved  on  the  whole  a  good  one,  though 
not  so  abundant,  or  of  a  good  quality.  Sulphurization  is  admitted  to 
be  of  great  advantage. 

Lemons. — The  lemon  trees  haye  been  attacked  with  a  sort  of  malady 
not  yet  known,  which  threatens  to  destroy  the  greater  part  of  the 
produce.  Some  of  the  landed  proprietors  have  already  made  a  new 
plantation  of  bitter  orange  trees,  and  after  two  or  three  years'  growth 
they  intend  grafting  them  with  the  buds  of  lemon  trees,  so  as  to 
prevent  any  further  destruction. 

Plants, — No  living  plants  of  whatever  kind  are  pennitted  to  be 
imported  from  abroad  into  this  country,  for  the  reason  of  not  intro- 
ducing a  malady  caWei  jph^lloaera  vastatrix,  which  is  at  present  prevalent 
in  Europe. 

Silk, — The  silk  crop  of  1875  is  more  limited  in  extent  than  that  of 
the  preceding  year,  probablv  owing  to  the  decreasing  inducements 
offered  to  cocoon  producers  by  the  somewhat  low  prices  of  silks  that 
existed  in  spring.  The  quality  of  the  cocoons  turned  was  superior  to  that 
of  the  former  production,  and  ms  in  the  preceding  year,  an  increased 
supply  of  yellow  cocoons  f^om  seed  obtained  from  the  le  Pasteur  system 
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was  produced.  In  the  absence  of  any  official  data  on  the  approximate 
turn  off  of  silk,  it  may  be  put  down  as  the  same  as  last  year,  145,000  kilos. 
The  financial  aspect  of  this  iraportaat  industry  of  this  island  is  wretched 
in  the  extreme  for  the  silk  reelers,  for  from  the  time  the  purchases  of 
cocoons  were  effected  to  this  day  an  incessant  fall  in  the  prices  of  silks 
has  taken  place,  so  that  at  the  present  date  the  silk  of  this  year's  crop 
can  only  be  realized  at  a  loss  of  30  per  cent.  Ov^er^production  is 
the  cause  of  such  a  state  of  things,  for  besides  larger  European  crops, 
the  far  East  has  increased  its  silk  export  to  us.  Manufacturers,  there- 
fore, sure  of  constantly  increasing  stocks  of  silk  at  their  disposal,  have 
naturally  dropped  the  prices  of  manufactured  goods  to  the  level  of 
those  of  silks,  thereby  stimulating  the  consumption  of  the  raw  material 
in  such  unheard-of  proportion,  that  it  is  to  be  hoped  in  the  interest  of 
cocoon  producers  and  of  silk  reelers,  prices  of  silk  may  soon  assume  the 
normal  position  which  alone  may  cause  the  future  production  to  be  com- 
mensurate with  the  general  requirements  of  the  trade. 

Coasting  Trade. — No  news  with  respect  to  navigation  here.  It  is  in 
the  same  state  as  in  my  last  year's  report,  with  a  difference  that  this 
year  has  not  be^n  so  brisk  as  past  years  owing  to  business  being  dull. 

Fuhlic  Works. — No  new  public  works  have  been  undertaken ;  that 
which  had  been  mentioned  in  rhe  report  of  1874  is  almost  approaching 
its  termination. 

BaUway.^-No  new  line  has  been  opened  since  last  year,  the  traffic 
being  the  same,  and  the  goods  are  imported  by  waggons^  and  exported 
abroad  W  foreign  and  native  vessels  for  different  ports. 

Cattie  JPlagut. — The  province  of  Messina  is  free  from  any  of  this 
disease. 

Messina,  8Lit  December,  1875. 
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VENICE. 

Beport  hy  Oontul  Smallvoood  on  the  Trad^  and  Commeree  of  Venice  for 

the  Tear  1876. 

Shipping  aud  Natigation. 

DuBiKG  the  year  1876, 172  steamships  and  28  sailing  ships  arrived 
at  Venice  under  the  British  flag,  and  although  there  is  a  diminution  in 
the  number  and  tonnage  of  sailing  ships,  the  constantly  increasing 
importance  of  the  trade  of  Venice  is  again  manifested  by  the  increase 
in  the  number  and  tonnage  of  the  steamships  which  have  entered  the 
port  during  the  year  1875,  compared  with  1874,  as  shown  by  the 
following  table,  No.  1 : — 
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By  which  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  number  of  British  steamships 

entered  in  1875  exceeds  that  of  1874  by  6  ships  and  19,615  tons, 

although  there  is  a  diminution  in  the  sailing  ships  of  8  ships  and 
1,340  tons,  whilst  the  return  of  British  shipping  in  1874  exceeded  those 
of  1873  by  22  ships  and  13,984  tons. 

The  172  steamships  entered  brought  cargoes  as  follows  : — 

BiRBOT. 

General  cargoes  from  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom    . .  77 

Cools         10 

Iron           3 

Ooflfee         1 

FWi           2 

InbaUast U 

Total        104 

Indibect. 

P.  ft  0.— General  cargoes  from  Bombay,  Alexandria,  ke,  58 

Bioe  from  Rangoon          1 

Coflfee  from  Colnmbo 1 

Grain  from  Trieste'          1 

Coal  and  iron  from  Messina                   1 

General  cargoes  from  Colambo  .  •         . .         . .         . .  2 

„          „           Cocconada 1 

P.  &  O.—In  ballast          3 

General  cargoes,  especially  grain  &om  Trieste . .         . .  6 

Total        68 

The  twenty-eight  sailing  ships  were  laden  as  follows : — 

DmsoT. 

Cargoes. — Herrings  from  Yarmouth 3 

„          Coals  from  Sunderland         17 

„                 „         Newcastle           4 

„                 „         Middlebborough 1 

ToUa        25 

IlfDISBCr. 

Cargoes. — Wine  and  grapes  from  Limasol       I 

„         Resin  and  colophony  from  New  York         • .  1 

,,          Coffee  from  Bahia X 


Total 


Absenal,  Port,  and  Public  Wobks. 

The  works  of  excayation  and  deepening  of  the  harbour,  and  of  the 
leading  canals  for  the  navigation  of  the  estuary  of  Venice,  have  been 
continued. 

The  warehousing  docks  have  been  erected,  and  will  be  opened  for 
public  use  in  a  few  months. 

The  ameliorations  in  the  arsenal  have  been  unremittingly  pro- 
gressing. The  large  graving-dock  is,  on  the  whole,  almost  finished, 
and  its  spacious  basin  of  five  metres  of  depth,  in  the  construction  of 
which  40,000  cubic  metres  of  cement  have  been  employed,  is  almost 
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completed.  At  present  the  surroundiDj?  ground  is. being  made  up^ 
when  the  basin  will  be  rendered  dry  and  nuished. 

The  small  graving-dock  opened,  as  stated  in  my  last  supplementary 
report,  on  the  8th  of  June,  is  of  the  dimensions  described  in  the 
following  table,  No.  2. 

The  new  wall  enclosing  the  space  added  to  the  arsenal  for  the 
construction  of  the  basins,  with  the  appurtenant  fields,  is  almost 
built. 

The  deepening  of  the  new  ingress  to  the  arsenal  is  also  considerably 
advanced. 

The  demolition  of  a  small  island  which  divided  the  two  dockyards, 
named  Nuova  and  Nuovissima,  has  been  commenced,  and  when  finished 
the  largest  vessels  may  be  moored  therein  without  any  difficulty. 

The  excavations  in  and  out  of  the  arsenal  are  also  being  carried  on 
without  interruption. 

The  improvements  in  the  city,  and  the  deepening  of  almost  all  its 
internal  canals,  have  been  incessantly  continued.  Squares  and  streets 
have  been  enlarged,  new  and  ample  bridges  constructed,  the  navi- 
gation of  the  canal  of  the  Seriola  re-organized,  the  important  works 
built  at  the  Lido,  besides  the  construction  of  a  new  cemetery,  the 
erection  of  a  building  for  a  new  museum  to  store  with  safety  treasures 
of  art,  and  the  new  warehouses  on  the  Sacca  Sessola  for  the  deposit 
of  petroleum. 

On  the  island  of  St.  Clomente,  which  is  about  two  kilos,  distant 
from  Ycnice,  has  been  erected  and  opened  a  new  and  magnificent 
female  lunatic  asylum;  its  area  is  12,000  square  metres.  It  is 
divided  into  nine  spacious  courtyards,  and  300  very  healthy  rooms*, 
lighted  by  900  windows,  have  been  constructed.  At  present  about 
400  lunatics  are  inmates,  but  600  might  be  accommodated,  besides  the 
physicians,  nurses,  and  servant?. 
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On  the  26th  instant  the  municipality  of  Venice  voted  with  a 
foil  majority  the  Gonetruction  of  an  ac[aeduct  for  conveying  water 
from  the  canal  della  Seriola  Yeneta  to  Venice.  Among  the  various 
candidates  who  submitted  their  projects  to  the  Cbmmune,  the  pre- 
ference has  been  given  to  Mr.  Bitterbandt,  who  represents  British 
^capitalists,  and  who  is  now  taking  all  the  necessary  measures  to  carry 
into  effect  this  important  work,  which  will  supply  Venice  with  the 
Tequired  quantity  of  drinkable  water. 

On  the  17th  of  September  the  launch  of  the  screw  steamship 
-**  Cristofon)  Colombo "  took  place  in  the  arsenal  of  Venice,  in  the 
presence  of  the  ItaUan  minister  of  marine,  of  the  principd  local  autho- 
rities,  and  of  a  vast  concourse  of  people.  The  vessel  was  constructed 
by  Commendatore  MiehieH  from  the  design  of  Commendatore  Brin. 
The  hull  is  of  wood,  with  iron  fastenings  and  iron  beams.  The  engine 
of  500  hosse  power  was  from  the  factory  of  Mr.  Penn.  It  occupies  a 
small  space,  and  is  very  economical  in  the  consuii^tion  of  fuel,  and 
with  it  the  speed  of  eighteen  miles  per  hoar  may  be  obtained.  She  is 
70  metres  long,  11*30  broad,  and  draws  5*28  metres  of  water,  and  car- 
ries on  deck  five  guns  of  the  calibre  of  12  centimetres,  and  of  the 
weight  of  1,200  kilos,  each. 

There  ia  also  now  in  construction  in  the  arsenal  an  iron  vessel 
called  the  "  Torpedo  Launch  "  (for  the  propulsion  of  torpedoes),  the 
structure  of  wych  is  in  a  forward  state. 

AChmcrLTTTSB. 

In  the  year  1875  the  erain  harvests  were  abundant  and  good,  and 
the  price  of  bread  is  much  lower  than  the  last  year. 

The  p]N>duction  of  fora^  and  silk  cocoons  may  be  considered 
favourable  throughout  Venetia. 

The  grape  crop  in  these  provinces  was  greater  in  quantity  than  any 
of  the  l^t  ten  years.  The  prices  of  the  wine  of  tiie  country  rule  in 
eonsequende  on  an  average  from  10  to  15  per  cent,  lower  than  m  1874. 

The  Clnmber  of  Commerce  has  instituted  a  new  exchange  for  trans- 
actions in  grain,  which  was  inaugurated  on  the  22nd  August,  1875. 

The  importations  and  exportations  of  grain  in  these  last  five  years 
have  been  progressing  on  a  large  scale,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
^statement.    The  value  of  grain  imported  in — 

Lire. 
Ia  1870  amoanted  to 4;866,284 

1871  „     8^24,221 

1872  „     ..  15;808,110 

1878     „     ..    ..    ..    ..  15,722,210 

ia74     „     25^42,199 

The  vakie  of  grain  exported  by  sea  in — 

lire. 

Ia  1870  amoanted  to  ..        4^817,181 

U71  „  2/)4P,647 

1872  „  ..         ..         ..         ..  8^88,574 

1878  „  .,         8,734,149 

1874  „  6;847,18e 

'  In  the  year  1S75  the  value  of  cargoes  has  much  augmented,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  Venice,  from  her  geographical  position,  is 
destined  to  become  one  of  the  leading  markets  for  grain  in  Italy. 
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Tbtre  ii  a  gexMnil  complaint  here  agaiftsi;  tbe  yaxatimw  pvooee<)iiigB 
4^  tba  cuatom-houae  from  the  frequent  improper  appUoatioa  of  iv^ 
when  goods  not  mentioned  in  the  tariff  have  to  be  afsimilated  to  otbmr 
^articlei. 

.  It  would,  therefbfe,  be  decrirable  that  the  Italian  Gk>veinmei|t 
ahould  Buppress  the  first  article  in  the  preliminary  dispositions,  yie*i 
^'  That  ffoooB  not  soeciallj  named  in  the  t^iff  hare  to  be  assimilated,  in 
the  appuoation  of  dutj,  to  those  most  resembling  them." 

This  article  gives  rise  to  eonst«at  and  endless  abuses  eaiised  by  the 
insufficiency  of  the  vocabulary  used  in  the  Itidian  customs  tariff. 

A  more  ^ual  proportion  on  the  dixies  of  artudes  which  have  to  be 
nssiiailsfed  and  a  dimiimtiop  on  otiievs,  vis.,  on  iroa,  ste^  mannfae- 
twes,  thread,  hardware,  bonnets  and  csips,  laoe  and  trisunings,  would 
i%  of  great  advantage  to  oommeroe. 

There  is  also  a  great  inconsistency  in  tiie  ItdieA  tariff  between  te 
supple  and  twisted  thread,  and  betwewi  the  white  and  stamped  tissues. 

Manufactured  goods,  made  of  one-quarter  wool  and  tl^ee-^uaiims 
wood  or  icon,  are  oharged  with  the  same  duty  as  if  they  were  m  made 
^wooL 

The  duty  on  articles  of  little  value  is  so  exorbitant  that  it  reaehes 
to  30  or  40  per  cent,  on  the  eost. 

The  high  duties  on  importations,  partioularly  on  manu&ctuiM  and 
colonial  produce,  have  Img  tended  to  depresa  the  trade  with  GhMt 
Britain,  and  the  heavy  cu8t<m-honse  expenses  on  the  landing  of  oargees 
ane  a  still  greater  impediment  to  commerce  in  Italy. 

POPUIiATIOir. 

On  the  81st  December,  1875,  the  population  of  Venice  was  com- 
puted at  129,676  iidiabitants,  and  9,300  temporary  residents,  whilst  on 
the  dlst  December,  1874,  it  was  estimated  at  128,520  inhabitants,  and 
2,818  temporary  residents.  There  is,  therefore,  an  increase,  for  the 
year  1875,  of  1^56  inhabitants,  and  of  6,4^2  temporary  residents. 

OXIBITT  ObO4N1I^H0V' 

From  the  year  1871  the  expenditure  of  the  CJonwune  of  VenioB 
for  public  institutions  of  charitj^  has  been  deei^easing.  ^ 

The  municipal  administration  which  in  1871  paid  for  charitable 
institutions  810,892  Italian  lire,  in  1875  disbursed  only  550,000 
Italiau  lire. 

Tlie  Penitents'  House  for  Abandoned  Women  dates  from  1357.  It 
provides  for  twenty-four  women  at  the  cost  1  lire  45  c.  per  diem. 

The  House  of  Industry  was  opened  in  1812  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  work  and  food  to  the  poor*  The  administration  of  the 
establishment  was  divided  into  two  branches:  '^ Economical "  and 
"  Commercial."  liTow  this  bouse  has  been  suppressed,  the  municipality 
of  Teoice  having,  since  August  last,  prohibited  begsing. 

The  Conservatory  for  "Zitelle"  (young  women)  was  instituted  in 
1558  to  prevent  their  demoralization.  At  present  the  number  of  the 
young  women  who  are  receiving  their  education  amounts  to  forty. 

Ttie  Catechumen  Institution  was  initiated  in  1099  bv  the  Bepublic, 
when  Venetian  ships  brought  slaves  from  the  East,  Tne^  actual  cate- 
chumens receive  74  c.  per  diem,  and  when  they  are  instructed  in 
the  rudiments  of  Christianity  they  are  baptized  and  dismissed.    The 
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^  C&  di  Dio'*  (House  of  Ood)  since  1272  was  intended  for  the  object 
of  affording  food  and  shelter  to  poor  pilgrims.  Three  centuries  after  it 
was  appropriated  to  decayed  gentlewomen.  At  present  the  institution 
is  recei?ing  only  women  ezceeaing  sixty  years  of  age,  and  the  preference 
is  given  to  ladies  of  the  nobility.  A  primitire  hospice  was  established 
in  1268,  to  which  sixteen  others  succeeded  up  to  the  year  1571,  pro^ 
viding  for  190  panpers.  A  wider  charitable  step  was  taken  by  the 
institution  of  the  ''Bicorero,"  at  the  time  of  the  league  of  Cambray, 
which  lodged  670  destitute  persons.  Its  patrimony  was  from  private 
legacies  and  stbscriptions :  its  denomination  and  administration  under- 
went various  changes  under  the  supervision  of  the  senate  and  of  the 
decemviri. 

In  the  last  days  of  the  Bepublic  four  small  hospitals  existed,  which 
at  the  beginning  of  this  century  were  concentrated  in  the  magnificent 
and  well  known  actual  hospital,  which  is  perha]ps  the  beet  in  Italy,  being 
directed  by  twentr-eiffht  distinguished  physicians,  and  requiring  more 
than  200  persons  for  tne  service. 

The  Foundling  Institution  dates  from  the  year  1846.  About  450 
diildren  are  yearly  admitted. 

On  the  1st  of  August  last  the  suppression  of  the  House  of  Industnr 
took  place,  and  in  its  room  the  Befuge  for  Mendicants  has  been  insti- 
tuted. About  thirty  men  found  able  to  work,  or  who  had  relatives 
obliged  by  law  to  support  them  were  dismissed. 

From  that  time  no  person  who  is  really  in  a  destitute  condition  and 
unable  to  work  has  been  released,  except  to  be  sent  to  some  other 
institute  of  charity  where  he  is  provided  for. 

The  "Orfanotrofio  Gesuati"  for  boys,  and  the  "Orfanotrofio 
Terese  "  for  girls,  are  two  important  institutions ;  the  former  receiving 
about  150  boys,  and  the  latter  220  girls,  costing  daily  1  lire  20  c.  each. 

The  pious  foundation,  Querini  Stampalia,  was  established  in  1868 
by  the  will  of  the  late  patrician,  Count  Querini  Stampalia.  who 
bequeathed  all  his  property  to  this  institution. 

Its  objects  are  to  promote  the  study  of  philosophical  and  useful 
sciences ;  to  bestow  allowances  to  students  in  the  University ;  to  grant 
subsidies  to  literati  and  illustrious  decayed  scholars,  and  to  award 
prizes  on  the  best  themes  upon  science,  literature,  and  fine  arts. 

Every  five  years  a  marriage  portion  of  10,000  lire  is  settled  upon  a 
young  woman  of  respectability ;  to  other  six  reputable  young  women 
portions  of  2,000  lire  each,  and  to  thirty  daughters  of  mechanics  and 
peasants  portions  of  300  lire  each. 

A  picture  gallery,  containing  treasures  of  painting  and  a  magnificent 
collection  of  coins,  is  opened  every  Thursday,  in  the  Palace  Querini; 
and  an  extensive  library,  consisting  of  old  and  modem  works,  together 
with  the  most  popular  reviews  and  newspapers  in  foreign  languages,  is 
accessible  to  aistinc;uisbed  persons  and  foreigners  every  day  from 
8  p.m.  to  11  p.m.  I  believe  that  this  institution  is  unrivalled  in  the 
world  for  elegance,  comfort,  and  liberality. 

The  Institute  Ooletti  was  established  a  few  years  ago,  to  provide  for 
boys  who  have  no  home.  This  is  one  of  the  most  philanthropical 
institutions,  because  all  boys  wandering  in  the  streets  of  Venice  and 
bereft  of  all  support,  are  taken  to  this  institute  and  instructed  in  all 
the  bran(.hes  of  mechanical  labour. 

At  present  about  800  boys  are  receiving  their  education,  with  an 
expenditure  of  about  400  lire  per  diem,  or  about  1  lire  25  c  each. 
This  institute  is  sustained  by  puolic  charity  and  by  private  legacies. 
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The  Cehetebie&  of  Yeniox. 

A  case  of  interest  to  Protestants  is  the  projected  removal  of  the 
remains  from  the  old  burying-ground  to  the  new  cemetery  of  St. 
Oristoforo,  in  the  small  island  of  St.  Michele. 

As  early  as  1718  the  senate  conceded  to  the  Protestants  a  cemetery 
at  St.  Cristoforo,  on  or  near  the  site  of  the  present  cemetery.  About 
1813  the  city  cemetery  was  enlarged  by  the  junction  of  two  isLmds, 
and  a  portion  was  set  apart  for  Protestants  and  orthodox  Greeks. 
The  municipality  has  of  late  taken  the  whole  cemetery  arrangements 
on  itself  ana  imposed  a  tax  on  each  interment. 

Statement  or  the  Yv^tdb  op  the  Mtjkioipalitt  or  Vbitice. 

The  apparent  deficit  of  the  municipality  of  Venice  amounts  to 
9,800,000  lire,  and  its  assets  to  2,750,000  lire,  without  including  the 
property  of  the  art  treasures  of  the  Museo  Civico,  of  the  Baccolta 
Correr,  of  the  Collezione  Contarini,  of  the  Saccolta  Molin,  and  of 
other  revenues,  but  comprising  the  Government  subsidy  for  the  ware- 
housing docks,  and  the  remaining  156,000  lire  of  the  loan  '*1869/' 
there  is  still  a  final  deficit  of  4,694,000  lire  (187,760/.) 

Venice,  January  27, 1876. 
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R08SIA. 

ODESSA. 

Bepori  hy  ChnsuU  General  Stanley  on  the  Trade  and  Oommeree  ofOdeiw 
for  the  Tear  1875. 

SfiiPPiirft» 

l^Kt  l^as  b^ii  &  great  f  aUing  oif  in  the  ntiinbet  of  Sttglisli  ridpB, 
and  Ojf  those  ()f  all  nations,  as  compared  witt  the  four  pfeceding  yeans,, 
thus,  only  213  English  vessels  against  an  average  of  3^3  in  1871-2«-3-4. 

1  have  no  returns  for  other  than  English  arrivals,  but  it  is  certain 
that  there  was  in  1 875  a  great  decrease  in  their  number. 

The  explanation  is  suAcientlv  simple.  The  low  price  of  com  m 
England  and  France  did  not  enable  sufficiently  remunerative  freights  to- 
be  offered,  indeed,  it  may  be  said  there  was  loss  to  thft  shipper  on  evferv 
cargo  shipped. 

An  absolutely  larger  number  of  English  vessels  cleared  in  ballast 
for  foreign  countries  than  in  1874,  and  a  relatively  larger  number 
cleared  in  ballast  for  Eussian  ports,  where,  the  corn  being  slightly 
cheaper,  a  somewhat  better  freight  was  offered. 

97  vessels  cleared  with  grain  for  England  against  150  in  1874,  and 
46  for  other  countries  against  105  in  1874. 

Kdnigsberg  is  proving  a  most  formidable  rival  to  Odessa^.  The 
distance  from  Kief  to  Odessa  is  400  miles,  from  Kief  to  Kdnigsberg 
630;  but  this  is  counterbahmced  by  the  much  lower  freight  from 
Kdnigsberg  to  England. 

[Freights  during  the  year  have  averaged  35«.  per  ton  tallow. 

There  has  been  lifctle  to  require  special  comment  on  the  movements 
of  shipping  beyond  the  few  remarks  1  have  made. 

It  has  been  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act  of 
1875,  as  regards  grain-loaded  vessels,  acts  well,  and  that  shipmasters  * 
generally  accept  without  hesitation  the  recommendations  of  the  mspector 
at>pointed  in  November. 

Several  reasons  are  given  in  the  memorandum  appended  (Appendix  I.) 
for  the  diminution  of  commerce,  and  consequently  of  the  shipping,  and 
it  may  be  as  the  committee  state,  that  the  severity  of  the  Odessa  Custom 
House  drives  away  shipping. 

It  is  certainly  unpleasant  to  be  fined  200  r.  for  the  non-delivery  of 
an  article  worth  10  r.,  but  by  sp^eater  care  in  loading  for  a  Sussian 
port  it  would  be  possible  to  avoid  such  fines. 

I  notice  moreover  that  the  same  shipowners  continue  to  send  their 
vessels  here.  * 

A  large  number  of  British  vessels  will  probably  arrive  this  year,  as, 
independent  of  the  coming  harvest,  there  are  warehoused  in  Odessa 
nearly  1,500,000  quarters  of  grain,  which  the  owners  will  almost  certainly 
be  compelled  to  sell. 

The  following  shows  the  direct  and  indirect  trade  in  British  vessels 
from  and  t<;  tho  port  of  Odessa : — 
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The  total  value  of  the  exports,  according  to  the  customs  returns, 
was  46,504,592  r.,  and  of  the  imports,  35,727,971  r. 

There  was  also  exported  paper  money  to  the  value  of  568,875  r. 

The  state  of  Eussian  commerce  having  been  much  discussed  of  late 
in  the  newspapers,  and  the  supposed  decline  of  the  commerce  of  Odessa, 
with  the  remedies  proposed  for  restoring  it;  forming  the  subject  of  the 
memorandum  I  append,  by  the  Committee  of  Trade  of  Odessa,  and  of 
the  remarks  I  purpose  submitting  on  that  memorandum,  I  think  a 
view  of  the  statistics  of  the  trade  here  of  late  years  would  be 
interesting. 

I  therefore  give  the  details  of  the  export  trade  since  1866,  and  so 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  them,  of  the  import  trade  for  the  same 
period. 

The  tallow  trade,  which  was  formerly  considerable,  having  almost 
disappeared  from  this  market,  the  only  important  items  in  the  export 
trade  are  wool  and  cereals. 

The  import  trade,  is  different,  being  made  up  of  many  items  of 
value. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  articles  which  show  the  greatest  fluctu- 
ations are  oil,  fruits,  tobacco,  wine,  cotton,  woollen  and  cotton  goods, 
iron  and  ironware,  coals  and  machinery. 

The  importation  of  iron,  coals,  and  machineiv  was  very  limited.  On 
the  other  hand  that  of  ironware  showed  a  considerable  increase. 

The  following  were  the  principal  items  of  the  export  triide  from 
1866  to  1875 :— 


Years. 

Cereals. 

Value. 

Wool 

Value. 

Total  value  of 
ail  Exports. 

Quarters. 

Roubles. 

Pood8of861b6. 

Boublee. 

Roubles. 

1866     .. 

2,284,146 

21,000,000 

, , 

81,488,000 

1867      .. 

2,674,978 

28,976,000 

32,177,000 

1868      .. 

1,692,646 

17,000,000 

800,000 

22,209,000 

1869     .. 

1,804,280 

18,000,000 

806,000 

24,766,076 

1870      .. 

8,900,000 

48,000,000 

297,000 

1871      .. 

8,776,000 

47,000,000 

270,866 

2,702,070 

61,908,000 

1872      .. 

8,649,000 

46,457,662 

334,184 

8,366,681 

61,660,000 

1878      .. 

2,648,000 

89,176,169 

210,618 

8,167,186 

43,691,000 

1874      .. 

2,816,288 

42,671,819 

214,028 

2,047.608 

46,977.898 

1876      .. 

2,487,807 

81,946,998 

281,866 

2,480,117 

46,604,696 

I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  any  details  as  to  the  import  trade  from 
1866  to  1870. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  in  each  of  those  years  was  as 
follows : — 

Roubles. 

1866 12,798,000 

1867 21,889,000 

1868 20,431,000 

1889 

1870 30,688,606 
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The  oowmittee  of  imde  and  manufaotures  of  Odessa  haviog  lately 
drawn  up  and  submitted  to  the  imperial  council  of  trade  and  mann- 
faetuMt  «  aMinerandttm  on  the  decline  of  the  commerce  of  Odessa, 
cotttajning  very  detailed  stateaoents  of  the  yarious  hindrances  to  trade 
and  maa«facturing  industry,  1  think  that  such  a  document  drawn  up 
hj  those  who  are  naturally  so  well  acquainted  mth  the  trading  con- 
ditions of  the  place  will  be  more  yaluable  to  commerce  in  general  than 
an  ordinary  commercial  report  by  myself. 

I  thereibie  append  it  (Appendix  I.),  confining  my  remarks  to  certain 
elucidations  and  criticisms  of  it. 

The  translation  is  a  somewhat  free  one,  and  many  details  are  omitted 
but  it  can  be  rdlied  on  as  giving  the  exact  sense  of  the  arguments  of 
the  committee. 

The  whole  charge  against  the  railway  and  steam  navigation  com- 
SDY  is  omitted,  as  those  companies  have  published  an  answer  which 
'rntiy  disproves  the  greater  part  of  the  allegations  as  to  their  hdgh 
chatves  and  general  mismanagement* 

The  part  relating  to  the  costom-house  is  almost  literally  repro- 
duced, and  sfaowB  that  my  predecessors  and  myself  were  fully  justified 
in  the  complaints  we  from  time  to  time  made  against  it. 

I  ateo  append  a  most  instructive  account  of  the  banking  system  in 
South  iBussia  by  Mr.  Yioe-Coneul  Webster,  of  Kherson.  (Appendix  II.) 

This  ffentleman  has  beta  in  business  in  South  Russia  for  many 
years,  and  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  subject  he  has  written  on. 

n  is  interesting  as  giving  details  of  a  banking  fijstem  in  inany 
respects  quite  tlifereut  to  that  of  England. 

In  addition  to  those  ho  has  mentionedv  there  are  the  town  com- 
munal banks,  which  are  perhaps  the  most  extraordinary  creation  of 
aA,  uniting  the  functions  of  a  commercial  bank,  a  mortgage  real  atid 
penenal  property  bank,  and  a  pawnbroker's  establishment ;  the  wbdo 
witii  the  not  excessive  capital  ox  10,000  r. 

In  examining  the  memorandum  of  the  committee,  I  feel  compelled 
to  demur  to  the  very  starting  point  of  their  argument — viz.,  that 
Odessa  is  in  a  state  of  hopeless  decline  unless  a  manufacturing  industry 
be  created. 

It  is  true  that  she  is  suffering  from  three  successive  bad  harvests, 
and  s«ch  a  calamity  would  be  severely  felt  in  any  country;  more 
especially  would  it  be  felt  in  a  country  wbere  the  staple  trade  is  tbe 
exiportation  of  cereals. 

It  may  also  be  that  under  present  conditions  Odessa  is  unable  to 
cempete  with  the  United  States,  and  I  expressed  my  fears  in  this  sense 
in  my  Commercial  !Report  for  last  year,  but  I  meant  under  the  existing* 
state  of  agriculture  here. 

Were  this  improved,  I  see  no  reason  why  she  should  not  be  able  to 
cesapete  with  them.  South  Bussia  has,  equally  with  them,  an  immense 
amount  of  virgin  soil  and  a  climate  generally  propitious.  She  has  a 
chsaper  labour  market,  and  waler  and  ndlway  carriage,  which  can  be 
muck  further  developed. 

Her  agricultural  population  certainly,  if  intelligent,  as  the  oom- 
miitee  say  they  are,  are  not  highly  skilied,  and  much  might,  mmch 
nmflt,  be  done  in  this  direction. 

There  should  be  a  radieal  refionn  in  the  whole  system  of  Russian 
agriculture. 

The  ideas  of  the  peasantry  on  this  subject  should  be  changed,  and 
mudi  of  the  old  routine  got  rid  ef.    It  must  be  remembered  that  in 

naa  a  lai^e  portion  of  tke  aeil  is  owned  by  jpeaaants. 

The  OCTaawnuBl  ^tem,  wfasch^  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  have 
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studied  deeply  the  question^  is  responsible  for  much  evil  in  many  parts 
of  Sussia,  here  only  exists  in  a  modified  form. 

The  German  colonists,  having  more  agricoltaral  knowledge,  perhaps 
more  sober  and  less  wasteful  habits,  and  not  being  bound  by  their 
religion  to  abstain  from  labour  for  one-third  of  the  year,  managed 
generally  to  get  profits  even  out  of  the  bad  crops  of  the  late  years. 

The  committee  ver^  properly  point  out  that  more  attention  should 
be  paid  to  cattle  breeding,  and  that  the  excise  duty  on  salt,  so  essential 
for  their  cattle,  should  l^  remitted.  At  present  salt  which  costs  from 
4  c.  to  6  c.  per  pood  at  the  Odessa  salt  Jakes,  pays  an  excise  duty  of 
30  c.  (or  10^.)  per  pood  of  36  lbs. 

The  committee  are  desirous  of  Taryin?  the  conditions  of  trade  at 
Odessa  by  developing  a  manufacturing  mdustry  and  getting  for  it 
State  aid  in  some  lorm  or  other. 

With  this  object  in  view,  and  indeed  it  is  the  alpha  and  omega 
of  their  memorandum,  they  have  brought  into  strong  relief  all  the 
shadows  of  the  picture  they  have  painted,  omitting  to  show  as  contrasts 
any  of  the  brignter  tints  which  those  who  take  a  more  hopeful  view  of 
the  future  agricultural  prosperity  of  the  country  would  have  shown. 

Thus  though  many  landed  proprietors  have  suffered  severely  from 
the  bad  harvests,  and  their  estates  have  not  in  general  benefited  by  the 
large  advances  made  by  the  banks,  the  greater  part  of  the  funds  so 
obtained  having  been  thrown  away  in  Paris  or  elsewhere,  and  specu- 
lators have  failed  to  make  profits  out  of  the  com,  and  other  specubtors 
who  built  houses  with  bprrowed  money  have  suffered  from  tne  decline 
of  rents,  not  yet,  however,  fallen  to  their  normal  value  before  1871,  yet 
I  do  not  see  the  usual  signs*  of  a  state  of  general  poverty  among  the 
peode. 

The  rate  of  wages  is  still  high.  The  price  of  provisions  has  not 
fallen ;  and  the  fact  that  there  are  warehoused  here  ]  ,500,000  quarters 
of  grain,  and  in  other  parts  of  South  Sussia  2,500,000  quarters  waiting 
for  a  better  sale,  shows  that  there  is  still  a  large  reserve  fund  of  money, 
and  it  is  noticeable  that  this  grain  is  not  the  property  of  capitalists, 
but  of  men  of  comparatively  small  means. 

The  figures  given  bv  the  committee  as  to  the  relative  progress  in 
the  English  market  of  Kussian  and  American  com  hardhr  appear  to  me 
to  justify  the  conclusion  they  draw  from  them,  that  Kussian  com  is 
being  steadily  driven  out. 

Tbev  start  from  1867,  when  Bussian  com  figured  for  44  per  cent 
of  the  English  requirements,  and  American  14  per  cent.,  and  they  show 
that  in  1873  Sussian  com  was  only  21  per  cent,  and  American  was 
44  per  cent.,  but  they  also  show  that  51  per  cent,  of  the  com  imported 
into  England  in  1872  was  Bussian.  This  cannot  be  called  a  steady 
decline  from  1867. 

In  1878-4-5  the  yield  in  Bussia  generally  was  much  below  the 
average. 

The  committee  moreover  ignore  the  fact  that  the  com  from  Dantzig 
and  Konigsberg  appears  in  the  English  returns  as  from  Oermany^ 
whereas  in  reality  it  is  from  Bussia. 

That  the  United  States  are  capable  of  exporting  much  more  com 
than  they  do  is  undoubted,  but  the  same  may  be  said  of  Bussia,  and  the 
question  is  whether  the  United  States  can  send  to  the  English  market 
tne  com  required  at  a  price  so  low  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  Bussia 
to  attempt  to  compete  with  them. 

I  do  not  think  the  figures  ^iven  by  the  committee  at  all  prove  this. 
There  is  no  doubt  poverty  in  some  districts  of  this  large  province ; 
in  fact,  subscriptions  are  being  now  coUected  for  the  relief  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


0DBB9A.  431 

peasaDtrj  who  have  saflfered  from  the  scarcitj  of  the  crops  since  1872.; 
oat  this  does  not  affect  my  contention  that  Odessa  is  only  suffering 
firom  a  temporary  cause,  and  is  not  in  the  state  of  hopeless  decline 
asserted  hy  the  committee. 

In  a  preceding  part  of  this  report,  I  have  given  with  some  detail  the 
returns  of  the  export  and  import  trade  at  Odessa  during  the  last  ten 
years,  and  they  show,  as  to  exports,  that  those  for  1875  are  actually 
higher  than  in  any  year  previous  to  1870,  and  that  they  were  only 
exceeded  in  the  years  187(>-l-2. 

As  to  imports  they  are  higher  than  in  any  year  previous  to  1872, 
since  when  there  has  heen  a  successive  decline. 

The  great  increase  in  that  year  as  compared  with  previous  years  was 
in  fruit,  wines  and  spirits,  jewellery,  washed  leather,  cotton,  silk,  woollen 
and  linen  manufactures,  and  railway  and  other  iron. 

The  large  import  trade  of  1872  can  he  explained  by  the  sudden 
acquisition  of  wealth  by  those  unaccustomed  to  it,  and  the  consequent 
demands  for  western  luxuries  in  addition  to  rails  required  for  new 
railways,  and  all  the  accessories  for  the  new  buildings  and  business 
establishments  which  sprung  up  rapidly. 

I  do  not  at  all  contest  the  assertion  of  the  committee  that  ship- 
owners and  foreign  merchants  distrust  the  Odessa  custom-house,  but  I 
join  issue  with  them  in  their  statement  that  they  are  actually  driven 
away  by  it,  believing  on  the  contrary  that  a  good  harvest  will  again 
cause  a  large  demand  for  western  goods,  and  that  in  that  case  ship- 
owners and  consigners  will  be  found  to  risk  even  the  perils,  losses, 
delays,  and  penalties,  not  only  of  the  Odessa  custom-house,  but  of.  other 
Odessa  "  customs." 

How  far  increased  manufacture  in  Bussia  may  have  affected  the ' 
import  trade  I  have  not  data  to  speak  with  any  exactness — ^raw  cotton 
to  the  value  of  4,099,002  r.   was  imported  in    1875    against    only 
2,860,000  r.  in  1874,  yet  only  1,740,000  r.  of  coals  against  upwards  of 
2,000,000  r.  in  1874. 

Again,  as  to  the  poverty  of  the  proprietors  of  land,  it  is  true  that 
the  land  banks  hold  nearlv  6,000  estates  and  houses  in  mortgage,  and 
that  they  are  frequently  advertized  for  sale,  but  it  is  equally  true  that 
of  this  large  number  mortgaged  only  187  have  been  actually  sold  during 
the  last  ten  years,  the  proprietors  bein^  generally  able  at  the  last 
moment  to  satisfy  the  immeoiate  claims  of  the  banks  on  them. 

Should  the  next  harvest,  however,  be  a  failure,  it  is  probable  some 
more  estates  will  be  sold,  possibly  without  disadvantage  to  the  country 


With  regard  to  shipbuilding,  the  committee  are  slightly  in  error  in 
saying  that  the  state  has  withdrawn  all  aid  in  the  shape  of  loans. 

At  Kherson,  for  instance,  state  aid  is  obtainable  on  favourable  terms 
to  complete  a  vessel  that  has  arrived  at  a  certain  stage  of  construction. 

That  there  is  some  field  for  maritime  enterprise  would  appear  from 
the  fact  that  the  150  r.  shares  of  the  Bussian  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany are  now  firm  at  555  r.,  and  were  the  enormous  subsidy  enjoyed 
oy  them  curtailed,  a  large  portion  of  the  coasting  trade  could  be  carried 
in  sailing  ships,  and  tne  £reight  for  certain  merchandise  would  be 
reduced. . 

To  have  coasting  vessels,  however,  there  must  be  seamen,  and  not 
the  least  of  the  many  errors  chargeable  to  the  custom-house  is  that 
their  regulations  almost  forbid  the  formation  of  such  a  class. 

They  render  impossible  a  deep  sea  fishing  industry*  No  fishing 
smacks  are  ever  seen  here. 

The  whole  c(  ast  is  rigorously  guarded  by  soldiers,  who  prevent  any 


Digitized  by 


Google 


432 

one  landing  even  from  an  open  pleasure  boat,  exo^t  witk  special  ] 
^fining  the  exact  landing  place. 

An  English  yacht  yentured  here  last  sammer.  I  fear  her  experieooe 
of  the  customs  department  will  deter  others  from  coming. 

The  few  fishermen,  mostly  Greeks,  who  ply  their  trade  in  small 
boats  close  to  the  shore,  can  only  land  at  certain  defined  places. 

For  distant  and  deep  sea  fishing  large  boats  are  required,  and  in 
case  of  adverse  winds  or  storms  they  should  be  allowed  to  run  for  one 
of  the  numerous  bays  and  creeks,  where  they  could  land  and  either  sell 
their  fish  in  the  vicinity,  or  take  it  speedily  by  land  carriage  to  the 
Odessa  market.  They  are  debarred  from  this,  and  the  risk  of  no  sole 
for  some  days'  labour  would  be  too  great  for  them  to  venture  on  such 
an  enterprise. 

The  Black  Sea  Yacht  Ohib  lately  established  here  imder  imperul 
statutes  has  special  privileges  as  to  landing,  and  if  it  prospers,  wilt  be  a 
good  school  for  seamen.  The  upper  classes  have  entered  into  it  with 
•considerable  £est. 

Much  improvement  is  certainly  needed  in  the  law  relating  to  bills  of 
exchange, '  and  may  be  shortly  expected,  as  the  law  has  been  vnder 
revision  for  three  years  at  St.  Petersburg. 

It  would  also  be  desirable  to  remove  some  of  the  difficulties  attemding 
an  action  brought  by  absent  plaintiffs  against  residents  here. 

That  Odessa  and  South  Russia  generally  would  be  benefited  by  the 
creation  of  a  successful  manufacturing  industry  is  undoubted,  but  I 
•cannot  see  the  same  grounds  for  anticipating  success  as  the  committee 
do,  and  there  is  a  taint  of  further  protective  measures  in  the  memo- 
randum which  should  be  guarded  against.  It  would  be  more  for  the 
real  interest  of  South  Bussia  to  free  the  import  trade  from  the  heavy 
tariff  which  now,  except  in  years  of  exceptional  prosperity,  almost 
excludes  it,  and  to  retain  only  sufficient  to  give  an  incentive  to  good 
work,  which  is  now  absent,  the  consequence  being  inferior  work  at  a 
high  price. 

Again,  the  word  crisis  appears  frequently  in  the  memorandum. 

Kow  I  submit  there  has  been  no  general  crisis  in  the  ordinary 
meaning  of  the  word.  Several  speculators  on  borrowed  money  have 
failed,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  one  good  house  doing  business  on  a 
proper  principle  failing. 

The  bonds  of  the  three  local  banks  stand  high  and  are  as  foUows  :— 

Odetta  Mortgage  Bank         M 

BesBarabo-Taurida  Bank        98 

Khezson  Land  Bank 8di 

These  hold  mortgages  on  land  and  houses  to  the  aggregate  value  of 
900,000,000  r.,  and  the  price  at  which  these  bonds  are  quoted  shows 
that  such  property  is  still  considered  valuable  security. 

That  trade  generally  is  dull  there  ia  no  contesting.  Every  shop- 
keeper laments  it;  but  the  ^ct  is,  that  in  what  is  called  Odessa's 
golaen  age,  and  a  hard  time  it  appears  to  have  been  for  those  with 
moderate  fixed  incomes,  people  were  living  beyond  their  ioeomee, 
finding  it  pleasant  and  easy  for  a  time  i,o  make  a  display  on  borrowed 
money. 

The  banks  have  ceased  their  advances,  and  the  luxury  of  a  short 
time  ago  has  ceased  with  the  stoppage  of  suppHes. 

With  regard  to  the  institution  of  a  ^Credit  Mobilitr"  nature 
which  the  committee  suggest  should  be  introduced  here,  I  apprehend 
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8U0I1  an  institution  is  well  suited  to  a  country  haying  abundance  of 
skilled  labour  seeking  employment,  but  at  Odessa  where  the  committee 
admit  the  population  to  be  *'  sparse  and  unsettled,"  where  the  relations 
between  employer  and  workman  are  ill  defined,  and  all  in  favour  of  the 
latter,  where  at  the  first  good  harvest  they  would  nearly  all  run  away 
from  their  employ ;  where  the  capitalists  are  *'  mistrustful  and  ignor- 
ant of  any  kind  of  industry ; "  where  fuel  is  dear  and  water  has  to  be 
bought,  and  where  there  are  no  markets  in  the  vicinity  for  its  manu- 
factures, I  cannot  believe  with  the  committee  that  industrial  under- 
takings will  be  developed  to  the  extent  they  anticipate. 

I  should  fear,  on  the  contrary,  that  by  entering  on  them  under  the 
un£urourable  conditions  I  have  mentioned,  the  capital  made  by  the 
grain  trade  might  be  swallowed  up. 

The  results  of  industrial  undertakings  hith»*to  at  Odessa  have  not 
been  encouraging^. 

Iron  foundries  and  engineers*  establishments  cannot  compete  with 
the  agencies  established  here  of  English  engineers  such  as  Bansome  and 
Sims,  Clayton  and  Shuttleworth,  Eobery  and  Company. 

Soap  and  stearine  candle  manufactories,  paper  mills,  linseed  oil 
mills,  saw  mills  have  failed. 

The  proprietor  of  the  only  wool  washing  establishment  here  was  so 
dissatisfied  with  the  result  that  he  hanged  himself,  as  did  the  principal 
importer  of  colonial  goods. 

Brewers,  sweetmeat  and  Bussian  biscuit  manufiicturers,  and  distillers 
of  smrits,  have  done  furly  well. 

To  expect  Odessa  to  become  a  flourishing  centre  of  manufacturing 
industry  on  an  entirely  artificial  basis,  may,  I  think,  be  considered  a 
dbimera. 

The  committee  may  well  ask  the  State  to  show  them  the  way,  for 
they  do  not  seem  able  to  suggest  any  particular  branch  of  industry,  and 
appear  rductant  to  refer  to  more  than  one  of  the  industrial  ventures  in 
which  Odessa  capitalists  have  embarked  their  money  up  to.  the  present 
time. 

The  only  steps  advocated  by  the  committee  are  at  best  but  palliative, 
and  may  be  summed  up  in  a  State  loan. 

In  this  some  prijses  would  doubtless  be  drawn,  but  it  is  very  un- 
certain if  the  State  would  recover  all  its  advances  from  such  a  loan,  or 
if  it  would  be  really  beneficial  to  the  country. 

My  information,  moreover,  leads  me  to  the  belief  that  it  has  been 
the  policy  of  the  Government  of  late  to  eschew  the  system  of  inter- 
ference and  tutelage,  being  desirous  to  develop  self-reliance  and  self- 
government;  as  far  as  they  think  compatible  with  the  state  of  the 
•country. 

Very  few  words  will  suffice  for  the  custom-house.  It  has  not  found 
any  one  courageous  enough  to  attempt  to  disprove  the  ver^  heavy  in- 
dictments brought  against  it  by  the  committee,  and  I  certainly  cannot 
attempt  it. 

A  radical  reform  in  its  spirit  as  well  as  in  its  forms  is  urgently 
needed. 

I  can  corroborate  from  personal  experience  the  statement  of  the 
committee,  that  the  cost  of  goods  from  the  ship  to  the  consignee's 
house,  exclusive  of  a  duty  of  from  35  to  100  per  cent.,  ofben  exceeds 
the  cost  from  England  to  the  port  of  Odessa.  * 
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The  most  important  of  these  in  progress  or  authorized  within  this 
consular  district  during  the  last  year  are,  besides  the  continued  works 
of  the  port  at  Odessa,  the  deepening  of  the  mouth  of  the  estuary  of  the 
Dnieper  and  Boug,  and  the  aeepening  of  the  entrance  of  the  Dnieper 
itself;  the  railway  to  Sebastopol;  the  deepening  of  the  channel  of 
Kerteh  Straits;  tlhe  construction  of  a  port  at  Poti;  the  Tiflis-Baku 
railway,  and  the  Tiflis-Djulfa  railway  to  the  Persian  frontier. 

Her  Majesty's  consular  ofBcers  at  Nicblaieff,  Kerteh,  and  Poti 
respectiyely  will  doubtless  give  full  details  as  to  the  works  on  the 
Dnieper  and  Boug,  at  Kerteh,  and  in  the  Caucasus,  but  as  I  lately  paid 
a  yisit  to  the  Crimea,  with  special  relation  to  the  effect  the  opening  of 
the  Sebastopol  railway  and  the  conyersion  of  Sebastopol  into  a  &st- 
class  commercial  port  would  haye  on  the  carrying  trade  of  the  Sea  of 
Azoff  and  on  the  commerce  of  Odessa,  I  report  the  opinion  I  formed. 

There  is  certainly  much  difference  of  opinion  as  to  any  commercial 
importance  that  Sebastopol  will  deriye  from  the  railway,  but  my  own, 
after  much  conyersation  on  the  subject,  personal  examination  of  the 
localities,  and  study  of  figures  is,  that  it  must  attract  a  large  portion  of 
the  trade  which  now  finds  exit  at  the  Azoff  ports,  and  that  it  will  com- 
pete favourably  with  Odessa  and  Nicolaieff  for  the  import  trade. 

For  the  export  trade  it  will  not  enter  into  competition  with  them, 
its  radius  being  north  and  east,  and  bounded  by  the  Dnieper. 

With  the  view  of  promoting  and  carrying  the  import  trade,  a  com- 
pany is  in  formation  to  run  steamers  direct  between  Sebastopol  and 
Constantinople. 

I  was  much  struck  with  the  active  movement  displayed  there,  and, 
whatever  may  be  the  opinion  at  Odessa  on  the  suDJect,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  municipality,  the  railway  authorities,  and  the  inha- 
bitants of  Sebastopol  expect  and  are  preparing  for  a  large  trade. 

Most  extensive  custom-houses  and  warehouses  are  being  built 
there.    Uood  roads  are  being  made  to  the  wharves. 

Quays  a  mile  in  length,  faced  with  concrete,  alongside  which  the 
largest  steamers  can  moor,  are  now  completed. 

The  railway  is  brought  along  the  quay,  passing  the  doors  of  the 
warehouses,  so  as  to  reduce  to  a  niinimum  the  cost  of  loading. 

A  large,  handsome  hotel  is  in  construction,  houses  are  springing 
up  in  every  direction,  the  ruins  are  being  repaired,  and  high  prices 
are  asked  for  plots  of  ground  for  building  purposes. 

The  only  bank  in  the  Crimea  has  recently  been  established  there. 
The  argument  of  those  who  maintain  that  Sebastopol  will  have  a 
large  commerce,  is  based  on  the  advantages  it  offers  oyer  Taganrog  and 
other  Azoff  ports  for  the  rapid  carriage  and  cheap  loading  of  grain,  it 
being  estimated  that  the  cost  from  the  train  to  the  ship  will  not 
exceed  5  c.  a  chetwert,  in  addition  to  its  being  much  nearer  Con8t:m- 
tinople  than  the  others,  and  having  a  magnificent  harbour  accessible 
and  sheltered  in  all  weathers  and  throughout  the  year ;  whereas  the 
others  are  but  open,  shallow  roadsteads,  where  vessels  must  anchor 
from  five  to  twenty  miles  from  the  shore,  adding  immensely  to  the  cost 
of  loading.  The  Sea  of  Azoff  is,  moreover,  frozen  for  four  months  in 
the  year. 

For  the  import  trade  and  passenger  traffic  to  northern,  central, 
and  eastern  Eussia  it  offers  undoubted  advantages  over  Odessa  and 
Nicolaieff.  It  is  eighty  miles  nearer  Constantinople  than  Odessa,  and 
140  miles  nearer  than  Nicolaieff.    It  is  nearer  by  rail  to  St.  Peters- 
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burgh,  Moscow,  Kharkoff  than  Odessa  is,  and  is  never  frozen  as  Odessi^ 
occaBiooallj  is. 

This  winter,  for  instance,  Odessa  harbour  was  frozen  up  for  three 
weeks  in  January,  and  again  for  ten  days  in  Eebruary.  The  pratique, 
or  coasting  harbour,  has  been  inaccessible  from  the  beginning  of  the 
winter. 

Nicohiieff  is  a  formidable  competitor  for  the  import  trade,  as  it  is 
145  versts  nearer  Moscow  than  Sebastopol  is,  but  the  lightening  at  the 
bar  of  the  Boug-Dnieper  estuary  adds  greatly  to  the  cost  of  cargoes. 
Even  should  this  bar  be  removed,  there  mil  remain  the  great  drawback 
that  it  is  frozen  up  for  about  four  months  every  year. 

The  same  objection  applies  to  Kherson,  which,  I  understand,  is  to 
be  made  a  port  for  foreign  vessels,  300,000  r.  having  been  assigned  for 
the  purpose  of  deepening  the  chnanel  at  the  mouth. 

The  town  is  admirably  situated  for  commerce  on  the  banks  of  a 
splendid  river  navigable  for  a  great  distance,  and  which  can  be  increased 
by  the  canalization,  of  a  certain  portion  where  rapids  now  impede 
navigation. 

The  river  approach,  however,  appeared  to  me  so  intricate  and 
shallow  as  to  require  an  infinitely  larger  sum  than  that  granted  before 
Kherson  can  become  a  port  for  large  vessels. 

The  great  advantages  Sebastopol  offers  over  TaAjanrog  are  shown  in 
the  following  figures,  supplied  to  me  bv  Mr.  Caz^,  Mayor  of  Sebastopol, 
which  I  have  talien  some  pains  to  veriiy,  and  believe  to  be  correct. 

They  show  the  extra  cost  of  loading  a  chetwert  (*72  of  an  imperial 
quarter)  at  Taganrog,  over  the  cost  of  loading  the  same  at  Sebastopol: — 

B.  c. 

1.  Csrriage  firom  railway  station  to  warehouse 0  16 

2.  Carriage  fix>m  warehouse  to  pier        0  15 

3.  Loading  into  barges,  and  nnloading  into  venels  in  the  roads,  and 

carriage  on  barges 0    80 

(N.B. — In  Spring  and  Antnnm  this  is  frequently  from  50  to  55). 

4.  Difference  of  freight^  55  c,  and  insurance  premium,  25  c,  owing  to 

the  loss  of  time  and  riska  of  loading  and  navigation  in  the  Sea 
[of  Axoff,  and  transhipment  at  Kertoh         0    80 

Total 1    40 

This  sum  of  1  r.  40  c,  at  existing  railway  charges,  would  suflSce  for 
the  carriage  of  a  chetwert  for  560  vorsts. 

A  glance  at  the  accompanying  map  will  show  that  Losovaia,  the 
junction  on  the  main  Kharkoff  Une  for  Sebastopol  and  Taganrog,  is 
560  versts  from  Sebastopol  and  887  from  Taganrog,  so  the  cost  of  a 
chetwert  of  Losovaia  com  on  board  at  Taganrog  will  exceed  the  cost  of 
the  same  on  board  at  Sebastopol  by  84  c,  being  the  charge  for  887 
versts.    This,  in  a  cargo  of  10,000  chetwerts,  would  amount  to  8,400  r. 

Again,  Nikitooka,  which  will  be  the  point  of  intersection  of  the 
Kharkoff-Taganrog  Une  and  the  new  Melitopol-Boresoblebsk  line,  is 
560  versts  from  Sebastopol,  and  163  from  Taganrog,  and  the  cost  of  a 
chetwert  on  board  at  Taganrog  will  exceed  the  cost  of  the  same  at 
Sebastopol  by  40  c. 

In  addition  to  this,  masters  of  ships  would  naturally  prefer  a  port 
with  all  the  facilities  of  Sebastopol  to  any  other  Buesian  port  in  the 
Black  Sea. 

It  seems,  therefore,  evident  that  Sebastopol  is  destined  to  be  the 
outlet  for  a  large  grain-growing  country. 

I  feel  quite  convinced  that  com  can  be  shipped  there  considerably 
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ohfiapev,  not  only  tn&a  at  the  Sea  of  AzoS  ports,  but  than  at  the  present 
prices  at  Odessa  and  Nicolaieff.  What  is  wanted  is  capital.  The 
Odessa  merchants  as  yet  keep  aloof  from  Sebastopol;  indeed,  the 
warehouses  are  barely  completed  there,  and  strangers  are,  foolishly/ 1 
think,  asked  a  high  price  for  the  warehouses  they  have  wished  to  rent. 
Should  capitalists  be  induced  to  go  there,  or  should  Sebastopol  itself 
find  sufiicient,  the  prices  of  loading  throughout  the  Kussian  ports  in 
the  Black  Sea  and  Azoff  would  probably  be  diminished. 

The  accompanying  map,  of  which  I  got  the  idea  from  Mr.  Gazy,  and 
whose  fibres  I  have  yerined  by  a  study  of  consular  reports  and  other 
authorities,  shows,  without  much  fatigue  to  the  eye,  the  average  amount 
of  com  exported  from  the  Asoff  ports,  the  amount  exported  from  each 
government  which  sends  com  to  the  Sea  of  Azof^  the  port  it  is  now 
exported  from,  and  the  amount  which  it  is  in  future  thought  will  go  by 
Seoastopol. 

To  ensure  this,  the  proposed  line  from  Melitopol  north-eastwarda 
should  be  made,  otherwise  much  that  Sebastopol  now  counts  upcm  will 
be  diverted  to  the  Dnieper  at  Alexandrowsk. 

Sebastopol,  again,  could  not  compete  with  Taganrog  and  other 
Azoff  ports  were  they  really  ports,  but  they  are  merely  roadsteads, 
where,  from  the  shallowness  of  the  water,  vessels  have  to  take  in  cargo 
from  ten  to  twenty  miles  distant. 

It  is  tme  they  might  be  made  into  ports,  but  the  cost  would  be 
enormous,  and  not  to  be  thought  of  in  the  present  state  of  the  Bussian 


It  is  greatly  in  favour  of  the  general  correctness  of  Mr.  Cain's 
views,  and  of  those  who  supported  him,  that,  after  a  critical  examination 
by  ft  council  of  ministers,  when  those  hostile  to  the  scheme  bad  every 
opportunity  of  demonstrating  any  flaw  in  it,  it  was  approved  of, 
Sebastopol  was  decreed  a  commercial  port,  a  grant  of  200,000  r.  was 
given  in  aid  of  the  necessary  works,  ana  the  construction  authorised  of 
the  important  line  from  Melitopol  to  Nikitbvka  and  Boresoblebsk. 

At  Odessa  itself  no  public  works  of  any  importance  were  brought 
to  a  conclusion  last  year. 

The  extension  of  the  outer  breakwater  and  the  formation  of  an 
additional  BX)aciou8  port  for  the  foreign  trade  are  progressing. 

The  paving  of  the  streets  is  advancing.  A  public  park  was  in- 
augurated by  the  emperor  on  the  20th  September. 

An  English  company  has  been  found  to  invest  its  money  in  the 
laying  of  fifty*six  miles  of  tramways  in  the  town  and  suburbs.  A  large 
open  foul  drain,  which  disgraces  the  town,  has  not  yet  be^i  covered  in, 
otherwise  Odessa  is  making  rapid  progress  in  that  material  improve- 
ment which  has  abeady  rendered  her  the  best  built,  most  cleanly,  and 
best  organised  town  in  Bussia. 

I  may  mention,  in  conclusion,  among  the  public  works  of  some 
utility,  our  modest  British  Seamen's  Home  and  Institute,  which  has 
been  built  at  a  cost  of  13,000  r.,  collected  amongst  the  English 
residents,  and  friends  in  England,  and  Eussian  well-wishers. 

It  will  probably  be  opened  next  month  and  we  hope  it  will  effect 
some  good. 

We  are  not  so  Quixotic  as  to  think  it  will  put  a  stop  to  drunkenness 
among  the  seamen,  but  we  believe  it  will  diminish  it. 

It  will  certainly,  if  not  made  disagreeable  by  over  minute  ref- 
lations, be  a  boon  to  distressed  seamen,  to  convalescents  from  hospital 
waiting  for  engagements,  who  will  have  a  dean  respectable  house  with 
home  comforts,  instead  of  the  dirty,  low,  nnoomfortable  places  to  which 
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this  ooQffilate  is  now  compelled  to  send  them.  Bv  the  steady  among 
the  seamen  it  will  be  welcomed  as  a  place  where  they  can  obtain  some 
rational  recreation.  Jf or  all  it  will  offer  a  means  of  ayoiding  temptation 
w^hich  is  thrust  upon  them  elsewhere. 

It  is  situated  within  the  quarantine  walls,  dose  to  the  shipping,  on 
ground  generously  given  by  the  town.  It  is,  as  are  most  similar 
English  institutions  out  of  England,  in  debt. 

In  discussing  the  alleged  decline  of  the  commerce  I  omitted  to 
state  one  cause  which  unless  checked  will  tend  to  diminish  the  export 
of  grain.  I  mean  the  bad  condition  in  which  certain  unscrupulous 
men  ship  the  grain,  notably  the  maize. 

Thia  has  beoome  so  notorious  that  a  gentleman  has  just  arrived 
from  England  to  inquire  into  it. 

Odessa,  March  4, 1876. 


Appeitdix  L 

Memorandum  sent  hf  tjie  Odessa  Chmmittee  on  Trade  and  Manufactures 
to  the  Oouneil  for  Trade  and  Manufactures  at  8t.  Petersburg, 
(Translated  from  the  Bnssian  by  Mr,  H.  W,  Hunt,  British  Vice' 
Consul  at  Odessa.) 

The  decline  in  the  trade  of  Odessa  to  which  the  committee  last  year 
called  the  attention  of  the  council  for  trade  and  manufactures  has  now 
beoome  ibo  serious  as  to  excite  the  most  anxious  fears  for  the  future, 
and  the  Odessa  committee  of  trade  and  manufacture  would  incur  the 
gravest  responsibility  towards  the  State  and  those  whose  interests  they 
are  bound  to  protect  were  thej  to  be  indifferent  to  such  a  matter. 

They,  therefore,  consider  it  not  only  their  positive  right  but  their 
absolute  duty  to  point  out  the  causes  which  in  tneir  opinion  have  led  to 
the  decUne,  and  of  the  means  which,  though  perhaps  only  to  a  limited 
degree  would  arrest  it. 

The  matter  being  of  such  paramount  importance,  not  only  for 
Odessa  but  for  the  whole  empire,  the  committee  are  convinced  that  the 
council  for  trade  and  manufacture  will  give  their  moat  serious  attention 
to  their  representations,  and  will  lay  them  before  Government  sup- 
ported by  the  weight  of  their  authority. 

The  present  state  of  affairs  at  Odessa  may  be  summed  up  in  a  few 
words,  viz.,  that  it  is  not  only  undergoing  a  temporary  crisis,  dependjing 
on  the  state  of  crops  here  and  abroad,  but  is  actually  entering  on  a 
period  of  absolute  decline,  which  will  be  fatal  to  it  unless  the  most 
energetic  and  instant  measures  are  taken  to  avert  it. 

^  this  memorandum  the  committee  will  have  the  honour  to  state 
what  those  measures  should  be,  but  they  will  first  point  out  those  facts 
which  justify  the  gloomy  view  they  have  taken  of  the  future  of  Odessa. 

The  suceess  of  the  trade  of  Odessa  as  of  any  other  place  depends  on 
the  conditions  on  which  it  contends  with  foreign  competitors. 

Until  lately  these  conditions  have  been  most  favourable  to  Odessa. 
South  Bussian  grain  held  the  first  place  in  the  world  as  to  quantity  and 
quality,  and  Odessa  was  nearly  tne  only  point  of  exportation  for  a 
large  tract  of  a  country. 

*  2  g2 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


488 


mrsBiA. 


This  is  now  changed.  On  the  one  side  Nicolaieff  and  Sebastopol 
have  become  ports  of  export,  on  the  other  the  development  of  railways 
has  enabled  our  grain  to  reach  its  foreign  consomera  bj  other  routes 
than  by  the  Black  Sea. 

Thus,  after  the  opening  of  the  Kief-Brest  railway,  it  was  found 
practicable  to  export  through  Konigsberg  grain  from  Kief,  of  which 
formerly  Odessa  was  the  sole  outlet. 

The  additional  railway  distance  is  counterbalanced  by  the  shortness 
of  the  sea  passage,  though,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  cost  of  transport  of 
a  chetwert  of  gi'ain  from  Kief  to  Odessa  was  last  year  2  p.j  whereas 
from  Eief  to  Konigsberg,  a  much  longer  distance,  it  was  1'90  r. 

The  difference  would  not  appear  to  be  great,  and  could  be  remedied 
by  lowering  the  railway  tariff,  but  to  this  must  be  added  the  serious 
difference  in  freight  from  the  two  ports ;  the  freight  from  Konigsberg 
to  England  being  less  than  half  that  from  Odessa,  or  in  the  proportion 
of  3  to  7. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  not  in  the  opening  of  these  new  outlets  for 
BuBsian  grain  that  the  committee  see  the  danger  to  Odessa.  Even 
were  Odessa  to  suffer  from  this,  the  committee  would  not  make  it  the 
subject  of  complaint.  The  possible  loss  to  Odessa  would  be  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  the  general  gain  to  the  producers  of  Bussian  grain. 

Moreover,  the  competition  of  Nicolaieff,  Sebastopol,  or  even  Koniss- 
berg,  could  not  prevent  Odessa  continuing  to  be  the  natural  outlet  for 
a  tract  of  country  quite  su£Bcient  for  a  large  remunerative  trade. 

The  real  danger  threatens  us  not  frt)m  those  places  which  serve  as 
dep6ts  for  the  sale  of  Bussian  grain,  but  from  other  competitors  for 
those  foreign  markets  which  have  hitherto  been  the  consumers  of  our 
produce. 

These  threaten  not  only  the  grain  trade  of  Odessa,  but  that  of  all 
Bussia. 

The  first  rank  among  these  competitors  is,  as  is  well  known,  held 
by  the  United  States  of  America. 

In  their  report  for  last  year  the  committee  pointed  out  that  the 
cause  of  the  continued  progress  of  the  United  States  is  the  increasing 
abundance  of  their  production.  With  a  population  half  that  of  Bussia 
the  United  States  produce  nearly  as  much  grain  as  the  latter. 

Last  year  their  produce  was  175,000,000  .hectolitres ;  that  of  Bussia, 
210,000,000  hectohtres.  The  Unite<l  States  can  therefore  export  their 
surplus  produce  at  prices  ruinous  to  us. 

Only  a  few  years  ago  the  United  States  held  a  secondary  position 
on  the  English  market,  which  is  the  most  important  for  us,*  but  after 
the  civil  war  the  state  of  affairs  began  to  change. 

Of  the  9,000,000  to  14,000,000  quarters  of  foreign  wheat  required 
by  England,  the  proportions  supplied  by  Bussia  and  the  United  States 
have  been  as  follows  during  the  last  seven  years : — 


1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1878 


Percent 
44 

82 
82 
38 
40 
fil 
21 


United 
StAtes. 


Percent. 
14 
18 
18 
21 


24 
44 
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The  oommittee  has  no  positive  informatioii  for  1874,  but  the  result 
is  probably  less  favourable  to  Bussia  tlian  that  of  1878. 

The  total  value  of  exports  of  graia  from  the  TJnited  States  has  been 
as  .follows : — 

DollaiB. 

1871 76,500,000 

1872 80,700,000 

1878 W,400,000 

1874 U6,a00,000 

Of  which  the  value  of  wheat  and  wheat  flour  was  in— 

BoUaib. 

1871 46,000,000 

1872 88,900,000 

1878 51,400,000 

1874 101,400,000 

It  must'be  remembered  that  the  financial  year  in  the  ITnited  States 
begins  on  the  1st  July,  so  the  exports  given  as  for  1874  are  for  the 
latter  half  of  1878  and  the  first  half  of  1874. 

The  above  figures  are  to  the  highest  degree  instructive.  They  show 
that  we  have  changed  positions  with  the  United  States.  She  has  now 
our  former  high  position  on  the  English  market,  whilst  we  must  put 
up  with  quite  a  secondary  position. 

WTiat  they  chiefly  prove,  however,  is  the  regular  progressive  move- 
ment of  America. 

Thev  show  that  we  have  to  deal  not  merely,  with  an  exceptional 
phase  depending  on  the  state  of  the  crops,  but  that  the  position 
acquired  by  Sussia  is  beyond  such  influence,  and  not  to  be  shaken. 

Wo  cannot  therefore  indulge  in  the  hope  that  even  a  most  pros* 
perous  harvest  in  Bussia  will  turn  the  scale  in  our  favour  and  restore 
us  to  our  former  position,  but  we  must  rather  believe  that  the  United 
States  will  take  a  still  higher  position  among  the  grain  producers  of 
the  world. 

Hitherto  all  the  North  American  com  destined  for  Europe  went  by 
rail  from  Chicago  to  New  York,  and  the  cost  of  freight  to  England  was 
so  hiffh  as  to  amount  to  three  times  the  value  of  the  grain  at  Chicago. 

This  year  they  have  begun  the  deepeuiug  the  mouths  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, for  which  Congress  has  granted  2,000,000  dol. 

On  the  coQipletion  of  these  works  there  will  be  cheap  water 
carriage  the  whole  way  from  Chicago,  and  the  cost  of  transport  to 
Europe  will  be  diminished  more  than  50  per  cent.  The  new  way  will 
moreover  bring  into  cultivation  many  millions  of  acres  of  virgin  soil  on 
the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries. 

It  is,  in  fact,  impossible  to  calculate  the  amount  of  grain  which 
America  will  be  able  to  export,  and  which  will  render  her  so  absolutely 
the  controller  of  the  prices  of  the  London  market  that  we  shall  be 
utterly  unable  to  compete  with  her. 

The  cheapness  ana  fertility  of  her  virgin  soil,  the  favourable  climate, 
the  high  class  of  agriculture,  substituting  where  possible  machinery  for 
human  labour,  the  spirit  of  enterprise  and  aptitude  for  organizing 
business  of  the  Americans,  are  so  many  proofs  that  the  fears  of  the 
committee  are  well  grounded. 

Witness,  for  instance,  the  struggle  now  going  on  between  the 
the  graingers'  association  and  the  railway  companies,  in  which  the 
former  have  compelled  the  companies  to  make  important  concessions  in 
favour  of  grain  carriage.  Sec.  &c.  Ac. 

[Here  several  reasons  are  given  for  expecting  a  largely  increased 
exportation  of  grain  from  America.] 
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The  following  will  be  the  result :— The  com  trade  of  Odessa  and  of 
Eussia  generally  will  share  the  fate  of  our  wool  trade. 

As  Australia,  South  Africa,  and  South  America  have  driven  our 
wool  from  the  markets  of  "Western  Europe,  so  wiU  the  United  Stated 
drive  from  them  our  com  trade. 

The  other  competitors  are  comparatively  unimportant,  jret  must  not 
be  altogether  ignored,  especially  as  they  are  daily  increasing. 

Wheat  from  Chili,  South  Australia,  and  India  now  competes  with 
ours,  the  latter  with  some  success  in  a  kind  of  ^;rain  in  which  the  Azoff! 
district  was  formerly  the  sole  exporter,  viz.,  white  wheat. 

The  rapid  progress  of  this  competition  is  shown  from  the  fact  that 
in  1872-3,  Kurrachee  exported  55,000  chetwerts,  none  of  which  went 
to  Europe.    In  1873-4  she  exported  to  Europe  251,000  chetwerts. 

Odessa  thus  having  been  shown  to  have  lost  her  importance  as  a 
grain  exporter,  must  endeavour  to  alter  the  character  of  her  trade  to 
vary  and  enlarge  it,  and  it  becomes  the  dufcy  of  the  State  and  of  the 
public  to  co-operate  in  the  steps  necessary  for  such  change. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  though  the  exportation  of  com 
must  neces8fu*ily  continue  to  be  a  leading  feature  of  our  trade,  the 
whole  capital  should  not  be  invested  in  it,  nor  Odessa  be  solely  depen- 
dent on  that  one  branch  of  trade. 

The  import  tirade  should  be  developed  and  a  manufacturing  industry 
created. 

The  committee  would  not  urge  this  did  they  not  possess  fuel  daia 
for  believiiig  that  by  vrise  measures  taken  in  time  the  desired  results 
would  be  obtained. 

Odessa  is  the  nearest  port,  excepting  Sebastopol,  for  the  raw 

§  reduce  which  £ussia  requires,  and  Odessa  has  the  advantage  over 
ebastopol  of  being  able  to  give  more  homeward  cargo  in  rehirn  for 
the  goods  supplied. 

There  is  no  reason  why  Odessa,  unless  impeded  by  artificial  restric- 
tions, should  not  become  such  a  dep6t  for  tea,  Egyptian  and  Indian 
cotton,  coffee,  and  colonial  goods  as  Liverpool  is  for  American  produce. 

With  re^^Burd  to  manu^cturing  industry,  Odessa  is  perhaps  not  so 
favourably  situated  by  nature,  ^ere  are  no  mineral  treasures  in  its 
immediate  neighbourhood  or  cheap  motive  power.  Nevertheless,  there 
is  feir  ground  to  hope  for  success.  There  is  abundance  of  capital,  an 
iutelligent  population,  and  advantageous  geographical  position  for  the 
transport  of  raw  material  and  the  sale  of  the  manufactured  article. 

Fuel  is,  as  regards  Kief  and  other  centres  of  trade  in  South 
Western  Russia,  cheaper  in  the  proportion  of  6  to  7,  and  will  become 
cheaper  as  the  coal-mines  are  developed. 

The  high  position  also  attained  by  such  manufSactures  as  do  exist  at 
Odessa,  notably  that  of  ultramarine,  is  a  simificant  proof  that  not- 
withstanding her  resources  being  almost  exclusively  employed  on  the 
corn  trade,  she  can  still  excel  in  manu&ctures. 

The  above  facts  merelv  show  that  it  is  possible  to  effect  that  change 
in  the  trade  of  Odessa  which  the  committee  consider  indispensable  to 
prevent  the  ruin  threatened  by  the  diminution  of  the  com  trade. 

To  convert  this  possibility  into  a  certainty,  every  opportunity  must 
be  seized,  fostered,  and  encouraged  to  the  utmost  If  we  let  slip  one 
opportunity  and  remain  passive,  ruin  will  soon  overtake  Odessa.  Her 
streets  will  become  empty,  her  houses  valueless,  capital  will  desert  it, 
and  the  100,000,000  r.  spent  on  the  harbours,  warehouses,  iSbc.,  will  be 
thrown  away. 

What  measures  should  be  taken  forms  too  vast  a  subject  to  treat 
exhaustively  in  this  memorandum. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


oraesA*  441 

^  Thd  committee  will  point  out  some  of  the  most  import^n^  but  will 
.6111^7  call  attention  to  the  existing  hindrances  to  trade  at  OdetsA. 
We  must  prepare  the  way  by  removing  those  hindrances.  Th6y  con- 
sist in — 

1.  The  unsatis&ctoiy  state  of  our  communication. 

2.  The  modus  operandi  of  the  Odessa  custom-house. 

3.  The  deploraole  state  of  our  credit. 

[As  to  the  first,  the  Bussian  Trading  and  Steam  Nayigation  Oom- 
pany,  who  also  work  the  Odessa  railway,  and  in  whose  hands  is  practi- 
cally all  the  immediate  Railway  communication  with  Odessa  and  the 
coasting  trade,  having  prepared  and  published  an  answer  which  satis- 
&ctorily  disproves  the  majoritv  of  the  accusations  brought  against  them 
by  the  committee,  it  would  be  manifestly  unfair  to  insert  here  the 
accusation  wichput  the  defence,  and  the  latter  being  very  lengthy  and 
ig;oing  into  statistical  details  which  would  take  up  too  much  space  to 
reproduce  here,  I  abstain  irom  copying  the  accusations,  the  more  so  as 
they  are  not  specially  interesting  to  commerce  in  general.  They  will 
doubtless  be  critically  inquired  into  at  St.  Petersburg.] 

n. 

In  calling  attention  to  the  hindrances  of  import  trade  and  manu- 
facturing in£istry  ac  Odessa,  caused  by  the  Odessa  custom-house,  it  is 
not  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the 
existing  tariff,  though  doubtless  for  the  furtherance  of  the  manufSuN 
turing  mdustry  some  paragraphs  would  require  revising,  but  whicb  and 
in  what  sense  the  committee  is  not  yet  in  a  position  to  state. 

These  details  are  matters  for  future  consideration,  and  the  com- 
mittee now  only  express  an  opinion  that  the  principle  of  our  custom 
house  procedure  is  open  to  question. 

For  the  present  it  is  sufficient  to  point  out  the  alterations  whic 
must  be  made  in  the  custom-house  formalities  without  calling  in 
question  the  spirit  of  our  custom-house  legislation. 

These  formalities  are  so  numerous  and  weigh  so  heavily  on  the 
import  trade,  that  if  they  continue  no  considerable  import  trade  is 
possible. 

Chief  among  them  is  the  Artel  (Association  of  Workmen)  which 
has  a  monopoly  of  the  custom-house  work. 

The  merchants  have  constantly  complained,  protested,  and  petitioned 
against  this  oppresive  monopoly. 

The  principal  things  complained  of  were : — 

Ist.  The  additional  expense  caused  by  it. 

Notwithstanding  the  tariff  fixed  b^  the  custom-house  department, 
the  price  paid  never  corresponds  to  it,  moreover,  the  tariff  itself  is 
inapplicable  to  the  conditions  of  the  trade  here. 

The  cost  of  the  necessary  custom-house  formalities  is  on  the  average 
seven  tines,  for  some  classes  of  goods  eleven  times,  more  than  before 
this  association  was  formed. 

In  1873,  a  special  commission  of  merchants,  presided  over  by  Admiral 
Tchihatchof^  investigated  the  question  of  the  Artel,  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  annnal  sum  paid  to  the  Artel  amounted  to  400,000  r., 
and  this  for  no  service  rendered,  as  the  Artel  in  no  way  dispenses  with 
the  necessity  of  employing  the  workmen  who  were  employed  before  the 
institution  of  the  AJrtel. 

The  director  of  the  Odessa  customs  circuit  considered  this  an  ex- 
cessive estimate  (though  it  is  taken  from  positive  data),  and  estimated 
the  annual  profits  of  the  Artel  at  180,000  r. 
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Eren  admitting  the  correctness  of  this  smaller  sum,  it  is  still  Ywy 
large,  and  constitd^s  a  special  tax  on  the  trade  of  Odem,  there  being 
no  similar  association  at  other  ports  of  the  Black  Sea  and  Sea  of  Azoff. 

In  reality,  however,  the  sum  is  even  larger  than  that  estimated, 
otherwise  the  shares  of  the  assodation  would  not  have  risen  from  1,000 
to  8,000  r. 

2nd. 'Differences  between  the  receivers  of  goods  and  the  Artel, 
either  on  account  of  char^pes  in  excess  of  the  ti^iff,  or  for  damage  or 
loss  of  goods  while  passuiff  through  their  hands,  are  decided  hj  the 
custom-house,  and  as  no  daim  can  be  entertained  unless  instituted 
bdbre  the  soods  have  left  the  custom-house,  it  often  happens  that  in 
the  hnrry  cS  clearing  goods,  the  damage  sustained  cannot  be  ascertained, 
and  when  the  package  is  opened  and  the  loss  ascertained,  the  right  to 
ehdm  redress  has  lapsed. 

Should,  moreover,  the  receiver  in  order  to  obtain  quickly  his  goods 
pay  an  incorrect  account  to  the  Artel,  the  right  to  sue  equally  li^raes 
after  three  days,  even  if  the  Artel  acknowledges  its  mistake. 

It  cannot  be  a  right  principle  that  the  custom-house  should  be  sole 
jud^  in  claims  made  bv  merchants  against  the  Artel. 

The  Artel,  though  dejure  a  private  enterprise,  forms  de  facto  a  part 
of  the  custom-house  depiurtment,  and  is  in  complete  dependence  on  it, 
and  may  be  said  to  form  a  part  of  the  staff  of  the  custom-house. 

In  all  disputes,  therefore,  between  the  receivers  and  the  Artel,  the 
custom-house  is  judge  in  its  own  case,  and  cannot  be  expected  to  judge 
with  full  impartiality. 

To  please  the  Artel,  the  custom-house  commits  tmjustifiable  and 
arbitrary  acts ;  for  instance,  it  detains  goods  for  non-payment  of  any 
daim  presented  by  the  Artel,  and  as  a  general  rule,  the  custom-house 
defends  the  interests  of  the  Artel  as  warmly  as  it  defends  the  interests 
of  the  State. 

When  the  custom-house,  contraTj  to  justice,  pleads  for  an  increase 
of  custom-house  taxes,  it  pleads  witn  equal  zeal  tor  an  increase  of  in- 
come to  the  Artel. 

Not  to  speak  of  the  monopoly,  the  institution  of  the  Custom-hoUse 
Artel,  as  distiogoished  from  the  Exchange  Artel,  gives  no  benefit  to  the 
State,  and  is  quite  useless  as  a  medium  between  the  ship  and  the 
owner's  warehouse. 

The  discharging  on  shore  and  transport  of  goods  to  the  warehouses 
or  customs  sheds  are  performed  by  the  owner's  men  ;  the  opening  of  the 
goods,  weighing  them,  and  other  custom-house  formalities  are  per- 
formed by  the  Artel ;  the  goods  then  again  pass  into  the  hands  of  the 
owner's  men. 

Much  loss  of  time  and  grave  abuses  are  caused  by  this  passing  from 
hand  to  hand.  The  custom-house  procedure  is  lengthened  by  at  least 
24  hours  for  even  a  small  consignment,  and  proportionally  longer  ac- 
cording to  the  quantity  of  goods. 

The  Artel  svstem  may  be  useful  at  railway  frontier  custom-houses, 
where  they.discharge  goods  from  the  waggons,  but  at  Odessa,  where  the 
goods  have  to  be  transported  a  mile  to  the  warehouses  and  sheds  where 
the  Artel's  responsibility  begins,  their  interference  forms  an  evil  irrecon- 
cilable with  the  flourishing  of^^rade. 

The  responsibility  for  goods  is  divided  among  three  sets  of  men,  and 
unavoidable  losses  from  this  change  of  hands  are  so  great  that  the 
transport  from  the  quay  to  the  owner's  warehouse  frequently  costs  him 
more  than  the  transport  to  Odessa  from  the  farthest  parts  of  the  world. 

If,  as  the  Commission  referred  to  demonstrated,  the  Artel  by  virtue 
of  his  tariff  receives  under  quasi*legal  sanction,  400,000  r.,  the  loss 
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suffiered  by  the  merchantB  in  consequence  of  this  Artel  must  be  in- 
calculable. 

The  committee,  in  their  correspondence  with  the  director  of  the 
financial  branch  of  the  custom-house,  having  proved  exhaustively  the 
injustice  of  compelling  the  Odessa  merchants  against  their  will  to  deal 
with  this  Artel,  it  is  useless  to  repeat  their  complaints  on  that  score, 
but  they  wish  to  noint  out  clearly  certain  facts  showing  the  injury  done 
to  the  import  trade  by  the  Artel. 

Their  importance  is  shown  by  the  import  trade  having  diminished 
in  1874  by  18,000,000  r.,  that  is,  by  more  than  25  per  cent,  and  the 
newly-opened  ports  of  Nicolaieff  and  Sebastopol  must  not  be  con- 
sidered as  having  affected  this  diminution.  They  did  not  gain  bv 
Odessa's  loss,  but  towns  that  under  nocmal  conditions  could  not  thiuK 
of  competing  with  Odessa  benefited. 

Thus  £iga  took  the  place  of  Odessa  for  the  Kharkoff  trade,  and 
Eonigsberg  and  Trieste  for  the  Eief  trade. 

Other  causes,  no  doubt,  contributed  towards  these  departures  from 
the  natural  route,  but  the  Odessa,  custom-house  Artel  was  the  prin- 
cipal cause. 

To  it,  unless  abolished,  will  belong  the  unenviable  distinction  of 
being  the  main  cause  of  the  dethronement  of  Odessa. 

The  complaints  of  the  merchants  of  Odessa  against  the  action  of  the 
custom-house  are  not,  however,  confined  to  the  Artel. 

The  hindrances  to  the  import  trade  caused  by  the  custom-house 

are  numerous^  but  as  only  recentlv  the  committee  had  the  honour  of 

submitting  to  the  council  a  list  oi  those  hindrances,  it  is  needless  to 

*  repeat  them,  only  adding  that  the  custom-house  employ^  seem  quite 

unaware  that  time  is  of  any  value. 

The  committee  think  the  present  delay  would  be  remedied,  not  so 
much  by  increasing  the  staff  as  by  seeing  that  they  perform  their  duties 
with  better  directed  energy;  as,  for  instance,  that  the  inspection  of 
goods  should  not  now  begin  at  eleven  and  dose  at  two,  but  that  it 
should  begin  at  eight  and  not  close  at  least  till  four ;  but  it  is  only  just 
to  observe  that  since  the  arrival  of  the  present  director  there  has  been 
some  improvement  in  this  respect. 

The  committee  also  call  particular  attention  to  the  faulty  relations 
between  the  customs  employe  and  the  merchant. 

They  are  not  those  of  a  controller  towards  one  controlled,  but  rather 
one  of  personal  antagonism,  the  employ^  seeing  in  the  merchant  not 
one  whom  be  must  watch  and  sue  in  case  of  a  breach  of  law,  but  one  to 
oppress,  and  this  with  no  gain  to  the  State,  though  a  direct  hindruice 
to  trade. 

This  becomes  a  crying  evil  in  the  case  of  fines  exacted  from  receivers 
in  fftvour  of  employ^. 

The  committee  certainly  do  not  object  to  the  principle  of  rewarding 
an  employ^  for  his  zeal  in  the  service,  and  nothing  can  better  secure 
the  interests  of  the  State  than  by  identifying  the  employe's  interests 
with  it. 

But  to  exact  fines  to  the  profit  of  the  employ^  leads  to  too  much 
seal,  which  is  often  worse  than  not  enough  zeal. 

Justice  to  the  merchant  demands  ^t  the  employ^  should  incur 
responsibility  corresponding  to  his  profits. 

Suppose  a  receiver  to  declare  goods  according  to  one  paragraph  of 
the  tanff,  and  the  inspecting  employe  should  class  them  with  another. 
In  such  a  case  the  mistake  is  as  likely  to  be  on  the  part  of  the  employ^ 
as  of  the  receiver,  yet  the  latter  has  to  pay  the  fine  or  leave  the  goods 
till  the  matter  in  dispute  is  settled  by  the  custom-house  department  at 
St.  Petersburg. 
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It  would  be  wrong  to  impute  partiality  to  the  latter.  Inatanoee 
are  very  rare  in  which  they  have  not  classed  the  goods  according  to  the 
proper  paragraph,  but  six  or  seven  months,  even  more^  must  pass  before 
the  employees  sentence  is  cancelled,  and  during  this  time  the  goods,  if 
left  in  the  depdt,  are  idle  capital.  Should  the  reoeirer  have  piud  the 
fine,  it  is  returned  to  him,  but  he  loses  the  interest  on  the  amount 
paid. 

In  addition  to  this,  appeal  to  the  custom-house  department  is 
espensiTe. 

No  fear  restrains  the  inspecting  employ^  from  groundless  oonten« 
tions  with  the  declarer,  as  he  is  never  found  in  ikult  even  if  proved 
wrong. 

Sonle  private  pique  against  the  receiver,  even  caprice  or  misplaced 
seal  for  the  service,  may  induce  him  to  class  goods  under  a  higher 
taribOT,  causing  much  expense  to  the  receiver. 

It  is  in£spensable  to  take  measures  against  this  arbitrary  way  of 
dealing  with  the  interests  of  trade,  and  consequently  of  the  State. 

How  fiir  disciplinary  measures  instituted  by  the  custom-house 
authorities  might  suffice  to  check  this  evil  the  committee  cannot  sav ; 
but  ther  tlunk  the  most  just  way  would  be  that  the  State  should  be 
responsible  for  the  errors  (occasionally  intentional)  of  its  agents, 
equally  as  the  declarers  are  held  responsible  to  the  State. 

This  responsibility  should  consist  in  indemnifying  the  sufferer 
Against  loss  of  interest  and  other  loss  proved  before  a  court  of  law  to 
have  been  occasioned  by  incorrect  classification  of  goods  on  the  part  of 
an  employ^. 

The  State  would  avoid  this  responsibility  by  removing  the  appeal 
irom  the  custom-house  department,  and  in  case  of  disputes  between 
the  declarer  and  inspecting  employ^  by  referring  the  matter  at  onoe  to 
6Wom  experts  selected  from  merchants  and  others  experienced  in  the 
import  trade  of  Odessa,  who  should  form  a  court  of  arbitration  and 
whose  decision  should  be  final. 

In  France,  where  the  custom-house  is  not  distinguished  b^  special 
liberality,  tlus  svstem  has  been  found  to  work  weU,  both  in  the  interests 
of  the  State  and  of  merchants. 

Still  better  than  this  would  be  the  abolishing  altogether  of  the 
declarations,  and  charging  duly  only  on  the  goods  actually  inspected. 

The  Odessa  custom-house  is  imbued  with  a  spirit  of  formalism  quite 
unnecessary  for  the  interests  of  the  State  and  of  trade. 

The  declarations  required  for  the  f  ormalites  of  clearing  goods  pass 
through  twenty-nine  different  hands. 

This  may  appear  incredible,  so  the  Committee  specify  th^m.  They 
are: — 

[Here  they  are  specified  in  orignal.] 

*  *  •  ♦  ♦  « 

The  declaration  once  made,  never  re-enters  the  declarer's  possession, 
but  is  handed  to  a  soldier,  who  accompanies  the  declarer  to  the 
numerous  officials  who  have  to  endorse  it  or  make  entries. 

The  official  may  be  slow  or  capricious,  or  anxious  to  lighten  his 
labours  by  waiting  till  he  can  lighten  his  labours  by  waiting  fm  he  can 
present  several  declarations.    He  must  be  humoured  and  courted. 

The  slightest  deviation  from  the  prescribed  form  for  declarations 
causes  its  rejection ;  for  instance,  it  is  rejected  should  the  number  only 
of  the  paragraph,  and  not  the  actual  words,  be  quoted. 

In  a  word,  the  delays  are  endless,  and  are  so  aggravated  by  the 
topographical  inconvenience  of  the  custom'^house,  the  great  dbtance 
betti^en  the  various  offioea,  and  the  exposure  to  weaidier,  that  in  truth 
one's  patience  and  self-denial  are  sorely  taxed  to  get  goods  out  of  it. 
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Another  grievance  is  the  unjust  cdnfiscation  of  the  goods  where  the 
declared  weight  does  not  correspond  with  the  real  one. 

^is  declaration,  as  that  of  the  precise  nature  of  the  goods  received 
from  abroad,  is  made  from  the  invoices  of  foreign  shippers,  who  aM» 
only  slightlj  acquainted  with  the  regulations  of  our  eustom-house,  and 
therefore  cannot  avoid  occasional  errors. 

It  is  hardly  fair  to  hold  our  merchants  responsible  for  such  mistAkei^ 
aiid  to  punish  them  as  for  deliberate  attempt  to  defi^ud  the  reveniie  is 
Inost  Unjust. 

To  indemnify  the  custom-house  for  the  trouble  caused  by  such 
ihiBtakes,  a  fine  would  be  sufficient,  but  they  do  not  call  for  such  a 
wholesale  measure  as  confiscation. 

Another  grievance  to  which  we  called  attention  iu  A  former  feport 
is,  that  those  goods,  whose  weight  is  affected  by  atmospheric  changes, 
pay  duty  on  the  excess  in  weight  caused  by  such  changes. 

Again,  the  entire  duty  is  unjustly  exacted  for  goods  shown  in  the 
manifest,  but  which  in  reality  have  no  existence.  Thus,  a  packttge  on 
being  opened,  proves  to  be  empty  or  filled  with  rubbish,  its  oont^its 
having  been  stolen  on  the  voyage,  yet  the  owner  has  to  pay  the  duty 
according  to  declaration,  and  so  suffers  a  double  loss. 

Finally  trade  is  heavily  burdened  by  the  enormous  fin^  imposed  on 
masters  of  ships  for  any  packages  missing,  according  to  the  manifest. 

Thus,  in  November,  1874,  the  English  steamer  "  iSantoritt  "  WM 
fined  1,000  r.  for  five  missing  packa^,  of  which  the  value  did  not 
exceed  100  r.,  and  again  in  August,  1875,  the  '*  Tenedos  **  wbs  findd 
200  r.  for  the  non-production  of  a  piece  of  copper,  weighing  14  lbs.,  and 
of  the  value  of  4  r. 

The  conseouence  of  this  is,  that  foreign  masters  dread  bringing 
cargoes  to  Oaessa;  indeed,  many  shipowners  and  even  companies 
refuse  now  to  have  any  dealings  with  Odessa. 

In  view  of  these,  and  many  more  instances  which  might  be  mentioned, 
a  general  revision,  even  fundamental  reform  of  the  custom-house  pro- 
cedure is  absolutely  indispensable. 

This  reform  should  completely  do  away  with  the  jurisdiction  of  thd 
custom-house  in  matters  affecting  its  own  regulations.  Such  a  juriii- 
diction,  where  the  judge  receives  the  fines  he  inflicts,  is  incompatible 
with  the  spirit  of  contemporary  legislation,  gives  no  guarantee  fbr 
impartiality,  and  is  directly  opposed  to  justice. 

Impartiality  and  the  dignity  of  the  custom-hoi^se  itself  will  be  best 
secured  by  submitting  the  settlement  of  custom-house  disputes  to  the 
ordinary  courts  of  law. 

The  Committee  would  mention  one  more  evil  caused  by  the  bad 
arrangements  of  this  custom-house. 

Until  the  Turkish  railways  shall  have  been  completed  the  shortest 
way  from  Constantinople  to  Western  Europe  is  through  Odessa. 

The  benefit  to  Oaessa  from  the  transit  of  goods  and  passengers 
need  not  be  demonstrated,  yet  the  obstacles  presented  by  tne  custom- 
house quite  stop  such  tramsit,  and  the  Sussian  Steam  Navigation 
Company  has  given  up  this  trade,  declining  to  bear  the  moral  responsi- 
bilitv  towards  shippers  and  passengers  of  the  delay  they  are  subjected 
to,  through  the  formalities  or  the  custom-house. 

It  is  only  in  very  exceptional  cases  that  a  passenger  can  go  im- 
mediately to  the  raQway ;  more  oftien  he  must  lose  forty-eight  hours  at 
Odessa. 
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A  complete  re^rm  in  the  industrial  conditions  of  Odessa  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee  the  only  means  of  averting  its  decline,  and 
this  cannot  be  effected  without  a  thorough  revival  of  credit  which  the 
existing  local  private  banks  cannot  give,  and  which  Government  alone 
can  give. 

These  banks,  on  the  contrary,  have  brought  things  to  such  a  pass 
that  now  more  than  ever  the  assistance  of  the  State  is  required  to  keep 
up  credit. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that,  besides  the  gradual  though  r^fular 
decline  of  the  trade  of  Odessa,  due  to  the  circumstances  explained  at 
the  commencemeut  of  this  memorandum,  it  is  undergoing  a  crisis, 
temporary  it  may  be,  yet  one  whose  influence  will  be  felt  during  at 
least  the  next  ten  years. 

This  crisis  originated  in  two  causes,  of  which  the  one  affected  not 
Odessa  alone,  but  the  whole  district;  the  other  was  of  a  more  local 
character. 

The  former  arose  from  the  scarcity  of  the  crops  during  several  suc- 
cessive years  affecting  the  whole  country  around  Odessa,  and  ruining 
the  agriculturists,  especially  the  peasantry. 

The  second  arose  from  the  action  of  our  private  local  credit  banks, 
which  came  into  existence  in  1870. 

Their  immediate  result  was  to  give  an  abnormal  development -to 
credit,  and,  incited  by  competition,  those  banks  which  were  simply 
commercial  opened  credits  with  facility  hitherto  unknown. 

Those  which  opened  credit  on  real  property  converted  at  once  value 
of  an  enormous  amount  into  transferable  stock. 

A  speculative  fever  naturally  ensued,  directed  but  in  a  slight  degree 
to  legitimate  trade  and  manufactures. 

Odessa  was  possessed  with  a  mania  for  house  property,  which 
embellished  the  town  with  iine  buildings,  but  a  natural  reaction 
followed.  The  money  market  became  tight,  bankruptcies  followed  one 
after  the  other,  and  this  in  its  turn  caused  a  reaction  in  the  operations 
of  commercial  banks. 

From  one  extreme  they  went  to  the  other.  Credit  was  suddenly 
stopped,  and  the  public,  which  reckoned  on  a  continuance  of  credit  on 
the  former  conditions,  suddenly  found  itself  in  a  position  fcom  which 
there  was  no  issue. 

Where  credit  is  on  a  firm  basis,  derived  from  many  years'  experience, 
the  well-known  value  and  duty  of  public  institutions  of  credit  is  to 
regulate  the  fluctuations  of  the  money  market. 

In  order  to  avert  a  crisis  they  moderate  over-speculation,  and  in  the 
event  of  a  crisis  mitigate  it  by  facilitating  credit. 

Here  they  acted  on  a  contrary  principle.  Having  by  their  action 
brought  on  the  crisis,  and  then  in  a  panic  ceased  operations,  they 
increased  it,  and  caused  it  to  assume  threatening  proportions. 

It  would  be  unjust,  however,  to  blame  the  banks  for  pursuing  this 
course.  They  acted  from  the  point  of  view  of  their  own  private  inte- 
rests, and  have  to  bear  the  consequences  of  their  mistakes ;  but  this 
does  not  better  the .  state  of  things  created  by  them,  and  the  necessity 
for  appealing  to  the  State  for  aid  is  the  more  obvious. 

Even  had  the  trade  of  Odessa  remained  iu  its  former  channel  thia 
aid  would  have  been  necessary  to  enable  us  to  get  over  the  temporary 
difficulty,  but  it  will  be  doubly  necessary  if  our  trade  and  industry  are 
to  leave  this  one  channel  and  seek  others. 

We  have  said  that  Odessa  must  become  an  industrial  town,  but 
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how  to  eflfeet  this  under  the  present  high  rate  of  private  credit  is  the 
qoestion. 

On  the  one  hand  but  few  industrial  enterprises,  and  they  very 
seldom,  could  i^ord  to  pay  the  high  interest  demanded  by  the  private 
credit  banks ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  existing  private  banks  at  Odessa 
(with  the  exception  of  land  banks  which  do  not  come  into  consideration 
in  this  part  of  the  question)  give  credit  only  for  strictly  commercial 
transactions,  t .0.,  they  cannot  advance  money  on  the  conditions  and  for 
the  periods  required  for  manufacturing  enterprise  where  returns  come 
in  so  much  slower  than  in  purely  commercial  affiEiirs. 

To  effect  this  by  renewing  bills  is  not  always  feasible,  as  private 
banks  frequently  on  an  emergency  require  to  call  in  all  their  available 
cash,  and  are  thus  compelled  to  refuse  credit  when  most  wanted; 
therefore,  the  position  of  a  manufacturer  dependent  on  a  private  bank 
is  always  very  precarious. 

Under  the  state  of  things  explained,  it  would  be  a  most  beneficent 
work  to  create  at  Odessa  an  institution  of  the  nature  of  the  French 
^'  Credit  Mobilier,"  and  so  develop  a  manufacturing  industry,  but  this 
cannot  be  expected  till  the  present  crisis  has  passed. 

'EU  matters  have  so  far  improved  that  confidence  in  the  future 
shall  have  been  restored,  our  only  hope  with  regard  to  credit  is  in 
State 'aid. 

To  sum  up  in  a  few  words,  capital  at  Odessa  must  seek  fresh  forms 
of  investment,  and  not  adhere  to  its  old  track. 

Ccortain  difficulties  always  attend  such  a  transfer  of  capita],  and 
they  would  be  peculiarly  felt  here,  where  the  majority  of  our  capitalists 
are  mistrustful  and  inexperienced,  and  whose  knowledge  of  industry  is 
limited. 

We  hardly  possess  sufficient  private  initiative  power  to  attempt  this 
unaided,  and  must  look  to  the  State  to  show  us  the  way. 

Under  these  circumstances  any  limitation  of  tho  discounting  and 
credit  operations  of  the  State  Bank  must  be  deprecated,  as  ruinous  to 
the  trading  and  industrial  class  of  Odessa,  and  placing  an  insurmount* 
able  bar  to  our  future  commercial  improvement. 

The  data  collected  and  publishea  some  time  ago  by  the  local  com- 
mittee on  discount  and  trade  fully  disproved  the  fears  once  expressed 
by  the  State  Bank  that  a  serious  loss  was  being  caused  by  the  discount- 
ing  system,  and  that  it  was,  therefore,  advisable  to  discontinue  such 
operations. 

Even  supposing,  however,  that  there  had  been  a  much  greater  loss 
than  the  sbght  one  admitted  by  the  committee  on  the  discounting 
branch,  such  loss  would  be  more  than  counterbahinced  by  the  indirect 
gain  to  the  State  through  the  development  of  industry. 

Hereafter,  when  Odessa  shall  have  fully  established  a  changed 
industry,  and  private  capital  shall  have  been  embarked  in  the  direction 
indicated  by  iaie  State,  then  the  State  may  limit  its  aid  and  leave  a 
field  for  private  enterprise  and  credit;  but  to  do  so  now  would  be 
harmful,  in  that  it  would  enable  a  few,  by  availing  themselves  without 
limit  of  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  money  market,  to  detach  fiom 
industry  its  most  essential  forces. 

Should  the  State  refuse  to  aid  credit,  and  private  capitalists  mono- 
polize discounting  operations,  they  would  be  satisfied  with  the  high 
interest  thus  secured  to  them,  and  would  be  averse  to  employ  their 
capital  in  bon&  fide  industrial  enterprises  which  require  concentrated 
labour,  prrierring rather  torest  and  be  thankful. 

Lidustrial  operations  would  thus  fall  into  the  hands  of  speciiJators 
without  capital,  and  would  not  attain  any  magnitude. 
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Tiia  ine?itable  result  of  such  an  abaonntl  Bteto  of  tbinjif  woiil4  bo 
ibat  the  capitalists  themselves  ^ould  be  ruined,  and  this  may  bfl 
expected  should  the  State  Bank  now  li^it  its  credit. 

Should  the  State  Bank  facilitate  credit,  it  would  gi?e  an  impetus 
by  eBga^mg  the  mast  ecmpetait  portion  of  our  communitj  to  embark 
in  manufacturing  industry,  who,  however  fit  the^  may  be  for  suob 
enterprises,  cannot  undertake  them  for  want  of  capital. 

The  aid  to  be  given  by  the  State  Bank  should  principally  be  in  the 
fonn  of  advances  on  the  security  of  goods,  bills  of  lading,  way  bills,  &c. 

Ship  building  and  navigation  should  be  equally  assisted.  An  insured 
ship  is  as  good  security  as  real  property  or  a  discounted  bill,  but  at 
present  baiucs  will  not  accept  it  as  security. 

formerly  such  aid  was  given,  and  the  withdrawal  of  it  has  caused 
tiie  complete  decline  of  our  coasting  trade. 

[Goes  on  to  argue  that  the  coasting  trade  should  be  encouraged,  aa 
being  a  good  sohom  for  seamen  and  likely  to  carry  heavy  goods  cneap.] 

Aid  should  also  be  given  towards  the  building  of  sea-going  ships 
and  steamers,  so  as  to  free  us  from  the  oppressive  monopoly  of  tne 
Bossian  Steam  Navigation  Company. 

Knally,  aid  should  be  given  not  to  Odessa  only,  but  to  tiie  whole 
district  which  supplies  it,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  get  over  the  crisis. 
9]he  absence  of  eropa  has  almost  ruined  the  agriculturists. 

The  richer  proprietors  can,  however,  hola  out  a  short  time  longer 
by  the  aid  they  have  received  from  the  land  banks  i  but  the  peasantry 
have  no  su^  resource,  and  the  want  of  crops  not  only  reduces  their 
income  for  tiie  current  year,  but  frightfully  oiminishes  their  producing 
power,  consisting  principally  in  their  draught  cattle. 

When,  tiien,  not  only  the  grain  but  ali^  the  grass  crop  fails,  as  was 
the  case  last  year,  the  peasant  must  sell  his  c^e  for  a  trifle,  having 
no  food  finr  them. 

To  what  extent  they  are  suffering  from  this  is  shown  by  the  fiiot 
that  in  many  districts  of  Podolia  wh<de  parishes  are  now  letting  ouff 
their  cattle  for  the  winter  on  the  sole  condition  that  one  in  three  be 
returned  to  them  in  the  spring. 

Oonseqnentiy  a  very  large  portion  of  the  ground  fit  for  cultivation 
will  this  year  be  left  untmed,  and  thus  even  with  a  good  harvest  the 
whole  crop  will  be  under  the  average. 

To  keep  his  working  powei^-cattle,  the  peasant  must  get  into  debt» 
and  tiie  result  is  the  same — ruin.  He  can  only  be  helped  by  cheap 
9t«teaid. 

It  is  not  the  place  of  the  committee  to  point  out  how  this  measure 
should  be  carried  out.  It  merely  suggests  the  leadiuj^  principle,  but 
also  states  Iwoadly  its  conviction  that  even  extraordinary  mea9ures, 
such  as  a  State  loan,  would  be  highly  expedient. 

In  the  Gbvemment  of  Kherson  even  the  larger  proprietors  are  in 
the  same  precarious  position  as  the  peasantry. 

From  the  continuance  of  bad  crops  they  have  exhausted  the  fuoda 
drawn  from  the  hind  banks,  and  State  aid  is  equally  indispensable  for 
them. 

In  oonolusion,  the  committee  must  call  attention  to  a  matter  which, 
unless  remedied,  will  render  abortive  even  the  private  credit  system  at 
Odessa. 

This  is  the  fiiultiness  of  our  bill  of  exchange  i>rocedure. 

To  obtain  through  a  tribunal  payment  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  which 
abroad  can  be  efEed»d  in  two  or  three  days,  requires  at  Odessa  under 
the  most  favourable  cifoumstances  four  weeks,  more  often  as  naiiy 
months. 
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During  this  time  the  debtor  has  every  facilily  for  concealiBg  or 
disposing  of  his  property,  and,  finally,  the  only  satisfaction  for  the 
creditor  is  the  power  of  imprisoning  the  debtor.  Lawyers  here  now 
decline  to  sue  on  bills. 

It  is  easy  to  see  how  from  this  imperfection  the  credit  of  all,  how- 
ever honest  and  willing  to  ftilfil  their  engapfements,  murt  suffer,  mi 
the  more  the  honest  capitalist  withdraws  rrom  loan  operations,  the 
more  the  borrower  falls  into  the  hands  of  usurers. 

Beform  of  our  law  relating  to  bills  of  exchange  is  as  urgently 
required  as  reform  of  the  custom-house  regulations. 

Hitherto  he  committee  have  pointed  out  the  obstacles  which  have 
prevented  the  development  of  mdustrial  enterprise  at  Odessa,  and 
which  it  is  indispensable  to  remove. 

To  point  out  the  active  measures  neoessary  for  such  development 
would  exceed  the  limits  of  this  memorandum,  and  the  committee 
confine  themselves  to  indicating  those  of  primary  importance  for  pro- 
meting  and  securing  the  prosperity  of  Odessa. 

1st.  The  problem  bemg  to  make  Odessa  a  manufEusturinff  centre, 
the  rural  economy  of  the  whole  surrounding  district  must  be  altered. 

Thus  agriculture  must  improve,  and  be  no  longer  characterized  by 
that  spirit  of  rapacity  which  takes  all  from  the  sou,  but  gives  nothing 
to  it  in  return. 

Our  farmers  must  disabuse  themselves  of  the  idea  that  our  soil  i^ 
inexhaustible,  and  only  requires  the  most  superficial  cultivation. 

Attention  must  be  specially  paid  to  the  extension  of  cattle  breeding 
and  the  manuring  of  the  land. 

Should  our  cattle  be  improved,  it  is  very  possible  that  they  may  hold 
in  forei^  markets  the  place  formerly  held  by  our  grain. 

Agriculturists  should  be  able  to  obtain  salt  cheap  for  their  cattle 
and  without  the  pavment  of  excise  duty. 

2nd.  Special  industrial  education  is  a  necessary  condition. for  the 
development  of  manu&cturing  industry  in  Odessa  and  neighbourhood. 

A  high  technical  school  should  therefore  be  established  at  Odessa, 
and  the  mass  of  the  people  should  also  be  taught  the  elements  of  handi- 
craft. 

8rd.  Manu&cturing  industry  being  as  yet  but  in  an  embryo  state 
in  the  whole  of  South  jEtussia,  capital  and  working  power  must  b^  pro- 
duced at  first  by  artificial  means,  which  once  the  ^id  Attained  cai^  he 
withdrawn. 

Manufiu^turers,  therefore,  who  may  select  South  Sussia  as  a  field  fcep 
their  enterprize  should  enjoy  certain  privileges,  as,  for  instance,  exempt- 
tion  for  a  term  of  years  frt»m  Crown,  provincial,  and  municipal  taxes. 

4ith.  That  great  hindrance  to  manu&cturing  industry  in  South 
Bussia,  namelv,  the  ill-defined  relations  between  employer  and 
employed,  should  be  remedied.  At  present  the  interests  of  neitiier  are 
secure,  and  this  would  be  especially  felt  in  South  Bussia,  where  indui- 
trial  undertakings  are  quite  a  novelty,  and  where  tiie  population  is 
sparse  and  unsettled. 

The  relations,  then,  between  employer  and  workman,  their  mntnal 
rights  and  obligations  shoiUd  be  clearly  defined  by  law,  which  we 
consider  to  be  of  greater  impcnrtance  for  the  South  than  fi>r  any  oi^^ 
part  of  Bussia. 

In  fine,  the  future  prosperity  of  Odessa  and  South  Bussia  can  only 
be  attained  by  a  complete  revolution  of  its  present  economic  conditions. 

The  change  to  be  developed  will  be  no  less  than  that  which  raised  it 
from  a  desert  steppe  to  its  present  poaiticHi. 

By  routine  alone  this  development  will  never  be  attained- 
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As  formerly  to  convert  South  Eussia  from  a  pastoral  to  an  agricul- 
tural country  special  energy  was  put  forth  and  measures  taken  by  the 
State,  more  latitude  and  power  were  given  to  its  organs  than  in  pro- 
vinces settled  on  a  firm  basis  of  many  years'  experience ;  so  now,  to 
convert  the  exclusively  agricultural  character  of  the  country  to  a  field 
for  manufacture,  similar  special  measures  should  be  taken. 

The  committee  think  that  the  appointment,  not  merelv  of  a  Gover- 
nor-General, as  formerly,  but  of  one  with  the  more  exalted  rank  and 
powers  of  a  Viceroy,  would  be  the  best  guarantee  for  the  efiectual 
carrying  out  of  the  measures  they  have  suggested. 

Whatever  view  the  council  for  trade  and  manufactures  may  take  of 
these  measures,  the  committee  feel  convinced  that  unless  some  remedial 
measures  are  ^ken,  and  taken  without  delay,  the  local  resources  for 
improvement  which  still  exist  will  wholly  disappear,  and  nothing  will 
resuscitate  them. 

The  capital  acquired  in  the  past  still  remains,  seekine  investment. 

Should  such  investment  not  be  found  here,  it  will  leave  Odessa, 
never  to  return,  and  its  owners  will  probably  follow  it. 

As  yet  our  capitalists,  with  the  optimism  natural  to  man,  console 
themselves  with  the  hope  that  they  are  merely  passing  through  a  tem- 
porary crisis  which  will  soon  be  overcome. 

But  when  stem  reality  shall  have  proved  these  hopes  to  be  falla- 
dous,  then  will  our  town  sink  into  poverty  with  ever-increasing 
rapiditv. 

It  has  been  the  sacred  duty  of  the  committee  to  point  out  freely 
and  boldly  the  dangers  that  threaten  us. 

(Signed)        The  Members  of  the  Committee. 


Appehdix  II. 
Beport  hy  Vice-Consul  Webster  on  Banking  in  South  Buisia. 

Previous  to  1871-2,  commercial  banks  in  the  Black  Sea  Ports,  or  in 
fiEK^t,  in  any  town  south  of  Kharkoff,  excepting  Odessa,  were  unknown. 

At  this  period  were  founded  the  Eostoff  Commercial  Bank,  with  a 
paid  up  capital  of  3,000,000  r.  or,  at  the  exchange  of  7  r.  60  c.  per  £, 
400 fiOOl, ;  the  Azoff  Don  Commercial  Bank,  paid  up  capital  3,000,000  r., 
or  400,000^.;  the  Kischenieff  Commercial  Bank,  capital  2,200,000  r.  or 
298,833/.  68. 8 J. ;  the  Nicolaieff  Commercial  Bank,  capital  2,500,000  r.  or 
888,333/.  Qs.  Sd. ;  the  Ekaterinoslav  Commercial  Bank,  capital  500,000  r., 
or  66,666/.  13«.  4d. ;  and  the  Ejrementchug  Commercial  Bank,  capital 
500,000  r.,  or  66,666/.  13^.  4i/.,  all  on  the  limited  liability  system. 

At  this  time  also,  the  Kieff  Commercial  Bank  and  the  Moscow 
Trading  Bank  each  opened  an  agency  at  Odessa,  with  a  capital  of 
500,000  r.,  or  66,666/.,  13«.  4J. 

For  a  conunercial  bank  to  be  opened  in  Eussia,  it  is  necessary  to 
have  a  special  permission  from  the  Minister  of  Finance,  who  signs  his 
confirmation  on  the  bank  charters  or  statutes. 

Bussian  commercial  banks  are  adl  banks  of  deposit  and  issue.  They 
only  issue  notes,  however,  against  deposits,  in  sums  not  less  than  100  r., 
payable  to  bearers,  or  nominal.  These  notes  are  payable  on  demand,  or 
at  the  end  of  a  stipulated  term,  and  all  bear  interest,  the  rate  of  which 
is  stated  on  the  face  of  the  note. 
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The  following  is  the  list  of  banking  transactions,  in  which  Kussiaa 
commercial  banks  may  engage  their  capital : — 

a.  Discount  of  Bussian,  foreign,  and  of  eyerj  other  kind  of  bill,  in 
which  there  are  not  less  than  two  signatures,  based  on 
commercial  transactions,  payable  within  nine  months,  which 
bills  the  banks  have* the  right  of  r-ediscountiug. 

h.  Advance  of  loans  and  opening  of  credits,  for  a  term  not  execedinff 
nine  months :  1.  On  Government  funds,  shares,  oblio;ation,  and 
mortgage  notes,  not  more  than  90  per  cent,  of  current  quoted 
value  on  change.  (A  bank  cannot  advance  money  on  its  own 
shares.)  2.  On  bills  of  lading,  goods  depdt  certificates,  land 
transport  company's  and  railway  carriage  bills  for  merchandize 
not  easily  damaged,  two  thirds  of  their  value  may  be  advanced, 
but  only  on  condition  that  the  goods  be  insured  against  fire  or 
sea,  river  or  land  transport  risk,  for  not  less  than  10  p6r 
cent,  more  than  the  sum  advanced,  and  the  policies  of 
insurance  be  handed  to  the  bank.  3.  On  gold  and  other 
precious  metals,  but  not  more  than  90  per  cent,  of  their 
market  value.  4.  On  agricultural  proauce  not  liable  to 
deterioration,  60  per  cent,  of  its  market  value,  on  condition 
that  it  be  properly  warehoused,  with  the  acquiescence  of  the 
bank,  and  that  the  produce  be  insured  from  fire,  for  a  sum  not 
less  than  10  per  cent,  more  than  the  money  advanced,  and  for 
a  period  extending  at  least  one  month  beyond  the  term  of 
repayment.  The  policies  to  be  kept  at  the  bank,  as  well  as 
the  receipt  for  warehouse  rent,  which  must  be  paid  by  the 
mortgager  for  a  period  of  one  month  beyond  the  term  for 
which  the  goods  are  mortgaged. 

c,  CoUecting  for  account  of  third  parties  monies  owing  on  bills  and 

other  bonds  payable  on  term,  coupons,  &c. 

d.  Payments  in  Eussia  and  abroad,  in  towns  where  the  banks  have 

agents  or  correspondents,  for  account  of  third  parties,  on 
condition  that  such  payments  are  previously  covered,  either 
by  the  balance  which  said  parties  mav  have  to  their  credit  in 
account  current,  or  by  mortgaged  goods  or  securities,  in  which 
advances  may  be  made  according  to  section  5,  the  formalities 
of  said  section  being  duly  observed. 

«.  Transfer  of  money  (drafts)  to  all  places  where  the  banks  have 
agents  or  correspondents. 

f.  Buying  and  selling,  for  account  of  third  parties,  every  kind  of 
Government  stock,  private  shares,  obligations,  mortgage  notes, 
or  scrips  allowed  to  circulate  in  Buss^i. 

y.  Selling  merchandise  (the  Moscow  Trading  Bank  is  the  only  one 
in  Bussia  which  may  also  buy)  on  commission,  for  account  of 
^  private  individuals  or  firms. 

A.  Buying  and  selling  for  own  account  and  for  account  of  third 
parties,  precious  metals,  gold  and  silver  coin,  bills,  home  and 
foreign  drafts,  and  also  orders  for  receiving  gold. 

i.  Buying  and  selling  for  own  account,  Government  stock,  shares 
and  obligations  guaranteed  by  Government,  for  not  more  than 
half  the  capital  of  the  bank. 

j.  Buying  and  selling  for  own  account,  obligations  and  mortgage 
notes  issued  by  land  banks,  provincial  administrations,  towns 
and  joint  stock  companies;  likevnse  shares  and  scrip  not 
guaranteed  by  Govemment,  to  the  extent  of  not  more  than  one- 
fifth  of  tiie  bank's  capital,  and  that  only  with  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  members  of  the  board . 
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N.B.  The  bank  cannot  buy  for  own  account,  any  shares, 
obligations,  or  stock,  on  account  of  which  nothing  has  been 
paid,  and  which  is  not  quoted  on  change. 
h  Opening  and  receiving  subscriptions  for  provincial  town  and 
municipality  loans  for  shares,  obligations,  or  mortgage  notes, 
issued  with  Government  permission.  (Subscriptions  for 
foreign  papers  of  an^  kina  can  only  be  opened  with  a 
special  permit  from  the  minister  of  finance.) 

^.B.  Banks  are  not  allowed  to  guarantee  any  subscription 
wholly  or  in  part. 
L  Beceiving  deposits  repayable  on  demand  and  on  term,  and  also  in 

account  current,  and 
m.  Safe  keeping  of  stock  and  valuables,  for  which  a  commission  is 

charged. 
By  law,  all  banks  must  publish  in  the  local  newspapers  a  monthly 
statement  of  their  affairs,  and  their  yearly  balance  in  the  "  Government 
Messenger"  (St.  Petersburg),  and  the  "Moscow  News.**  These 
retumfif  having,  however,  been  carried  out  in  a  very  equivocal  manner, 
in  December,  1873,  fhe  director  of  the  State  Bank,  Mr.  Lamansky, 
ordered  all  baoiks  thenceforward  to  publish  their  monthly  statements  as 
follows : — 

Assets. 

B<mbl6«.     Boables. 

Cash  in  hand,  aaj  100,000 

Account  current  at  the  State  Bank 100,000 

Discounted  bills  of  not  less  than  two  signatures  . .  3,000,000 

Solo  bills  guaranteed  by  stock 6,000 

Advances  on— 

1.  Public  funds  guaranteed  by  the  State 100,000 

2.  Public  funds  not  guaranteed 50,000 

8.  On  merchandise,  bills  of  lading,  certificates  of  trans- 
port companies,  and  railways 600,000 

750,000 

Bank  correspondents — 

Their  account  1,000,000 

Onraooount 100,000 

1,000,000 

Protested  bills     ..         250,000 

Overdue  advances           . .         . .         . .                    . .         . .  25,000 

General  espenses 55,000 

Beimburmble  expenses  incurred  on  client's  account . .         . .  15,000 

Immovables        40,000 

Sui^nse  accounts          . .         . .         5,000 


5,848,000 
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Roubles.     Roublei. 

Proprieiora*  capital— 

100,000  shares,  at  260  r 2,500,000 

Resexre  capital       50^00 

DepoBits— 

1.  In  ordinary  accounts  cnrreat    ..         ..  ..        150,000 

2.  Repayable  on  demand 400,000 

a.  On  term 200,000 

760,000 

Re-di8count8      ' 608,000 

Bank  correspondents— 

Their  account  66,000 

Our  account 1,185,000 

1,200,000 

Unpaid  dividends           2,000 

Interest  owing  on  deposits        . .         . .         . .         ....  26,000 

Interest  and  commission  (profit)          260,000 

Suspense  accounts          . .         . .         50,000 


6,845,000 


In  some  cages,  these  monthly  publications  do  not  seem  to  have  been 
of  much  avail,  if  the  failure  oi  the  Moscow  Commercial  Loan  Bank, 
through  transactioDS  with  Dr.  Strousberg,  may  l)e  cited  as  a  criterion. 

AU  commercial  banks,  when  once  in  operation,  have  the  privilege  of 
re-discounting  bills  to  the  extent  of  from  30  to  60  per  cent,  of  their 
capital,  at  the  State  Bank,  al  the  published  rate  of  discount. 

The  banks  alluded  to,  at  the  head  of  this  report,  have  charged  the 
following  rates  of  interest  :-— 

Per  cent. 

Discounts,  1872        8    to  10 

1878 9         12 

1874        ..12  10 

1876        104  » 

as  a  rule,  from  3  to  5  per  cent,  more  than  what  they  paid  for  re-dis- 
counting their  bills  at  tne  State  Bank. 

Advances  on  fiinds :  For  the  four  years'  interest  paid  in  advance, 
from  8  to  10  per  cent. 

Advances  on  merchandise :  Interest  paid  in  advance,  from  9  to  11 
per  cent. 

The  banks  have  paid  interest  on  deposits: — 

Per  eent. 
In  account  current        . .         . .         . .         . .         . .     4 

Six  months'  time  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .     6 

Twelve  „        „  . .  6 

More  thiui  a  year         7 

The  form  of  nine-tenths  of  the  Bussian  bills  of  exchange  now  in 
circulation  is  as  follows  :-^ 

"  Kherson,  10th  December,  1876. 
"  Bill  for  1,000  roubles  silver. 
**  From  this  tenth  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-five,  at  six  months'  date,  by  this  my  bill  of  exchange,  1  am 
obliged  to  pay  to  the  Kherson  merchant,  Ivan  Fedoroff,  or  to  his  order, 
one  thousand  roubles  silver,  which  I  have  received  from  him  in  money 
(or  goods)  in  fiili. 

"The  Nicolaieff  merchant,  "Vassili  Kuguetsoff." 
For  Ivan  Fedoroff  to  discount  his  bill,  he  endorses  it  in  blank. 
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In  BuBsia,  ten  days  of  grace  are  allowed,  so  that  a  bill  due  on  the 
10th  of  June  is  only  rightly  due  on  the  20th  June,  and  can  only  be 
protested  on  the  latter  date. 

The  Julian  Calendar,  or  old  style,  is  still  in  force  in  Itussia. 

A  peculiarity  of  the  bills  in  circulation  in  South  Bussia  is,  that  10 
per  cent,  of  them  are  given  or  indorsed  by  persons  who  cannot  sign 
their  own  names,  but  get  it  done  by  proxy,  at  a  notary's ;  and  from  20 
to  30  per  cent,  more  are  omitted  and  icdorsed  by  parties  who  can  only 
just  sign  their  names  and  are  not  able  to  write  anything  in  addition, 
which  proves  the  backward  state  of  education  in  this  country. 

The  staff  of  the  Nicolaieff  Commercial  Bank  in  1875  was  as  follows : — 


St&flF. 


Salary. 


1  liasager       . .  

1  ABsifltant  manager 

1  Bookkeeper . . 

1  AaBistant  book-keeper         

1  Cashier 

1  Asaistant  caohier 

2  „   .  „     or  collectors,  each  900  r.  or  120/. 

I        It  »♦  f*  >» 

1  Clerk  (bills) . 

I      „        „       . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . 

1      „     (adyances  in  fnnds  and  merchandise) 

1      ,,      (town  accounts  current) 

1      „      (correspondents'  account  current)  . . 

1      .,     (deposits) 

1  Bussian  correspondent 

1  Head  warehouseman 

6  Assistant        „  each  600  r.,  or  80/.  . . 

2  Doorkeepers,  each  250  r.,  or  38^.  6s.  8rf. 

Total         

Or,  at  the  exchange  of  750  r.  per  £     .. 


Currency. 


Roubles. 
10,000 
7.600 
4,000 
1,600 
8,000 
1,200 
1,800 

600 
1,800 

600 
1,200 

900 
1,200 

600 
1,800 
1^00 
8,600 

600 


48,000 


Sterling. 


£ 
1,838 
1,000 
638 
200 
400 
160 
240 

80 
240 

80 
160 
120 
160 

80 
240 
160 
480 

66 


d. 
S 
0 
8 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 


6,788    6     8 


Before  commencing  my  remarks  on  banking,  I  would  have  it  perfectly 
understood  that  my  ubservations  only  casually  extend  to  Odessa,  which 
town  merits  a  special  report  to  itself,  from  the  fact  of  its  importance 
and  its  being  the  exchange  of  the  Bussian  ports  in  the  Black  Sea 
and  Sea  of  Azoff.  Odessa,  therefore,  is  in  an  exceptional  position,  in 
comparison  with  other  South  Bussian  towns,  and  has  long  been  able  to 
boast  of  private  bankers,  such  as  Mahs,  Sohultz,  Bafialovich,  and 
Ephrussi,  who  would  have  been  men  of  note  anywhere.' 

Still  from  the  very  fact  of  Odessa  being  the  cientre  of  all  our 
exchange  operations,  and  the  Odessa  Commercial  Bank  (capital 
5,000,000  r.),  the  Kherson  Land  Bank,  founded  in  1863,  and  the 
Bessurabo-Taurian  Land  and  Immovable  Property  Bank,  founded  in 
1872,  being  domiciled  there,  its  influence  over  the  commercial  finances 
of  South  Russia  is  so  great  that  it  cannot  be  passed  over,  even  in  a  local 
report. 

Simultaneously  with  the  openipg  of  the  banks  mentioned  at  the 
head  of  present,  innumerable  credit  societies  and  small  municipality 
banks  sprang  into  existence.  The  projectors  of  these  establish  men  ta 
would  have  delighted  John  Law,  for  not  only  has  every  person,  who  had 
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landed  property  ffot  paper  money  to  nearly  its  full  value  (in  many 
cases,  through  a  high  valuation,  more),  but  every  person  who  had  a 
house,  or  even  a  hovel,  has  been  enabled  to  do  the  same. 

On  merchandise  and  agricultural  produce  (see  Eegulation  6,  Articles 
2  and  4),  large  advances  in  ready  cash  were  obtainable,  to  get  which,  it 
was  not  necessary  that  the  merchandise  should  be  deposited  in  the 
warehouses  of  the  bank. 

Thus,  in  the  year  1872,  from  15,000,000  to  20,000,000  r.  were  suddenly 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  public,  in  a  countxy  where  banking  was 
unknown,  and  a  large  portion  ot  this  sum  fell  to  the  share  of  ^icolaieff 
and  Kherson,  neither  of  which  towns  does  a  foreign  import  trade. 

The  shock  was  electric ;  money  was  to  be  had  for  next  to  nothing, 
for  what  was  10  per  cent,  per  annum  to  proprietors,  farmers,  and  small 
traders,  who  had  all  their  lives  been  paying  from  1^  to  3  per  cent,  per 
month. 

Speculations  of  the  wildest  kind  were  entered  into,  for  as  the  banks 
discounted  nine  months'  bills,  what  could  not  be  done  in  nine  months  P 

Proprietors  and  farmers  borrowed,  say  in  November,  calculating 
that  by  the  time  their  bills  would  be  due,  they  would  have  got  in  their 
crops^  and  a  person  who  previously  sowed  200  acres  of  corn,  now  sowed 
1,000.  In  pne  notable  instance,  a  proprietor  who  had  been  content 
to  sow  2,000  acres,  farmed  a  lot  of  land,  in  addition  to  his  own,  and 
actually  ploughed  and  sowed  in  one  season  15,000  acres. 

ShopKcepers  enlarged  their  stocks  threefold.  Houses  sprung  np 
everywhere,  which  in  hirn  were  mortgaged  at  the  land  banks.  Eents 
were  doubled ;  credit  became  unlimited ;  an  era  of  apparent  universal 
prosperity. 

Parties  tradiqff  with  their  own  capital  were  undersold  by  speculators 
trading  with  bank  money,  risking  everything  and  living  in,  to  them, 
unprecedented  luxury. 

As  banking  in  this  country  was  unknown,  there  were  no  portfolio 
bills  on  hand.  The  banks  must,  however,  invest  their  capital,  and  as 
they  gave  interest  on  deposits,  must  employ  the  balance  at  their  dis- 
posal so  as  to  realize  that  interest  and  a  profit  for  themselves ;  thus 
credits  were  opened,  and  Piaarsky  signed  a  bill  for  Spuskin,  and  Spuskin 
another  for  Piaarsky ;  or,  if  Pisarrfiy  and  Spuskin  were  well  known, 
they  might  get  their  coachmen  to  sign  their  bills,  which  were  at  once 
discounted.  The  Odessa  Commercial  Bank  has,  it  is  said,  discounted 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  roubles*  worth  of  bills  signed  by  a  stock- 
broker's clerk  (some  of  these  bills  have  passed  through  the  writer's 
hands),  and  at  one  time,  the  Odessa  branch  of  the  Moscow  Trading 
Bank  had  80,000  r.  worth  of  bills  signed  by  a  notary's  scribe.  The 
endorsers  of  the  bill  were,  however,  good,  or  supposed  to  be  so,  other- 
wise they  would  not  hav^  obtained  the  credit. 

Therefore,  I  am  prepared  to  state  that,  in  the  towns  of  South  Eussia, 
excepting  Odessa,  nine-tenths  of  the  bills  discounted  are  accommodation 
bills,  and  at  Odessa,  four-fifths. 

A  great  deal  of  stress  is  laid  on  the  distinction  between  bon4  fide 
portfolio  bills,  arising  out  of  real  transactions,  and  accommodation  bills, 
but  the  difference  befrween  these  classes  is  not  so  well  marked  as  most 
persons  suppose.  Take,  for  instance,  Ecruoff,  at  Kherson,  who  has 
1,000  quarters  of  wheat  in  warehouse  which  he  sells  io  Lopatine,  and 
Lopatine  gives  him  a  bill  payable  in,  say,  three  months.  It  is  winter 
time,  and  our  port  is  frozen  up,  consequently  no  shipment  can  take 
place,  still  the  Odessa  and  foreim  markets  influence  ours,  and  prices 
rise ;  Lopatine,  therefore,  sells  the  1.000  quarters  to  Meshkoff,  who 
also  gives  a  bill  at  three  months.     Then  Meshkoff  sells  to  Merkoff, 
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Merkoff  to  Gruskin,  and  bo  on,  so  thnt  it  maj  be  that  bilk  amounting 
to  flye  or  even  ten  times  the  value  of  the  grain  have  grown  out  of  ite 
successive  sales. 

But  the  generalitj  of  bills  discounted  at  our  banks  have  not  even 
the  remotest  transaction  for  a  basis.  They  are  accommodation  bills, 
and  are  known  to  be  such,  thus  proving  our  commercial  banks  to  be 
misnomers.  They  should  be  called  Loan  Banks  and  Credit  Estab- 
lishments. 

The  managers  and  clerks  appointed  to  the  new  banks  were  nearly 
all  foreigners  or  Jews,  who,  although  very  worthy  men,  had  had  no  ex- 
perience in  banking,  and  had  previdusly  been  merchants,  brokers,  or 
had  simply  served  as  clerks  in  merchiEints'  offices.  The  board  members^ 
too,  were  often  chosen  simply  because  they  happened  to  have  handles 
to  their  names,  or  to  be  officers  in  the  army  or  the  navy.  They  had 
not  the  slightest  knowledge  of  business,  and  although  bankers  have 
peculiar  means  at  their  disposal  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
character,  position,  and  capabilities  of  those  who  apply  to  them  for 
advances,  by  the  time  these  directors  had  learnt  how  to  use  those 
means,  the  damage  was  done,  and  the  capital  of  the  banks  invested  all 
over  the  country. 

The  banks  were  encouraged  to  discount  more  than  they  would  have 
done,  by  every  inducement  being  held  out  to  them  to  do  so,  and  in 
seeking  for  investments  one  cannot  look  to  security  only.  Influence 
was  brought  to  bear  from  every  quarter,  for  the  more  business  they 
did  the  greater  tlie  dividend  promised  to  be,  and  considering  that  the 
first  two  dividends  paid  by  the  Nicolaieif  Commercial  Bank  were  nearly 
9  per  cent,  per  annum,  tuter  deducting  installation  expenses,  and  the 
third  year,  after  deducting  10,000?.  for  protected  biHs,  10  per  cent., 
these  sanguine  expectations  had  a  basis,  and  would  have  been  realized 
to  a  great  extent,  bad  we  not  had  three  bad  years,  in  two  of  which,  near 
Kherson  and  Nicolaieff,  there  were  no  crops  at  all,  and  in  the  third, 
only  a  ver}'  partial  one. 

In  September,  1872,  the  new  bank  shares  were  (quoted  in  the 
Odessa  exchange  at  105  premium,  and  many  steady  going  and  expe- 
rienced people,  who  ought  to  have  known  better,  were  guilty  of 
buying  Nicolaieff  Bank  shares  at  from  80  to  85  r.  above  par,  or  230  r. 
for  the  126  r.  paid  up.  The  remaining  50  per  cent.,  or  126  r.,  per 
share  was  paid  up  two  months  later. 

The  share  crash  came  in  October,  1872,  when  the  280  r.  fell  to  165 
in. one  day,  the  immediate  result  of  which  was  that  scores  of  speculator 
were  ruined. 

Since  that  time  South  Russian  bank  shares,  in  consequence  of  the 
accumulation  of  protested  bills,  have  gradually  ^been  declining  in  value, 
and  may  now  be  purchased  at  from  25  to  50  per  cent,  below  par. 

.  The  following  Commercial  Bank  shares,  which  at  par  cost  260  r. 
each,  are  quoted,  Bint  Deceinher.  1875 : — 

Roubles. 

Odessa  OommerciAl  Bank 178 

Kicolaietf       „  ,. 180 

KUch'ueff       .,  , 128 

On  the  31st  December,  1874,  the  quotations  were ; — 

Roubles. 

Odessa  Commercial  Bank 220 

Nicolaieff        ,,  , 208 

Kisehineff       „  , 205 

The  Kherson  Land  Bank  issues  ot  100  r.,  bearing  interest  at  6^  per 
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eent.  per  annum,  are  now  firm  at  88.    The  Bessarabo-Taurian  100  r. 
issues,  at  6  per  cent.,  92. 

The  present  state  of  banking  in  South  Eussia,  in  the  QroyemmeDts 
of  Kherson,  Bessarabia,  Taurida,  and  Ekaterinoslav  (towns:  Odessa, 
Nicolaieff,  Kherson,  Eostoff-on-the-Don,  Kischineff,  Krementchug, 
Ekaterinoslav,  Taganrog,  and  Berdiansk),  is  as  follow : — 

Roablea. 
Estimated  Liand  Bank  issues  realized      . .     100,000,000 

State  Bank  discounts         25,000,000 

Commercial  Bank  discounts  . .       25,000,000 


Total         150,000,000 

On  which  proprietors  have  to  pay  oii  the  Land  Baak  issues : — 

Boubles. 
Interest  and  sinking  fund,        10,000,000 

And  discounters: — 

Interest  to  State  Bank,  at  6  per  cent. 1,500,000 

Interest  to  commercial  banks,  at  10  per  cent.  2,500,000 

Interest  to  municipality  banks  and  mutual  credit  societies  . .         1,000,000 

Total  interest  per  annum 15,000,000 

The  Land  Bank  issues  are  principally  in  the  hands  of  capitalists  in 
the  north  of  Eussia,  while  the  proprietors  who  mortgaged  tneir  lands 
are  nearly  all  half  ruined. 

Anotiier  year  without  crops,  and  nearly  everybody  in  South  Eussia 
will  bo  bankrupt ;  for  if  the  interest,  2,000,000/*  per  annum,  is  not  got 
out  of  the  land,  there  is  no  other  source  in  reserve. 

The  commercial  banks,  whose  principal  occupation  now  is  renewing 
or  prolonging  old  bills,  have  been  assisted  by  the  State  Bank,  and  wiS 
be  able  to  make  way  till  the  probable  result  of  the  harvest  of  1876  is 
known.    Should  the  harvest  fail,  a  financial  crash  is  inevitable. 

Kherson,  January  8|20, 1876. 
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REPORTS 

WBOU 

HER   MAJESTY'S    CONSULS 

ON  TBI 

MANUFACTURES,    COMMERCE,    &o., 

or  tuhr 

CONSULAR    DISTRICTS. 


PART  III. 


Freiented  to  hoik  Houtet  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  Ha-  Migettj/. 

MAT  1876. 


■iky/j 


LONDON : 

PBINTED    BI    HAEEISON   AND    SONS, 
FBUfrriiBS  IN  ORDINABT  TO  HER  HAJBSTT. 

1876. 
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UNITED    STATES. 


BALTIMOKE. 

Bepart  ly  Cbnsul  Donohoe,  an  the  Trade  and  Ckmmeree  of  Saltimorefor 

the  Tear  1876. 

ShIPPIKG  AKD  NAYiaATION. 

Thebb  has  been  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  British  vessels  at 
this  port  during  the  past  year,  but  the  principal  increase  has  been  in 
tonnage,  as  more  British  steam  vessels  have  entered  the  port  than  ever 
before.  The  following  table  gives  the  entries  and  clearances  of  British 
vessels  during  the  last  five  years : — 

EinSBED* 


Tear. 

YeaaelB. 

Tonnage. 

Efltiniated  Value 
of  Cargoes. 

1871 
1872 
1878 
1874 
1875 

862 
318 
814 
242 
248 

181,816 
141,867 
126,815 
102,506 
186,957 

2,458,766 
2,056,400 
1,889,586 
1,455,852 
2,180,816 

Cliabid. 


Year. 

YeaselB. 

Tonnage. 

Estimated  Value 
of  Cargoes. 

1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1876 

851 
820 
814 
289 
241 

182,016 
138,858 
128,176 
110,279 
139,808 

759,721 
1,279,964 
1,291,148 
1,^10,651 
1,692,469 

The  shipping  returns  made  separately  from  this  consulate  show  in 
detail  the  entire  trade  carried  on  by  British  vessels  at  this  port. 

The  competition  with  Italian  and  Norwegian  vessels  m  the  gruin 
trade  still  continues  very  active. 

The  published  returns  of  the  arrivals  of  vessels  of  all  nationalities 
from  foreign  ports  give  the  numbers  as  follows,  without,  however, 
giving  the  tonnage : — 

Steamers  ••        it        ••        ••        ••        ••  77 

Ships          ..        , 47 

Banines  ••        .«        ••        ••        ..        ••  446 

Brigs          241 

Schooners  ##        ••        ••        ••        ••        •»  246 

Vota       ••        M        „        „     1,066 
[419]  2  1 
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The  clearances  during  the  year  were  1,003  vessels,  of  which  number 
eighty-five  were  steamships. 

The  entries  and  cleaiances  of  British  steamships  during  the  year 
have  been  as  foUows : — 


Knmber. 

CrewB. 

Tonnage. 

Eaiered 

Cleared 

41 
42 

2,994 
8,082 

61,995 
68,712 

As  regards  the  channel  approaching  this  port  from  the  Chesapeake 
Bay,  Colonel  Craighill,  U.S.A.,  vho  has  this  work  in  charge,  reports  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  1  give  an  extract  from  his  report,  which  was 
dated  the  18th  October,  1875:— 

**The  object  of  this  improTcment  has  been  to  make  a  dbannel 
twenty-fonr  feet  deep,  at  mean  low  water,  for  the  approach  of  veeseb 
drawing  22^  or  28  feet,  to  the  city  of  Baltimore,  at  any  ordinary  state 
of  tide. 

"  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SOth,  1875,  the  two 
upper  divisions  of  the  work,  called  the  Port  McKenry  and  Brewerton 
channels  were  completed  to  a  width  of  260  feet,  and  depth  of  24  feet  at 
mean  low  water. 

"  The  lower  division,  called  the  Craighill  Channel,  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing condition  :  For  a  considerable  portion  of  its  length  there  was  a 
natural  dep4h  of  24  feet  or  more,  and  a  width  exceeding  400  feet.  In 
all  other  parts,  where  the  bottom  was  hard,  and  there  was  less  width 
than  400  feet,  that  width  had  been  giving  by  dredging,  and  a  depth  of 
24  feet.  In  those  parts  having  a  soS  bottotn  and  a  less  width  than  250 
feet,  that  width  had  been  attained  by  dredging,  as  also  a  depth  of  24 
feet  where  necessary. 

*'  During  the  year  ending  June  80th,  1875,  operations  have  been 
confined  to  the  widening  of  the  Craighill  Channel  to  3d0  ieet  ttt  tbeae 
])ortions  where  it  had  less  width. 

'*  During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  80th,  1876,  it  is  proposecl,  in 
accordance  with  whai  navigation  seems  to  reouire,  to  add  50  feet  to  the 
width  of  the  lower  half  of  the  Brewerton  Channel,  thus  giving  a  total 
width  of  800  feet,  and  to  widen  the  excavation  at  the  angle  of  the 
Brewerton  and  Fort  McHeniy  channels,  in  order  to  fiiciUtate  the 
l^assage  of  long  steamships." 

A  new  fine  of  British  steamers  has  been  put  on  this  winter  between 
Liverpool  and  this  port.  The  vessels  belong  to  the  Canada  Shipping 
Company,  and  run  lortnightly,  the  same  as  tne  Allan  line. 

A  new  line  of  British  steamers  has  also  been  running  between  this 
port  and  Sio  de  Jandro  since  May  last. 

Tbads  akd  Commxbgi. 

Statement  from  the  custom-honse  returns  of  the  value  of  importi  and 
exports  at  the  port  of  Baltimore  during  the  past  five  years : — 
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Imports, 

Exports, 

Years. 

In  Gold,  4  dol.  86  c.  to 

In  Currency,  5  dol.  40  c.  to 

£  Sterling^. 

£  Sterling. 

Dollars. 

DoUms. 

W71 

26,77(^181 

18,286,166 

1872 

29,429,439 

17,381,591 

1873 

82416,721 

22,887,812 

}S74 

26,178,544 

29,378,577 

1876 

S9,799^8Sa 

24,683,088 

The  principal  articles  of  import  and  the  receipts  of  produce  at  thii 
port  have  been  as  follows : — 

Ompabative  Table  of  Impwts  and  Receipts  of  Principal  Articles  for 

last  Three  Tears. 


Astides. 


Cofiee^  Bio. . 

CoDMOKtS  .. 

Cotton 
Flonr 
Com 
Wheat 
Oats 
Rye 

Madcerel  .. 
Earrings  .. 
Quano 
Lemons 
Oranges    . . 
Biisins 
Hides'      .. 
Iron 

Pig  iron    . . 
Bidlroad  iron 
Molasses    . . 
Sugar 
„  •  •         .  • 

R&  ..         !.' 

Salt  V.        V, 

„  . .        • . 

Spirits  of  turpentine 
BoMn 

Tar,  Ac    .. 
TlApUiflS.. 


Qaanti^. 


TtMnsands 
Bales 
Barrels 
Bushels 


Barrels 

Tons 
Boxes 


Hfimber  of 

Bm 

Tons 

Bars 

Hogsheads 


Hogsheadi 

Boxes 

Tieroes 

Bags 

Susks 

Bushels 

Barrels 


BOZM 


1876. 


670^102 

l,97tf 

126,192 

1.54«,»05 

6,980,802 

2,064,344 

917,614 

74,229 

27,485 

14,868 

22,191 

^808 

92,218 

15,352 

140,000 


17,874 

61,266 

27,663 

82,429 

66,989 

19,791 

17,807 

.266,807 

164,493 

16,740 

70,694 

18^686 

21(t^68 


1874. 


376,808 

1,107 

149,111 

1,689,237 

9,355,467 

6,839,834 

1,134^216 

118,548 

17,172 

22,444 

13,841 

27,737 

66,764 

66,281 

146,000 

"400 

20,386 

65,248 

20,378 

89,024 

64,466 

16,890 

88,711 

277,393 

201,486 

18,867 

71,801 

^1,04« 

166,422 


1873. 


380,449 

1,129 

116,678 

1,812,612 

8,330,449 

2,810,917 

1,255,072 

100,519 

17,814 

20,767 

10,867 

26,281 

64,291 

45,734 

160,749 

9,607 

8,261 

49,608 

80,718 

81,827 

127,282 

66,107 

17,228 

te,781 

280,146 

142,985 

17,979 

80,946 

l«,t43 


9WpwMi|^  6KpcMfteliaifeli«ent»^Qlloif8:^ 
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Fbincifal  Ajrfcicles  exported  fi-om  Baltimore  to  Foreign  Countries  for 

past  Three  Years. 


Artdcles. 

Btak,  quercitron  t  • 

Bread        

Commeal 

Plomr         

Wheat       

Ck>ni         

CIoYer  seed 

Coal  

Cotton      ..        •• 

Bosin        

Oilcake 

Petroleom 

Bacon       

Beef         ..        .•        j 

Batter       

Cheese 

Lard         

Pork         ..        ..         -[ 

Tobacco i 


Quantity. 


1875. 


1874. 


187S. 


Barrels 


Budiels 


Tons 

Bales  .. 
Barrels  .. 
Packages.. 
Gallons  .. 
Lbs. 

Tierces  and 
barrels . . 
Lbs. 


Barrels  and 

boxes  .. 

Hogsheads 


40,936 

18,188 

24,202 

468,107 

2,064,844 

6,980,422 

17,606 

38,460 

86,798 

16,817 

46,292 

26,099,041 

1,180,210 

}        8,127 

64,719 

46,269 

8,620,006 

I      15,800 

44,729 


22,820 

10,066 

86,868 

472,818 

8,666,848 

5,969,767 

12,656 

70,765 

46,087 

22,887 

87,800 

8,282,708 

8,219,976 

2,666 

67^684 

68,686 

11,129,969 

18,578 

68,087 


24,808 

15,872 

67,616 

859,666 

1,158^099 

6,198,618 

9,688 

69,646 

85,825 

16,707 

66,415 

8,470.995 

896,780^ 

1,801 

89,844 

280,996 

11,596,004 

14^886 

69,225 


Ihpobts. 

Coffee, — The  last  crop  in  Brazil  was  the  largest  ever  before  grown, 
the  prevailing  high  prices  for  several  past  years  having  stimub^^d  its 
production.  Imports  at  Baltimore  within  the  year  just  dosed  amounted 
to  670,202  bags,  against  879,571  bags  the  previous  year.  The  average 
monthly  receipts  for  1875  were  55,S50  hugs;  average  monthly  sales, 
52,635 ;  stock  at  close  of  December  in  first  nands,  56,926  bags. 

The  King  line  of  steamers  (British)  between  this  port  and  Eio 
has  continued  to  run  throughout  the  year,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  line  will  meet  with  sufficient  encouragement  to  become  firmly 
established. 

Puring  the  year  just  closed  there  were  fifW  houses  concerned  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent  in  the  importation  of  coffee  at  this  port  from  B»io. 

Baltimore  has  more  than  maintained  its  position  in  the  extent  of  its 
trade  the  past  year  in  this  article.  The  imports  show  an  increase^ 
compared  with  1874,  of  43  per  cent.,  whilst  the  increase  at  New  York 
was  but  26  per  cent. 

The  course  of  the  market  as  to  prices  shows  a  declining  tendency  for 
the  first  six  months,  having;  during  that  period  fallen  from  18i  to  20}: 
cents,  cold,  for  '* ordinary'^  to  "prime"  cargoes,  to  15i  to  18|  cents, 
gold,  which  were  the  figures  current  on  the  1st  of  July.  For  the- 
succeeding  four  months  tne  market  was  on  the  upward  move,  and  by 
the  1st  of  October  had  advanced  to  19^  to  21|  cents,  gold.  Subse- 
quently prices  broke  down,  the  closing  figures  for  December  being  16i 
to  19  cents,  gold. 
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IifPOBTS  of  Coffee  at  Baltimore  for  the  past  Four  Years. 


From 

1876. 

1874. 

1878. 

1872. 

Bio  Jandro 
Other  Ports      . . 
Coastwise 

Bags. 

670,202 

489 

777 

Bags. 

879,571 

2,440 

2,284 

876,803 
2,609 
1,850 

Bags. 
872,895 
10,678 
^220 

Totals  .. 

671,468 

884,296 

881,162 

887,698 

Impobts  of  Eio  Coffee  at  all  the  Forts  in  the  TTnited  States  for 
past  Two  Tears. 


Porfaa. 

1876. 

1874. 

Bags. 

Bags. 

Baltimore      .. 

670,202 

879,671 

New  York      .. 

1,084,886 

798,891 

New  Orleans.. 

198,218 

149,872 

Mobile 

56,200 

89,760 

SaTannah 

17,293 

17,828 

Charleston     . . 

6,748 

12,847 

Galveston 

42,424 

27,880 

PhUadelphia  •• 

.. 

8,000 

Bidunond      •  • 

24,898 

6,400 

Boston 

5,000 

28,587 

Totals  .. 

2,104^869 

1,468,676 

Sugar, — Owing  to  financial  embarrassments  and  the  stoppage  of  the 
works  of  two  very  extensive  refineries  in  this  city  there  has  been  a 
•considerable  falling  off  in  the  importations  at  this  port  during  the  past 
year.  Only  one  refinery  has  been  at  work  for  the  last  four  months,  but 
there  is  a  prospect  of  at  least  one  of  the  other  two  refineries  resuming 
business.  The  stock  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year  1875  was  only 
1,821  tons. 

The  imports  for  the  past  year  and  the  three  preceding  years  hare 
been  as  follows : — 


From 

Hogsheads. 

Boxes. 

Bags. 

Coba 

Porto  Rico 
English  Islands 
French  lahmds . . 
Brazil 

1,209 
58,808 
18,280 

8,885 
762 

56,989 

6,778 

'157 

20,'638 

Totals  for  1875    .. 
„        1874    .. 
„        1878    .. 
„        1872    .. 

82,429 

89,024 

127,282 

116,917 

56,989 
84,466 
65,107 
79,188 

27,668 
20.378 
28,930 
86  600 
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Fbices  of  Cuba  "  £aic**  to  *'  good  sefiaing^V  oa  tii».  KMi.iif  eMk  Month, 


Month. 

From. 

To. 

Janoftix        

Febniafy       

Mwh 

ig-::    :;    ::    :; 

June 

July 

August          

September 

October         

November 

December                 •  •         •  • 

Oemts. 
81 

8 

If 

li 

81 

8» 

8k 

8 

8 

81 

Cents. 

i 

84 

8 

81 

84 
8^ 

n 

84 

Molasses, — ^Imports  for  1875  were  considerably  in  eicess  of  the 
previous  year».and  have  all  passed  into  consumption,  eitlier  for  refining 
or  to  the  tradJe  here  and  in  neighbouring  markets^  In  the  beginning  of 
the  year  new  crop  Cuba  opened  at  38  to  39  cents,  and  in  May  and 
advanced  to  44  to  45  oeuts ;  later  with  prospects  of  large  crop,  prices 
fell  to  33  to  84  cents,  at  which  figures  the  market  ruled  to  the  end  of 
the  season. 

The  imports  at  Baltimore  for  the  past  three  yean  were  as  follows : — 


Vooa 

Qoa&tity. 

1875. 

1874. 

1878. 

Cuba  and  Porto  Rico    . . 

Demerara  and  English  Island  . . 

Coastwise           

New  Orleans 

Hogsheads 
Tierces    . 
Barrels    .. 
Puncheons 
Hogsheads 
Barrels    .. 

5T,4ir 

5,558 

2,414 

5,777 

812 

782 

47,625 
5,044 
558 
8,692 
1.000 
4,800 

25,083 
2,248 
56 
8,440 
1,960 
5,198 

Pbices  of  Molasses  on  the  15th  of  each  Month  for  1875. 


Months. 


January 
February 
March  .  • 
April  . . 
May  .. 
June 

July  .. 
Angu9t  .. 
September 
October . . 
November 
December 


Cuba 
Clayed. 


Cents. 

38 

39 

48 
44  to  45 
87        88 


83 
38 
82 
83 
32 


84 
89 
88 
34 
50 


Cuba 
Musco. 


Cants. 

88  to  40 

89 

48 
44  to  45 
87        88 


83 
88 
82 
88 
82 


84 
89 
88 
84 
50 


Porto  Bico. 


Gsola. 


40  to  55 
40        60 


50 
40 
88 
89 
85 
86 
86 
85 


66 
55 
50 
50 
40 
50 
50 
45 


English 
Island. 


Cents. 
44  to  50 
44        50 


38 
88 
88 
50 
40 
85 
85 
88 
85 
85 


50 
50 
50 
55 
50 
45 
50 
50 
48 
45 


The  stock  of  molasses  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  amounted  to 
802  puncheons  of  Demerara. 
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Salt — ^Trade  in  tbn  article  the  past  jetar,  as  to  its  extent,  bears 
faTOurable  comparison  with  previous  years  in  regard  to  sack  salt. 
ImportBof  Liyerpool  were  263,007  sacks,  against  269,893  sacks  in  1874 ; 
of  Turk's  Island  and  other  bulk,  1^4,498  bushels,  against  201,486  bushels 
lastjear. 

The  distributing  demand  for  Liverpool  has  been  fair  throughout  the 
year,  and  during  the  last  two  months  orders  were  in  excess  of  supplies, 
causing  the  dealers  at  the  close  of  the  year  to  be  with  but  moderate 
stocks.  Prices  have  shown  but  little  variation  for  most  of  the  year. 
This  market  as  a  general  thing  offers  inducements  to  western  con- 
sumers fully  equal  to  any  other  Atlantic  port.  The  economy  here  in 
handling  is  reduced  to  the  lowest  point,  both  inward  and  outward,  with 
every  possibie  facility  for  de^mtch  to  the  intericnr. 

During  the  past  year  and  owing  to  the  absence  of  other  freights, 
steamerv  have  been  carrying  this  article,  when  ballast  is  needed ;  and 
with  more  frequent  steam  commimication  now  between  Liverpool  aad 
thi«  port,  more  prompi  axrival&can  be  anticipated  ia  the  future.    « 

F&iCEB  of  Bait  on  the  15th  of  each  Month  for  the  Year  1875. 


• 

Liverpool. 

Turk'« 

laknd. 

MonA. 

Ground  Alum, 
per  Sack. 

Fine, 
per  Sack. 

BnsheL 

From. 

To. 

From. 

To. 

Prom. 

To. 

Dol.  c. 

Dol.   c. 

Dol.  c. 

Dol. 

c. 

c 

c. 

Jaanaiy 

1    10 

1    15 

1    95 

2 

05 

28 

80 

Pebfosy 

1    10 

1    19 

1    95 

2 

05 

28 

30 

Matck.. 

1    10 

1    15 

1    95 

2 

05 

28 

30 

April 

May 

1    15 

1    25 

2    10 

2 

15 

85 

40 

1    15 

1    25 

2    10 

2 

15 

85 

40 

June 

1    15 

1     25 

2    10 

2 

15 

85 

40 

July 

1    15 

1     25 

2    10 

2 

15 

85 

40 

Attgmik 

1    15 

1    25 

2    10 

2 

15 

85 

40 

1    16 

1    25 

2    10 

2 

15 

85 

, , 

October 

1     16 

1    25 

2    10 

2 

16 

85 

,, 

Ko«tmb« 

1     15 

1    25 

2    10 

2 

15 

85 

, , 

December 

1    15 

1    25 

2    10 

2 

15 

85 

*• 

Iron. — ^In  this  article  there  has  been  no  import  whatever  with  the 
exception  of  »teel  rails. 

!£hd  "  Bulletin"  o£  the  Ameiican  Iron  and  Steel  Association  pub- 
lishes a  detailed  statement  showing  diat  the  production  of  pig-iron  in 
.the  United  Stales  in  1875  was  about  2^00^0  net  tons,  a  ialliog  off  of 
about  600,000  tons  as  compared  with  the  production  in  3874.  The 
stocks  of  pig-iron  o  i  'land  and  unaold  at  the  close  of  1875,  including 
"stocks  in  the  hands  )f  igents,  aggregated  about  700,000  net  tons  against 
800,000  tons  a  yea.  a  o^  The  consumption  of  pig-iron  ia  18^5  waa  ]ess 
than  it  was  in  any  ye.r  since  1B71. 

MiJL — From  the  British  provinces  there  were  but  two  cargoes  of 
hernn£{s  imported,  and  no  mackerel  during  the  past  year.  From  the 
New  England  States  the  receipts  were  27,485  barrels  of  mackerel,  and 
l2,fi97  bcirrels  of  herrings.  The  entire  receipts  of  mackprel  and  hernngs 
were  42,848  barrels,  aguinst  39,616  barrels  in  1874;  38,081  barrels  in 
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1873,  and  40,348  barrels  in  1872.  A  large  portion  of  the  receipts  w^e 
in  transit  for  the  west.  The  stock  of  both  mackerel  and  herrings  for 
several  months  past  has  been  light,  and  prices  have  been  firmly  main- 
tained, but  closed  weaker  for  herrings. 

The  local  catch  of  shad  and  herrings  the  past  season  was  short  of  an 
average,  and  the  quantity  packed  and  forwarded  to  this  market  lighter 
than  for  some  years  previous.  The  ready  fiEicilities  for  inland  distri- 
bution in  bulk  have  proved  more  remunerating  of  late  years,  and  have 
absorbed  the  greater  part  of  the  catch. 

Pbicbs  of  Fish  on  the  15th  of  each  Month  for  the  Tear  1875. 


Months. 

Mackerel  No.  8. 

Labrador  Herrings. 

Eastern  Herrings. 

DoL  c 

Bol. 

c 

DoL  c      DoL  c 

DoL  c.     DoL  c. 

January .  • 

8    50  to  9 

00 

6    50  to  7    00 

4    87  to  4    76 

Febniary 

8    00 

9 

00 

6    50        7    00 

4    87        4    75 

March    .. 

7    50 

8 

50 

6    50  •     7    00 

4    87        4    75 

AprU     .. 
May       .. 

7    50 

9 

oa 

6    50        7    00 

4    75        5    00 

7    50 

9 

00 

6    00        6    50 

4    75        5    00 

June 

6    50 

7 

50 

6    00        6    50 

8    50        4    00 

July      .. 

7    00 

7 

50 

7    00 

8    50        4    00 

August  •• 

8    25 

9 

00 

7    00        7    50 

8    50        4    00 

September 

8    75 

9 

50 

7    00        7    50 

8    50        4    00 

October.. 

9    00 

10 

00 

7    00        7    50 

4    75        5    27 

Kovember 

9    50 

10 

50 

7    00        7    50 

4    75        5    25 

December 

9    50 

10 

50 

6    25        7    00 

4    75        5    25 

EZPOKTS. 

Cotton. — In  the  aggregate  the  receipts  at  this  port,  for  the  year 
.  ended  the  Slst  December,  amounted  to  126,192  bales,  against  140,111 
bales  for  the  previous  year,  a  decrease  of  22,919  bales,  which  is  solely  to 
be  attributed  to  the  general  depression  in  trade  and  the  partial  with- 
drawal of  some  facilitiee  for  shipping  to  and  from  this  port.  There  has 
been  no  increased  consumption  by  spinners  in  this  vicinity  the  past 
year,  but  they  have  p;enerally  kept  running,  and  it  is  estimated  have 
taken  about  50,000  Dales.  The  foreign  exports  within  the  year  were 
86,793  bales.  'Recently  an  additional  Hne  of  steamers  has  been  placed 
on  the  route  between  iJaltimore  and  Liverpool,  ftimishing,  in  connection 
with  the  Allan  line,  an  average  weekly  departure  from  each  port.  These 
more  frequent  trips  will  furnish  cotton  shippers  room,  the  want  of  which 
has  frequently  been  a  cause  of  complaint.  Both  these  Liverpool  lines 
will  arrive  at  and  depart  from  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailway  Com- 
pany's piers  at  Locust  Point. 

Beoeiptb  of  Cotton  for  the  past  Three  Years  at  the  Port  of 

Baltimore. 


From 


1875. 


1874. 


1878. 


Kew  Orleans .  •  « •  •  • 
Charleston  ••  ••  •# 
Sayamiali  ••  •#  •• 
Yir^nia  and  North  Carolina 
Per  Bail       

Total 


Bales. 

14,'814 
17,904 
87,188 
12,191 


Bales. 

7,987 
21,992 
98,076 
21,056 


Bales. 
1,065 
10,817 
14,688 
74,19i: 
15,822 


126,192 


149,111 


116,578 
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Cotton  eimorted  fop  the  year  ended  December  Slat  from  Baltimorey 
and  compared  with  former  years,  viz.  :— 

Bales. 

Total  for  1875  ..         ..'         86,798 

„        1874  ..         ..         45,087 

„        1878  .•         .. 85,826 

„        1872 16,747 

„        1871 88,526 

n       1870  • 29,627 

The  prices  of  cotton  on  the  15th  of  each  month  during  the  past  year 
have  been  as  follows : — 


Months. 

Ordinary  to 
Middling. 

From— 

To— 

Jannaiy         »» 

FebruaiT       

March 

i&::    ■:.    ::    ;; 

Jane 

July 

Augosi          

September 

October         

KoTember 

December 

Cents. 
14* 
14* 
15 
15* 
14f 
14 
18i 
18* 
12* 
18* 
12* 
12 

Cents. 
15 
15* 
16* 
16* 

13 

14 
181 

181 

Ti>baeeo. — ^The  business  in  leaf  during  the  past  year  was  much  re- 
stricted on  account  of  the  prevailing  high  prices,  owing  to  the  failure 
of  the  western  crops.  Exports  were  smaller  than  for  any  previous 
year  since  1870. 

Of  Maryland  leaf  the  crop  was  of  good  average,  the  inspections  of 
the  year  amounting  to  83,623  hoc^sheads,  and  with  stock  December 
81st,  1874,  added,  furnished  a  suppfy  of  this  description  of  35,595  hogs- 
heads,  but  on  account  of  the  reduced  exports,  the  stock  in  warehouses 
at  the  close  of  the  year  was  6,784  hogsheads,  which,  with  a  promise  of  a 
liberal  new  crop,  estimated  from  the  large  supply  of  ground  leaves 
already  forwarded,  occasioned  at  dose  of  the  year  a  very  dull  and  de- 
pressed market,  with  prices  decidedly  favouring  buyers. 

Of  Ohio,  there  was  left  over  at  the  dose  of  1874  stock  in  ware- 
houses amounting  to  12,159  hogsheads  ;  inspections  of  this  description 
for  the  year  1875  were  only  6,(^6  hogsheads,  against  28,599  hogsheads 
the  previous  yeu*,  but  notwithstanding  this  shortness  of  the  crop, 
there  was  left  over  at  the  close  of  the  year  in  warehouses  4,430  hogs- 
heads, which  with  the  prospect  of  a  ffood  average  crop  to  be  f  orwardbd 
in  1876,  has  caused  a  very  materi^  decline  in  prices  compared  with 
tliose  obtained  earlier  in  the  year. 

In  Kentucky  and  Yirsinia  leaf  business  the  past  year  was  ex- 
tremely light,  on  account  of  the  failure  of  these  crops,  and  prices  ruled 
high  but  nominal. 

The  inspections  of  Maryland  and  Ohio  tobacco  for  the  past  five 
years  haye  been  as  follows  :— 
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1871. 

1872. 

187t. 

1»74. 

1b79. 

45,888 

49,601    . 

61,974 

56^8 

40,367 

SHiPM3i3fTS  of  Maryland  an^  Ohio  Tobacco  from  Baltimore. 


To- 


1871. 


1^72. 


1878. 


1874. 


1876. 


Bremen 
Botterdam . . 
Amsterdam 
England 
France 
Spain 
Italy 
Antwerp,  &c. 

Total 


16,984 

12,309 

5.719 

•2,209 

8,940 


14,103 

10,476 

6,042 

2,307 

8,516 

618 
221 


12,678 

10,616 

5,913 

1,398 

17,495 

1,279 

1,252 

126 


14,910 

10,889 
4,191 
2.921 
9,994 

6,'836 


8,48f 
7,200 
2.691 
1,287 
8,976 
2,337 
2,127 
17 


46,161 


42,^86 


51,652 


49,241 


33,070 


€h*ain, — ^The  aggregate  rocoipta  of  all  descriptions  for  1875  \rero 
15,089.354  bushels,  against  17,013,0(55  bushels  tor  1874  ;  12,53(>,9G7 
bushels  for  1873,  and  13,501,000  bu^lu  Ls  for  1872  The  det-rease  during 
the  past  year  of  neariy  2,000,000  bushels  was  chiefly  ia  ^  heat,  and  the 
residue  of  the  decrease  was  in  oats  and  rye.  Of  com,  the  receipts 
show  an  increase  compared  with  all  former  years. 

The  aggregate  exports  of  wheat  and  corn  were  9,045.146  buahela 
the  past  year,  against  9,51ti,005  busliels  in  1874,  and  7^1.725  bushels 
in  1873.  Of  corn,  the  foreign  shipments  were  nearly  1,000,000  iu- 
£rease,  but  in  wheat  they  leli  oil"  cou)pared  with  the  previous  year,  in 
round  figures,  1,500,000  buj^hels. 

The  expoits  of  wheat  and  corn  for  the  past  five  years  were  as 
fellows : — 


Year. 

Wheat. 

Com. 

Totri. 

1876 

1874 

1873 

1872 

1871 

BiislMts. 
2,064.344 
8,5.56.8  «J 
l/i  58,097 
88,026 
996,140 

Bvskds. 

6,980,802 
6,959,767 
6,003,618 
6.157,235 
2,800,861 

BinbolB. 
9,016^146 
9,616,606 
7.251,726 
5,245,261 
8,897,001 

COBV. 

BnthelSb 

0tock  on  b«ad  December  81, 1S74 ^166 

Rtccipte  par  com  aod  floar  Bgrfiangs  books  for  1876      •  •     9^67,141 

Total  supply 9,844^7 

Exported  foreiga        6,890,862 

„        coastwise     ..         ..                     ..         ..         .,  000,0i9 

Gbronad  by  city  mills 800,900 

Tiikea  by  distilleries 360,009 

Taken  for  local  wants 1,000,000 

Btook  in  elevators 165,889 

fitsck  in  ftsnds  of  raillen  and  others,  SBd  <m  shipboafd, 

not  cleared  berore  Deoember  81, 1875 848^119 

9,844,297 
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The  price  of  corn  on  the  first  of  each  month  was  as  foIIowB : 


4W^ 


White. 

TeUow. 

• 

Months. 

. 

From — 

To- 

From— 

To— 

Cents. 

Cents. 

CcnU. 

Cents. 

January 

IS 

86 

80 

88 

Febioaiy 

16 

80 

76 

80 

Mai«h 

80 

82 

79 

80 

Apia 

S6 

87 

84 

85 

Maj 

90 

92 

90 

, . 

Jaoe 

82 

83 

78 

80 

July 

86 

87 

81 

, , 

Augnrt 

91 

92 

85 

, , 

September    .. 

85 

87 

80 

82 

October 

80 

, , 

72 

73 

November    . . 

60 

74 

60 

74 

December     . . 

65 

70 

57 

70 

The  crop  of  1874  which  ft^rnished  the  supplied  chiefly  for  the  past 
year  was  very  liberal  in  the  west,  and  a  fair  one  for  Maryland.  Prices 
realized  for  soutliem  were  rery  irregular,  but  with  advancing  tendency 
irom  January  to  August;  subsequently  under  favourable  new  crop 
prospect?,  the  tendency  was  downward,  and  since  the  late  crop  proved 
unusually  large,  both  of  southern  and  western,  prices  at  the  close  of 
the  x^ar  fell  considerably. 

The  very  low  figures  at  which  the  new  crop  opened  has  stimulated 
foreign  orders,  and  the  receipts  here  for  serrral  past  weeks  are  nnpre- 
cedently  ferge,  gi\'ing  the  promise  of  an  increased  trade  from  this  port 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

There  are  a  large  number  of  ressels  now  in  port  loading  grain. 

Wh$mL — In  this  State  and  in  the  adjoining  Stales  the  late  crop 
was  UDexceptioDflMy  gvKyd,  bvt  in  the  western  middle  States,  the 
surplus  product  of  which  finds  outlet  here,  the  rains  and  floods  that 
followed  the  harvest  season  destroyed  a  very  large  portion  of  the  crpp, 
and  caused  much  injury  to  thai  which  was  saved,  leaving  but  little  from 
that  section  to  be  forwarded  for  export ;  hence  the  largo  decrease  in 
foreign  shipments  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Prices  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  up  to  Ist  of  August  ruled 
considerably  under  those  which  were  current  for  the  same  period  in 
1874,  but  tor  the  subsequent  montha  they  were  higher  than  for  the- 
same  months  in  1874. 
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Frioes  of  Southern  Wheat  on  the  Ist  of  each  Month. 


Months. 

Bed. 

Amber. 

From— 

To— 

From^ 

•To- 

Dol.  c 

DoL  c. 

DoL  c 

DoL  e. 

Januaiy      ..         ..        •• 

1    20 

1    28 

1    80 

1    85 

Febraaiy 

1    10 

1    20 

1    25 

1    80 

March        

1    10 

1    20 

1    23 

, , 

tSif..    :;    ::    :; 

1    20 

1    80 

1    85 

1    87 

1    80 

1     40 

1     42 

1    44 

June           

1     20 

1    40 

1     42 

1    45 

July 

1     10 

1    28 

1    80 

1    82 

Angoflt       

1    20 

1    40 

1    42 

1     45 

September 

1     15 

1    48 

1     60 

1     55 

October 

1     10 

1    40 

1    46 

1    55 

KoTember 

1     15 

1    48 

1    45 

1     53 

December 

1     10 

1    48 

1    45 

1     50 

Statihent  showing  Beceipts  and  Distribution  of  Wheat  for  the  year 

1875. 

Bashels. 
Stock  of  wheat  in  hands  of  millers  and  others,  Decem- 
ber 81, 1874 865,717 

Beceipts  per  com  and  floor  Exchange  books  for  1875      • .     4,409,670 

Making  a  total  supply  of 4,775,887 

Disposed  of  as  follows : — 

Bushels. 

Manu&ctored  into  floar  by  local  millers 2,200,000 

Exported  foreign        2,064,844 

Shipped  coastwise  and  taken  by  neighbouring  millers     .  •  100,000 

Stock  in  elerators       ..         ..         ..         100,000 

Stock  in  hands  of  millers,  speculators,  and  on  shipboard, 

not  cleared  on  the  81st  December,  1875 311,048 

4,776,887 
JPitettr.— Exports  of  flour  firom  Baltimore  for  the  last  two  years : — 


Destination. 

1876. 

1874. 

Great  Britain        

Bremen • 

Holland 

Bnull        

BiyerLaPUU 

British  North  American  Colonies 

West  Indies          

Other  Ports          

89,188 

2,725 

176 

280,512 

18,580 

1,886 

114,640 

800 

88,668 

1,867 

852 

881,771 

5,864 

5,091 

96.770 

500 

Total       

468,000 

474,758 

Naval  Stores, — ^There  has  been  a  &lling  off  in  the  receipts  of  all 
kinds ;  Terj  little  change  in  prices,  except  in  rosin,  which  is  lower  than 
in  the  first  months  of  1875. 

The  Beceipts  for  the  last  Five  Years  haye  beei^  as  follows : — 
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Years. 

Spirits  of 
Turpentine. 

Bofiin. 

Tar  and  Pitch. 

1875  I. 
1874  .. 
1878  .. 
1872  .. 

1871   .. 

Barrels. 
16,749 
18,867 
17,979 
21,657 
22,852 

Barrels. 
70,694 
71,801 
80,846 
80,020 
79,852 

Barrels. 
18,586 
21,943 
19,248 
18,467 
18,248 

Petroleum. — ^During  the  year  just  closed  there  were  cleared  from 
this  port  187  cargoes  of  petroleum  to  foreign  ports,  amountiug  in  the 
Aggregate  to  542,317  hajrels  containing  24,800,023  gfJlons,  besides 
cased  oil  to  South  America  and  the  West  Indies  299,018  gallons,  and 
making  the  total  exports  for  the  year  25,099,041  gallons,  against 
8,282,703  gallons  in  1874,  showing  an  increase  in  1875  of  16,816,338 
gallons. 

The  principal  shipments  of  this  article  have  been  to  the  ports  of 
Bremen,  Antwerp,  Amsterdam,  and  Stettin,  the  first-named  poit  having 
received  about  10,000,000  of  gallons  from  Baltimore. 

Chal — ^The  quantity  of  Cumberland  coal  forwarded  to  market  for 
the  year  was  as  follows : — 

Tons. 
By  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Baihoad  to  Baltimore      ..         ..     1,460,874 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  to  district  of  Columbia   « •        879,985 

Total  forwarded  in  1875  2,840,809 

„         1874  2,227,971 

„         „         1878  2,752,178 

„  „  1872  2,268,694 

Of  anthracite  the  Northern  Central  Bailroad  brought  to  Balti< 
more  the  past  year  276,784  tons,  against  232,938  tons  in  1874; 
242,754  tons  in  1873,  and  244,767  tons  in  1872. 

JBailtoaye.^^The  two  following  tables  show  the  amount  of  freight 
received  from  the  west  by  the  principal  lines  of  railway  having  their 
termini  in  Baltimore. 


CoHPABATiYB  Statement  of  the  Leading^Commodities  received  from  the 
West  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  itailway,  and  Delivered  to  Con- 
signees  at  Baltimore,  for  past  Three  Years. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1875. 

1874. 

1873. 

Cotton 

Bales     .. 

12,191 

8,374 

12,556 

Coal 

Tons 

1,419,847 

1,407,877 

1,972,810 

Flour 

Barrels  .. 

859,559 

970,586 

882,814 

Wheat      .. 

Bushels.. 

876,267 

2,709,700 

601,100 

Com 

>»       •  • 

5,940,214 

5,480,307 

4,725,898 

OU 

Barrels  .. 

481,689 

145,661 

66,896 

Lnmher    .  • 

Tons 

51,070 

58,154 

89,715 
25,817 

Proyisions 

})         ** 

24,000 

28,086 

Butter       .. 

»         •• 

620 

820 

420 
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RscEiprs  at  Baltimore,  per  Northern  Central  Eaflwaj,  for  the  last 
Tiipee  Years  compared. 


Alti^BS. 

.Quantity. 

ia75. 

187i 

1878. 

Coal          

General  SMEduindise 

Flour        

Grain        

Live  stock 

Lime  and  plaster . . 

Pig  iron  and  iron  ore 

Lumber 

CoaloU 

Butter 

Lard,  Ac 

Provisions 

iTons 

fiiJrrels  !." 
Bnshels  .. 
Tons 

Bnshels  . . 
Tons 
Feet 

Barrels  .. 
Tons 

tt         •  • 

>» 

276,874 

109,489 

856,805 

2,B22,265 

15,870 

S09,218 

18,020 

27,809,644 

226,910 

1,288 

3.866 

29,325 

232,988 

118,800 

881,805 

3,006,200 

16,299 

810,155 

24,654 

24,754,650 

110,458 

1,409 

6,245 

27,748 

242,954 

140,648 

307,798 

2,282,122 

14,149 

S07,W> 

28,035 

80,153,706 

185,6a§ 

8,801 
24,014 

The  whole  of  the  above  receipts  per  Northern  Central  Bail  war,  for 
1875,  bein^  equivalent  to  667,860  net  tons,  as  against  634,768  t<BV8  in 
the  year  1874,  an  increase  of  33,097  tons. 

The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  and  the  Northern  Central  BailwajFS  have 
aigreed  to  allow  a  drawback  of  3  c  a  bushel  upon  all  grain  exported 
from  the  arrivals  over  their  respective  roads,  placing  Baltimore  on  av 
equal  footing  with  Philadelphia  in  this  respect.  The  Elevator  Com- 
panies have  likewise  made  a  reduction  in  their  charges  from  If  to  1^  c. 
per  bushel  upon  grain  received  from  railway  tracks,  and  to  1^  c.  per  bushel 
upon  grain  received  from  vessels,  a,nd  from  ^  to  ^  of  a  cent,  per  bushel 
for  storage  for  each  ten  days  after  the  first  period,  together  with  a 
proportiD&flte  reduction  for  bagging  And  other  service. 

These  reductions  will  probaWy  cause  a  very  large  increase  in  the 
grain  trade  of  this  port. 

Pish  ajh)  Fishebibs. 

The  exhaustion  of  the  supply  of  the  food-fishes  of  the  eastern  coaat 
^f  the  United  States  has  for  some  time  excited  the  att^mtion  of  the 
general  government,  and  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  t87l, 
directed  the  president  to  appoint  a  commissioner  of  fish  and  fisheries. 
Professor  Spencer  F.  Baira  was  appointed,  and  that  gentleman,  w!io 
appears  to  be  well  able  to  grapple  with  a  most  diflBcult  subject,  has 
ttade,  after  taking  a  large  mass  of  evidence,  some  very  valuable  repocti 
on  the  decrease  of  the  fisheries,  with  suggestions  for  th^  improve- 
ment. 

The  State  Legislatures  have  also  taken  action  in  the  matter,  and 
many  of  the  States  have  appointed  efficient  commissioners,  who,  acting 
harmoniously  with  the  United  States  CommiBsioner,  will  probably  be 
al:^  to  recommend  to  the  State  Legislatures  the  enactment  of  such 
lavs  n  will  prevent  the  indiscriminate  slau^ter,  in  season  and  out  of 
aeasQji,  by  faur  meme  and  foiil  means,  of  tbe  food-fishes  of  this  eomt, 
wkieh  cfueht,  H  properly  prof^eoted  by  "mme  laws,  to  afford  as  hrgt  a 
8um»ly  or  whohsBome  food  as  tmy  similar  extent  of  oea-ooast  i«  <Ae 
worid. 

The.  falling  off  in  the  sufq^ly  of  cod  along  the  "New  England  ooeat;,  is 
attributed  by  Mr.  Baird  to  the  obstructions  by  way  of  dams  without 
^h-ways  in  the  principal  rivers.  These  dams  prevent  the  alewives 
and  herrings,  whicn  form  the  principal  food  of  the  cod,  from  ascending' 
the  rivers  to  deposit  their  spawn,  and  consequently  they  only  appear  in 
small  numbers  on  the  coast.  Salmon,  also,  which  used  to  frequent 
many  of  these  rivers  are  now  nearly  extinct.    The  quantity  of  saw-dost 
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fu  the  rivers  of  Maine  is  very  deetruetive  to  fish  life.  The  lumberiing 
and  manufacturing:  interests  of  the  New  England  States  are  so  im- 
portant that  legislative  enaotments  to  abate  these  evils  are  rendered 
very  difficult. 

One  of  the  g^eat  difficulties  in  the  United  States  in  legislating  as  to 
the  protection  of  game  and  fish,  arises  from  the  fact  that  each  State,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  passes  its  own  enactments  on  such  a  subject,  and 
with  conflicting  interests  it  is  very  difficult  to  have  anything  like 
uniformity.  Professor  Baird  has,  however,  drafted  a  bill,  which  will 
be  laid  before  the  Legislatures  of  Massachusetts,  Ehode  Island,  and 
Connecticut,  and  is  styled  "  A  Bill  to  Ecj^uJate  the  use  of  Stationary 
Apparatus  m  the  Capture  of  Fish.*'  This  bill  esftabHskes  a  State 
licence,  a  weekly  close  time  from  6  p.m.  Friday  to  6  a.m.  Monday  from 
20th  of  April  to  15th  June,  and  imposes  penalties  for  infringemBnts. 
If  this  bill  should  become  a  law,  it  wiU  certainly  increase  the  supply  of 
those  fishes  which  approach  shallow  waters  for  the  purpose  of  spa¥niicg, 
few  of  which  escape  the  many  devices  in  use  for  their  capture. 

The  most  destructive  of  the  shore  devices  is  the  "  pound  net,"  w'hich 
was  introduced  from  Scotland  in  1838.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  ihm  is 
very  much  the  same  as  what  was  called  in  Ireland  the  "bag  net^  some 
twenty-five  years  ago,  and  was  found  so  destructive  to  the  salmon  when 
approicbing  their  spawning  rivers,  «nd  caused  a  good  deal  of  ill-feeling 
■gainst,  and  sometimes  broken  heads  to,  the  Scotchmen  who  used  them. 

The  commissioner  says  that  tiiese  pounds  and  traps  take  the  fish  in 
larger  numbers  than  any  other  device,  because  they  act  without  the 
direct  agency  of  their  ownei»,  who  can  remain  on  shore  during  stormy 
weather,  assured  that  the  i?ery  disturbance  of  the  sea  will  coudnoe  to 
the  greater  extent  of  the  catch.  He  lias  known  of  an  instance  in  which 
20,000  blue  fish,  representing  a  weight  of  100,000  lbs.,  were  caught 
in  one  weir  in  the  course  of  one  night. 

The  *' pounds  "  are  usually  in  operation  from  the  Isit  of  May,  and 
for  the  summer  they  take  generally  more  or  leas  in  the  jor^er  speeified, 
the  following  more  important  kinds  of  fish,  viz. : — Alewives,  homed 
dog-fish,  tautog,  mackerel,  menhaden,  scup,  sea-bass,  blue-fish,  and 
tqueteague. 

The  shad,  one  of  the  very  best  edible  fisheq,  used  to  be  supposed  at 
one  time  to  pass  from  the  south  in  larc^e  shoals  northwards,  detaching 
portions  of  the  shoal  to  enter  the  fresh  water  rivers  it  met  upon  its 
course.  This  idea  is  however  exploded,  and  now  it  is  well  understood 
that  the  shad,  like  the  salmon,  alewife,  and  herring,  proceeds  to  the  sea 
from  the  rivers  where  it  is  spawned,  and  does  not  again  approach  the 
coast  until  it  wishes  to  return  for  the  same  purpose.  That  thev  are 
then  netted  in  enormous  quantities  there  is  no  doubt,  and  though  this 
ish  is  a  most  prolific  breeder,  it  has  been  persistently  sought  after 
sndpersecuted. 

Dxxt  here  science  has  stepped  in  and  done  wonders;  artificial 
production  has  achieved  a  great  success.  The  first  State  to  turn  its 
aittention  to  this  point  was  Connecticut.  A  few  years  ago  the  Con- 
Becticut  river  was  so  exhausted  of  shad,  that  enough  could  not  be 
procured  for  re-stocking  it.  Now,  after  six  years  of  artificial  pro- 
dvddon,  shad,  which  formerly  cost  20  dol.  per  Hundred,  can  be  bought 
tpatZ  doL 

The  same  process  is  being  tried  in  all  the  principal  rivers  of  Hbe 
cntem  shorei  of  the  United  States,  and  has  been  particularly  sucoess- 
JU  in  the  Hudson  river.  The  spawn  when  taken  from  the  parent  fish 
Itttehes  in  from  three  to  ten  days,  according  to  the  temperature. 

The  experiment  now  being  made  with  the  ova  of  the  CaUfomm 
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salmon  is  looked  upon  with  great  interest  by  those  interested  in  pisci- 
culture. The  United  States  Goyemment  have  established  on  the  St* 
Cloud  river,  about  800  miles  north  of  San  fVancisco,  a  fishing  station, 
where  enormous  quantities  of  salmon  ova  are  collected,  impregnated| 
and  safely  conyeyed  to  the  Eastern  States  for  stocking  the  liyers.  This 
fish  it  is  supi)08ed  can  be  introduced  into  many  of  the  southern  riyers, 
as  it  is  met  with  in  California  riyers  of  a  high  degree  of  temperature. 

The  following  table  shows  the  condition  in  which  the  California 
salmon  eggs  shipped  in  October,  1875,  reached  their  destination : — 


Name  of  State. 


Condition. 


MasBacfansetts 
Connecticut  . .         •  • 

Bhode  Iflland 

New  York 

Kew  Jersey. . 
Pennsylyania 
Maiyland    •• 

Viiginia 

Michigan  .. 
Illinois       •• 

Wisconsin 

Minesota 

Iowa 

Colorado 

Utah  

Canada 

Kew  Zealand 

Korthyille,   Michigan,   for 

the  United  States 
Kern  River,  California     • . 
Tnickee  Eiyer,  California.  • 


S0,000 
480,000 
240,000 

80,000 
820,000 
480,000 
560,000 

820,000 

800,000 

80,000 

80,000 

400,000 

800,000 

240,000 

160,000 

80,000 

50,000 

1,000,000 
250,000 
250,000 


Gk>od. 

Splendid ;  very  few  dead  ^gs. 

if ot  good. 

Not  heard  from. 

Apparently  yeiy  nice. 

Remarkable  success ;  1  per  cent.  lost. 

Beautiful  condition;   could  not  be 

better. 
Fine  order. 

Very  little  loss ;  eggs  superior. 
Bzoellent ;  not  over  2  per  cent  loss. 
Splendid  order. 
Excellent ;  fine  condition. 
Fine  condition. 
Good  order. 
2  per  cent,  loss 
Veiy  good. 
Not  heard  from. 

Good ;  4  per  cent.  loss. 
First  rate. 
First  rate. 


There  were  in  bulk  over  80  bushels  of  salmon  eggs.  It  took  150 
bushels  of  moss  from  Mount  Shasta  to  pack  them.  When  packed 
they  weighed  about  9  tons^  and  filled  156  boxes,  two  feet  square  by 
six  inches  deep* 

Man^  experiments  are  also  being  made  in  the  introduction  of 
salmon  into  the  rivers  faUing  into  the  northern  chain  of  lakes,  where, 
above  the  Falls  of  iNTiagara,  thej  cannot  possibhr  reach  the  sea.  This 
interesting  experiment  is  likely  to  be  successful,  as  there  are  true 
salmon  to  be  met  with  in  certain  lakes  of  Maine,  which  are  cut  off  from 
the  sea  by  impassable  dams.  These  fish  have  increased  in  size,  though 
they  have  never  attained  the  weight  of  the  salmon  frequenting  the 
rivers  which  communicate  directly  with  the  sea.  They  seldom  exceed 
seven  or  eight  pounds  in  weight. 

The  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  are  actively  engaged  througli 
their  efficient  fishery  commissioners  in  devising  means  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  fisheries,  and  besides  artificial  propagation,  now  actively 
in  operation,  the  commissioners  ''earnestly  recommend  that  bettco! 
provision  be  made  for  the  enforcement  of  the  fish  laws,  upon  the  due 
observance  of  which  depends  the  entire  success  of  their  operations.'^  Afl 
the  commissioners  were  only  appointed  last  year,  a  sumcient  time  faaa 
not  yet  elapsed  to  enable  one  to  judge  how  far  the  legislature  will 
support  them  in  their  laudable  efforts  to  increase  the  supply  of  food- 
Baltimore,  January  18th,  1876. 
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Beport  hy  Chniul  JSendenon  on  the  Trade  and  Chmmeree  qf  Boston 
fir  the  r«irl875. 

Thibi  Ib  bo  improYement  to  record  in  the  commercial  or  industrial 
condition  of  affiiira  at  Boston  for  the  year  1875.  In  common  with  all 
other  sections  of  the  conntrj,  it  has  continued  to  suffer  with  increasing 
intensity  from  the  crisis  of  1878,  none  of  the  causes  which  tended  to 
produce  that  result  having  been  removed  or  in  any  way  modified. 

Although  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  foreiffn  exports  took  place  in 
1875  as  compared  with  1874,  this  increase  was  due  rather  to  forced  and 
unremunerative  sales  than  to  an  increasing  and  brisk  demand  abroad, 
whilst  a  falling  off  in  imports,  certainly  not  the  result  of  any  remarkable 
increase  in  native  production,  can  only,  in  common  with  the  relief 
sought  by  exportation,  be  attributed  to  the  diminished  purchasing 
capacity  of  native  consumers. 

This  condition  is  apparent  not  only  in  respect  of  foreign  commerce, 
but  of  every  branch  of  trade  and  industry  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
all  of  which  have  suffered  more  or  less  severely  from  the  universal  and 
increasing  depression. 

Manufacturers  and  producers,  who  had  replenished  their  stocks  in 
the  hope  of  a  revival  of  trade,  found  their  goods  steadily  falling  in 
value,  whilst  merchants  and  dealers,  though  purchasing  cautiously, 
were  barely  able  to  cover  expenses  by  theur  limited  sales,  and  were 
being  constantly  overtaken  by  the  numerous  failures  occurring  from 
day  to  day.  Cfonfidence  and  credit  almost  entirely  disappeared,  and 
wlulst  money  was  abundant,  it  could  not  be  procured  by  those  who  had 
most  need  of  it.  Heal  estate  became  unsaleable  at  reasonable  prices, 
rents  fell  considerably,  many  houses  and  stores  remained  tenantless^ 
and  building,  which  had  been  so  vigorously  carried  on  since  the  fire  in 
1872,  was  idmost  entirely  discontmued.  Meanwhile  the  closing  of 
some  factories,  the  reduction  of  working  time  and  rates  of  wages  in 
others,  and  the  suspension  by  individuals  and  municipal  corporations  of 
innumerable  industries  and  undertakings,  threw  out  of  employment  and 
caused  much  distress  amongst  the  artisan  and  labouring  part  of  the 
population,  for  whom,  even  when  earning  wages,  the  cost  of  living, 
though  itself  reduced  as  low  as  the  heavy  burthen  of  taxation  would 
permit,  was  more  than  ever  out  of  proportion  to  their  straitened 
circumstances. 

The  following  table  shows  the  relative  value  of  foreign  trade  at 
Boston  in  the  year  1875  with  the  British  Empire  atid  other  countries, 
and  the  total  value  of  its  trade  in  that  year  as  compared  with  the  four 
years  which  preceded  it  :— 


[419]  ^^      . 
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Table  of  the  value  of  Imports  and  Exports  at  Boston. 


From  and  to. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total 
Foreign  Trade. 

United  Kingdom 

Canada  and  Newfoundland 

British  Africa 

Australia  and  New  Keaknd 
British  EaEt  Indies 
British  West  Indies 

Dollars. 

18,755,610 

1,990,628 

924,562 
2,050,608 
8,496,988 

721,278 

Dollars. 

22,947,869 

8,850,878 

1,872,041 

857,276 

164,429 

210,252 

Dollars. 
41,702,979 
5,841,501 
2,796,608 
2,907,784 
8,661,412 
981,580 

Total  from  and  to  British  Empire 
„           „           other  oonntriM 

27,989,569 
19,057,594 

»,402,M) 
4,524,650 

'  57,641,808 
28,582,244 

Total  foreign  tzadfi  in  1875 

.         1874        .. 
„         1878        .. 

1872        .. 

1871        •. 

46,997,168 
49,780,806 
60,410,697 
72,022,862 
61,716,068 

88,926,890 
29,068,875 
»2,890,750 
28,582,165 
19.425,065 

80,024,058 
78,884,681 
92,801,447 
95,604,527 
81,141,188 

The  decrease  in  imports  of  2,783,64i3  d(^,  and  the  increase  in  exports 
of  4,873,015  dol.,  show  a  recover j  in  the  total  amount  of  foreign  trade 
of  2*65  per  cent,  in  1875  over  1874,  when,  however,  foreign  tnide  had 
fallen  on  15  per  cent,  as  compared  with  1873 ;  whilst  the  relative  value 
of  trade  with  the  British  Empire,  in  which  there  was  a  decrease  of  about 
4,000,000  dol.  in  imports,  and  an  increase  of  about  6^00,000  doL  in 
exports,  was  in  1875,  as  in  1874,  about  70  per  cent,  of  the  total  foreign 
tcade  of  Boston. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  quantities  and  ruling  prices  of 
the  principal  articles  received  from  and  exported  to  other  Stat^  of  the 
Ttnion  ana  foreign  countries  during  the  year  1875 : — 


Axtidflt. 

Casks 

Jtaedpts. 

Eocports. 

Prices. 

ABhm     

1,899 

215 

Pot8,5to7c.;  P«ari%7lo9c 

Corf— 

Foreicn        

Tons 

82,444 

... 

6  dol.  26  c.  to  6  dol.  25  c 

DooMilte      

... 

I,«).67« 

... 

7to94al. 

CoeoA 

Bags...       ^ 

«,821 

.» 

... 

Cofltoe    

M        ...              ... 

«3,8» 

1,681 

Jsra.  24i  to  81  c.  gQld  perlb. 

Copper  ...       .-       ... 

... 

Shenttiiqg,  80  c;  metal.  11  e.; 
iiigoto,22ic 

Cqtton   ...       

Bales 

160,6» 

89,908 

18i  to  17i  c. 

Packsses    ... 

-" 

17.178 

SheettDgs.  %\  to  11  «.;   drils, 
9  to  111  c. 

Djewooda        

Tons 

17,888 

2,791 

Logwood,  24  to  80  doL;  4^9^^ 

40to60dQL 
lima,  60  to  80  c 

. 

Pieces 

167,981 

... 

Fh^ 

Maokflrel      ...       .m 

^^ointals     ^ 

106,518 

81,978 

8tol2dol.permintid. 
8  dd.  60  c.  to  6  dol. 

Codfish 

t»           ••• 

10^780 

48.441 

ftAnoa         ...       ... 

t»           ••• 

17^887 

... 

Herring        

(1           ••• 

448,256 

862,488 

1  doL  50  c.  to  8  dol.  75  c  per 
qaintal. 

ttfaerkiodi  ».       ^ 

t»           *» 

llMi4 

SQM88 

J'^gj^-    

Oa*B 

l,0i8 

2461.  «»e.«o94il.  flScpH^taK. 

,,                                           .M                      .W^ 

BOIBSS            .M. 

a68«0O 

♦— 

... 

R^  ".      

Drams 
Cases 

12,246 
2,247 

♦" 

lAon  dnnns.  9  to  19  c ;  tayers, 
itlo39c 

Onnges        

Boxes 

196.876 

... 

LemSu        

,,             ... 

78,666 

.M 

... 

Floor     

Barrels 

1,687,972 

271,170 

4  dol.  to  9  dol.  50  c.  per  barreL 

Com  Meal    

11            ••• 

84,108 

78,848 

... 

Oraln,vii.- 
Ifaite 

Bushels       ... 

6,846,840 

1,551,776 

65  to  98  c  per  bushel. 

Oats 

f»           ••• 

2.888.544 

41  to  82  c        „ 

Bye    

„           .M 

27,878 

.M 

96  c  to  1  dol.  25  c.  per  bMbel. 

Wheat         ^       ... 

i»           ••• 

*»SWS 

784,941 

.M 

Bailey          

„ 

580,896 

... 

... 

Shorts 

(>           ••• 

1,628,075 

... 

...          /^^                                           1 
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Artidet. 

Bales 

Beceipts. 

Exports. 

Piiees. 

Qwanj  bain     

1,578 

... 

„     doth    

»j   •••       • 

306 

... 

11  to  14  c. 

HMipaodJiito. 

Tons ...        .!.* 

300 

•.. 

Me'^ioto"  ::    ;:: 

Bales 

}i    ...       •» 

a6,47I 
«S,227 

... 

2|  to  8|  e. 

jfliJ^«^«»;:; 

1,186 

... 

... 

jj    

2,886 

... 

S0ta>25c.  fDldperlb. 

„    

Number 

1,202,848 

... 

... 

OoataUns        

Bales 

8,860 

... 

1.. 

It              ...       — 

Number      ... 

95,628 

... 

... 

Hay      

... 

... 

20  to  23  dol.  per  ton. 

Hqpi      

Bales.'."       ... 

... 

944 

12  to  88  c. 

lea        ...       „.       .., 

Tons 

M. 

66,379 

... 

pwU«o_ 

Packages    ... 

570 

.». 

.« 

IroB,tfK.— 

... 

B«f    ...       

Ban 

3I67,6» 

•" 

Aaeriean  and  BugUah,  50  dol. 
to  62  dol.  50  e. 

xiatroad  ban" 

Tons ... 
Ban 

1,728 
9,182 

... 

BimSies    ;;!    ;.*! 

Tons 

Number      ... 

1,889 
176,745 

... 

Hates 

II           ••• 

80,644 

... 

Scrap 

Tons 

1,122 

... 

... 

ri?  :::    :::   ::: 

Pigs :::    ::: 

12,502 
80,188 

American  pig,  24  to  82  dot 

Leather 

Sides 

1.672,986 

Hemlock,  ati  to  81  c. 

„       

Bundles 

463,105 

... 

Bough  C.  skins,  53  to  60  c 

„       

Value 

... 

$2,300,776 

Boota  and  shoes 

Cases 

... 

1.848,494 

Lime      

Casks 

184,000 

Ltoeed 

Bags 

178,410 

... 

... 

Lumber 

Feet 

76,179,735 

10,880,000 

Shingles 

Number      ... 

4,616,000 

». 

Molasset          «.. 

Hogsheads  ... 

54,468 

8,426. 

33  to  47  c  per  gallon. 

,j               

Tierces 

3,748 

816 

... 

1)                ...       ..• 

BarreU 

4,548 

15,992 

... 

NailH      

Casks 

... 

68,904 

3lto3fc. 

Naval  Btoree,  viz.— 

... 

Boflin            

Barrels 

22,401 

2,948 

Idol.  95  c.  to  7  dol.  25  c 

Tarpentine 

Spirita  of  ditto 
Pitch 

;;         ;;; 

3,447 
6,250 

9 
1,223 

31  c  to  45  c.  per  gallon. 

11         ••• 

1,496 

3,671 

.M 

Tar     

10,688 

1,916 

2  dol.  25  c.  to  3  dol.  50  e.  per  barroL 

Petroleam        

Gallons       !!. 

... 

2,670,947 

101  to  14  c.  per  gallon. 

ProvisionB,  viz.— 

Beef 

Barrels 

89,885 

10,632 

10  dol.  to  18  doL  50  c  per  bcmL 

Porte  ...       

»»           •— 

88,819 

86,850 

15  to  23  dol. 

Bacon 

Boxes 

88,026 

110,084 

Ham 

Casks 

29  297 

... 

... 

Tongues       

Lia3 

Barrels 

2,394 
60.488 

38,818 

13|tol6i«.per]b. 

Cases 

26,8a6 

18,871 

M. 

Butter*.!.       ','.'.       ",'. 

Packages    ... 

583,318 

10,355 

18  to  42  c  per  lb. 

Cheese          

Cask* 

208 

« 

8  to  17  c.  per  lb. 

BOZM 

144362 

vz^m 

.« 

...       ».. 

TaoM 

108 

... 

Hogf,  dnssed 

Number 

97,868 

«. 

,,     live     .M       .„ 

i»           •" 

819,292 

•.. 

— 

Bice       

SS."   :: 

4,700 
2;29l 

2,856 

6|toHc 

siat    ;::    ;:.*    ;:; 

Bushels 

1.604,801 

... 

••• 

Saltpetre          

Bags 

1,582 

... 

«. 

Spices,  viz.- 

Pepper         

»    ...       ... 

25,998 

... 

... 

Ginger          

It    •••       «• 

hS!t 

... 

... 

,               

Lbs. 

169,200 

... 

... 

Cassia          ...       ... 

Packages    ... 

188 

... 

... 

KvtmegB      ...       ... 

Cases 

1,862 

... 

... 

Ofcrne          

Padcagei    ... 

.  too 

M. 

.«. 

S^Wla    ... 

GaUoot 

186,117 

281,968 

New  England  nuq,  1  doL  26  c  to 
Idol.  50c 

mm*  -.     *••     *.' 

Honiwrfi 

ut;m 

114 

]fiiseovado,7|to8ic 

II      

SSSr  .['. 

22,401 

20,192 

GiancOsied  and  powdend,  10|  to 

^^ 

Bags...       .- 

881.20 

•M 

. 

B^ea 

i,28D 

278 

SoK  sugar,  7i  to  lOic 

Simiac    '..'      !.!       !!! 
ftSm   ..       „.       .. 

Bags...       ... 

Banwa       ... 

8^750 

8M12 

6|«o10ic 

Tin        .«       -.       ... 

Plgt 

16,884 

... 

ttepMM        ...       ... 

Boocee 

199,4B4 

••• 

m— 

T^bwoaV. 

Hogslieate  ... 

Ma8 

!•?! 

... 

jj      ,,,       

Bales... 

12,451 

8,257 

•>• 

ff      ...       ...       ... 

BeM 

«7.m 

8,818 

~. 

Vine     ...       ...      ... 

GaSooi      •M 

171,016 

».. 

W00l,Tl«.- 

Deneeilc      ...      ^ 

Bi4es         mJ 

20S4H 

.M 

88to8Dc 

Foreign        

II            ••' 

44,668 

... 

^ 

2iE2 
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The  following  is  a  reyiew  of  the  condition  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  trade  at  Boston  during  the  year  1875 : — 

TflE  CoTTOif  Tbade. 

The  receipts  of  raw  cotton  were  considerably  less,  whilst  the  export 
was  much  larger,  than  in  1874,  many  of  the  mills  having  suspended 
work  during  a  portion  of  the  year. 

According  to  statistics  recently  published  for  one  year  ending  July 
Ist,  1875,  out  of  a  total  in  the  United  Slates  of  875  cotton  mills  and 
9,539,684  spindles,  which  worked  up  1,242,089  bales  of  cotton,  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  had  206  mills  with  8,775,684  spindles,  which 
were  supplied  with  450,204  bales  of  cotton.  Operatives'  wages  in  these 
latter  mills  had  been  reduced  20  per  cent,  since  1869,  but  were  still  40 
per  cent,  higher  than  in  1860.  It  is  calculated  that  they  will  not  bear 
any  farther  reduction  at  the  present  cost  of  living. 

The  price  of  cotton,  which  was  16|  to  17^  for  middling  in  April, 
continued  to  fall  with  a  decreasing  demand  till  early  in  December, 
when  it  settled  down  at  18^  to  18^. 

Thb  Wool  Tbade. 

The  receipts  of  domestic  wool,  about  60,000,000  lbs.,  were  10,500 
bales  less,  and  of  foreign,  about  12,000,000  lbs.,  nearly  12,000  bales 
more,  than  in  1874.  Trices  ruled  low,  especially  for  fine  wool,  and 
much  of  that  imported  from  Australia  sold  at  a  loss. 

Dbt  Goods  Tsade. 

This  trade,  which  suffered  more  than  any  other  in  1874,  continued 
to  be  seriously  affected  by  steadily  falling  prices  in  cotton  goods,  a 
decreasing  demand,  and  the  flooding  of  the  market  by  forced  sales  of 
bankrupt  stocks.  From  experiments  tried  in  foreign  markets,  including 
England  itself,  manufacturers  and  merchants  are  now,  however,  buoyed 
up  by  the  hope  that  the  reduction  in  wages  and  other  factory  expenses 
already  effected,  will  enable  them  to  export  a  large  amount  of  cotton 
goods  at  a  moderate  profit. 

In  woollen  fabrics  the  business  of  the  year  was  somewhat  better 
than  in  cottons.  Foreign  fine  cloths  were  in  small  demand,  but 
American  low  and  medium  qualities  and  mixed  cotton  and  wool  dress 
goods  were  well  sought  after  at  steady  and  fair  prices,  as  compared 
with  the  reduced  cost  of  raw  material  and  production. 

The  Clothing  Tbade. 

This  business  was  on  the  whole  brisker  than  in  1874,  the  reduced 
price  of  ordinary  cloths  and  the  large  demand  for  cheap  clothing  having 
enabled  clothiers  to  manufacture  and  dispose  of  a  considerable  amount 
of  goods  at  a  moderate  profit,  though  without  leaving  much  margin  for 
baadebts. 

The  Boot  and  Shoe  Tbade. 

The  amount  of  business  was  larger  than  in  the  previous  vear,  but 
the  demand  was  principally  for  the  lower  class  of  goods,  and  the  prices 
offered  left  little  or  no  profit,  notwithstandino:  the  use  of  inferior  stock, 
and  the  reduction  of  wages  and  other  working  expenses.  This  trade 
was,  moreover,  very  injuriously  affected  hj  failures  throughout  the 
country,  which  forced  several  firms  engaged  in  it  to  go  into  liquidation. 
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Hide  akd  Lxatheb  Teadb. 

The  price  of  hides  held  up  prettj  well  in  the  begiimiiiff  of  the  jear, 
hut  dechned  after  a  time,  and  the  market  was  very  dnQ  toiwds  its 
dose.  The  tanning  and  currying  business  was  very  much  depressed 
tiiroughout  the  year,  and  sales  of  leather  were  unremunerativey  and 
were  only  saved  from  being  very  much  more  so  by  large  shipments  of 
sole  leather  to  Europe,  which  relieved  the  market  to  some  extent. 

Ibdli  Bxtbbeb  Goons. 

Prices  fell  considerably,  and  the  trade  in  these  goods  was  very  dull 
throughout  the  year. 

Calcutta  Ooons  akd  Dombstic  BAoeuro. 

The  Calcutta  trade,  once  very  extensive  in  Boston,  is  now  insignifi- 
cant. The  importation  of  jute  butts  was,  however,  much  larger  than  in 
1874,  whilst  that  of  gunny  cloth  and  gunnjr  bags  has  contiqued  to 
decline,  through  the  larse  and  now  excessive  supply  of  domestic 
bagging.  The  quantity  of  linseed  was  nearly  the  same,  but  saltpetre 
was  only  imported  to  the  amount  of  one-seventh  of  the  quantity  in 
1874,  nitrate  of  soda  being  now  extensively  substituted  for  it. 

Gbadt  ahd  Floitb. 

The  price  of  low  and  medium  grades  of  flour  was  low  throughout 
the  year,  but  the  higher  grades  were  scarce  and  maintained  good 
prices. 

Maize  was  in  eood  supply  at  a  reduction  of  25  c.  per  bushel  on  the 
previous  year,  and  the  quantity  exported  was  much  kurger.  Oats  were 
also  abundant  and  low  in  price,  but  the  quality  was  generally  inferior. 
The  Quantity  of  wheat  received  and  exported  was  about  300,000  bushels 
less  than  in  1874. 

Thb  Liqxtob  Tbadb. 

The  liquor  trade  has  felt  the  influence  of  the  general  depression, 
but  the  licence  law,  which  replaced  the  prohibitory  law  and  came  into 
operation  in  June,  1875,  has  placed  the  trade  on  a  better  footing,  and 
is  generally  acknowledged  to  have  done  some  good,  although  it  cannot 
yet  be  saicl  to  have  had  a  fair  trial.  The  number  of  places  in  Boston 
where  liquor  was  sold  has  in  any  ciewe  been  reduced  from  8,090  to 
2,483,  and  the  least  respectable  dealers  were  the  ones  who  gave  up  the 
business. 

The  Gboceby  Tbadb. 

The  imports  of  sugar,  molasses,  and  other  groceries,  show  an 
increase  over  the  previous  year,  and  the  business  of  the  year  was  fairly 
remunerative.  A  drawback  allowed  on  refined  sugar  enabled  refiners 
to  export  surplus  stocks,  whilst  an  agreement  amongst  leading  grocers 
to  maintain  the  price  a  trifle  above  cost^  put  an  end  to  a  competition 
which  in  previous  years  had  produced  a  loss  to  the  trade.  Coffee  main- 
tained a  high  price,  whilst  in  spices  and  other  groceries  there  was  no 
variation  of  importance. 

FoBK  Packiko. 

This  business  has  fallen  off*  considerably,  the  number  of  hogs 
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received  for  packing  in  1875  being  less  than  half  the  number  recei?ed 
in  1873,  and  judging  from  the  failure  of  several  firms  engaged  in  this 
txade^  it  was  a^pparontlj  unprofitable,  notwithstanding  a  large  increase 
in  Ae  qamititiss  exportsd. 

Thb  Caittle  Mabxzt. 

The  Boston  market  is  principally  sallied  fix>m  the  West,  a  small 

Oortion  of  cattle  being  received  from  New  York  and  the  New  Eng- 
states,  and  a  smaller  proportion  still  from  Canada.  The  number 
of  homed  cattle  received  dunng  the  year  was  146,000,  or  18,000  less 
than  in  1874,  of  calves  16,780,  i£out  900  lees,  and  ot  sheep  872,000,  or 
about  8,000  more.  Thq  price  of  sheep  did  not  vary  from  the  previous 
year,  but  beef  fell  about  14  per  cent. 

The  Fish  Teade. 

TlUb  tnds    vas    eonparativ^  prosperous,  no  serious   disasters 
hflfvia^  occaned  to  the  fining  fleet,  and  piieea  of  fish  harving  been  well 
'D«d.    Both  SHpply  mmL  demand  were,  however,  limited,  and  the 
{voita  snail. 

Whale  Fishebt. 

There  was  no  marked  improvement  in  the  results  of  the  whale 
fishery  as  compared  with  pfevious  years.  A  larger  number  of  vesselti 
was  employed,  and  none  of  them  met  with  any  disaster,  but  whilst 
-some  were  very  successful,  others  were  tiie  reverse,  aad  the  pvefite  and 
losses  were  probably  about  equalised. 

CoTTsmr  FttODiroB. 

The  sapplhf'  of  butter  was  krger  axid  tiie  priee  lovar  thin  in  1874, 
aKhcmgh  receipts  from  Ca&ada  have  almoet  entirely  ceased.  Cheese 
was  lower  in  price,  the  total  exports  from  the  United  Stales  having^ 
fallen  from  96,620,000  Ibp.  in  1874  to  92,250,000  in  1876.  Hay,  beans,^ 
and  potatoes  were  also  lower  in  price,  but  the  apple  crop  was  small  and 
the  priee  high. 

TrSAJftCIML. 

Monejr  ruled  lower  than  for  twenty  yean  previooaljr,  the  supj^y 
Mag  far  in  excess  of  tiia  demand,  aad  m«eh  oi  it  remauiing  idle  for 
want  of  safe  inv^stoieiits.  Doling  the  fi2*st  three  numths  of  the  year 
disoaimt  waa  from  6 1&  7  per  sent.,  but  by  June  it  had  fallen  to  from 
3^  to  4  for  first  class  paper.  It  then  went  up  gradually  and  closed 
with  the  year  at  4^  to  7,  tne  extremes  for  the  whole  year  tieing  8^  and  7 
against  5  and  10  in  1874.  The  utmost  caution  was  evinced  by  lenders,^ 
and  tiie  nuasbar  of  pxifikged  borroweia  became  very  mndk  reduced. 

The  range  of  gdd  pvamiium  for  the  year  was  lllf  to  tl7|,  against 
M0toU4tiiLl874,aBdlMito  Ud^m  187a  The  opening  rate  in 
Jnaaarj  was  1I2|)  inskig  gradoally  to  117  in  Maxeh^from  which  time 
it  llttetartsd  betMen  Ulf  to  117f « and  dosed  in  Deoember  at  113. 

Steding  exdumge  fell  digfatl]|r  hettweea  Jamiary  and  March,  and  in 
April  roaa  to  ti^lughest  rate  dnziDg  ^  year.  Front  April  to  August 
there  was  little  fluctuation,  but  in  September  Aore  was  a  dewie, 
which  continued  in  October,  when  the  lowest  rate  was  reached,  and 
from  that  time  a  gradual  nae^teok  plaee. 

The  raoge  for  the  year  aa  compared  with  1874  was : — 
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„       short  sigbft 


1876. 

4-78        4-88 
4-82^      4-91 


1874. 

4*80  to  4-861 
4'8S  4-38i 
4-87      4^1i 


PoPULATIOir  AHD  TaXATIOK. 

The  Skate  censas  for  Magsachusetts  ia  1875  shows  the  increase  in 
the  population  of  Boston  and  of  the  State  itself  as  compaied  with  1870, 
when  tb&  national  census  was  taken  as  follows : — 


Boston. 

Population  in  1875 

inl870 

941,9:9 
292,472 

l,«<n,902 
1.457,361 

Increase     .. 

49,447 

194^551 

Trom  the  reports  of  the  citjr  auditor,  it  appearB  that  in  the  year 
1855-56  the  debt  of  the  city  of  Boston  was  7,107,140  doL,  and  its 
expenditare  waa  2^96,883  doi.,  whilst  in  1874-75  the  debt  amounted 
to  45,134,261  doL  (with  a  ledemption  fund,  however,  of  16,381,626  doL), 
and  the  eacpenses  to  15^388,632  dol. ;  and  in  further  j)roof  of  the  neces- 
sity of  a  redaction  of  expenditure  and  taxation  the  following  return 
was  rectnil^  published,,  eomparing  the  increase  in  population  with  that 
in  ta^^ation  in  Bositon  and  in  Massachusetts  from  the  year  1860  to  1875, 


VIZ.; 


TopakMimd 


nia.1876 364,880 

1860 247,496 


Increase  of  popnlatlon,  47  per  cent. 


lir,38f 


Taxation  of  Boston  in  1874 

9$L  V  1861         •• 

inenaa*  ia  taiatmir,  914  ytt  cent. 


Dnllan. 

12^29,947 

8,060,367 

9^79,00 


Popukfcion  of  MassaehnaetlB  1875  . .  1,651.662 

,.  „  1860  ..  1,281,066 

Ineitaae  of  popnistiony  84  per  cent  420,586 


Taxation  inMawachnaetto  in  1874 
I860 


DoUaiK 

28,700,606 

7,660,6ai 


Inneaae  in  tazaUai»  27T  per  cent       21,100,104 

Suxmsm  aitb  Natioatiok. 

Tkt  ft>Uo¥nng  atotement,  compiled  from  the  cQatom-hoaae  veoardB, 
ahowv  tibe  nationaKtyi  nuiciber,  and  toBoace  of  reneia  in  Hbe  fbieign 
tiade  whicL  anired  at  Beaton  in  1875»  and  the  number  and  tonnage  of 
British  veaseb  which  amTed  in  each  of  the  last  five  years  reu^eo- 
th»ly:— 
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NaUonalitj  of  Yeadt. 

Briiifib 

American 
Nonregian 

Oennan 

Italian 

Austrian 

French 

liberian • 

Swedish 

Pori^gaeae 

Dani^ 

Dominican 
Gnatemalian     •  • 

Dntch 

Bimziliaa  •  • 

Total  in  1875.. 


Number. 


2,047 


Tonnage. 


1,384 

892,657 

639 

272,562 

19 

6,826 

11 

3,179 

10 

4,501 

3.797 

1,362 

822 

1,811/ 

1,393 

536 

454 

557 

161 

137 

690,755 


British 

Vessels  and  Tonnage  in : — 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

1871 

2,796 
2,524 
2.227 
1,766 
1,334 

570,280 

1872 

553,405 
495,621 

1873 

1874 

449,140 

1875 

392,657 

The  ahove  tonnage,  estimated  under  the  American  tonnage  tax 
law,  which  allows  a  very  small  deduction  on  gross  tonnage,  is  ahout  12 
per  cent,  higher  than  the  British  net  register  tonnage. 

The  six  following  tables,  compiled  from  the  last  annual  report  on 
commerce  and  navigation  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  at 
Washington  for  the  year  to  the  30th  June,  1874,  show  the  total 
immigr^ion,  foreign  commerce,  maritime  trade,  and  the  number  of 
vessels  built  and  owned,  and  the  proportion  of  the  latter  pertaining  to 
fisheries,  at  all  ports  of  the  three  States  in  this  consular  district,  as 
compared  with  similar  totals  for  the  whole  of  the  Tlnited  States . — 

I.  Statehekt  of  the  Number  of  British  and  other  Immigrants  who 
arrived  in  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire,  and  Total  in  the 
XJnited  States  in  the  Tear  ended  30th  June,  1874. 


Immigrants  who  arrived  at 

Britiab. 

Other 
NationaUUes. 

Total. 

Boston 

Otherporte  in  MasBacfausetts     . . 
New  Hampshire 

19,845 

9 

13 

4,880 
194 

24,225 

203 
13 

Total  (none  at  Vermont). . 
Total  in  the  United  States 

19,867 
150,269 

4,574 
168,080 

24,441 
318,339 

The  number  of  emigrants  from  the  United  States  during  the  above 
year  was  72,846  against  58,072  in  the  one  preceding  it,  wben  the 
number  of  immigrants  from  abroad  was  459,803. 
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Statemxkt  of  the  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  Built  in  Massa* 
diusetts  aikd  New  HampsUre,  and  Total  in  the  United  States,  in 
tiie  Tear  eaded  June  30, 1874. 


SaOlogyeMelf. 

StaamVesself. 

Toial. 

YeBsels  Built  tn — 

Yen^. 

Tons. 

Veiielft 

Tons. 

Veueli.       Tons. 

Nbw  Hainpsbiro 

72 
8 

80,809 
3,182 

5 

689 

77           31,498 
3            8,182 

Total  (Done  in  Vermtflit) 
„    tD  rute4  StatM. 

75 
961 

83,901 
216,m6 

5 
104 

689 
101,92* 

80           34,680 
1,065      -  818,245 

Si!^TE3CET!ra?  of  the  NuB)ber  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  (excbsive  of 
Bargee  and  Caaal  Boats)  Eegiitered,  Enrolled,  and  Licensed  in 
Massacliosetts  and  New  Hampshire,  and  Total  in  the  United 
States,  on  June  30, 1874. 


VesMls  Begistand,  Enrolled, 

Sailing  Ve«el8. 

Steam  Vesed*. 

Tofiy. 

and  Ucensed  at— 

Veuelfl. 

Tone. 

Veaela. 

TflU. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

lorts  in  Maoachusettt 

„  ,  New  Hampshire 

2,6t9 
69 

454,629 
18,831 

119 
5 

3fti507 
671 

2,648 
74 

'    494,186 
14,602 

Total  (none  in  Vemumt) 
„     in  United  States 

2,898 

18,147 

466^460 
2,478.n6 

124 

4,186 

4^178 
1,180^609 

2,722 
«,883 

f)08,638 
3,669,326 

StATXHEBT  of  the  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  pertaining  to  tfce 
Whale  and  Cod  and  Madkerel  I'lsherie'i  in  Massachusetts  smd 
Neyr  Hampshbe,  and  Total*  iu  tlie  United  Stotes,.  ou  June  dO, 
1874. 


WludeFiiherios. 

God  and  Xackerel  Fisberits. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

KewAsnpihirt 

142 

86,134 

1,026 
26 

49,579 
917 

Tciia  (nonain  Vennont; 

,,    in  Umtfid  States     

142 

162 

86,1M 
89,10ff 

1,062 
2,099 

50,496 
78,290 

Bovtoa,  FebraaBf  10^  1876. 
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Table  No.  VII.— continued. 

Products  exported  from  "Wilmington,  North  Carolina, 
to  December  31, 1875. 


491 


Articles. 


Bice        

Hano&ctiired  tobacco   . . 

Iron  ores 

Juniper  bolts 

Ck>wpea8..        

Railroad  cross  ties 

Paper  stock        

"EggB * 

Bags       

Hides 

Bees' wax  

Oane  fibre  

Molasses 

Leather  

Shocks 

Wool 

Kaolin 

Bosinoil 

Empty  kegs,  barreU,  and  hogs- 
heads   i 

Spirits 

Bricks 

Yegetables         

Boots  and  herbs. 

Pipe 

Fnra 

Froit 

Liquors 

Ouano 

Naphtha 


Measnres. 


Casks 

Packages  .. 
Tons 

Number  . . 
Bushels  . . 
Nomber  . , 
Bundles  . . 
Barrels  .. 
Bales 

Bundles    . . 
Barrels 
Bales 

Hogsheads., 
Bolls 

Bundles    •  < 
Bales 
Casks 
Barrels      . 


Number    • 

Barrels 

Bundles    . 

Hogsheads. 

Cases 

Barrels 

Barrels      . 


QuantiUes. 


Barrels 


167 

40 

664 

76,889 

1,840 

12,118 

1,841 

65 

246 

270 

44 

81 

172 

89 

7,480 

98 

789 

166 

1,861 

226 

8,090 

68 

224 

24 

12 

186 

49 

488 

12 


These  are  reported 
as  hayiag  been  ex- 
ported as  articles  of 
produce  and  mann- 
ntctnre  during  the 
year  1875  in  the 
measures  and  quan- 
tities stated,  but  they 
haye  not  been  quoted 
in  the  Wilmington 
prices  current,  and 
their  yalue,  there- 
fore, has  not  been 
ascertained. 


Smppnro  awd  Natioatiok. 

The  following  tables  will  sufficiently  indicate  tbe  British  tonnage 
Ac,  engaged  in  trade  with  this  consular  district,  viz. : — 
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Table  No.  IX. — Statement  showing  further  the  Employment  of 
British  Vessels  in  the  Consular  District  of  North  and  South 
Carolina. 


Number  of  y«Melt. 


In  Years. 


1872 
1878 
1874 
1876 


With 
Cargoes. 


47 

54 
62 
68 


In 
Ballast. 


90 
153 
196 
172 


187 
207 
248 
240 


Tonnage. 


With 
Cargoes. 


In 


16,839 
21,980 
16,887 
28,030 


14,143 
63,048 
103,040 
78,240 


Total. 


59,982 
85,028 
119,927 
101,270 


Number 

of 
Crews. 


1, 409 
2,344 
2,894 
2,642 


Value 

of 
Cargoes. 


£ 
123,285 
112,624 
85,660 
98,881 


CLB4BANCBS. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number 

of 
Crews. 

Value 

In  Years. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

of 
Cargoes. 

1872 
1878 
1874 

1876 

126 
190 
288 
216 

4 
6 
11 
15 

130 
196 
249 
281 

54,011 
72,829 
117,645 
87,852 

2,418 
4,738 
6,564 
7,170 

56,424 
77,593 
124,209 
94,622 

1,471 
2,178 
3,053 
2,424 

1,389,678 
2,042,261 
3,466,179 
I,980,93fi 

In  the  report  furnished  a  year  ago  au  account  was  j^iveu  of  the 
operations  in  progress  on  the  bar  of  Charleston  harbour  under  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  City  Council  of  Charleston.  The  engineer  employed 
then  stated,  ns  a  result  of  his  operations  to  that  period,  that  "any 
vessels  drawing  17 J  to  18  feet  could  come  in  or  out  during  any  ordi- 
nary high  water,"  and  the  same  statement  may  now  be  Repeated.  The 
channel  to  which  these  statements  refer  is  generally  known  as  Die 
"  Pumpkin  Hill  Channel.'*  But  there  is  another  channel  through  the 
game  bar  which  became  blocked  by  wrecks  during  the  war,  and  has 
been  since  disused.  This  channel,  known  as  the  "Beach  Channel," 
has  of  late  been  greatly  improved  by  the  operations  of  engineers  in  the 
service  of  the  Government  of  the  United  StatCH,  and  will  hereafter  be 
more  generally  used.  In  the  course  of  the  current  season  vessels 
drawing  16,  16j,  and  17  feet  have  been  taken  tlirough  it. 

The  following  extract  from  Lieutenant- General  Gilmore's  report, 
lately  submitted  to  Congress,  will  show  more  particularly  the  nature  of 
this  channel : — 

"  Improvement  of  the  8kip»Ohannel  in  Oharlesion  Harbour^  South 
Carolina. — ^During  the  fiscal  year  the  work  of  removing  the  outer  end 
of  Bowman's  jetty,  so  as  to  widen  and  deepen  the  inner  end  of  the 
beach  channel,  was  continued.  Of  the  stone  taken  up  some  is  dis- 
charfi;ed  in  deep  water  near  by,  and  some  deposited  on  the  shore-end  of 
the  jetty.  Three  contractors  have  been  emnloyed.  The  totd  quan- 
tity of  stone  removed  was  8,876  cubic  yards,  which  has  resulted  in 
eiving  a  low-water  depth  varying  from  15|  to  16^  feet  on  a  lineal 
distance  of  4sOO  feet  over  the  former  outer  end  of  the  jetty,  and  an 
average  low-water  depth  of  12  feet,  varying  from  8  to  16  feet,  over  an 
additional  length  of  100  feet.  At  the  beginning  of  the  present  fiscal 
year  there  remained  to  be  taken  out  about  8,000  cubic  yards  of  stone, 
in  order  to  secure  a  low- water  depth  of  16 J  feet  over  that  portion  out- 
side the  point  selected  for  the  new  pier-head. 
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"  Duriug  the  present  fiscal  year  it  is  contemplated  to  complete  the- 
removal  of  the  outer  end  of  the  jetty  down  to  16J  feet  low  water,  so  as^ 
to  give  a  channel  of  that  depth,  and  a  width  of  nearly  800  feet  between 
the  end  of  the  shortened  jetty  and  the  nearest  point  of  Drunken  Dick 
Shoal. 

"  That  part  of  the  appropriation  not  needed  for  the  work  on  the 
jetty  will  be  expended  in  dredging  in  Beach  Channel  with  the  United 
States  dredging  steamer  *  Henry  Burden.' 

"The  original  estimate,  76,000  doL,  for  the  improvement  of  the 
ship-channel  in  Charleston  harbour,  has  already  been  exceeded  in  the 
aggregate  amounts  appropriated  by  9,700  dol.  This  is  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  the  amount  of  stone  to  be  removed  largely  exceeded 
the  original  estimate,  being  spread  out  to  a  great  breadth  under  the 
sand  and  concealed  by  it. 

"The  engineer  in  charge  requests  an  additional  appropriation  of 
10,000  dol.,  with  which  he  expects  to  complete  the  work  on  the  jettv 
and  do  the  necessary  dredging,  unless  it  i  noiid  be  ipund  that  a  still 
further  shortening  of  the  jetty  is  required  to  aid  the  discharge  of  the 
ebb-curreut  through  Beach  Channel." 

The  port  of  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina,  is  also  undergoing 
most  important  improvement. 

Mr.  Henry  Niitt,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Harbour 
Improvements,  has  obligingly  reported  as  follows,  viz. : — 

"  In  compliance  with  your  request  for  information  respecting  the 
present  situation  of  the  Government  works  for  improving  Cape  Fear 
Jliver  and  Harbour,  their  progress  and  eflfect,  with  my  own  opinion  of 
the  future  prospects  of  ultimate  success,  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that 
the  work  has  progressed  steadily  and  satisfactorily  during  the  past  year, 
but,  labouring  under  many  disadvantages  from  the  meagre  appropria- 
tions made  by  Congress  for  the  purpose,  not  so  rapidly  as  wished  for. 

"It  will  be  remembered  tnat  the  principal  combination  in  the 
general  plan  of  operations  for  improving  the  harbour  is  the  closing  of 
the  new  inlet  to  the  river,  some  eight  or  ten  miles  above  its  mouth. 
This  has  been  gradually  approached,  and  all  the  minor  openings  closed 
and  secured. 

"  A  deflecting  jetty  of  600  feet  has  been  thrown  out  from  the  inner 
extension  of  Federal  Point,  diagonally  across  the  current  with  good 
effect. 

"  A  carpet  or  apron  is  now  being  laid  tfcross  the  inlet  some  4,0CO 
feet  in  length,  varying  in  width  from  40  to  70  feet,  according  to  depth 
of  water,  and  4  feet  thick,  constructed  of  round  logs,  brush,  and  stone, 
secured  together,  beginning  at  the  end  of  the  jetty  and  to  terminate  on 
Zeke's  Island.  Its  object  being  to  prevent  further  deepening  of  the 
water,  and  to  serve  as  a  foundation  for  future  works  for  closing  the 
the  inlet,  about  half  of  this  apron  has  been  successfully  laid  with  very 
satisfactory  results. 

"  Meanwhile  a  channel,  now  nearly  finished,  is  being  opened  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  200  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  low  tide, 
for  the  purpose  of  diverting  the  river  water  from  the  inlet,  and  con- 
ducting it  to  the  main  ouflet  by  a  more  direct  course.  Upon  the 
completion  of  this  channel  the  dredges  will  be  employed  on  the  log 
shoals  above  Big  Island. 

"  The  suction  dredge  has  been  successfully  employed  on  the  outer 
bar  and  Bald  Head  Channel,  both  being  greatly  improved  in  depth  and 
width,  and  now  capable  of  admitting  vessels  of  15  to  16  feet  draught 
when  only  10  to  12  feet  could  pass  ^fore. 

"  The  result  thus  far  of  operations  on  the  river  is  to  allow  vessels 
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of  14  feet  to  pass  freely  from  our  wharves  down  and  out,  when  fonnerly 
only  12  to  12^  could  do  so. 

"Thus  *  the  problem  is  already  solved'  of  the  practicability  of  not 
-only  improving  the  harbour,  but  restoring  it  lo  its  primitive  condition; 
the  only  doubt  of  ultimate  success  arismg  from  the  possibility  that 
Oongress  may  not  make  the  necessary  appropriation.  Should  the 
^amount  now  called  for  by  the  supervising  engineer  be  granted,  I  have 
little  doubt  that  16  feet  at  least  will  be  available  for  proceeding  directly 
±0  sea  from  our  wharves  during  the  next  fiscal  year." 

Public  Wobks. 

The  United  States  signal  service  has  been  extended  as  far  south  as 
Cape  Fear  by  means  of  a  telegraph  along  the  coast. 

GrEKEBA.^  EeMABES. 

The  following  are  embodied  in  the  report  of  Mr.  TTutt,  before 
jeferred  to,  as  applicable  to  Wilmington  and  the  State  of  North 
Carolina: — 

"  In  view  of  the  great  improvement  already  made  in  our  navigation, 
the  railroad  connections  in  every  direction  are  rapidly  proximating 
completion.  The  Western  North  Carolina  Bailroad,  now  owned  by 
the  State,  and  connecting  with  tho  Carolina  Central  Bailroad  is  being 
•energeticaily  pushed  through  the  mountains,  and  soon  we  may  hope  to 
be  in  direct  communication  with  the  great  Mississippi  Valley  and  all 
the  cities  thereof. 

"  There  is  now  on  foot  the  project  of  a  railroad  direct  from  Wil- 
mington to  Cincinnati  by  way  of  Mount  Airy  and  Wytheville,  which 
if  consummated  will  brins  the  two  cities  within  500  miles  of  each  other. 
"  Other  evidences  of  the  beneficial  effect  resulting  from  the  improve- 
ment of  our  navigation  are  uniftistakeable.  Withio  the  past  year  an 
extensive  cotton  compress  has  been  erected  here  at  a  cost  of 
60,000  dol.,  said  to  be  the  best  and  most  complete  of  any  in  the 
United  States.  A  cotton  factory  with  all  the  modern  improvements, 
and  now  in  successful  operation,  has  been  also  erected  at  a  cost  of 
150,000  dbl.  The  Navassa  Guano  Company,  with  a  paid-up  capital 
of  200,000  dol.,  is  in  successful  operation;  a  cane-fibre  factory,  for 
making  paper  material,  has  likewise  been  erected;  and  a  paper  factory 
lis  spoken  of.  A  lightwood  oil  factory  is  in  successful  operation, 
•besides  numerous  steam  saw  mills,  turpentine  distilleries,  iron 
foundries,  machine  shops,  and  mechanical  industries  of  minor  note. 

"  Arrangements  are  now  being  made  for  organizing  a  company  for 
developing  the  rich  deposits  of  marl  and  phosphates  which  abound  in 
this  vicinity. 

"A  valuable  rice  plantation  on  the  river  near  the  city,  wit'i  a  large 
l)ody  of  land  attached,  has  recently  been  purchased  by  on  English 
'gentleman  of  wealth  and  refinement. 

"  Evidences  are  apparent  of  improvement  in  our  public  schools  and 
our  general  school  system,  in  the  highways,  in  farming  operations, 
£tock  raising,  grape  and  general  fruit  culture." 

Charleston,  South  Carolina,  February  4, 1876, 
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Meport  hy  Chnsul  Lynn  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Ctalvesion  for  the- 

Tear  1875. 

The  commerce  at  the  port  of  Galveston  as  shown  in  the  present 
report,  if  considered  in  its  totality,  does  not  equal  that  of  the  preceding 
year,  yet  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  industry  of  the  people  has  declined. 

The  decrease  in  the  product  of  cotton,  the  chief  staple  of  export, 
must  be  attributed  to  climatic   causes,  for  though   more  laud  was 
cultiyated,  the  seasons  were  not  favourable  either  to  the  growth  or  to^. 
the  final  development  of  the  plant. 


Trade  avb  Cohmebce. 

Beceipts  and  Exports  of  Cotton  during  the  Years  ended 
August  31. 


Number  of  Bales. 

•  1873-8. 

1878-4. 

1874-5. 

Beoeived  at  the  part  of  Qalveston 
„          other  ports  in  Texas 
On  hand  and  on  shipboard  not  cleared  • . 

828,821 

10,448 

4,681 

868,402 
25,648 

4,889 

854,927 

18  818 

4,505 

Total 

848,460 

898,984 

872,750 

Exported  to  Qroat  Britala 

„           ports  in  America    .. 

„           Prance        

„           other  ports  in  Europe 

,,           Mexico        

On  hand  and  on  shipboard  not  cleared . . 

Beshipped  to  cotton  factories    • . 

170,711 

128,169 

6,100 

32,584 

997 

4,889 

202,420 

115,046 

22,578 

48,406 

979 

4,505 

•  • 

208,126 

142,968 

2,496 

18,268 

400. 

898 

5,105 

Total     .. 

848,450 

898,984 

872,750 
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BiCEiPTS  at  1^6  Port  of  Ghdveston  of  Products  of  the  State 
during  the  Years  ended  August  31. 


QoanUties. 

Names  <^  Articles. 

Measures. 

1874-5. 

1878-4. 

Apples 

Packages 

6,690 

1,829 

Bacon        

Casks 

1,126 

766 

j»           •  •        •  •        .  •        •  •        . . 

Boxes 

2,504 

420 

>»            ..         ..        .,        •• 

Psckages 

12,210 

, , 

Beef         

Cases 

18,500 

2v,Vvv 

tt                         ••                  ••                  ta                  ••                 !• 

Barrels 

4,260 

1,678 

»f                         ••                 ••                  ••                 ••                 •. 

Tierces 

8,660 

1,994 

Beer          

Kegs 

27,^60 

1,7W 

Bone  dost , . 

Barrels 

•861 

, , 

Bran         

Sacks 

2,880 

1,61© 

Brick        

, , 

8,260,000 

4,800,000 

Bntter       , ,         , .         , ,                   , . 

Packl^ 

6,882 

5,111 

Ooal         

Railway  ca 
loads 

r-               450 

« 

ComlDdian         

Sacics 

28,160 

4,711 

OotUm  geed  oil 

Bairek 

2,960 

898 

Cotton  seed  oil-cake       .. 

Packages 

19,761 

11,867 

Flour         

n 

5,848 

4,987 

Bairels 

26,822 

12,876 

ji            ••        ••        ••         ••         .. 

Sacks 

8,480 

2,411 

H?ies,diy!;        V.        V.         '.!         !! 

Bales 

12,199 

916 

» 

5,870 

6,486 

n          JI    •  •            •  •            •  •            •  •            •  • 

Single 

28,540 

82,4^ 

_„      wet,galted          

Bandies 

27,611 

8i,n6 

Horns       

, , 

29,211 

21,680 

lime         

Railway  ca 
loads 

r-               185 

149 

MiDet        

Bales 

126 

8o 

Molasses 

Barrels 

576 

124 

If         •  •         . .  ■       t  •         •  •         . . 

Half-barre; 

is                841 

860 

t>         t.         »•         t*         ••         •• 

Kegs 

2,784 

1,000 

Moss         

Bales 

284 

251 

Kitre         

Packages 

.  •            • . 

647 

Oats          

Sacks 

89,925 

9,278 

Onions 

Barrels 

1,482 

268 

Pecans 

Packages 

1,277 

22,784 

l*sltiy       . .        • .        •  •        • . 

Bales 

1,078 

286 

PotatocB,  Irish 

Bushels 

7,960 

2,510 

„       sireei 

if 

1J,885 

10,460 

By*           

;focks 

876 

, , 

Stone        

Railway  ca 

loads 
Hogaheads 

1^                 87 

i68 

Sogar        

754 

866 

»            ••        ■•         ••         •■        •• 

Barrels 

698 

rt 

'htHfir 

Packages 

2,140 

4,818 

Tobacco     

yy 

8,410 

«26 

Wheat 

Bushels     . 

86,860 

12,88$ 

Wine        

Barrels 

•22 

14 

M                  ^  ••                 ••                 *•                 ••                 «■•• 

Boms 

46   . 

^ 

Wool         

Sacks 

6,994 

6,976 
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Imports  Coastwise  at  the  Port  ot  Galvestoa  during  the  Years 
ended  August  31» 


Names  of  Articles. 


Apples 

Ale 

Bacon 

»> 
Bagging 

Beef 
Beer 


f. 


Boots  and  shoes 

Bran 

Bricks 

Batter 

Gaudies     •• 

Cement     •  • 

Cheese 

Coal 

Coffee 

Com,  Indian 


Cotton  ties.  • 

Plour 

Hams 

Hay 

Lard 


meal 


Lhne 
Lumber 
Malt 
Molasses 


Kails 

Oats 

Onions 

Peanuts 

PoA 

Potatoes 

Rice 

Rosin 

Salt 

Shingles 

Soap 

Sugar 


Tobacco     .. 
Turpentine 
Whisky      ., 


Measures. 


Packages  .. 
Casks 
Hogsheads 
Boxes 
Rolls     and 

bales 
Barrels 

Kegs 
Cases 

Sacks 


Packages 

Boxes 

Barrels 

Boxes 

Tons 

Sacks 


Barrels 
Bundles 
Barrels 
Tierces 
Bales 
Tierces 
Kegs 
Barrels 
Feet 
Sacks 
Barrels  and 
half-barrels 
Kegs 


Sacks 
Barrels 
Sacks 
Barrels 


Boxes 

Hogsheads 

Barrels 

Packages 

Barrels 


Quantities. 


1874-5. 


9,160 

927 

8,786 

8,210 

21,216 

1,622 
816 

8,654 
18,866 

9,654 

125,000 

14,121 

28,112 

10,484 

8,686 

2,951 
19,750 
42,806 

5,978 
18,880 
88,899 

5,766 
18,560 

5,720 
12,225 

2,165 

25,000,000 

728 

9,658 

4,298 

85,954 

18,269 

2,455 

525 

2,120 

28,789 

8,866 

492 

1,250 

25,000,000 

17,214 

5,216 

14,260 

58,654 

597 

14,760 


1878-4. 


14,529 
1,460 
5,611 
4,148 

25,210 

1,840 

410 

27,200 

20,915 

12;121 

76,000 

16,800 

22,111 

4,416 

5,610 

4,068 

18,846 

54,595 

6,274 

8,45a 

149,400 

8,950 

4,984 

4,511 

7,289 

1,451 

23,000,000 

987 

8,763 

8,510 

84,459 

29,862 

2,615 

868 

2,868 

88,987 

8,955 

511 

6,583 

27,000,000 

18,169 

5,860 

16,817 

59,457 

689 

15,854 
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EXPOBTS  Coastwise  from  the  Port  of  Cblveston  during  the  Tears 
ended  August  81. 


Measures. 

Quantities. 

ITames  of  iiiidee. 

1874-5. 

1878-4. 

Beef         ..        «•        

Barrels     .. 

2,115 

1,578 

Cases 

11,618 

962 

Bees'wax.. 

Packages  .. 

124 

43 

Ck>tton8eed          

SaokB 

815 

118 

Cotton  seed  oil 

Barrels 

1,865 

842 

Cotton  seed  oil-cake       

Packages  .. 

8,828 

861 

Floor        

Sacks 

860 

•• 

Hair          

»»            •  • 

28 

12 

Hams        

Banels 

482 

126 

Hides^diy 

Bales 

e,681 

6,256 

Single       .. 

11,674 

80,910 

,,      wet,  salted          

Bundles    .. 

85,518 

87,421 

Honey 

Packages  .. 

210 

21 

Homa 

•  • 

21,155 

80,785 

Ncata        

, , 

82,974 

41,786 

Nitre         

Barrels     .. 

.. 

547 

Oata          

Sacks 

12,890 

•  • 

Pecana 

Packages  .. 

590 

^,574 

Potatoes 

Barrels     .. 

2,116 

684 

Sheep        

•  • 

8,922 

4,244 

Watermelons 

Crates 

94 

77 

Wheat 

Bushels     .. 

18,200 

•  • 

Wine         

Barrels     .. 

15 

8 

Wool         

Sacks        .. 

6,978 

5,894 

The  foregoing  report  of  imports  coastwise  is  intended  to  show  the 
character  of  the  trade  at  the  port  rather  than  to  embody  ah  accurate 
return. 

Manufactures  of  cotton,  silk,  wool,  iron,  steel,  wood,  leather,  &c., 
are  for  the  most  part  invoiced  under  the  general  term  of  merchandize, 
and  as  it  is  not  required  to  report  imports  coastwise,  neither  the 
quantities  nor  the  yalue  of  such  manufactures  can  be  ascertained.  For 
tne  same  reason  measures  of  quantities  of  imports  and  exports  coastwise 
can  only  be  indefinitely  expressedi  but  the  measure  of  each  article  may 
be  assumed  as  constant. 
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Impob^s  at  the  Port  of  Galreston  in  .tbe  Year  1875. 


l^amet  of  Artieles. 


Weights 
or  Measnres. 


Quantities. 


Inroice 
Value. 


Fbom  Gbiat  BBiTAor. 


Ale  and  beer        ..         .• 

BMks,  encrraringBy  Ae.   . . 

Bimss,  manvfiEu^taris  of  .. 

Bntiong 

Carpets,  woollen  .. 

Ckatns 

Chemicals 

Copper,  manufactures  of . . 

Coral         

Cotton,  maanfaotnrts  of  . . 


Gallons     •• 


Square  yards 


Tons 
Square  yards 


12,774 


269 
68,250 


706 
81,700 


„      HosieTy    .,         *. 

Cutlery 

Bartbenware 

Fancy  goods  .  * 

PSlOB  

Flax,  manufactures  of     . . 

Glass         

Glovie%  kid 

Haiir,  manufactures  of    •  • 

Herrings  .. 

India  rubber,  nunuthetures  of 

Iron  and  steel 

IiDii,pig 

Jewelry 

Jute,  manufiustures  of     . . 

LeaUier,  manufactures  of.  • 

If  usical  instruments 

H etals,  manufactures  of  . . 

Macaroni 

Marble ; 

dive  oil 

Pfrfumery 

Paper,  manufactures  of  . . 

Pipes,  day 

QuicksU^f  r 
Spirits  and  cordiids 
Sardines    .. 

Salt  

Silk,  manu&ctures  of 

Tin  plate 

,,    manu&ctures  of 
Tiles  and  slates    . . 

Tea  

Wearing  apparel  ., 
Wool,  manufactures  of    .  • 

Wine         

Wire,  steel 

Writing  paper 

Sundries    


Dozen 
Lbe." 


Lbs. 


Lbs. 
Gallons 


Lbs. 
GaUoBS 

Lbs." 

Cwt.  ' 


Lbs. 
Gallons 


81 
400 

168,068 


2,100 
*280 


MM 
188 

17,OO0,9W 

724 

15,240 
8,854 


8,858 


Total  value 


8,058 

13 

17 

75 

20 

657 

168 

12 

448 

577 

1,275 

202 

482 

2,777 

428 

186 

485 

572 

87 

17 

T 

7 

7,110 

881 

82 

127 

104 

281 

168 

20 

68 

58 

86 

24 

52 

488 

64 

75 

8,078 

976 

1,067 

27 

170 

297 

74 

458 

571 

14 

21 

658 


82,946 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OAXTXSTOK. 


SOI 


Names  of  Articles. 


Weightg 
or  Measures. 


Quantities. 


IiiYoioe  * 
Value. 


Fbom  Fsanoe. 

Chemicals 

Earthenware 

lion  and  steel,  mami&ctures  of 
Perfumery .  •         . .         .  • 
Spirits  and  cordials         .  •    ^ 

Wine         

Sundries    .. 

Total  yalue 


Fbom  QnoiAHT. 

Ale  and  beer 

Bricks       

Book^  engiayings,  &c.    . . 

Chemicals 

Cotton,  manufactures  of .  • 

Earthenware 

Fancy  goods 

Glass,  manufoctures  of    . . 

Hair 

Herring    ..         ..         .. 

India  rubber,  manufactures  of 
Iron  and  steel  „ 

Leather  „ 

Metals  „ 

Musical  instrumoits 
Sauerkraut  ..  • 

Spirits  and  cordials 
Stone,  manufactures  of   .. 

Wool  „ 

Wood  „ 

Wine  

Sundries  ••  ' 


Gallons 


186 
943 


Gallons 


2,072 
176,500 


Lbs. 


Gallons 


Gallons 


600 


78 


806 


Total  yalne 


Fbom  Bbazuu 


Coffee 


Lbs. 


Fbom  Mbzioo. 


Chemicals . . 
Coooanuts .. 
Coffee 
Fruits 
Gum  zapoti 
Hides 
Honey 
Molasses   •• 
Sugar,  brown 
Sarsaparitla 
Sundries    . . 


Lbs. 
Lbs." 
Gallons 
Lbi' 


5,606,795 


8M72 

2,640 

1,*S67 

65,256 

820,198 

760 


Total  Talue 


187 
62 
18 
19 
49 

188 
7 


-T" 


420 


818 

259 

11 

81 

48 

53 

268 

116 

18 

9 

5 

2 

79 

1 

281 

12 

20 

46 

7 

115 

46 

185 

870 


2,200 


185,597 


1 

18 

d,451 

718 

61 

26 

98 

8,954 

2,480 

104 

186 


11,027 
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Comparative  Table  of  Imports  at  the  Port  of  Galveston. 


1875. 

1874. 

1878. 

From  Great  Britain    .. 

France 

Germany 

BrazU 

It^J"^^^  ::    :: 

£ 

82,946 

420 

2,200 

185,597 

11*027 

£ 

126,740 

4,109 

119,980 

584 

7,780 

£ 
262,486 

4*918 

189,487 

66 

860 

Total  value  of  imports 

282,190 

259,048 

457,267 

ExpoBTS  from  the  Port  of  Qtdveston  in  the  Year  1875. 


Kamea  of  Articles. 


Weights 
or  Measures. 


Quantities. 


Invoice 
Value. 


To  Gbbat  BaiTAiir. 


Bees'  wax  •  • 
Bone  dust  .  • 
Cotton 
„        seed 

„   oU    . . 
„  cake 
Hides  and  peltiy  . . 
Horses       •  •         •  • 
Lumber     .  • 
Neatfi 

Preserved  meat    .  • 
Tallow 
Wheat 


Lbs. 

» 

Bales 
Lbs. 
Gallons 
Lbs. 


1,000  feet  .. 


Total  value 

To  FaANOB. 


Cotton 


seed  oilcake       •• 
Total  value       •  • 

To  Gebmakt. 


Cotton 

Hides  and  peltry 

Wine 


Lbs. 
Bushels 


Bales 
Lbs. 


Bales 
Gallons     . , 


Total  value 

To  Holland. 


Cotton 


Neats 


Bales 


1.781 

188,600 

218,267 

10,327 

8,650 

2,795,219 

"  45 

187 
115 

125,804 


3,762 
10,400 


9,904 
**126 


1,560 


To  Spain  (Coba). 


76 

876 

2,660,879 

25 

266 

5,900 

U,Z56 

542 

920 

278 

34,574 

1,803 

9,405 


2,730,894 


49,248 
10 


49,258 


116,656 

1,083 

27 


117,766 


18,470 


4,858  15,220 
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Karnes  of  Articles. 


Weights 
or  Measares. 


Quantities. 


Invoice 
Value. 


To  Mixioo. 


Barrels,  empty 
Bread  and  biscuit 
Com,  Indian 
Cotton       . .        •  • 
Edge  tools. . 
Flour,  wheat 
Furniture,  household 
Iron,  manufactures  of 

„    Hoop. . 
Lumber     . . 
Lead,  mann&ctures  of 
Lime  and  cement . . 
Machinery . . 
Kails 

Oil,  illuminating  . . 
Paper 

Perfumery. . 
Provisions.. 
Shingles    . . 
Staves 
Soap 
Stoves 

Tin,  manufactures  of 
Wood 


Total  value. 


To  Bbitish  West  Indus. 


Bacon  and  hams 
Floor,  wheat 
Butter 
Lumber     . . 
Oysters 


Total  value 


Lbs. 

Bushels 

Bales 

Barrels 


Lbs. 
1,000  feet 

Barrels 

Lbs." 
Gallons 


Lbs. 


Lbs. 

Barrels      •• 
Lbs.  •• 

1,000  feet  •• 


1,204 

444 

426 

8 


190 
748 

•  * 
10 

6,500 
121 


869,000 
2,600 


350 
89 

180 
20 


211 

7 

110 

83 

10 

10 

20 

1 

2 

2,871 

5 

8 

415 

'     47 

6 

1 

9 

149 

221 

9 

84 

5 

15 

148 


8,842 


8 
58 

8 
78 
10 


152 


Gomparative  Table  of  Exports  from  the  Port  of  Galyeston. 


To  Great  Britain  .. 
Germany        •  • 
France . . 
Holland 
Austria.  •         •  •         • « 

Russia 

Norway  and  Sweden  •  • 
Spain  (Cuba)  .. 
Mexico..        •#        t« 
Britiah  West  Indies  .. 


Total  value  of  exports  • 


1875. 


2,780,894 

117,766 

49,258 

18,470 


15,220 

8,842 

152 


2,985,602 


1874. 


8,595,019 

268,688 

271,587 

84,827 


17,870 

59,895 

5,279 


4,247,165 


1878. 


£ 

2,489,204 

180,226 

78,157 

168,860 

29,452 

47,875 

4*4,411 


2,987,685 
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SHippnfo  AHD  Navioatioit. 

British  and  Foreign  VesseU  at  the  Port  of  Galveston  in  the 
Year  1875. 


NationaUty  of  Vessels. 

With  GargoM. 

In  Ballast. 

TotaL 

VeMela. 

Tooa. 

VesMls. 

Tons. 

Venels. 

Tons. 

CrewB. 

British 

21 

15^918 

46 

36,873 

67 

51,291 

1,481 

ABerican,  U.S 

39 

S')!S 

81 

18,217 

70 

27,682 

666 

Ctennaa          

8 

2,914 

1 

243 

3,167 

96 

Norwegian      ... 

3 

970 

8 

3,186 

11 

4,136 

120 

Swedish 

4 

1,398 

•M 

1,398 

42 

Spanish           

8 

1,742 

1,742 

63 

Bosslan 

i 

321 

... 

321 

13 

Mexican         

2 

69 

... 

... 

2 

69 

11 

Argentine  Republic 

1 

662 

1 

682 

2 

1,164 

20 

Total     

79 

31,687 

90 

69,348 

169 

90,980 

2,511 

CUCABED. 


Nationality  of  Vessels. 

With  Cargoes. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tonn. 

Crews. 

BriUsh 

62 

50,338 

8 

6,875 

70 

57,-.il3 

1,683 

American,  US 

73 

32,992 

6 

2,185 

79 

35,177 

811 

G«niian          

8 

3.086 

2 

643 

10 

3,628 

110 

Nonfceglan      

15 

5,752 

... 

15 

5,752 

163 

Swedish           

2 

630 

... 

2 

630 

20 

SpMiish           

3 

1,742 

... 

3 

1.742 

63 

Kosfian           

1 

321 

... 

1 

321 

8 

Mexican          

2 

69 

2 

69 

11 

Argentine  RepubUc 

2 

1,164 

... 

2 

1,164 

20 

French 

1 

286 

1 

285 

11 

Dutch 

i 

585 

1 

5b5 

16 

fotal     

169 

96,078 

" 

9,888 

186 

106»566 

2,816 

153  vessels,  exclusive)^  American,  baviDg  an  aggregate  tounage  of 
448,648  tons,  and  employing  10,864  seamen,  have  been  engaged  in  the 
eoasting  tra  !c  at  the  port  of  Galveston  during  the  year. 

Tiie  post  charges  rtmain  the  name  as  stated  in  the  last  annual 
report. 

AOBTOULTUBE. 

In  the  tabulated  statements  it  will  be  found  tiiat  cereals  liave 
become  articles  of  export,  and  it  may  be  anticipated  that  iu  future  a 
larger  acreage  will  be  planted,  and  more  attention  bestowed  upon  their 
cultivation  than  hitherto. 

Population  and  Indtjstbieb. 

Wages  remain  the  same  as  returned  in  the  last  annual  report. 
Ordinary  labourers  receive  from  5s.  Qd.  to  7s.  6d.  per  day,  and 
agricultural  labourers  from  4/.  to  6/.  per  month,  board  and  lodging 
included.     Skilled  artizans  can  command  from  13*.  to  1/.  5s.  per  day. 

During  the  month  of  September,  a  storm  of  greater  violence  than 
has  hitherto  been  known  or  recorded  at  this  port,  desolated  a  large 
portion  of  the  coast  of  Texas.  The  city  and  Island  of  Galveston  suffered, 
however,  comparatively  but  small  damage,  and  that  chiefly  confined  to 
frail  tenements  insecurely  erected  on  the  margin  of  the  shore. 
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To  the  topographical  position  of  the  island  may  be  attributed  its 
escape  from  the  danger  threatened.  The  inland  baj  and  low  lands 
lying  and  extending  Mtj  or  sixty  miles  north  of  the  island  afforded  so 
large  a  receptacle  for  the  waters  heaped  up  on  the  coast,  that  though 
the  sea  rose  to  the  height  of  20  feet  in  the  estuaries  of  the  bay,  it  did 
not  rise  more  than  from  six  to  seven  feet  above  mean  tide  along 
the  coast  of  the  island.  Still  the  alarm  felt  at  the  time  tended  to 
depreciate  the  value  of  city  property,  and  confidence  in  the  permanent 
satetv  of  the  city  was  only  partially  restored  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Cfapitalists,  however,  upheld  the  value  of  the  stock  of  the  various 
companies  established  in  the  city,  and  quotations  remained  unchanged. 
The  City  Company's  paid  up  stock  of  1,000  dol.  (200Z.)  per  share, 
represented  by  the  unsold  outlying  building  lots,  continued  to  be  quoted 
at  11,254'  dol.  (2,046?.)  per  share,  for  sales.  Nevertheless,  rents  of 
dwelliiig-houses  materially  declined;  cottages,  which  hitherto  com- 
manded a  rent  of  5/.  per  month,  let  at  BL  and  family  residences  can 
be  obtained  at  a  rental  varying  from  67.  to  151,  per  month. 

Public  Woeks. 

The  annual  report  for  1873  showed  1,895  miles  of  established  nul- 
roads.  Some  of  the  lines  have  been  extended,  but  not  in  proportion  to 
those  that  have  fallen  into  disuse,  and  practically  there  is  a  decrease  of 
about  90  miles  of  rail  throughout  the  State.  A  company  residing 
in  Galveston  has  obtained  a  charter  for  a  railroad  to  extend  from  the 
Oulf  to  Santa  "Eh,  and  has  so  far  run  its  line  as  to  cross  the  waters  of 
the  bay.  This  road  will  traverse  some  of  the  richest  agricultural 
portions  of  the  State,  and  if  completed,  will  necessarily  conduce  to  an 
increase  of  trade  at  this  port. 

With  the  exception  of  a  grain  elevator  that  has  been  completed  at 
this  port,  there  is  no  other  public  or  private  enterprise  of  noteworthy 
consideration.  • 

Galveston,  February  7, 1876. 
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B^rt  hy  Chruul  Cridland  on  the  Trade,  Cbmmeree,  Ncmgation^  and 
Internal  Besources  of  the  State  of  Alabama  for  the  Tear  1875. 

Thb  oommercial  season,  beginniDg  here  on  the  Ist  of  September, 

1874,  and  ending  the  31st  of  August  last,  opened  with  renewed  con- 
fidence and  cheerfulness  on  the  part  of  t-he  business  oommunify. 
Nearly  eyery  one  believed  that  the  severe  panic  of  September,  October, 
November,  and  December,  1873,  while  cas^g  a  dark  gloom  and  tempo- 
rary depression  over  the  whole  countnr,  and  causing  many  deploraole 
mercantile  failures,  wide-spread  in  their  influence  and  long  to  be 
remembered,  had  not  occurred  and  passed  away  without  leaving,  as 
compensating  benefits,  a  purified  commercial  atmosphere  and  a  more 
solid  state  of  monetary  affiEiirs,  which  anticipations,  1  regret  to  state, 
have  not  been  fully  realized,  as  illegitimate  and  imprudent  transactions 
have  resulted  in  not  a  few  financial  shipwrecks  this  past  season,  serving 
to  depreciate  confidence  again  and  create  disquietude. 

The  cotton  crop  of  the  south,  which  marketed  in  1874-75  about 
8,827,845  bales,  fell  short  of  the  popular  estimates  during  the  early 

5 art  of  the  season,  ranging  from  4,000,000  to  4,800,000  bales, 
he  damage  resulting  from  drought,  worms,  &c.,  in  August  and  Sep- 
tember, 1874,  was  generally  under-estimated  by  the  cotton  trade,  and 
the  tremendous  receipts  of  October,  November,  and  December,  1874, 
at  the  cotton  ports,  1,964,265  bales,  over  one-half  of  the  total  crop 
(1874-75)  as  the  result  prored,  stimulated  and  encouraged  the  long- 
crop  believers.    The  decided  and  unprecedented  falling-oflf  in  January, 

1875,  rapidly  changed  the  popular  estimates,  and  the  balance  of  the 
season  with  an  excess  on  the  28th  of  November,  1874,  of  281,131 
bales,  showed  a  deficit  of  about  300,000  bales  on  the  31st  of 
August. 

The  Pbospicttve  CaTTON  Caop,  1876-76. 

Up  to  July  1st  the  growing-cro^  season  was  most  propitiouB  in 
every  respect,  and  it  might  be  said  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of 
Ammcan  cotton  planting.  An  increased  average  acreage  for  all  the 
States  of  about  3^  per  cent,  compared  with  last  year  was  reported,  also 
a  perfect  crop  prospect,  promising  a  yield  of  4,500,000  bales  or  more. 
In  Alabama  ana  Mississippi,  or  in  the  Mobile  Crop  Department,  com- 
plaints of  drought  commenced  early  in  July  last,  followed  by  rumours 
of  the  appearance  of  worms ;  the  latter  soon  subsided,  and  apprehension 
of  ravage  from  that  source  vanished,  but  the  drought  contmued,  doing 
considerable  damage  in  some  sections  until  the  1st  of  August,  when 
rains  commenced  and  continued  very  generally  until  the  18th  of  that 
month,  and  at  the  commencement  of  the  season  the  prospects  were 
most  fiivourable.  The  Mobile  receipts  have  increased  both  from  the 
rivers  and  also  by  the  several  lines  of  railroad,  the  excess  to  date  this 
year  being  27,000  bales. 

At  the  National  Cotton  Exchange  Convention,  held  in  Yirmnia  last 

July,  it  was  recommended  that  the  Executive  Council  of  the  National 

Cotton  Exchange  of  America  at  once  urge  upon  all  forei^  exchanges  or 

corporations  representing  cotton  interests  the  adoption  of  the  Amerioaa 

[419]        "^  ^  2k 
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standard  of  classification  in  order  to  secure  the  uniformity  which  has 
already  proved  to  be  of  such  great  adyanta|;e  in  transactions  between 
the  various  American  markets;  that  an  independent  and  impartial 
tribunal  of  experts  be  established  at  liTerpool  for  the  adjudication  of 
all  matters  of  dispute  arising  oiU;  of  the  cotton  trade  with  the  United 
States ;  that  the  various  Continental  exchanges  and  other  associations 
representing  cotton  interests  be  urged  to  assent  to  the  reference  of  all 
firatters  of  ^pute  to  the  adjudicstioo  of  the  tribunal  to  be  established 
at  Liverpool. 

Table  I. — SHiPFaro  and  Kavigaiion  for  the  Teftr  1875. 

BiSBCT  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Ghreat  Britain  and  BrHiafc 

Gohmiee. 


TotalirmnbcrofVeMelt. 

Total  Tbonage. 

Total 
Kmnter 

of 
Cftwi. 

Total  Tiliwof 
Ctavoe*. 

WWi 

In 
BallMt. 

TbtaL 

WHb 

In 
BallMt. 

Total. 

Year  1875    ... 

IS 

11 

2t 

U,US 

U,4U 

2l,ttl 

481 

A        9,     d, 

7,U1  U    8 

Total  Number  ofTMMU. 

l^tal  Tonnage. 

Total 
Vunber 

of 
Cram. 

TotaJTMneof 

With 

OMgOta. 

In 

TotaL 

With 
Caqiam 

In 
BillMk. 

TotaL 

Y«ariar«    ... 

80 

... 

88 

li»lS8 

■... 

24,188 

n9 

<        s.  d. 

Htfim  8  ft 

fMe  II. — IirontBOT  or  Carrying  Trade  in  Britah  Vessels  from  and  to 
other  Countries  in  1875. 


Antvei. 

Ntetarof^Qtaik. 

tm^ 

Htenbar 

of 
Cnita. 

Vjdoa 

WHh 
Caiyeaa. 

In 
BaUait. 

TotaL 

Wttb 
Caifoea. 

la 

l^itaL 

^  of 

r'nlted  Stataa. 
rJimH: 

nal«lttn       ^       .. 
spaniahWMitlndlea 

ilondaaw    Z       Z 

if* 
2 

2 

1 
2 
2 

B8 
80 

1,102 
1,881 
2^13 
1,028 
180 
80 

28 
40 
8i 

21 
f 

€9.4, 

'    8^4*  IT  Sr 

iif  1^  ft 

Sotal     

a 

7 

IS 

1.W1 

iO,9V» 

«,•« 

m 

1    88;^   0  » 
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Conntriei  to  which 

Nomber  of  Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Nomber 

Value 

of 
Crews. 

of 
Cargoes. 

Departed. 

With 

In 

Total. 

With 

In 

Total. 

Cargoes. 

Ballast. 

Cargoes. 

Ballast 

£        8.  d. 

United  States 

S 

2,256 

2,256 

43 

BoMia          

2 

1,612 

... 

1,612 

81 

73,7M    2    T 

Germany      

994 

... 

934 

18 

37,240    5    2 

fVance         

447 

998 

14 

45,878    1    4 

Spain 

I&y 

268 
«7 

9 
10 

11,157  11    9 
608  14    0 

Holland        

1,18& 

1,135 

17 

48,317    1    9 

Mexico         

130 

130 

7 

too  17    0 

Spanish  West  Indies 
Honduras     

172 

172 

7 

888    8    8 

45 

... 

45 

6 

n   1   » 

Total     

10 

8 

13 

5,730       2,266 

7,992 

162 

212,569    3    8 

TaWe  IV. — ^Tablb  of  American  and  Foreign  Entrances  and  Clfeffrances 
at  the  Port  of  Mobile,  exclusive  of  Steamers  and  Sailing  Vessels 
navigating  the  Biya*s  .and  Baj,  for  the  Year  ending  30th  June, 
1875. 

Abbivals. 


Kumber  of 

TeeseTs. 

Toouflgc. 

CWWS". 

From  foreign  ports— 

Amerieaa           

Foreign  ..         .;         ..         /. 
CoastwlBe 

43 

45 

100 

26,898 
20,006 
88,090 

609 
467 
872 

ToUl          

188 

8M89 

e/)08 

EflPAAtUBBS. 


Nomber  of 
YedtelB. 

Tonnage. 

OrewB. 

To  foreign  ports— 

Amc'rtcau         •  •        •  •        . . 

Foreign 

Coastwise 

68 
79 

mot 

27,715 
26,625 

760* 
618 
684 

Total          

190 

88,645 

2,002 

2  ic  2 
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Table  Y. — ^Exfosts  of  Cotton  from  Mobile  to  Foreign  Ports  in  British^ 
American,  and  other  Foreign  YesBels  during  the  Ck)tton  Season  of 
1874-5,  with  Value  in  United  States  Currency  and  Steriing. 


Tear  ending  81st  Angost.  1876. 

Countries  Exported  to. 

Bales. 

Lbs. 

Value  in  DoL 

8terUngat28DoL 

or6DoL46c 

periE. 

To  Great  Britain  in  Britfah  Teaeeli       

„              „       American  veBsela 

„              „       Norwegian  ressels 

46,205 
42,070 
2,206 

28,060,485 

21,472,826 

1,104,518 

Dol. 

8,809,658 

8,807,496 

176,400 

c. 

00 
00 
00 

£       9.  <L 

606,426  10    4 

606,029  16  11 

82.268    6    0 

Total  to  Great  Britain 

91,480 

45,637,329 

6,798,663 

00 

1,242,728  13    » 

In  American,  British,  and  other  foreign  ahipe— 

To  French  porti 

..Spanirii 

„  German   „ «       

„  Bnisian    „ 

„  Swedish    „ 

13,110 
600 

8,918 
15,988 

1,351 

6,961,602 

251,614 

4,426,072 

8,004,872 

672,894 

1,018,880 
40,543 

669,565 
1,277,115 

100,000 

00 
05 
78 
07 
00 

186,289    2    1 

7,416    8    0 

122,481  11  11 

283,618  14    2 

18,292  18    9 

Total  to  other  foreign  porta    

89,862 

19,816,054 

8,105,608 

90 

668,098    9  11 

Grand  total        

131,842 

64,968,888 

9,899,156 

90 

1,810,822    3    2 

Table  VI. — ^Valtjb  of  Foreign  Merchandize  imported  into  Mobile  from 
Foreign  Countries  for  the  Tear  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1875. 


Currency  Value 

of  Imports, 

Year  ending 

80  June,  1875. 

Sterling  at 
5dol.  46e.  per£l. 

Imports  in  British  ressels 

„        American  and  other  Tcssels   .. 

Dol.        c. 
108,606    00 
951,623    00 

.   £       s,    d, 

19,866  19    2 
174,077    9    1 

Total        

1,060,229    00 

198,944    8    S 

ViXiTE  of  Domestic  Exports  from  the  Port  of  Mobile  to  Foreign 
.   Countries  during  the  same  Period. 


Currency  Value 
of  Exports. 

Steriing  at 
5  dol.  46  c.  per  £1. 

Exports  in  British  Tessels 

„         American  yessels     .. 

DoL        c 

4,478,088    52 

4,790,717    64 

798,782    82 

£        «.    d. 
819,152  16    9 
876,851    8    7 
145,194  19  10 

Total 

10,062,483    48 

1,840,599    0    2 

Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


HOBILB. 


5U 


Table  YII.--STATBHXirT  exbibitin^  the  Total  Beoeipta  of  Ootton  at 
Mobile  for  the  Year  commencmg  on  the  let  day  of  September, 
lS74i,  and  ending  the  Slat  day  of  Auguat,  1875,  and  how  diapoaed 
of. 

Bales. 
Stock  on  hand  not  cleared  Ist  September,  1874  . .        8,902 

Beceiyed  from  plantations  by  railroad 222,186 

„  „  river  steamers    ..        ..       97,077 

BeoeiinBd  by  wagons,  &c 1,660 

BeoeiTcd  from  New  Orleans  by  railroad 207 

Total  number  of  bales 824,982 

Bales. 

Bzported  to  Great  Britain  91,480 

„         other  coantries        89,864 

Total  exports  of  ootton  from  Mobile  to  foreign  porta  181,842 
Exported  to  the  United  States  coast  ports        . .         . .     192,445 

Total  number  of  bales  exported 828,787 

Used  for  local  coosomption 223 

Stock  on  hand  not  cleared  80  Angost,  1 876         .  •         . .  922 

Total  number  of  bales         ..        • 824,982 

The  ahipmenta  to  foreign  porta,  181,842  bales,  weighed  64,958,858  lbs., 
and  were  valued  at  9,899,156  dol.,  makiog  the  average  weight  per  bale 
about  498  lbs.,  aud  the  value  per  bale  71  dol.,  and  the  average  coat 
per  lb.  about  15  c. 

Table  VIII. — ^Thi  following  Table  shows  the  Principal  Articles,  with 
their  Measure  and  Quantity,  brought  to  Mobile  during  the  Year 
endmg  81st  August,  1875. 


Articles. 


Bacon 
Bagging. 
Beef       . 
Bran 
Batter    . 
Candles  . 
Cheese    . 
Cofiee     . 
Com 
Cotton    . 
Cotl       . 
Flour     . 
Hay 
Iron 

Iron  ties 
Lard 
Lime 
Holasses 
Oats       . 
Pork      . 
Potatoes 
Bice 
Rope 
Salt 
Soap 
Sagar     . 
Tobacco. 
Whiskey 


Measore,  &c. 


Hogsheads 

Pieces 

Barrels 

Sacks!.. 

Kegs  .. 

Boxes 

Sacks.. 

Bales.. 
Tons  .. 
Barrels 
Bales.. 
Bars  .. 
Bundles 


Barrels 

Sacks.. 
Barrels 

Tierces 

Coils  .. 

Sacks.. 

Boxes 

Hogsheads 

Boxes 

Barrels 


Qaantity. 


14,060 

18,415 
514 

20,861 
2,860 
8,776 
6,018 

56,802 

206,921 

820,823 

5,977 

80,825 

16,547 
5,988 

70,007 

28,040 
7,455 
8,418 

47,840 
6,854 

16,240 

997 

1,766 

71,940 
9,888 
4,238 

18,412 
8,181 
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Sable  IX— MoBiLi  Movement,  1874-76. 


Date. 

Becdpts. 

Salei. 

Exporto. 

Stock. 

Middling. 

Frdghto. 

\l   ::;    ::: 

86 
1,379 
2;850 

726 

216 

769 

8,772 

m 

3 

Nominal 
f 

;;    26   

4,267 

3,«» 

2.671 

7.2» 

14|t>l« 

oct^r  2 

8;050 

l:S3 

2,054 
4,798 

10.453 
18,706 

It 

... 

;;  is;:;    :::    ::: 

7,661 

5,800 

®'5K 

12,706 
lt;468 

,„ 

28 

8,52Q 

6,260 

8,r6d 

14tol4| 

... 

80 

12,326 

8,400 

9,670 

20,229 

14 

^, 

Novem^r   6      

11,914 

8,800 

k^ 

22,203 

14 

tftoi'tf 

18       

14,268 

9,000 

28,376 

14 

A 

20        

16,888 

18,300 

9,038 

35,726 

14^ 

27        

17,101 

14,300 

12,116 

40,724 

141tol4i 

H^A 

I>ec«ml)6]^    4      

20,604 

12,860 

17,767 

48,672 

14v  to  I4f 

H 

^T     "     

23,587 

11,600 

m 

61,891 

144  to  18} 

f 

18        

23,179 

14,200 

63,684 

18f  to  182 

] 

24        ..        ... 

18,547 

9,800 

12,972 

69,307 

14 

H      

10,460 

m 

,J»^^^ 

77,110 

182iol4 

187£— Jumanr  J. 

M       1" 

8,449 

12,881 

72,211 

14|tol4| 

■ 

8,418 

11,260 

8,268 

72,871 

,        22 

9,751 

7,030 

13,461 

68,667 

14itol4| 

■ 

29 

10,698 

9,460 

9,239 

70,048 

Hi 

\ 

n 

'T'.t    :::   ::: 

11,107 
11,988 

13,200 
6,300 
7,600 

19,»9 
10,488 

m 

m^. 

,         19          

11,879 

8,316 

66,866 

15 

\\u 

28         

6,689 

8,700 

8,128 

65,282 

Uh', 

UftK^  6    ...       ...       ... 

6,871 

9,400 

'^fl? 

49,894 

\^  u^  l,6f 

..     12 

4,709 

4,800 

60,440 

[-•,  ■ 

XI 

4paif:::    :::    ::: 

),        u         ...           ...           ... 

8,05 

4»860 

8,189 

45,840 

m 

li 

2.642 

8,250 

8,926 

48,067 

m 

m 

2,169 
1.107 

8,760 
0,800 

■S 

I  g'ig 

ibl  to  1^ 

,  ifi.   

1.42ft 

5,460 

•   26;568 

15p 

15J 

% 

28      

1,301 

2,900 

2,987 

23,882 

?.. 

„    80      

1,590 

8,600 

207 

25,278 

NomSoal 

May   7       

1,116 

8,150 

6,864 

20,624 

1."^ 

... 

„    14       

1,008 

8,960 

166 

!I:lg 

i&i 

... 

Z    21       

'647 

2;600 

7,081 

1? 

... 

„    28       

684 

m 

^^ 

12,621 

I^tol4( 

... 

June   4     

445 

2^iS 

8,791 

14)tol4| 

... 

„    11     

271 

876 

6,988 

14f  tol4 

r,  18  

289 

660 

2,634 

3,622 

1*1 

... 

,j.f  :::    :::    ::: 

„      9        

162 

428 

«0 

2',784 

i4 

241 
83 

400 
850 

482 
1,448 

f:^ 

lllSltt 

16        

82. 

360 

802 

1,01s 

»H 

... 

24        

86 

175 

173 

967 

H: 

... 

80 

84 

836 

176 

876 

14 

Angnst  6 

76. 

100 

270 

682 

t4i 

... 

,,      18 

62 

260 

84 

660 

141 

... 

20 

76 

76 

170 

665 

l«ta4i 

•  M 

M      81 

273 

125 

161 

922 

..• 

Table  X. — ^In  Table  No.  V.  I  have  sbown  the  Amount  of  Cotton  ex- 
ported from  Mobile  to  Great  Britain^  France,  and  other  Continental 
Forts.  This  Table  will  exhibit  the  Amount  of  Cotton  exported 
from  Mobile  to  United  States  Forts. 

Bales. 

New  York 2,128 

Boston,  HassachnsettB 29,125 

Providence,  Rhode  Island 11,076 

Philadelphiay  Pennsylyania         421 

Portland,  Maine 

New  Bedford,  Masaachnsetts 952 

Fall  River,  MassachnBetts .  2,862 

New  Orleans,  Lonisiana  • 138,093 

Other  coast  ports 7,788 


Total  to  United  States  ports 

Total  exports  to  foreign  conntriss 
Total  exports  to  coast  ports 


192,446 

Bales. 
131,842 
192,446 
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Table  XI. — Tks  following  TaUe  b^owb  iiie  Priacipal  Artides  exported* 
from  Mobile,  Alabama,  to  Foieigii  Coaaiaries  for  the  Year  1875. 


Artidai. 

¥aamrn, 

Qnantity. 

Onrreney 
Yalwe. 

Sterling  at  28. 

Dol. 

e. 

£       9.   d. 

Cotton    .. 

Bales.. 

181,842 

9,899,156 

00 

1,810,822    3    2 

Floor 

BamlB. 

800 

2,000 

00 

365  17    0 

Lumber  . . 

Feet  .. 

7,346,585 

103,488 

62 

18,980  17    0 

PHA      .. 

BarrelB. 

123 

808 

50 

55  ]0    4 

Socdn     .. 

if 

io,m 

25;278 

05 

4,623    2    4 

ShiDgleg.. 

Knmber 

8,568,820 

15J025 

95 

2,748  12  11 

Stares    .. 

$$ 

40,602 

5;»58 

40 

1,089  19    e 

SpaxB      .. 

»f 

26 

516 

00 

94    7    9 

Tar 

Barrela. 

09 

849 

00 

68  1ft  10 

TiRpentine 

» 

676 

8,/655 

00 

1,588    4    7 

Total 

. 

•• 

•  • 

10,060,725 

52 

1,840,877  10  11 

ExpoBTS  from  Mobile  to  the  Interior  of  the  TJniied  States  for  the 

Year  1875. 


.AytUea. 

Meanre^ 
&e. 

Qoantity. 

Currency 
Value. 

Sterling  at  23. 

Cottott 

Lamber 

Pitch 

RoBia 

Tto         

Tnrpentane        .. 

Baha.. 
Peet  .. 
Barrels. 

n     •• 
w     •• 
»     •• 

19^445 

8,694,486 

1,42T 

95,228 

1,581 

21,450 

Dol.        c 

14,488,375    00 

44,884    00 

8,346    50 

284,726    95 

8,151    00 

806,845    00 

£       s.    d. 

2,640,252  14    5 

8,109  17    6 

612    8    8 

42,987  17    5 

576    8    0 

56,088  14  10 

Total 

•  • 

•  • 

15,025,278    45 

2,748,627  16    6 

TaUe  XIL— MoHZHU  Sange  of  Gold  and  Sterling  in  1875. 


wwnwtY  •• 
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Apnl     •  • 
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July       .. 

August  .. 

September 

October.. 
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Xneeonwr 


Sterling  Bxcbange. 


Dol.  a      Dol.  c. 
5    86  to  5    48 
48        6 


40 
48 
56 
61 
62 
60 
62 
41 
42 
42 


54 
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63 
67 
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5  54 


49 
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Tabl^  XIII. — Tablb  showing  the  Frodact  of  each  Principal  Crop  in 
the  State  of  Akbama  in  1874. 


Products. 

Bleasore. 

Quantity 

produced  in 

1874. 

per  Acre. 

Number  of 

Acres  in 

each  Crop. 

Average 

Value 

per  Bushel, 

Pound,  or 

Ton. 

Total 
Valuation 

in 
Cnrreney. 

Indian  oom       

Wheat     

Bye        

Oata        

Baiiey     

Potatoes 

Tobacco  

Hay        

Cotton    

Buahela.. 

Lte!      !.' 
Tons     .. 
Lte. 

20,228,000 

1,087,000 

21,000 

626,000 

7,500 

186,000 

166,000 

115,800 

160,769,856 

12*8 
9 

91 
11-6 
11-5 
60 
550 
1 
114 

120,778 

2,808 

58,965 

652 

2,266 

802 

14,571 

4,400,000 

Dol.  c 

0  98 

1  46 
1    50 

0  91 

1  00 
1    81 
0    20 

17    50 
0    15 

Dol. 

18,812,040 

1,587,020 

81,600 

569,600 

7,600 

178,100 

88,200 

267,750 

24,882.581 

Total  Tahie  of  prin- 
cipal crope 

... 

- 

... 

... 

... 

45,819.101 

Table  XIV. — ^Tablb  showing  the  estimated  Total  Number  and  Total 
Value  of  each  kind  of  Live  Stock  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  the 
Average  Price  in  1875. 


Hones.. 
Holes.. 
Cows  .. 
CatUe.. 
Sheep  .. 
Hogs   .. 

Total 


Number. 


104,400 
102,500 
169^00 
830,700 
182,300 
910,800 


1,800,600 


Ayerage  Price. 


Dol.  c. 
69  86 
81  18 
17  86 
10    46 


99 
09 


Value. 


Dollars. 
7,292,840 
8,320,960 
3,084,414 
3,469,122 
362,777 
2,814,372 


26,283,976 


The  Number  of  Agricultural  Lal^ourers  and  Agricultural  Profits  in  the 
State  of  Alabama  in  the  Year  1874 


Number 

of 
Labourers. 

Per 
Cent. 

Farmers. 

Per 
Cent. 

Oardenera, 

Daiiymen, 

Nurseiymen, 

Ac. 

Total 
employed 

in 
Agriculture. 

208,811 

71-6 

81,864 

28 

460 

291,628 

Value  of  farm  products  in  Alabama  in  1874,  67,522,335  dol. 
Ayerage  for  each  agriculturist,  231  dol. 

IimsBKAL  Impboyehekts. 

During  the  past  year  and  the  present  much  interest  has  been  mani- 
fested in  tiie  project  of  opening  the  Coosa  River  to  navigation,  in  order 
to  secure  an  outlet  for  the  coal  and  iron  of  Alabama  through  the  port 
of  Mobile,  and  great  confideuce  is  felt  in  the  ability  of  the  people  to 
accomplish  the  work ;  and  it  is  expected  that  during  the  present  year 
(1876)  every  effort  will  be  made  to  prosecute  this  most  important 
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The  Upper  Coosa,  from  Some,  (Georgia,  to  Greensport,  Alabama,a  dis- 
tance of  160  mH^y  is  navigable  throughout  the  year  by  steamers  draw-* 
ing  three  feet  of  water. 

The  iron  manufacturers  who  have  established  forges  and  furnaces 
adjacent  to  Bome,  Georgia,  are  anxious  to  float  their  iron  products  by 
cheap  water  transportation  to  Mobile  Bay.  The  Coosa  Biver  empties 
itself  into  the  Alabama  Eiver  at  Montgomery,  and  from  that  city  to 
Mobile  navigation  is  open  by  steamers  all  the  year  round. 

The  feasibility  of  opening  the  Coosa  at  small  cost,  and  of  connecting 
that  river  with  the  Tennessee  lUver,  has  been  reported  upon  favourably 
by  United  States'  engineers. 

The  Commereial  Importance  of  this  Boute, — ^The  opening  of  the 
Coosa  and  conneoting  that  river  with  the  Tenoessee  would  empty  into 
the  Bay  of  Mobile,  by  an  easy  and  cheap  water  route,  the  agricultural 
and  mineral  wealth  of  immense  stretches  of  country,  now  shut  out  from 
the  sea  except  by  costly  railroad  transit  or  by  the  3,000  miles  of  water 
route  vi4  the  mouth  of  the  Tennessee  and  Mississippi.  It  would  open 
to  its  natural  and  nearest  seaport  ooe-fifth  of  the  Siate  of  Alabama,  a 
large  section  of  North  Georgia,  and  the  whole  sweep  of  the  Upper 
Tennessee,  with  her  score  of  important  tributaries. 

It  would  offer  at  Cairo  a  new  mouth  to  the  cis-Mississippi  Valley, 
and  will  afford  a  channel  for  the  millions  of  tons  of  grain  which 
every  year  seek  in  vain  an  outlet  to  the  sea.  The  water  routes  east- 
ward are  choked  with  freights,  the  railroad  tariff  west  of  Chicago  is 
prohibitory,  the  jetties  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  may  fail,  or,  if 
successful,  cannot  obviate  the  ice-gorges  which  obstruct  the  (Tpper 
Mississippi.  At  no  time  would  the  Coosa  route  be  obstructed  by  ice, 
but  throughout  the  year  the  products  of  an  immense  region,  stretching 
from  the  borders  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  to  the  Ohio  Eiver, 
would  be  emptied  into  Mobile  Bay.  This  region  south  of  the  ice-gorges 
produces  millions  of  tons  of  grain,  and  is  rich  in  coal  and  iron  of  the 
nest  quality,  and  in  most  convenient  position  for  mining. 

Tho  national  importance  of  this  line  will  be  understood  from  a 
glance  at  the  mineral  deposits  of  the  region  through  which  it  passes, 
and  the  facilities  offered  those  deposits  lor  transportation  to  the  sea ; 
the  additional  outlet  afforded  to  the  superabundant  grain  of  the  west, 
and  the  communication  furnished  the  snipping  of  the  western  waters 
and  those  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  for  easy,  8id[e,  and  cheap  intercourse. 

It  woidd  be  a  matter  of  great  national  gain  to  commerce  if  tho 
West  Indies  and  South  America  could  be  supplied  from  Alabama, 
Northern  Georgia,  and  Tennessee  with  the  vast  quantity  of  bituminous 
coal  they  now  receive  mostly  from  Nova  Scotia. 

The  Coosa  coalfields,  extending  across  and  cropping  out  from  the 
banks  of  the  Coosa  Eiver,  cover  thousands  of  square  miles.  The 
deposits  are  immeasurable,  and  are  of  the  very  best  equality.  They  lie 
immediatdy  at  or  near  the  surface,  convenient  for  minuu^  and  shipping. 
The  beds  begin  near  the  celebrated  Montevallo  mines,  seventy-five 
miles  above  Wetumpka,  and  extend  under  different  names,  with  rare 
intermission,  along  tne  entire  line  of  the  river  into  the  mountains  of 
Georgia  and  along  the  banks  of  the  Tennessee.  The  quantity  which 
can  be  easily  mined  is  sufficient  to  supply  the  demand  of  the  entire 
world  for  ages  to  come. 

Although  the  production  of  coal  in  Alabama  is  as  yet  veiy  limited, 
and  the  first  cost  higher  than  it  need  be  from  want  of  competition  in 
the  market,  it  is  shown  by  the  United  States  Census  Eeport  of  1870, 
taken  at  a  time  when  labour  was  greatly  demoralized  and  uncertain  in 
this  Bection,  tiiat  the  average  cost  of  coal  at  the  coUierj  was  less  in 
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Ahbtaft  than  ia  Virginia,  Temitiaee,  Missouri,  Iowa,  Eaaaat,  ICichi- 
gao,  Rhods  Island,  KoitiMkj,  or  in  any  of  the  wastern  territories. 

Want  of  labour,  want  of  economy  in  the  organisation  of  the  nioas, 
high  priees  of  coal  at  the  looal  markets,  and  want  of  capita),  hare  all 
combined  thus  far  against  the  Alabama  mines;  but  with  all  these 
difficulties,  the  eost  of  eoal  at  the  eollieries  can  eren  dow  eooipare  in 
cheapness  with  that  of  most  of  the  States.  When  a  ebeap  water 
channd  shall  offer  easy  and  cemmodious  transportation,  and  when  the 
coal  upon  the  banks  of  the  Coosa  Eiver  shall  be  delivef^  at  once  into 
barges,  it  will  be  found  that  its  first  cost  can  be  reduced  below  that  e( 
Maryland. 

The  Maryland  and  F»nnsyl?ania  eoalfi^ds  are  often  dosed  i^ainsfe 
their  markets  by  ice  and  snow,  and  their  labourers  intenvpted  bf  ik» 
winter.  Coal  is  accumulated  in  the  Atlantic  cities  in  adrance  of  wicter, 
and  the  mining  companies  see  their  cspital  lying  idle  for  months. 
Here  the  Coosa  River  would  never  be  closed,  capital  would  be  always 
actively  employed^  the  miners  would  never  be  interrupted  by  snow  and 
ie&  The  supplies  at  Mobile  would  be  constant,  and  exportation  certarn 
at  any  period. 

The  prices  of  bituminous  steam-making  cobX  in  the  leading  markets, 
from  which  Mexico,  Cuba,  and  the  West  Indies  can  be  supplied,  may 
be  put  down  about  as  follows,  d^ivered  by  the  car  or  boat-load  run  oif 
the  mines : — 

DoL  c      DoL  c. 

BsHUnore,  per  ioa,  (»y i    00  to  |(    00 

Richmond,      „        „ ff    00        4    50 

FhiladelphU,  „        „ ^    ^0       5    00 

New  Orleans  „        „ 4    50       6    09 

Mobile,  now  6  dol.,  but  with  improved  rivers  the  greatest  cost  will 
be  3  doL  60  c. 

The  bituminous  coal  exported  from  the  United  States  in  1873  was 
1,086,353.  tons. 

To  the  countries  which  Ue  convenient  to  the  Oulf  of  Mexico  the 
exports  were — 

Tons. 

To  Brazil        1,7S5 

Hayti        W 

Hoaioo M90 

Cubs         ..  « 8M01 

Danish  West  Indioi       .«     18^11 

French 18,757 

British %iit 

Colombia 6,8SS 

Total        « ..        ••     71,684 

Great  Britain  supplies  Braail  anmiallT  with  880,000  toM  of  coal^ 
•very  ton  of  which  couH  be  furnished  oy  Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Tennessee,  in  escbansfe  for  ooffb#  and  alher  tro^Mcal  products. 

With  the  Coosa  Kiv^  opmed  to  Mon^agomery  and  by  the  AlabaiMi 
to  Mobile,  this  port  oonid  ship  cheaper  and  better  coal  than  ftila* 
(klphia,  BaHivioffe,  or  Nova  Scotia.  Including  only  New  (Means 
(which  consumed  last  year  376,000  tons),  the  coast  towns,  the  Gulf 
shipping,  the  West  Indies^  Mexico  and  Bnu^  there  would  be  a  dsssand 
upon  the  Alabama  and  Tennessee  mines  of  1,000,000  tons  d  eoal 
annually,  an  amennt  which  would  distribute  5,000,000  dc^  a  year 
ameAg  the  people  of  tins  section  of  ooun^. 

Besides  ^e  oeal  oomuied  at  and  shipped  at  MeUe,  akraad  and 
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coABh^ise,  it  should  be  bome  in  mind  that  vast  auaniitiet  would  be  con- 
sumed ioknd  wh^ievef  the  price  of  ooal  is  puit  oelow  the  cost  of  other 
fuel. 

The  towns,  yillagee,  fbrges,  factories,  and  furnaces  which  line  the 
waterway  wiU  i^  add  to  the  demand.  What  this  demand  will  be 
within  a  Terj  a^iprt  time  after  the  opening  of  the  Coeia  route  may  be 
guessed  at,  when  it  is  known  that  the  tonnage  of  coal  fVom  the  Penn- 
sjlyania  mines  amoimted  for  the  year  preceding  September,  1875,  to 
oxev  16,000/)00  of  tons.  The  weeUy  tonnage  at  that  date  was  oyer 
651,000  tons. 

The  cost  of  Coosa  coal  at  the  collieries  need  not  be  greater  than 
that  of  Maryland  in  prosperous  times,  namely  1  doL  §8€l  per  ton. 
Assuming,  howeyer,  that  the  price  will  settle  at  1  dol.  50o.  at  the  mines,, 
and  taking  the  Shelby  coal  as  occupying  a  central  position^  we  haye  the 
following  distances  and  rates : 

Miles. 

Distaaee  from  Shelly  MtlMdttli^iW*.        ..     50e 

„  „  „         Eome    ..         ..     250 

„;  ,.  „         Montgomeiy   ..     180 

„  ,,  „         Selma  ..         ..     200 

Cost  of  Coal  laid  down  at  Rome,  Georgia. 

Per  Ton. 

DoL  o. 

PiiMEitheooUieiy         1    50 

Vveight  250  miles,  2  miUa pev  ioD|  p«ri»i|»  ••  0  50 
TsOls  for  lockage  ..        ••        ,^        ,.        •,     0    5Q 

Total         ..         ..         2    60 

Cost  of  Coal  laid  down  at  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Per  Ton. 

DoL  e. 

CpUieiy  chafHQ  aad  l9ck4go       9    00 

Freight  12^  miles 0    24 

litol  2    M 

Cost  of  Coal  laid  de^a  at  Sehna. 

FevVoa^ 
0^0. 
OolUovy  chaige  and loe]taie9-       .s        ^•        ..     ^    og; 
?i«i«lit 200  mUes  ..        ..        ««,        ^,     0    iO. 

Total ..     %    40 

[  Cost  of  Coal  laid  down  at  Mobile. 

PerTiML 
Dol.  o. 

CUUery  ^aige  and  kckago       2    00 

Mght  500  milea «.        ..     1    00^ 

Total         8    00 

Coev  of  Coal  laid  dowft.afe  N«w  QrJeans. 

PerTopu 
DoLo. 

CoUiexy  charge  and  lockage       ••        «•        ..     2    00 
Frei^t  1,000  miles         2    00 


Total         4    OO' 
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With  bituminous  coal  laid  down  at  these  Tpnces,  the  constantly 
increasing  demand  will  surpass  the  expectation  of  even  thoso  who  are 
fiuniliar  with  the  growth  of  the  coal  trade  at  the  Atlantic  ports. 

The  business  of  the  Morris  (Pensjlyania)  Canal  ^ 


Tons. 

In  1846 12,667 

1872 34],98d 

The  business  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Nayigation  Company  of 
Pennsylvania  was — 

Tons. 

In  1820 866 

1886 181.260 

1866 449,812 

1872 1,014,890 

The  business  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Beading  Bailroad  was — 

Tons. 

In  1860 1,361,602 

1878 6,646,658 

These  figures  illustrate  the  growing  demand  for  coal,  and  the 
immense  transporting  business  which  has  grown  from  a  small  beginning. 
It  is  certainly  within  bounds  to  expect  a  demand  at  Mobile  for  1,000,000 
tons  of  coal  very  soon  after  the  opening  of  the  Coosa  Eiver. 

The  estimated  cost  of  putting  the  Coosa  in  a  navigable  condition  or 
removing  the  necessary  obstructions  is  2,340,746  dol.  Large  as  these 
figures  may  appear  to  a  poor  people,  they  are  not  discouraged  from 
entering  upon  the  work. 

Thb  At.tktt  Bill. 

As  an  inducement  to  aliens  to  come  to  Alabama  and  invest  capital 
in  mineral  lands  or  in  the  contemplated  internal  improvements,  tike 
Le^slature  of  Alabama,  did,  at  its  last  session  1874-5,  pass  an  Act 
which  is  herewith  inserted  in  order  to  afford  information  on  the  subject. 

**  An  Act  *  To  enable  aliens  to  acquire,  hold,  and  dispose  of  property 
real  and  personal,  as  native  citizens :  Whereas  an  enlightened  public 
policy,  looking  to  a  speedy  development  of  the  resources  of  our  State, 
especially  its  mineral  resources,  demands  that  our  laws  should  be  so 
shaped  that  every  obstacle  obstructing  the  influx  of  capital  and  labour 
should  be  removed,  and  the  most  liberal  inducements  compatible  with 
the  genius  of  our  institutions  offered  to  aliens,  as  well  as  native  citizens, 
to  invest  their  money  in  our  State,  thus  adding  to  our  material  wealth 
and  resources ;  therefore: — 

**  Section  1. — ^Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Akbama,  that 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  an  alien,  resident  or  non-resident,  to  take  and  hold 
property,  real  and  personal,  in  this  State,  either  by  purchase,  descent, 
or  devise,  and  to  dispose  of  and  transmit  the  same  by  sale,  descent,  or 
devise,  as  a  native  citizen. 

*^  Section  2. — Be  it  further  enacted,  that  in  all  cases  where  aliens 
resident  or  non-resident  have  heretofore  acquired  title  to  property,  real 
or  personal,  in  this  State,  in  a  lawful  manner,  said  aliens,  their  assigns, 
heirs,  devisees  or  representatives,  shall  hold  and  dispose  of  the  same  in 
the  same  manner  as  native  citizens.  Provided  that  no, right  acquired 
under  existing  laws  of  this  State,  and  no  suit  or  proceeding  pending  in 
any  of  the  Courts  of  this  State,  and  no  right  of  appeal  from  the  judgment 
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or  decree  of  any  of  the  Courts  of  this  State  is  affected  by  the  passage  of 
this  Act. 

"  Approved,  February  26tb,  1875." 

At.atiama  IbON. 

In  the  Beports  of  1872  and  1874, 1  have  giren  much  information 
concerning  the  minerals  of  this  State.  Last  year  Mr.  Isaac  Lowthian 
Bell,  the  President  of  the  Iron  and  Steel  Institute  of  Great  Britain, 
visited  the  mineral  regions  of  Alabama  and  was  much  astonished  at 
what  he  saw. 

Some  very  intelligent  persons  from  Pennsylvania  also  came  to 
Alabama,  and  what  they  reported  to  the  Pittsburg  "  Iron  World/'  will 
I  believe,  interest  those  who  desire  information  concerning  the  mineral 
wonders  of  this  State. 

The  Beport  says,  "We  find  ourselves  at  Birmingham,  Jefferson 
County,  Alabama,  a  town  four  years  old,  with  a  popmation  of  2,000. 
The  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  and  the  South  and  North  Alabama 
Bailroads  pass  through  the  town  one  mile  distant  from  what  might  be 
termed  the  front  of  the  town ;  and  forming  one  side  of  Jones  Valley, 
which  is  forty  to  fifby  miles  in  length,  is  seen  the  famous  iron  mountain 
of  the  South,  known  as  Bed  Mountain,  and  which,  if  better  known, 
would  be  classed  along  with  Niagara,  the  Mammoth  Cave,  and  the 
Mississippi  Biver,  as  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world.  Taking  this 
place  as  tQe  base  for  finding  out  to  what  extent  are  true  the  statements 
neard  concerning  the  surrounding  mineral  wealth,  we  go  to  the  Bed 
Mountain,  and  by  an  easy  ascent  of  half  a  mile,  we  reach  the  top,  and 
long  before  we  get  there  we  find  rich,  heavy  ore  protruding  here  and 
there ;  a  small  break  in  the  mountain*  near  the  top,  made  easy  the  access 
to  a  solid  face  of  ore  of  over  twenly  feet  in  thickness,  and  irom  here 
had  been  taken  10,000  tons  of  red  fossiliferous  ore  that  had  been  shipped 
to  furnaces  at  various  localities.  When  Mr.  Bell  visited  this  spot,  it  so 
far  surpassed  all  that  he  had  seen  or  read  of  elsewhere,  that  he  could 
not  sufficiently  express  his  astonishment.  Ascending  to  the  veiy  top 
of  the  mountain,  we  find  that  in  places  its  mineral  baldness  prohibita 
the  growth  of  even  grazing  verdure.  Walking  along  for  some  distance 
in  the  direction  of  the  range  line,  we  found  here  and  there  great  boulders 
of  solid  unmixed  ore  lying  loose.  We  saw  a  ledge  of  uncovered  ore, 
which  for  a  few  thousand  feet  that  we  followed  it,  preserved  an  even 
thickness  of  at  least  twelve  feet,  and  above  which  is  scarcely  sufficient 
earth  to  cover  it.  Irregular  pieces,  ranging;  in  size  from  a  few  poundfl 
to  thirty  or  forty  tons,  hj  detached  for  miles  alon^  this  mountain  edffe. 
Nothing  that  we  could  say  would  convey  to  the  mind  of  the  reader  the 
immense  ore  wealth  that  presents  its  uncovered  richness.  We  had  come 
to  see  wonderful  mineral  wealth ;  we  had  been  told  that  Bed  Mountain 
was  a-mountain  of  iron,  but  we  saw  that  which  entirely  surpassed  our 
anticipations. 

*' Starting  out  again  we  followed  the  South  and  North  Alabama 
Bailroad,  for  a  distance  of  three  miles  to  Ghrace's  Gap,  then  leavinc^  the 
railroad  we  ascended  Bed  Mountain,  and  by  easy  steps  reached  the 
summit.  In  the  several  openings  passed  to  reach  this  point,  the  solid 
clean  ore  was  from  15  to  80  feet  in  thickness.  Pursuing  our  way  to  the 
opposite  side  of  the  mountain,  until  we  reached  the  bluff,  which  over- 
looks it,  we  found  this  to  be  in  many  places  perpendicular  and  presenting 
a  solid  front  of  bare  ore ;  this  continues  for  miles  along  the  mountain. 
In  one  place  we  noticed  solid  ore  for  50  to  100  yards  completely  bare 
and  everywhere  large  and  small  lumps  upon  the  sur&ce.    Along  the 
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path  the  bluff  waw  found  to  be  from  15  to  20  feet  in  height,  all  ore, 
while  beneath  the  path  a  greater  thickness  of  50  to  100  feet  of  solid 
ore  was  found.  All  is  iron  ore  that  has  yielded  in  the  furnaces  of 
Alabama,  Indiana,  and  Ohio,  50  to  54  per  cent,  in  metallic  iron. 

"  Standing  now  on  Eed  Mountain,  four  miles  from  Birmingham,  we 
learn  that  this  is  about  the  centre  of  the  mineral  regions  of  Alabama, 
and  that  we  a^e  between  two  great  eoal  fields.  The  Warrior  with  an 
jirea  of  nearly  5,000  square  miles,  and  the  Cahaba  with  an  area  of  about 
400  square  miles.  The  South  and  North  Alabama  Railroad  runs 
through  both  these,  while  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga,  running 
parallel  with  and  along  the  base  of  Eed  Mountain,  extends  through  the 
full  length  of  the  Jones  Vallej." 

Mr.  Bell  says,  "  I  would  ask  you  to  imagine  a  section  of  country  of 
which  the  trest^m  portion  is  the  Warrior  coal  field.  Between  this  and 
the  Cahaba  coal  formation  lies  Jones  Valley,  containing  the  brown  and 
red  foBsiliferous  ores.  We  thns  have  two  coal  fields  bounding  for 
86T«ral  miles  on  the  east  Mid  west  deposits  of  ore  of  immense  magni- 
tude, while  on  the  eastern  margin  of  the  Cahaba  coals  are  other  extensive 
deposits  of  brown  ore,  and  underneath,  geologioally  speakbg,  an 
abundance  of  Silurian  limesto&e/' 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  regard  to  the  mineral  resources  of 
Alabfuna,  red  ore,  brown  hematite,  and  black  band^  lying  in  close  con- 
tiguity  to  immense  coal  deposits.  What  more  is  wanted  for  the  building 
uo  of  a  great  iron  producing  countary  ?  Coal,  ore.  Mid  limestone,  each 
01  the  best  quality  and  imiuually  aeoessible.  So  muoh  mineral  wealth 
under  such  favourable  oircumstances  the  country  cannot  overiook. 
The  worid's  demand  for  ^heap  iton  can  here  be  supplied. 

Cost  of  Manft^kctmrinff  ir^.^-The  cost  of  making  iron  in  the 
mineral  region  of  Alabama  k  thns  estimated  by  L.  S.  Gt)odrieh,  Super- 
iiiloiidwit  of  the  Eureka  Iroli  Comptey : — 

Dot  c. 
Estimatiiig  two  tons  of  ove  to  make  one  ton  of  iron  at 

75  c.  per  ion I    60 

Seventy-five  bnshels  of  coke,  at  9  c 6    75 

Limefttone  Unk 0    75    ' 

Labour,  i)er  tod 2    50 

Interest  on  iBveettneiii 1    03 

Wear  and  tear        0    60 

Incidental  and  aalarieB 1    50 

IPotal  coftt  to  ^odfh!^  one  ton  14    50 

It  18  estimated  that  one  ton  of  pi^  ii^oii  cost  (he  pVodu(ier8  6tt  dti 
a;Vflmtge,  in  the  manufacturing  centres,  not  lerfs  than  2S  dol.  on  the 
alst  of  March,  1874. 

In  Great  Britain  and  Belgium,  where  labout*  is  cheftp,  the  av6ifage 
CK»t  of  manufacturing  pig  iron  from  the  ore  is  12  dol.  per  tot,  and  fo^ 
'«m)nght  iron,  36  dol.  to  40  dol.  per  toil,  According  to  qMity.  hi 
Pennsylvania  the  expense  of  making  pig  iron  with  anthi*acite  <H«I  J* 
2(8  dol.  per  ton,  and  6f  making  raib^oad  iton  65  dol.  to  fO  dol.  per  ton. 
At  the  Shetby  iron  ifrorks  of  Alabama,  Srhei*e  the  manufkctuw  of  6h^' 
C6&1  il*on  is  <*afl4ed  oh,  the  ore  feeiiig  broWn  hemitite  dug  frotfi  a  riiitegf 
gwuud  netir  thfe  fOrftrtce,  the  it^ihs  of  ^€Mif  Wfe  arf  folldt^rs :-. 
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DoL  c 

Mining  ore  for  one  ton  of  cftBt  inm         2  59 

106}  bnshelB  chitreoal,  8  e.          8  56 

Preliminary  roasting         0  50 

Limestone  for  fluxing        0  25 

Smelting  and  attendant  ezpenaes 5  20 

General  ezpenaes  of  work 8  00 

Total 20    01 

If  1^  statenmit  of  expexne  is  compared  with  an  eskimate  for  the 
aveltiiig  of  the  ved  hematite  b^  tlie  seraibituiBiiaoiiis  c«al  of  the  Wamof 
QM^  which  is  singolarly  free  irom  sulpbur,  and  as  well  saitod  for  the 
sMeltin^  of  irosk  as  the  antknunte  of  Penasylvaiua  or  the  bitmiaiaous 
coal  of  England  and  Scotland,  the  estimate  would  be  as  follows: — 

DoUarSr 

Costof  ore  for  one  ton  of  iron  2 

Cost  of  two  tons  of  coal  for  smelting  . .         • .       2 

Coet  of  smelting 5 

General  expenses  of  works 8 

Total 12 

This  ore  reomres  no  roasting,  nor  flux,  and  the  coal  does  not  need 
to  be  convertea  into  coke. 

The  cost  of  making  railroad  iron  in  this  region  is  as  follows : — 

Dollars. 
Cofit  per  ton  of  east  iron  and  old  rail  iron  . .         . .     22 

Paddiittg  hi  reTorberatofy  famaee 6 

Bebeatl^       4 

BiMng  ., « 

General  ezpenae  of  work 3 

Total        40 

The  aTcmgo  ooi^t  of  making  railmad  iron  in  Penndykaiiia  is  6S  doi^ 
ptrtev,  in  Europe  98  dol. 

Sw^  being  the  attractions  of  the  mining  region  of  the  State  of 
Alabmia,  and  Mobile  being  the  nearest  ses^CMrt  t^  that  regioxi,  the 
Mobile  and  Alabama  Grand  Trunk  £ailroad  (so  favoorablj  meationed 
iar  mr  Cotnmercitl  Baport  of  last  year)  moat  beeome  tbe  main  avaiue 
for  the  transportation  to  market  of  ores  and  manufactured  iron*  This 
road  ia  tlM  ibreet  valley  route  from  the.  minea  to  tbe  Golf  ot  Mexico. 
It  ia  to  be  be]ped  that  Mobile  will,  before  many  yeart,  be  tl^  leAiippiag 
pott  for  coal,  ifon,  tknber,  lime,  cotton,  rosin,  turpenti&e,  Ac 

MomSTAXt    AK»  TmAJXCtJkL, 

la  my  ie|Kirt  for  last  year,  1 9mst  m  oofj  of  the  official  notification 
to  tho  ereditord  ef  Alabama  by  the  Debt  ComvussioQaniL 
br  the  Geneia)  AfletMably  ot  the  Sti^  to  liquidate  a^ 
aU  «lakaa  aneisg  frem  bonds  iie<ied  or  endorsed  by  the  State^ 
and  as  much  of  this  debt  or  bonds  are  held  in  £afkmd,  it  is  moio  than 
pebaUrtbal  t^  report  eftbe  tiareeOomiaiseienevs  jual  publidhed^  viQ 
ifllenel  the  partiea  eeaoeeneiL 

ItweoUlb^diffieidlyOr  perbapa  iMoasibloyto  make  a  satiafaatoty 
eolMet  eltbo said  leperti  aiM  I  tfaeieforo  send  it  aaitwaa  j^eerated 
by  Gh)yemo(  G«orge  S.  Houston  to  the  Assembly  now  in  session^  I 
feaalkattbeaetioaof  «lie  Cemmieiiaaefa  will  Bot  be  Tevy  satiaAigtery 
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to  tbe  foreifi;ii  boDdholders,  but  so  long  as  the  State  has  no  funds  to  paj 
its  indebte£ieB8y  their  recommendations  will  have  to  be  accepted. 

'^  MBS8A.GE. 

^  SUUe  of  Alabama,  ExeeuHw  Departmenty 
"  Montgomeryy  Jan.  24ith,  1876. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes 
of  the  State  of  Alabama: — 

*'I  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed 
under  an  Act  approved  17th  December,  1874,  entitled  an  Act  '  for  the 
appointment  of  Commissioners  to  liquidate  and  adjust  all  claims  against 
the  State  of  Alabama  arising  from  bonds  issued  or  endorsed  in  the 
name  of  the  State.' 

''To  the  report  is  appended  a  proposition  for  the  settlement  of 
bonds  of  the  State,  issuea  under  certain  acts  therein  referred  to,  which 
proposition  having  been  accepted  in  writing  by  the  representatives  of 
the  holders  of  a  large  number  of  these  bonds,  has  become  a  contract  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  Gtener:il  Assembly. 

**  There  is  also  appended,  subject  to  like  approval,  a  contract  with 
the  holders  of  the  endorsed  bonds  of  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga 
Bailroad  Company,  for  the  liquidation  and  settlement  of  the  demanos 
against  the  State  growing  out  of  that  class  of  endorsed  bonds. 
.  **  The  report  of  the  Commissioners  presents  fully  and  fairly  the 
financial  condition  of  tbe  State,  and  contains  recommendations  to  which 
your  attention  and  consideration  are  respectfully  invited. 

''  I  also  submit  a  contract  nuide  by  myself  as  Executive  of  the  State, 
under  authority  conferred  upon  me  by  an  Act  entitled  *  an  Act  to  pro- 
tect the  State  in  the  matter  of  tbe  franchises  and  property  of  the 
Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Eailroad  Company,  and  of  the  huids  donated 
to  the  State  for  and  on  account  of  tbe  railroad  of  that  company  by 
Acts  of  Congress,  and  to  authorize  the  present  governor  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,*  approved  March  20th,  1875, 
vntn  the  holders  of  the  straight  gold  bonds  of  the  State  issued  and 
loaned  to  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Eailroad  Company,  under  the 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  approved  February  11th,  1870,  entitled 
*  an  Act  to  loan  the  credit  of  the  State  of  Alaoama  to  the  Alabama 
and  Chattanooga  Bailroad  Company  for  the  purpose  of  expediting  the 
construction  of  the  railroad  of  said  company  within  tne  State  of 
Alabama.' 

''Under  the  provisions  of  the  statute  referred  to,  I  could  have  con- 
cluded the  contract  without  referring  it  to  the  G-eneral  Assembly,  but 
it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  State,  and  I  deem  it  proper  to 
submit  it  to  the  representatives  of  the  people  before  it  is  consummated, 
leaving  them  to  pronounce  upon  my  action. 

"  fending  the  final  agreement  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  and  other 
property  mortgaged  to  the  State  by  the  Alabama  and  Chattanbon 
ttculroad  Company,  I  invited  my  associate  Commissioners  to  consmt 
with  me  and  present  their  views,  which  thev  freely  communicated 
during  the  progress  of  the  negotiations,  and  fufiy  approve  the  terms  of 
the  contract  I  now  submit. 

^'  Having  united  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  it  is  needless 
for  me  to  say  that  I  believe  the  adoption  of  the  scheme  of  adjustment 
and  settlement  which  they  recommend  will  relieve  the  State  of  aa 
ineubus  which  must  be  removed  before  we  can  have  permanent  pros* 
perity.  « 

**!  trust  the  solution  of  the  difficult  financial  problem  is  at  haiid^ 
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and  that  the  present  favourable  opportunity  of  obtaining  reb'ef  for 
our  heavily  oppressed  constituencies  may  not  be  allowed  to  pass  un- 
improved. 

'*Very  respectfully, 

"Geoege  S.  Houstqk.'? 

"Kbpobt. 

"  Offics  of  Cummissioners, 
V  Montgomery y  Alabama,  Jan.  2Uh^  1876. 

"  To  the  Governor  of  Alabama : — 

*'  The  Commissioners  appointed  under  an  Act  approved  17th  Decem- 
ber, 1874,  to  ascertain,  adiust,  and  liquidate  ^  all  claims  against  the 
State  of  Alabama,  arising  from  bonds  issued  or  endorsed  in  the  name 
of  the  State,'  have  been  assiduously  engaged  for  the  past  year  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  them,  and  now  respectfully  submit 
their  report : 

'^  Our  first  duty,  after  taking  the  oath  of  office  prescribed  by  law, 
was  to  ascertain  the  extent  and  character  of  the  indebtedness  of  the 
State.  In  the  discharge  of  this  duty  we  were  confronted  with  difficulties 
at  every  step. 

"  The  archives  of  the  State  were  presumed  to  contain  accurate  and 
reliable  evidence  of  the  outstanding  obligations  of  the  State  of  every 
class,  and  under  the  presumption  that  all  bonds  are  properly  registered 
in  the  offices  of  the  auditor  and  treasurer,  the  tabular  statements  of 
each  class  of  indebtedness  annually  published  by  those  officers  are 
usually  accepted  as  presenting  the  financial  condition  of  the  State. 
But  our  investigations  soon  developed  the  fact  that  the  records  are 
incomplete  as  to  the  endorsed  bondS)  and  not  entirely  accurate  as  to  the 
bonds  extended  and  bonds  issued  and  sold  by  the  State. 

"  In  none  of  the  tabular  statements  of  the  bonded  debt,  from  1872 
to  this  date,  do  we  find  any  6  per  cent,  bonds  past  due — ^yet  we  have  • 
ascertained  that  5  per  cent,  bonds  to  the  amount  of  21,000  dol.,  due  in 
1872,  are  now  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

There  are  bonds  in  the  office  of  the  treasurer,  signed  and  counter- 
signed as  required  by  law,  which  will  mature  in  1883, 1886, 1890,  and 
1892.  These  bonds,  we  presume,  were  prepared  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  part  of  the  ante  helium  bonds,  but  if  so,  they  have  not  been 
called  for  by  the  holders  of  the  old  bonds,  or  they  were  issued  in  excess 
of  the  amount  required  for  extension.  We  have  ascertained  that  some 
of  those  bonds  in  the  offico  of  the  treasurer  are  embraced  in  the  state- 
ment published  by  the  auditor,  dating  back  to  1872,  and  have  been 
embraced  in  all  suosequent  reports  of  that  officer. 

"  Thinking  it  probable  that  there  might  be  in  the  Union  Bank  of 
London  bonds  or  cash,  or  botli,  belonging  to  the  State,  we  caused  a 
communication  to  be  addressed  to  the  manager  of  that  bank,  for  the 
purpose  of  eliciting  information.  He  responded  in  July  last,  and  re- 
ported that  the  bank  held  on  account  of  the  State  of  Alabama  25  new 
6  per  cent,  bonds  for  225/.  each,  and  27  old  bonds  due  in  1866 — 7  for 
112/.  10*.  each,  and  20  for  227.  10«.  each— -and  that  there  was  to 
the  credit  of  the  State  3,166Z.  15*.  8i/.,  equivalent  to  17,362  dol.  30  c. 

''  It  is  known  that  Governor  Smith  omitted  to  have  the  bonds  en- 
dorsed by  him  for  railroad  companies  properly  registered.  After  the 
induction  of  Governor  Lindsay  into  oflftce,  he  attempted  by  correspon- 
dence with  the  various  railroad  companies  to  supply  the  omission  of  his 
predecessor ;  but  if  our  information  be  correct,  Governor  Lindsay  also 

[419]  2  N  X 
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endorsed  bonds  of  which  we  find  no  record.  In  the  report  of  the 
auditor  the  amount  of  bonds  endorsed  for  the  Selma,  Marion,  and 
Memphis  Kailroad  Company  is  stated  to  be  720,000  dol.  The  late 
president  of  the  company  informs  us  that  765,000  dol.  of  the  bonds  of 
that  company  were  endorsed  by  the  State.  It  appears,  therefore,  from 
his  statement  that  at  least  45,000  dol.  of  the  last  endorsements  were 
not  registered. 

"  Under  these  circumstances  we  could  not  rely  upon  the  archives  of 
the  State  for  full  and  accurate  information  either  as  to  straight  or 
endorsed  bonds;  and  having  no  authority  to  compel  the  presence  of 
witnesses  or  the  production  of  papers,  we  obtained  all  the  information 
we  could  by  correspondence  and  otherwise  from  parties  who  were 
willing  to  furnish  it  without  compulsion.  "We  finally  addressed  a  com- 
munication  to  the  creditors  of  the  State,  which  was  published  in 
Alabama,  New  York,  and  London.  We  regret  to  say  that  our  reason* 
able  request  has  not,  up  to  this  time,  elicited  a  response  from  a  large 
number  of  the  bondholders. 

"  Being,  as  already  stated,  dependent  for  information  upon  imper- 
fect records,  and  the  statements  of  railroad  officials  and  others  who 
were  willing  to  make  disclosures,  and  upon  the  reports  made  to  us  by 
bondholders  in  compliance  with  our  request,  we  are,  for  the  purposes 
of  this  report,  forced  to  accept,  in  part,  the  statements  of  the  auditor 
and  treasurer  as  to  the  volume  of  the  straight  bonded  debt,  and  of  the 
endorsed  bonds  for  railroad  companies,  and  therefore  our  classification 
of  the  public  debt,  direct  and  contingent,  will  only  be  approximately, 
but  we  believe  substantially,  correct. 

"  We  have  not  ascertained  that  there  is  any  error  in  the  amount 
of  8  per  cent,  bonds  issued  and  sold  during  the  administrations  of 
Governor  Patton  and  Gbvemor  Smith,  as  reported  by  the  auditor. 

*^  During  the  administration  of  Governor  Lindsay  an  Act  approved 
15th  December,  1871,  authorized  the  issue  and  sale  of  1,000,000  dol. 
of  8  per  cent,  bonds,  and  his  successor.  Governor  Lewis,  was  authorized 
by  an  Act  approved  25th  February,  1873,  to  issue  and  sell  1,500,000  dol. 
of  bonds  bearing  the  same  rate  of  interest.  In  the  report  of  the 
auditor  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  80th  September,  1873,  the  amount 
outstanding  of  the  first  issue  (known  as  the  issue  of  1872)  is  stated  to 
be  745,000  dol.,  and  of  the  last  issue  (1873)  355,000  dol.  In  the 
report  of  the^  same  officer  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  September, 
1874,  the  issue  of  1872  is  reduced  to  650,000  dol.,  and  the  issue  of 
1873  is  reported  to  be  185,000  dol.,  showing  that  of  the  two  issues 
265,000  dol.  had  been  retired  in  some  way;  but  other  evidence 
impeaches  the  accuracy  of  those  tabular  statements. 

"  The  auditor  says,  on  page  4  of  his  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
30th  September,  1874,  that  *  the  bonded  debt  has  been  decreased  by 
the  retuing  of  260,000  dol.,  formerly  hypothecated  with  and  sold  to 
Duncan,  Sherman,  and  Co.'  Unless  bonds  were  purchased  of  other 
parties  there  is  a  discrepancy  of  5,000  dol.  But  in  regard  to  the 
amount  of  bonds  purchased  of  Duncan,  Sherman,  and  Co.,  the  state- 
ment of  the  auditor,  and  a  letter  received  by  us  from  Duncan,  Sherman, 
and  Co.,  do  not  agree.  The  latter  say,  in  a  letter  dated  23rd  March 
last,  •  On  the  13th  May,  1873,  we  purchased  of  the  State  of  Alabama 
260,000  dol.  of  the  bonds  of  the  State  at  85  c.  We  afterwards,  on 
7th  September,  1874,  sold  246,000  dol.  of  these  bonds  at  60  c,  viz., 
147,600  dol.,  taking  pay  therefor,  cash  10,000  dol.  and  187,000  dol.  in 
funding  bills  at  85  c.  on  the  dollar— 161,920  dol.'  We  are  unable  to 
reconcue  this  discrepancy  of  14,000  dol.  between  the  246,000  dol.  and 
260,000  dol.  as  stated. 
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"  We  now  respectfully  refer  to  documentary  evidence  that  thera 
has  been  an  over  issue  of  35,000  dol.  by  either  Governor  Lindsay  or 
Governor  Lewis.  The  two  issues  are  so  connected  in  the  transactions 
of  Governor  Lewis  (he  having  used  part  of  one  and  all  of  the  other)  as 
to  render  it  necessary,  to  some  extent,  to  treat  them  as  blended  issues. 

*•'  In  the  report  of  the  auditor  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1874,  the  amount  outstanding  of  the  two  issues  is  slated  to  be 
835,000  dol.  In  the  message  of  Governor  Lewis,  dated  November, 
1874,  he  says:  *  The  State  has  now  bonds  of  the  issues  of  1872  and 
1873  to  the  amount  of  1,700,000  dol.,  in  the  hands  of  the  following 
depositories' — naming  them.  If  of  the  two  issues  835,000  dol.  had 
been  sold,  and  the  State  had  1,700,000  dol.  on  deposit,  as  stated  by 
Governor  Lewis,  the  two  amounts  aggregate  35,000  dol.  more  than  was 
authorized  by  law.  Governor  Lindsay,  as  alreadv  stated,  was  authorized 
to  issue  only  1,000,000  dol.,  and  the  issue  of  Governor  Lewis  was 
limited  to  1,500,000  dol.  AVe  have  ascertained  that  the  statement  of 
Governor  Lewis  in  his  message  is  correct,  and  if  there  be  no  error  in 
the  amount  reported  by  the  auditor  as  having  been  sold,  there  seems 
to  be  no  way  to  account  for  the  discrepancy,  except  upon  the 
hypothesis  of  an  over  issue. 

"  It  may  be  that  some  of  the  discrepancies  and  irregularities  which 
we  have  felt  constrained  to  expose,  are  attributable  to  the  multi- 
tudinous fiscal  agents  employed  by  the  State,  especially  from  November, 
1870,  to  November,  1874.  In  addition  to  the  resident  agents  in  the 
cities  of  Montgomery  and  New  York,  there  were  itinerant  agents. 
Governor  Lindsay  and  Governor  Lewis  also  made  important  nego- 
tiations, involving  many  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  yet  no  formal 
report  of  their  transactions  can  be  found  by  us  in  any  of  the  State 
departments.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  fiscal  agent  of  the  State,  high  or 
low,  to  make  to  some  department  of  the  State  a  full  report  of  his 
official  transactions. 

*'.  Mr.  E.  B.  Mitchell  acted  for  a  time  as  agent  of  the  State,  under 
the  appointment  of  Governor  Lewis.  We  are  informed  that  he  holds 
two  warrants  on  the  Treasury,  amounting  to  84,923  dol.,  drawn  in 
January,  1873,  to  pay  interest  on  the  bonded  debt.  These  two  warrants 
ought  long  since  to  have  been  returned  to  the  State  and  cancelled. 

"  The  absence  of  reports,  neglect  to  have  accounts  properly  audited, 
and  the  blended  transactions  of  fiscal  agents  and  others  acting  as  such, 
render  it  impossible  to  trace  the  money  received  and  paid  out  by  each, 
and  their  liaoility  is  consequently  left  in  obscurity. 

"  Of  the  1,700,000  dol.  of  8  per  cent,  bonds  referred  to  by  Governor 
Lewis  in  his  message,  Josiah  Morris  and  Company  hold  650,000  dol., 
which  belong  to  the  State.  Part  of  them  were  purchased  by  Duncan, 
Sherman,  and  Company,  at  60  c.  on  the  dollar,  and  were  paid  for  in 
State  obligations  at  85  c.  on  the  dollar.  We  have  ascertained  that 
161,900  dol.  of  the  State  obligations  were  used  in  this  transaction. 
Governor  Lewis  also  used  228,000  dol.  of  State  obligations  in  redeeming 
350,000  dol.  of  8  per  cent,  bonds  held  by  Duncan,  Sherman,  and  Com- 
pany, as  collateral  security,  and  the  whole  amount  of  obligations  has 
been  put  in  circulation.  To  this  unauthorized  use  of  State  obligations 
is  attributable  the  present  redundant  depreciated  State  currency. 

"  Indebtedness  of  the  State, 

"  The  direct  and  contingent  indebtedndess  of  the  State  is  30,000,000 
dol.  The  recognized  direct  debt,  exclusive  of  bonds  issued  or  loaned 
to  railroad  companies,  consists  of  bonds  bearing  5,  6,  and  8  per  cent. 
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iufcerest ;  bonds  issued  for  temporary  loans ;  bonds  hypothecated  with 
and  sold  by  the  New  York  G-uaranty  and  Indemnity  Company,  on 
account  of  a  temporary  loan ;  bonds  hypothecated  with  and  sold  by 
assignees  appointed  by  the  United  States  District  Court,  in  bankrupt 
cases ;  State  obligations, bearing  8  per  cent,  interest;  State  certificates, 
known  as  '  Fatten  money  ;*  Trust  funds,  and  some  small  claims  against 
the  State. 

"The  recognized  direct  debt  arising  from  aid  given  to  railroad 
corporations,  consists  of  bonds  bearing  7  per  cent,  interest,  payable  in 
coin.  These  bonds  were  issued  and  used  in  substitution,  uncfer  what 
is  known  as  the  4,000  dol.  per  mile  act. 

"  The  contingent  direct  debt  is  composed  of  bonds  hypothecated,  a 
claim  of  the  South  and  North  Railroad  Company  for  part  of  the  3  {>er 
cent,  fund,  an  alleged  balance  due  the  public  school  tund,  and  a  claiuf 
ofW.  A.  C.  Jones. 

''  The  contingent  liability  of  the  State  on  account  of  aid  to  railroad 
companies,  embraces  bonds  endorsed  for  and  bonds  loaned  to  railroad 
corporations. 

*'  We  will  present  these  various  classes  of  indebtednoss,  direct  and 
contingent,  in  the  order  named,  and  for  the  purpose  of  reference  will 
denommate  them  Classes  L,  II.,  III.,  and  lY. 

"(Sow  7. 

DolUrs. 

5  per  cent,  bonds  due  in  New  York  in  1866 2^414,800 

„                   „             1892 168,000 

„                  t,           London  in  1886 712,800 

„        „     1872,  and  not  extended    ..    .,  21,000 

6  per  cent,  bonds  due  in  London  in  1886    82,500 

1890    688,900 

8  per  cent.  (Patton  issue)  bonds  due  in  New  York  1886         . .  877,700 

„         (Smith  issue)           „               „              „           ..  500,000 

„         (Lindsay  issue)        „               „           1892         ,.  650,000 

„         (Lewis  issue)            „               „            1898  185,000 

„         short  bonds  sold  by  Cioyemor  Lindsay  in  1871     ..  180,000 
„         bonds  hypothecated  with  and  sold  by  New  York 

Guaranty  and  Indemnity  Company 28,000 

8  per  cent,  bonds  hypothecated  with  and  8c*ld  by  assignees  in 

bankruptcy 148,000 

8  per  cent.  State  obligations        1,000,000 

State  certificates,  or  Patton  money,  about         40,000 

Balance  due  New  York  Guaranty  and  Indemnity  Company 
January  1,  1875  (secured  by  102,000  dol.  of  8  per  cent. 

bonds  held  as  collateral),  about 67,000 

Balance  due  Duncan,  Sherman,  and  Co.,  as  reported  in  their 

schedule  of  assets,  about 38,000 

Balance  claimed  by  the  assignees  in  bankruptcy  (129,000  dol. 

of  8  per  cent,  bonds  held  as  collateral),  about        . .         . .  66,000 

Trust  funds 2,810,670 

Unpaid  interest  on  items  in  this  class,  about 1,050,000 

Total 11,677,470 

''  To  adjust  and  settle  the  5,  6,  and  8  per  cent,  bonds  issued  and 
Bold  directly  by  the  State,  including  bonds  used  in  renewal  or  extension 
of  those  issued  before  the  war  (except  the  21,000  dol.  of  6  per  cent, 
bonds  due  in  1872,  and  253,500  dol.  of  8  per  cent,  bonds  belonging  to 
the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College),  we  have  submitted  to  the 
holders  thereof  a  proposition,  a  copy  of  which  we  append,  marked 
'  Exhibit  A.'  It  is  to  cancel  the  past  due  interest  and  such  as  will 
accrue  up  to.lst  July,  1876,  and  to  substitute  a  new  bond  for  the  face 
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of  those  outsiandiiig — the  uew  bond  to  have  thirty  years  to  ruu  and 
bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent,  per  annum  for  five  years  from 
Ist  July,  1876;  3  per  cent,  from  let  July,  1881,  to  1st  July,  1886; 
4  per  cent,  for  the  next  ten  years,  and  5  per  cent,  for  the  remaining 
ten  years — principal  and  interest  payable  in  the  city  of  New  York  in 
lawful  money  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  bonds  to  be  renewable  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  State,  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum. 

"  This  proposition  has  been  accepted  by  the  holders  of  bonds 
amounting  to  about  3,000,000  dol.,  and  will  no  doubt  be  accepted  by 
all  who  legitimately  hold  5,  6,  and  8  per  cent,  bonds.  AVe  recommend 
that  all  other  bonds  included  in  Class  I.  (except  those  held  by  the 
Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College),  and  also  the  balance  due  the 
New  York  Guaranty  and  Indemnity  Company,  Duncan,  Sherman,  and 
Company,  and  the  assignees  in  bankruptcy,  be  settled  in  like  manner — 
that  is,  by  the  use  of  the  new  consolidated  bond  described  in 
'Exhibit  A.' 

"  This  settlement  will  save  to  the  State  fully  1,250,000  dol.,  being 
the  amount  of  interest  to  be  cancelled  from  the  ^te  of  default  in  1873 
to  Ist  July,  1876.  The  reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest  from  5,  6,  and 
8  per  cent,  on  the  old  bonds,  to  2,  3,  4,  and  5  per  cent,  on  the  new 
bonds,  is  a  filature  of  the  compromise  which  will  commend  the  settle- 
ment to  the  tax-payers  of  Alabama.  It  will  save  annually  a  very  large 
amount  so  long  as  the  bonded  debt  may  remain  unpaid,  and  will  remove 
all  apprehension  of  oppressive  taxation. 

''Class  11. 

"Under  an  Act  approved  21st  April,  1873,  the  State  has  issued 
direct  bonds,  bearing  7  per  cent,  interest,  payable  in  coin,  to  the  South 
and  North,  Grand  !mink,  and  Savannah  and  Memphis  Eailroad  Com- 
panies, amounting  to  1,166,000  dol.,  to  wit:  To  South  and  North, 
782,000  dol. ;  Grand  Trunk,  220,000  dol. ;  and  to  the  Savannah  and 
Memphis,  204,000  dol.  These  three  companies  have  surrendered 
5,103,000  dol.  of  endorsed  bonds,  and  there  are  now  outstanding  only 
391,000  dol.  of  the  bonds  endorsed  for  the  South  and  North  Railroad 
Company,  and  142,000  dol.  of  the  Savannah  and  Memphis  endorsed 
bonds.    The  Grand  Trunk  has  none  outstanding. 

"  Under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  this  part  of  the  direct  debt  will 
be  increased  36,000  dol.  when  the  Savannah  and  Memphis  Company 
return  the  remainder  of  its  endorsed  bonds.  The  whole  issue  of  7  per 
cent,  bonds  will  then  be  1,192,000  dol.,  and  under  existing  laws  cannot 
be  extended  beyond  that  amount. 

"  Of  the  732,000  dol.  issued  to  the  South  and  North  Eailroad  Com- 
pany, 391,000  dol.  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  State  as  indemnity 
against  a  similar  amount  of  outstanding  bonds  endorsed  for  that 
company. 

"  No  interest  has  been  paid  by  the  State  upon  this  issue  of  bonds, 
nor  has  anything  been  paid  to  the  State  bj  either  of  the  companies 
from  their  gross  income,  as  provided  by  law. 

**  "We  do  not  recommend  that  the  State  disown  the  compromise 
made  under  the  Act  known  as  the  4,000  dol.  per  mile  Act.  All  com- 
promises and  adjustments  made  by  parties  who  are  competent  to 
contract  should  be  observed  in  good  faith  by  each  i)nrty  thereto,  and 
should  be  carried  out  according  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  ngroc- 
ment,  if  the  contracting  parties  have  the  ability  to  comply  with  the 
terms  of  the  settlement.  But  in  this  case  we  think  both  the  Stntc  and 
the  corporations  made  a  mistake.     The  State  agreed  to  pay  a  high  rate 
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of  interest  in  coin  for  thirty  years,  and  now  finds  that  it  is  unable  to 
redeem  its  pledge.  The  corporations  agreed  to  pay  to  the  State  three- 
fourths  of  1  per  cent,  of  their  gross  income  for  five  years,  and  6  per 
cent,  annually  thereafter,  with  power  on  the  part  of  the  State  to 
increase  it  until  a  fund  is  created  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  bonds ; 
and  to  secure  the  State  the  corporations  have,  to  a  certain  extent, 
placed  their  income  under  mortgage,  which  affects  their  credit  and  is 
otherwise  embarrassing. 

"  In  view  of  the  inconvenience  and  embarrassment  incident  to  this 
contract,  both  to  the  State  and  to  the  three  corporations,  we  think  a 
new  adjustment,  by  consent,  is  desirable.  We  therefore  recommend 
that  authority  be  given  to  substitute  a  new  bond  on  the  basis  of  50  c. 
on  the  dollar  of  the  principal  of  those  outstanding — the  new  bond  to 
have  thirty  years  to  run,  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  renewable  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  State,  both  principal  and  interest  to  be  made 
payable  in  New  York  in  lawful  money  of  the  United  States.  The  past 
due  interest  on  the  7  per  cent,  bonds,  and  the  past  due  taxes  unpaid  by 
the  railroad  companies,  may  be  made  a  set-off^. 

"  The  new  adjustment  proposed  would  sever  all  connection  between 
those  corporations  and  the  State  growing  out  of  endorsements,  and 
would,  we  are  confident,  result  beneficially  to  all  parties  concerned. 

"  It  would  relieve  the  lien  upon  the  income  of  the  railroad  com- 
panies and  improve  their  credit,  and  thereby  benefit  those  who  hold 
their  obligations.  The  State  would  reduce  the  volume  of  its  indebted- 
ness 596,000  dol.,  and  would  save  annually  in  the  payment  of  interest 
about  54,200  dol.  The  interest  on  1,192,000  dol.  is  83,440  dol.  Add 
the  present  price  of  gold,  and  the  interest  in  United  States  currency 
will  be  94,000  dol.  If  696,000  dol.  be  submitted,  as  we  propose,  for 
1,192,000  dol.,  the  annual  interest  at  5  per  cent,  will  onlv  be  29,800  dol., 
showing,  as  above  stated,  an  annual  saving  of  64,200  dol. 

"  Glass  II L 

Dollars. 

1.  Amoani  of  claims  of  the  South  and  North  Bailway  Com- 

pany, alleged  to  be  folly      600,000 

2.  Alleged  balance  due  the  School  Fund  508,404 

8.  Claim  of  W.  A.  C.  Jones,  reported  to  be 160,000 

4.  Notes  executed  by  Governor  Levis  to  H.  Clews  and  Co.    . .  299,660 
6.  Bonds  hypothecated  by  Governor  Lewis  with  Henry  Clews 

and  Co 660,000 

6.  Interest  on  same  180,000 

7.  Balance  claimed  by  H.  Clews  and  Co.,  as  per  account 

currentof21at  July,  1874 286/)29 

Total       2,578,093 

"  It  is  not  our  province  to  make  any  suggestion  in  regard  to  the 
claim  of  the  South.and  North  Eailroad  Company  or  the  amount  alleged 
to  be  due  the  school  fund.  They  are  not  connected  in  any  way  with 
the  bonded  debt  of  the  State,  and  do  not  come  within  the  scope  of  our 
investigation  and  adjustment.  We  only  refer  to  them  for  the  purpose 
of  presenting,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  entire  indebtedness  of  the  State, 
if  all  the  claims  preferred  against  her  should  be  allowed. 

"  The  claim  of  W.  A.  C.  Jones  has  been  referred  to  us  by  joint 
resolution,  approved  19th  of  March,  1875.  Until  recently  we  have  had 
no  opportunity  of  investigating  the  merits  of  the  claim,  as  Mr.  Jones 
had  not  appeared  before  us  in  person  or  by  counsel.  Since  hie  appli- 
cation to  be  heard  in  support  of  his  demand  against  the  State,  other 
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duties  liaye  precluded  an  inyestigation  of  his  claim.    As  soon  as  the 
evidence  is  taken,  we  will  report  it  to  the  General  Assembly. 

**  The  financial  transactions  with  H.  Clews  and  Company  are  anoma- 
lous. Money  was  borrowed  of  that  firm  from  time  to  time  by  Governor 
Lewis,  commencing  about  the  Ist  of  January,  1878,  amounting  to 
between  300,000  and  400,000  dol.  The  amount  appears  to  have  been 
reduced  by  payments  to  299,660  dol.  20  c.  on  the  10th  day  of  July, 
1878,  as  shown  by  an  account  current  rendered  on  that  day.  Ten  days 
prior  to  that  date,  Governor  Lewis  executed  to  Clews  and  Company 
twelve  notes  signed  by  him  as  Governor,  each  for  25,000  doL,  except 
one  for  24,660  dol.  20  c.  They  are  all  dated  Ist  of  July,  1873,  and  ore 
payable  six  months  after  date  without  interest. 

"  The  aggregate  amount  of  the  notes  and  the  amount  of  account  as 
rendered  ten  days  after  the  notes  are  dated,  are  identical,  but  wo 
cannot  understand  why  notes  should  have  been  executed  on  the  Ist  day 
of  July,  payable  six  months  after  date  without  interest,  to  close  an 
account  rendered  on  the  10th  day  of  the  same  month  and  year.  In  the 
account  rendered  ten  dayB  after  the  notes  were  executed  no  credit  is 
given  for  the  notes.  The  notes  are  not  in  the  form  of  commercial 
paper. 

"  As  collateral  security,  Governor  Lewis  deposited  with  H.  Clews 
and  Company  650,000  dol.  of  the  8  per  cent,  bonds  of  the  State,  which 
Clews  and  Company  disposed  of,  and  they  are  now  outstanding  against 
the  State. 

"  On  the  2l8t  of  July,  1874,  a  supplemental  account  current  was 
rendered  by  H.  Clews  and  Company,  in  which  the  State  is  credited 
with  the  proceeds  of  an  assumed  sale  of  the  650,000  dol.  of  8  per  cent, 
bonds  at  20  and*21  c.  on  the  dollar,  but  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  twelve 
notes.  In  the  latter  account  the  balance  brought  down  against  the 
State  is  235,029  dol.  43  c.  In  this  latter  account  the  balance  of 
299,660  dol.  20  c.,  shown  by  the  account  rendered  10th  of  July,  1873, 
to  be  due  at  that  date,  is  brought  forward,  notwithstanding  notes  had 
been  given  to  Clews  and  Company,  for  that  amount. 

"  This  fictitious  sale  of  the  bonds  was  made  by  Clews  and  Company 
after  they  had  hypothecated  them  with  sundry  capitalists  who  had 
advanced  money  on  them,  and  we  are  informed  by  the  parties  who 
held  the  bonds  last  summer  that  they  had  no  knowledge  or,  or  partici- 
pation in,  the  pretended  sale  at  20  and  21  c.  on  the  dollar. 

"Growing  out  of  this  remarkable  transaction  between  Governor 
Lewis  and  H.  Clews  and  Company,  three  distinct  classes  of  claims  are 
now  presented  against  the  State  :— 

Dollars     c 

1.  Twelve  notes  executed  by  Governor  Lewis,  dated  Ist 

Julv,  1873 299,660    20 

2.  Bonds  bearing  8  per  cent  interest  fVom  Ist  July,  1873 . .      650,000    00 
8.  Alleged  balance  due  H.  Clews  and  Co.  on  21st  July,  1874     235,089    iZ 

Total 1,184,689    63 

besides  interest,  to  cover  an  indebtedness  which  was  only  299,660  dol.  20  c. 
on  the  10th  of  July,  1878,  and  an  alleged  advance  of  10,041  dol.  25  c. 
made  on  the  23rd  July,  1873. 

"  The  notes  are  held  by  the  Fourth  National  Bank  of  New  Tork, 
but  they  were  not  purchased  or  discounted  by  the  bank.  "We  have 
satisfactory  evidence  that  they  were  turned  over  to  the  bank  on  or 
after  the  day  when  the  failure  of  Clews  and  Company  was  announced, 
as  idemnity  for  money  advanced  on  opeu  account. 

"  The  hypothecated  bonds  (650,000  dol.)  are  held  by  sundry  parties 
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whose  names  are  known  to  us.  They  were  hypothecated  by  Clews  and 
Company,  and  money  was  advanced  on  them.  We  do  not  know 
exactly  how  much  was  advanced  to  each  party,  but  if  our  information 
be  correct,  the  average  advance  was  about  50  c.  on  the  dollar,  enough 
to  extinguish  the  demands  of  Clews  and  Company  against  the  State, 
whether  in  the  form  of  an  account  or  notes. 

**  The  State  is  only  liable  for  the  amount  of  the  debt  which  was  flue 
to  Clews  and  Company,  amounting  to  about  310,000  doL,  with  interest. 
This  amount  is  all  that  we  recommend  to  be  arranged  by  the  State; 
and  as  to  which  of  the  claimants  it  belongs  we  do  not  undertake  to 
decide.  Until  the  parties  interplead  and  establish  such  rights  as  they 
may  have,  the  State  cannot  safely  determine  to  whom  payment  should 
be  made. 

*•  01^88  IV,—I!ndor8ed  Bond8. 

Endobsed  Bonds. 

DolUia. 

Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad        4^720,000 

Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad,  over  issue 580,000 

Sehna,  Marion,  and  Memphis 765^000 

New  Orleans  and  Selma 320,000 

SelmaandOulf 640,000 

East  Alabama  and  Cincinnati 400,000 

Montgomeiy  and  En&ula 1,280,000 

Savannah  and  Memphis 142,000 

(South  and  North  891,000  dol.,  but  the  collaterals  are  included 

in  Class  Two) 

Unpaid  interest^  about 2,750,000 

11,597,000 

Straight  Bonds. 

Loaned  to  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad 

Company ..     2,000,000 

Loaned  to  Montgomery  and  Eu&ula         . .         . .        800,000 

Unpaid  interest,  about        724,000 

8,024,000 

Total 14,641,000 

"  "What  shall  be  done  with  this  class  of  alleged  liability  or  con- 
tingent indebtedness  ? 

"The  State  aid  system  was  inopportunely  inaugurated.  It  would 
have  been  of  doubtful  propriety  when  the  State  was  nch  and  prosperous, 
and  it  was  certainly  injudicious,  as  experience  has  demonstrated,  after 
the  State  was  reduced  to  poverty. 

'*  Sagacious  capitalists  must  have  foreseen  that  a  State  in  which  the 
value  of  the  property  of  tlie  people  had  been  reduced  from  fully 
725,000,000  dol.to  barely  160,000,000  dol.,and  which  had  to  borrow  money 
annually  to  pay  interest  on  its  then  existing  debt,  would  not  be  able  to 
protect  its  endorsements  for  railroad  companies,  and  the  purchasers  of 
such  bonds  must,  as  sensible  and  prudent  men,  have  relied  on  the 
ability  of  the  principal  and  not  the  surety  for  payment.  They  could 
not,  it  seems  to  us,  have  expected  that  the  tax-payers  of  Alabama,  after 
having  lost  the  bulk  of  their  property  by  the  events  of  the  war,  and 
with  an  existing  debt  much  greater  than  when  the  war  commenced,  and 
nJBO  a  large  amount  of  municipal  and  individual  indebtedness,  would  be 
able  to  contribute  from  their  diminished  resources  a  sufficient  amount 
of  revenue  to  pay  the  obligations  of  railroad  corporations. 

"  The  limitations,  restrictions,  and  requirements  contained  in  the 
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State  aid  law  were  intended  to  protect,  and  if  they  bad  been  faithfully 
enforced,  would  have  protected  the  State  against  imposition  and  fraud. 
But  our  investigations  satisfy  us  that  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  law 
which  enjoined  the  observance  of  these  requirements  anterior  to  endorse- 
ments, were  violated  in  many  instances  and  in  various  ways,  to  the 
detriment  of  the  State  as  well  as  the  bondholders,  and  which  in  the 
judgment  of  many  good  men  absolved  the  State  from  all  legal  or  moral 
obligation  growing  out  of  such  endorsements.  This  is  a  question,  how- 
ever, which,  for  the  purposes  of  this  report,  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to 
discuss. 

"  In  the  case  of  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Eailroad  Company, 
authority  was  given  to,  and  the  duty  imposed  upon,  Governor  Lindsay, 
by  an  act  approved  8th  March,  1871,  to  ascertain  upon  what  bonds  of 
that  Company  the  State  was  liable  as  endorser,  and  to  borrow  money 
to  remove  the  defaidt  of  the  Company,  in  the  payment  of  interest  due 
on  such  bonds.  Governor  Jiindsay,  in  the  exercise  of  the  authority 
conferred  upon  him  by  that  Act,  decided  that  4,720,000  dol.  of  the  bonds 
had  been  legally  endorsed,  and  he  paid  the  semi-annual  interest  due  on 
the  1st  January  and  1st  July,  1871,  and  1st  January,  1872. 

"Moreover,  under  the  provisions  of  the  State  aid  law.  Governor 
Lindsay  took  possession  of  the  road  and  equipments,  and  through 
agents  appointed  by  him,  operated  it  during  part  of  1871  and  1872. 
The  State  thereby  asserted  its  right  to  seize  the  road,  and  it  may  be 
contended  that  it  admitted  its  obligation  to  protect  its  endorsements, 
and  that  it  is  estopped  by  its  action  from  interposing  the  defence  to 
which  we  have  referred. 

"  It  is  also  true  that  the  General  Assembly,  by  its  enactments, 
authorized  Governor  Lindsay  and  Governor  Lewis  to  sell  said  road 
and  equipments,  and  each  of  them  did  endeavour  to  make  a  sale.  These 
various  recognitions  by  the  State  seem  to  forbid  the  defences  which 
many  believe  could  bo  interposed,  and  we  do  not  think  the  duty  is 
enjoined  upon  us  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  solemn  acts  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

"  It  is  claimed  by  the  holders  of  the  endorsed  bonds  of  this  company 
that  great  detriment  to  them  resulted  from  the  unskilled  management 
of  the  road  while  it  was  in  possession  of  the  State,  and  that  they  are 
entitled  to  some  indemnity  for  injury  to  property  which  was  mortgaged 
to  them.  We  admit  that  there  is  some  plausibility  in  this  plea  for 
compensation,  but  to  what  extent  the  bondholders  were  injured  by  the 
action  of  the  State,  has  not  been  and  cannot  be  accurately  ascertained. 

"  In  view  of  all  the  facts  and  allegations  to  which  we  have  referred, 
and  to  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  approved  8th  of  March,  1871, 
which  we  feel  bound  to  respect,  wo  regard  this  as  a  case  not  entirely 
devoid  of  equity,  and  one  which  should  be  settled  by  a  fair  compromise. 
We  have,  therefore,  entered  into  an  agreement  with  T.  W.  Snagge,  Esq., 
of  London,  agent  of  the  holders  of  about  3,300,000  dol.  of  the  endorsed 
bonds  of  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Eailroad  Company,  under  and 
by  which,  if  approved  by  the  General  Assembly,  the  State  uill  be 
relieved  of  many  millions  of  dollars  of  contingent  liability,  and  thereby 
quiet  demands  which  might  give  the  State  future  annoyance. 

"  In  full  satisfaction  of  all  liability  on  account  of  endorsements  for 
that  company,  and  of  all  other  claims  or  demands  on  account  of  said 
road,  we  propose  that  the  State  pay  1,000,000  dol.  in  bonds  having 
thirty  years  to  run,  and  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent,  per 
annum  for  five  years,  and  4  per  cent,  for  twenty-five  years,  renewable  at 
the  option  of  the  State  for  thirty  years  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum.  Tlio 
bonds  and  coupons  are  to  be  made  payable  m  the  city  of  New  York  in 
lawful  money  of  the  United  States. 
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"  The  rate  of  interest  ia  fixed  at  2  per  cent,  for  five  years  in  con- 
sideration of  the  remission  of  such  unpaid  taxes  as  were  due  from  the 
company  on  80th  September  last. 

"  For  further  particulars  of  this  agreement  we  refer  you  to  Exhibit 

"  This  agreement,  if  consummated,  taken  in  connection  with  a  sale 
of  the  lands  mortgaged  to  the  State  to  secure  the  payment  of  the 
2,000,000  dol.  of  straight  bonds  loaned  to  tho  company  (the  terms  of 
which  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  Exhibit  *  C')j  ^iH  retire  about 
9,000,000  of  dollars  of  contingent  liability,  and  put  at  rest  all  con- 
troversy and  anxiety  on  account  of  the  connection  of  the  State  with 
this  ill-fated  company. 

"  Another  inducement  to  enter  into  this  agreement  is  the  probable 
financial  benefit  which  will  accrue  to  the  State.  The  road  is  now  in  a 
dilapidated  condition,  and  under  the  management  of  a  company  not 
possessing  the  means  necessary  to  repair  and  improve  it,  it  ydn  remain 
unsafe  and  unreliable  as  a  common  carrier.  It  will  also  continue  useless 
as  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  State,  as  its  net  earnings  now  do  not  equal 
the  taxes  upon  its  assessed  value. 

"  A  first-class  railway,  running  through  the  State  a  distance  of  240 
miles,  and  furnishing  travelling  and  transportation  facilities  to  an 
intelligent  and  enterprising  population,  occupying  fertile  lands  on 
either  side  of  the  road,  and  which  would  contribute  largely  to  the 
development  of  immense  mineral  wealth  now  latent  in  mines  of  coal 
and  iron,  is  a  desideratum  which  we  believe  would  be  supplied  by  an 
approval  and  consummation  of  the  agreement  which  we  have  made  with 
Mr.  Snagge.  We  are  assured  that  if  the  bondholders  become  the 
owners  of  the  road,  and  can  add  to  the  title  which  will  be  obtained 
under  a  decree  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  a  transfer  of  the 
rights  of  the  State  under  its  statutory  lien,  and  can  secure  1,000,000  dol. 
in  bonds  of  the  State,  even  at  the  low  rate  of  interest  proposed,  they 
will  put  the  road  in  good  order,  and  make  it  in  all  respects  a  first-class 
road. 

"  If  the  road  were  put  in  good  order  its  business  would  increase, 
and  the  taxes  from  the  road  alone  would  no  doubt  equal  the  interest  to 
be  paid  on  the  new  bonds.  The  average  amount  of  taxes  assessed 
against  the  company  from  1871  to  1874  inclusive,  is  37,377  dol.  81  c. 
To  this  add  the  revenue  which  would  be  derived  from  the  enhanced 
value  of  property  along  the  line  of  road,  and  it  will  be  apparent  that  no 
apprehension  of  loss  to  tho  State  need  be  indulged. 

"  Considered  therefore  in  a  financial  aspect,  we  deem  ifc  wise  to 
settle  with  the  bondholders  as  wo  propose. 

"  As  to  the  other  five  roads,  the  Montgomery  and  Eufaula,  East 
Alabama  and  Cincinnati,  Selma  and  Gulf,  Selma,  Marion,  and  Memphis, 
and  New  Orleans  and  Selma,  the  undersigned  submit,  that  there  is 
litigation  pending  in  the  courts  of  this  State  and  Tennessee  of  an 
important  character,  involving  points  of  law  that  will  in  all  probability 
very  materially  change  the  aspect  of  what  is  claimed  as  the  liability  of 
the  State  upon  its  endorsement  of  the  bonds  of  those  companies ;  and 
we  trust  may  result  in  convincing  the  holders  of  said  bonds  that  their 
tijie  interest  will  bo  best  advanced  by  their  acceptance  of  a  transfer  of 
the  lien  of  the  State  created  by  statute,  and  giving  to  the  State  a  full 
discharge  from  those  pretended  claims  against  it. 

"  We  recapitulate  the  indebtedness  of  the  State,  direct  and  con- 
tingent, as  follows : — 
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Dollani. 

Amount  in  Class  1 11,667,470 

„  „     2    ..         ./       ..         ..       1,156,000 

„  „     8 2,678,098 

„  „     4 14,641,000 

Totel 30,087,663 

'*  To  recognize  every  claim  preferred  against  the  State  would  render 
the  payment  of  interest,  to  say  nothing  of  tho  principal  of  such  an 
enormous  debt,  utterly  impossible,  even  at  a  very  low  rate.  It  would 
be  to  acknowledge  an  iudebtedness  eaual  to  oae-fifth  of  all  the 
property  of  tho  people,  and  to  provide  lor  the  annual  interest  which 
would  accrue,  would  require  a  tax,  if  not  inhibited  by  the  constitution, 
which  would  be  tantamount  to  confiscation.  It  is  apparent,  therefore, 
that  a  just  and  honourable  compromise  is  indispensable.  Unjust  claims 
must  be  rejected,  and  those  which  are  acknowledged  must  necessarily 
be  reduced. 

Eesoueces  of  the  State. 

**  The  revenue  for  the  past  fiscal  year  amounted  to  1,066,000  dol.  It 
will  be  less  this  year,  as  the  assessments  of  railroad  property  show  groat 
depreciation  of  that  species  of  property.  We  estimate  that  the  receipts 
during  the  current  year  will  not  exceed  1,010»000.  This  amount  will 
be  subject  to  the  abatement  made  under  the  present  revenue  law  to 
those  who  paid  their  taxes  in  October,  November,  and  December. 

"  The  expenses  of  the  State  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  exclusive  of 
appropriations  to  public  schools  and  of  interest  paid  to  the  University 
and  tne  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College,  and  interest  on  State 
obligations,  were  about  C00,000  dol.  The  expenses  of  the  late  con- 
stitutional convention  were  a  proper  charge  upon  the  treasury  for  the 
past  fiscal  year,  and  if  they  had  been  paid  out  of  the  revenue  of  that 
year,  the  entire  legitimate  expenses  of  tho  State  would  have  been 
530,000  dol.  But  the  treasury  was  depleted  at  the  time  the  convention 
was  held,  and  the  per  diem  of  the  delegates,  and  other  expenses,  were 
provided  for  by  a  temporary  arrangement.  Hence  a  charge  upon  the 
treasury  has  been  transfered  from  the  past  to  tho  present  fiscal  year. 
We  assume,  however,  that  the  expenses  of  the  State  will  be  reduced  to 
an  extent  equal  to  the  amount  expended  in  holdmg  the  constitutional 
convention. 

"  Assuming  that  the  General  Assembly  will  fix  the  rate  of  interest 
on  the  United  States  surplus  revenue  fund  at  4  per  cent.,  the  deduction 
from  the  whole  revenue  of  1,010,000  dol.,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  will  be 
as  follows ; — 

Dolkra. 

State  expenses         500,000 

Interest  on  trast  fand         100,000 

Direct  appropriation  to  public  schools      ..         .,         ..         ..       100,000 

Interest  on  the  University  fund 24,000 

Interest  on  bonds  held  by  the  Agricultural  and   Mechanical 

CJoUege 20,280 

Interest  on  Btate  obligations,  about         . .         « 54,000 

^ 

798,280  . 

leaving  (if  the  revenue  should  be  as  estimated,  1,040,000  dol.)  241,720  dol. 
to  be  appropriated  as  the  Q-eneral  Assemblj^  may  direct. 

"  In  postponing  the  payment  of  any  interest  on  the  new  bonds 
tendered  to  the  creditors  embraced  in  Class  I.,  we  have  had  in  view 
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the  imporiaDce  of  retiring  the  State  obligatioQS  as  rapidly  as  possible ; 
and  if  the  surplus  of  this  fiscal  year  should  be  used  for  that  purpose, 
we  think  a  sufficient  amount  of  the  obligations  will  be  retired  in  two 
years  to  bring  the  remainder  to  par,  or  so  near  to  par  as  to  remove  the 
inconvenience  and  most  of  the  loss  now  iacidental  to  their  circulation 
as  a  currency.  Our  scheme  of  adjustment  is  based  upon  the  supposition 
that  for  at  least  one  year  all  the  surplus  which  may  accumulate  in  tho 
treasury  will  be  applied  as  we  have  indicated. 

"  The  improvement  and  ultimate  extinction  of  the  present  depre- 
ciated State  currency  we  regard  as  indispensable  to  the  succeBsfal 
execution  of  our  plan  for  settling  the  public  debt.  If  the  State  obliga- 
tions continue  to  be  receivable  in  payment  of  taxes,  and  should  remain 
at  the  present  discount  of  about  20  per  cent.,  the  State,  after  1st  of 
July  next  (when  interest  will  commence  to  run  on  the  new  bonds), 
will  be  subjected  to  an  annual  loss  of  40,000  dol.  in  providing  United 
States  currency  to  pay  interest  on  the  adjusted  debt.  With  other 
legitimate  demands  upon  the  treasury — expenses  of  the  State  govern- 
ment and  support  of  the  public  8<Jhool8 — this  addition  of  40,000  dol. 
would  be  very  embarrassing. 

"  One  thing  needed  by  the  State  now  is  indulgence.  Its  finances 
are  broken  down,  and  the  State  needs  rest.  So  far  as  the  public  debt 
is  concerned  our  proposed  adjustment  is  based  upon  the  well-known 
poverty  of  the  people  and  consequent  empty  treasury.  We  propose 
that  the  payment  of  interest  be  postponed  so  as  to  control  whatever 
surplus  there  may  be  for  one  year  and  apply  it  to  other  purposes. 
After  next  July  we  fix  the  rate  of  interest  at  only  2  per  cent,  on  nearly- 
all  of  the  adjusted,  to  be  gradually  increased  until  it  reaches  the  maxi- 
mum rate  as  stipulated.  By  that  time  the  reforms  of  the  new  constitu- 
tion will  be  in  operation,  aiid  the  State,  we  hope,  will  have  regained 
much  of  its  lost  prosperity. 

"  It  will  be  admitted  that  a  well-digested  financial  scheme  may  be 
easily  executed  if  all  its  parts  be  kept  in  view,  but  a  disregard  of  one 
may  endanger  all.  It  would  be  a  calamity  if  undue  anxiety  to  promote 
a  single  interest  of  the  State  should  induce  appropriations  too  lavish 
for  the  public  good,  and  should  thereby  prevent  the  redemption  and 
cancellation  of  the  State  obligations  within  a  reasonable  time,  or  should 
subject  the  State  to  default  after  the  public  debt  shall  have  been  satis- 
factorily adjust/cd  and  settled.  Wisdom  suggests  that  the  finances  of 
the  State  be  placed  upon  a  solid  baai^,  and  then  the  success  of  public 
schools  and  other  important  interests  will  be  assured. 

"In  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  us  we  have  kept 
steadily  in  view  the  honour  and  good  name  of  the  State,  the  just 
demands  of  creditors,  the  value  of  free  public  schools,  and  the  poverty 
of  the  tax-payers.  To  mature  a  plan  of  settlement  which  would  be 
honourable  to  one  party  and  just  to  others,  has  required  thought  and 
deliberation.  If  the  conclusions  which  wo  have  reached  be  obnoxious 
to  criticism,  we  can  at  least  say  that  we  are  conscious  of  the  rectitude 
of  our  purposes,  and  believe  our  action,  if  confirmed,  will  redound  to 
the  good  of  all  concerned. 

"Much  has  been  said  about  recuperation  in  this  State.  We 
believe  it  will  come,  sooner  or  later ;  but  it  can  be  retarded  by  acting 
under  tho  influence  of  hope  without  combining  it  with  discretion. 
Beyond  a  doubt,  recuperation  depends  in  a  great  degree  upon  the 
adjustment  and  reduction  of  the  public  debt. 

"  Capital  will  not  to  any  great  extent  seek  investment  in  the  mines, 
quarries,  water  power  and  fertile  lands  of  Alabama,  until  it  becomes 
evident  that  the  present  rate  of  taxation  will  eventually  be  reduced* 
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Three-fourths  of  1  per  cent,  upon  the  full  value  of  property  is  a  high 
State  tax.  There  are  but  five  other  States  in  the  Union  (all  Southern 
except  one)  which  impose  a  tax  as  high  as  the  present  rate  in  this 
State,  and  both  capital  and  immigration  will  be  kept  in  check  while  the 
present  enormous  debt  hangs  over  the  State  and  threatens  oppression 
or  repudiation.  But  when  it  shall  become  known  that  the  public  debt 
has  been  reduced  to  10,000,000  dol.  or  less  (exclusive  of  trust  funds), 
and  the  interest  is  regulated  so  as  to  comport  with  the  resources  of  the 
State,  we  may  confidently  expect  an  influx  of  capital  and  labour, 
enhanced  value  of  property,  reduced  rate  of  taxation,  good  schools,  Slid 
a  permanent  and  contented  population. 

"  Eespectfully  submitted, 

"  Geo.  S.  Houston, 
"  Levi  W.  Lawisb, 
**  T.  B.  Bethba, 

'^  Commissioners. 

"  Office  of  Commissioneirs, 
"  Montgomery,  Alabama,  November  20, 1875. 
"  To  the  creditors  of  the  State  of  Alabama : — 

'*  The  undersigned,  commissioners  appointed  to  adjust  and  liquidate 
the  indebtedness  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  h^e  matured  a  scheme  of 
adjustment  and  settlement  of  the  bonds  issued  and  sold  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  following  named  acts  authorizing  the  issue  of 
bonds  of  the  State,  to  wit : — 

"  An  Act  *  To  provide  for  the  issue  of  State  bonds/  approved  15th 
December,  1865. 

"  An  Act  *  To  renew  and  extend  the  time  of  payment  of  certain 
bonds  therein  named,'  approved  18th  January,  1866. 

"  An  Act  *  To  provide  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  bonded 
debt  of  the  State  of  Alabama,'  approved  13th  February,  1866. 

"An  Act  *To  renew  and  extend  the  time  of  payment  of  certain 
bonds  therein  named,'  approved  6th  February,  1867. 

"  An  Act  *  To  authorize  the  issue  of  State  bonds,'  approved  12th 
August,  1868. 

"  An  Act '  To  provide  for  the  extension  of  certain  State  bonds,  due 
and  payable  in  liondon  on  the  Ist  day  of  June,  1870,'  approved  17th 
February,  1870. 

"  An  Act  *  To  relieve  and  regulate  the  finances  of  the  State,'  approved 
15th  December,  1871. 

"  An  Act  *  In  relation  to  the  Stale  bonds  of  Alabama,'  approved 
19th  February,  1872. 

"An  Act  *To  maintain  the  credit  of  Alabama,'  approved  25th 
February,  1873. 

"  We  propose  that  the  State  of  Alabama  issue  new  bonds  having 
thirty  years  to  run,  principal  and  interest  payable  in  the  city  of  New 
York  in  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  bearing  interest  payable 
semi-annually,  as  follows: — From  Ist  July,  1876,  to  1st  July,  1881,  at 
the  rate  of  2  per  cent,  per  annum ;  for  five  years  from  Ist  July,  1881, 
3  per  cent. ;  for  the  next  ten  years,  4  per  cent. ;  and  for  the  remainmg 
ten  years,  5  per  cent,  per  annum — said  bonds  to  bo  renewable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  State  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum. 

"  These  now  bonds  will  be  given  in  exchange  for  the  face  of  the  bonds 
no>^  outstanding,  issued  and  sold  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  various  acts  hereinbefore  recited,  upon  condition  that  all  past  due 
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coupons  and  such  as  will  mature  on  or  before  the  let  day  of  July,  1876 > 
are  to  be  surrendered  to  the  State  with  the  bond  to  which  they  belong* 
without  being  computed  as  part  of  the  amount  to  be  exchanged  for 
new  bonds.  All  coupons,  both  past  due  and  to  mature,  must  be 
surrendered. 

"  Until  the  first  day  of  November,  1876,  the  exchange  of  bonds  will 
be  made  at  the  agency  of  the  State  in  the  city  of  New  York,  except 
those  issued  under  the  acts  approved  15th  December,  1871,  and  25th 
February,  1873.  Such  bonds  as  has  been  issued  and  sold  pursuant  to 
thoiprovisions  of  the  two  acts  last  named  will  be  exchanged  at  the  office 
of  commissioners  in  the  city  of  Montgomery,  Alabama.  After  the  first 
day  of  November,  1876,  no  bonds  will  be  exchanged  except  at  the  office 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  State. 

"In  exchanging  the  proposed  new  issue  of  bonds  for  those  out- 
standing, all  past  due  coupons  upon  the  new  bonds  will  be  detached  at 
the  time  of  the  exchange! 

"  When  the  creditors  of  the  State  contrast  its  financial  condition  in 
1860,  and  at  this  time,  they  will  see  and  admit  that  the  State  intends  to 
observe  good  faith,  and  that  the  abatement  of  interest  up  to  1st  July, 
1876,  and  the  modification  proposed  thereafter,  results  from  the  inability 
of  the  State  to  do  more.  In  1860,  the  property  of  the  people  of  the 
State,  subject  to  taxation,  was  estimated  to  be  worth  fully  725,000,000  dol., 
and  the  entire  indebtedness  of  the  State,  foreign  and  domestic,  did  not 
exceed  6,000,000  dol.  Now  the  property  subject  to  taxation,  including 
incomes,  salaries  of  publk;  officers,  and  all  other  subjects  of  taxation,  is 
a  fraction  less  than  160,000,000  dol.  (as  will  bo  seen  by  reference  to  the 
report  of  the  State  Auditor), — while  the  direct  and  contingent  debt  of 
the  State,  including  past  due  interest  still  unpaid,  amounts  to  tho 
enormous  sum  of  30,000,000  dol. 

"  The  rate  of  taxation  is  now  three-fourths  of  1  per  cent.,  and  under 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  State  property  i3  assessed  at  a  fair 
market  value,  and  not  at  one-half  its  value,  as  is  the  practice  in  many 
other  States.  The  maximum  rate  of  taxation  is  limited  by  the  organic 
law  to  the  rate  now  imposed.  If  it  were  not  so  limited,  it  would  be 
injudicious  and  oppressive  to  impose  a  higher  rate. 

"  Under  the  scheme  of  adjustment  which  we  propose  there  is  a 
necessity  for  commencing  at  a  low  rate  of  interest.  There  are  now  in 
circulation  1,000,000  dol.  of  State  obligations,  made  by  law  receivable 
in  payment  of  taxes  and  all  other  public  dues.  These  obligations  must 
be  retired  before  the  State  can  pay  more  than  2  per  cent,  per  annum 
on  the  new  bonds.  They  are  the  currency  received  and  paid  out  by  the 
State,  but  we  hope  by  adopting  a  low  rate  of  interest,  as  we  propose, 
and  by  an  honest  and  economical  administration  of  the  State  Q-ovem- 
ment,  the  obligations  can  be  retired  by  the  Ist  July,  1881. 

"  Under  the  salutary  reforms  provided  in  the  new  constitution  the 
General  Assembly  can  create  no  new  debt  beyond  a  temporary  loan  of 
100,000  dol.,  and  we  are  confident  tho  amount  required  to  defray  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  State  will  be  materially  diminished.  We 
think,  therefore,  that  the  State  may  safely  promise  to  pay  3  per  cent, 
per  annum  for  five  years  after  1st  July,  1881.  By  that  time  the  pro- 
bable enhanced  value  of  property,  under  anticipated  recuperation,  will 
justify  a  further  increase  of  1  per  cent,  making  the  rate  4  per  cent,  per 
annum  ;  and  as  the  tendency  in  Europe  as  well  as  America  is  to  lower 
rates  of  interest,  a  good  security  bearing  4  per  cent,  interest  will  approxi- 
mate nar  in  both  countries. 

"  On  the  1st  day  of  July,  1896,  the  new  bonds  of  the  State  will 
commence  to  bear  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  they  will  then  be  equal 
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in  actual  value  to  the  bonds  of  Massachusetts,  or  any  other  State  of  the 
Union  bearing  the  same  rate  of  interest,  and  like  the  bonds  of  Massa- 
cbusetts  ought  to  command  a  premium. 

"The  commissioners  will  recommend  to  the  General  Assembly  no 
plan  of  adjustment  which  they  have  reason  to  believe  will  subject  the 
State  to  default  in  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  new  bonas;  and 
after  carefully  investigating  the  resources  and  liabilities  of  the  State  we 
are  satisfied  it  would  be  unwise  and  unsafe  to  promise  more  than  is 
embraced  in  our  propostion  as  herein  stated,  were  we  to  do  so,  the 
State  as  well  as  the  creditors  would  most  probably  be  injured  thereby. 

"  If  the  General  Assembly  should  ratify  the  scheme  of  settlement 
which  we  have  matured  and  now  submit  to  the  creditors,  notice  of  the 
time  when  the  new  bonds  will  be  ready  for  exchange  will  be  given  by 
publication  in  New  York  and  London. 

"  Should  we  be  favoured  with  the  co-operation  of  the  creditors  of 
the  State  in  our  efibrts  to  adjust  the  public  debt,  by  a  prompt  acceptance 
of  our  proposition,  we  hope  and  believe  the  General  Assembly  will 
approve  our  action  and  enact  such  laws  as  n^ay  be  necessary  to  carry 
into  effect  our  recommendations. 

**  An  early  response  is  respectfully  requested. 

"  Geo.  S.  Houston, 
"  Levi  W.  Lawlee, 
"  T.  B.  Bethea, 

"  Commissioners. 

'' Exhibit 'B: 

"  The  following  are  the  terms  of  a  proposed  settlement  by  way  of 
compromise,  arrived  at  after  prolonged  discussion  between  the  governor 
of  Alabama,  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  statute  of  the 
General  Assembler  of  Alabama  of  December  17th,  1874,  entitled  '  An 
act  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  liquidate  and  adjust  all 
claims  against  the  State  of  Alabama,  arising  from  bonds  issued  or 
endorsed  in  the  name  of  the  State,*  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Snagge,  the 
standing  counsel  of  the  corporation  of  foreign  bondholders,  acting 
under  instructions  from  the  council  of  the  corporation,  to  confer  with 
the  said  governor  and  commissioners.  The  settlement  by  way  of  com- 
promise, herein  referred  to,  is  in  respect  of — 

"  The  firat  mortgage  endorsed  bonds  of  the  Alabama  and  Chatta- 
nooga Eailro&d  Company  of  1869>  issued,  endorsed  and  disposed  of,  in 
pursuance  of,  and  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  certain  statutes  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  namely:  An  act 
approved  February  19, 1867,  entitled  '  An  act  to  establish  a  system  of 
internal  improvements  in  the  State  of  iUabama,*  and  an  act  approved 
September  22, 1868,  entitled  *  An  act  to  amend  the  law  to  establish  a 
system  of  internal  improvements  in  the  State  of  Alabama,'  and  an  act 
approved  September  17, 1868,  entitled  *  An  act  relating  to  the  Wills 
Valley  Railroad  Company,  and  the  North-east  and  South-west  Alabama 
Eailroad  Company.' 

"  With  respect  to  the  first  mortgage  endorsed  bonds  of  the  Alabama 
and  Chattanooga  Eailroad  Company  of  1869,  above  mentioned  and 
described,  the  governor  and  commissioners  are  willing  to  submit  the 
following  terms  of  settlement  to  the  legislature  for  ratification : — 

"1st.  The  amount  of  principal  and  overdue  interest  up  to  and 
including  the  half  year's  interest  due  on  January  1st,  1876,  to  be  added 
together,  and  the  gross  amount  so  ascertained  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
the  amount  of  indebtedness  to  be  dealt  with  under  this  head.    Inasmuch 
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as  a  portion  of  the  bonds  and  coupons,  or  of  the  bonds  or  coupons 
representing  the  indebtedness  herein  provided  for,  may  have  been  or 
may  hereafter  be  deposited  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  for  the 
Southern  District  of  Alabama,  in  payment  of  the  bid  at  a  judicial  sale 
of  said  raibroad  and  property  under  decree  of  said  court,  and  may  have 
been  or  may  hereafter  be  cancelled,  in  compliance  with  the  orders  of 
said  court,  and  it  may  not,  therefore,  be  possible  to  produce  them  for 
the  purpose  of  conversion  under  this  agreement,  it  is  agreed  that  the 
certificate  of  the  clerk  of  said  court,  duly  executed  under  the  seal 
thereof,  and  specifying  the  description,  numbers  and  amounts  of  such 
bonds  and  coupons,  or  boDds  or  coupons,  so  paid  in  and  cancelled,  and 
that  the  same  have  been  cancelled,  snail  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  for 
the  purpose  of  conversion  equivalent  to  the  production  of  the  actual 
bonds  or  coupons  so  cancelled  as  aforesaid. 

"2nd.  The  governor  and  the  State  of  Alabama  will  forthwith 
transfer  and  assign  to  the  holders  of  the  bonds  and  coupons,  or  to 
representatives  in  their  behalf,  all  rights,  powers,  title  and  liens  of 
every  description,  whether  existing  by  statute  or  otherwise,  and  pos- 
sessed by  the  State  or  governor,  in  respect  of  the  Alabama  and  Chatta- 
nooga tiailroad,  upon  the  property  embraced  in  the  mortgage  under 
which  the  bonds  were  issued ;  and  this  settlement  is  to  be  taken  as  an 
extinguishment  only  of  the  direct  liability  of  the  State  upon  said  bonds, 
but  shall  have  no  effect  upon,  or  in  extinguishment  of  any  lien  in 
favour  of  the  State  heretofore  in  any  manner  created  for  the  payment 
of  the  liability  assumed  by  the  State  upon  said  bonds,  but  such  lien 
shall  be  retained  and  kept  alive  solely  for  the  benefit  of  such  of  the 
first  mortgage  bondholders  as  may  become  purchasers  of  said  railroad 
under  the  decree  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  for  the  Southern 
District  of  Alabama,  of  the  23rd  day  of  January,  1874,  and  the  15th 
day  of  January,  1870,  as  against  all  persons  who  are  not  entitled  to 
participate  as  purchasers  in  the  benefits  of  said  first  mortgage,  and  the 
said  purchasers  shall  be  clothed  with  full  power  as  a  company  to  assert 
and  enforce  the  same,  as  the  State  might  at  any  time  have  done,  prior 
to  this  settlement. 

"  3rd.  An  amount  of  new  State  direct  bonds  bearing  interest  from 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1876,  shall  be  created  and  issued,  and  shall  be 
applied  in  retirement  of  the  bonds  and  coupons  forming  amount  of 
indebtedness  referred  to  in  paragraph  one  (1). 

"4th.  The  new  State  direct  bonds  so  to  be  issued  and  applied 
shall  become  duo  in  thirty  years  from  their  date,  and  shall  bear 
4  per  cent,  interest,  but  shall  be  retirable  at  maturity  at  the  option 
of  the  State,  by  the  issue  of  new  bonds  for  a  like  term  of  thirty  years, 
bearing  interest  at  5  per  cent.  The  full  amount  of  interest  at  4  pep 
cent,  is  not  to  begin  for  five  years  from  January  Ist,  1875.  The 
amount  of  interest  for  the  first  three  years,  commencing  January  1st, 
1876,  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent.,  and  for  the  fourth  and  fifth 
years  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent,  per  annum,  subject,  however,  to  the 
following  conditions :  The  State  of  Alabama  claims  that  certain  taxes 
are  due  and  unpaid  from  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Bailroad  Com- 
pany. It  is  agreed  that  the  claim  for  all  taxes  so  duo  and  unpaid  up  to 
the  beginning  of  the  present  fiscal  year  shall  be  remitted  by  the  State ; 
Provided,  That  the  interest  upon  the  said  bonds  for  the  fourth  and  fifth 
years,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1876,  be  reduced  from  3  per  cent.,  as 
provided  in  paragraph  4,  to  2  per  cent,  per  annum.  But  such  remission 
of  taxes  shall  be  for  the  benefit  only  of  the  bondholders  purchasing  and 
becoming  possessors  of  the  railroad  and  property  under  the  decrees  of 
said  court  as  aforesaid,  and  any  future  owners  of  the  said  railroad  and 
property  deriving  under  them. 
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*^  5th.  The  principal  and  interest  of  said  State  bonds  shall  be  payable 
in  lawful  money  of  the  United  States. 

"  6th.  The  bonds  and  coupons  shall  be  payable  in  the  city  of  New 
York. 

''  7th.  The  amount  of  the  new  State  bonds  to  be  issued  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  for  1,000,000  dol.  in  1,000  bonds  of  1,000  dol.  each. 

"  8th.  The  requirements  of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Alabama  of  the  11th  of  February,  1870,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the 
setting  aside  a  sinking  fund,  and  to  charges  for  passenger  and  freight 
traffic,  shall  be  repealed,  and  the  tariff  of  charges  for  passenger  and 
freight  traffic  upon  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Eailroad  shall  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  in  the  case  of  other  railroads  in  the  State : 
I^royided,  however,  that  such  portion  of  said  statute  as  directed  that  a 
sinking  fund  shall  be  set  aside,  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  repealed,  but 
shall  continue  in  force  until  the  judicial  sale  and  purchase  of  the  rail- 
road and  property  under  the  before  mentioned  decrees  of  the  United 
States  Court  for  the  Southern  District  of  Alabama  shall  haye  been 
acquired  by  the  purchasing  bondholders :  and  Provided  further,  that  if 
the  General  Assembly  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  give  to  any  railroad 
in  the  State  of  Alabama  the  right  to  increase  its  rate  of  chivrges  for 
passenger  or  freight  traffic,  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Eailroad 
Company,  or  its  successors,  shall  by  virtue  of  this  contract,  become  en« 
titlea  to  the  larger  rights  so  given. 

^Oth.  The  conversion  of  securities  shall  take  place  in  London  or 
New  York,  at  the  option  of  the  bondholders  desiring  to  convert  their 
bonds.  Such  conversion  as  shall  take  place  in  London  shall  be  carried 
on  under  the  joint  superintendence  of  an  agent  appointed  and  paid  by 
the  State  of  Alabama,  and  of  the  council  of  the  corporation  of  foreign 
bondholders. 

"  10th.  The  State  of  Alabama  shall  bear  the  expenses  of  printing 
and  preparing  for  conversion  the  new  bonds  to  be  created  and  bsued  as 
before  mentioned. 

**  In  witness  whereof  the  parties  herein  first  named  have  hereto  set 
their  bands  in  duplicate  at  Montgomery  this  22nd  day  of  January,  1876. 

"  Geo.  S.  Houston, 
"Levi  "W.  Lawleb, 
"T.  B.  Bbthba, 

"  Commissioners. 
"T.  W.  Snagge. 

"  In  presence  of 

"P.  Hamilton. 

"  Mchibit  *  C: 

"  The  following  are  the  terms  of  the  proposed  settlement  by  way  of 
compromise  in  respect  of  the  straight  gold  bonds  of  1870,  authorized  by 
the  Act  of  the  legislature  approved  February  11, 1870,  entitled  *  An 
Act  to  loan  the  credit  of  the  State  of  Alabama  to  the  Alabama  and 
Chattanooga  Bailwaj  Company  for  the  purpose  of  expediting  the  con- 
struction of  the  said  railroad  of  the  company  within  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama,' agreed  upon  between  the  present  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  acting  on  behalf  of  said  State,  under  authority  of  an  Act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama,  approved  March  20, 1875,  to  be 
found  on  page  119  of  the  printed  statutes  of  1874-5,  and  Mr.  T.  W. 
Snafi^ge,  acting  under  instructions  from  the  Council  of  Foreign  Bond- 
holders, on  behalf  of  the  holders  of  the  aforesaid  bonds,  and  of  the 
coupons  representing  interest  due  and  unpaid  thereon,  or  such  of  them 
as  may  accept  the  provisions  hereof. 

[419]  '2i, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MO  innTRD  STATES. 

"  Ist.  The  amount  of  principal  and  orer-dae  interest  up  to  and 
including  the  half-year's  interest  duo  on  January  1, 1876,  to  be  added 
together  and  the  gross  amount  so  ascertidned  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the 
amount  of  indebtedness  to  be  dealt  with  under  this  head. 

"2nd.  The  said  holders  of  the  said  bonds  and  coupons,  shall  from 
time  to  time  return  and  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  returned  and  delivered, 
to  the  State  of  Alabama  or.  to  the  Governor  of  said  State,  or  to  such 
agent  or  agents  as  the  Governor  may  appoint  for  that .  purpose,  the 
bonds  of  the  State  of  Alabama  heretofore  issued  by  said  State  under 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama  of  the  llth 
of  February,  1870,  before  mentioned,  and  of  which  issue  the  principal 
amounts  to  the  sum  of  2,000,000  dol.,  exclusive  of  coupons  due  thereon 
for  unpaid  interest. 

"  3rd.  In  consideration  thereof  and  in  full  extinguishment  of  all 
liability  and  debt  on  the  part  of  the  said  State  upon  said  bonds  and 
coupons,  the  State  of  Alabama  will  forthwith  assign  to  the  trustees 
hereinafter  mentioned,  the  bonds  issued  to  the  Governor  of  said  State 
in  exchange  for  said  bonds  issued  to  the  Governor  of  said  State  in 
exchange  for  said  bonds  of  the  State  of  Alabama  by  the  Alabama  and 
Chattanooga  Railroad  Company,  and  the  mortgage  executed  by  said 
railroad  company  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  dated  the  2nd  day  of  March, 
1870,  by  which  said  bonds  are  secured  as  required  by  the  said  Act  of 
the  llth  of  February,  1870,  in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
persons  who  are  the  holders  of  the  bonds  and  coupons  of  the  said  State, 
issued  under  the  provisions  of  said  Act,  and  who  shall  deliver  the  same 
as  provided  in  Clause  I  (1)  of  this  agreement ;  and  will,  also,  by  deed 
of  release,  assign  and  transfer  as  above  provided,  for  the  use  of  said 
bondholders  so  delivering  said  bonds,  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest 
which  said  State  of  Alabama  has  or  is  entitled  to  for  its  use  and  benefit 
in  and  to  the  lands  and  property  described  in  said  mortgage  executed 
by  said  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Hailroad  Company,  and  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  and  obtained  thereby  and  therefrom,  and  also  all  right, 
title,  estate,  and  interest  acquired  by  purchase  under  decree  of  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  States' at  Montgomery  for  the  Middle 
District  of  Alabama,  in  the  proceedings  in  the  matter  of  the  bank- 
ruptcy of  the  said  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  !Railroad  Company.  The 
mortgages,  if  any,  upon  the  telegraph  line  and  telegraph  offices, 
on  the  machine  shops  and  all  or  any  other  property  belonging  to  the 
Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Bailroad,  and  on  all  coal  mines,  and  uron  and 
mineral  lands,  and  iron  and  manufacturing  establishments,  in  the  said 
statute  of  the  llth  of  February,  1870,  reierred  to,  which  exist  or  may 
exist  in  favour  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  or  to  which  by  the  operation  of 
said  statute  the  State  of  Alabama  may  have  become  entitled,  shall  be 
and  are  also  hereby  released  and  assigned  to  said  trustees  in  trust  for 
the  benefit  of  the  holders  of  sucb  said  bonds  and  coupons,  as  may 
accept  the  provisions  hereof,  and  the  State  of  Alabama  hereby  releases 
and  surrenders  all  demands  upon  the  said  railroad,  except  as  herein 
otiierwise  provided  for. 

"  4th.  The  assignment  and  release  in  the  last  item  above  stipnlated, 
is  not  to  embrace  the  title  to  any  land  which  the  State  of  Alabama,  has 
acquired  as  a  naked  trustee  under  any  Act  of  Congress  for  tiie  eon- 
stniction  of  anv  railroad,  but  is  to  be  the  title  only  wnich  the  State  baa 
acquired  beneficially  for  itself,  or  for  its  indemnity  and  protection 
against  loss  by  reason  of  the  issue  by  the  State  of  the  bonds  for 
2,000,000  dol.,  mentioned  in  the  first  item  of  this  memorandum,  whetiiflr 
under  said  railroad  company  or  under  the  proceedingB,  salesi  and 
decrees  of  the  court  in  the  said  bankrupt  proceedings. 
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''  5th.  As  some  of  the  lands  intended  to  be  conreyed  by  said  mort- 
le  to  the  State  by  said  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Bail  road  Company 
__  within  the  conSicting  or  overlapping  limits  of  lands  granted  by 
similar  Acts  of  Congress  to  other  railroad  companies,  and  a  division  of 
said  lands  has  not  yet  been  effected,  but  they,  in  truth,  form  a  part  of 
the  security  which  the  State  holds  for  its  protection  in  respect  of  the 
bonds  mentioned  in  the  first  item  hereof,  the  said  Q-overnor  of  the 
State  will  advise  and  recommend  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  that  the  title  to  such  lands  as  may  hereafter  be  divided  and 
assigned  for  the  benefit  of  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Bailroad 
Company,  be  also  conveyed  as  is  herein  provided  in  the  second  item  of 
this  memorandum,  the  same  being  in  equity  and  justice  a  part  of  the 
•consideration  which  the  said  State  should  yield  tor  the  relief  of  the 
liability  of  said  State  upon  its  said  2,000,000  of  bonds. 

"6th.  The  said  trustees  shall  have  the  power  to  sue  for,  collect, 
recover,  receive,  and  apply  for  the  benefic  of  said  holders  of  bonds  ana 
coupons,  as  hereinafter  provided,  for  all  the  money  yet  unpaid  by  pur- 
chasers from  said  railroad  company,  for  and  in  respect  of  portions  or 
parts  of  said  lands  which  have  been,  or  purport  to  have  been,  sold  by 
said  railroad  compauy  under  the  authority  reserved  to  it  by  the  Act  of 
February  11,  1870 ;  and  said  trustees  shall  have  further  power  to  sue 
for,  recover,  and  collect  of  and  from  any  person,  persons,  or  corpora- 
tions any  and  all  sums  of  money  received  by  them  or  remaining  in  their 
hands,  and  arising  from  any  sales  heretofore  made  of  any  portion  of  - 
said  lands,  and  which  amounts  should  have  been,  but  have  not  been, 
accounted  for  and  paid  to  the  treasury  of  the  State  under  the  said  Act 
of  11th  February,  1870. 

"7th.  The  State  of  Alabama  hereby  agrees  to  release  and  sur- 
render all  and  every  lien,  charge,  and  incumbrance  existing  in  favour 
of  said  State  upon  said  lands,  to  secure  the  repayment  of  interest 
already  paid  by  the  State  upon  said  lauds.  The  amount  of  such  in- 
terest, so  paid  by  the  State,  shall,  however,  from  time  to  time,  be 
discharged  by  a  payment  by  the  said  trustees  to  the  treasurer  of  said 
State,  of  10  per  cent,  upon  the  net  proceeds  of  such  safes  of  said  lands 
as  shall  be  made  by  the  trustees  under  this  contract,  or  upon  the  net 
selling  value  of  such  of  said  lands  as  any  of  the  beneficiaries  under  thia 
■  contract  may  themselves  acquire  title  to  and  from  said  trustees,  until 
the  whole  amount  of  interest  so  paid  is  discharged ;  and  no  further 
-  or  other  claim  for  repayment  of  said  amount  shall  be  made  by  said 
State. 

"  8th.  It  is  further  agreed  that  the  Governor  will  recommend  that 
the  lands  hereby  proposed  to  be  conveyed  by  the  State  of  Alabama,  for 
the  purposes  hereof,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  for  a  period  of  not 
less  than  eight  years  from  the  date  of  the  conveyance  thereof  to  the 
trustees  hereinafter  mentioned.  But  when  any  of  said  lands  shall  be 
sold  or  disposed  of  by  said  trustees  to  other  parties,  they  shall  be  and 
become  suoject  to  taxation  as  other  lands  in  the  State,  or  as  the  legis- 
lature may  direct. 

"  9th.  If  the  bondholders  acquiring  the  lands  under  this  agreement, 
-or  their  trustees,  shall  seek  to  set  aside  any  sales  of  lands  already 
efibcted^(or  purporting  to  have  been  effected),  the  State  will  afford 
facility  to  enable  them  to  do  so  by  permitting  the  suit  to  be  brought  in 
the  name  of  the  Statdy  or  otherwise,  upon  a  proper  indemnity  for  costs 
being  given. 

MOth.  Such  provisions  of  the  statute  of  the  General  Assembly  ot 
.AlAbam2(  of  the  llth  of  February,  1870,  as  direct  that  a  sinking  fund 

2  o  2^ 
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shall  be  set  apart  by  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Eailwaj  Company 
to  secure  the  State  of  Alabama  in  respect  of  bonds  issued  under  that 
Act,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  in  force  for  the  benefit  of  the  bond- 
holders accepting  this  agreement,  such  provisions,  however,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  renealed  so  soon  as  the  road  and  property  of  said  railroad 
company  shall  nave  been  purchased  and  actual  possession  thereof 
obtained  by  the  holders  of  the  first  mortgage  endorsed  bonds  of  said 
company  under  the  decrees  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  before 
mentioned. 

"  11th.  The  Gbvemor  will  recommend  that  such  provisions  of  any 
statute  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama  as  confer  upon  the  present 
Governor  the  power  of  dealing,  in  respect  of  said  lands,  shall  be  so 
notified  as  to  confer  a  like  power  upon  his  successors. 

"12th.  For  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  settlement 
herein  made,  it  is  agreed  that  the  lands  hereby  intended  to  be  applied 
for  the  benefit  of  said  bondholders,  as  well  as  all  interest  held  or 
acquired  by  the  State  of  Albama  therein,  and  all  rights  hereby  intended 
to  be  released  and  assigned  in  or  to  said  lands  shall  be  conveyed  to, 
and  held  by  two  trustees,  one  of  whom  shall  be  nominated  and  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  or  Genend  Assembly  of  Alabama,  and  the 
other  by  a  majority  in  number  and  value  of  such  of  the  holders  of  said 
bonds  and  coupons  as  shall  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  Maj,  1876,  or 
at  the  time  of  the  occurrence  of  such  vacancy,  have  come  in  and  ex- 
changed their  bonds  under  this  agreement ;  and  such  trustees  shall  have 
power,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  sell  such  portions  of  said  lands  as 
they  may  find  expedient  in  order  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  this 
trust,  in  the  manner  most  beneficial  to  the  bondholders  accepting  this 
contract,  and  to  dispose  of,  convey,  and  make  title  to  the  same  in- 
dividuals, or  to  foreign  or  native  corporations  until  the  whole  of  said 
lands  shall  be  sold ;  and  said  trustees,  after  deducting  from  the  net 
proceeds  of  said  sales  the  amount  of  10  per  cent,  before  mentioned,  a^d 
for  the  purpose  before  mentioned,  shall  distribute  and  apply  the  re- 
mainder of  tne  proceeds  of  said  sales  from  time  to  time  among  such 
bondholders  as  shall  have  surrendered  their  bonds,  so  that  each  bond 
shall  receive  its  proportionate  share  of  said  proceeds ;  and  said  trustees 
shall  retain  a  share  of  such  proceeds  proportionate  to  the  amount  of 
such  bonds  as  shall  not  then  have  been  surrendered  until  thev  are 
presented  and  surrendered,  provided  that  the  said  trust  shaU  be  closed 
at  the  end  of  ten  years  from  the  Ist  day  of  May,  1876,  after  which  time 
all  bonds  outstanding  and  not  surrendered  shall  be  barred  and  shall 
become  disentitled  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  this  agreement,  and 
shall  have  no  further  claim  against  the  State ;  and  any  proceeds  of  sales 
which  shall  then  be  in  the  nands  of  the  trustees  shall  be  distributed 
pro  rdta  among  the  holders  of  bonds  who  shall  have  surrendered  their 
Donds;  and  any  lands  then  remaining  unsold  in  the  hands  of  said 
trustees  shall  thenceforward  be  held  by  them  in  trust  solely  for  the  sole 
benefit  of  such  holders  of  said  bonds  and  coupons  as  shall  have  come  in 
and  surrendered  their  bonds  under  this  agreement. 

*'  18th.  The  e^enses  of  carrying  out  the  trust  herein  mentioned 
shall  be  borne  ratably  by  the  beneficiaries  under  this  agreement.  The 
said  trustees  shall ,  receive  compensation  Tor  their  services  by  such 
amount  of  commission  upon  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  said  lands  as  the 
majority  in  number  and  value  of  said  bondholders  who  shall  have  sur- 
rendered their  bonds  shall  determine,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
trustees  tippointed  under  this  agreement  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
holders  of  said  bonds  to  the  provisions  of  this  contract  and  compromise 
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by  adyertisements  inserted  at  least  four  times  in eachyear  in  the  London 
Time9  newspaper,  and  one  daily  newspaper  in  New  xork. 

*'  In  witness  whereof  the  parties  herein  first  named  haye  hereunto 
set  their  hands  in  duplicate  at  Montgomery,  this  22nd  day  of  January, 
1876. 

"Geo.  S.  HousTOir, 
"  As  Qoyemor  of  Alabama. 
"  T.  W.  SisrAGGB." 

Mobile,  January,  1876. 
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NEW  OELBANS. 

Bepori  If]/  Oonni  de  JBbnblanque  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Neup 
Orleans  for  the  Tear  1875. 

On  a  prerioua  occasion  I  wrote,  ^'  The  season  at  which  these  i*eport8 
have  to  be  rendered  is  not  a  faTourable  one  for  New  Orleans.  Decem- 
ber is,  80  to  speak,  the  midsainmer  of  its  trade,  of  which  a  complete^ 
record  cannot  be  obtained  until  the  following  June  or  July.*'  Thua 
the  statistics  of  the  crops  of  1874-5  have  long  since  been  pablished^ 
whilst  those  of  1875-6  are  not  yet  calculated.  Under  these  circum- 
stances,  instead  of  reproducing  statistics  already  well  known  or 
indulging  in  guess-work,  which  a  change  of  weather  may  falsify,  J. 
yenture  to  take  a  subject  which  has  not  been  treated  in  price  currents 
and  annual  statements  already  in  the  hands  of  the  mercantile  com- 
munity— a  subject  of  vital  importance  to  this  city  and  district — the 
physical  condition  of  its  port. 

In  my  report  for  1873*  after  describing  the  usual  state  of  the  bar& 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  notwithstanding  the  annual  expendi- 
ture of  350,000  dol.  for  dredging;,  I  mentioned  that  a  scheme  had  been, 
formed  for  "flanking"  them  by  cutting  a  canal  near  Fort  St.  Philip 
into  Breton  Island  Sound.  This  has  been  abandoned,  and  the  desired 
result  is  now  sought  to  be  obtained  by  throwing  out  jetties  similar  to^ 
those  by  which  the  Sulina  mouth  of  the  Danube  was  opened.  A  rough 
map  of  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi  may  be  made  by  placing  the  open, 
hand,  palm  downwards,  upon  a  sheet  of  paper,  the  fingers  separated  as 
widely  as  possible,  and  marking  round  them  with  a  pencil,  leaving  the 
ends  of  each  op®°*  ^^®  *"^  represents  the  river,  the  paper  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  The  lines  formed  by  the  thumb  represent  the  Pass  a 
1' Outre,  those  by  the  first  finger  the  north-east  pass,  those  by  the 
middle  finger  the  south-east  pass,  those  by  the  third  finger  the  south 
pass,  and  those  by  the  little  finger  the  south-west  pass*  There 
are  other  and  brancn  outlets  which  need  not  be  considered.  The  passes 
most  used  are  the  Pass  a  TOutre,  and  the  south-west  pass.  The  south 
pass  is  almost  in  the  direct  line  of  the  river's  course.  The  spaces 
marked  off  in  my  imarinary  map  by  the  lines  between  each  finger  and 
its  neighbour  are  banks  formed,  inch  by  inch,  by  nature.  The  stream 
of  the  Father  of  Waters,  losing  its  force  as  it  widens  into  the  gulf^ 
deposits  there  the  matter  which  a  quicker  current  has  carried  down 
with  it ;  but  whenever  it  is  confined  it  gathers  strength  and  clears  a 
way  through  the  shallows,  and  as  this  strength  is  always  greater  in  the 
middle  than  at  the  sides,  the  banks  are  gradually  prolonged.  When- 
ever they  cease,  and  the  scour  is  consequently  lost,  there  is  found  the 
shallowest  water.  The  plan  adopted  by  Captain  Bads  and  now  in 
operation  is  to  It  Hot  the  course  of  nature  (only  working  more  quickly 
than  she  does),  prolong  her  banks  by  artificial  jetties  uutil  deep  water 
is  reached,  and  a  sutficient  current  obtained  to  keep  up  a  scour  that 
will  carry  on  the  floating  mud  till  it  meets  a  littoral  current  which  will 
take  it  out  of  the  way. 

Of  this  plan  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  being  carried  out  a  com- 
mission of  engineers,  of  which  Sir  Charles  Hartley  was  a  member,  has 
reported  as  follows : — "  After  having  devoted  three  days  to  examining 
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tiie  works  in  progresB,  and  in  conference  with  Mr.  Eads  and  hi 8 
engineers,  tbe  commission  presents  the  following  general  summary  of 
itm  yiews.  Upon  personal  examination  of  the  locality  and  observation 
of  the  work  which  has  been  performed,  the  south  pass  of  the  Missis« 
sippi  is  found  by  the  commisaion  to  more  than  fulfil  the  expectation  of 
its  members  in  regard  to  its  fitness  for  furnishing  an  open  mouth  of 
ample  depth  for  the  largest  dass  of  sea-going  vesseU  to  the  Mississippi 
Siver  by  means  of  jetties.  It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  state  posi- 
tively, after  four  months  of  actual  operations,  that  the  work  of  pile- 
driving,  extending  from  the  east  land's  end  to  twenty-six  feet  depth 
beyond  the  bar  crest,  along  a  line  two  and  a  quarter  miles  in  len^^th, 
covering  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  eastern  jetty,  and  an  examina- 
tion of  the  texture  of  the  bar  and  of  the  shoals  on  which  the  works  are 
to  rest,  furnish  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  of  a  bottom  material  not 
only  adequate  to  bear  all  the  necessary  works,  but  even  to  suggest  that 
but  for  motives  of  economy  (quarries  being  far  distant)  the  jetties,  as 
at  the  Sulina  mouth  of  the  Danube,  might  bo  made  wholly  of  stone. 
In  fact,  the  execution  of  the  works  is  far  less  difficult  than  that  of 
several  successful  works  of  the  kind  on  European  shores,  known  to  and 
examined  by  the  members  of  the  commission.  The  south  pass  is  the 
middle  one  of  three  great  passes,  into  which  the  river,  after  having  for 
many  hundred  miles  rolled  in  a  single  channel,  divides  a  few  miles 
before  it  finally  discharges  its  waters  into  tbe  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  is 
but  twelve  miles  long,  bein^  the  shortest  of  the  passes.  Prom  its 
point  of  division  it  carries  its  waters  in  a  channel  everywhere  five 
mtiioms  or  more  in  depth,  with  a  straightness  of  course  and  a  uniformity 
of  section  and  depth  such  as  almost  to  suggest  to  the  voyager  that  he 
is  navigating  a  canal  of  unparalleled  dimensions,  of  a  width  averaging 
700  feet,  sufficient  for  the  convenient  transit  of  the  largest  sea-going 
ships  and  of  the  congeries  of  vessels  which  constitute  a  tow  for  the 
powerful  tug-boats  in  use.  No  sharp  bend,  no  shoal,  no  reef  embarrasses 
its  navigation.  At  the  origin,  the  head  of  the  passes,  a  shoal,  indeed, 
lies  in  advance  of  its  entrance.  This  shoal  has,  however,  a  natural 
depth  equal  to  that  over  the  bar  at  south-west  pass,  and  the  commis- 
sion anticipates  no  serious  difficulty  in  effecting  over  it  the  required 
deptL  From  this  point  the  adequacy  of  depth  continues  unbroken 
fi)r  ten  miles,  till  tlie  seaward  extremities  oi  the  land  margins  (the 
natural  jetties  which  thus  far  maintain  it)  are  reached.  Here  released 
from  confinement,  the  current  diffuses  itself,  the  depth  diminishes  until 
at  two  miles  further  (about)  the  bar,  having  but  seven  feet  depth,  is 
reached,  beyond  which,  seaward,  depths  of  six,  twelve,  twenty-four,  and 
more  fathoms  are  found  in  quick  succession.  The  specific  engineering 
work  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  committed  to 
Hr.  fiads  is  by  the  well-known  method  of  jetties  (or  otherwise^  caJled 
'parallel  piers,'  to  supply  artificially  throughout  this  two  miles  from 
Ine  land's  ends  to  the  outer  slope  of  the  bar  the  confining  barriers 
which  shall  prolong  to  the  sea  the  uniformity  of  section  and  depth 
wliich  the  natural  barriers  for  the  preceding  ten  miles  have  secured. 
The  commission  considers  the  nresent  an  opportune  moment  to  record 
its  opinion.  Pirst,  that  the  ^ysical  characteristics  of  the  delta  and 
bars  of  the  Mississippi  and  I)anube  are  similar  in  many  important 
zespects;  and  seconuy,  that  owing  to  the  greater  sea  depth  imme- 
diately beyond  the  crest  of  its  bar,  to  the  existence  of  tide-water,  to  che 
apparent  sreater  abrading  forces  along  the  coast,  and  to  the  extreme 
fineness  of  the  sand  of  which  the  bar  is  composed,  the  mouth  of  the 
south  pass  of  the  Mississippi  is  more  susceptible  of  successful  impfove- 
m«nt,  notwitiistanding  the  greater  turpidity  of  its  fluvial  current  than 
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was  the  Sulina  mouth  of  the  Danube,  when,  in  1858,  the  constructioii 
of  the  parallel  piers  was  commenced,  which  secured  to  the  navigation 
of  that  river  a  depth  of  seventeen  and  a-half  feet  in  1801,  and  of  twenty 
and  a-half  feet  at  the  present  time,  or  five  feet  more  than  the  worm 
were  originally  designed  to  obtain,  and  this  at  the  mouth  of  a  riveic- 
arm  discharging  less  than  one-third  of  the  volume  of  water  discharged 
by  the  south  pass.  "We  now  turn  to  the  works  actually  at  this  time 
executed  by  the  grantee,  Mr.  James  B.  Eads^  under  the  Act  of  Congress 
authorizing  him  to  improve  the  south  pass  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
and  we  find  that  they  have  been  laid  out  and  thus  far  carriea  on  sub- 
stantially in  accordance  with  the  plans  submitted  to  and  approved  by 
this  commission  at  the  time  of  theur  session  in  September  last. 

"  Considering  that  only  the  short  period  of  five  months  has  elapsed 
since  the  beginning  of  operations  at  the  south  pass,  we  are  struck  with 
the  amount  of  work  which  has  been  accomplished ;  and  although  much 
that  has  been  done  is  provisional,  to  be  supplemented  by  other  work, 
it  is  all  necessary  and  conducive  to  the  end  in  view,  which  is  perma- 
nently to  confine  the  flow  within  the  space  of  1,000  feet  between  the 
crests  of  the  jetties. 

"  "We  find  from  the  records  of  the  pile  driving,  and  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  piles  have  thus  far  withstood  the  action  of  the 
waves  and  currents,  that  the  material  of  the  bar  is  even  more  solid 
than  we  had  ventured  to  anticipate  it  would  be.  As  we  have  already 
remarked,  we  do  not  entertain  any  doubt  as  to  the  efficiency  and  perma- 
nency of  the  jetties  when  they  shall  have  been  completed  upon  the 
location  and  plans  heretofore  approved  by  this  commission.  If  the 
arrangements  made  by  the  contractors  (Messrs.  James  Andrews  and 
Company)  for  the  early  delivery  of  additional  large  quantities  of  stone 
for  weighting  the  mattresses,  and  for  the  protecnon  of  the  jetties 
against  the  action  of  the  sea,  are  successfully  executed,  we  see  no 
reason  for  doubting  the  realization  of  definite  and  pHermanent  good 
results  at  an  early  date.  It  is  hardly  within  our  province,  if  it  were 
even  in  our  power,  to  offer  any  specific  opinion  respecting  the  period 
when  a  given  depth  across  the  bar  may  oe  reliably  calculated  upon, 
since  so  much  necessarily  depends  upon  the  character  of  the  season, 
the  stage  of  water  in  the  river,  and  the  vigour  with  which  the  works 
are  prosecuted;  but  judging  from  the  amount  and  character  of  the 
work  already  accomplished  in  advance  of  the  date  at  which  Congress 
required  it  to  begin,  we  are  very  favourably  impressed,  believing  that 
there  is  a  prospect  of  early  and  complete  success. 

"  The  Unes  of  the  jetties  are  now  distinctly  marked  out  by  the  rows 
of  piles  extending  seaward  on  the  east  side  beyond  the  crest  of  the  bar 
into  26  feet  of  water,  and  on  the  west  side  to  about  20  feet  depth, 
indicating  the  extent  and  shape  of  the  new  entrance." 

The  Mississippi  Biver  at  New  Orleans  is  about  as  wide  as  the 
Mersey  at  Liverpool.  There  is  no  tide,  but  when  the  snow  and  ice 
of  the  north-west  melt,  the  water  rises  some  3  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  adjacent  streets,  and  is  kept  from  overflow  by  artificial  banks  called 
levees.  On  the  river  face  of  these  levees  are  built  the  wharves  at  which 
ships  discliarge  and  load,  and  on  the  land  side  is  the  road  along  which 
all  sorts  of  merchandize,  whether  imports  or  exports,  have  to  pass. 
From  the  fir-st  to  the  last  wharf  at  which  sea-going  ships  find  a  berth 
on  the  New  Orleans  side  is  a  distance  of  7  miles.  On  the  opposite  . 
side  (Algiers)  are  the  floating  docks,  and  a  few  wharves  where  railway 
iron  is  discharged,  and  cotton-seed  oil  and  cake  loaded.  The  business 
on  this  bank  is  insignificant. 

Eespecting  the  levees  and  their  maintenance,  I  beg  to  quote  from 
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the  message  of  the  Governor  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  dated  January  3rd,  1876,  as  follows :—"  Act  No.  4  of  1871 
transferred  the  absolute  control  of  the  construction  of  all  the  levees  of 
the  State  for  twenty-one  years  to  a  company  therein  incorporated, 
known  as  the  Louisiana  Levee  Company^.  All  the  powers  of  the  State 
or  parishes  over  the  levees  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  were  vested  in  this 
company.  They  were  required  to  construct  a  *  system  of  levees,'  build- 
ing not  less  than  3,000,000  cubic  yards  a  year,  to  the  amount  of 
15,000,000  yards,  at  points  to  be  designated,  and  upon  estimates 
to  be  prepared  by  a  board  of  commissioners  for  whose  appointment 
provision  was  made,  and  were  to  receive  yearly  for  twenty-one  years 
10  ppr  cent,  of  the  aggregate  amount  which  the  estimate  thus  made 
would  call  for.  A  tax  of  2  mills  cii  the  dollar  was  provided  to  meet 
immediate  exigencies.  No  serious  attempt  appears  to  have  been  made 
to  carry  into  effect  the  spirit  of  this  enactment.  The  Levee  Company 
have  inaugurated  no  '  system  of  levees.'  They  have  from  time  to  time 
built  isolated  levees  and  repaired  or  patched  up  others,  and  they  have 
received  the  proceeds  of  the  2-mill  construction  tax,  which  was  only 
designed  to  be  paid  until  such  time  as  an  estimate  of  the  contemplated 
*  system  of  levees  *  could  annually  be  made.  They  have  in  no  one  year 
built  the  3,000,000  cubic  yards  which  they  were  required  annually  to 
construct.  The  same  Act  which  incorporated  the  company  and  con- 
ferred upon  them  these  powers  of  constructing  levees,  also  made  it 
their  duty  to  maintain  and  keep  in  repair  the  levees  built  by  them,  and 
rendered  them  responsible  in  damages  for  failure  to  do  so.  In  com- 
pensation for  this  obligation  they  were  to  receive  the  proceeds  of  a 
further  tax  of  2  mills  on  the  assessed  value  of  all  the  property  in  the 
State.  The  Levee  Company  thus  became  virtually  the  msurers  of  the 
levees.  In  1873  an  Act  was  |)assed  by  the  Legislature  releasing  the 
company  from  all  insurance  liabilities  on  condition  that  they  would 
relieve  the  tax-payers  of  1  mill  of  the  2  mills  levied  for  repair  and 
insurance.  When  this  Act  was  presented  for  approval  it  seemed  to  me 
that  the  direct  benefits  which  the  tax-payers  generally  would  derive 
from  a  remission  of  1  mill  taxation  were  so  much  greater  than  the 
possible  advantages  which  riparian  owners  could  expect  to  receive  from 
the  insurance  of  their  levees  by  a  company  who  had  not  even  suflRcient 
assets  to  meet  their  current  liabilities,  that  I  gave  the  Bill  my  approval. 
The  terms  of  this  amendatory  Act,  however,  suggest  grave  legal  ques- 
tions as  to  the  existence  of  any  valid  contract  between  the  State  and 
the  company.  There  is  no  specific  work  contracted  for.  The  company 
become  simply  the  agents  of  the  State  to  let  out  certain  levee  work,  for 
which  they  are  to  receive  a  compensation  of  50  c.  per  cubic  yard.  They 
are  required  to  do  no  specific  act  unless  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Com- 
missioners, two  out  of  three  of  whom  are  appointed  and  paid  by  the 
State." 

The  wharves,  which  are  dotted  here  and  there  irregularly  along  the 
levee,  used  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  city,  but  were  recently 
farmed  by  it  to  a  company,  on  the  ground  that  the  dues  paid  for  their 
use  were  not  suflScient  to  keep  them  in  repair.  In  the  city  budget  for 
1876  I  find  under  the  head  of  expenditure,  "  Wharves  and  landings, 
7,800  dol.;"  and  under  that  of  income,  "Wharves  and  landings, 
30,000  dol."  Upon  paper,  therefore,  the  city  appears  to  be  making 
over  22,000  dol.  a  year  by  its  bargain.  How  it  will  stand  when  the 
company  rive  up  their  charge  and  the  wharves  are  surveyed  is  another 
matter.  I  know  that  one  wharf  which  the  city  surveyor  condemned 
as  too  far  gone  for  repair,  has  been  patched  up,  not  too  securely,  by  the 
company. 
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The  roadway  along  the  le?ee  is  also  under  the  charge  of  the  city; 
but  the  city  is  insolvent,  and  inTites  those  who  use  the  wharves  to 
repair  the  ways  of  access  to  them.  The  levees  alon^  the  city  front  are 
just  safe,  una  no  more.  The  wharves  are  so  constituted  that  a  cart 
may  not  be  driven  over  them,  or  a  bale  of  cotton  placed  end  up  upom 
them,  lest  they  should  suffer.  The  road  in  wet  weath^  is  simply  a 
Slough  of  Despond. 

Two  private  firmsi  which  run  steamers  regularly  to  New  York  and 
trains  to  Texas,  have  steam  cranes  on  their  wharves  ;  but  with  ihBae 
exceptions  the  means  provided  at  this  present  writing  by  the  port  of 
Kew  Orleans  for  the  discharge  and  loading  of  ships,  are  the  same  that 
existed  in  the  commencement  of  the  century.  The  ffoods  are  rolled  up 
to  the  ship,  or  rolled  down  from  her,  by  manual  labour,  and  carted  to 
and  fro  in  drays.  Theire  are  no  tramways  for  goods  along  wharves  or 
levees,  no  shelter  upon  either  for  merchandize  in  course  of  lading 
or  discharge,  no  warehouses,  no  winches,  cranes,  or  labour-saving 
appliances  whatever. 

And  this  with  labour  at  d  doL  a  day,  aud  repeated  strikes  for 
higher  wages!  An  English  firm  of  ship  agents  (Pim,  Forwood,  and 
Company)  offered  to  build  sheds  at  their  own  expense  over  the  wharf 
assigned  to  their  steamers,  and  pay  the  city  rent  for  them  after  tea 
years ;  but  the  proposal  was  rejected.  In  the  month  of  November  last 
two  of  our  steamers  were  detained  a  fortnight  on  account  of  the  state 
of  the  road.  Their  cotton  was  all  ready,  but  could  not  be  "  dumped  " 
in  the  mud.  After  this,  two  or  three  ship  brokers  subscribed  and  filled 
up  some  of  the  worst  holes  with  oyster  shells. 

A  commercial  authority  writing  upon  freights,  concludes  **  there  is 
however,  a  brighter  future  ahead,  when,  with  more  ample  depth  of  wafaer 
at  the  passes,  reduced  rates  of  towage  in  consequmice  of  the  tugs 
suffering  few  casualties,  and  running  at  less  expense,  and  a  steady  and 
ample  supply  of  cereal  and  other  western  producta,  together  with  an 
enlarged  import  trade  on  western  as^  well  as  southern  accounts,  onr 
port  will  afford  a  much  wider  scope  to  the  shipping  interest,  aud  fuioiBk 
remunerative  employment  to  more  numerous  neets." 

I  am  afraid  that  opening  the  mouth  of  the  river  will  be  little  short 
of  a  misfortune  to  New  Orleans,  unless  her  port  be  improved  and  its 
charges  reduced. 

Ihwage  is  assessed  as  follows  : — 

Up  TowAoa 

DoL  c. 

TeissLi  drawing  17  feet  or  less 0    95  per  torn. 

»  18         „  1    00       „ 

Over  18  feet^  50  doL  for  every  additiwal  8  inches  dxaft. 

Dowv  TowAoa 

Oente. 

Yesieli  drawing  17  feet  or  lew        25  per  ioa. 

)f  18         ,,  •  •  1 1         •  •     45       „ 

Over  18  feet,  50  dol.  for  every  additional  8  inches  draft.  Sol^eet  to  a  dednoftiea 
of  10  c.  per  ton  on  the  down  towage  of  all  venels  over  150  tona,  proTided  tbe 
«» tewM»  is  paid  within  ten  daya,  and  the  vesseli  are  towed  down  by  ^  Aaneiated 
l3ni«fTowBoati. 

Fob  usi  of  Hawsds. 

DoUtn. 

Yeaaela  of  1,000  tons  and  upwards 25  per  tide. 

„      from  500  to  1,000  tons        20       „ 

„      under  500  tons         15       ,, 
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YtaasM  OF  150  Tom  amd  ithdib,  ibok  Bab  to  Crrr. 

Dollan. 

y«Mlt^MioiMa&diiiidMr40        75 

„        40  „  60        80 

„        50  „  60        85 

n        50  ^  70         90 

„        70  „  80         100 

„      80         „         90      no 

^  90  „  100  120 

,,  100  „  110  ..        180 

^  110  „  120  185 

„  120  „  180  140 

„  180  „  140  145 

H  140  „  150  150 

From  below  Fori  JaokiOD,  foil  rates.   Above  Fort  Jackaon,  three*qaarter  rates. 
Fnm  English  Tom,  quarter  rate. 

Fbok  Cut  to  Sia. 

Dollars. 

YeiMils  of  100  toits  And  under  110 40 

„        110  „  120 50 

„        120  „  180 65 

180  „  160 60 

Whai;fage  is  charged  on  steamers  and  BailiDg;  ships  alike  at  25  c.~a 
ton  up  to  1,000  tons,  and  15  c.  for  every  additional  ton.  One  third 
additional  it  charaed  after  two  months  mooring. 

Dry  Dock, — The  rates  of  dockage  agreed  upon  by  the  four  associated 
docks,  and  the  rules  they  adopt  are  as  follows : — 
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Veaaeli  of— 

Entrance. 

Demurrage. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

60  tons 

64 

8 

60  tons  And  under  75  .  < 

68 

10 

76     „     100  . 

72 

12 

100     ,,     126   . 

80 

16 

126     „     160   . 

86 

18 

150     „     176   . 

98 

20 

176     „     200   . 

100 

22 

200     „     226   . 

108 

26 

226     „     260   . 

116 

27 

250     „     276   . 

182 

81 

276     „     800   . 

150 

86 

800     „     826   . 

162 

88 

826     „           860   . 

176 

40 

360     „     876   . 

187 

42 

876     „     400   . 

200 

46 

400     „     426   . 

212 

47 

426     „     460   . 

226 

60 

460     „     476   . 

287 

62 

475     „     600   . 

260 

56 

500     „           626   . 

262 

57 

626     »           660   . 

276 

60 

660     ^     676   . 

287 

62 

676     „     600   . 

800 

65 

600     „     626   . 

812 

67 

626     „     660   . 

826 

70 

660     „     676   , 

887 

72 

676     „     700   . 

860 

76 

700     „     726   . 

862 

77 

726     „     760  . 

876 

80 

760     „     776   . 

887 

82 

776     ^     800   . 

400 

86 

800     „           826   . 

412 

87 

826     „     860   . 

426 

90 

860     „     876   , 

487 

92 

876     „     900   . 

450 

95 

900     ^     926   . 

462 

97 

926     „           950   . 

476 

100 

960     „     976   • 

487 

102 

976     „    1,000   . 

600 

106 

1,000     „    1,025   . 

612 

107 

1,026     „    1,060   . 

626 

110 

1,060     „    1,075   . 

687 

112 

1,076     „    1,100   . 

660 

116 

1,100     „    1,126   . 

662 

117 

1,126     „    1,150   . 

675 

120 

1,150     „    1,175   . 

687 

122 

1,175     „    1,200   . 

600 

126 

1,200     „         1,225   . 

612 

127 

1,225     „    1,260   . 

626 

180 

1,250     „    1,276   . 

687 

182 

1,276     „    1,800   . 

650 

186 

1,800     „    1,826   , 

662 

187 

1,826     „    1,850   . 

675 

140 

1,850     „    1,375   . 

687 

142 

1,876     „    1,400   . 

700 

146 

1,400     „    1,426   . 

712 

147 

1,425     „    1,460   . 

726 

160 

1,460     „    1,475   . 

787 

162 

1,476     „    1,500   . 

760 

156 

1,600     „    1,626   ,, 

762 

167 
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Steamers  of^ 

Entrance. 

Demurrage. 

Dflilars. 

Dollars. 

50  tons 

70 

10 

50  tons  and  ander  75  . 

76 

12 

75     „     100   . 

80 

14 

100     „     126   . 

95 

17 

126     „     150   . 

110 

19 

150     „     176   . 

124 

22 

175     „     200   . 

188 

26 

200     „     225   . 

152 

27 

226     „     250   . 

166 

80 

250     „     276   . 

187 

SS 

276     „     800   . 

210 

87 

800     „            825   . 

220 

40 

826     „     860   . 

228 

42 

850     „     875   . 

286 

46 

875     „     400   . 

246 

47 

400     „     425   . 

256 

60 

425     „            450   . 

276 

62 

450     „     475   . 

297 

65 

476     „     600   . 

812 

CT 

600     „     525   . 

826 

60 

626     „            550   . 

848 

62 

650     „     575   . 

856 

66 

575     „     600   . 

876 

67 

600     ,,     626   . 

890 

70 

626     „     660   . 

406 

72 

650     „     675   . 

421 

76 

675     „     700   . 

487 

77 

700     „     725   . 

458 

80 

725     „     750   . 

488 

82 

750     „     776   . 

488 

86 

776     „           800   . 

500 

87 

800     „           825   . 

616 

90 

826     „     850   . 

581 

92 

850     „     876   . 

646 

95 

876     „           900   . 

662 

97 

900     „           926   . 

678 

100 

926     ,,     950   . 

694 

102 

950     „     976   . 

609 

106 

976     ^    1,000   . 

626 

107 

1,000     „    1,026   . 

640 

110 

1,025  .    „    1,050   . 

656 

112 

1,050     „    1,076   . 

671 

116 

1,075     „    1,100   . 

687 

117 

1,100     „    1,125   . 

702 

120 

1,125     „    1,150   . 

719 

122 

1,160     „    1,176   . 

784 

126 

1,176     „    1,200   . 

750 

127 

1,200     ^         1,225   . 

766 

180 

1,226     „    1,260   . 

781 

182 

1,260   •  „    1,276   . 

796 

186 

1,276     „    1,800  . 

812 

187 

1,800     „         1,826   . 

827 

140 

1,826     „    1,850  , 

844 

142 

1,850     „    1,876   . 

860 

146 

1,876     „    1,400  , 

875 

147 

1,400     „    1,426   . 

891 

160 

1,426     „    1,450   . 

906 

162 

1,460     „         1,476   . 

921 

166 

1,475     „    1,500  . 

987 

157 

1,500     „    1,525   . 

954 

160 
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All  vessels  and  steamers  will  be  allowed,'after  ten  days'  demom^  in 
dock,  10  per  cent,  dedaction  on  the  demurrage,  15  per  cent,  after  fifteen 
days,  and  20  per  cent,  after  twenty  days. 

All  iron  yessels  will  pay  16  per  cent,  additional  on  erery  day's 
demurrage.  The  day  of  docking  and  undocking  will  be  charged  as  one 
day. 

All  yessels  and  steamers  docked,  having  cargo  aboard,  will  be 
charged  as  follows :  60  c.  for  every  bale  of  cotton ;  1  dol.  60  c  for  every 
hogshead  of  sagar  or  bacon ;  26  c.  for  every  barrel  of  molasses  or  sugar ; 
12c.  for  every  sack  of  coffee  or  grain;  and  all  other  articles  in 
proportion. 

1^0  yessel  to  be  taken  in  dock  with  more  ballast  than  is  necessary. 

Ail  steamers  having  over  60  tons  of  coal  on  board,  will  be  chained 
1  dol.  per  ton  for  each  and  every  ton  in  excess  of  that  amount. 

AU  vessels  and  steamers  shall  be  charged  according  to  thefar  registered 
tonnage. 

All  extraordinary  yessels  shall  be  charged  double  rates. 

Use  of  stages  and  tools,  10  c.  per  ton. 

F.  AND  O.  F.  Vallette,  Vallette  Dry  Dock. 
McLeait  and  Gebabd,  Marine  Dry  Dock. 
Mackie  AiH)  FoLMTT,  Occau  "Dxy  Dock. 
OEOBas  BusiKo,  Good  Intent  Dry  Dook. 

The  Cottok  Tbadb. 

In  order  to  put  an  end  to  certain  abuses  which  arose  out  of  what  ia 
<;alled  '^  country  damage  '*  and  a  ^ood  deal  of  picking  and  stealing  under 
the  head  of  *^  waste  "  and  '*  samples,"  the  cotton  exchauge  has  adopted 
a  system  of  inspection  which  appears  to  give  general  satisfaction ;  I 
give  some  of  the  rules  in  an  appendix.  It  must,  however,  be  observed 
that  the  exchange  has  no  legal  power  to  enforce  their  observance,  and  in 
case  of  disagreement  some  awkward  questions  might  arise. 


Shipping. 

The  direct  and  indirect  trade  by  British  ships  from  the  1st  January 
to  81st  December,  1876,  was — 

DlBBOI  TaADI. 


Number  of 
Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Men. 

Entered 

Cleared         •  •        • . 

107 
140 

118,678 
141,948 

8,06e 
8,960 

Indsbiot  Tbadb. 

Number  of 

fittlipB. 

Tonnige. 

NunA«r«f 

Entered 
Cleared 

76 

4M17 
41,481 

l,iM 

Last  year  279  shins  entered  and  247  cleared  direct  and  indirect, 
with  a  tonnage  of  240,088  and  220,270  respectiyely.    The  aboye  flk^- 
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fare  shows  a  faLling  off  in  the  number  of  ships  of  96  entered  and  41 
cleared,  and  in  point  of  tonnage  of  88,588  tons  entered  and  of  36,891 
cleared. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  British  ships  entered 
and  cleared,  their  tonnage,  the  quantity  of  cotton  carried  bj  them,  and 
number  of  bales  received  at  New  Orleans  for  shipment,  during  the  last 
ten  years. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Bales  of  Cotton 

Total  Bales 
received  at 

carried. 

New  Orleans. 

1866 

270 

48,831 

1,916 

271,015 

1866      .. 

284 

92,078 

137,707 

787,388 

1867      .. 

246 

92,064 

182,761 

780,490 

1868      .. 

258 

21,627 

264,190 

.668,395 

1869      .. 

811 

149,408 

266,055 

841,216 

1870      .. 

817 

171,988 

481,766 

1,207,388 

1871      .. 

821 

187,181 

478,884 

1,548.186 

1872      .. 

255 

167,504 

866,738 

1,070,289 

1878      .. 

258 

212,241 

537,995 

1,407,821 

1874      .. 

279 

220,270 

588,269 

1,224,840 

1875      .. 

188 

160,495 

838,861 

1,167,597 

No  statement  of  American  and  foreign  shipping  has  been  made  at 
the  Custom-house. 

Ebeights. 

The  basis  of  the  foreign  freight  market  for  the  past  year  consisted 
of  1,002,000  bales  cotton,  3,100  hogsheads  tobacco,  195,000  sacks  oil 
cake,  41,000  hides,  4,600  barrels  oil,  83,000  M-feet  lumber,  301,800 
barrels  flour,  205,000  bushels  wheat,  110,000  bushels  corn,  1,600 
barrels  beef,  1,900  tierces  lard,  5,284,000  staves,  and  a  number  of 
cargoes  of  walnut  timber.  The  coastwise  trade,  including  foreign  Gulf 
ports,  covered  a  more  numerous  list,  although  of  less  bulk,  embracing 
168,000  bales  cotton,  5,400  hogsheads  tobacco,  24,000  hogsheads  sugar, 
18,600  barrels  molasses,  3,400  sacks  oil-cake,  41,451  sacks  rice, 
473,054  hides,  34,000  barrels  oil,  1,770  M-feet  lumber,  12,200  barrels 
flour,  1,324,000  bushels  com,  13,400  barrels  com  meal,  70,200  sacks 
oats,  28,000  sacks  bran,  6,000  barrels  pork,  10,100  casks  bacon,  6,700 
barrels  beef,  7,900  tierces  lard,  19,500  barrels  whiskey,  5,300  barrels 
ashes,  130,071  bags  coffee,  26,000  barrels  potatoes,  120,000  bales  wool, 
and  322,800  staves. 

This  shows  a  considerable  reduction  from  last  year,  including  178,000 
bales  cotton,  175  hogsheads  tobacco,  160,000  barrels  flour,  1,566,000 
bushels  com,  and  13,000  casks  bacon,  nearly  every  other  artide  showing 
a  decrease.  The  supply]  of  steam  room  has  been  liberal,  and  as  the 
ships  in  the  trade  were  compelled  to  sail  at  the  appointed  time,  without 
ve^^ird  to  their  cargo  on  board  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  season, 
they  took  freight  at  the  sailing  rates,  and  by  their  competition  in  some 
cases  prevented  a  rise  from  a  scarcity  of  sail-room.  With  regard  to 
the  course  of  the  foreign  market,  we  may  take  the  rates  to  Liverpool  as 
a  fair  index  of  the  charc^es  on  other  articles. 

In  September  sail  rated  at  |d[.  and  steam  at  |i.  to  |i.;  in  October  at 
1^.  and  \d.  respectively ;  early  in  November  at  ^.  and  ^d,;  later  in 
that  month  at  \id.  to  -^.;  throughout  December  at  about  the  same ; 
early  in  January  at -Ui^.  to  ^.  and  -f^d.;  lat^r  in  the  same  month  at  ^ 
tod  ^.i  early  in  Febroary  at  ^.  to  i^d.  and  ^.\  later  in  the  month 
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at  ^.  to  ^d.  and  ^,;  early  in  March  at  if  i.  to  ^.  and  ^.;  later  in 
that  month  at  ^d,  and  ^^.;  late  in  April  at  \\d,  and  i^.  to  f  i.;  early 
in  May  at  \ld,  and  ^d,;  later  in  that  month  at  \id.  and  ^.;  early  in 
Jnne  at  id.;  later  in  that  month  at  i^.  to  id.  and  -H^.;  throughout 
July  at  1^.;  and  during  the  past  month  at  |i.  oy  sail  and  steam.  Thus 
it  appears  that  the  extremes  of  sail  are  |i.  and  f i.,  against  fi.  and  4^. 

last  year,  and  steam ^.,  against  |i.  and  Id,    From  the  fluctuations 

noted  aboye,  it  may  be  correctly  inferred  that  the  trade  has  been  on 
the  whole  satisfactory,  although  occasionally  attended  with  disapoint- 
ment  and  loss. 

EXPOBTS  ASTD  ImPOBTS. 

The  following  tables  represent  only  the  money  value  of  the  export 
and  import  trade.  It  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  the  volume  of 
business  has  decreased,  although  such  is  really  the  case.  Take  imports 
for  instance.  In  1872-73  they  aggregated,  as  per  official  records  at  the 
custom-house,  19,938,180  dol. ;  in  1873-74  they  were  14,351,698  dol.  ; 
but  in  1874-75  they  were  only  12,356,469  dol.    The  decrease  as  com- 

Sared  with  1872-73  is  7,576,711  dol.;  as  compared  with  1873-74,  the 
ecrease  is  1,995,229  do).,  or  approximately  13J  per  cent.,  much  of 
which  is  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  lower  value  of  io^ported  mer- 
chandize. 

The  decrease  in  the  money  value  of  our  exports  is  more  marked. 
In  1872-73  they  were  104,329,9(55  dol.,  against  93,268,371  dol.  in 
1873-74,  and  64,162,272  dol.  in  1874-75.  The  percenta^ge  decrease 
this  jear,  as  compared  with  1873-74,  is  a  shade  less  than  30|^  per  cent. ; 
but  it  is  well  known  that  the  great  bulk  of  our  exports  consists  of 
cotton,  the  market  for  which  has  run  lower  in  price  than  at  any  time 
since  the  war. 

Total  Imports  by  Months  for  the  Eiscal  Year  ending  June  30th. 


1S72-8. 

1878-4. 

1874-5. 

July   •. 

August 

September    . . 

Oetober 

November     . . 

December 

January 

February 

March 

April.. 

May 

June  .. 

Dollars. 
946,282 
1,801,875 
1,856,430 
2,040,789 
1,822,218 
2,800,798 
2,834,191 
1,789,114 
1,873,686 
1,711,684 
1,289,718 
1,016,895 

Dollars. 

982,649 
1,880,774 
1,290,485 
1,525,88^ 
1,842,568 
1,490,488 
1,697,849 
1,290,976 

871,194 
1,157,680 

669,891 

850,975 

Dollars. 

951,837 

484,665 

784,284 

1,449,867 

1,985,684 

1,402,886 

962,979 

1,658.622 

860,164 

543,444 

862,679 

520,628 

Total  .. 

• 

19,988,180 

14,851,698 

12,866,469 

Decrease  about  18^  per  cent 
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Total  Exports  (Specie  included)  for  Fiscal  Tear  ending  June  80th. 


1872-8. 

1873-4. 

1874-5. 

July    .. 

August 

September 

October 

Noyember 

December 

January 

February 

March 

^^?:: 

June  .. 

EfoUars. 

2,191,863 

819,088 

1,831,482 

6,858,811 

10,253,662 

12,180,505 

18,747,651 

17,665,978 

12,286,895 

18,175,218 

8,840,103 

5,835,554 

Dollars. 

2,548,480 

2,589,402 

502,808 

4,880,861 

6,268,281 

14,528,387 

15,348,267 

12,524,255 

13,067,764 

11,278,515 

6,467,956 

3,263,993 

Dollars. 
1,284,508 
1,427,867 
680,986 
4,238,938 
7,812,686 

10,577,581 
9,028,228 
8,698,475 

11,961,784 
7,554,582 
5,451,878 
2,754,809 

Total 

. 

104,829,965 

93,268,371 

64,162,272 

Imports  throughout  the  United  States  for  the  last  fiscal  year  show 
a  decrease  of  6  per  cent.  Exports  (exclusive  of  specie)  a  decrease  of 
12i  per  cent. 

DlSOIFLIlO!  OF  SeAMEK. 

i  am  glad  to  say  that  the  improvement  under  this  head  mentioned 
in  my  last  report  continues,  but  nave  to  record  with  deep  regret  the 
death  of  United  States  Commissioner  Weller,  whose  upngnt  character, 
legal  acquirements,  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  seaman,  were  of  the 
greatest  possible  assistance  to  me  in  putting  down  the  abuses  which 
used  to  prevail. 

I  consider  advance  notes — ^in  this  port  at  least — ^as  the  mainspring 
of  desertion  and  positive  evils  to  the  seaman  himself.  He. reaps  no 
advantage  from  them.  A  box  of  matches,  a  pound  of  soap,  and  a  plug 
of  tobacco  form  his  usual  outfit;  and  these  (at  least  the  two  latter) 
might  well  be  furnished  bv  the  ship  and  deducted  out  of  the  wages 
actually  earned  at  the  end  of  the  voyage.  They  cost  at  the  utmost 
2  dol.,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  advance  (13  dol.  to  19  dol.)  goes  into  the 
pocket  of  the  boarding-house  keeper,  whose  interest  it  is  to  keep  the 
men  unemployed  until  they  have  run  up  the  full  sum  which  the  advance 
will  cover.  The  United  States  Shipping  Commissioner  informs  me 
that  a  large  and  increasing  number  of  seamen  ship  in  American  vessels 
without  any  advance. 

Appekdiz. 

''  Superviium. 

"  The  board  of  directors  shall  elect  annual^,  during  the  month  of 
October,  a  chief  supervisor  and  such  number  of  assistants  as  thej  may 
deem  necessary,  who  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  at  the  discretion 
of  the  board. 

'^  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  chief  supervisor  to  visit  all  the  presses, 
to  overlook  his  assistants,  and  exercise  such  supervision  over  matters 
i-elating  to  the  cotton  trade  as  may  be  necessary ;  he  shall  report  all 
infractions  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  exchange  to  the  president, 
and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  required  of  him  by  these 
[419J  2  p 
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regulations,  or  by  a  resolution  of  the  board.  He  shall  be  required  to 
keep  a  horse,  that  he  may  be  the  better  able  to  discharge  the  duties 
assigned  him. 

"  The  assistant  supervisors  shall  see  that  all  loose  cotton  is  gathered 
up  and  shall  weigh  the  same,  making  a  daily  report  to  the  chief  super- 
visor of  quantity  weighed  and  stored  at  each  press.  They  shall  weigh 
all  samples  carried  away  by  the  factor's  samplers  or  broker's  classers, 
giving  a  certificate  in  each  case,  if  required,  and  keeping  a  record  of 
same,  showing  all  details.  They  shall  see  that  all  regulations  established 
by  this  exchange  are  properly  enforced,  and  shall  report  all  infractions 
of  the  same  to  the  chief  supervisor.  They  shall  perform  such  other 
duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  these  regulations,  or  may  be  required  of 
them  by  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  directors. 

'*  The  weight  of  samples  taken  out  by  the  factor's  sampler  shall  not 
exceed  6  ounces  per  bale,  and  such  samples  shall  not  be  removed  from 
the  press  until  weighed  by  the  assistant  supervisor,  who  shall  keep  a 
record  of  the  weight  of  same,  and  if  required  by  the  factor,  shall  furnish 
a  certificate  of  same  to  the  sampler. 

"  The  weight  of  samples  taken  out  by  the  broker's  classers  shall  not 
exceed  6  ounces  per  bale,  and  such  samples  shall  not  be  removed  from 
the  press  until  weighed  by  the  assistant  supervisor,  who  shall  keen  a 
record  of  the  same,  and,  if  required,  shall  lumish  the  classer  witu  a 
certificate  stating  the  weight. 

"  Each  classer  shall  exhibit  a  written  certificate  simed  by  the  broker 
or  buyer,  and  shall  be  allowed  three  assistants  besides  his  marker,  and 
no  more  in  any  one  press  at  any  one  time.  The  buyer's  inapii^tor 
shall  exhibit  a  certificate  showing  his  authority  to  inspect  the  cotton. 
He  shall  replace  all  cotton  taken  from  the  bales  in  bormg  and  inspect- 
ing, and  should  he  fail  to  do  so,  it  shall  be  gathered  up,  weighed  and 
stored  with  the  other  loose  cotton ;  but  in  no  event  shall  it  be  removed 
&om  the  press. 

"  All  top  samples  and  other  loose  cotton  necessarily  taken  from  the 
bales  by  the  factor's  sampler  or  the  broker's  classer,  and  all  other  loose 
cotton  gathered  up  in  the  presses,  shall  be  weighed  and  stored  in  the 
press;  and  the  supervisor  shall  report  any  sampler,  classer,  or  other 
person  who  may  make  more  loose  cotton  than  is  necessary. 

'*  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  chief  or  assistant  supervisor  to 
report  to  the  buyer  or  broker  any  classer  who  takes  his  samples  into 
a  junk  shop,  or  other  shop  or  store,  before  taking  them  to  the  ofiSoe  of 
the  buyer  or  broker. 

*^  The  chief  and  assistant  supervisors  shall  have  sole  charge  of  all 
loose  cotton,  of  whatever  description,  made  in  the  presses,  to  be  kept 
by  them  until  there  is  a  sufficient  quantity  to  make  one  or  more  bales, 
when  they  shall  have  it  baled  up,  at  such  place  as  the  owner  or  owners 
thereof  may  designate.  After  oeinff  baled  up,  it  shall  be  returned  to 
the  press  and  stored,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  owner  or  owners 
thereof.  All  such  cotton  shall  be  weighed  before  leaving  the  press  to 
be  baled  up,  and  shall  be  re-weighed  when  returned  to  the  press. 

''  The  chief  supervisor  shall  make  a  daily  report  to  the  superinten- 
dent of  the  exchange  of  all  cotton  to  be  shipped,  giying  the  names  of 
the  orderers,  and  of  the  vessels  to  which  it  is  orders.  The  superinten- 
dent shall  enter  such  reports  (omitting  the  names  of  the  orderers)  in  a 
book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  which  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection 
of  members  of  the  exchange. 

'^  Any  buyer  requiring  loose  cotton  for  the  purpose  of  making  up 
types,  shall  deliver  to  the  supervisor  an  order  signed  by  himself,  or  by 
his  regularly  constituted  attorney.    He  will  then  be  allowed  to  take 
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from  the  bales,  after  they  shall  have  been  weighed,  the  quantity 
required.  Tlie  supervisor  shall  weigh  the  cotton  so  taken,  ana  report 
the  weight  of  same  to  the  buyer.  Each  party  storing  cotton  shall,  on 
the  first  of  each  month,  pay  5  c.  per  bale  on  all  cotton  received  and 
stored  by  him  during  the  preceding  month,  the  amounts  so  paid  to  be 
kept  b^  the  treasurer  as  a  fund  out  of  which  to  pa^  all  expenses  of 
supervision,  including  the  cost  of  labour  for  gathering  up  the  loose 
cotton. 

"  Levee  Inspection. 

"  The  duties  of  the  chief  levee  inspector  and  his  assistants,  shall  be 
to  protect  from  theft  all  cotton  ou  the  levee,  whether  landed  from 
steamers  or  railroads,  in  process  of  shipment,  or  in  transit  through  the 
city ;  to  see  that  cotton  whilst  being  landed  or  in  process  of  shipment 
is  properly  cared  for,  protected  from  the  weather,  and  kept  out  of  the 
mud ;  and  they  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  are  imposed  upon 
them  by  these  regulations,  or  which  may  be  required  of  them  by  a 
resolution  of  the  board  of  directors  for  the  more  effective  protection  of 
the  cotton  trade  of  this  city. 

"  The  chief  levee  inspector  and  his  assistants  shall  keep  a  record  of 
the  weather,  also  of  the  condition  in  which  cotton  is  delivered  to  the 
various  vessels ;  they  shall  also  keep  a  record  of  the  condition  in  which 
cotton  is  taken  ou  board,  specifying  whether  the  same  was  taken  on 
board  in  a  wet  or  in  a  dry  condition,  and  if  wet,  they  shall  specify 
whether  the  same  was  received  wet  or  becamo  so  by  being  exposed  to 
the  rain  upon  the  levee,  or  by  being  rolled  through  the  mud.  They 
shall  make  daily  reports,  embodying  all  particulars,  which  reports  shall 
be  kept  on  file,  and  shall  be  entered  up  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose  by  the  superintendent  of  the  exchange. 

**  They  shall  in  all  cases  where  cotton  is  being  taken  on  board  in 
such  .condition  as  to  render  it  liable  to  become  damaged  upon  the 
voyage,  or  to  damage  other  cotton  by  contact,  notify  the  master  of  the 
vessm  of  the  impropriety  and  risk  of  taking  cotton  on  board  in  such 
condition.  They  shall  report  all  cotton  carried  on  deck  by  any  vessel 
leaving  this  port. 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  chief  levee  inspector,  when  a  vessel 
clears  at  the  custom-house,  to  draw  up  a  certificate,  setting  forth  the 
condit  ion  in  which  her  cargo  was  taken  on  board ;  and  ifc  snail  be  the 
duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  exchange  to  countersign  such  report,  and 
afc  thereto  the  seal  of  the  exchange.  The  secretary  shall  forward  such 
certificate  to  such  person  or  association,  at  the  port  of  destination,  as 
the  president  or  board  of  directors  may  direct.  In  any  case  where 
cotton  has  been  taken  on  board  of  a  vessel  in  a  condition  unfit  for 
shipment,  any  shipper  by  said  vessel  shall  receive,  if  he  so  requires,  a 
special  certificate  from  the  exchange,  setting  forth  the  facts  of  the  case, 
said  certificate  to  be  verified  by  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  inspector  in 
charge  of  said  vessel.  Shippers  requiring  special  certificates,  to  pay  all 
expenses  uicurred  under  this  rule.  Each  shipper  of  cotton  shall,  on  the 
first  of  each  month,  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  this  exchange  1  c.  for  each 
and  every  bale  of  cotton  shipped  by  them  during  the  preceding  month, 

"  In  all  cases  where  a  oroker  is  employed,  such  payment  may  be 
made  through  the  broker,  but  where  parties  purchase  cotton  without 
the  intervention  of  a  broker,  such  payment  shall  be  made  direct.  The 
amount  so  paid  shall  be  kept  by  the  treasurer  as  a  fund  out  of  which  to 
de&ay  all  expenses  incurred  under  the  regulations  for  the  protection  of 
cotton  upon  the  levee. 
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"  The  presses  shall  furnish,  free  of  chaise,  suitable  storage  room 
for  all  loose  cotton,  and  shall  render  such  aid  and  assistance  as  mAj  bo 
necessary  to  enable  the  supendsors  to  perforin  the  duties  assigned  thein« 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  owners  and  managers  of  presses  to  report  to 
the  presideut  of  the  exchange,  all  such  vicuations  of  these  rules  and 
regulations  as  shall  come  under  their  personal  obsenration.'* 

New  Orleans,  January  12, 1876. 
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NEW  YORK. 

Separi  hy  Consul-Oeneral  Arehihald  on  the  Trade,  Navigation,  and 
Commerce  of  New  York  for  the  Tear  1875. 

Shipping  akd  NAViGi^TioN. 

Sttbhitted  herewith  are  the  usaal  statistics  of  British  shipping 
engaged  in  commerce  with  the  port  of  New  York  during  the  year 
1875.    The  statements  are  as  follows : — 

No.  I.  shows  the  total  number  and  tonnage  of  arrivals  and  clear- 
ances of  vessels  in  both  direct  and  indirect  trade. 

Na.  II.  is  an  analvsis  of  the  shipping  engaged  in  the  direct  trade. 

No.  III.  is  a  similar  statement  m  regard  to  the  indirect  trade. 

No.  IV.  exhibits  the  number  and  capacity  of  colonial  vessels  (owned 
in  the  colonies)  engaged  in  both  oranches  of  trade. 

No.  T? .  is  a  comparative  table  of  the  number  and  tonnage  of  British 
vessels  arriving  at  the  port  of  New  York  during  the  last  ten 
years,  distinguishing  sail  and  steam. 

No.  VI.  the  tonnage  of  British  vessels  bringing  coal  to  New  York, 
and  the  ports  from  whence  shipped. 

No.  VIT.  the  number  and  description  of  British  vessels  carrying 
grain  from  New  York  in  1875,  and  in  what  manner  the  grain 
was  shipped. 

Owing  to  the  widely-spread  depression  of  trade  and  commerce 
during  the  year  just  closed,  the  considerable  falling-off  which  has  been 
manifested  in  the  number  and  tonnage  of  British  vessels  employed  in 
commerce  with  this  port  cannot  be  considered  a  matter  of  surprise. 
Various  causes,  well  understood,  have  operated  to  contract  both  the 
foreign  and  the  domestic  trade  throughout  the  year ;  and  to  the  large 
reduction  in  imports,  as  well  as  in  exports,  which  has  resulted  from 
such  contraction,  may  be  attributed  the  decrease  which  has  taken  place 
in  British  as  well  as  foreign  tonnage  at  this  port. 

During  the  year  1875  the  number  of  British  vessels  which  entored 
at  this  consulate  was  1,788,  with  a  total  tonnase  of  2,088,727  tons. 
This,  compared  with  1874,  shows  a  smaller  number  of  vessels  by  218, 
and  a  decrease  in  tonnage  of  117,685  tons.  Of  this  decrease,  58  were 
vessels  engaged  in  the  direct  trade,  with  an  aggregate  of  96,088  tons  ; 
and  160  were  vessels,  representing  21,602  tons,  engaged  in  the  indirect 
or  carrying  trade  from  and  to  other  countries  than  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies. 

The  total  number  of  crews  in  1875  was  57,196,  being  a  reduction  of 
8,461  compared  with  the  number  in  the  previous  year. 
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Statement  No.  1. — Dibect  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great 
Britain  and  the  British  Colonies. 


Entkbid. 


*  Total  Number  of  Vessels. 

Total  Tonnage. 

Total 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Crews. 

969 

99 

1,068 

1,680,170 

68,956 

1,749,126 

48,641 

Cleabso. 


Total  Number  of  Vessels. 

Total  Tonnage. 

Total 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Crews. 

1,288 

69 

1,807 

1,895,869 

16,778 

1,912,627 

62,616 

Indibkct  op  Carrying  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  other 

Countries. 

Bhtibbd. 


Total  Number  of  Vessels. 

Total  Tonnage. 

Total 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

With 
Cai^oes. 

In 
Ballast 

Total. 

Number  of 
Crews. 

626 

720 

293,880 

45,771 

889,601 

95 

8,655 

Cleabbd. 


Total  Number  of  Vessels. 

Total  Tonnage. 

Total 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Crews, 

871 

84 

455 

162,868 

81,455 

198,828 

4,906 
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Total  British  Shipping  at  tiie  Port  of  New  York  (both  direct  and 
indirect  trade)  during  the  Tear  1875. 

£ntbbid. 


Total  Number  of  VeBScla. 

Total  Tonnage. 

Total 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
BalUat 

Total. 

With 
Cargoea. 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

iJomber  of 
Crews.     . 

1,594 

194 

1,788 

1,974,000 

114,727 

2,088,727 

67,196 

Cleabed. 


Total  Kumbcr  of  Vessels. 

Total  Tonnage. 

Total 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast 

Total. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
BaUast. 

Total. 

Hamber  of 
Crews. 

1,601 

158 

1,762 

2,058,227 

48,283 

2,106,460 

57,521 
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Statement  No.  V.— Numbee  and  Tonnage  of  British  Vessels  Arriving 
at  the  Port  of  New  York.  Comparison  for  the  last  Ten  Tears, 
distinguishing  Sailing  and  Steam  Vessels. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total 

Total 

Year. 

Nnmber 

of 

Nomber 
of 

Total 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Nmnber. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Crews. 

1866* 

:    } 

*Sepa 

rat«  BtatlB 

tics  cannot 

be  given  for 

f   2,426 
I   2,079 

45,751 

1,'Jh!  r.4l 

1867* 

these 

years. 

42,655 

1,(j1<1.hT2 

1868... 

1,690 

643,256 

312 

702,866 

2,002 

48,872 

1,2 46, lit 

1869... 

1,928 

712,702 

348 

8358,000 

2,288 

54,286 

l,MujffJ 

1870... 

1,580 

628,462 

420 

990,500 

2,000 

55,577 

l,e;iMi2 

1871... 

... 

1,924 

704,308 

483 

1,280,500 

2,407 

64,084 

l,!t.w,W9 

1872... 

1,849 

624,162 

499 

1,814,112 

2,348 

67,597 

l,KiJ<,274 

1872... 

. 

1,781 

624,640 

667 

1,521,186 

2,288 

72,264 

2,li^72J5 

1874... 

1,350 

470,455 

656 

1,735,797 

2,006 

65,657 

2,'J0«1.J12 

1876... 

1,219 

485,653 

669 

1,668,174 

1,788 

67,196 

2,0-^  H,  727 

Statement  No.  VI. — Numbeb  and  Tonnage  of  British  Vessels  bringing 
Coal  to  New  York  during  the  Year  1875. 


U 

o 

II 

SS 

1 
11 

1 

Janaary 

, , 

,, 

1 

1 

-   487 

Febroary    . . 

,. 

•  • 

.. 

.. 

.. 

Karoh 

,, 

,, 

.. 

.• 

ts?.    ::    :: 

, , 

,. 

, , 

.. 

.. 

, , 

•  • 

1 

264 

June 

2 

, , 

i 

4 

1446 

July 

1 

1 

. , 

8 

858 

Aagost 

, , 

8 

1 

7 

2,688 

September  .. 

, , 

1 

2 

8 

2,806 

October       .. 

1 

1 

2 

7 

2,852 

l^ovember  .. 

,, 

5 

1 

10 

4,069 

December   .. 

.'. 

1 

•• 

4 

1,259 

ToUliQl876  .. 

4 

21 

18 

7 

45 

16,824 

„        1874  .. 

, , 

16 

27 

10 

58 

17,171 

1878  .. 

3 

27 

38 

85 

98 

50,656 

„        1872  .. 

2 

80 

34 

18 

79 

80,074 

„        1871  .. 

1 

51 

44 

26 

122 

51,881 

The  ports  from  which  the  coal  was  shipped  and  the  quantity  from 

each  were  as  follows : —  * 

Tons. 

Sydney,  Cape  Breton 5,179 

Little  Glace  Bay           552 

Port  Caledonia 264 

Picton 997 

Cow  Bay..         5,8«8 

Dorchester,  N.B 264 

Lingan,  C.B 481 

Sunderland         889 

Glasgow  •  •         •  •         .  •         •  •         . .         •  •  868 

Newcastle          689 

Liyerpool 1,468 

Total        15,824 
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UNITED   STATES. 


Statement  No.  VIT. 

The  following  table  shows  the  nnmber  and  description  of  British 
ships  carrying  CTsin  from  this  port  during  1876,  and  m  what  manner 
the  grain  was  shipped  : — 


Ktunber. 

All ;  Bulk. 

AU;  Balk 
and  Bags. 

All  Bags. 

Other  Cargo 
aadQraio. 

Ships.. 
Btrqnes 
Brigs 
Schooners     . . 

78 

86 

21 

8 

18 
10 

1 

85 

1 

1 
5 
8 
2 

76 

88 

2 

1 

Stetmcrs 

188 
452 

1 

•  '7 

•• 

•  • 
444 

ToUl 

640 

The  quantity  of  grain  exported  from  hence  during  1876  fell  short  of 
the  export  during  1874  by  nearly  20,000,000  bushels.  The  number  of 
British  vessels  employed  in  this  trade  during  the  year  was,  conse- 
quently, much  smaller  than  that  of  the  preceding  year,  and  below  the 
average  of  several  years. 

Only  one  British  vessel  carrying  grain  from  this  port  for  Europe 
during  the  year  1876  was  reported  lost.  That  was  the  ship  "  Dacca," 
which*  sailed  hence  for  London  on  the  11th  March  last  with  36,800 
bushels  of  wheat  in  bags,  and  other  cargo.  This  vessel  ran  ashore  on 
the  Isle  of  Wight  on  the  6th  of  the  following  month,  and  became  a 
total  loss.  The  loss  of  the  "Dacca  "  was,  of  course,  in  no  way  attri- 
butable to  the  manner  in  which  her  cargo  was  stowed. 

The  regulations  adopted  nt  this  port  in  regard  to  the  stowage  of 
grain  cargoes,  more  especially  those  enforced  by  the  Board  of  Under- 
writers,  which  I  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
June  last,  are  well  calculated  to  ensure  all  practicable  safety  in  the 
carriage  of  grain  cargoes.  In  reference  more  especially  to  ceiling,  to 
the  protection  of  the  pumps,  and  to  the  draught  of  water,  as  well  as  to 
binns  and  shifting  boards,  these  regulations  appear  to  me  to  meet  every 
needful  requirement  for  the  safety  of  life  as  well  as  of  property  in  the 
case  of  grain-laden  ships. 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


NEW   TOBK. 


567 


Arbivals  of  Shipping  of  all  Nationalities  at  the  Port  of  New  York 
during  1875  (from  Official  Sources). 

The  number  and  nationalities  of  vessels  arriving  at  the  port  of  New 
York  during  the  year  1875  were  as  follows : — 


Steamers. 

Ships. 

Barques. 

Brigs. 

•Schooners. 

TotaL 

American. . 

157 

186 

866 

607 

1,108 

2,269 

British     .. 

638 

131 

877 

402 

288 

1,784* 

Norwegian 

2 

21 

830 

25 

8 

381 

German   .. 

111 

28 

166 

23 

2 

829 

Italian     .. 

248 

63 

818 

Austrian  .. 

,. 

111 

11 

128 

French     .  • 

26 

• . 

16 

6 

3 

61 

Dutch      .. 

21 

6 

9 

, , 

86 

Spanish    .. 

•  • 

18 

16 

4 

82 

Swedish   .. 

2 

,, 

26 

3 

, , 

80 

Danish     .. 

1 

, , 

11 

14 

, , 

26 

Portuguese 

• . 

7 

10 

1 

23 

Belgian   .. 

21 

•  • 

., 

, , 

22 

Bosaian    .. 

,, 

14 

,, 

• . 

16 

Mexican  .. 

,, 

, , 

, , 

3 

,, 

8 

Haytian  .. 

,, 

, , 

4 

, , 

4 

2 

, , 

, , 

, , 

2 

Peruvian.. 

•  • 

• . 

, , 

1 

CkwtaBican 

,  ^ 

1 

Arg^tine 

,, 

•  • 

1 

,  a 

1 

Greek      .. 

•• 

•  • 

1 

•• 

1 

Totalf.. 

881 

332 

1,678 

1,097 

1,399 

6,887 

Total,  1874     .. 

1,069 

888 

2,162 

1,276 

1,867 

6,256 

Total,  1873     . . 

1,067 

893 

2,068 

1,487 

1,814 

6,315 

Total,  1872     .. 

902 

438 

1,624 

1,416 

1,169 

6,664 

The  following  table  shows  the  arrivals  at  this  port  in  1875  of 
vessels  engaged  in  the  coastwise  trade,  not  including  coal  and  wood 
schooners : — 

Coastwise. 


Steamers. 

Ships. 

Barques. 

Brigs. 

Schooners. 

January 
Pehruaiy    .. 
March 
April 

^y 

June 

July 

August       .. 
September.. 
October      .. 
Kovember  .. 
December  .. 

96 
80 
96 
74 
79 
77 
77 
72 
87 
96 
96 
102 

1 
4 
2 
3 
4 

8 
8 
2 

4 

i' 

6 
3 

2 
6 
6 

.  • 
8 
9 

4 

8 

4 

6 

2 
2 
9 
18 
9 
6 
9 

10 

12 

8 

138 
110 
189 
411 
407 
877 
885 
282 
694 
878 
128 
342 

Total  .. 

1,029 

27 

67 

86 

8,686 

*  The  actual  number  of  British  vessels  which  entered  in  1876,  according  to  the 
consular  rei^ster,  was  1,788. 

t  And  Uiere  were  three  vessels  of  war,  bearing  the  French  flag. 
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Whole  number  as  abore 4,884 

Which  added  to  the  foreign 5,410 

Make  a  toUl  for  1875 10,294 

Whole  number  1874 21,226 

Beereaae 10,982 


1875 
1874 
1878 
1872 
1871 
1870 
1869 
1868 
1867 
1866 
1865 
1864 
1868 
1862 
1861 
1860 
1859 
1858 
1857 
1856 


Foreign  ArriTala. 

Coastwise  ArrivahL 

Total  of  all  ClaaMS. 

Total  of  all  Claaaes. 

5,887 

4,884 

6,256 

14,942 

6,815 

7,187 

5,679 

12,880 

5,850 

11,924 

4,688 

14,547 

4,550 

14,809 

5,040 

20,865 

4,67a 

8,968 

4,900 

7,898 

4,662 

7.972 

4,844 

7,981 

5,082 

7,984 

5,458 

7,148 

5,095 

6,977 

4,424 

8,415 

4,027 

7,809 

8,483 

7,218 

8,902 

6,097 

8,809 

6,109 

The  relative  decrease  in  the  number  of  vessela  of  different  nation- 
alities, compared  with  1874,  was  as  follows : — 


1874. 

1875. 

Decrease,  1875. 

British 

Norwegian 

German 

Italian 

Austrian 

French 

8,006 
494 
487 
499 
208 
51 

1,788 
881 
£29 
818 
128 
47 

218 
118 
158 
186 
85 
4 

Asaummg  the  tonnage  to  be  relatively  the  same,  it  will  be  seen 
from  the  foregoing  statement  that  the  declme  of  British  maritime  trade 
at  this  port  has  been,  proportionally,  very  much  less  than  that  of  other 
nationalities. 
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Mr.  Vice-Consul  Ashley  has  furnished  the  following  statement  of 
the  number  and  tonnage  of  British  vessels  which  entered  and  cleared 
at  that  port  during  the  year  1875 : — 


Number. 

Tonnage. 

Crews. 

Yeasels,  eatered. . 
„       cleared 

67 
65 

7,188 
6,458 

820 
299 

The  total  value  of  merchandize  imported  from  Liverpool  into  the 
district  of  Providence,  y\k  Boston,  was  357,657  dol. 

The  tonnage  of  the  district  on  the  31st  December,  1875,  was  128 
vessels,  aggregating  34,107' 19  tons. 

The  total  recQipta  of  cotton  by  vessels  and  railroad  during  the  year 


were — 


Arilclea. 

Bales  .. 

uL  ::    :: 

Bushels 

Quantity. 

Cotton        

Wool          .,         

Flour          .,         

Com           .,        

Wheat        

249,897 

97,756 

845,440 

1,326,652 

4,805 

Oats           .,        

775,543 

Meal          

Bran           • 

Malt           M        

Coal..         .,        

„      . .         . . 
Tons    . . 

218,286 
11,178 
54,512 

602,847 

EKGAeSMEKTS,  PlSCHAXGES,  &0.,  OF  BRITISH  SeAMSN  AT  NeW  YoBK 

IK  1875. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  seamen  of  British 
vessels  who  hav^  been  engaged,  discharged,  left  behind,  reported  dead, 
or  deserted,  or  who  have  been  relieved  while  distressed  at  this  consu- 
late during  the  year  1875,  showing  also  the  total  amount  of  wages  paid, 
and  the  number  of  new  agreements  entered  into  during  the  year : — 
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I  Tiave,  heretofore,  called  attention  to  the  free  hospital  treatment  of 
seamen  at  this  port  under  the  provisions  of  a  State  law,  requiring  the 
payment  of  hospital  dues  of  small  amount  by  vessels  entering  the  port, 
xrom  a  computation  of  the  total  number  of  days  during  which  seamen 
belonging  to  British  ships  have  been  received  and  treated  in  hospital, 
there  has  been  an  annual  average  saving  of  more  than  500/.,  which  amount 
must,  otherwise,  have  been  necessarily  defrayed  out  of  the  wages  of 
seamen,  which  are  now  paid  to  thera  without  any  deduction  on  their 
discharge  from  hospital;  or,  in  default  of  sufficient  wages,  by  the  Board 
of  Trade.  The  constitutionality,  however,  of  the  State  law  has  long 
been  questioned,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that,  before  long,  a  change 
will  be  made  in  the  system  of  hospital  treatment  of  seamen,  which  may 
deprive  them  of  the  peculiar  advantage  in  this  respect,  which  they 
enjov  at  this  port. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  lament  that  I  am  unable  to  report  any  diminu- 
tion of  the  abuses  to  which  British  shipmasters  and  owners,  as  well  as 
seamen,  are  subject  at  New  York,  through  the  enticing,  as  well  as  the 
forcing,  of  seamen  to  desert  their  vessels ;  or  any  lessening  of  the  op- 
pressive grievances  which  masters,  and  the  not  less  serious  injury  and 
demoralization  which  seamen  suffer  through  the  unscrupulous  and 
harrassing  litigious  proceedings  by  which  both  masters  and  seamen  are 
victimized  at  tnis  port.  Nothing,  as  I  have  repeatedly  stated,  will  pro- 
vide a  remedy  short  of  a  consular  convention  similar  to  those  in  force 
between  the  United  States  and  other  maritime  powers. 

Shipment  and  Dischaboe  of  Seahen  is  Amebicak  Vessels,  Sea- 
going AiTD  Coastwise,  at  New  Tobk,  1876. 

The  United  States  Shipping  Commissioner  at  the  port  of  New 
York  reports  the  number  of  seamen  shipped  through  his  office  for  the 
year  at  25,408,  of  whom  5,618  have  been  re-shipped,  and  13,890  were 
shipped  without  advance  of  wages  : — number  paid  off,  24,277 ;  paid  to 
seamen,  1,517,762  dol.  23  c. ;  amount  paid  into  court  on  account  of 
seamen  1,928  dol.  69  c. 

The  commissioner's  office  includes  one  commissioner,  five  d^pulie8, 
five  special  deputies,  three  clerks,  and  nine  out-door  officers  and  men. 

Cabktikg  Tbade. 

Carrying  IVade. — The  several  steamship  lines  plying  between  New 
York  and  Europe  have  suffered  severely  in  diminished  revenues  by  the 
depressed  condition  of  trade  during  1875,  the  falling  oft  in  immigration, 
and  the  importation  of  goods.  The  National  Steamship  Company  have 
employed  a  total  tonnage  of  51,486,  as  they  count  tonnage,  with  12 
steamers,  making  81  regular  trips,  carrying  25,521  passengers,  and 
464,701  tons  of  cargo.  The  White  Star  Company  employed  6  steamers, 
making  50  passages,  carrying  24,105  passengers  and  185,000  tons  of 
car^o.  This  company  is  also  establishing  a  fleet  of  steamers  on  the 
Pacific.  The  Anchor  Line  Steamship  Company  have  27  vessels,  not  all 
of  which,  however,  come  direct  to  New  York.  The  company  has 
despatched  87  vessels  from  New  York  in  1875,  carrying  194,478  tons 
of  cargo,  and  returning  with  97,250  tons  from  Glasgow,  and  60,000  tons 
from  the  Mediterranean.  The  passengers  carried  to  and  from  Europe 
were  19,933.  T^e  Cunard  Company  has  employed  17  steamers,  making 
206  voyages,  carrying  42^50  passengers  and  465,000  tons  of  cargo. 
The  Inman  Company  has  employed  13  steamers,  making  55  trips  each 
way,  110  in  all,  carrying  34,389  passengers,  and  300,000  tons  or  cargo. 
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The  Hamburgh-American  Packet  Company  haa  employed  15  steamers, 
carrying  19,922  passengers  and  ld7,(X)0  tons  of  cargo.  The  North 
German  Lloyds'  Company  has  employed  12  vessels,  carn'ing  30,693 
passengers,  and  115,535  tons  of  cargo.  The  State  Line  Company  has 
employed  7  steamers,  and  has  carried  from  New  York  to  Glasgow 
(return  thence  not  known)  43,900  tons  of  cargo,  and  about  5,000 
passengers.  The  Williams  and  Guion  Company  has  employed  6 
steamers,  making  38  trips  each  way,  and  carrying  150,000  tons  of 
cargo,  passengers  not  known.  The  General  Ijansatlantic  Company 
(French)  lias  employed  C  steamers,  making  28  trips  from  Ha?re  to 
New  York,  and  27  trips  from  New  York  to  Havre,  carrying  6,900 
passengers,  cargo  not  known. 

Besides  these  regular  steamers,  there  have  been  a  number  of  tran- 
sient steamers,  belonging  to  the  MediteiTanean,  or  Suez  Canal,  or  West 
Indian  trades,  which  have  loaded  iu  New  York  for  England. 

There  have  been  no  steamships  crossing  the  ocean  from  this  port 
under  the  American  flag.  The  two  large  American  steamers  built  ou 
the  Delaware  Biver  for  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company's  Pacific 
trade,  the  "  Tokio  *'  and  "  Pekin,"  after  costing  extravagant  sums  of 
money,  have  both  come  to  g^ief .  Some  of  the  older  and  least  pretentious 
Pennsylvania  iron  ship  builders  have,  however,  built  steamers  for  the 
coasting  trade  from  N'ew  York  which  liave  ^ven  good  results,  and 
promise  well  for  the  future  in  this  branch  of  industry.  The  steamship 
*'  Hudson,"  built  on  what  is  known  as  the  Baird  type,  and  discarding 
compound  engines,  has  proved  an  excellent  and  economical  sea  boat, 
and  in  a  remarkable  manner  disproves  some  English  shipbuilding 
theories.  She  is  294  feet  long,  by  34  feet  beam,  and  23  feet  hold,  has  a 
high  freeboard  when  loaded,  and  great  consequent  buoyancy,  registers 
1,783  tons,  displacement  2,950  tons ;  engine,  vertical,  inverted,  direct 
action,  no  fly  wheel,  cranks  double  ended,  one  side  balancing  the  other ; 
average  speed,  13  knots  at  sea ;  consumption  of  fuel,  19  tons  anthracite 
coal  (equal  to  17  tons  soft  coal)  in  24  hours ;  indicated  horse  pow^, 
1,450 ;  propeller,  true  screw,  15  feet  diameter,  22  feet  pitch,  revolutions 
59.  This  IS  not  the  only  instance  of  good  results  from  abandoning  the 
compound  engine. 

Freights. 

The  engagements  at  close  of  the  year  represent  the  condition  of 
trade,  and  include,  by  steam  to  Liverpool,  500  barrels  of  flour  at  4«.  per 
barrel,  100  tierces  of  beef  at  9«.  per  tierce,  200  tierces  lard  at  45«.,  50 
tons  oil-cake  at  30«.,  40  tons  sperm  oil  at  70«. ;  by  sail,  flour  at  3«.  l^d. 
per  barrel.  For  Bristol,  by  steam,  700  barrels  flour  at  3«.  9i.  per 
barrel.  For  Cork,  and  orders  in  United  Kingdom,  a  Swedish  barque, 
328  tons,  with  2,100  barrels  naphtha  at  5«.  10^.,  or,  if  direct,  at 
5#.  7jrf.  per  barrel.  For  Havre,  a  ship  and  barque  with  cotton  at  IJ  c 
per  pound.  For  Antwerp,  by  steam,  8,000  bushehj  grain  at  lOJ.  per 
Dushel.  For  Hamburg,  by  steam,  350  tons  provisions  on  the  basis  of 
2-78  reichsmark.  For  Eotterdam,  500  tierces  lard,  bj  steam,  45#.  per 
ton.  For  the  Mediterranean,  an  Italian  barque,  with  2,300  barrels 
refined  petroleum,  at  5#.  Gd.  for  the  Mediterranean,  or  6*.  W.  to  the 
Adriatic.  For  Palermo,  a  British  brig,  203  tons,  with  7,500  cases 
petrdeum  at  28  c.  per  case.  For  Beyrout,  an  American  brig,  412  tons, 
with  12,000  cases  petroleum  at  37^  c.  per  case.  For  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
an  American  schooner,  388  tons,  with  general  cargo,  including  flour,  at 
equal  to  from  1  dol.  to  1  dol.  10  c.  per  barrel  For  St.  Thomas,  an 
Apa^ii^an  barque,  1,900  barrels  eapaci^  at  50  cents  per  barrel. 
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Ship  Pbopbbty. 

The  year  closes  with  an  extremely  dull  market  for  ship  property, 
caused  bj  a  falling  off  in  the  foreign  demand,  which  for  several  months 
had  been  the  main  support.  This  is  accounted  for  by  lowness  of 
freights,  and  the  competition  of  steamers.  The  future  outlook  is  by  no 
means  encouraging  to  investments  in  large  bottoms  for  long  voyages, 
whilst  the  Atlantic  trade  generally  is  not  promising  of  pecuniary 
return.  The  following  prices  for  American-built  vessels,  obtained  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  give  an  idea  of  the  condition  of  the  business : — 
Ship  "  Galatea,'*  939  tons  register,  built  at  Chelsea,  1854f,  metalled 
July,  1873,  18,000  dol. ;  barque  "  James  E.  Ward,"  424  tons  register, 
built  at  Wiscasset,  1858,  metalled  December,  1871,  8,000  dol.;  barque 
"W.  A.  Farnswortb,"  362  tons  register,  built  at  Maltapoiset,  1864, 
metalled  November,  1871,  8,000  dol. ;  brig  "  O.  G.  Clary,"  248  tons 
register,  built  at  Camden,  1865,  metalled  August,  1878,  6,600  dol. 

The  sales  of  ship  property  at  this  port  for  the  past  five  years, 
exclusive  of  steamers,  were  as  follows : — 1876,  27,067  tons,  879,060  dol. ; 
1874,  16,567  tons,  629,200  dol. ;  1873,  43,749  tons,  1,550,676  dol. ; 
1872,  22,983  tons,  854,640  dol. ;  1871,  30,060  tons,  807,300  dol. 

New  Line  foe  Brazil. 

A  new  Hue  of  British  mail  steamships,  called  the  "  8tar  Ball  Line," 
has  recently  been  establbhed  in  lieu  of  the  late  American  line,  which 
will  afford  a  monthly  communication  between  this  port  and  the  Brazils. 
The  steamers  will  call  at  Para,  Pemambuco,  Bahia,  and  Bio  Janeiro, 
sAmo  at  St.  John's,  Porto  Bico,  en  route.  After  the  line  is  fairly  started, 
it  is  expected  that  the  large  trade  between  the  two  countries  will 
justify  additional  accommodation  in  the  shape  of  a  fortnightly  com- 
munication. 

Lanes  .FOB  Ocean  Steamebs. 

In  view  of  the  immense  amount  of  travel  and  transportation  between 
the  United  States  and  Europe,  the  importance  of  having  separate  routes 
for  steamships  in  their  eastern  and  western  voyages,  has  come  to  be 
generally  recognized,  so  that  the  chances  of  collision  may  be  diminished, 
if  not  altogether  obviated.  Several  routes  have  been  from  time  to 
time  proposed,  but  no  definite  one  has  yet  been  authoritatively  laid 
down.  The  Cunard  Line  has  adopted  one,  the  Inman  Line  another, 
and  the  German  lines  another. 

It  is  essential,  however,  that  there  be  an  agreement  among  all  the 
lines.  It  makes  comparatively  little  difference  what  routes  are  adopted 
for  the  outward  and  homeward  voyages,  provided  the  companies  are  all 
agreed  to  keep  their  vessels  within  those  routes ;  and  it  is  to  secure 
this  result  that  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  governments  is  desirable. 
Should  certain  lanes  or  paths  be  fixed  upon  for  steamers  going  in  each 
direction,  not  only  would  the  risk  of  their  coUision  be  greatly  diminished, 
but  sailing  vessels  would  avoid  these  lanes,  and  steamers  would  have  » 
far  greater  chance  of  rendering  assistance  to  each  other  in  case  of 
accident  or  distress,  for  they  would  be  comparatively  near  each  other  in 
their  passages  across  the  ocean. 

Lifeboats  and  Lifb-Eafts. 

The  question  of  manning  lifeboats  on  sea-going  steamers  is  now 
attracting  considerable  attention.    Besides  recent    disasters  on  the 
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Hudson  rirer,  in  which  the  boats  were  of  little  or  no  importance,  the 
calamities  of  the  "  Deutschland  "  and  "Schiller"  steam  packets  sailing 
to  this  port,  have  demonstrated  the  inefficiency  of  liieboats  in  the 
sudden  and  overwhelming  accidents  which  may  at  any  moment  overtake 
large  ii*cn  steamships. 

It  is  a  matter  for  serious  consideration  whether  properly  constructed 
life-rafts,  which  could  be  instantly  launched,  would  not  oflfcr  a  far 
better  means  of  safety  to  passengers  and  crew,  in  cases  of  extreme 
emergency,  than  is  afforded  by  boats.  Or,  the  bridges  and  tops  of 
deck-nouses  of  merchant  steamers  might,  perhaps,  themselves  be 
availed  of  as  rafts',  being  made  detachable  and  buoyed  with  cylindrical 
air  chambers  coated  with  indiarubber,  and  so  "  lagged  "  as  to  prevent 
injury  to  any  section  of  the  chambers  in  launchmg.  The  additional 
weight  and  cost  would  be  a  mere  trifle  in  view  of  the  important  interests 
at  stake. 

FOBBIGK  COMHESCE. 

Impobts  and  Exports  at  the  Port  of  New  York  during  the  Tear  1875, 
and  for  the  previous  Four  Years. 

Imports. 


Import!. 

1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1875. 

Dryifoods       

Sped*            

Dol. 

1«,480,777 

248,082,915 

6,848,608 

Dol. 
186,881,612 
289,680,866 
5,894,298 

DoL 

114,268,688 

265,696,687 

18,606,611 

Dol. 

106,520,406 

280,765,768 

6,408,288 

DoL 
99,816,026 
227,888,987 
18,466,567 

TotiJ 

884,862,000 

482,106,686 

896,566,886 

898,679,461 

840,658,669 

The  imports  are  stated  at  their  foreign  cost  in  gold,  exclusive  of 
freight  andr  duty. 

The  above  statement  shows  a  decrease  in  the  aggregate  imports 
of  this  port  fur  1875  of  63,020,882  dol.  compared  with  the  preceding 
year,  of  57,907,267  dol.  compared  with  1873,  and  of  no  less  than 
91,448,117  dol.  compared  with  1872.  The  entries  for  direct  consump- 
tion were  146,057,944  dol,  against  173,465,430  dol.  for  the  vear  1874, 
and  170,145,207  dol.  in  1 873.  The  total  withdrawn  from  bonded  ware- 
house  was  nearly  5,000,000  dol.  in  excess  of  the  amount  entered 
warehouse,  showing  a  dimiuution  of  stock  in  bond  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year.  The  specie  imports  were  7,055,269  dol.  in  excess  of 
1874,  and  5,147,054  dol.  less  than  during  1873. 

The  imports  of  general  merchandize  during  the  year  were  63,371,771 
dol.  less  than  in  1874,  and  38,312,600  dol.  below  1873.  Dry  goods 
show  a  decrease  of  6,704,380  dol.  from  1874,  and  14,477,613  dol.  from 
1873.  During  the  past  year  the  proportion  of  dry  goods  to  general 
merchandize  imported  was  35  per  cent.  For  1874  it  was  under  28  per 
cent.,  and  for  1873  it  was  about  30  per  cent.  From  this  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  foreign  dry  goods  trade  is  holding  its  own  better  than  any 
other  branch  oT  commerce,  although  it  too  has  suffered  with  the  others 
in  the  general  depression  of  business. 
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Exports, 


Ezporta. 

1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1876. 

Dometdc  produce     

Foreign  ft«e  good! 

Foreign  dutiable       

Specie  tad  boUion     

Dol. 

225,553,247 

1,183,268 

7,979,727 

68,865,646 

Dol. 

225,475,687 

1,598,010 

9,78^600 

71,969,042 

Dol. 

288,707,867 

2,107,258 

9,480,805 

48,659,661 

Dol. 

274,201,898 

2,841,467 

7,896,768 

61,222,228 

Dol. 

247,681,724 

2,021,176 

6,759,269 

67.556,650 

Toua 

298,631,783 

808,818,889 

848,906,076 

S4^162,861 

824,018,818 

The  foregoing  figures,  with  the  exception  of  specie,  are  in  currency.* 
The  abo?e  total  of  324,018,818  dol.,  representing  the  aggregate 
exports  of  merchandize  and  specie  of  the  port  for  1875,  g^ows  a  decrease 
of  21,143,543  dol.  from  the  total  of  1874,  and  24,886,258  dol.  compared 
with  1873.  The  total  value  of  domestic  merchandize  exported  during 
the  year  was  247,681,724  dol.,  against  274,201,898  dol.  in  1874,  and 
288,707,357  dol.  in  1873. 

Adding  the  exports  and  imports  together,  the  total  commerce  of 
the  port  for  the  year  1875  amounted  to  664,677,887  dol.,  against 
738,841,812  dol.  for  1874,  and  747,470,912  dol.  for  1873.  The  exports 
show  a  decrease  of  about  6^  per  cent,  compared  with  1874,  and  about 
7  per  cent,  compared  with  1873;  while  the  decrease  of  imports  was 
about  13^  and  14^  per  cent,  respectively. 

^  A  comparison  of  some  of  the  imports  with  those  of  1874  is  sub- 
joined : — 


Articles. 


1875. 


1874. 


iKgara 

CoflTee* 

Vara       

QUss-plate 

India  mbber 

Leather  and  dressed  skins 

Undressed  ditto.. 

Brandy 

Lead 

Molasses 

Bags 

Sugar      

Tea        

Watches 

Wines 

Wool  and  waste . . 

B.  B.Iron 

Spelter 


Dollars. 
1,618,104 

84,761,447 
8,868,867 
2,886,821 
8,958,988 
4,440,444 

10,120,698 

1,008,656 

575,246 

2,804,991 

8,195,196 

41,589,196 

12,529,989 

1,701,827 

1,971,516 

4,492,055 

419,587 

64,868 


Dollars. 
2,288,800 

83,522,925 
2,717,278 
2,006,890 
5,940,648 
6,094,916 

14,192,541 
1,089,765 
1,889,848 
8,482,700 
8,797,480 

55,872,760 

20,949,110 
2,254,065 
2,260,820 
5,028,468 
5,099,006 
122,691 


*  The  importation  of  coffee  was  considerablj  augmented  owing  to  the  contem- 
plated re-imposition  of  duty  upon  that  article. 
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The  exports  of  specie  for  the  year  1875  and  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
four  years  are  as  follows : — 

Dollan. 

1875 68,186,22S 

1874 61,222,228 

1878 48,659,661 

1872 71,959,042 

1871 68,865,546 

1870 58,191,475 

1869 82,018,696 

1868 70,841,569 

1867 51,801,948 

1866 62,558,700 

1865 80,008,688 

1864 50,825,621 

1868 49,754,066 

1862 50,487,621 

1861 4^216,260 

1860 42,161,909 

1859 59,648,528 

1858 29,978,006 

1857 44,860,174 

1856 87,242,636 

1855 27,672,816 

1854 87,157,828 

1858 26,758,886 

1852  ..    ..  • 24,912,846 

Bbcbipts  op  Customs  at  New  York. 

The  receipts  for  the  entire  year  were  105,388,449  dol.,  against 
111,101,214  dol.  for  1874,  and  116,516,932  dol.  for  1873. 

The  following  is  a  comparison  of  the  monthly  receipts  for  the  last 
four  years : — 

Bevskue  firom  Customs. 


1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1876. 

Dollars. 

DoUars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

January     . . 

18,817,087 

10,768,626 

10,042,081 

8,072,864 

February  .. 

14,710,928 

12,898,688 

10,186,866 

11,810,910 

March 

14^095,964 

12,101,276 

10,793.728 

10,818,620 

April 

18,948,999 

9,286,491 

9,596,771 

9,608,087 

May          ..         .. 

10,806,469 

8,862,528 

8,869,597 

7,474,172 

June 

6,948,288 

7,583,968 

7,899,248 

6,666,462 

July 

7,251,160 

10,008,929 

9,684,569 

9,273,647 

August 

19,885,167 

18,023,085 

11,802,598 

11,417,506 

September 

18,274,126 

10,969,722 

11,400,278 

10,168,829 

October     . . 

10,665,891 

7,666,884 

8,678,668 

8,208,816 

November. . 

7,274,100 

5,588,888 

6,864,486 

7,084,577 

December.. 

6,608,168 

6,298,958 

6,812,995 

5,849,575 

Total.. 

187,215,802 

115,516,982 

111,101,214 

105,888,449 
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Impo&ts  akd  Expobtb  of  N«w  Yoek  dueiko  thi  Teab  1876. — 

COKPABISOirS   WITH   FOBHSB  YSABS. 

Iffiporii, 

Keceipts  of  Certain  Leading  Articles  of  Domestic  Produce  at 
New  York  for  the  Years — 


Athei       

Breadstuflfs— 

Wheat  flour 

Cora  meal 

Wheat 

Bye       

OaU 

Barley  and  barley  malt 

Peaa 

Cora 

Cotton 

Naval  Btorea— 

Cnide  tarpentine 

SpiritB  of  turpentine  . . 

Rofiin 

Tar       

Pitch 

PrOTiaions — 

Pork 

Beef 

Cat  meats 

Butter 

Cheese 

Lard     ..  i 

Whkkcy   !".         !!        !'. 
Tobacco    . . 

{ 

Hopa         

Wool        


Barrels 


Bushels 


Bales 
Barrels 


Packages 

Barrels 

Packages 


Tierces  and 
barrels 

Kegs 

Barrels 

Hogsheads 

Boxes  and 
cases 

Bales 


1873. 


6,984 

3,546,568 

228,498 

88,659,870 

992,447 

11,236,420 

2,448,526 

178,075 

24,589,845 

994,529 

10,954 

69,086 

534,439 

39,297 

2,293 

180,163 

39,468 

662,702 

951,932 

2,032,289 

I    406,579 

31,901 
200,886 
112,536 

I    175,080 

18,644 
98,868 


1874. 


8,824 

4,017,207 

178,776 

41,817,216 

692,114 

10,792,919 

2,776,026 

583,069 

29,829,000 

991,272 

12,606 

76,609 

585,166 

46,611 

3,780 

152,216 

64,944 

385,798 

980,863 

2,038,240 

886,973 

38,088 
185,410 
125,090 

268,623 

37,782 
76,110 


1875. 


7,689 

3,940,272 

129,861 

84,214,786 

801,664 

10,686.077 

4,707,864 

687,086 

22,485,707 

819,080 

8,871 

67,056 

504,085 

22,901 

968 

162,287 
45,791 

365,120 
1,083,022 
2,821,879 

286,617 

14,664 

157,091 

47,289 

185,568 

47,241 
81,489 
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Exports. 

ExpoBTB  from  New  York  to  Foreign  Porta  of  Certain  Leading  Articles 
of  Domestic  Produce  for  the  Tears — 


1878. 

1874. 

1875, 

Aflhes- 

Pot 

Barrels 

1,880 

2,012 

8,082 

Pewl 

i»           •  • 

149 

210 

S80 

Beeiwax 

Lbs. 

191,241 

.  159,861 

101,655 

Breadsiofik— 

Whaat  floor.. 

Barrels 

1,655,881 

2,177,608 

1,954,130 

Bye  flour    . . 

>» 

8,249 

8,478 

5,745 

Cora  meal  .. 

»            •  • 

176,756 

168,608 

173,402 

Wheat 

Bushels     . . 

27,801,829 

84,791,249 

26,192,693 

Bye..         ..         .. 

*f           •  • 

1,069,148 

641,661 

206,898 

Oats 

»i            •  • 

49,710 

122,528 

188,752 

Barley 

n                 •  • 

19,876 

8.560 

1,505 

Peas 

f» 

143,518 

468,198 

496,042 

Com 

ti                  •  • 

15,587,627 

19,000,995 

12,938,740 

Candles 

Boxes 

60,850 

54,864 

52,570 

Cool 

Tons 

51,577 

61,016 

34,518 

Cotton 

Bales 

601,971 

571,658 

452,546 

Hay 

>i           •  • 

28,887 

28,256 

44,588 

Hops 

)*            •  • 

8,965 

18,174 

22,355 

Naval  Stores- 

erode  turpentine  .. 

Barrels 

862 

822 

12 

Spirits  turpentine  . . 

ft           •  • 

19,985 

10,941 

11,983 

Bosin 

i>           •  • 

896,858 

883,548 

308,541 

Tkr 

it           •  • 

27,690 

26,520 

7,414 

Pitch 

#» 

8,459 

5,596 

3,242 

Oils- 

Whale 

Gallons     . . 

64,878 

81,989 

111,027 

^Mrm 

n 

445,094 

486,573 

704,191 

Lard 

»f                '  • 

218,482 

65,634 

47,309 

Linseed      . . 

f* 

20,984 

19,879 

4,590 

Petroleum 

J1                •  • 

140,658,958 

188,420,880 

129,540,139 

Provisions  - 

Pork 

Barrels      . . 

197,445 

178,070 

170,982 

Beef 

tf           •  • 

41,455 

40,816 

40,068 

. »    •  •         •  •         •  • 

Tierces 

87,384 

53,212 

47,373 

Cut  meats  .. 

Lbs. 

819,854,801 

222,480,848 

180,242,917 

Butter 

i» 

3,686,188 

4,611,896 

4,226,976 

Cheese        .. 

>»            '  • 

88,860,349 

94,102,050 

92,080,950 

Lard 

}f            •  • 

184,175,568 

139,982,979 

119,097,155 

Bice 

Tierces 

651 

44 

149 

}«      t  •         •  •         •  ( 

Barrels      . . 

30,194 

48,286 

86,679 

Tallow 

Lbs. 

61,649,800 

56,640,728 

41,552,143 

Tobacco— 

Crode 

Packages  .. 

159,561 

177,508 

109,762 

Manufactured 

Lbs. 

8,680,468 

8,808,155 

6,410,626 

Whalebone     . . 

»           •  • 

148,582 

164,825 

224,578 
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British  Tbipe. 

Ihpobts  from  Great  Britain  and  British  Possessions  at  the  Port 
of  New  York  in  1876. 

The  imports  at  the  port  of  New  York  from  Great  Britain  and 
British  possessions  abroact  during  1876— a  detailed  statement  of  which 
is  sabjomed — amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  116,322,366  dol.,  which, 
compared  with  the  imports  in  1874  (128,206,883  doL),  sliow  a  decrease 
of  about  10  per  cent. 

TiiPOBTS  from  Great  Britain  and  British  Possessions  in  1875. 

Dollara. 

England 87,925,451 

Scotland 9,448,788 

Ireland 684,849 

Gibraltar   ..         ..  1,924 

NoTa  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  Prince  Edward's  Island   . .  292,115 

Quebec 81,709 

Newfoundland  and  Labrador 61,128 

British  West  Indies  and  Honduras 3,217,885 

British  Guiana 519,811 

British  East  Indies          10,549,025 

Hong  Kong ..  875,182 

British  Possessions  in  Africa  and  adjacent  Islands     . .     '   . .  618,208 

„               „            AustraUa           1,087,758 

all  others           14,538 

Total  imports 115,822,866 

Exports  from  the  Port  of  New  York  to  Great  Britain  and  British 
Possessions  in  1875. 

The  total  amount  of  the  exports  from  New  York  to  Great  Biitain 
and  British  possessions  during  the  year  1876  was  206,480,826  dol., 
against  210,990,493  dol.  in  1874,  showing  a  decrease  of  4,610,168  dol, 
or  about  2  per  cent. 
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Det  Goods  Teadb  tm  1875, 

The  total  importation  of  dry  gooda  at  tbia  port  during  the  year 
1875  was  as  follows,  compared  with  former  years : — 


1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

187S. 

HAnn&ctoresofwool         

„             cotton      

*ait 

„              flax           

Dol. 

40,790,291 
25,601,965 
36,380,884 
17,293,523 
12.264,492 

Dol. 
42,794,886 
28,345,694 
35,094,096 
19,085,811 
11,511,675 

Dol. 
87,999,047 
25,143,673 
26,132,541 
16,191,011 
8,694,193 

Dot 

34,278,882 
22,189,783 
26,856,883 
15,067,826 
8,676,279 

80,724.<W2 
21,007,900 
»,9U.480 
13,458,699 
8,615.874 

Total 

132,331,155 

136,831,612 

114,160,465 

106,520,453 

99,816,025 

Manufactures  of  Wool- 
Entered  for  consumption . 
„        warehovse 

For  1874    . 


Dollars. 

19,824,097 
11,400,095 


Dollars. 


30,724,192 
84,278,962 


Manufactures  of  Cotton — 
Entered  for  consumption . 
,f       warehouse     . 

For  1874    . 


15,865,269 
6,192,607 


21,057,866 
25,289,758 


Manufactures  of  Silk- 
Entered  for  consumption . 
„       warehouse 

For  1874    . 


20,134,424 
5,282,975 


25,959,400 
26,858,883 


ManufMtures  of  Flax- 
Entered  for  consumption . 
„        warehouse 

For  1874    , 


8,222,258 
6,286,441 


18,458,699 

15,065,826 


Miscellaneous  Dry  Goods— 
Entered  for  consumption. 
„        warehouse 

For  1874    . 


7,047,724 
1,568,144 


8,615,868 
8,846.981 


Total- 
Entered  for  consumption. .         . .     70,598,762 
„        warehouse      ..         ..     29^222,263 

99,816,025 

For  1874 106,520,405 

Decrease  in  1875 6,604,880 


Whilst  the  eutriea  of  dry  goods  in  1875  ahow  a  considerable 
decrease  from  those  of  previous  years,  the  supply,  aside  from  a  few 
specialties  which  happened  to  be  scarce  at  times,  was  fully  equal  to  the 
demand.  Importers  buying  very  cautiously  from  Europe  were  yet  able 
to  re-assort  their  goods  &om  the  commission  houses  and  auction  rooms 
at  lower  rates  than  those  at  which  they  could  have  imported  them. 
The  additional  tariff  of  10  per  cent,  produced  its  results  in  attempts  to 
defraud  the  revenue,  enabling  the  implicated  parties  to  undersea  and 
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break  the  markets  to  the  detriment  of  honest  merchants.  In  woollens 
several  failures  occurred  of  importers,  and  but  little,  if  any  profit,  was 
made  during  the  year.  In  the  fall  a  line  of  6-4  goods  for  overcoatings, 
made  of  calf's  hair,  was  imported,  and  very  heavy  sales  were  bargained 
for ;  but  their  distribution  was  stopped  on  the  pretext  that  they  were 
"woollen"  by  the  United  States  authorities,  notwithstanding  assur- 
ances from  the  most  respectable  merchants  that  they  were  not  subject 
to  the  duty  on  woollens,  and  did  not  contain  a  particle  of  wool.  TJlti- 
mately  the  Government  withdrew  from  its  position,  and  the  fabrics  had 
a  large  sale. 

DoMxsTio  Dbt  Goods  Tbape. 

In  some  respects  this  branch  of  business  has  been  more  satisfactory 
in  1876  than  in  the  preceding  year;  still,  during  the  early  months  of 
1875,  there  were  many  disturbing  elements  which  interrupted  opera- 
tions by  checking  consumption  in  the  middle  and  eastern  States. 
There  were  serious  troubles  among  the  labourers  in  the  coal  and  iron 
regions  of  Pennsylvania,  and  at  one  time  nearly  100,000  were  out  of 
employment  there,  and  non-consumers  for  many  months.  Protracted 
strikes  also  occurred  at  manufacturing  centres  in  New  England  which 
entailed  extreme  poverty  upon  many  thousands  of  families,  who  were 
compelled  to  exercise  the  most  rigid  economy.  The  spring  trade,  too, 
was  retarded  by  the  severity  of  the  weatlier.  But  the  fall  trade,  though 
retarded  somewhat  by  the  legacy  of  distrust  left  by  the  panic,  gradu- 
ally showed  an  increasing  business  with  all  sections  of  the  country, 
although  buyers  were  very  cautious,  purchasing  only  from  time  to  time 
in  such  quantities  as  were  needed  for  their  current  trade.  The  aggre- 
gate distribution  of  domestic  goods  was  greater  in  quantity  than  in 
1874,  and,  in  spite  of  the  much  lower  prices,  nearly  equal  to  that  year 
in  value. 

The  west  and  north-west  had  the  means,  from  exceptionally  large 
crops,  of  making  considerable  purchases.  The  south  and  south-west 
had  improved  politically  and  socially,  and  were  even  moderately  pros- 
perous, and  the  Califomian  traders  were,  as  usual,  ready  buyers.  This 
much  can  be  said  for  the  "jobbing  "  and  commission  business  in  New 
York,  but  manufacturing  interests  had  to  meet  a  constant  shrinkage  in 
values,  out  of  proportion  to  the  cost  and  labour  und  raw  material.  The 
supply  of  cotton  goods  was  redundant,  and  the  surplus  of  certain 
makers  became  so  unwieldly,  that  foreign  markets  had  to  be  sought  as 
an  outlet,  with  some  success,  as  shown  in  the  following  table:— 
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dS2  UNITED  STATES. 

ExpoBT  of  Domestic  Cotton  Goods  from  New  York  ia  1875. 


Bales. 

Gases. 

To  Canada 

Liverpool 

Cuba        

Hayti       

Yenesnela 

GlMgOW 

Ci8  Alpine  Republic 

China 

British  North  American  Colonies 

PortoRico          

Japan 

Hull        

Gibraltar 

British  West  Indies        

Africa 

Mexico 

Brazil       ..         ..        

Danish  West  Indies       

Hamburgh 

Argentine  Republic        

Dutch  West  Indies         

British  East  Indies        

Central  America 

Smyrna 

Chili         

Bremen 

British  Honduras           

Havre 

New  Grenada 

London .. 

British  Australia           

French  West  Indies       

Antwerp 

Peru         

British  Guiana 

Canary  Islands 

Rotterdam           

26 

5,890 

804 

2,894 

1,470 

89 

78 

11,205 

685 

96 

187 

7 

827 

2,622 

1,259 

6,811 

229 

482 

1,080 

226 

175 

69 

848 

196 

298 

86 

1,627 

868 

•  • 
81 

866 
11 
82 

98 

1,624 

88 

"n 

50 

*21 

"8 

*20 

18 

•  • 

25 

188 

1 

242 

68 

2 

'is 

48 

1*48 
85 
14 

106 

1 
1 

'8 

Total 

88,298 

2,715 

Total  bales  and  cases  exported : — 

Number. 

1875        41,008 

1874        28,047 

1878        17,584 

1872        18,046 

1871        17,049  . 

1870        14,485 

1869        .. 21,047 

1868        26,048 

1867        18,875 

Tbe  heaviest  exports  were  made  to  China,  and  singularly  enough 
the  next  heaviest  were  made  to  Great  Britain  (some  7,892  packages  of 
brown  and  bleached  cottonsi  &c.). 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  Rpindles  and  the  consump- 
tion of  cotton  for  1875  and  preceding  years  in  the  United  States: — 


Spindles. 

Yam 
Average. 

Average 
per  Spindle. 

Total  consumption. 

T.hA 

Bales. 

1875.  Korth.. 
„     South  .. 

9,057,648 
481,281 

28-42 
12-67 

66-25 
140-57 

509,009,613 
67,783,140 

1,097,001 
145,079 

9,589,864 

27-60 

60-46 

676,742,763 

1,242,080 

1874.  North.. 
„     South  .. 

8,927,764 
487,629 

28-66 
12-5 

56-86 
122-68 

607,790,099 
69,793,774 

1,094,887 
128,626 

9,116,888 

27-78 

60-29 

567,588,878 

1,222,913 

1870.  North.. 
„     South  .. 

6,861,779 
262,221 

28J 
12i 

58-87 
124-28 

•  • 

. . 

7,114,000 

281 

52-98 

.. 

•• 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  iucrease  in  the  number  of  spindles  last  year 
has  been  merely  nominal,  while  the  consumption  of  cotton  is  about 
20,000  bales  in  excess  of  that  of  1874.  The  following  shows  the  move* 
mcnt  of  spinners'  stocks  for  a  series  of  years : — 


Bales    ... 
Bales     ... 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1875. 

Taken  by  Kortbem  mills 

„       Soiithem   , 

977,540 
120,000 

i,oes,465 

187,662 

1,117,417 
128,626 

1,062,522 
145,079 

Added  to  mill  stock  during  year 
Bednction  mill  stock 

1,097,540 
40^000 

1,201,127 

adjooo 

1,305,948 
83,030 

1,207,601 
M,479 

Actual  consumption  of  miUs      

1,137,540 

1,251,127 

1,222,913 

1,242,080 

The  following  shows  the  kinds  and  quantities  of  cotton  goods  manu- 
factured in  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending  Julj  1st,  1875 : — 


Lbs.      ... 
Yards    .. 

Number 

Quantities. 

Character  of  Goods. 

Northern 
States. 

Southern 
States. 

Total. 

Threads,  yards,  and  twines     

Sheetings,  shirtings,  and  similar  plain  goods 
Twilled  and  fiincy  goods,  Osnaburg's,  Jeans,  Ac.  ... 

Print  cloths        

Cfinghams 

Ducis       

»«•         

64,000,000 
634,000,000 
226,000,000 
749,000,000 
85,000,000 
28,000,000 
10,000,000 

19.000,000 
92,000,000 
21,000,000 

88,000,000 
726,000,000 
247,000,000 
749,000,000 
85,000,000 
28,000,000 
10,000,000 
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584  inriT£0  STATES. 

Prices  December  15tb,  1875,  as  compared  with  1874,  as  follows : 


Standard  sheetings 
„      drills   .. 
Mid  Upland  cotton 
64  by  64  print  cloths 
Kerrimack  prints 


1874. 


101 
111 

I* 


1875. 


9! 
lOi 

7i 


The  close  of  the  year  finds  United  States  mills  at  work  on  contracts 
for  cotton  goods  already  sold  for  deliyery  to  Manchester  at  prices 
which  equal  any  profits  to  be  obtained  from  the  market  here. 

The  closing  prices  of  the  year  for  raw  cotton  were,  in  this  port — 


Uplands. 

Alabama. 

Kew  Orleans. 

Texas. 

Ordinary 

m 

lot 

lot 

m 

Strict  ordinary  .. 

io« 

io« 

io« 

io« 

Good  ordinary    . . 

lit 

"A 

in 

!51* 

ia» 

Strict  good  ordinary 

Low  middling    . . 

12« 

1211 

12tf 

12H 

Strict  low  middling 

18A 

18A 

18A 

ISA 

Middling 

ISA 

13A 

m 

134 

Good  middling  .. 

18« 

ISU 

"A 

i*A 

Strict  good  middling     . . 

"A 

"A 

l*A 

i*A 

Middling  fair     .. 

HA 

IH* 

IHf 

im 

Pair         

16A 

i«A 

15H 

im 

Silks. 

The  report  of  the  Silk  Association  of  America  gives  the  imports  of 
raw  silk  for  1875  at  New  Tork  and  San  Francisco  at  1,830,482  lbs., 
against  806,774  lbs.  for  1874.  These  two  ports  have  absorbed  almost 
the  entire  raw  silk  imports  of  the  country.  The  number  of  bales  and 
cases  of  silk  received  to  July  1  was  6,148,  and  pierced  cocoons  387 
bales.  Merchants  here  have  begun  to  realize  the  advantages  of  the 
home  market  for  domestic  silk  products  in  enabling  them  to  select  or 
order  such  shades,  styles,  and  widths  as  may  be  fashionable  at  the 
moment,  instead  of  overstocking  themselves  with  imported  goods. 
Consequently,  although  the  number  of  looms .  has  been  much  increased, 
piece  goods,  fancy  silks,  scarfs,  neck-tie  silks,  &c.,  met  with  ready  sale. 
The  passage  of  the  "Little  Tariff"  bill  by  Congress,  placing  a  duty  of 
60  per  cent,  upon  certain  makes  of  ribbons,  gave  an  impetus  to  the 
ribbon  trade  which  was  kept  up,  and  resulted  in  very  satisfactory  prices 
during  the  year.  The  manufacture  of  dress  trimmings  has  increased  in 
the  last  twelve  months  fully  40per  cent. 

The  importations  at  New  York,  coming  under  the  general  head  of 
manufactures  of  silk,  amounted  during  the  year  to  25,259,400  dol. 
(gold),  against  26,358,883  dol.  for  1874,  and  26,231,571  dol.  for  1873. 
They  comprise  piece  silks,  velvets,  ribbons,  laces,  crapes,  cravats, 
hosiery,  trimmings,  and  various  mixed  fabrics  of  silk  and  wool,  or  silk 
and  cotton,  silk  being  the  chief  item  of  value.  Of  silk,  the  imports 
were  of  the  value  of  12,639,397  dol. ;  of  ribbons,  2,984,721  dol. ;  and  of 
silk  and  cotton,  2,313,654  dol. 
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AooBEOATE  Imports  of  Dry  Goods  at  this  Port  for  a  Series  of  Years. 

Dollars. 

1849 44,486,571 

1860 80,106,S76 

.  1861 62,846,731 

1862 61,654,144 

1863 98,704,211 

1864 80,842,986 

1856 64,974,062 

1856 98,862,898 

1867 90,684,129 

1868 60,164,609 

1859 118,162,624 

I860 108,927,100 

1861 48,686,689 

1862 66,121,227 

1868..    67,274,647 

1864 71,689,762 

1866 91,966,188 

1866 126,222,866 

1867 86,268,648 

1868 80.906,884 

1869 94,726,417 

1870 109,498,628 

1871 182,480,777 

1872 186,881,612 

1878 114,268,688 

1874 106,620,406 

1876 92,816,026 


BA.TE8   OF  EXCHAKGE,   PbEKIUII   OK   GOLB,   SCC. 

Foreign  exchange  closed  as  follows : — 


Prime  banker's  sterling  bills  on  London 
Good  bankex's  and  fine  eommercial 

Qood  commercial 

Documentaiy  commercial 

Paris,  francs  , 

Antw^,  francs 

Swiss,  francs  • . 

Amsterdam,  guilders , 

Hamburgh,  reichsmark    . . 

Frankfort  „  ..         ..         . 

Bremen  „  

Berlin  „  


Sixty  days. 


Dol.  c. 


84 

88i 

82 

81 

174 

17i 

174 

40f 

m 

96i 
95i 
96i 


Dol.   c. 
to  4    844 


84i 

88 

82 

16 

16 

16 

m 

964 
964 
964 
964 


Three  days. 


Dol.  c.      Dol.  c. 

4     884  to  4    884 


874 

86 

86 

14* 

14* 

14f 

401 

964 

964 

964 

964 


88 

87 

86 

114 

114 

llj 

40i 

96} 

96$ 

96i 

961 


DlSOOUHTS. 


Doable  named,  1st  dass 

good    .. 

Single  named,  1st  dass 

„  good    .. 

,,  not  so  ▼ell  known 


Currency  Paper. 


Sixty  days. 


64  to    7 
7         74 

7  74 

8  9 

9  10 


Four  months. 


6ito    7 
7  8 

7         74 
9        10 
10        12 
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SixTT  DATS  Gold  Papib. 

Dollars. 

Double  named,  prime 6^  to  7 

Single  named,  good .8         9 


Price  of  Gold. 


reached  it? 
on  Jaauar^ 


The  premium  on  gold  during  1875  opened  at  12|, 
highest  point,  17|,  on  October  5th,  its  lowest  price,  llf, 
5th,  closing  with  the  year  at  13. 

The  foflowiug  table  shows  the  fluctuations  ia  the  price  of  gold  at 
New  York  since  1862,  the  year  in  which  specie  payments  were 
suspended : — 


1875 
1874 
1878 
1872 
1871 
1870 
1869 
1868 
1867 
1866 
1865 
1864 
1868 
1862 


IiOw«Btper 

Higheat  per 

cent  premium. 

cent,  pieminm. 

llf 
9 

171 
141 

et 

•m 

8i 

16» 

8t 

151 

10 

28i 

19* 

«i 

82* 

60 

82 

461 

26 

671 

281 

1841 

6U 

185 

22i 

72* 

par. 

87 

CoifPABATIYE  PbICES   OF   PeODUCE. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  prices  of  the  under-mentioned 
articles  of  produce  in  this  market  on  the  1st  of  January  for  the  last  five 
years : — 


1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

Aahes- 

Dol.  c. 

Dol.  c. 

Pol.  e. 

Dol.  c. 

DoL  c. 

PotB 

100  lbs. 

8    62i 

8    50 

7    00 

6    60 

6    00 

Pearls 

tt 

11     00 

, , 

8    75 

r    00 

Breadstuffg— 

Wheat  flour,  State     . . 

Barrel 

6     40 

6     25 

6    00 

4    60 

4    85 

Western 

» 

6     40 

6    26 

6    00 

4    60 

4    85 

Rye  flour 

tf 

4    60 

4    70 

6    75 

4    75 

5    00 

Com  meal,  Brandywine 

}) 

4     20 

8    80 

4    60 

4    75 

8    90 

Wheat,  No.  1  spring  . . 

Bushel 

1     50 

1     67 

1     65 

1     25 

1     80 

Rye,  Western  . . 

>» 

0    91 

0    98 

1     00 

0    95 

0    90 

Oats,  State 

ft 

0    58 

0    52 

0    60 

0    71 

0    50 

„     Western 

0    54 

0    49 

0    60 

0    70 

0    49 

Com,  old  western,  mixed 

it 

0    78 

0    66 

0    84 

0    97 

0    71 

„     new  Southern  . . 

0    77 

0    75 

, . 

0    90 

0    W 

Cotton- 

Middling  upland 

Lb. 

0    20 

0    20i 

0     16| 
0    161 

0    14i 

0  m 

„        Orleans      .. 

ft 

0    20} 

0    21 

0    14i 

0  IZ^ 

Fish— 

Drycod 

Quintal 

5    21 

5    75 

5    50 

6    00 

6    00 

No.  1  bay  mackerel  . . 

Barrel 

18    00 

18    00 

16    00 

11     50 

19    00 
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1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

18 

7  5. 

1876. 

Dol 

c. 

Dol. 

c. 

Dol 

c. 

Dol 

.  c. 

Dol.  c. 

Frails— 

Baisin^  layers. . 

Box 

8 

80 

2 

05 

2 

45 

2 

85 

2    80 

Cnrranta 

Lb. 

0 

08 

0 

061 

0 

06i 

0 

064 

0    7» 

Hay,  shipping    . . 

100  lbs. 

1 

85 

1 

15 

1 

00 

0 

70 

0    80 

Hemp,  Manilla  •. 

Lb. 

0*18i 

0  •lOf 

0  ♦0941 

0  •08 

0    •74 

Hops       

$} 

0 

60 

0 

55 

0 

40 

0 

48 

0    15 

Iron — 

Scotch  pig      '. . 

Ton 

•84 

00 

48 

00 

42 

00 

88 

00 

82    00 

American  pig . . 

)} 

86 

00 

50 

00 

85 

00 

24 

00 

28    00 

Laths      ..         .. 

1.000 

Lb. 

8 

50 

2 

60 

1 

90 

1 

70 

1     60 

Lead,  foreign  .. 

5 

95 

6 

65* 

6 

75* 

6 

90* 

7    00« 

Leather- 

Hemlock  sole,  light  .. 

ft 

0 

26 

0 

28 

0 

28 

0 

27 

0    25 

Oak  sole,  light 

ft 

0 

87 

0 

89 

• 

• 

0 

88 

0    81 

Lime,  common  Bookland 

Barrel 

1 

85 

1 

50 

1 

10 

1 

85 

1    10 

Liquors- 
Brandy 

Gallon 

4 

25» 

4 

85* 

4 

00* 

8 

75* 

4    00* 

Domestic  whiskey 

t9 

0 

93 

0 

99 

0 

97i 

0 

99 

1    U4 

Holasses- 

New  Orleans  .. 

n 

0 

54 

0 

68 

0 

77 

0 

65 

0    59 

Kayal  stores- 

Spirits  turpentine    . . 
Common  rosin 

Gallon 

0 

67 

0 

60 

0 

41 

0 

85 

0    874 

Barrel 

4 

90 

8 

60 

2 

50 

2 

10 

1    65 

Oili- 

Crade  whale   .. 

Gallon 

0 

80 

0 

70 

0 

60 

0 

65 

0    65 

„     sperm  .. 

ff 

1 

60 

1 

55 

1 

524 

1 

66 

1    65 

Linseed 

1, 

0 

74 

0 

90 

0 

87 

0 

78 

0    62 

Petroleom— 

Grade 

»p 

0 

18J 

0 

lU 

0 

051 

0 

05^ 

0      7i 

Befined  in  bond 

»> 

0 

24 

0 

274 

0 

18J 

0 

12 

0    18 

Prorisions- 

Pork,  mess     . . 

Barrel 

14 

50 

18 

25 

16 

50 

20 

50 

20    75 

Pork,  prime    . . 

pf 

12 

25 

11 

25 

18 

00 

19 

00 

19    50 

Beef- 

Flain  Western 

») 

10 

00 

12 

00 

11 

00 

10 

00 

11    00 

Prime  me« 

Tierce 

21 

00 

21 

00 

22 

00 

21 

00 

28    00 

Hams,  ex.   •• 

Barrel 

28 

00 

80 

00 

25 

00 

22 

00 

22    00 

Hams,  pickled 

Lb. 

0 

091 

0 

09i 

0 

10 

0 

11 

0    124 

Shonlders,  pickled     . . 

}f 

0 

05 

0 

054 

0 

07 

0 

074 

0      84 

Laid,  Westera 

f9 

0 

091 

0 

07f 

8 

m 

0 

181 

0    12{ 

Butter,  Western 

ff 

0 

15 

0 

16 

0 

29 

0 

29 

0    26 

„      prime  State  .. 

n 

0 

82 

0 

82 

0 

86 

0 

88 

0    81 

Cheese,  fine  fiactory  .. 

St 

0 

m 

0 

14i 

0 

141 

0 

151 

0    18i 

Bice,  good 

100  lbs. 

0 

08i 

0 

08i 

0 

08| 

0 

071 

0      7 

Salt- 

Liyerpool  ground 

Sack 

1 

45 

1 

50 

1 

25 

1 

25 

1    10 

„         Ashton's   .. 

9t 

2 

95 

8 

25 

8 

00 

2 

85 

a    50 

Seeds,  clorer 

Lb. 

0 

lU 

0 

09i 

0 

094 

0 

104 

0    18i 

SugaJ^— 
Cuba,  raw 

ff 

0 

11 

0 

09i 

0 

07f 

0 

08 

0      8 

Befined  hards  •  •        •  • 

99 

0 

12i 

0 

12i 

0 

104 

0 

101 

0    lOi 

Tallow 

9> 

0 

09i 

0 

081 

0 

071 

0 

08i 

0    10 

Wool,  Ohio  fleece 

» 

0 

70 

0 

70 

0 

55 

0 

6? 

0    49 

•Gold. 
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Israr  Tmaam. 

Beleivnoe  was  nmde  in  mj  report  for  1874  to  the  prostration  of 
iron  interestSy  coDBeqnent  upon  oyer  production  under  the  stimulos  of 
excessive  speculation  and  or  a  protective  tariff;  and  it  was  shown  thast 
t^ere  couU  he  no  improvement  until  at  leaat  one-half  of  the  fimiaees 
in*  the  country  w^ere  blown  out  and  remained  idle  for  some  mootiiB. 
Also,  that  the  best  hope  of  the  iron  marten  for  the  future  was  in  a 
more  econonucal  working  out  of  details^  and  in  the  opening  of  foie^ 
markets  for  surplus  production.  The  correctness  of  these  viewa  is  WM 
pov9d  hj  a  mosthly  taUe  of  prices  of  irae,  per  ton,  in  Hsw  Xark 
fcriigl875. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SEW  TOBE. 


M» 


i 


I 

5 


III    nv     mtf 


O 


I 


0< 


lis 


GCOCO        COCOCOOO9OOOOOCO0OCO 


Q  «D  «D  «0  «D«0 


1^  - 


l?5g3 


^OOCOOOOOOOOOOi^OO 

I* 


00  CO 


C  00  CO  w  00  CO 

If 


S-^  to  04  O  O  O'O  O  O 

•octet  cocoooeoeoeo 

35         3S-S 


SSooS       Sq4o«SSS 


•  ^        COCOCQCOOOOO        .^gi 

|5S5       _^^8SS88 

^8        S  00  2  CO  S  00 


-si.-.  •  •  •  'slSvB 


d 
:< 


2  b2 

Digitized  by  CjOOQlC 


690 


MSiTKD  STATES. 


As  in  the  preceding  year,  railroads  were  but  small  purchasers  of 
iron.  The  millowners  in  the  past  year  were  badly  victimized  with 
bonds  and  other  securities,  and  would  now  prefer  to  close  their  work» 
rather  than  sell  for  anything  but  cash  or  undoubted  guarantee.  So 
that  new  schemes,  unfmished  roads,  repairs  to  roads  in  financial  diffi- 
culties, although  making  large  inquiries  for  iron,  have  had  none  of  their 
offers  accepted.  And  there  has  been  no  inducement  for  any  specula- 
tive  demand,  though  that  undoubtedly  existed  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year. 

An  examination  of  the  following  table  showing  the  comparatiye 
invoice  price  per  ton  in  Pennsylvania  of  the  articles  named  from 
August  1st,  1858,  to  August  Ist,  1875,  shows  the  prices  of  to-day  are 
the  lowest  for  17  years : — 


Date. 

Bar  Iron. 

Mack 
Bar. 

Pig  Iron. 

Wrought 
Scrap. 

Billeti. 

Fagots. 

▲QfUSt  Ist,  1858         .»       

„         1859          

1860          

»          1861           

Dol.  c. 
64    25 
58    12 
56    55 
58    00 

Dol.  c. 
88    00 
88    00 
40    00 
40    00 

Dol.  c. 
24    00 
27    00 
26    00 
23    00 

Dol.  c. 
30    00 
80    00 
80    00 
80    00 

liK>l.  c 
None. 
45    00 
42    50 
42    50 

DoL   c 
38    00 

None. 
40    00^ 
40    00 

▲▼enges  of  four  yews  of  specie^ 
pafments  preceding  the  war.        } 

57    98 

89    00 

25    12 

80    00 

43    38 

39    38- 

▲ngiut  15th,  1862       

7tb,  1868       

September  Ist,  1864    

March  1st,  1865 

59    65 
88    75 

170    00 
185    00 

Kone. 
61    60 
100    00 
90    00 

82    00 
Kone. 
78    00 
68    00 

30    00 
40    00 
70    00 
60    00 

50    00 

None. 

125    00 

110    00 

40    00 
61    60- 

None. 

None. 

Averages  of  four  years'  war,  specie') 
paysienta  tospeiided.                  S 

112    00 

88    87 

59    88 

50    00 

95    00 

50    80 

AnguBt  19th,  1865       

March  1st,  1866 

April  1st,  1867 

May  1st,  1868 

„         1869    4..         •■.         ...         ... 

;,        1870 

June  1st,  1871 

August  Ist,  1872*        

,,         1878          

1874          

.           1875          

95    00 
110    00 
100    00 
88    70 
76    48 
76    60 
76    00 
100    00 
71    50 
55    00 
50    00 

None. 
72    00 
70    00 
55    00 
57    00 
67    00 

55  00 
75    00 

56  00 
40    00 
86    00 

45    00 
55    00 

47    00 
40    00 
40    00 
None. 
35    00 
45    00 
85    00 
None. 
21    00 

40    00 
50    00 
50    00 
42    50 
40    00 

37  50 
35    45 
45    00 

38  00 
25    00 
25    OO 

70    00 
90    00 
80    00 
68    00 
68    00 
65    50 
65    00 
75    00 
58    00 
42    00 
40    00 

None. 
80    00 

75  00 
60    00 
60    i» 
60    0(K 
60    00* 

76  00- 
58    00 
42    00 
38    00> 

*  7,000  miles  of  railroad  conatruoted  this  year. 

At  the  end  of  1874  it  was  estimated  hy  the  Secretary  of  the  Iroz^ 
and  Steel  Association  that  there  were  1,000,000  tons  of  iron  on  hand  in 
the  United  States.  It  is  believed  that  this  amount  was  not  decreased 
during  1875,  but  rather  the  reverse.  From  over  production  prices  have 
declined  until  they  have  reached  or  gone  below  the  cost  of  making  the 
iron,  yet  there  are  now  additional  furnaces  about  to  blow  in.  Under 
these  circumstances  there  could  be  little  encouragement  to  importers  of 
iron  from  England  or  Scotland,  and  in  fact  the  prices  obtained  were 
frequently  less  than  the  cost  of  impo^atiun.  During  a  portion  of  the 
season  considerable  iron  was  sent  to  New  York,  on  consignment,  by 
Glasgow  firms,  and  in  some  cases  came  to  inexperienced  houses,  who,, 
in  their  efibrts  to  sell,  demoralized  the  market  and  forced  a  quantity  of 
iron  into  store.  There  is  still  an  opening  in  America  for  the  sale  of 
English  iron,  but  it  will  be  found  to  consist  in  dealings  with  railroad  or 
shipbuilding  companies  who  wish  to  market  their  securities  in  exchange 
fop  the  iron. 

This  they  cannot  do  here,  but  the  large  capital  of  English  firms 
could  not,  in  many  instances,  be  better  employed  than  in  patiently 
resuscitating  some  of  their  enterprises.    Outside  of  such  operations  tte 
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«ale  here  of  foreign  iron  will  be  yearly  less,  until  (if  existing  duties  are 
<!ontinued)  in  a  ehort  time  it  may  disappear  entirely.*  The  shipments  • 
of  railroad  iron  from  Great  Britain  here  during  November  were  but 
4A  tons,  or  at  the  rate  of  less  than  600  tons  per  annum.  The  imports 
of  pig-iron  for  the  United  States  for  the  eleven  months  of  1875  ending 
November  30th,  show  an  increase  over  those  of  the  corresponding 
period  in  1874 ;  but  this  was  caused  by  speculators  unloading  here  and 
m  San  Francisco,  at  a  considerable  loss,  to  sustain  the  Glasgow  market. 
The  following  statement  gives  a  comparison  of  iron  received  in  the 
XJnited  States  from  Great  Britain  during  the  eleven  months  ending 
NTovember  30th,  1874,  and  1875  :— 


Pig  iron         

Bar,  angle,  bolt,  and  rod  iron 

Bailroad  iron,  all  sorts        

Hoops,  sheets,  boiler,  and  armour  plates  . . 

Tin  plates 

Cast    and  wrought  and  all   other  manufactares 

except  ordnance    .. 
Old  iron  for  re-manafactare . . 
Steel,  un  wrought 


Total  .. 
Decrease  in  1875 


1874. 


269,472 


1875. 


Tons. 

Tons. 

39,789 

45,188 

4,060 

3,120 

93,445 

17,755 

7,993 

10,643 

84,356 

89,060 

19,826 

7,435 

8,275 

6,876 

12,234 

9,883 

189,960 
75,512 


The  year  closes  with  a  stock  of  foreign  pig  metal  in  New  York  of 
About  1,500  tons. 


CeBEALS — ^UiriTBD  STA.TES. 

Investigation  has  shown  that  in  1873  (the  date  of  last  printed 
returns)  the  total  products  in  the  United  States  of  cereals  was 
40,693,867  tons.     Of  this  there  was  consumed  in  life  supports — 


Manufactures,  &c 

Exported  to  foreign  countries    . . 
Left  over,  unaccounted  for,  *'  waste ' 


Total 


Tons. 

24,192,999 

1,708,699 

14,792,169 

40,698,867 


Meats.'-The  total  product  for  1873  was  6,105,056  tons. 


Of  this,  consumed  in  home  life  support . 

Exported 

.  Left  over,  unaccounted  for,  "  wuste  " 


Total 


Tons. 
5,426,790 
456,861 
.     221,405 

6,105,056 


*  It  is  just  announced  from  Washington  that  a  biU  is  about  to  be  introduced  into 
Congress  by  ihe  Gbairman  of  the  Committee  on  ways  and  means,  which,  while 
reimposing  duties  on  tea  and  coffee,  calcukted  to  produce  16,000,000  dol.  revenue, 
will  reduce  the  duties  on  all  leading  imports,  which  now  pay  a  duty  of  30  per  cent, 
ad  valorem,  to  an  extent  varying  from  35  to  45  per  cent  of  existing  duties ;  and  also 
fbr  providing  for  a  large  reduction  of  the  duty  on  imported  iron  and  manufactures 
thereof,  as  well  as  placing  bituminous  coal  on  the  free  list. 
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The  tokal  ^ntotitf  of  eumAn  sad  mente 
exported  in  1878,  Uisrefore,  wm       . .  S^iefi^W 

n  to  this  is  added  other  exports,  cotton, 
tobacco,  oils,  spirits,  &c SSSJSll 

It  makes  a  total  shipment  of  8^0t0,871 

and  cerealB  and  meats  left  over  unaccounted  for  and  wasted,  ualeaa  ac^ 
fiu  88  used  for  fuel  and  manure,  to  the  extent  of  15,018,574  tons. 

This  shows  that  railroads,  outside  of  the  Yanderhilt  system,  caiuiot 
and  do  not  give  the  uecessary  cheap  transportation.  As  the  centres  of 
prodnction  extend  further  west,  and,  as  the  fact  becomes  understood, 
oon{riied  with  the  cheapness  of  iron  consequent  upon  its  over  production 
here,  efforts  will  be  made  for  cheap  water  transportation  by  iron 
steamboats  of  light  draft  and  iron  barges.  The  average  number  of 
steamboats  on  the  western  waters  for  a  number  of  years  has  been 
1,088,  with  a  tonnage  of  297,712.  In  addition  wouJil  be  required 
more  than  8,000  steamers,  tow  boats,  and  barges  nmnings  through  the 
open  seasons,  to  give  movement  to  the  surplus  products.  The  com- 
mencement and  continuation  of  such  vessel  building  industry  would 
inevitably  lead  in  the  not  distant  future  to  more  or  less  suooessful 
enterprises  on  the  ocean,  and  a  growing  competition  with  other  nationa 
in  the  carrying  trade  from  this  port. 

GxAor  Tradz — ^New  Toeic 

The  long  foretold  diminution  of  the  grain  trade  of  this  port  is 
now  a  reality.  The  lighterage  and  tranter  charges,  amounting  to- 
about  4  c.  per  bushel,  or  about  1*88  dol.  per  ton,  contrast  too  broadly 
with  the  If  c.  per  bushel,  including  ten  oays  storage,  of  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  and  Boston,  not  to  induce  shipments  to  the  latter  cities  in 
preference.  The  receipts  of  flour  and  gram  at  Montreal,  Boston,  Port- 
land, Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  New  Orleans  were  68,7iBl,695  bushels 
during  the  first  nine  months  of  1874,  and  68,445,081  bushels  during 
the  fint  nine  months  of  1875,  a  loss  of  only  886,664  bushels.  But  at 
Montreal  there  was  a  loss  in  receipts  of  grain  of  656,878  bushels,  so 
that  at  the  five  American  ports  there  was  a  small  gain.  Eeceipts  at 
New  York  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1874  were  84,166,049 
bushels,  and  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1875  only  68,284,201 
bushels,  a  loss  of  20,981,848  bushels,  nearly  one  quarter.  In  grain, 
excluding  flour,  the  loss  at  New  York  was  19,1  L8,518  bushels,  or  more 
than  one-fourth  deficiencv;  for  receipts  of  grain  alone  in  1874  were 
69,100,279  bushels,  and  in  1875  onl>  49,118,518  bushels.  But  during 
the  same  nine  months,  receipts  of  grain  alone  at  the  five  American 
ports  were  larger  than  during  the  corresponding  period  in  1874  by 
4,000,869  bushels.  Where  the  crops  are  sold,  there,  other  things  being 
equal,  will  sopplies  for  the  producers  be  purchased ;  and,  in  losing  the 
grain  trade,  New  York  will  permanently  lose  a  much  larger  part  of  its 
commerce  than  is  at  first  apparent.  The  employment  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence canals  will  yet  give  to  Montreal  advantages,  in  the  absence  of 
which,  and  in  spite  of  the  reduction  of  toUs  on  the  Erie  canals,  and 
fieight  rates  on  the  railroads  of  this  State,  she  has  maintained  her 
afi;gregate  receipts,  and  even  sligfaldy  increased  them  in  proportion  to 
the  crops  handled.  The  stock  of  grain  in  store  in  New  York  and 
Brookljix  warehouses,  at  the  dose  of  the  year,  was : — 
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December  8L 

Jannuy  % 

JsAuaiyS^ 

1875. 

1876. 

1874. 

WhMtbndMlt 

6,971,666 

8,961,046 

1,211,168 

Com 

690,195 

1,018,574 

1,180^19 

Oats 

1447,010 

909,811 

661,818 

Bul^    ..        ..        

327,234 

222,660 

209,899 

Bye        

100,741 

60,899 

769 

Pm 

8,982 

2,849 

16,768 

Malt 

290,706 

161,887 

88J66 

Total 

8,681,888 

6,311,676 

8,209,972 

The  TiaiblA  lopply  of  grain,  afc  the  principal  points  of  accumnlatioii 


Deeember  26, 
1876. 

December  26, 
1874. 

December  27, 
1878. 

Wheattediris 

Oocn      •« 

Oats       

Barley 

Bye        

17,216,967 

8,0U,888 

8,806,764 

2,616,028 

469,774 

11,798,277 

8,998,688 

2,647,146 

2,860,066 

222,418 

9,269,204 
6,814,184 
2,178,181 
1,929,016 
286,860 

Total.. 

26,601,466 

20,906,640 

19,412,896 

ExTOST  of  Bread  Stnffii  from  the  Fnited  States  to  Ghreat  Britain 
and  Ireland  since  1st  December,  1875. 


lYom— 

Dates. 

Flour. 

Meal. 

Wheat. 

Com. 

]««irToric    ^       

New  Orleans 

BfeMmoTt    M.       

Other  ports... 

Jaaoary  4 
Deeember  29  ... 

"    S ::: 

UteatdMi    ... 

... 

Barrels. 
«4,787 

8,2«6 
18,690 
17,849 

48,706 

BarreU. 
480 

300 

Bnsheli. 
7,847,684 

1,100,094 

864.786 

41,791 

6,009,192 

Bushels. 
4.697,666 

1^184,990 

2,032,156 

400,402 

TMai,lfl7S-76    ...        ... 

Total,  1874^6    

417,202 
a86,095 

780 
100 

14,863,446 
21.614,036 

8,196,214 
4,390,134 

Increase  ... 
Oeoeaaa  ... 

51,207 

680 

.M 

7,»i,W0 

3,805,080 

TM«!,l8TS-74    

Total,  187S-74    

S21,605 
246,12ft 

200 
224 

21,882,986 
12,956,056 

7.681,331 

Gbatt  GhBADnre. 

With  tba  yiew  of  fiKilitatuig  the  is^ietj  of  grain  wntfine  by  rail 
at  the  port  of  New  York,  the  iDembera  of  the  Norn  York  ttteek 
Exchange  have  recently  laid  down  certain  mlea  under  which  grain  of 
the  same  kind  and  grade^  without  regard  to  Gwser4hip,  mi^  be  Mt 
together  by  the  railroad  companiea  m  warehouses,  koats,  or  other 
iseceptadea  for  that  purpose,  after  the  erain  batt  been  inspected,  graded, 
and  weighed  hj  inq^eeton  appointed  by  the  Prodoce  Eichange,  in 
accocdanoe  with  the  reenlationa  referred  to.  These  rules,  however,  do 
not  deprive  sbinpftra  who  may  prefinr  to  preserre  the  identity  of  their 
grain  of  the  rignt  to  do  so.    Standard  samples  of  each  grade  of  grain 
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are  kept  at  the  Produce  Exchange,  in  case  of  dispute  arising  as  to  the 
inspector's  determination  of  grade  of  any  particular  lot.  The  compen- 
sation for  inspection  is  at  a  rate  per  car  nxed  hy  the  Exchange,  and  is 
payable  weekly  by  the  consignees.  On  all  sales  of  graded  grain,  the 
tender  to  the  buyer  of  guaranteed  certificates  issued  by  the  railway 
companies,  spedifying  grade  and  quantity,  constitutes  a  delivery  of  the 
grain  as  between  sellers  and  buyers,  excepting  under  certain  contin- 
gencies specified  in  the  rules;  and  on  the  presentation  of  these 
certificates  to  the  raihroad  companies  by  the  purchaser,  the  grain  is 
delivered. 

The  kinds  of  grain  graded  are.  wheat,  corn,  oats,  rye,  barley,  and 
peas. 

Tliis  new  system  of  grading,  which  has  thus  far  been  tested  more 
particularly  in  regard  to  com,  seems  to  meet  with  general  approval  on 
the  part  of  the  dealers,  and  give  promise  of  successful  operation,  buyers 
as  well  as  receivers  having  already  come  to  prefer  the  graded  to  the 
ungraded  stock — of  which  latter  it  is  reportea  that  there  is  but  little — 
now  offered  by  sample.  The  new  system  must,  however,  have  a  longer 
trial  before  any  decidad  opinion  can  be  expressed  as  to  its  practical 
working  and  efficiency,  but  there  can  bo  no  doubt  that,  if  successful,  it 
will  be  a  great  improvement  upon  the  old  and  expensive  method  of 
handling  and  delivering  grain,  which  has  been  a  serious  drawback  to 
the  development  of  the  trade  at  this  port. 

Gtbaut  Teade  op  Buffalo. 

The  grain  movement  at  Buffalo  the  past  season,  considering  the 
anomalies  in  the  trade,  may  be  considered  very  favourabe. 

There  has  been  a  falling  off  in  the  receipts  both  by  lake  and  rail,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  following  statements  ox  business  from  the  opening 
of  navigation  to  November  30 : — 


By  Lake- 
Flour  . . 
Grain.. 

By  Kail— 
Flour . . 
Grain  • . 


Barrels 
Buflhels 

Barrels 
BuBhels 


1875. 


966,498 
61,289,857 

1,812,008 
18,446,980 


1874. 


1,811,402 
54,967,687 

1,625,812 
24,859,420 


The  aggregate  receipts  are  thus  2,279,299  barrels  of  flour  as  against 
2,037,214  last  season,  and  70,786,287  bushels  of  grain  against 
79,827,057. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  receipts  this  year  have  been  received  vi& 
the  international  bridge  (Grand  Trunk,  Canada  Southern,  and  Great 
Western  Railways),  showing  an  important  diversion  of  trade  from  the 
Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  Eoad. 

Last  season  about  §2  per  cent,  of  the  entire  receipts  was  forwarded 
oyer  this  line,  while  for  the  present  season  the  ratio  was  less  than 
25  per  cent.  The  exports  exceed  those  of  last  season  in  the  most 
important  cereals,  except  com.  The  total  quantity  of  grain  shipped  by 
rail  since  January  1  is  18,603,712  bushels,  as  against  11,083,082  last 
year,  and  8,883,576  in  1878.  The  canal  shipments  since  the  opening 
of  navigation  (May  18)  are  45,471,095  bushels  of  all  classes  of  grain, 
against  40,982,288  last  season.  The  number  of  boats  cleared  was 
6,849,  against  7,628  last  season,  and  9,061  the  previous  season. 
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Wool. 

Ihpobts  of  .■Foreign  Wool  at  New  York  during  the  Years  1874 

and  1875. 


1874. 

1875. 

Number 

Weight. 

Entered 

Number 

Weight 

Entered 

of  Bales. 

Value. 

of  Bales. 

Value. 

Lbs. 

Dol. 

Lbs. 

Dol. 

England 

19,322 

7,273,165 

1,612,409 

28,034 

11,060,650 

2,076,907 

Argentine  Bepoblic    ... 

657 

432,706 

64,518 

... 

... 

France    

4,956 

1,993,045 

269,879 

6,980 

2,412,069 

836,160 

Belgium 

Africa  

164 

88,179 

24,834 

430 

819,700 

86,689 

6,765 

2,336,339 

443,628 

6,699 

2,887,023 

647,168 

Wales      

126 

43,714 

10,194 

... 

... 

, 

BriUsh  Australia 

3,919 

1,602.544 

383,020 

6,865 

2,249,485 

636,578 

Scotland 

15 

6,055 

618 

•.• 

... 

New  Zealand     

1,469 

621,115 

144,728 

... 

... 

BraxU      

1,406 

1,069,283 

138,269 

1,003 

671,733 

97,*181 

Bremen ... 

2 

649 

834 

93 

64,594 

16,869 

New  Onnada 

... 

... 

2 

1.. 

181 

Hamburg          

136 

75,186 

24,192 

86 

88,231 

6,021 

British  West  Indies     ... 

... 

... 

6 

249 

87 

Turkej 

1,156 

676,605 

73,144 

61 

22,067 

825 

Dutch  West  Indies      ... 

109 

26,978 

2,563 

128 

40,136 

6,148 

Gerroanj      

28 

18,213 

4,281 

2 

736 

869 

Holland ... 

2 

785 

112 

... 

... 

Antwerp 

AustniUa 

47 

42,274 

9,045 

... 

... 

..• 

223 

89,281 

24,056 

... 

... 

... 

Oreece    

4 

4,676 

654 

... 

... 

... 

Mexico 

5 

619 

98 

, 

... 

Cisplatine  Republic     ... 

8,887 

3,552,722 

568,701 

714 

682,809 

98^034 

Russia     

10,086 

3,714,449 

627,069 

4,776 

1,818,991 

282,849 

Britidi  East  Indies      ... 

171 

63,285 

6,872 

ChUi       

1,'872 

887,976 

106,657 

669 

884,866 

47,211 

Austria 

2,109 

753,299 

83,339 

.  708 

223,812 

26,810 

Sjria       

264 

213,438 

35,492 

... 

... 

Veneiuela        

155 

12,946 

1,180 

96 

18,021 

1,286 

China      

... 

... 

... 

178 

8t,933 

11,618 

Brasil      

... 

527 

318,109 

63,789 

Mexico 

... 

... 

... 

1 

172 

18 

Other  poinU     

... 

... 

4 

636 

129 

Total 

67,773 

25,223,161 

4,652,644 

66,688 

22,868,867 

4,261,404 

The  past  few  months  have  brought  ruin  to  dealers  on  account  of 
the  failure  ot  several  manufacturing  concerns,  who,  concealing  their 
real  condition,  and  struggling  for  several  vears  against  an  inevitable 
fate,  have  finally  succumbed  with  large  liabilities,  and  assets  compara- 
tively nothing.  It  has  been  plainly  demonstrated  that  the  woollen 
business  has  been  almost  as  much  overdone  as  the  iron  business.  The 
failure  of  really  competent  manufacturers  shows  that  the  production  of 
goods  is  in  excess  of  the  wants  of  the  country,  and  many  of  the  mills 
must  remain  idle  until  some  increased  demand,  whether  at  home  or^ 
abroad,  for  the  opening  of  foreign  markets  again  starts  their  looms 
into  action. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  dealers  generally  were  hopeful.  They 
had  struggled  through  the  reaction  from  the  speculation  of  1871 
and  1872,  the  panic  of  1873,  and  the  debilitating  influences  of  1874. 
Manufacturers  iiad  agreed  upon  concerted  action  to  lessen  the  accumu- 
lation of  the  manufactured  articles,  the  importation  of  foreign  wools 
promised  to  be  light,  the  money  market  extremely  easy,  and  prospects 
generally  fair  for  a  remunerative  business.  Prices  continued  without 
variation  until  July,  except  for  medium  wools  and  choice  combing 
selectionsy  which  advanced  about  5  per  cent.  At  the  opening  of  the 
clip  46  c.  was  offered  (which  dropped  to  40  c.  in  Ohio)  in  the  country, 
but  on  the  seaboard  45  c.  to  47  c.  ruled  to  the  close  of  the  year,  with 
great  doubt  and  despondency  in  the  trade. 
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The  imports  of  sugar  into  New  York  during  the  year  1875 
amounted  to  418,401  tons,  against  431,315  tons  in  the  previous  year* 
The  total  importation  into  the  ITnited  States  was  662,672  tons. 

Becxipis  of  Foreign  Sugar  at  New  York. 

Total  Tons 
of  2,240  Lbs. 

FromCotMi S81,8IC 

Porto  Bico        12,717 

Demerara                    ..        ..         ••         ••  8,2GS- 

Bulwdos          4,202 

St  Croix          1.756 

Martimqiie  and  Ouadaloupe 14,649 

Trinidid  Island,  Jamaica*  and  otiier  Biitisblfest  ladies  8,678 

Other  West  Indies  and  tfexico 8,894 

BiazU     ..         19,709 

Manilla  and  other  ports  in  PhiOippine  Islands     ••  31,828 

Jara ..        ..  18,473 

Oilier  East  Indies        984 

BoTopean,  and  other  foreign  ports 2,66S 

Total  reeeiptsof  foreign  ditsei. 394,567 

Add  receipts  of  Hdado 18,834 

Total        *      ..  418,401 

Xotwithstanding  the  larger  crop  of  Cuba  in  1875,  the  imports  here 
firom  the  island  were  less  than  those  of  1874  by  nearly  25,000  tons. 
Demerara  sent  only  half  as  much  as  in  the  previous  year;  from 
Barbados  and  the  French  islands  the  shipments  hither  were  less; 
while  from  Europe  and  other  foreign  porta  there  was  a  considerable 
reduction  in  the  receipts.  On  the  other  hand,  there  were  increased 
receipts  from  Porto  Rico,  St.  Croix  (nearly  dotrWe),  Trinidad,  and 
other  British  islaads,  and  from  Mexico  and  Brazil ;  and  a  very  marked 
decrease  in  the  imports  from  the  Fhillippine  Ishuids  and  from  Java. 
The  gold  value  of  the  imports  at  New  Tork  as  entered  at  the  custom- 
honse  was  41,589,196  dol. 

In  market  values  there  were  no  very  wide  fluotualions  in  1875,  the 
extremes  being  embraced  between  |  and  |  of  a  cent  per  lb.  Notwith- 
standing the  cost  of  sugar  was  increased  early  in  the  year  by  an 
additional  duty  of  26  per  cent.,  the  average  price  of  Hke  chief  con- 
suming kinds  for  1875  was  a  trifle  lower  than  that  of  1874 ;  the  average 
price  rf  fair  to  good  refining  Cuba  being  for  1876,  as  compa^  with 
1874,  1  c.  per  100  lbs.  lower,  Braxil,  8  c.  per  100  lbs.  lower,  white 
Havana,  23  c.  per  100  lbs.  lower,  and  Melado,  41  c.  per  100  lbs.  lower. 
Befining  grades  of  Porto  Bico  were  24  c.  per  100  lua,  hi^er,  Havana 
Nos.  10  and  12^  4  c.  per  100  lbs.  higher,  and  Manilla,  2  c.  per  100  lbs. 
Mgber. 

The  highest  prices  touched  for  most  descriptions  was  in  May,  and 
the  lowest  in  February.  Cuba,  however,  after  declining  from  May^ 
went  back  to  the  same  figures  in  December;  while  Brazil  was  a  fraction 
higher  in  December  than  at  any  other  time  during  the  year.  Upon  the 
whole,  the  year  under  review  was  an  unsatisfactory  one  to  both  refining 
and  importing  interests,  the  market  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
year -having  been  overweighted  with  dear  sugar. 

In  regard  to  maple  sugar,  the  crop  of  the  country  during  the  past 
year  is  estimated  at  aboul^  14,000  tons^  but  t^ere  are  no  reliable 
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statistics.    The  mskWJ&cture  of  sugEir  from  the  beet  grows  slowly,  if  at 
ally  and  is  still  chiefly  confined  to  California. 

Of  the  Sorgo  cane,  which  is  cultivated  principally  for  its  Byrm 
properties,  a  larger  crop  is  reported  in  the  southern  and  south 
western  States,  with,  however,  a  diminished  crop  in  the  middle  and 
western  States. 

SAsai  of  Prices  in  Currency  tA  New  York  in  1875. 

Bol.  c 

Cuba 7  97 

PortoBlco        ..         ..        7  81 

Hanniia,  white 10  79 

tt       brown*.        «•        ..        .,  8  88 

Manila 7  50 

BnzU 7  82 

SsinCTs  SufibLB  EzEOKF  Tbadb. 

In  April  last,  after  the  drawback  of  duty  had  been  made  more 
favourable,  the  outward  movement  of  refined  ea^ar  from  this  port 
became  steady  and  larce.  The  drawback  is  now  2  dm.  50  c.  to  3  dol.  60  c. 
per  100  lbs.  compared  with  2  dol.  50  c.  to  8  dol.  75  c.  as  fixed  last 
April.  The  present  drawback  is  not  materially  lower  for  ^'  hard  sugars 
(3  dol.  60  c.)  and  is  more  favourable  for  soft  white,"  the  rate  for  which 
is  now  8  dol.  per  100  lbs.,  against  the  former  rate  of  2  dol.  50  c,  thus 
affording  a  better  outlet  than  before  for  the  latt^  description. 

In  1874,  the  exports  of  refined  sugar  by  sea  were  onlv  4,4)67,897  lbs., 
valued  at  490,186  dol.,  against  over  dis,000,000  Iba.  in  eleven  months  of 
1875,  valued  at  8,971,477  doL  These  exports  are  exclusive  of  those  to 
Canada.  The  total  exports  for  the  year  are  made  up  to  December  1st, 
eleven  months,  and  are'  as  follows : — 

Lbs. 

BogUnd 14,483,978 

Scotland 7,988,277 

Canada 6,640,889 

Umguay ,.         ..  8,648,948 

ChiU  2,4X2,710 

AigenUne  Bepnbllo         2,668,6^ 

Turkey  in  JUia 1,467,772 

KovaS<»Dtia         1,414,060 

United  States  of  Ootambia  ..  940,887 

Haiti ..  650^06 

Oennany .«        ..  £68,772 

British  West  Indies         818,761 

YenezaeU 199,689 

Gibraltar 156,046 

SanDomiqgo        ..         81,069 

FortoBioo 66,114 

Kewfeundland  * 47,171 

Italy  22^11 

BritiBh  AoBtralia 22,000 

Dutch  West  Indies  ..         ..         ^  14,095 

Danish  West  Indies        8,436 

Liberia 7,589 

China        •••«.•         ^         ..  4,069 

Cuba         2,167 

Japan        «.        ••         ..  2,000 

Mexico 1,700 

Total         42,740,680 

Most  of  this  trade  is  entirely  new,  notably  tbat  with  Great  Britain^ 
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Australasia,  China,  Ji^)an,  Ac,  There  are  about  twenty  refineries  ia 
and  around  l^ew  York.  These  have  been  running  on  full  time,  and  up 
to  their  largest  capacity  for  manj  months,  until  within  a  short  time, 
vhen  the  production  was  reduced  to  make  the  usual  repairs  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Molasses. 

The  total  receipts  of  foreign  molasses  at  the  ports  in  the  United 
States  (not  including  the  States  on  the  Pacific,  which  import  very  little) 
were,  in  1875,47,744,614  gallons,  against  receipts  in  1874  of  40,6^4,889 
gallons,  an  increase  of  7,(^,625  gallons,  or  about  17}  per  cent.  The 
consumption  of  foreign  molasses  in  the  States  was  46,418,734  gallons, 
and  adamg  to  this  12,190,000  gallons,  the  yield  of  the  crop  of 
Louisiana,  Texas,  SoCy  the  bulk  of  which  was  custributed  during  the 
year,  the  total  consumption  of  all  kinds  of  cane  molasses,  foreign  and 
domestic,  would  amount  to  about  58,000,000  gaUons,  which  was  an 
increase  of  about  10,000,000  gallons  over  the  consumption  of  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

At  the  port  of  New  York  the  receipts  of  foreign  molasses  during 
1875  were  12,831,488,  and  of  domestic,  3,681,096  gallons,  making  a 
total  of  16,012,584  gallons,  which  was  about  the  quantity  received  in 
1874     The  foreign  receipts  were : — 

Gallons. 

From  Cuba 6,712,9U 

Porto  Bico       2,106,430 

Barbadoes        1,124,895 

Demerara         544,835 

Trinidad  Island  774,905 

Martinique  and  Goadalonpe  ..        ..  117,850 

St.  Croix  515,710 

Antigua  199,821 

Nevis 108,240 

St.£itts  78,810 

Other  foreign  ports 48,562 

Total  receipts  of  Foreign  direct  ..       12,881,488 


The  receipts  here  from  Cuha,  notwithstanding  the  larger  crop  of  the 
Island,  were  less  last  year  than  in  1874,  while  Demerara  and  the 
iEVench  Islands  also  shipped  a  smaller  quantity ;  from  most  of  the  other 
isUmids  there  was  an  increase  in  shipments  hither,  notably  from  Trinidad 
and  St.  Croix. 

The  prices  in  currency  at  New  York  for  the  last  three  years  were 
as  follows : — 


Hew  Orleans,  prime  to  choice  .  • 

Porto  Bico         

Cuba,  Muscovado,  refining  grades 
Barbadoes  


1875. 


1874. 


Gents. 
53} 

m 

45 


1873. 


Cents. 
77i 

m 

82i 
38i 


COFfEE. 

The  imports  of  coffee  into  the  United  States  duriDg  the  past  year 
show  an  increase  of  82,924  tons  over  those  of  1874,  having  been 
157,885  tons,  against  124,961  tons  in  the  last-mentioned  year. 
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The  total  receipts  at  New  York  in  1875  were  94,208  tons  (gold 
Talae,  34,761,447  aol.)»  against  81,968  tons  in  1874,  an  iacrease  of 
12,240  tons.  The  deliveries  for  consumption  were,  however,  less  than 
in  1874  by  about  5,600  tons,  and  a  very  large  stock  was  left  over  at  the 
close  of  the  year.  This  decline  in  deliveries  at  this  port,  in  view  of  the 
large  increase  at  other  ports,  is  accounted  for  to  a  great  extent 
by  the  discrimination  made  at  New  York  for  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  year  in  railroad  transportation  charges  to  the  interior.  The 
receipts  here  from  Brazil,  Hayti,  and  Java,  were  larger  in  1875  than 
in  the  previous  vear,  importation  having  been  doubtless  stimulated 
by  the  comtemplated  re-imposition  of  the  duty,  while  those  from 
Maracaibo  direct  showed  a  considerable  decrease,  owing  to  that  port 
having  been  open  to  commerce  only  under  onerous  restrictions. 

The  partial  closing  of  the  port  of  Maracaibo  also  seriously  affected 
the  receipts  from  the  Island  of  Cura9oa,  which  sent  away  very  little 
coffee  last  year  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  average  prices  in  this  market  for  1875  were  for  fair  to  prime 
cargoes:  Brazil,  2  dol.  7  c.  gold  per  100  lbs.  lower  than  in  1874; 
Maracaibo  and  Laguavra,  83  c.  per  100  lbs.  lower,  St.  Domingo,  55  c. 
per  100  lbs.  lower,  while  the  average  for  Java  was  8  o.  per  100  lbs. 
higher. 

Atebaoe  Prices  (gold)  of  Coffee  at  New  York  for  the  past  Three 

Years: — 


1876. 

1874. 

1873. 

Braol 

Maracaibo  and  Lagoayra    . . 

St.  Domingo 

Java  (bags  and  mats) 

Dol.  c 

19  01 

20  54 
17    86 
26    71 

Dol.  a 
21    87 
20    87 
17    91 
26    68 

Dol.  c. 

19  99 

20  51 
17    85 
28    68 

The  question  of  the  re-imposition  of  duty  upon  coffee,  which  has 
been  recommended  by  the  executive,  will  shortly  come  under  the 
consideration  of  Congress. 

PSTBOLSUM. 

The  production  of  the  oil*fields  is  estimated  at  about  2,000,000 
barrels  less  than  that  of  1874.  Whether  this  reduction  is  owing  to  a 
natural  falling-off  and  exhaustion  of  the  supnly  territory  cannot  be 
declared  with  certainty.  Many  efforts  have  aoubtless  been  made  to 
curtail  the  supply  of  petroleum  and  bring  about  a  reaction  in  values^ 
low  prices  having  ruled  for  a  long  time — and  these  possibly  may  have 
had  some  effect  on  the  auantity  brought  to  market. 

The  exports  from  I^ew  York  and  from  the  United  States  were 
imaller  than  in  1874 ;  but  the  stocks  held  over  in  Europe  were  large, 
and  the  supply  has  been  ample  throughout,  though  tne  remaining 
stocks  in  Europe  at  the  close  of  the  year  were  materially  less  than  at 
the  close  of  1874. 
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QallonB. 
Tbe  total  tBtport  of  Petroleun  from  tkt  tTnited  Ststn 

i^lS75wen »2,411^17 

Total  eq^  is  1874 286,143,1^ 

Total  piodnciioB  in  1876         368,744,880 

Xhe  exports  from  New  York  weren  fbDows  :— 

CUlIoos. 

To  Great  Britain 38,547^4 

Pranee 11,171,6W 

Forth  or:eiii«!pe          08,912,689 

Otiior  EsEopoan  eoontriei       80,8iS,30ft 

floatkAiBaxiBa»Anaftcalia»WoatI&diei^&c 8,948,884 

Total 140,021,98(1 

Bkportinl874 150,895,890 

The  average  prices  at  tbis  port  for  the  last  fi^e  jeai^  have  beei 


BiAned 

Omdain 
bulk. 

ataadaid. 
White,  in 
Barrela. 

FakOui 
in&oitk 

BoL  OL 

JM.  e. 

JUL  0. 

ATorage  for  tho  rear  1875  ..        •• 

i    59 

12    99 

9    67 

»                 u    1874  .. 

5    86 

18    09 

8    85 

„                  „    1878  .. 

7    62 

18    21 

11  err 

n-    1872  .. 

12    80 

28    75 

14    81 

n     Wl,.          .. 

14    04 

24    24 

10    01 
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ExpoET  of  Cotton  from  the  Port  of  New  York  from  September  1, 
1875,  to  January  4, 1876. 


Cleared  for— 

This  Week. 

Previously. 

Total. 

Same  time 
1874-75. 

liverpoo) 

London 

Bales. 
7,518 

Bales. 
156,751 

4,787 

Bales. 

•  • 

Bales. 

171,859 

8 

«i»w 

CilMrporU         

.  * 

Total  to  Qmt  Britain 

7,518 

161,488 

109,001 

171,887 

Havre       

Borieauz 

•• 

1,856 

•  • 

•  • 

.. 

St,799 

PkiBboBiifandBochelle  .. 

Maneillet 

Nsdkei 

. « 

•  • 

n'otal  to  Trance 

•  • 

1,856 

1,356 

2,788 

Amstevdam          

Antwerp 

'Bremen 

•« 

1,822 

1,097 

14,881 

7,*202 
8,124 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

*150 
9,450 

14,424 

Hamburg 

'io 

St.  Petersburg 

Stockholm,  &c 

GbriBtianatadt  and  Riga.. 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

IVtaltoJ^OFtiiBnrope 

50 

27,626 

27,676 

24,624 

Oporto^  Spain  and  Gibraltar     .. 

•Brieale,  te                    !!        !! 
Me3doo,Ac          

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
850 

•  • 

10 

•  • 

•  • 

Sbtid  other  Ibra^  .. 

•  • 

810 

850 

%A 

Gnodfotal     .. 
VDtalvzportfWDetiBeiaTB    .. 
1372    .. 

7,568 

•  • 

190,820 

•  • 

lfi8,888 

•  • 

•  • 

If8,8M 

284»0t7 
M8,88r 
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Copper  and  Tdt. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  range  of  prices  in  New  York  of 
copper  and  tin  during  1876 : — 


Tin  per  Lb.,  Gold. 

Date. 

Copper  per 

Lb.  currency. 

Stmiis. 

L.  and  T. 

Befined. 

Banea. 

Centa. 

Cents. 

Centa. 

Cents. 

Cents. 

January  2  • 

23i  to  281 

22 

21} 

22 

26ito26i 

Pebniary  5 

21i      21f 

22 

21* 

21* 

25        26 

March  5   .. 

2U      21f 

2U 

21 

2U 

25        851 

April  2    .. 

2U      2U 

20}  to  21 

20 

20}  to  20^ 

24        25 

May  7      .. 

23     m 

19}      20 

19^  to  19} 

19} 

24     m 

June  5      . . 

28^ 

18}      19 

18)        19 

18}  to  19 

28i 

Julys      .. 

28 

18i 

18f        19 

19 

28i 

Aug^ifit  6  . . 

28 

184 

181 

181 

23 

September  8 

m  to  m 

19  to  19^ 

19  torn 

19  to  191 

23 

October  2.. 

281 

20      20^ 

19^      20 

20 

24 

Korember  5 

28  to  281 

191    19} 

191      19} 

191  to  19} 

24 

December  2 

28i 

l»i 

l»i 

m 

284  to  24 

December  81 

284 

19  to  19^ 

181  to  19 

19  to  191 

28          24 

Tuf  Plates, 

per  Box,  Gk>ld. 

Date. 

Charcoal. 

Coke. 

Una. 

Temet. 

Tint. 

Temea. 

DoL  c    Dol.  c. 

Dol.  c.    Dol.  c. 

Dol.c. 

DoL  c. 

Dol.  c 

DoL  c. 

January  2 

10    00  to  10    26 

8    50  to  9    00 

7    75  to  8    00 

7    26  to  7    71 

February  5 

••. 

„ 

10    00      10    25 

9    00 

7    874 

8    00 

•  M 

7    21 

UarchS    ... 

..       ... 

„ 

10    00      10    25 

9    00       9    25 

8    00 

8    26 

7    50 

7    76 

April  2      ... 



,. 

9    75      10    00 

8    75       9    00 

7    25 

8    00 

7    26 

^3 

May  7 

9    00       9    50 

8    00       8    50 

7    00 

7    80 

6    87* 

June  5      ... 



8    50       8    75 

7    621      7    87^ 

7    00 

6    71 

July  a      ... 



8    26        8    50 

7    60        7    75 

6    76 

7    00 

6    76 

August  6  ... 



8    00        8    25 

7    26        7    50 

6    76 

7    00 

6    26 

6    75 

M                    ... 

7    75       8    00 

7     121      7    25 

6    621 

6    75 

6    12i 

6    2S 

October  2... 

.*                    ... 

7    50        7    75 

7    25        7    871 

6    50 

6    75 

6    25 

November  5 

... 

7    26       7    m 

6    874      7    00 

6    25 

6    60 

6    00 

6    25 

December  2 

..                    ... 

7    50 

7    00 

6    60 

... 

6    25 

»        « 



•• 

7    50       7    75 

7    00       7    26 

6    621 

6  m 

6    86 

6    60 

Otheb  Metals. 
Other  MeiaU. — Opening  and  closing  prices  of  the  year : — 


January  2 
Deoamber  81 .. 


612i 
5-90 


6}toef 
7-40 


l^ 
h 


9lto9i 
8f     9 


a 
I 

li 


m 


12* 

to  13* 


Dol.  c. 
1  66 
0    75 


BulUoo  per  OS. 


Dol.  c.<DoI.  c 
1  26tol  27 
1    28      1    28* 


Par  cent 

-A 


Owine  to  constantly  increasing  supplies,  fine  Bil?er  bars  gradoaUy 
declined  &oin  1  dol.  27  c.,the  highest,  to  1  dol.  21c.,  the  lowest  price  of 
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tbe  year.  There  was  then  a  slight  recovery,  aided  by  the  desfcructiou 
by  fire  of  the  hoisting  and  smelting  works  at  Virginia  City,  Nevada. 
Fine  gold  bars  varied  but  |  during  the  whole  year,  opening  at  J  dis- 
count, and  closing  at  \  premium. 

The  estimated  stock  of  copper  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
was  10,000,000  lbs.  Speculative  lots  continued  to  be  forced  on  the 
market,  and  in  February  300,000  lbs.  were  sold  for  ex[)ort.  By  the 
1st  March  1,000,000  lbs.  had  been  sold  for  export,  and  in  April  this 
figure  had  reached  6,000,000  lbs.  In  June  Lake  copper  cpmmenced 
arriving,  and  outside  lots  were  continually  forced  on  the  market  for 
export  until  7,500,000  lbs.  had  been  exported.  Yet  the  year  closes 
with  an  estimated  stock  on  hand  of  from  11,000,000  to  15,000,000  lbs. 

Owing  to  tho  high  price  of  foreign  lead,  the  corroding  leads  of 
Missouri  were  in  request  during  the  year,  and  have  so  improved  in 
quality  that  they  will  soon  entirely  replace  the  foreign  article. 

The  price  of  spelter  was  kept  up  during  1875  by  a  combination  of 
smelters,  otherwise  the  market  would  have  been  badly  broken. 

Owing  to  a  largely  increased  supply  on  the  Pacific  coast,  quick- 
silver had  a  generally  downward  tendency  in  price  throughout  the  year, 
closing  90  c.  per  lb.  below  the  opening  quotation,  the  fall  being  assisted 
by  bearish  operations  abroad. 

Tobacco. 

Hogsheads. 
Stock,  domestic  (leaf)  tobacco,  Januaiy  1,  1875      46,445 
Received  since 28,721 

Total 70,166 

Delivered  since 48,078 

Stock  on  hand,  January  1, 1876  . .         . .       22,098 

Cases. 
Stock  seed  leaf  tobacco,  January  1, 1875  . .  28,990 
Received  since 38,290 

Total 62,280 

Delivered  since 48,678 

Stock  on  hand,  January  1, 1876         . .         •  •       18,607 
SpiLNiSH  Tobacco. 


Havana. 

Cuba. 

Yara. 

Sagua. 

Cicn- 
fu^os. 

Stock  on  hand,  January  1, 1876 
Received  since  . . 

Bales. 

7,647 

88,476 

Bales. 

100 
68 

Bales. 

656 

2,196 

Bales. 

Bales. 

188 

Total 

Sales  and  reshipments . . 

96,123 
78,790 

168 
168 

2.852 
2,408 

. . 

188 
188 

Stock  on  hand,  January  1, 1876 

17,883 

•• 

444 

•• 

•• 

[419] 
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Exports  of  Leaf  Tobacco  in  Hogsheads  from  this  Port  in  each  of 
the  last  Five  Years. 


1875 
1874 
1878 
1872 
1871 


To  Great 
BriUin. 


Hogsheads. 
16,103 
32,808 
35.223 
17,047 
33,856 


ToQermany. 


Total  Export 
to  all  Countries. 


Hogsheads. 

3,333 
10,613 
16,167 

0,295 
15,746 


Hogsheads. 
64,831 
74.026 
04,865 
53,110 
82,318 


Leatueb. 


Sides. 

Balfis. 

Bccoipts  of  sole  leather  In  1875 

2,058,330 

05,270 

1874 

2,602,104 

111,402 

1873 

2,020,120 

74,640 

1872 

2,604,008 

78,520 

Exports  of  sole  leather  in  1875 

, , 

1,006,810 

1874 

•  • 

864,414 

1878 

, , 

776,448 

„                     „  August  to  December  1872 

•• 

800,742 

Hemp  and  Jute. 

The  closing  prices  for  the  year  were :  jnte  butts,  3^  c. ;  jute,  4  to  5  c. 
gold ;  hemp,  Manilla,  7  to  7^  c.  gold;  Sisal, 4^  to  4|  c.  gold;  Tampico, 
6  c.  gold ;  American  double  dressed,  nominally  2  del.  40  c.  to  2  dol.  45  c. 
currency  per  ton;  American  single  dressed,  1  dol.  90  c.  to  2  dol.; 
undressed,  1  dol.  40  c. ;  Eussia,  clean,  2  dol.  10  c  to  2  dol.  15  c.  gold ; 
Italian,  2  dol.  25  c.  to  2  dol.  60  c.  gold. 

The  following  are  the  comparisons  of  1874  and  1875  :— 

Manilla  Himp. 


Imported  into  the  United  States  from  January  1 

Afloat  for  the  United  States,  by  mail  advices  to  Nov.  12 
„  „     by  cable  to  December  23 

Stock  in  all  hands  in  Boston  December  81    . . 
„  „    New  York  December  31 


Exported  to'Europe  to  January  1 
Stock  on  hands  January  1,  all  hands  . . 
Deliveries  since  Janoary  l^ew  York  and  Boston 

„        past  80  days 

Consnmption . .         • 


1876. 


Bales. 
80,580 


54,182 

8^250 
50,536 


112,068 
7,000 
125,240 
184»443 
18,717 
126,543 


1874. 


Bales. 
200,218 


41,502 

1*8^240 
85,400 


145,241 
2,340 

65,070 
146,004 

11,667 
130,604 
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Imported  into  tbe  United  States  from  Januaiy  1    . . 
Afloat  by  mall  advices  to  November  19       •  • 

,t       cable  to  December  81         

Estimated  sailing  for  month  of  January 

Stock  in  importers  and  speculators'  hjands,  Boston, 

December  81 

Stock  in  importers  and  speculators'  hands,  New  York, 

December  81 .. 

Supply  

Stock  on  hana,  Januaxy  1,  all  hands 

Deliveries  since  January  1,  New  York  and  Boston . . 
„  „       past  80  days 

Consumption 


27,900 
46,800 
88,721 
4,581 
38,671 


Hog  Fbodvotb. 

In  1867  there  were  shipped  from  this  port  61.728,801  lbs.  of  lard, 
while  in  1874,  of  which  the  records  are  complete,  the  shipments 
amounted  to  189,988,028  lbs.  In  1867  the  shipments  of  bacon  from 
New  York  aggregated  83,034,800  lbs.,  and  in  1874  the  shipments  were 
213,278,936  lbs.  In  1875,  however,  the  exports  of  lard  aggregated  but 
102,679,293  lbs.  (valued  at  14,853,872  dol.)  up  to  the  Ist  of  December ; 
adding  the  estimated  amount  for  December  of  16,000,000  lbs.,  the 
whole  exports  will  be  118,679,293  lbs.,  a  reduction  of  18,549,861  lbs. 
In  bacon  the  shipments  to  December  Ist  were  152,367,513  lbs.  (valued 
at  17,124,624  dot.),  and,  adding  tbe  estimated  amount  of  28,000,000  lbs., 
there  is  a  total  of  180,8W,518  lbs.  for  1876,  a  reduction  of 
40,^76,244  lbs. 

For  the  crop  year  ending  November  1  ultimoi  according  to  the 
records  of  the  New  York  Produce  Exchange,  the  exportation  of  bacon 
£rom  this  port  aggregated  for  1874-5,  175,855,741  lbs,  against 
800,880,718  lbs.  in  1872-8,  and  240,698,460  lbs.  in  1873-4,  a  decrease 
of  125,524,977  lbs.,  in  comparison  between  the  last  crop  year  and  that 
of  1872-3. 

It  is  probable  that  the  hog  products  made  in  1875-6  will  show  a 
decrease  in  the  slaughter  of  hogs  of  from  900,000  to  1,000,000,  and 
cause  a  material  deficit  in  lard  and  bacon. 

The  aggregate  gross  weight  of  the  hogs  slaughtered  in  1874-75  was 
1,453,859,910  lbs.,  and  the  aggregate  cost  96,749,250  dol. 

The  receipts  for  the  calendar  year  1875,  estimating  those  for 
December,  at  this  port  are  as  follows : — ^lard,  303,292  barrels,  against 
287,094  barrels  in  1874;  bacon,  847,896  boxes,  against  239,389  boxes 
in  1874. 

The  number  of  hogs  slaughtered  in  the  Western  States,  which 
contribute  directly  to  this  market,  in  1874-5  was  5,637,124,  giving  a 
product  of  198,432,170  lbs.  of  lard. 

Lm:  Stock. 

In  seasons  of  prosperity  the  receipts  as  well  as  sales  of  live  stock  in 
New  York  increase  very  largely  from  year  to  year,  the  increase  of  1870 
over  1860  being  128,600  cattle,  944,100  sheep,  and  671,000  hogs.  From 
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1870  to  1874  there  was  about  the  same  proportionate  gain,  while  during 
the  year  just  ended  there  was  an  actual  falling  off  amounting  to  973 
beeyes  and  385,700  hogs,  with  a  gain  of  only  63,200  sheep. 

The  total  receipts  for  1875  were — ^beeves,  453,060;  cows,  6,034; 
calres,  117,680  ;  sheep,  1,228,630 ;  hogs,  1,388,541. 

One  cause  of  the  lessened  receipts  of  hogs  is  that  the  shipments  of 
provisions  to  Europe  are  increasing  from  year  to  year,  and,  to  saTO 
freight,  quite  a  number  of  business  men  who  formerly  operated  here 
have  removed  to  the  w^st,  or  established  branch  houses  there,  shipping 
cut  meats,  mess  pork,  &c.,  direct  to  Liverpool  from  the  west. 

The  average  wholesale  price  of  beeves  during  1875  was  11  c; 
shoep,  4  to  7  c. ;  hogs,  8  to  llj  c. 

A  new  feature  in  the  cattle  trade  is  the  experiment  of  shipping  both 
live  animals  and  dressed  beef  to  Europe.  About  400  heaa  extra  tat 
live  cattle  were  shipped  to  Liverpool  during  the  past  year  with  such 
satisfactory  results  that  more  are  immediately  to  follow.  Dressed  beef 
is  being  shipped  in  refrigerator  apartments  in  the  steamers,  the  first 
experiment  of  the  kind  being  due  to  the  Philadelphia  (American) 
steamships. 

The  receipts  of  live  stock  at  seven  of  the  principal  markets  of  the 
country  during  the  year  1875  thus  compare : — 


Beeves. 

Sheep. 

Swine 

New  York 

452,371 

1,288,084 

1^8,614 

Chicago         

920,848 

418,948 

8,912,110 

Boston           

146,285 

872,880 

881,980 

Albany          

428,980 

701,400 

610,000 

Baltimore     ..        •• 

118,879 

174,610 

265,028 

Buffalo          

618,580 

841,000 

1,067,803 

St.  Louis 

838,526 

127,679 

607,826 

It  will  be  seen  that  Chicago  is  a  long  way  ahead  in  beef-cattle,  but 
it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  Lake  City  is  the  great  enirep6i  for  live 
stock  bound  from  the  Upper  Mississippi  Valley  to  the  eastern  markets. 
Buffido  and  Albany  are  in  the  same  category.  New  York  probably 
consumes  and  disposes  of  more  cattle  and  other  live  stock  than  any  other 
two  cities  in  the  country. 

NavjlL  Stobks,  Ac. 

The  market  prices  in  New  York  at  the  close  of  the  year  of  materials 
entering  into  the  construction  and  outfit  of  vessels  are  as  follows  :— 

Cents. 
Cordage— 

Ma^la,  sizes  above  12  thread ii\ 

„      6  thread  and  9  thread,  i  inch  and  ^ 

diameter 15| 

Manila,  12  thread,  f  inch  diameter        . .         « •  15 

„      hayrope 16 

„      bolt  rope  yarns 16 

„      6  thread  and  9  thread 17 

Tarred  Manila 14 

Fine  tarred  ManilaJath  yam 15i 

Sisal  rope,  sizes  above  12  thread 11| 

„         6  thread  and  9  thread 12i 

„         12  thread  and  hay  rope         . .         ••  12 

Xew  Zealand  cordage,  sizes  above  12  thread     . .  11^ 

„  6threadand9thread(iand|^inch)  12i 

.,  12  thread  (|  inch)  and  hay  rope  . .  11 

Tiller  ropes,  &c.,  i  inch,  28  c,  per  foot,  \  inch,  23  c.  per  foot. 


Digitized  by 


V^OOglc 


KXW  TOBK. 


607 


Centf, 
Iron— 

BoilerriTeU         6i 

Hoe  flftOM  iron 9 

Pine  fire  box  iron 10 

0.  H^  No  1,  flange  iron 6i 

0.  H.,  No.  1,  fire  box 6| 

0.  H.,  No.  l,8heUiron H 

0.  H.,  No.  1,  iron H 

Tank  and  boat  iron  8^ 

Sheet  iron 4 

Anchon.— 8  to  8^  o. 

Breach.— Pilot  6  to  0  c. ;  navy  5  c. ;  crackera  7  to  18  c. 

Chains. — Cable,  1  inch  and  upward,  6|  to  7  c. 

Copper.— Sheathing  83  c ;  bolu  35  c. ;  nails  40  c. ;  old  sheathing  22  to  22)  c. 

Yellowmetal.— Sheathing  24  c. ;  bolts  80  ;  nails  24  c. 

Naval  stores.— Tar,  New  Bmnswick  and  Washington,  2  dol.  89  c.  to  2  dol.  50  c. ; 

Wilmington,  2  dol.  75  c.  to  8  dol. ;  pitch,  2  dol.  50  c. 
Bosin.- 2  dol.  40  c.  to  2  doL  50  o. 

Cotton  dock. — Woodbury,  Druid  and  Champion  Mills,  hard  and  soft.  No.  0, 
40  c.  per  yard ;  No.  1,  88  c. ;  No.  2,  86  c. ;  No.  8,  34  c. ;  No.  4,  82  c. ;  No.  5, 
80  c.  ;  No.  6,  28  c. ;  No.  7,  26  c;  No.  8,  25  c. ;  No.  9,  24  c  ;  No.  10,  22  c. 
Mount  Yemon. — Nos.  1  to  10,  41  c.  28  c. ;  William's  Mill,  hard  coasting  duck  ; 

No.  0,  42  c.  per  yard ;  No.  1,  40  c. ;  No.  2,  28  c. ;  No.  3,  86  c  ;  No.  4,  84  c. 
William's  sail  twine.~d4  c.  per  pound. 

Rarens,  twills  &c. — Light  ravens,  17  c  per  yard;  Kinnebunk  twills,  19  c; 
United  States  army,  8  oz.,  20  c. ;  9  oz.,  22  c. ;  10  oz ,  24  c. ;  12  oz.,  29  c. ;  15  oz., 
86  c ;  Runia  bolt  rope,  17  c.  per  pound. 
Ravens,  duck. — Russia,  lights  14  dol.  per  piece ;  heavy,  16  dol. 
Oils. — Lard,  P.  W.,  2  dol.  25  c. ;  lard,  ice  packed,  1  dol.  15  c.  per  gallon ;  sperm 
naU.,  1  dol.  85  c. ;  sperm  B.  W.,  2  dol.  15  c  ;  Whale  B.,  70  c.  j  Whale  N., 
68  c. ;  signal,  1  dol.  25  c. 

Naval  Storei, — The  year  closed  with  the  sales  of  spirits :  turpentine 
in  lots  at  87^  c. ;  rosin,  at  1  dol.  ^  c.  for  strained ;  1  dol.  70  c.  for 
good;  No  2,  at  2  dol.  per  barrel,  delivered. 

Stocks  in  New  York. 


January  1, 1876.  January  1, 1875 


Spirits,  turpentine 
Rosin  .. 
Tar     . . 


Banels. 

Barrels. 

5,686 

9,6in 

78,883 

92,077 

2,731 

2,618 

Exports  in  1875  from  the  Port  of  Xew  York. 

Barrels. 

Crude  lurpentine 12 

Spirits  of  turpentine        12,614 

Rosin         377,650 

Tar 7,678 

Of  the  aboye,  Great  Britain  took  12  barrels  turpentine,  5,957 
barrels  of  spirits  of  turpentine,  126,670  barrels  of  rosin,  and  1,755 
barrels  of  tar. 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


608  TJiriTSD  STATES. 

Salt. 

The  quantity  of  salt  from  the  Onondaga  salt  springs,  inspected 
during  the  past  fiscal  year,  was  6,589,676  hushels^  less  bj  4,515  buahels 
than  the  production  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  net  reyenue  from  this  source  was  5,148  dol.  82  c. 

Shipment  of  Febtilizebs  to  Eubope. 

The  closing  month  of  1875  witnessed  quite  a  demand  from  England 
for  fertilizers,  principally  "fish  scrap.**  This  is  the  refuse  of  the 
fisheries,  and  is  prepared  at  factories  on  Long  Island  and  other  places. 

With  the  month  the  shipments  hare  reached  nearly  4,000  tons,  a 
large  quantity  being  sent  to  Queenstown  for  orders  and  a  market, 
privilege  restricted  to  Liverpool,  London,  or  Leith.  This  "  fish  scrap  *' 
costs  12  dol.  per  ton  in  bulk  at  the  factories,  but  packed  io  barrels  it 
brings  21  dol.  in  New  York. 

It  is  highly  spoken  of  as  a  fertilizer,  and  the  prospects  of  an 
increase  in  the  trade  with  home  buyers  and  exporters  is  promising. 

Last  year  a  very  small  amount  was  shipped  to  England  as  an 
experiment  only,  and  this  year*8  work  may  be  considered  as  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  business,  and  will  also  stitnulate  the  shore 
fisheries. 

AGEICULTXrKB. 

New  York  Products. — Comparison  with  the  whole  Union. 

The  following  statement,  taken  from  published  tables,  presents  in  a 
condensed  form  all  the  leading  results  concerning  agriculture  in  this 
State,  so  far  as  returns  can  be  found.  Taking  population  as  the 
standard.  New  York's  ratio  of  all  products  that  grow  on  her  soil'was, 
in  1870,  lU  in  1,000 ;  in  1860,  it  was  128  ;  and  in  1850,  184  in  1,000, 
which  would  tend  to  show  that  the  population  of  the  State,  taken  as  a 
whole,  is  inclining  to  manufacturing  and  industrial  pursuits,  rather  than 
those  of  agriculture. 
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Amiototubal  Beturns  for  1870. 

Quantity. 

Whole  Union. 

New  York. 

Ratio. 

Population 

.. 

88,568,871 

4,382,769 

11-36 

Acres  imprOted  Und. . 

•  • 

188,921,099 

16,627,206 

8-27 

Woodland 

,, 

169,810,177 

6,679,870 

8-5« 

Other  unimproved    . . 

, , 

69,503,769 

81^8,784 

1-48 

Total  land  in  Curms  ••         •• 

•  • 

407,785,046 

22,190,810 

5*45 

Value  farms 

Dollars  .. 

9,262,808,861 

1,272,867,766 

18-74 

Value  implements    . . 
Estimated  value  farm  products 

ft 

886,878,429 

46,997,712 

18-66 

including  betterments     . . 

tt 

2,447,688,658 

268,526,168 

10-82 

Wages  paid,  ex  board 

)) 

810,286,285 

84,451,862 

11  10 

Value  orchard  products 

n 

47,386.189 

8,847,417 

17-64 

Value  market  gardens        •  • 
Value  fbrest  products 

ft 

20,719,299 

8,482,854 

10  -67 

)) 

36,808,277 

6,689,179 

18-18 

Value  home  manufactures  . . 

23,423,832 

1,621.621 

6-92 

Value  animals  slaughtered  . . 

ft 

898,956,876 

28,225,720 

7-07 

Value  live  stock 

1,526,276,457 

175,882,712 

11-68 

Horses           

,, 

7,145,370 

536,861 

7-53 

Mules  and  asses 

, , 

1,125,415 

4,407 

0-89 

Milch  cows 

,  , 

8,986,882 

1,350,661 

15-00 

Working  oxen 

1,819,271 

64,141 

4-86 

Other  cattle 

•  • 

18,566,005 

630,522 

4-65 

Sheep 

28,477.951 

2,181,578 

7-66 

Swine 

, , 

25,184,569 

518,251 

2-06 

Wheat,  spring 

Bushels.. 

112,649,733 

1,884,330 

16-30 

„      winter; 

if        •  • 

176,196,898 

10,844,182 

(S-90 

Totalwheat 

287,746,626 

12,178,462 

4  28 

Rye     .. 

it        •  • 

16,918,795 

2,478,125 

14-65 

Com 

»>        •  • 

760,944,669 

16,462,825 

2-16 

OaU 

/»        •  • 

282,107,157 

85,293,625 

12-51 

Barley            

29,761,805 

7,434,621 

28-84 

Buckwheat 

If        •  * 

9,821,721 

8,904,080 

89-75 

Tobacco          

Lb?.       . . 

262,735,841 

2,349,798 

0-89 

Wool 

tt          •  • 

100,102,887 

10,699,225 

10-69 

Peas  and  beans 

Bushels . . 

6,746,027 

1,152,541 

20-06 

Potatoes,  Irish 

>i        •  • 

143,337,473 

28,547,693 

19-92 

sweet 

»•        •  • 

21,709,824 

10,466 

0  06 

Wine 

Gallons . . 

8,092,830 

82,607 

2-67 

Butter 

Lbs.       .. 

514,092,688 

107,147,526 

20-84 

Cheese 

'.    $t         •  • 

68,492,153 

22,769,964 

42-57 

Milk,  sold 

Gallons  . . 

235.500,699 

185,775,919 

67-65 

Hay 

Tons      .. 

27,816,048 

6,614,206 

20-55 

Clover  seed 

Bushels . . 

689,697 

98,887 

15-45 

Grass  seed 

*>        * ' 

683,188 

57,225 

9-81 

Hops 

Lb«.       .. 

25,456,669 

17,558,681 

67-01 

Flax 

w             •  • 

27,183,034 

3,670,818 

18-58 

Flaxseed        

Bushels . . 

1,780,444 

92,519 

5.06 

Maple  sugar 

Lb9.       .. 

28,448,615 

6,692,040 

23-58 

„      molasses 

Gallons . . 

921,057 

46,048 

5  00 

Honey 

Lb8.       .. 

14,702,815 

896,286 

6-09 

Beeswax        

n                *  ' 

681,129 

86,388 

18-68 

Of  lato  years  much  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  production  of 
butter  and  cheese  in  this  State.  Of  the  former  article,  the  return  in 
1870  was  107,147,520  lbs.,  being  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  product  of 
the  United  States.  Of  the  latter,  the  return  in  the  same  year  was 
23,769,964  lbs.,  nearly  one-half  (42-57  per  cent.)  of  all  made  in  the 
Union.  The  cultivation  of  wheat  has  very  largely  fallen  off  in  this 
State,  being  onl^  one-fifth  of  what  it  was  in  1850 ;  of  barley  also  a 
much  less  quantity  is  raised  than  formerly. 
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I  regards  crops,  A^,  of  1878-74  will  be  found  sub- 
CBOP0ofl878. 


United  States. 

NewYoik. 

Quantity. 

Valac. 

Qaantity. 

Percent. 

Com.. 

Wheat          

Rye 

Oats 

Barlej          

Backwheat 

Potatoes 

Tobacco        

H*7 

Baahels. 

982,274,000 

281,284,700 

15,142,000 

270,840,000 

82.044,491 

7,887,700 

106,089,000 

Lbs. 

872,810,000 

Tons. 

25,085,100 

Dollars. 

447,188,020 

888,594,805 

11,518,126 

101,175,750 

29,888,529 

6,882,048 

74,774,890 

80,865,572 

889,895,486 

Boshels. 
17,692,000 

7,047,000 

1,858,000 
27,548,000 

5,876,000 

2,947,000 
24,925,000 
Lbs. 

2,950,000 

Tons. 

4,199,800 

1  90 
2-51 
12-20 
10  19 
18-65 
37-60 
28-59 

0-78 

16-74 

Acres  Sown,  Yield  per  Acre,  and  Value  in  1873,  New  York  State. 


Com.. 

Wheat 

Rye  .. 

Oats.. 

Barley 

Buckwheat 

Potatoes 

Tobacco 

Hay.. 

Total 


Acres. 


Per  Acre. 


570,710 
522,000 
182,857 
888,645 
277,170 
149,594 
241,990 

2,950 

4,117,451 


6,902,867 


Bushels. 
81 

31-5 
14 
81 

21-2 
19-7 
103 
Lbs. 
1,000 
Tons. 
102 


Total  Yield. 


17,692,000 
7,047,000 
1,858,000 

27,548,000 
6,876,000 
2,947,000 

24,925,000 

2,950,000 
4,199,800 


Yalue 

Per 

Boshel. 


Dol.  c. 
70 

1  60 
86 
48 

1  10 
77 
54 

Lb. 
11 

Ton. 
18    00 


Total  Value. 


Dollars. 
12,884,400 
11,275,200 

1,598,580 
11,845,640 

6,648,600 

2,269,190 
13,459.500 

824,500 

75,596,400 


185,212,100 


Lite  Stock  and  Value 

January  1, 

1874. 

United  State?. 

New  Yorfc 

Number. 

Value. 

Number. 

Percent. 

Horses 

Mules      

Oxen  and  other  cattle    . . 
Milch  cows 

Sheep       

Hogs        

9,888,800 
1,889,850 
16,218,100 
10,705,800 
88,988,200 
30,860,900 

Dollars. 
666,927,400 
119,501,850 
310,649,808 
299,609,809 
88,690,869 
134,565,526 

689,800 
18,900 

688,600 
1,410,600 
2,087,200 

651,500 

6-85 
1-41 
8  94 
18  18 
6  00 
211 
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Year. 

In  the  United 
Statea. 

In  New  York. 

New 
York. 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1878 

Buahelfl. 

790,944,650 
1,094,255,000 

999,898,000 
1,092,719,000 

929,827,000 

1 

BoahelB. 
16,462,825 
19,426,000 
17,488,000 
19,281,000 
17,692,000 

Per  Cent. 
2  08 
1-78 
1-77 
1-76 
1.-90 

The  Wheat  Crop  for  Five  Tears. 


Year. 


1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1878 


In  the  United 
States. 


Boshels. 
287,746,626 
288,884,884 
230,722,400 
249,997,100 
280,372,700 


In  New  York. 


Bushels. 
12,178,462 
9,133,000 
9,689,000 
6,712,000 
7,047,000 


New 
York. 


Per  Cent. 
4-23 
8.83 
4  16 
2*24 
2-51 


The  Crops  in  New  York  in  1874. 

Acres. 

Bushels. 
Per  Acre. 

Total  Yield. 

Value 

Per 

Bushel. 

Total  Value. 

Com 

Wheat 

Rye 

Oats 

Barley 

Baekwheat  .. 
Potatoes      .. 

Tobacco 

Hay 

560,233 
687,248 
130,071 
928,841 
297,884 
162,055 
242,124 

2,451 

4,070,615 

80 

15-6 

14  1 

32-8 

21-7 

18 

105 
Lbs. 

650 
Tons. 
1-80 

16,807,000 
9,161,000 

11,834,000 

30,302,000 
6,468,000 
2,917,000 

25,423,000 

1,598,000 
5,271.800 

DoLc. 
93 

1     26 
92 
57 

1     17' 
80 
57 

Lb. 
13 

Ton. 
18    10 

Dollars. 
15,630,510 
11,542,860 

1,687,280 
17,272,140 

7,661,710 

2,833,600 
14,491,110 

207,090 

69,322,680 

Total    .. 

6,976,467 

•• 

•• 

•  • 

140,048,880 

For  the  last  year,  1875,  there  are  no  agricultural  statistics  at 
^regent  available  in  regard  to  the  State  of  New  York. 
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New  Yobk  State  Cakals. 

A  statement  has  been  submitted  by  the  ex-canal  auditor,  showing 
the  cost  of  the  State  canals  since  the  first  expenditure  was  made  on 
construction  account,  and  the  profit  or  loss  to  the  State  up  to  Septem- 
ber 30th,  1874.  In  the  construction  account  is  included  all  expen- 
ditures for  repairs.  The  total  cost  of  construction  is  given  at 
76,076,906  dol.  The  total  gross  income  amounts  to  126,300,972  dol, 
and  the  operating  expenses,  40,075,095  dol.,  leaving  the  net  receipts 
85,625,877  dol.  The  difference  between  this  latter  total  and  the  cost 
of  construction  shows  a  balance  of  9.548,981  dol.  over  the  cost  of 
construction  and  maintenance.  The  same  statement,  with  interest 
charged  and  credited,  shows  the  net  earnings  over  cost  of  construction 
to  have  been  670,910  dol. 

The  Erie  and  Cham  plain  canals,  and  the  Seneca  Eiver  towing-path, 
and  the  Cayuga  inlet  appear  to  be  the  only  sources  from  which  a  net 
profit  has  been  yielded  to  the  State.  The  profit  of  the  former  has  been 
i33,388,348  doL,  and  of  the  latter,  17,837  dol.,  including  interest. 

The  Oswego,  Cayuga,  and  Seneca  canals,  and  the  Oneida  Eiver 
improvement  have  earned  more  than  the  ordinary  running  expenses, 
but  have  not  yielded  a  suflBcient  net  income  to  meet  the  cost  of  con- 
struction. As  to  the  remaining  canals,  the  following  shows  their  cost 
to  the  State  :— 


Chemung 

Crooked  Lake  . . 
ChemuM^o 

Black  River  .. 
Qennenee  Valley 

Oneida  Lake  . . 

Baldwinsville  . . 


Cost  of 
ConstmcUon. 


Dollars. 

8,815,380 

1,026,394 

10,982,905 

9,284,513 

17,082,746 

644,669 

62,794 


Lofisin 
Operating. 


Dollars. 
2,561,499 

659,377 
1,881,028 
1.403,789 
2,547,624 

160,727 
30,874 


Total  Cost 
to  the  SUte. 


Dollars. 

5,876,829 

1,685,771 

12,868,983 

10,688,252 

19,630,370 

895,896 

83,668 


Canal  Ihlls,  Expenses,  Sfe. — The  tolls  received  on  each  canal,  and 
the  total  expenditures  for  ordinary  and  extraordinary  repairs  and  new 
work  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  September^SOth,  1875,  were  as 
follows : — 
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The  Abbiteation  Coukt. 

Siuce  the  Court  of  Arbitration  was  established  in  this  cifcy,  it  has 
satisfactorily  fulfilled  the  predictions  that  had  been  made  regarding  it. 
This  court  was  established  in  connection  with  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, under  the  proTisions  of  an  Act  passed  bv  the  Legislature  of 
the  State. 

The  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  court  is  limited  to  this  port,  as 
defined  by  the  national  statutes ;  and  although  it  is  primarily  attached 
to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  it  is  authorized  to  take  cognizance  of 
disputes  between  other  parties  who  may  voluntarily  submit  to  its 
jurisdiction.  One  of  its  most  important  advantages  is  the  dispensing 
with  a  jury  in  cases  of  a  purely  commercial  nature,  which  ordinary 
juryman  are  not  likely  to  understend ;  another  is  the  avoiding  of  delay, 
and  consequently  of  expense. 

During  the  existence  of  the  court  it  has  had  cognizance  of  a  great 
number  and  variety  of  cases,  comprising  mainly  disputed  points  of 
law  or  usage  between  merchants,  and  the  decisions  have  given  general 
satisfaction. 

Wages. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  present  (nominal)  rates  of  wa|;es 
in  the  eastern  States,  and  a  comparison  with  those  of  1860,  showmg 
that  in  spite  of  the  commercial  aepression,  the  price  of  labour  is,  or 
rather  appears  to  be,  still  far  beyond  that  of  1860,  the  year  before  the 
war.  It  must  not  bo  inferred,  however,  from  these  figures,  that  there 
exists  any  demand  on  the  part  of  the  employers,  or  that  woikmen  can 
easily  obtain  employment  at  the  rates  indicated ;  the  contrary  is  the 
case,  for  owing  to  the  large  surplus  of  labour,  employers  are  in  a 
position  frequently  to  dictate  their  own  terms  of  hire ;  and  it  is,  more- 
over, a  fact  that  there  are  now  many  thousand  skilled  workmen  idle 
from  the  impossibility  of  securing  employment,  or  working  as  labourers 
at  labourers'  wages.  The  following  table  must  therefore  be  taken 
subject  to  the  foregoing  remarks : — 
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1860. 

1875. 

Wood  and  Iron  Wo Acw  - 

DoL  c.    DoL 

c 

DoL  c    DoL  e. 

Foreman  of  macbinisU 

8 

00 

6    75 

First  claaa  macbiniata  .. 

1 

76 

2    70 

Medinm 

1 

25 

2    25 

Helpers 

0 

95 

1    85 

Foreman  of  blackemiibs 

2 

50 

4    00 

Blacksmiths       

1 

50 

2    65 

Foreman  in  foundry     •  • 

8 

00 

5    45 

Workmen        „ 

1    lk)tol 

65 

2    50 

Foreman  of  brass  founders 

8 

00 

8    20 

Brass  founders 

2 

50 

8    00 

Foreman  of  pattern  makers    • . 

2 

50 

8    75 

Pattern  makers 

1 

75 

8    00 

Foreman  of  sword  makers       • . 

2 

50 

4    86 

Sword  makers 

1 

76 

6    00 

1 

25 

8    00 

Woodworkers 

1 

60 

2    18 

Painters 

1 

40 

2    80 

Tiabourers          

0 

95 

1    25 

Ordinary  workmen,  U.S.  armoury 

2 

00 

8    00 

Wire  makers,  first  class 

2 

00 

8    25 

„        „        second  class 

1 

62 

2    25 

third  class 

1 

00 

1    76 

Employ^  in  Cotton  Mills— 

Oyerseers,  males 

2 

50 

8    00 

Second  hands,  males     . . 

1 

88 

I    75 

Card  grinders     „ 

1 

00 

1    60 

Card  strippers    „ 

0 

ee 

1    83 

Picker  hands      „         ••         c. 

0 

75 

1    25 

Oilers,  males 

0 

75 

1    25 

Fly  frame  tenders,  males 

0 

62 

1    85 

Spare  belp,  males  and  females. . 

0 

50 

I    00 

Spinners,  females 

0 

50 

0    80 

Dressertenders,  males  andfemales 

1 

08 

1    76 

Warper  tenders,  females 

0 

66 

0    90 

Spoolers,  females 

Weaving  room  overseers,  males 

0 
2 

60 
60 

0    90 
8    50 

Loom  fixers,  males 

1 

88 

2    00 

Weavers,  females,  average 

0 

74 

1    12 

Machinists,  males 

1 

42 

2    08 

DyehoQse  hands,  males  . . 

1 

00 

1    62 

Cloth  finishers,  females 

0 

40 

0    90 

Labourers,  males 

1 

00 

1    25 

Employte  in  Woollen  Mills- 
Wool  sorters      

1 

87 

1    76 

Dye-house  hands 

0 

88 

1    87 

Second  hands  in  card  room      • . 

1 

12 

2    26 

Other  adult  help  in  card  room 

0    75tol 

00 

1    OOtol    87 

Boys       . .         •  •        • • 

0    42      0 

67 

0    62      0    92 

Spinners,  men 

1    04      1 

84 

1    50      1    76 

Dresser  tenders 

1 

00 

1    75 

Loom  fixers        

1    88      1 

50 

1    80      2    00 

Weavers,  women 

0    68      1 

08 

0    80      1    40 

„       men 

0 

77 

1     12 

Fulling 

0 

88 

1    25 

Sheartenders 

0 

77 

1    12 

Burlers,  women  and  girls 

0 

50 

0    76 

Pressors 

0 

85 

1    50 

Machinists         

2 

00 

8    00 

Boiler  tenders 

1 

00 

S    00 

Card-room  bosses 

2 

25 

4    00 

Pye-house          

2 

00 

8    50 

Spinners  •• 

Finisher 

1 

1 

75 
50 

4    00 
8    00 
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1860. 


Weaver 

Fuller 

Carpenter  « . 

Gig  tenders 
Paper  Makers — 

Bkilled  help  in  manufacturing 
„       „         finishing 

Girls  in  finishing 

Girls  cutting  rags  (per  cwt.) 

Johhers,  men 
Button  Makers  — 

Skilled  male  help 

Common     „ 

Women    .. 
Railroad  Men— ' 

Passenger  conductors,  per  month 

Freight  conductors        •  •         •  • 

Engineers  (engine  drivers) 

Firemen 

Passenger  brakemen 

Freight  brakemen 

Section  foremen 

Labourers  on  track 

Station  labourers,  per  day 

Machinists^  painters  and  carpen- 
ters       

Workmen  in  machine  shops    . . 
Out-door  Workmen — 

Day  labourers 

Labourer  with  two  horses 

Masons 

Carpenters         


Dol.  c.  Dol.  c. 

2  00 

0  90 

1  50 

0  77 

1  25 

1  20 

0  62 

0  50 

1  00 

2  00  to  2  50 

1  00   1  25 

0  50   0  75 

70  00  75  00 

50  00 

60  00 

80  00 

30  00 

80  00 

40  00  45  00 

22  00 

0  90   1  00 

1  75   2  00 

1  00   1  62^ 

1  00 

8  90 

2  25  .2  50 
1  50   2  00 


1875. 


Dol.  0. 


Dol.  c. 

8  00 

2  50 

2  75 

1  12 

1  95 

1  90 

1  12 

0  70 

1  42 


8  00  to  8  50 

1  50   2  25 

1  00   1  25 

80  00  90  00 

60  00 

80  00  90  00 

45  00 

45  00 

42  00  45  00 

55  00  60  00 

85  00 

1  95 

2  25   2  40 

1  85   2  25 

1  50 

4  00   4  50 

a  25 

2  25   2  50 


Domestics  now  receive  from  2  dol.  50  c.  to  4  dol.  50  c.  a-week.  The 
common  domestic  gets  about  3  dol. ;  the  extra  good  general  housework, 
3  dol.  50  c;  cooks  of  skill,  4  dol.  and  5  dol.  In  1^0  the  rates  were 
from  1  dol.  50  c.  to  2  do].,  running  rarely  to  2  dol.  50  c.  The  best  hotel 
waiters  get  from  20  dol.  to  25  dol.  a  month  in  summer,  and  18  dol.  in 
winter ;  whereas  the  price  in  1860  was  ahout  12  dol.  throughout  the 
year.  Cigar  makers  average  about  15  dol.  a-week,  against  ]  I  dol.  in 
1860 ;  and  whip  makers  12  dol.  to  14  dol.  a-week,  against  8  dol.  and 
10  dol.  in  1860.  The  general  average  of  advance  (witn  the  important 
qualification  above  alluded  to),  shows  t^^t  wages  are  still  nominally 
52  per  cent  higher  than  in  1860.  The  particular  figures  are  given  as 
follows : — 


Percent 

Bailroads,  advaace 

over  rates  of  1860     . . 

ZH 

Cotton             y, 

II 

rt                   •  •             • 

50 

Woollen 

n 

„                    . .             • 

65 

Paper              „ 

t1 

II  •                  •  •             • 

55 

Buttons           „ 

II 

it                   •  •             • 

55 

X     :: 

$» 

1) 

„                    ..             . 
„                    •  •             • 

50 
44 

Domestic 

tt 

II                    •  •             • 

65 

Iron  and  Wood 

ti 

„                    .  •             . 

64 

Day  labour      „ 

»» 

it                   •  •             • 

40 

Average 

52 
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UiriTED  STATES. 


Tbades  TTiaoy. 

The  published  reports  on  the  condition  of  the  labour  market  in  this 
citr»  both  for  skilled  and  unskilled  labour,  show  that  the  mechanical 
industries  have  not  yet  recovered  from  the  financial  crisis  of  1873. 
The  number  of  haods  employed  seems  to  be  gradually  decreasing,  and 
the  wages  exhibit  a  corres^nding  reduction.  The  trades  unions  now 
number  only  about  one-third  of  their  total  strength  three  years  ago. 
This  is  more  especially  the  cage  in  regard  to  the  building  trades,  the 
societies  in  which,  in  1873,  numbered  over  10,000  members,  whereas 
now  the  number  is  not  much  above  8,000. 

A  list  of  the  principal  trades  unions  is  appended,  from  which  it  will 
bo  seen  that,  in  1873,  the  various  unions  had  altogether  48,180 
members ;  while,  at  the  present  time,  they  contain  less  than  18,000,  of 
which  about  3,800  are  out  of  employment.  Of  workmen  outside  of 
trades  organizations,  it  is  estimated  that  there  are  probably  58,000,  of 
which  about  two-fifths  are  idle. 


Name  of  Umon. 


Strength 

in 

1878. 


Strength 

in 

1876. 


Komber 
idle  in 
1873. 


Komber 
idle  in 
1876. 


Empire  Lodge   of    Amalgamated 

Carpenters 

Amalxamated  carpenters  and  joiners 

Bricklayers 

Stonecatters 

Stonemasons 

Plasterers 

Origins        

Brass  moulders  and  finishers 

Fresco  painters        

Painters        ..         

Goldbeaters 

Sailmakers 

Mnsical  Protective  Society  . . 
Carriage  builders     . . 
Ship  caulkers  and  joiners    . . 

Coopers        

Cabinetmakers        

Yamishers  and  polishers     . . 

Paperhaogers  

Horseahoers 

Machinists  and  blacksmiths 

Tailors  

Cigar  makers 

Iron  moulders  

Hatters         

JiOng  shoremen  

Box  makers 

Labourers 

Bakers 
Printers        .• 

Total 


2,000 

150 

2,500 

2,500 

850 

2,000 

1,700 

150 

200 

J,100 

80 

200 

2,000 

200 

150 

1,700 

1,900 

200 

100 

200 

800 

1.700 

1,700 

700 

3,000 

8,000 

200 

10,000 

500 

2,700 


48,180 


800 
500 

1,200 
800 
500 

1,000 
200 
200 
400 
80 
200 

2,000 
200 
400 
200 
300 
200 
200 
800 
800 

1,500 
500 
200 

1,000 
600 
200 
500 
500 

2,400 


700 

50 

1,000 

500 
00 

500 

800 


900 

300 
75 


800 
600 


5,000 

"soo 


17,880 


11,115 


150 

800 

400 

80 

185 

200 

40 

40 

150 

20 

60 

"40 

80 

50 

100 

100 

75 

100 

200 

200 

100 

100 

100 

200 

20 

250 

60 

500 


8,790 


The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  workmen  outside  of 
the  various  trade  organizations,  and  l^he  probable  number  out  of  em- 
ployment :— 
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Piano  makers        •• 
Carpenters  and  joiners 
Bricklayers 
Stonecutters  and  masons  . . 

Plasterers 

Brass  monlders      « « 
Painters 
Sail  makers 
Carriage  makers    .  • 
Siiip  canlkers        .  • 

Coopers        

Cabinet  makers     . . 
Blacksmiths  and  machinists 

Tailors        

Crispins 

Cigar  makers 
Iron  moulders 
Hatters 
Longshore  men 

Labourers 

Printers 

Bakers        

Plumbers 

Total 


58,850 


Probable 

Probable 

Number. 

Number  Idle. 

8,000 

, , 

7,500  ' 

8,750 

8,000 

2,000 

1,800 

400 

4,000 

1,800 

800 

60 

1,600 

500 

800 

100 

1,800 

800 

100 

50 

2,800 

700 

4,500 

1,200 

2,400 

700 

2,800 

750 

4,000 

1,600 

3,000 

800 

800 

200 

500 

60 

2,400 

800 

10,000 

5,000 

500 

100 

2,000 

200 

750 

850 

21,420 


The  falling  off  in  the  demand  for  labour  is  of  course  to  be  attributed 
to  diminished  production,  mainly  brought  about  by  the  spirit  of  economy 
whWk  bas  been  evident  everywhere.  This  has  induced  a  large  class  of 
consumers  to  refrain  from  purchases  which,  in  more  favourable  times, 
would  have  been  freely  made.  And,  with  the  lessened  demand  for 
labour,  wages  have  had  to  submit  to  a  corresponding  reduction.  Before 
1873,  when  the  unions  were  in  full  strength,  bricklayers,  stone- 
masons, and  carpenters,  could  earn  4  doL  60  c.  to  5  dol.  a-day.  Brick- 
layers may  now  be  had  for  2  dol.  a-day,  or,  indeed,  any  sum  that  the 
men  will  take ;  for,  in  the  present  condition  of  things  the  unions 
are  nearly  powerless  owing  to  the  diminished  demand  for  labour. 
Stone  cutters  are  somewhat  better  off  than  the  bricklayers,  as  their 
wages  are  still  3  dol.  50  c.  a-day.  Plasterers  accept  2  dol.  a-day,  where 
they  used  to  earn  5  dol.;  and  plumbers  are  even  worse  off.  The  earn- 
ings of  varniahers  and  polishers  have  dropped  from  18  do),  to  10  dol.  a 
week ;  wages  of  paperhangers  average  from  10  dol.  to  12  dol.  a  week, 
but  there  is  little  demand  for  their  services.  The  trades  perhaps  least 
affected  are  the  tailors,  shoemakers,  and  hatters,  though  they  too  have 
Buffered  from  the  general  depression  and  lack  of  employment.  Pur- 
chasers now  seek  a  cheaper  class  of  goods  than  formerly,  and  especially 
is  this  noticeable  in  the  item  of  ready-made  furniture,  the  demand  for 
which  has  been  almost  for  the  cheapest  kinds,  the  better  varieties  of  it 
being  a  drug  on  the  market.  Contrasted  with  the  showing  of  some  of 
the  trades,  the  carriage  makers,  cigar  makers,  and  piano  makers  have 
been  more  favourably  situated,  the  falling  off  in  their  wages  being  much 
less  than  among  bricklayers  and  mechanics,  though  carriages,  cigars, 
and  pianos  may  certainly  be  considered  articles  of  luxury. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  reduction  in  the  demand  for  labour  and  in  the 
[419]  2  T 
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wages  offered  indicate  economy  rafcher  than  po^ertj  in  the  consuming 
class. 

Unskilled  labour  has,  of  course,  had  to  bear  the  heaviest  pr^sore. 
The  longshoremen's  or  dock  labourers'  union  in  this  city,  formerly  ao 
strong,  has  now  but  a  nominal  existence,  and  its  mandates  are  nearly 
powerless. 

The  labourers*  union  is  entirely  broken  up ;  and  the  same  mar  be 
said  of  other  similar  societies.  In  fact,  common  labourers — in  which 
term  may  be  comprised  some  who  would  object  to  be  classed  as  such 
— canjust  now,  be  had  in  this  city  in  any  numbers  for  1  doL  a-day, 
where  they  used  heretofore  to  earn  more  than  double  that  rate. 

So  soon  as  a  more  prosperous  condition  of  affiiirs  arises,  and  the 
necessity  for  the  present  rigid  economy  shall  have  passed  away,  the  tone 
of  the  labour  market  here  will  doubtless  be  improved ;  and  the  fact 
that  this  economy  has  been  and  is  being  (practised  is  one  of  the  most 
promising  signs  of  a  return  of  prosperity  in  the  future. 

IsSTTRATSfCE. 

The  number  of  insurance  companies  subject  to  the  supervision  of 
the  insurance  department  on  the  19th  day  of  November,  1875,  was  281. 

The  total  amount  of  stocks  and  mortgages  held  by  the  insurance 
department  for  the  protection  of  policy  holders  of  fire,  life,  and  casualty 
insurance  companies  of  this  State,  and  of  foreign  insurance  companies 
doing  business  within  it,  was  11,036,000  dol. 

The  assets  of  the  life  insurance  companies  of  this  State  amount  to 
nearly  200,000,000  dol. ;  the  amount  insured  by  them  to  1,000,000,000 
dol. ;  and  their  annual  receipts  to  more  than  60,000,000  dol. 

Debt — State  Appbopbiatioks  and  Taxes — State  op  New 
ToBK,  1875. 

The  debt  of  the  State  of  New  York  on  the  30th  September,  1875, 
after  deducting  the  assets  in  the  sinking  fund  at  that  time  applicable  to 
their  payment,  is  exhibited  in  the  following  statement : — 


General  F«nd 
ContiDgent .  • 
Canal 
Bounty        .  • 


TMl. 


Debt,  September 
80, 1875. 


Dol.  c. 

8,119,526  40 

68,000  00 

10,086,660  00 

15,054,500  00 


28,828,686    40 


Sinkmg  Fund, 
September 
80,  1875. 


Dol.  c. 

8,029,605  70 

86,677  64 

1,448,845  51 

9,066,758  29* 


18,581,882    14 


Balance. 


Dol.  e. 

89,920  70 

81,822  86 

8,688,814  49 

5,987,746  71 


14^747,804    26 


The  State  appropriations  and  taxes  of  1876  compared  with  those  of 
1874  were  as  follows : — 


•Dedncting  interest  aecmed  to  October  1, 1875,  payable  Janoaiy  1, 187d. 
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Tax  compttted 

Tax  computed 

AppTopriationa 

on 

on 

EzoeM. 

of  1876. 

Valnatlooof 

Valuation  of 

Mill0. 

1874. 

1876. 

Del.         c. 

Doi.        c. 

Dol.        c. 

Dol.       e. 

Schooli     

u 

2,712,000    00 

2,711,634    84 

2,969,726    18 

248,090    29 

Boxmtj  debt       

2 

4,260,000    00 

4,838,616    76 

4,736,560    20 

896,944    46 

Capitol     

ot 

1,000,000    00 

1,084,663    94 

1,183,890    06 

99,286    11 

Canal  floating  debt      ... 

Oh 

266,000    00 

271,163    48 

296,972    61 

24,809    OS 

Canal  awards     

1-6 

422,766    00 

433,861    67 

478,666    02 

89,694    46 

Cteneral  porpoees 

11 

2,986,825    00 

2,982,798    88 

8,265,697    64 

272,899    31 

Deficiency  and  asjlnm ... 

u 

1,625,218    68 

1,193.199    83 

1,802,279    06 

109,169    7S 

Total ... 

13,172,805    43 

13,015,847    24 

14,026,680    61 

1,190,838    87 

Dol.  c. 
Exeess  of  appropriatioiuB  over  tax  computed 

on  yaluation  of  ld74      . .         . .  . .     156,958    19 

Excess  of  tax  compnted  onTalnation  of  1875 

orer  tax  oompnted  onyaJuationof  1874  1,190,883  87 
Excess  of  tax  compated  on  yaluation  of 

1875  orer  appropriations  of  1875         • .  1,088,875    18 


Eighty-four  banks  were  doing  business  under  the  State  law  on  the 
Ist  of  October,  1875.  Eight  of  these  were  organized  and  commenced 
business  during  the  year.  One  bank  failed,  and  three  were  converted 
into  national  banks.  Circulating  notes  to  the  amount  of  9,314  dol. 
were  destroyed  by  the  bank  department,  and  forty-four  banks  were 
credited  with  lost  circulation  during  the  year  to  the  amount  of  246,64d 
dol.,  the  time  for  redeeming  the  same  after  the  usual  notice  having 
expired.  The  amount  of  circulation  outstanding  on  the  Ist  of  October 
was  849,226  dol.  50  c.  Of  this  amount  the  sum  of  218,528  dol.  was 
secured  by  deposits  of  cash,  stocks,  and  '  mortgages.  The  balance, 
630,698  dol.  50  c,  is  not  secured,  it  having  been  issued  to  banks 
chartered  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  Free  Banking  Act.  There 
remain  but  twenty-three  of  thee  banks  that  have  not  taken  steps  to 
finally  redeem  their  notes. 

Satutos  Banks. 

There  were  160  savings  banks  in  the  State  on  the  1st  of  July,  1875. 
Of  these  five  were  in  process  of  closing  their  business.  Five  have  since 
closed — three  by  reason  of  insolvency.  The  new  general  law  for  the 
regulation  of  savings  banks  does  not  require  them  to  report  in  July  as 
they  have  formerly  done.  The  aggregate  of  their  assets  from  informal 
reports  made  to  the  bank  department  on  the  Ist  July  last  was 
836,308,236  dol.  43  c.  Their  deposits  were  316,335,617  dol.  82  c, 
belonging  to  891,992  depositors.  The  increase  in  deposits  during  the 
six  months  ending  July  1st  last  was  over  12,000,000  dol.,  and  in 
number  of  depositors  19,494.  The  number  of  depositors  is  larger 
than  the  number  of  electors  who  have  ever  voted  at  an  election  in  the 
State,  and  the  aggregate  of  their  deposits  is  more  than  one-eighth  of 
the  assessed  valuation  of  all  real  and  personal  property. 

There  were  eleven  trust,  loan,  and  indemnity  companies  reporting 
to  the  bank  department  July  1st,  1875,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of 
11,684,475  dol.  Their  total  amount  of  assets  was  69,654,946  dol.,  and 
the  amount  due  depositors  was  50,365,569  doL 

The  estimated  amount  of  assets  held  July  1st,  1875,  in  the  State  of 
New  York  by  banks  (not  national),  savings  banks,  trust,  loan,  and 
indemnity  companies  was  520,000,000  dol.,  owing  depositors,  approxi- 

2x2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S22  ITKITEJ)  STATES. 

mately,  482,000,000  doL,  and  holding  profits,  inclading  surplus  fundtf, 
of  about  39,000,000  dol. 

The  condition  of  the  national  banks  of  the  citj  of  New  York  on  the 
17th  day  of  December,  1875,  as  shown  by  their  quarterly  official  state- 
ments, was  as  follows: — 

LlABOiinES. 

DolUra. 

Capital 68,200,000 

Ketprofito           82,152,000 

Circalation  State  and  National . .         ..  19,S88,900 

Dae  banks 82,557,800 

Dae  depoBiton 111,186,500 

Dae  all  others,  nnpaid  dividends          . .  188^900 

Total         818,619,000 

BasouBois. 

Dollars. 

Loans  and  dlscoants       187,901,700 

Stocks  and  bonds  and  mortgages          .  •  46,869,900 

Real  estate           8,720,500 

Dae  from  banks 16,525,000 

Gash  items  and  bank  notes       ..         ..  8,231,500 

Specie        18,401,100 

Legal  tenders 87,888,200 

Overdrafts          131,100 

Total         818,619,000 

The  condition  of  the  State  banks  of  the  city  of  New  York  on  the 
18th  day  of  December,  1875,  was  as  follows : — 

LlABILinES. 

Dollars. 

Capital 15,282,200 

Net  profits 5,677,200 

Circulation,  state  and  national' . .         . .  82,800 

Due  banks            5,242,200 

Dae  depositors 81,092,000 

Dae  all  others,  unpaid  dividends          •  •  88,900 

Total         57,868,800 

Bbsoubok. 

Dollars. 

Loans  and  discounts        48,868,700 

Stocks  and  bonds  and  mortgagee          . .  1,209,600 

RealesUte 1,648,700 

Due  from  banks 6,860,100 

Cash  items  and  bank  notes        . .         . .  68,500 

Specie        1,820,000 

Legal  tenders 1,105,600 

Overdrafts          20,100 

Total         57,868,800 

New  Tobk  City  Fikanoes. 

There  has  been  some  improyement  in  the  finances  of  the  ci<^. 
During  1874  there  were  issued  bonds  amounting  to  48,902,253  dol., 
and  those  falling  due  and  paid  off  in  the  same  time  amounted  to  but 
89,281,121  dol.,  leaving  an  addition  to  the  public  debt  of  9,671,131  doL 
In  1876  there  were  issued  bonds  amounting  to  35,088,266  dol.,  ieaying 
January  Ist^  1876^  an  apparent  addition  of  2,718,273  doL  to  Ihe  debt.  ^ 
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Dollars.       Dollars. 
Olie  funded  debt  of  the  city  is    ..         ••     119,056,908 
Less  amount  in  sinking  lund     . .        .  •       27,902,^44 

91,154,859 

Temporary  debt  secured  by  assessments  . .        .  •  21,822,200 
Revenue  bonds  secured  by  taxes  of  1875 . .        . .        4,142,927 

Total  debt  (which  does  not  include  that  of 
Brooklyn,  85,081,000  doL). ;         . .        . .     116,619,486 

being  an  increase  of  1,431,606  dol.  over  the  indebtedness  of  the 
81st  December,  1874 ;  but  the  actual  amount  of  the  real  indebtedness  * 
of  the  city — the  funded  debt — was,  on  the  Slst  December,  1874,  after 
deducting  amount  in  sinking^  fund,  91,625,779  dol.  On  the  Slst 
December,  1875,  this  funded  debt  shows  a  decrease  of  471,420  dol. 
■  The  municipal  expenditures  for  1875  were  36,956,472  dol.  The 
ap{)ropriations  tor  the  year  1876,  as  finally  determined  by  the  board  of 
estimate  and  apportionment,  amount  to  34,904,395  doL,  showing  a 
decrease  of  2,052,076  dol. 

FopuLATioK  OP  New  Yobk  Statb. 

The  population  of  this  State,  according  to  the  State  census  taken 
last  midsummer,  was  4,705,208.  In  the  previous  census  of  1870  it  was 
shown  to  be  4,382,759,  and  in  that  of  1865,  3,831,751 ;  so  that  during 
the  last  five  years  there  has  been  an  increase  of  322,44*9,  and  since 
1865  of  837,457. 

The  increase  of  population  in  the  State  since  1845  is  shown  in  the 
following  statement: — 

1845 2,604,495 

1850 8,097,894 

1855 '        ..  ..  8,466,118 

1860 ..         ..  8,880,785 

1865 8,831,754 

1870 4,382,759 

1875 4,705,208 

from  which  it  appears  that  the  population  has  been  nearly  doubled 
within  the  last  thirty  years. 

Immigration  has  Seen  much  larger  during  the  last  ten  years  than 
formerly.  The  net  immigration  into  the  United  States  for  the  ten 
years  ending  June  30th,  1875,  was  3,378,027.  For  the  last  five  fiscal 
years,  1861  to  1865  inclusively,  it  was  only  709,458,  or  less  than  half 
the  rate  for  the  last  ten  years ;  and,  for  the  ten  years  ending  with  1860, 
the  arrivals  were  2,598^14.  If,  therefore,  this  State  has  derived  its 
usual  increment  from  immigration,  there  has  been  more  than  the  ordi- 
nary increase  from  this  source.  This  observation,  however,  can  only  be 
maae  hypothetically,  as  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  how  the  foreign 
arrivals  have  been  distributed  during  late  yeai*s,  as  compared  with 
.  former  periods. 

A  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  voters  is  apparent  in  this 
last  census,  being  1,138,330  in  1876,  against  823,426  in  1865.  The 
ratio  of  voters  in  the  entire  State  to  the  aggregate  population  is  one  in 
four  and  one-eighth  nearly. 

The  total  population  is  4,705,208 ;  the  number  of  voters  1,138,330. 
Of  the  voters,  743,082  are  native,  and  395,248  are  naturalized  citizens. 

The  returns  of  the  census  of  this  State,  taken  during  the  past  year, 
not  having  been  as  yet  digested  and  published,  I  am  precluded  from 
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embracing  in  this  report  the  valuable  information  in  reference  to  tbe 
agricultural  and  manufaetunng  industries  of  the  State  which  the  dstaila 
of  the  census  will  furnish. 

iMMiGBATroir. 

The  number  and  nationalitj  of  emigrants  landed  at  this  port  during 
the  year  1 875,  compared  with  the  arrivala  in  1874,  are  shown  in  the 
subjoined  statement : — 


Gennan  Empire 

Austrijui  Empire 

Switzerland   .. 

HolUnd 

Belgimn 

Loxemboorg  . . 

Denmark 

Norway 

Sweden 

Bussia.. 

France 

Spain.. 

Italy  .. 

England 

Scotland 

Ireland 

Wales.. 

Oihm  countries 

Total  .. 


1875. 


84,560 


1874. 


25,559 

40,302 

4,970 

5,821 

1,439 

2,296 

894 

1,335 

214 

325 

147 

829 

1,854 

3,167 

2,602 

8,447 

8,808 

3,743 

8,128 

7,665 

2,876 

8,316 

190 

249 

2,575 

5,084 

10,708 

19,077 

8,070 

4,739 

19,924 

37,449 

849 

1,226 

678 

1,128 

140,041 


The  arrivals  during  1875  were  but  little  over  one  half  those  of  the 
previous  year.  The  decrease  is  attributable  principally  to  the  un- 
faTourable  accounts  sent  home  respecting  the  labour  market  here,  and 
partly  to  the  discouragement  of  emigration  by  the  German  Gk)vem- 
ment.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  arrivals  at  New  York, 
of  all  classes,  during  the  last  ten  years :— 


Year. 

Komber. 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1878 

1874 

1875 

233,418 
242,781 
218,695 
258^89 
212,170 
229,639 
294,581 
266,818 
140,041 
84,560 

This  total  of  84,560  is  onl^  about  28  per  cent,  of  the  immigration  of 
1872,  the  year  before  the  panic,  in  which  year  the  number  of  emignaftt 
anrtring  here  amounted  to  204,581,  as  shown  above. 
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Bbtttsk  EniGBATioir. 

The  number  of  steerage  passengers  conveyed  to  Europe  from  this 
port  by  the  seyeral  steamsbip  companies,  during  the  past  year,  was,  as 
nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  about  60,000,  and  of  this  number  probaUy 
more  than  two-thirds  may  be  assumed  to  have  returned  home,  on 
account  of  the  commercial  depression  and  lack  of  employment.  Taking, 
however,  40,000,  which  is  believed  to  be  a  low  estimate,  as  indicating 
the  return  emigration  from  New  York,  this  number  deducted  from  the 
number  of  arrivals,  would  leave  a  net  immigration  of  44,560  only,  into 
this  porty  during  the  past  twelve  months,  from  all  countries. 

Laboub  Bttkeau — Castlb  Gabdsn. 

The  Labour  Bureau,  during  the  year,  provided  empbyment  for 
12,440  persons,  of  which  number  7,008  were  males,  and  5,432  females. 
Of  the  males,  5,838  were  mechanics,  and  1,170  agricultural  and  other 
labourers. 

As  to  pecuniary  condition,  the  emigrants  of  the  last  year  were  above 
the  average,  and  most  of  them  had  some  fixed  destination  prior  to 
departure  from  Europe. 

Social  Statistics. 

The  vital  statistics  of  New  York  city  for  the  year  ending  Slst 
December,  1876,  are  as  follows:— 

Deaths. 

Zymotic  diieases 11,058 

Gonstitiitional  diBeases 6,207 

Local  diaeases 10,899 

Developmental  diaeaseB . .  '1,785 

Deatiia  by  violence          1,194 

Total        «M« 

The  deaths  ftrom  contagions  diseaaes  were  :— 

SmaUpox 1,279 

Measles 161 

Scarlatina 510 

Diphtheria          2,855 

Whooping  congh 428 

Deaths  from  bronchitis 1,127 

Pneumonia  2,728 

Phthisis  pnbnonaiis       4,245 

DianhcBtl  diseases         8,689 

Deaths  of  children  under  one  year  ..      8,642 

„  „  „     fiye  years     ••  15,058 

Soicidet 142 

BnoBL 
Births  daring  the  year  ..        ..  28,818 


Marriages  (nnoertain)    .«  •«        ..      7,565 

As  stated  in  a  former  report,  but  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on 
the  statistics  in  New  York  of  births  and  marriages. 
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CoiocoK  School  Statistics,  Teab  Eitdikg  Seft£mb£b  SOth,  1875 

Total  ezpenditareB        11,865,877  dol.  79  a 

Amoant  paid  for  teachers'  wages        7,848,281  doL  67  c. 

Namber  of  school  houses         11,787 

„           „      districts,  exdoding  cities . .         ..  11,289 

„       teachers  employed  for  the  legal  term      . .  19,157 
„             „             „        during  any  portion  of 

the  year 29,977 

Amount  paid  for  school  houses,  repairs,  &c 1,844,847  dol.  20  c. 

Estimated  value  of  school  houses  and  sites    . .         . .  86,893,190  dol.  00  e. 

Number  of  children  attending  public  schools           . .  1,058,846  dol.  00  c. 

„              „             „         normal  schools          . .  6,207 

„             „        of  school  age  in  private  schools  185,098 

„         volumes  in  school  district  libraries        . .  812,655 
„        persons  in  the  State  between  the  ages  of 

5  and  21  years 1,579,504 

FiBBS. 

The  number  of  fires  in  New  York  in  1876  was  1,416,  on  which  the 
following  is  the  estimated  loss  and  insurance : — 


Loss. 

Insurance. 

On  buildings 

Onstock        

Dollars. 

512,949 

1,959,587 

Dollars. 

5,697,425 

10.588,468 

2,472,586 

16,285,888 

Uninsured  loss  529,815  dol. 
Bakqe  of  Losses. 


Less  than  100  dol.  at 

Between      100  doL  and   1,000  dol.  at 


1,000 

MOO 

„         10,000 

„         20,000 

Over  50,000  dol.  at 


5,000 
10,000 
20,000 
60,000 


Number  of  Fires. 
1,000 
254 
107 
24 
12 
10 
9 


Causis  of  Fibgs. 

Carelessness  of  occupants  and  employes    . .         . .  394 

Children  playing  with  matches       . .         . .         . .  77 

Defective  flues          62 

Explosion  of  liquid  gas        2 

Escaped  gas  from  meters     . .        38 

Foul  chimneys         172 

Fireworks      ••         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..  89 

Incendiary 40 

Kerosene  lamp  explosions 70 

Spontaneous  combu^ion 40 

Vapour  of  benzine  or  kerozene       . .         ...      . .  3 

Slaking  of  lime        2 
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BuiLDiKa  Statistics. 


Plans  and  specifications  filed  for  new  buildings 
„  „  alterations 

Estimated  cost  of  new  bnildings 
„  „       alterations    .. 

New  buildings  begun    . .         • .         • . 
„  completed 

Unsafe  bnildings  taken  down  and  removed 
„  repaired 

Whole  number  of  buildings  reported  unsafe 


811 

i,iei 

18,286,770  dol. 
8,200,438  dol. 
1,184 
3,261 
90 
1,678 
1,608 


Classification  of  Plans  and  Specifications  filed  for  Buildings : 

First  class  dwellings 878 

Second  class     „       ..         ..         68 

Third  class       „ 638 

Frenchflats 90 

First  class  stores 44 

Second  class    „        8 

Third  class      „     • 82 

Factories  and  workshops 65 

Office  buildings        11 

School  houses           6 

Public  buildings 7 

Stables          .'         ..  90 

Churches 4 


Street  Sailboads. 

The  following  table  gives  the  statistics  of  the  street  railroads  in  New 
York  citj : — 


Accidents. 

k 

•g 

*S  § 

II 

II 

t 

i 

3 

1 

DolUrs. 

Broadway  and  7th  Avenue  . . 

127 

1,100 

19,708,226 

985,411 

2 

1 

Second  Avenue 

159 

1,109 

15,602,986 

780,146 

2 

9 

Third  Avenue 

268 

2,004 

81,542,000 

1,720,858 

1 

6 

Sixth  Avenue.. 

100 

1,025 

16,738,201 

886,910 

.. 

Eighth  Avenue 

112 

1,075 

16,285,500 

814,275 

. , 

Ninth  Avenue 

20 

200 

2,085,510 

104,275 

•  • 

Twenty-thlrd  Street  • 

82 

170 

8,278,146 

165,657 

, , 

Bleecker  Street 

80 

800 

4,859,786 

248,108 

Central  Cross  Town  . 

80 

149 

1,487,022 

74,851 

« 

Christopher  Street    . 

26 

75 

1,857,545 

91,877 

•  • 

Dry  Dock  and  Broadway  (B.) 

181 

876^ 

15,610,286 

780,514 

9 

Houston  and  West  Streets  .. 

46 

821 

8,341,547 

200,492 

1 

Central  Park  K.and  £.  River 

181 

1,008 

14,641,159 

719,876 

1 

Hariem  Bridge,  &c 

20 

184 

1,181,094 

82,676 

2 

•  a 

South  Ferry 

11 

60 

751,880 

80,174 

1 

,  . 

K.  Y.  Elevated  (steam) 

•• 

•• 

920,571 

92,057 

•• 

•• 

Experiments  are  being  made  in  Brooklyn  in  substituting  steam  for 
horses  on  the  street  railroads.  The  need  for  such  a  change  is  evident. 
Horse-roads  are  a  clumsy  expedient  at  best,  and  behind  the  age,  and  it 
is  probable  that  in  a  few  years  light  engines  will  be  attached  to  each 
car,  and  horse-traction  abandoned. 
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New  Yovk  Sailboads. 

The  Vanderbilt  roads  (comprising  the  Hudson  Bivar,  Harlem,  and 
New  York  Central)  and  the  Erie  JEUilroad  are  the  principal  roads 
traversing  the  State,  and  ending  in  the  city  of  New  York.  The  &8t 
owns  2,042*95  miles  of  track,  and  leases  339*44  miles.  The  gross  earn- 
ings for  1875  were  29,027,218  del.  3  c.;  the  net  earnings  11,766,110 
dol.  89  c.  Operating  expenses,  59*46  per  cent,  of  the  gross  earnings. 
The  capital  stock  (not  including  that  of  leased  roads,  of  which  tf^rW" 
is  one)  is  89,428,300  dol. ;  funded  debt,  40,008,667  doL  62  c  The 
Erie  railroad  has  a  capital  stock  of  86,536,910  dol.,  a  funded  debt  of 
54,271374  dol.,  and  a  floating  debt  of  1,421,641  dol.  88  c.  The  gross 
earnings  for  1875  were  17,677,746  dol.  49  c.  The  transportation 
expenses  were  12,679,130  dol.  95  dol.,  and  total  payments  19,030,911 
dol.  26  c  leaving  a  deficit  on  the  year's  business  of  1,353,164  doL  77  c 

New  York  Post  Oppicb. 

The  following  statement  of  the  money' business  of  the  New  York 
Post  Office  is  approximately  given,  as  the  concluding  business  of  the 
year  is  not  yet  arrived  at ; — 

Dollars. 
DomeBtdc— 

Depodts  received  from  postmasters 18,914,882 

Money  orders  iasaed 759,480 

Fees  on  the  same         4,878 

Postmasters' drafts  paid          6,762,984 

Money  orders  paid 6,488,897 

Deposit  to  credit  of  Postmaster-Qeneral       ..        ..  610,000 

Postmaster-QeneraVs  oheqnes 400,884 

Transfer  to  postage  aooomit    ••        ..        ••        ••  '       160,742 

Bevenne  from  money  orders 120,142 

Bxpense  acoonnt          26,454 

Station  fimds  advanced          46,800 

Honey  order  bosinesB  ai  stations       1,810,152 

Inlemational — 

British  orders  certified  (59,700)       1,040,441 

„             received  (18,929)        845,99» 

Qeiman  orders  certified  (86,010)       •  •         •  •         • .  782,408 

„             received  (27,819)        699,897 

Swiss  ordeis  certified  (8,010) 75,02^ 

„           received  (1,825) 88,880 

Total         84,022,254 
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Public  Wobks. 


New  Pott  Office. — ^The  new  stmctare  on  Bfoadwaj,  in  every  respect 
DTortbj  of  this  great  citj,  to  which  it  is  an  ornament,  was  completed  a 
few  months  since,  and  the  postal  service  was  at  once  removed  from  the 
old  and  inadequate  building,  and  has  since  been  carried  on  in  the  new 
edifice,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  all  classes. 

The  increased  accommodation  afforded  bj  the  new  building  had 
come  to  be  really  a  public  necessity. 

Saet  Biiver  Bridge. — The  work  on  this  bridge,  which  will  connect 
Brooklyn  with  New  York,  is  still  making  but  slow  progress,  and  there 
is  not  at  present  much  prospect  of  its  early  completion,  owing  to  Uie 
financial  and  other  difficulties  interposing. 

New  Capitol  at  Albany. — ^The  new  capitol  at  Albany,  a  substantial 
and  very  costly  edifice,  is  approaching  completion. 

Bapid  Tbaksit.— New  York  City. 

The  Gilbert  Elevated  Eailway  has  just  completed  its  road,  on  the 
west  side  of  this  city,  from  the  Battery  to  Central  Park,  a  distance  of 
about  four  miles,  which  will  be  a  great  convenience  to  people  in  this 
city  living  up  town.  But  the  accommodation  afforded  by  this  road, 
independent  of  objections  which  some  have  to  the  nature  of  the  structure 
— which  is  a  single  line  of  railway,  with  loop  sidings,  running  at  a  con- 
siderable height  from  the  street  level  on  iron  pillars  and  cross  girders — 
is  utterly  inadequate  to  the  travelling  requirements  of  this  great  and 
increasing  city.  Another  line  of  elevated  railway  has  been  decided 
upon  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  State  Legislature,  whidi 
will  run  on  the  east  side  of  Broadway,  and  complete  the  circuit  of  the 
city  upon  a  route  convenient  of  access.  The  most  urgently  needed 
sections  are  promised  to  be  finished  during  the  present  year. 

GeKERAIi   OBSEEVATIOIfS. 

Commercial  afiairs  in  this  city  have,  for  more  than  two  years,  i.e., 
since  the  financial  crisis  of  1873,  been  gradually  settling  down  to  a 
stable  and  more  healthy  basis.  The  volume  of  trade  and  commerce, 
both  domestic  and  foreign,  has  been  very  sensibly  diminished,  curtailing 
profits  in  all  directions ;  but  this  very  contraction,  contrasteid  with  the 
extravagant  and  speculative  transactions  of  former  years,  is,  in  itself,  an 
evidence  not  only  of  a  more  legitimate  mode  of  transacting  business, 
but  also  of  an  economy  of  expenditures  on  the  part  of  the  community 
generally,  which  must  necessarily  have  an  important  bearing  on  the 
restoration  of  what  has  been  so  long  wanted — confidence  and  credit 
The  present  condition  of  things  has  been  gradually  forced  upon  the 
people,  by  reason  of  the  heavy  burthens  of  taxation  caused  by  the 
enormous  cost  of  the  war,  and  the  settling  down  fictitious  and  inflated 
values  to  their  real  worth,  involving  failure  to  many  apparently  pros- 
perous concerns,  and  inflicting  heavy  losses  on  no  inconsiderabls  portion 
of  the  community.  Indebtedness  has  now,  however,  been  largely 
diminished ;  values  have  been  materially  reduced,  and,  in  many  cases, 
the  normal  standard  has  been  reached.  But  the  progress  towards  a 
better  state  of  things  has  necessarily  been  slow,  for  it  has  had  to  take 
place  under  peculiarlv  difficult  conditions.  While,  however,  the  aspect 
of  manufacturing  and  industrial  interests  has  been  gloomy  enough  for 
some  time  past,  there  is  a  satisiiBUstory  set  off  in  the  yield  of  the  crops 
of  the  country,  which  has  been  exceedingly  abundant  during  the  past 
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year, — and  the  rural  sections  generally  appear  to  be  in  a  fairly  sound 
condition,  thougli  they,  m  their  turn,  have  suffered,  and  are  sufferings, 
from  the  want  of  cheap  and  adequate  means  of  transportation  for  their 
products  to  tlie  seaboard. 

The  hard  experience  of  the  past  two  years  ought  to  have  prepared 
all  sides  to  desire  the  speedy  restoration  of  a  sound  currency.  But 
upon  this  subject,  fallacious  theories  and  unpractical  views  are 
vigorously  maintained  by  the  still  very  numerous  advocates  of  paper 
money,  and  supporters  of  a  depreciated  currency. 

Everything  now  depends  on  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  Congress  in 
.  restoring  the  standard  measures  of  values  heretofore  in  use,  and  now- 
adopted  by  all  other  commercial  nations — thus  removing  the  ruinous 
element  of  uncertainty  and  instability  which  at  present  pervades  and 
renders  hazardous  all  the  business  transactions  of  the  country.  During 
the  year  1875,  the  variations  in  the  premium  on  gold,  though  not  so 
marked  as  in  previous  years,  have,  nevertheless,  ranged  from  12§  per 
cent,  to  17f  per  cent.;  fluctuations  which  are  obviously  destructive  of 
the  calculations  on  which  success,  not  to  say  safety,  in  business  transac- 
tions depends. 

The  year  has  also  been  marked  by  a  general  and  further  decline  in 
prices,  and  though  not  so  great  as  in  187^,  the  reduction  has  extended 
to  a  wider  range  of  articles.  In  manufacturing  interests,  a  process  of 
reconstrui'iion  has  been  goiug  on ;  but,  in  the  case  of  some  of  them,  the 
contraction  of  production  has  been  less  than  is  generally  supposed. 
For  instance,  the  cotton  mills,  notwithstanding  their  partial  suspension 
of  work,  appear  to  have  consumed  more  cotten  than  in  any  previous 
year ;  and  the  same  is  probably  true  of  the  woollen  mills.  But  manu- 
facturing has  been  done  in  very  many  cases  at  a  loss,  and,  in  that  respect, 
the  results  were  unsatisfactory. 

In  a  large  number  of  manufacturing  trades  and  other  employments, 
wages  have  been  sensibly  reduced — in  some  cases  approaching  the  rates 
paid  before  the  war.  This  reduction  has,  in  some  of  the  industries  led 
to  strikes  on  the  part  of  the  employed,  who  have,  however,  in  the  end^ 
seen  tlie  necessity  of  submitting  to  the  stern  requirements  of  the  times, 
which  affect  all  classes  alike. 

For  the  time  being,  doubtless,  not  a  little  suffering  has  been  entailed 
upon  the  operatives,  owing  to  the  curtailment  of  their  means  of  living, 
and  of  the  comforts  which  they  have  heretofore  enjoyed.  But  this 
increasing  cheapness  of  labour  will  eventually  produce  beneficial 
results.  It  will  tend  to  stimulate  production,  and  consequently  cheapen 
products— and  the  probable  outcome  will  be  a  reduction  in  the  cost  of 
living,  which  will  compensate  the  inconveniences  and  hardships  of  the 
present  time. 

The  governor  of  this  State,  in  his  recent  annual  message  to  the 
State  Legislature,  remarks  as  follows  on  the  present  business  and  in- 
dustrial depression ;  and  sums  up  the  remedies  which,  iu  his  opinion^ 
are  necessary  to  produce  a  return  to  prosperity. 

"  But  the  remedies  for  the  evils  now  felt  by  the  people  in  their 
business  and  industries,  must  extend  beyond  any  measures  merely  re- 
lating to  the  currency.  They  must  be  broader  and  deeper.  They  must 
begin  with  a  prompt  and  large  reduction  in  governmental  expenditures 
and  taxation,  which  shall  leave  in  the  hands  that  earn  it  a  larger  share 
of  the  result  of  labour.  They  must  proceed  by  withdrawing,  as  muck 
as  possible,  government  interferences  that  cripple  the  industries  of  the 
people.  They  must  be  consummated  with  an  increased  efficiency  and 
economy  in  the  conduct  of  business,  and  in  the  processes  of  production, 
and  by  a  more  rigorous  frugality  in  private  consumption.  A  period 
of  self-denial  will  replace  what  has  been  wasted. 
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^  We  mast  build  up  a  new  prosperity  upon  the  old  foundations  of 
American  self-ffovemment ;  carry  back  our  political  systems  towards 
the  ideals  of  their  authors;  make  governmental  institutions  simple, 
frugal,  meddling  little  with  the  private  concerns  of  individuals — aiming 
at  fraternity  among  ourselves  and  peace  abroad — and  trusting  to  the 
people  to  work  out  their  own  prosperity  and  happiness.  All  the  elements 
of  national  growth  and  private  felicity  exist  in  an  abundance  whicb 
providence  has  vouchsafed  to  no  other  people." 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this,  the  centennial  year  of  the  Union,  will 
see  a  general  revival  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  that  the  present 
stagnation  may  give  place  to  a  large  and  profitable  development  of ' 
commercial  enterprise,  and  of  the  industrial  resources  of  the  country. 

Immigration, — ^The  subject  of  immigration  to  this  country,  the 
greater  proportion  of  which  finds  its  way  into  the  interior  through  this 
port,  should  not  be  passed  over  without  notice.  Here,  in  this  city 
especially,  as  well  as  in  other  cities  of  the  eastern  States,  the  labour 
market  is  overstocked,  and  new-comers,  very  many  of  whom  arrive  with 
verjr  little  means,  have  experienced  great  distress,  and  have  been 
obliged  to  fall  back  on  public  and  private  charities,  owing  to  failure  in 
obtaining  any  kind  of  employment.  The  applications  at  this  consulate 
on  the  part  of  such  persons,  as  well  as  by  letter,  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  to  be  sent  home  at  the  public  expense,  have  been  incessant 
and  very  numerous.  With  such  applications,  however,  there  is  of 
course  no  power  on  my  part  to  comply.  Until  times  mend,  these  un- 
fortunates must  be  in  some  way  sustained  by  the  communities  in  which 
they  are  situated.  The  accounts  which  have  been  sent  to  the  other 
side,  regarding  the  present  aspect  of  afBiiirs  here,  have  doubtless  dis- 
couraged many  intending  emigrants.  Hence  the  large  falling  off  in  the 
arrivals  of  the  past  year,  as  well  as  the  unusually  large  return  emi- 
gration from  this  country.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  those  who 
come  with  sufficient  means  to  carry  them  at  once  to  the  Western 
States,  and  to  provide  for  their  temporary  necessities,  soon  find  a 
means  of  livelihood  in  agricultural  pursuits ;  but  those  who  have  no 
such  means,  and  who  remain  in  the  eastern  cities,  find  it  next  to 
impossible  to  obtain  the  employment  which  at  starting  they  were  led 
to  expect,  and,  even  if  obtained,  soon  realize  that,  with  the  reduced  rate 
of  wages  prevailing  all  round,  and  the  high  cost  of  living,  their  position 
is  hardly,  if  at  all,  benefited  by  the  change. 

It  is  essential  to  make  these  observations  in  order  to  inculcate 
caution  and  foresight  on  the  part  of  those  who  may  contemplate 
emigrating  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  this  country  while  the  present 
state  of  commercial  and  industrial  depression  shall  continue. 

British  Trade  with  New  York, — The  decline  in  the  trade  of  New 
York,  during  the  last  year  with  the  United  Kingdom  and  British 
possessions  inroad,  as  shown  in  the  preceding  statistics,  was  less  in 
proportion  than  the  ratio  in  which  the  whole  import  and  export  trade 
of  the  year  fell  below  that  of  1874.  The  decline  m  the  value  of  British 
imports  was  equal  to  about  10  per  cent. ;  the  total  decline  in  the  value 
of  imports  from  all  countries  being  18 J  per  cent.  In  the  value  of 
exports  from  hence  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  British  possessions, 
the  falling  off  did  not  exceed  2  per  cent.,  against  a  decline  in  the  valae 
exported  to  all  countries  of  about  6  per  cent.  Since  1872,  however, 
which  was  the  year  of  the  most  extensive  British  trade  with  New  Yoric, 
the  decline  in  the  value  of  British  imports  has  been  enormous,  and 
it  is  deserving  of  serious  attention  on  the  part  of  manufacturers  and 
exporters  in  the  United  Kingdom,  for  it  is  evident  that,  apart  from  any 
causes  of  decline  arising  from  the  depression  of  trade  or  diminished 
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power  of  consumption  in  this  country,  there  are  others  which  appear  to 
strike  at  the  root  of  the  ascendancy  which  England  has  so  long  enjoyed 
in  this  market  for  some  of  her  chief  manufactures.  In  the  year  1872, 
the  year  before  the  panic,  the  value  of  British  imports  at  this  port  was 
no  less  than  200,777,009  dol. ;  in  1873  it  fell  to  173,201,385  doL,  a 
decrease  of  27i  millions  of  dollars ;  in  1874  it  was  128,206,883  doL, 
showing  a  further  decline  of  nearly  45  millions ;  and  in  1875  a  still 
further  decrease  appears  of  12,884,517  dol. :  so  that,  since  1872,  and 
compared  with  that  year,  our  imports  into  New  York  have  diminished 
in  value  to  the  extent  of  85,000,000  doL,  or  about  44  per  cent.  On 
'the  other  hand,  the  value  of  the  exports  from  New  York  to  the  United 
EiDgd<»m  and  the  British  possessions  was,  in  1872, 209,845,726  dol.,  ex- 
ceeding by  less  than  5  per  cent,  only  the  value  of  British  importfc.  In 
1873  tlie  value  of  these  exports  increased  to  226,620,740  dol.,  exceeding 
British  imports  by  24  per  cent.  In  1874  the  value  exported  fell 
to  210,990,493  dol.,  still  exceeding  the  value  of  British  imports  by  40 
per  cent,  and  during  the  past  year  the  value  exported  was  206,480,325 
dol.,  exceeding  the  value  of  our  imports  by  45  per  cent.  The  total 
value  of  exports  during  the  last  year  nearly  equalling  that  of  the  year 
1872,  speaks  significantly  to  the  fact  that,  while  British  imports 
into  New  York  during  the  past  three  years  have  so  heavily  declined 
the  exports  from  here  to  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies  have, 
despite  the  financial  crisis,  and  subsequent  commercial  prostration, 
been  almost  fully  maintained,  clearlv  indicating  that  the  course  of 
trade  for  the  past  three  years  has,  so  tar  as  this  port  is  concerned,  been 
against  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  falling  off  in  the  import  of  British  manufactured  goods  is  not 
as  I  have  above  stated,  attributable  solely  to  the  depression  of  business 
in  this  country,  and  the  diminished  power  of  consumption  here.  It  is 
owing,  in  a  considerable  degree,  to  an  increase  in  the  American  manu- 
facture of  certain  staple  articles,  heretofore  almost  exclusively  imported 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  and,  notably,  in  manufactures  of  iron  and 
cotton.  In  these  two  branches  of  industry,  as  well  as  in  fabrics  of  silk 
British  manufactures  must  henceforth  expect  an  increasing  competition 
in  this  country.     In  regard  to  the  production  of  iron,  no  portion  of  the 

flobe  possesses  resources  greater  than,  if  indeed  equal  to,  those  of  the 
Tnitea  States,  throughout  which  coal  and  iron  are  distributed  in 
superabundance.  With  cheaper  labour  and  economical  management, 
this  country  ought  easily  supply  its  own  home  demand  for  all  the 
ordinary  descriptions  of  iron,  and  at  no  distant  period  become  an 
exporter  of  this  product.  Again,  in  regard  to  the  manufacture  of  cotton 

foods,  it  is  not  alone  that  they  are  being  produced  nearly  as  cheaply 
ere  as  in  England,  but,  for  certain  qualities  of  goods  manufactured 
in  some  of  the  New  York  and  New  England  mills,  a  decided  preference 
exists  over  the  highly-finished  calicos  and  shirtings  of  Manchester. 
But,  with  stimulated  producfion,  as  well  of  iron  as  of  cotton  wares, 
rates  of  wages  in  this  country  will  doubtless  advance,  indirectly  owing, 
in  no  small  degree,  to  the  increased  expense  of  living  caused  by  the 
heavy  protective  duties  to  which  American  manufacturers  so  tenaciously 
din^.  This  element  in  the  cost  of  production  will,  consequently,  tend 
to  diminish  the  force  of  the  competition  with  which  British  manu- 
fiicturers  have  to  contend.  It  behoves  them,  however,  to  use  their  best 
akill  and  management  in  order  to  retain  their  pre-eminence  in  branchef 
of  industry  in  which  they  have  heretofore  stood  unrivalled. 

New  York,  Jannftry  88tk  1876. 
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PORTLAND. 

Eeport  hy  Consul  Murray  on  the  Trade^  Commerce,  and  NaviyoHon 
of  Maine  for  the  Tear  1875. 

The  Board  of  Trade  of  Portland  has  again  omitted  to  pablish  any 
detailed  report  of  the  Portland  trade  for  the  year  1875,  and  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  taken  from  the  annual  report  of  the  secretary  is  the 
omy  allusion  made  to  it.  Any  observations  I  may  be  enabled  to  make 
upon  this  subject  will  be  in  part  general  and  obtained  from  other 
sources : — 

"  The  trade  during  the  year  past  closed  has  on  the  whole  been  good, 
though  we  have  seriously  suffered  from  the  general  depression  and 
dulness  which  has  everywhere  prevailed  in  business  circles.  Yet  Port- 
laud  has  not  felt  so  much  the  prevailing  hard  times  that  most  other 
cities  and  towns  have.  Business  failures  have  been  comparatively  few, 
none  of  any  considerable  magnitude  have  taken  place  here,  while  most 
of  the  mechanics  have  found  employment  for  most  of  the  year  at 
remunerative  prices.  An  unusually  large  number  of  new  dwellings 
have  been  built ;  our  population  has  increased.  The  shipbuilding  inte- 
rests have  been  prosecuted  with  vigor,  and  generally  with  profit.  Our 
coastwise  trade  continues  to  grow,  and  the  transportation  facilities 
both  by  sea  and  land  of  the  city  constantly  increases,  and,  notwith- 
standing the  prevailing  cry  of  *  hard  times '  on  every  hand,  we  are 
constrained  to  believe  that  Portland  is  in  comfortable  circumstances.'* 

In  the  rest  of  the  Slate  it  would  appear  to  have  been  a  year  of 
average  prosperity. 

The  savings  of  wage  labourers  indicate  an  increase  over  last  year. 
This  is  shown  by  the  deposits  in  the  savings  banks,  which  exhibit  an 
increase  of  nearly  2,000,000  dol.  over  those  of  1874. 

Measures  have  been  in  progress  to  have  Maine  fitly  represented  at 
the  approaching  centennial  exposition  at  Philadelphia.  Abeady  there 
are  a  large  number  of  entries  made,  representatives  of  the  leading 
manufacturing  interests,  and  those  interested  in  agriculture,  education, 
and  science  taking  a  warm  interest  in  the  enterprise  and  wishing 
Elaine  to  make  a  creditable  exhibition. 

iNDUSTniAL   OpEEATIONS. 

In  the  manufacture  of  lumber  there  has  been  a  large  falling  off  as 
compared  with  last  year  and  former  years.  In  fact,  for  two  or  three 
years  past  there  has  been  a  steady  reductign,  and  another  year  will, 
according  to  the  present  prospects,  show  a  much  greater  falling  off  in 
the  production.  The  production  of  the  present  year  will  probably  amount 
to  some  600,000,000  feet.  Next  year  it  seems  likely  that  it  will  not  be 
more  than  one-half  that  amount,  or  say  some  350,000,000.  Manufac- 
turing operations  for  the  past  year  are  the  poorest  ever  known.  There 
is  scarcely  a  yard  that  contains  any  lumber.  Business  was  so  poor 
that  many  mills  shut  up  entirely  or  curtailed  operations  early  in  the 
season. 

In  Bangor,  the  ^reat  lumber  centre  of  the  State,  the  amount  of 
lumber  surveyed  is  the  smallest  for  nearly  twenty  years.    The  follow- 
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ing  table  from  the  sunrejor-general  fanuBhes  the  lumber  surrejed  ia 
1876,  as  compared  with  the  two  previous  years : — 


1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

Green  pine           ..        •• 

Dry  pine 

Sprnce 

Hemlock,  Ac 

25,553,985 

7.032,868 

129,277,908 

17,887,597 

18,509,448 

5,668,861 

185,226,015 

17,882,608 

17,049,884 

5,285,965 

116,664.487 

15,662,798 

Total 

179,202,853 

176,786,982 

154,668,129 

The  indications  are  that  while  some  operators  will  send  into  the 
woods  their  usual  crews  the  present  winter,  there  will  be,  on  the  whole, 
a  probable  falling  off  in  logepng  operations  of  at  least  one-half.  At 
Dead  Eiver  thwe  was  probably  cut  last  winter  80,000,000 ;  this  winter 
the  cut  will  not  exceed  9,000,000 ;  at  Moose  Eirer  the  cut  last  winter 
was  some  80,000,000;  this  winter  it  will  be  about- 8,000,000.  Else- 
where the  reduction  will  be  general  The  Kennebec  and  Penobscot 
^>erators  feel  discouraged  with  the  prospects  before  them.  The 
Franklin  Land  and  Lumber  Company,  composed  of  Boston  capitalists, 
will  operate  as  usual  in  Jerusalem  township,  and  will  probably  cut 
some  8,000,000,  a  mucli  larger  amount  than  was  first  intended  when 
they  sent  their  men  into  the  woods. 

The  cotton  manufacturing  industry  of  this  State  has  been  affected 
by  the  dulness  in  business,  and  the  total  product  of  goods  is  considerably 
less  than  in  former  years.    The  market  has  been  oyerstocked  wita 

§oods,  and  prices  have  ruled  yery  low.  There  has  been  such  a  light 
emand  for  goods  that  seyeral  mills  for  a  while  ran  on  reduced  time, 
while  others  were  obliged  to  curtail  operations  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  water.  Although  the  business  has  not  been  encouraging, 
still  the  mills  have  done  as  well  generally  as  those  outside  the  State* 
The  Pepperell  and  Laconia  mills  at  Biddeford  have  done  very  well,  the 
greater  portion  of  their  products  finding  a  ready  market  in  China.  The 
Continental  mills  at  Lewiston  last  autumn  found  a  market:  for  their 
cottons  in  England,  and  now  they  are  exporting  largely  with  an 
advanced  price.  Brown  cottons  find  a  better  sale  than  bleached  goods. 
In  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  there  has  been  a  fair  busi- 
ness done.  The  Auburn  manufacturers  did  not  ship  so  many  cases  at 
the  close  of  the  year  as  they  did  the  previous  year  during  the  corre- 
sponding months,  nor  were  their  receipts  of  leather  as  large. 

There  is  a  falling  off  in  the  amount  of  tonnage  built  in  our  ship 
yards  as  compared  with  the  last  year  of  47,488.  The  total  tonnage 
buUt  in  1874  was  122,548 ;  in  1875,  75,060. 

By  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  Maine  Oil  and  Guano  Associa- 
tion for  1875,  it  appears  that  there  are  mvested  in  eighteen  factories 
with  fish  gear,  999,000  dol.,  employing  1,234  men,  86  steamers,  and  87 
vessels.  There  have  been  712,000  barrels  of  fish  (porgies)  taken  at  the 
works,  an  increase  of  90,000  barrels  over  1874,  and  1,800,000  ^dlons 
of  oil  made,  an  increase  of  21,000  gallons,  and  22,000  tons  of  guano 
made.  There  was  an  addition  of  14  steamers  to  the  fleet  last  year,  and 
nearly  15,000  barrels  of  fish  were  sold  for  bait. 

In  such  manufacturing  industries  as  canned  goods,  lime,  printing  and 
wrapping  paper,  oil  cloths,  edge  tools,  woollen  goods,  granite  and  slate 
products,  as  well  as  in  numerous  minor  industries,  there  has  been  lees 
activity  than  usual,  although  some  of  these  industries  have  not  only 
held  their  own  but  done  a  good  business. 

[419]  2  u    ^  T 
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The  40,000  fenners  of  Maine  bave  enjoyed  a  year  ot  arerage  pro»- 
perity.  ihdle  a  few  crops  bave  been  ligbt,  tbe  average  results  of  tfae 
harvest  hme  been  satisfiietory.  Tbe  bay  croj^  bas  been  more  than  an 
average  one.  The  potato  crop  shows  a  felling  off  in  tbe  yield  of  one- 
fifth  88  compared  with  last  year,  caused  mainly  by  rust,  wbidi  occa- 
sioned rotting.  Ill  Aroostook  county,  where  the  yield  is  generally  hasiy, 
there- was  a  large  fiiUin^  off.  Tfae  cotiL  crop  shows  an  amrty  yieldy 
while  most  of  tbe  gnun  eropa  come  ap  to  tbe  average,  excepting, 
perhaps,  tbe  wheat  crc^,  wbicb  wa»  net  qaite  so  good.  The  apple  crop 
waaSe  lightest  we  bave  bad  for  several  yeaw^tbe  savagea^  of  cates^ 
pillars  being  tbe  principal  cause.  The  following  sbows  a  comparatiye 
eabtisiidTcropa: — 


AincKB* 

~^      7,     7. 

Iboiailoohl  • . 

W^eat      •• 

Oato 
BHtegr 

PotetoM    .. 


18TB. 


i,986,oea 

280,577 

82.600 

1,757^00 

460,000 


ItTL 


esMii 

2flM67 

82J72 

1^668,802 

44d,«9t 

2^eBr,o7i 


On  comparing  tbe  number  of  Britisb  vessels  entering  and  clearing 
at  1*he  port  of  Pbrtland  tbra  year  with  tbat  of  I874j  a  great  fiiDing  off  in. 
tlte  number  of  tbe  vessels  will  appear,  whilst  the  amount  of  tonnagp 
baa  enlf  been  lessened  by  about  8,600  tons.  This  is  to  be  accounted 
for  by  the  general  stagnation  of  business  at  this  port  in  common.  wxtL 
ottber  ports  of  this  country,  and  also  to  the  employment  of  steam 
ressefe  to  carry  flour  and  other  produce  to  the  Britirfi  provinces,  wkicE 
Vkprc  formerly  conveyed  in  small  sailing  vessels.  The  trade  witb  tba* 
\Teflt  !hidia  Islands,  especially  Cuba,  from  this  port  remains  inactive, 
owiw„  as  I  have  reported,  to  tbe  increased  trade  between  these  iaianda 
uwB  m.  Jobtt,  F.B.,  this  trade  in  British  vessels  from  Pbrtland  baving 
btcaj-veiy  comriderable  in  former  years.  There  bave  been- hitherto  vasy 
few  large  class  sailing  vessels  arriving  at  this  port  from  want  of  bouL- 
ness,  but  the  prospects  for  tbe  future  are  more  encouraoiag,  aa  the 
raibtrnd  flKilities'  for  tbe  grain  trade  are  becoming  more  GLeveloped,,iiL 
fact,  at  the  present  moment  there  is  a  dearth  of  this  class  of  Tesiids 
foB  the  eenTeyance  of  grain  to  European  markets,,  brom^  by  liie 
Gyand'  TnaA  B^ibroad  of  Canada.  The  Portland  and  OffifanHbuig 
railroad,  now  in  tbe  course  of*  completion,  will  undoubtedly  increase 
thia  t^nnte,  wbicb  in  a  comparatively  short  time  will  make  Itorthuida 
sbtppmg'  port  of  com>idergpIe  importance,  during  the  winter  mnidJi^ 
for  gram  and  ether  Western  produce^  as  being  tbe  moat:  oonvement 
Aoif  easieBlf  of  aoeen  of  any  of  tbe  Atlantic  porta. 

la  arecent  report  upon  this  mifiroad^  1&.  F.  H.  LatroBe^i^e  ^«Q* 
kivwv  engimer,  maltea  the  ft)l}owing  obaervati'ons : — 

'^In  regar^to  tfae  efiect  upon  tbe. future  of  jour  wq]£^  aCtfaaosor 
nection  now  made  with  the  f^istem  ofndlyn^s  in  the  Connecticut  Biier 
vaBey,  aoed  bejend  it  to  tbe  uurtbern  and  western,  termini  of  jour  zoad« 
And  lifceHceto  tiie  remot^weal^  I  need  o£^  na  otber  remark  fluoktiait 
it  wnmt  me^vitablj;  ensure  itff  suooesa  an  one  of  tba  great  thorQii|^bfifea 
of  tfce-ceimilijf,  and  ar  raisiny  Rirtfami  to  tbyrank  of  ona  oT  tba  oiioC 
maritime  cities  of  the  United  Staths.* 
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ToTiX  Direct  and  Indirect  Trade  in  British  Vessels  for  the  Year  1875 


YeflselB 
Tom  .. 
CrewB. . 
Valae  of  cargoes 


Eatered. 


802 
108,862 
4,796 
1,582,029/. 


Cleared. 


804 
102,204 
4,740 
1,862^541/. 


CoMPAEATiTE  Eetum  for  Five  Tears  of  the  Number  and  Tonnage  of 
British  Vessels  Entered  and  Cleared  at  the  Port  of  Portland. 


Ebtebbd. 

Veaeels. 

Tons. 

CrewB. 

1871  .. 

1872  .. 
1878       .. 

1874  .. 

1875  .. 

858 
841 
468 
881 
802 

108,267 
96,864 
106,014 
111,904 
108,862 

4,874 
4,878 
5,541 
5,888 
4,796 

Clbabbd. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

1871  .. 

1872  .. 
1878       .. 

1874  .. 

1875  .. 

858 
841 
468 
885 
804 

108,766 
95,854 
106,208 
110,819 
102,204 

4,199 
4,790 
5,581 
5,828 
^740 

Bbitish  Ain)  FoBEiGK  Tbabe. 

The  total  of  British  and  foreign  trade  at  the  port  of  Pordand 
during  the  year  1875  is  given  hereunder : — 

ElMTXBED. 


Nationality. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Value  of 
Caigocs. 

British          

United  States  America 
Spanish        

302 
188 

1 

108,862 

69,212 

105 

4,796 

2,264 

10 

1,582,029*. 
255,515 

Total 

441 

172,679 

7,070 

1,887,544^ 

Clbabed. 


Kationality. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Value  of 
Gaigoes. 

British 

United  States  Amerlea       .. 

Spanish        

804 
821 

1 

102,204 

184,869 

105 

4.740 

8,818 

11 

1,862,541L 
824,560 
800 

Total 

626 

287,178 

8,569 

2,187,90U 
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The  total  amount  of  British  and  foreign  trade  at  the  port  of  Port- 
land during  the  past  five  years  inclusive  has  been  as  follows : — 


Entbbbd. 


Tears. 

Yessels. 

Tons. 

yala6ofCargoe& 

1871 

1872 

1878 

1874 

1876 

• 

467 
491 
668 
658 
441 

156,994 
178,460 
200,027 
228,727 
172,679 

2,246,1477. 

2,475,651 

2,618,200 

2,668,066 

1,887,664 

CliEABED. 


Tears. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Yalae  of  Cargoes. 

1871 

1872 

1878 

1874 

1876 

622 
644 
886 
788 
626 

208,180 
227,298 
258,780 
286,226 
287,178 

2,158,4117. 

1,896,090 

2,452,360 

2,876,099 

2,187,901 

The  foUowinff  is  a  statement  of  British  and  foreign  trade  at  the 
under-mentioned  ports  in  the  consular  district  of  Maine : — 

Eastpobt. 
Entbbbd. 


KationaUty. 

Yessels. 

Tonnage. 

Crews. 

Value  of 
Cargoes. 

British 

United  SUtes  America  .. 

60 
128 

5,881 
111,277 

800 
6,370 

9,870i. 
65,816 

Total 

188 

117,168 

6,670 

76,1857. 

Cleabed. 


Kationalitj. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Crows. 

Value  of 
Cargoes. 

Britirii 

United  SUtes  America  .. 

61 
251 

6,910 
184,470 

808 
6,122 

6,476«. 
175,242 

Total 

812 

140,880 

6,426 

181,7177. 
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Entibid. 


KaiiuMlitj. 

Vcfiwli. 

Tonnage. 

Gienv. 

Talae  of 
CargoeB. 

United  Sutca  Amertoa  !! 

17 
8 

1,877 
M74 

79 
60 

lJB82i. 

i;b7o 

ToUl 

20 

1,851 

189 

VOU 

Clbaud. 


l^atioBRlity. 

Tessek. 

Tonnage. 

Cieim. 

Value  of 
Cargoes. 

BritfA 

United  Btates  Amerlom  .. 

17 
28 

1,877 
10,884 

79 
288 

168/. 
«l,730 

Total 

40 

12,261 

812 

ia>888i. 

COMMEBCE  OF  THE  POET. 

The  :vaiBe  'Of  meroha&diae  enteced  at  the 
customhouse  during  the  year  1875  was 

Duties  assessed  in  1875 

„       collected     ,,     gold 
Value  of  merchandise  ei^porttd  hy  sea . . 
„      Domestic  exports 
„     Mercfaaudfie  exported  t^  cars. . 
„     Total  exports  in  1875  . . 
Thetotal  of  imports  mdA  expoiMB  in  18T5 


20,541,490 

7,198,662 

458.849 

7.591,647 

8,825,401. 

18,'990,'bVq 

28,807,846 

4^64Mi6 


MAtfns  Li^uoB  Pbohibihok  La'w. 

Ab  my  previous  reports  upon  thiis  Bubject  appear  to  famve  created 
BOine  interest,  it  is  tny  intention  to  continue  my  observations  and 
quotations  from  public  documents,  so  as  to  prove  the  actual  state  ofVae 
Maine  Liquor  Prohibition  T^aw,  and  the  difficulties  ^hich  lie  in  the 
way  of  its  successfully  being  carried  out  in  the  larger  cities.  As 
regards  the  small  towns  and  villages  there  can  be  no  manner  of  doubt  that 
^Mie  kw  has  been  nearly  successful,  the  reasons  for  which  are  «o  obvious- 
that  I/hey  need  not  be  repeated  here.  There  have  been  strong  and 
eucoessfui  efforts  made  recently  to  shut  up  the  open  l)an  df  tb& 
diffsMxit  hotels  in  Portland,  although  the  ^ests  ace  stUl  taciilj  per- 
nitted  to  order  what  they  please  in  their  own  rooms.  It  will  be- 
interesting  to  see  how  long  this  restriction  will  be  contiiMied,  and  what 
effect  the  closing  of  open  bars  and  others  will  have  i^)on  the  cases  of 
drunkenness  brought  before  the  Municipal  Court. 

The  following  significant  'abstract  from  the  report  of  the  County 
Attorney,  Mr.  C.  F.  Libby,  to  the  Attorney- General  of  the  State  for 
the  year  ending  November  1, 1875,  will  prove  the  very  large  amount  of 
^,000  doL  having  been  paid  into  the  public  treasury  for  fines  on  liquor 
prosecutions  and  for  drunkenness  during  the  year.  This  large  payment 
18  an  unerring  proof  of  the  immense  amount  of  liquor  which  must  have 
been  consumed  in  the  county  of  Cumberland  alone  in  that  period,  and 
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the  laxge  profiia  Attadied  to  the  eale  of  tlien  to  bare  eoAbled  theee 
Hmm  to  haye  been  paid.  Seyecal  of  the  larger  hotek  hanre  not  iin- 
wiUipgly  paid  fines  of  50  dol.  and  eosts  at  frequent  intervak,  so  as  to 
continue  the  profitable  buaineBS^  ^hich  was  to  all  inteDts  and  pui^oses 
a  kind  of  licence,  as  they  knew  the  more  aerious  provision  of  the  iaw 
would  not  be  enforced  against  them.  According  to  County  Attorney 
Lobby's  statement,  the  whole  expense  of  the  criminal  terms  of  the 
court  in  Portland  has  been  but  12,000  doL,  thus  leaving  a  very  kige 
balance  in  favour  of  the  State  Treasury,  a  fact  of  considerable  import- 
ance when  taking  into  consideration  the  influences  at  work  against 
the  strict  enforcement  of  the  kw.  It  is  with  much  pleasure  I  hwve  to 
report  that  the  various  reform  associations,  and  especially  the  valuable 
exertions  of  the  Boman  Cathdlic  Clergy,  who  are  using  their  po^erfal 
influence  among  the  Irkh  popukkion  here,  are  meeting  with  the  suecess 
they  deserve,  and  will  serve  as  a  proof  Uiat  moral  suasion  and  good 
6xam{^  will  be  mere  beneficial  than  a&y  prohibitive  law  which  provokes 
irritation  and  jpersktent  opposition. 

Abstract  from  jserport  of  Aitomey  for  the  State  of  Mainn  £>r 
Oomberkod  County  to  AttoiQey^General,  for  the  year  enduig  Novem- 
ber 1,1876  :— 

''  So  &r  as  the  en&rcemoit  of  the  liquor  law  is  conoerned,  I  have 
not  much  to  add  to  my  last  report ;  it  does  not  acdSraiplish  ia  this  eky 
aU  that  its  most  zeakus  aupportcsts  desire,  and  yet  I  think  has  done 
much  to  restrict  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors.  Many  old  liquor 
dealers  have  been  driven  out  of  the  business  by  the  large  £nee  and 
imprisonment  sentences  which  have  been  imposed,  but  the  places  of 
many  of  these  have  been  taken  by  new  oflenders.  While  the  number 
of  open  bars  has  been  largely  reduced,  I  cannot  say  th%t  the  amount 
of  liquors  iUegally  sold  has  correspondingly  diminished.  The  aiiunmt 
of  fines  ccdkcted  on  liquor  {u^secutions  during  the  past  year  is  kvgelv 
in  «ioess  of  that  of  any  previous  year,  amounting  to  some  88,000  dol. 
in  the  Superior  Court  alone,  while  during  the  same  period  thera  has 
been  paid  into  the  Municipal  Court  of  thu  city  some  10,000  dol.  The 
total  costs  of  the  erinunal  terms  of  the  court  during  that  time 
a&dount  to  but  H^k  more  than  12,000  del.,  so  that  the  tax  payers  of 
thk  county  reoeire  some  advimtage  from  these  prosecutions,  it'  the 
itasults  moat  to  be  desired  are  not  fully  obtained.'' 

Prom  the  City  Marshal  1  have  obtained  official  information  thnt  for 
eleven  months,  from  March  1, 1875,  to  January  31, 1876,  there  were Jio 
kss  iham  l^ll  arrests  for  drunkenness  in  Portland,  the  number  of 
aivests  duria^  the  previous  twelve  months  was  2,011,  showing  that  there 
had  been  iitUe  improvement,  if  any. 

Both  parties  dn  the  State  Xegidature  have  failed  in  their  atteiiipts 
to  alter  the  pveeeiit  law.  Tl^  prohibitionists  in  an  endeavour  to 
**  make  the  penalty  af  a  common  seller  200  dol.  or  six  months'  im- 
prisonment ;  second  conviction,  800  doL  and  six  months  in  jail ;  sub- 
sequent convictione,  500  dol.  fine  and  one  year  in  jail ;  and  that  in  otse 
the  convict  cannot  be  regularly  employed  at  kbour  m  the  oouaty  jail 
he  shall  uadeijgo  his  sentence  in  the  State  prison."  And  tbeir 
oppan^itB  in  an  attaaapt  to  repeal  tib^ -Sheriff's  Act  which  WKUild  kave 
it  in  the  power  of  the  municipal  autiiomies  akoe  to  carry  out  the  kw. 

Yery  powerful  pvobibition  influences,  speckUy  organised,  are  bdng 
{brought  to  bear  upon  the  kgiskture  of  the  neighbouring  S4Mite  of 
ManachttsettB.  The  popula^n  of  that  State  is  much  more  than 
•dottUe  1;liat  )of  Jf  aina,  and  indudas  eo  many  larger  towna  that  ^e 
difBcakies  in' the  -way  are  mcfre  eom^kated ;  eoaaequeady  the  opijmns 
of  those  who  faspe  van*  cavahil^  atodied  4he  quagHon  in  idi  its 
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bearings,  onc^ht  to  carry  appreciation,  especially  when  the  temperance 
question  is  tne  great  one  to  be  solved  I  shall  therefore  conclude  this 
report  with  the  paragraph  on  ''liquor  selling,"  from  the  inaugural 
address  of  the  new  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Bice,  to  the 
Legislature  of  that  State. 

"  The  last  quarter  of  a  century  Jias  been  notable  for  the  discussion 
of  the  subject  of  intemperance,  and  for  the  efforts  to  suppress  this 
great  vice  by  different  forms  of  legislation.  It  is  too  late  to  render 
necessary  any  argument  or  demonstration  of  the  evils  of  promiscuous 
dram-selling  and  drunkenness.  These  are  well  nigh  unirersally  ad- 
mitted, and  to  a  degree  that  exhibits  them  as  the  greatest  source  of 
poverty,  of  crime,  and  of  domestic  unhappiness  with  which  society  is 
afflicted ;  so  that  it  is  not  only  the  dUty  of  the  Legislature,  but  the 
interest  of  the  people  to  adopt  such  measures  and  means  as  shall 
diminish  or  extirpate  the  evils  of  intoxication.  Moreover,  this  is  not 
only  a  question  of  morals,  but  it  has  important  relations  also  to  the 
industrial  and  economic  interests  of  the  State ;  nor  would  it  be  wise 
or  true  te  conclude  that  public  opinion  has  become  more  telarant  of 
the  evils  of  drunkenness,  in  consequence  of  the  comparative  failure  of 
past  discussion  and  legislation  to  diminish  them.  The  people  of 
Massachusetts,  by  a  large  majority,  are  no  doubt  strongly  in  favour  of 
the  utmost  suppression  of  intemperance ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  law- 
makers to  adopt  such  measures  as  the  well-being  of  society  demands 
upon  this  as  upon  other  subjects.  The  vital  question,  therefore,  is 
narrowed  down  to  means,  rather  than  to  objecte  of  desire,  or  to 
questions  of  fact  or  of  principle.  It  may  be  that  some  of  the  difficulij 
in  dealing  successfully  with  this  subject  hitherto  has  arisen  from  the 
neglect  or  indisposition  to  recognize  this  distinction  in  ite  discussion. 
There  is  often  tne  greatest  difficulty  in  preserving  perfect  harmony  of 
relations  between  deductions  from  an  abstract  principle  and  the 
remedial  agencies  necessary  to  accomplish  practical  results ;  but  this 
does  not  relieve  the  individual  in  society,  nor  the  government,  from 
dealing  with  crimes  as  positive  and  tangible  evils,  to  be  remedied  bj 
measures  which  are  to  be  found  most  just,  most  practicable,  and  most 
effective.  After  years  of  unsatisfactory  trial  of  prohibitory  legislation, 
unsatisfactory  according  to  the  testimony  of  those  who  made  and 
approved  such  laws,  and  who  were  entrusted  with  their  executioOy 
the  Legislature  of  last  year  passed  an  Act  looking  to  the  regulation  of 
the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors,  rather  than  to  ite  entire  prohibition; 
and  the  public  desire  seems  to  be  that  this  law  shall  have  a  fair  and 
impartial  test  before  it  is  supplanted.  If  such  a  trial  shall  result  in 
showing  ite  greater  effectiveness  in  suppressing  intemperance,  all  good 
people  will  rejoice  in  that  success ;  and  if  upon  trial  it  shall  prove  a 
failure,  that  result  may  demonstrate  the  uselessness  of  licence  as  a 
means  of  correcting  this  great  public  evil.  The  clamour  of  those  who 
drag  the  destiny  of  this  noble  and  beneficial  virtue  into  the  arena  of 
party  politics,  and  find  no  lang;uage  in  which  to  discuss  it  but  that  of 
passionate  appeal  and  personal  vilification,  should  neither  dissuade  nor 
intimidate  its  honest  advocates  from  such  a  demonstrative  trial  of  this 
law ;  because  that  form  of  discussion  flows  from  individual  character- 
istics which  are  inherent,  and  which  find  vent  in  indiscriminate  de- 
nunciation of  men  and  measures.  You  may  read  in  an  annual  address 
of  one  of  my  most  recent  and  most  conscientious  predecessors,  who 
was  both  the  advocate  and  the  executive  of  a  pronibitory  law,  the 
following  language.  Governor  Washburn  said  in  1874 :  "  Vehement 
and  vituperative  censure  and  condemnation,  not  only  by  laymen,  but 
also  by  ministers  of  the  GK>spel  of  Peace,  have  been  heaped  upon  the 
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chief  oonstable,  the  police  commissioners  and  the  executive,  because 
the  hiw  is  not  thoroughly  enforced.     Sorely  nothing  short  of  omni- 

gotence  could  accomplish  what  has  not  unfrequently  been  demanded  at 
is  (the  executiye's)  hands.  Still  more  recent  examples  will  perhaps 
occur  to  you  as  evidence  that  this  spirit  has  not  yet  wholly  yielded  to 
the  admonitions  of  truth,  the  influences  of  Christian  courtesy,  nor  to 
the  decency  which  becomes  good  manners.  Moreover,  I  think  it  will 
be  seen  upon  examination  that  the  Act  of  lasfc  year  was  probably 
intended  to  be  largely  prohibitory  in  its  provisions.  In  the  first  place, 
it  expressly  declares  that  nothing  in  it  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
require  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  a  city,  or  the  select  men  of  a  town, 
to  grant  licences  ;  every  city  and  town,  therefore,  has  the  right  and  the 
opportunity  secured  to  it  to  forbid  altogether  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  within  its  limits;  and  in  this  particular,  and  in  others,  the 
present  law  seems  to  involve  the  principles  and  measures  which  the 
most  advanced  temperance  men  in  Great  Britain  are  seeking  to  carry 
out  in  that  county.  Further,  to  those  to  whom  licences  have  been 
granted  under  this  law,  it  is  forbidden,  under  the  penalty^  of  forfeiture 
of  licence,  fine,  and  imprisonment : 

1st. — To  sell  intoxicating  liquors  between  the  hours  of  twelve  at 
night  and  six  in  the  morning,  or  during  the  Lord's  Day,  excepting  in 
the  case  of  licensed  innholders,  who  may  supply  guests  in  their 
houses. 

2nd. — ^To  sell  liquor,  except  such  as  is  of  good  standard,  and  free 
from  adulteration. 

3rd. — ^To  sell  or  deliver  liquor  to  a  person  known  to  be  a  drunkard, 
or  to  an  intoxicated  person,  or  to  a  minor. 

4th. — ^To  allow  any  disorderly  conduct,  immorality,  or  gambling  on 
the  premises  described  in  the  licence. 
5th. — To  sell  at  a  public  bar. 

The  Act  took  efi^ect  on  the  1st  day  of  May  last,  and  the  issue  of 
licenses  under  it  commenced, three  or  four  weeks  later ;  it  is  less  than  eight 
months,  therefore,  since  it  went  into  actual  operation.  JJthad  much  to 
contend  with  in  tlie  outset,  from  the  comparatively  unrestricted  traffic 
in  liquors,  for  a  long^  period  in  the  larger  communities,  and  from  the 
opposition  of  many  m  the  trade,  who  bSieved  that  their  profits  would 
be  diminished  or  destroyed  by  its  limitations.  It  has  had  to  be  tested 
by  the  courts,  its  constitutionality  has  only  lately  been  declared,  and 
appeals  which  have  been  taken  from  convictions  under  it  in  the  lower 
courts,  have  only  in  part  been  reached  in  the  courts  above.  It  is 
probably  defective,  perhaps  contradictory  in  some  of  its  details,  and 
undoubtedly  it  is  capable  of  much  improvement.  After  somewhat 
diligent  enquiry,  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  full  and  reliable  infor- 
mation respecting  its  operation  and  probable  effectiveness.  The  Mayor 
of  Boston,  in  his  address  to  the  City  Council  on  Monday  last,  said : — 

''  The  number  of  places  in  which  spirituous  liquor  is  sold  in  this 
city  is  less  by  nearly  700  than  it  was  under  the  former  system,  and  the 
number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  has  been  less  by  about  20  per  cent, 
than  it  was  in  the  same  length  of  time  last  year." 

I  regard  the  testimony  which  thus  reaches  us  from  the  chief  city  of 
the  Commonwealth  as  worthy  of  the  most  candid  consideration ;  for  it 
is  well  to  remember  that  it  always  has  been,  and  always  will  be,  found 
most  difficult  to  apply  legislative  restraint  to  this  traffic  in  the  largo 
centres  of  population,  whatever  the  precise  character  of  this  restraint 
may  be.  On  the  other  hand,  in  sparsely  settled  and  agricultural 
districts,  almost  any  measure  of  repression  approved  by  the  more 
intelligent  and  virtuous  citizens  of  the  neighbourhood  can  be  enforced* 
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Ubm^eviimA  ikeD,  thatvagr  kw  propostng  to  deal  effeotirdF  Jwilik  4» 
iifBDr  trsffie,  nraat  ihe  fmiaed  witk  «pmal  refeNoae  io  tae  pinhaMo 
«mficulti68  io  be  eneomteied  bj  it  in  the  cities,  io  wkidi,  it  ehoiUd  iJao 
he  xememfoered,  p^ulaticm  is  teniiiiy  more  and  more ;  and  the  praeti- 
eabtHtf  and  effieienf^  of  audi  a  law  in  the  Oommonwealth,  as  a  wfaefe, 
must  be  laeaspred  hy  the  posaiMiitj  of  its  enfimement  with  uroateir  er 
less  saeoesB  in  the  dties.  K  it  prove  a  failove  in  them,  the  eempenaa- 
tien  afforded  hj  its  partnl  or  complete  sueoess  elsewhere  wiU  bardlj 
be  sufficient  to  juatiiy  it  tm  wise  and  safe  legidatien  for  the  e&ttre 
Commonwealth.  Could  aH  the  Mends  of  this  reform  agree  to  disnuBs 
^dieir  prejudices  in  Tcspect  to  names  and  titles,  and  unite  upon  aome 
rational  methods  of  diacnssion  amd  effort,  the  result  no  doubt  wovtld  be 
most  efficacioua  snd  conducive  io  ihe  beat  good  ^  socieb^  in  tUs 
^direction.  As  1^  session  adiirances,  and  further  infonnatioii  reaches  me 
ifrom  different  parts  c^  ihe  Btate,  I  maf  have  occasion  to  communicate 
ugaan  with  the  Legislature  on  ^is  subject.  The  chidE  defect  of  ike 
law  of  1875,  as  it  now  stands,  appears  to  be  that  it  fedls  in  the  means  of 
dealiDg  promptly  and  energetieaily  with  those  who  persiet  in  eelliag 
liquors  without  the  required  licence*  To  enable  the  authorities  to 
fiuppreas  the  traffic  which  is  carried  on  outside  of  the  law,  and  in 
defiance  of  its  proYiaions,  it  appears  to  be  necesaBrj-  trhst  the  right 
•houM  be  given  them  to  enter  upon  the  premises  of  suspected  persons 
and  to  seize  such  evidences  of  the  illegal  traffic  as  can  be  found,  and  to 
use  the  some  against  offenders  in  the  courts,  as  is  provided  in  Acts  of 
1869,  chapter  415,  section  44,  and  following,  or  some  equivalent  powers, 
"With  adaptations  suited  to  the  present  case.  Those  who  sell  under 
licence  are  liable  to  visitations  irom  the  officers  of  the  law,  and  those 
"who  refuse  to  take  out  licences,  or  to  whom  licences  have  been  refused, 
or  from  whom  they  have  been  withdrawn,  should  be  4t  least  equally 
subject  to  search  and  seizure.  This  would  be  only  jisst  to  the  lieensed 
«elk(rs,  and  it  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  those  communities 
which  decide  that  this  traffic  shall  not  be  licensed  «t  all  within  tiieir 
limits.  It  may  also  be  found  ifaat  additional  judicial  proviaioos  -are 
necessary  for  bringing  to  fqmify  trial  ike  oawa  arising  under  this  Imt. 

Portlind,  Pebrnary  16, 18W. 
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jReport  hy  Cfonml  BooJcer  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  California  for 

the  Tear  lS75. 


The  exf)ortB  of  gold  and  silver  during  the  past  five  jears,  have  been 
as  follows : — 


Year. 

RtBtorn  Ports 
of  the  Union. 

England. 

carina. 

Other  Parti. 

TotaL 

1871  .. 

1872  .. 

1873  .. 

1874  . . 

1875  . . 

£ 
4,068,915 
1,800,010 
8,450,580 
4487.925 
6,916,720 

£ 

636,968 

452,460 

133,482 

86,951 

34,680 

£ 
688,642 
1,4V5,870 
1,267,070 
1,664,985 
1,580,590 

£ 
518,608 
2,948,080 
622,955 
196,185 
103,260 

£ 
5,908,128 
6,195,920 
5,488,027  1 
6,036,1261 
8,582,200  Jl 

The  description  of  exports  is  given  in  the  following  table : — 

£ 

Qoldbars         199,(M)5 

Silver  bars 1,7^,140 

Goldeoin         4,987,910 

Mexican  dollars         864,995 

Gold  dost        8,095 

Sarercoin 288,186 

Trade  dollan 99t,r70 

Currency         4,100 


The  reoeiptB  of  treasure  in  this  city,  through  the  Express  Company^ 
carrying  ail  not  brought  by  private  hands,  have  been — 

Trom  the  northern  and  soathem  mines      . .     8,306,840 


northern  ooast 
southern  coast 


489,880 
151,«80 


The  foUowing  gives  the  destination  and  value  of  our  exports  by  sea* 
other  than  treasure,  for  the  past  five  years : — 


To 

1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1174. 

1875. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

« 

£ 

Atlantic  porU  «r.ttMirnion 

Great  Britain  ...       ^ • 

764,940 

1,112,765 

585,86* 

«B,853 

8»i,600 

728,816 

2,189,350 

4,258,166 

3,408,263 

3,546,930 

AnfltmlasUn  CoUnlM         

40,120 

69,  res 

60,825 

■83,044 

84,930 

British  CohnnMa      

1S1,480 

149v740 

131,880 

154,963 

192,820 

China    

JS6,2I3 

277,560 

313,813 

Wl,767 

543,840 

Japan 

106,970 

199,600 

143,132 

J4J,060 

126,520 

Sandwich  Islands      

T14,060 

97,900 

86,425 

50,699 

112,460 

Mexico 

C20.493 

236r485 

9B0,«i0 

%Z8,584 

242,210 

Sonth  America         

JJ9,695 

149,360 

96,M8 

TI6,027 

99,720 

Other  ooontriet        

228,508 

287,335 

304,985 

4M,800 

274,796 

Total 

2,790,284 

4,758,790 

6,232,044 

5,685,050 

6,108,820 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  goods,  of  which  no  record  of 
value  is  kept,  were  sent  east  by  railroad : — 
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Antimony 266,074 

AlfiU&aeed •..         ..  5,967 

Blankete        61,908 

Barley            8,345,082 

Borax 1,841,167 

Beans 1,820,157 

Better 2,890 

Brandy           868,680 

BeefhamB 62,840 

Cocoons         ••         .•         ..         ..         ••  66,876 

Canned  ffooda           ••         ••         ••         ••  801,185 

Coffee..         1,281,848 

Clothing        11,834 

Cochineal 11>456 

Cigars            78,428 

Cement          40,730 

Fruit,  green 2,882,846 

„     dried 748,900 

Flour 880,820 

Fans 64.628 

Fire-escape  machines          40,000 

Olue 322,622 

Giant  powder 6,580 

Honey           267,880 

Hides  and  pelts        1,890,881 

Human  hair  ..         ••         ••         ••         ••  7,742 

Hops 618,090 

HoprooU 25,478 

Ivory 52,264 

Leather         i>6o,380 

Malt 614,554 

Merchandise 7,418,080 

Matting         26,260 

Mustard         16,871 

„      seed 141,806 

Marble           9,176 

Nutmegs       »,608 

Nute 387 

OU 68,951 

Powder          811,326 

Paper 910 

Quicksilver 798,282 

Bi^ 62,948 

Silk  goods 86,988 

Silk 4.         ..  688,768 

Salmon          6,921,658 

Silkworm  eggs          '  41,858 

Skins  and  furs          1,546,096 

Sugar 1,$09 

Syrup 1,780,284 

Sealskins 4,682 

Seeds *  87,052 

Tobacco         .. 90,042 

Tan  bark       21,860 

Tea 18,136,424 

Vegetables 651,639 

Wine 6,186,601 

Wool 40,493.248 

Woollen  goods          ••         ..         ••         ..  87,036 

Whalebone 238,536 

Wheat           212,058 

The  values  of  the  leading  articles  of  home  produce  and  manu- 
facture, exported  by  sea,  have  been  as  follows  :— 
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Barley 43,197 

Beans 4,555 

Borax 54,950 

Brandy 17,05a 

Brooms..         ••         6,115 

Cotton 1^670 

Floor 495,280 

Fruit 8,150 

Hides 114,600 

Hops 5,060 

Leather 48,500 

Malt 1,275 

Oats 2,050 

Ores 96,695 

Potatoes          10,920 

QnicksUTer 840,880 

Salmon 280,500 

Skins  and  tors 18,913 

Tallow 80,400 

Timber 48,880 

Wine 64,800 

Wool 222,580 

Wlieat 2,805,160 

The  following  tAble  gives  tlie  cost  of  wheat,  iree  on  board,  and 
indusiye  of  freight  to  England,  for  the  different  months  of  the  year : — 

£  a.   d. 

Jannaiy 254 

FebmaiT           238 

ICareh 2    4    7 

April 2    6    2 

May 2    6    6 

June 268 

July 2  10    8 

August 2  16    5 

September        2  15    2 

October 2  15    4 

November         2  14    0 

December         2  12  10 

The  exports  of  wheat  and  flonr  to  England,  or  to  Cork,  for  orders, 
with  the  option  of  a  Continental  port,  amount  to  equal  to  8,128,285 
centals  of  wheat,  and  63,577  centals  of  barley.  When  I  closed  my  last 
report  there  was  every  indication  of  a  crop  of  grain  surpassing  that  of 
any  previous  year,  but  a  droujght  in  the  spring  greatly  reduced  the 
yield,  and  at  one  time  it  was  feared  that  in  some  localities  the  crop 
would  be  an  entire  failure. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  annual  and  semi-annual  reports  of 
the  leading  gram  broker,  gives  a  full  report  of  the  trade  :— 

"  July  Ist,  1875. 
'^Becbifts  of  G-rain  and  Flour  (Californian  Products  only)  at  the 
Port  of  San  Francisco. 


Wheat 

Barlef. 

Oatt. 

Floor. 

From  Jane  ao,  1870.  to  July  1,1871    ... 

„             1871,         „        1872     ... 

"              1872^          ;         1878     ... 

1878,          „        1874     ... 

1874,          „        1875     ... 

Centals. 
4,780,268 
2,899.006 
11,148,600 
8.078,291 
9,887,660 

Cental!. 
760,966 
794,698 
1,006.809 
1.211.068 
1,266,808 

Centals. 
817,606 
884,086 
287,460 
262,616 
284,707 

Barrela. 
120,918 
146,740 
228,990 
470.681 
448,419 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  have  received  from  Oregon  29,068  centals 
of  wheat,  2,682  of  barley,  172,411  of  oats,  and  72,044  barrels  of  flour. 
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Our  total  receipts,  therefore,  foot  up  9,866,723  centals  of  wheats 
1,269,440  of  l»riey,  467,118  of  oats,  and  620,46.^  barrels  of  lour.  Our 
exports  during  the  same  period  hive  been  8,838,880  ceutab  of  wheat, 
702,173  of  bari«y,  67,944  of  oats,  and  525,614  barrels  oC  floiw. 

Derailed  Statement  of  Exports  of  Grain  and  Ebor. 


Central  America  an^  Mexico— 
1870-71       


1871-72 

1872-78 

1878-74 

1874-75 

British  Colambis  and    Bunian 
America — 

1870-71        

1871-72        

1872-78       

1873-74       

1874-75       

Europe— 

1870-71       

1871-72       

1872-73        

1878-74       

1874-75       

Australia  and  Ksw  Zealand— 

1870-71 


1871-72 

1872-73 

1878-74 

1874-75 
China  and  Japaa — 

1870-71 

1871-72   .. 

ia92-7» 

187^^4   .. 

M74-75       .. 
Soa^  America— 

18Te-71 

nn-Tt 

1871^73       .. 

1878-74 

1874-75       .. 
Eastern  Domestic  Ports^ 

1870-71 

1871-72       .. 

]i8%2-7a       .. 

1878-74       .. 

1874-75 
Tfiliii  !■  PniTi''- 

lA70r-71 

lin-73 
li»-74 
M4-75 

Easilnttai— 
lSTO-71 
ItTI-Tt 

uri-7&     .. 

l«3-74 


Wheat 


100  1b. 
eacka. 

2 

85 

167 

1,009 

5 


15 

858 
521 
108 

3,547,715 
1,886,089 
9,793,240 
7,241,798 
8,669,454 

601 

48 

28,972 

22,400 

83,681 

930 
228 

7,997 


6,067 
25,914 

9^87t 

14,801 
8^8 

ia,6or 

50,026 


1,^79 

us, 


417 
2,042 


Barley. 


100  lb. 
sacks. 

828 
843 
688 
266 
604 


1,824 
9,550 
11,474 
5,068 
M49 

6,421 

*201 

36,926 

4,780 

682 

1,266 

67,816 

23,253 

19,572 

4,518 

2,965 

278 

942 

87? 

14i!L96 
91,863 
12^^10 

1,40a 


446,697 
659,006 

1,404 
1,662 
4,269 
l,6«» 
1,0U 


Oi^ 


lOAlk 
sacks. 

659 

ao6 
3dd 

55t 


8,468 
M8 
378 


4,889 

lot 

2;368' 
2^90 
l,6tl 
1,609 

Ul 

226 


l%lift 

3,172 
4,136 
1,963 
l,49i 
881 


Flour. 


Barrels. 

40,760 
57,388 
49,698 
57.886 
69,829 


1,892 
9,170 
7,612 
7,265 
MB 

36,853 
9,866 

15,858 
449,371 
194,456 

2,531 

2,751 

17,567 

1 

9,209 

87,914 
157,045 
U5,^ 
I0r,T89 
159,895 

4,Qift 
964 
3J6S 
2»409 
8,96S 

%^ 

25,494 

i^ 
u,%r 

12,970 
13,540 
13,651 

16,439 

6,835 

M»189 

7^00 
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^  Wheats, — ^Ib  nraewing  the  buaiBew  of  the  past  year,  theleadiag  finet 
thai;  pseBents  itself  is  the  rapid  and  material  decline  in  the  English 
musket  that  marked  tbe  opening  of  the  aemon.  In  Maj,  1874^ 
-Qiiifcmia  wheat  was-  q[noted  in  Eiverpooi  at  13«;  per  cental;  in 
September  the  quotation  had  declined  to  W^  This  loss  wae  never 
recovered.  After  a  period  of  poor  harveste,  and  conseqiient  high 
pnces  in  England,  that  extended  &om  1870  to  1874,  last  September 
opened  on  Great  Britaiii  with  a  magnifioeiit  crop,  whiles  at  the  same 
time,  not  only  the  wheat-producing  countries  of  the  continent,  but  of 
the*  whole^  world;  seemed  to  vie  "mm  one  another  in  production.  For 
once  the  world  at  large  appeared  to  hare  produced  more  wheat  than 
was  required,  the  result  being  a  decline  in  prices-  in  the  gneat  eon*- 
Bumnng  markets,  which  was.  not  only  most  Biaterial  in  itself,  but  wae  sO' 
rapid  in  its  course,  that  before  producers  recognieed  it,  and  attempted 
to  regulate  their  a^irs  accordingiy,  it  had  touched  a  still  lower  point. 
AjteuBtomed  a»  our  California  mrmers  had  become  to  a  s^^xmg  and 
siaMNly  market,  few  of  them  could  realize  that  they  would  have^  to 
aocvpt  prices  that  meant  a  shrinkage  of  vtduee  of  20  to  SO  per  cent. ; 
«n<l  by  the  time  they  had,  in  a  meaeure,  recondied  themselves  to  going 
rates^  the*  market  had  again  slipped  away  from  them,  this  process  re- 
peating itself  pretty  much  throughout  the  season.  The  result  was  a 
nwwt  Bnsfftisfaetory'  year's  businees.  We  entered  it  with  a  fine  harvest 
(which,  howeva!,  was  considerably  oveirbestimated),  and  with  hopee 
•of  Unrlj  remunerative  prices,  but  when  \ke  mai^t  dropped  mm. 
1  dbk  t!^  c.  a  cental,  which  wae  the  price  in  the  beginning-  or  July,  to 
1  del.  60  e.  to  1  dol.  55  c,  which  wae  the  price  in'  August  and 
September,  fiarmer^beg^n.  to  hold  back,  and  the  witeat  was  hurried  into 
stm*.  Immense  quantities,  too,  were  piled  up  on  the  river  banks  and 
along  the  vaoioua  railroads^  waiting  for  an  advance  in  foreign  markets' 
that  never  came.  Meanwhile,  the  €kranger  element  was  at  work,  and 
the  passion,  which  had  already  seised  on  many  of  our  farmers,  to  ship 
their  own  cargoes  and  become  their  own  factors,  received  an  adiditional 
development  under  the  management  of  the  house  they  had  selected  %v 
their  general  agent,  and  which  house,  being  hopelessly  ban^upt,  had, 
on  wikt  speeulntioB^  engaged  a  very  extended  line  of  ships,  to  arrive,  at 
-extaieme  rate»of  freight.  Farmers  became  shippers  to  ft  large  ext^t, 
tlweilket  being  to  hold  back  supplies  and  disarrange  businese  generally-. 
Ini  October,  the  house  in  question  fhiled^  the  Granger  shipping  move*- 
nnnt  ceased,  and,  after  a  period  of  excitement  and  ^stress  lasting' over 
a  month,  tW  bu«neas  of  the  8tate  settled  back  into  its  old  chonneb. 
Lv  tiie  meantime,  however,  great  injury  had  been  dbne.  During'  ^ly 
an<b  August,  a  very  laa^  portion  of  our  surplus  mi^t  have  been  sold 
atim  prices,  but  by  the  time  the  collapse  of  the  Granger  movement 
had  oecurvedi,  the  European  crope^had  been  gathered,  and  themerkete 
thmw  had  gone  dxmn  to  a  point  from  which  they  have  not  yet  risen. 
TW  effect  of  the  movement  wae  felt  in  Liverpool  I5r  montlte  after,  ae 
the:  Granger  cargoes*  wore  all  shipped  undisr  aavanees,  and  were-,,  as  the 
failfeniatimd^  tli^wn  on  the  Liverpool  market,  thuS' depessing^  prices 
until  the  very  last  one  had  been  realized  on.  At  the  time  of  Morgacn 
ami  Bon^ft  fMure,  ih^  had  in  port,  and  to  arrive,  a  long  line  of  ehips 
chaptered  to  load  wheat  at  rates  ranging  from  8Q«.  to  9&w  per  tefn  to* 
LknmpooL  These  w«^  compelled  to  seek  new^  eharfeers^  and*  the  result 
Yiwrnum  unmediate  and  sharp  decline  in  freights. 

'*Ski»g«pe  a  temporary  strength  to  the  wheat  marteit^  partieoiaf^f 
aais  BnalMr  oi  vmsL&n  preferred  loading  en  ship^ffaeeount,  to  aeeepthig 
th»Mhwei  saiasi  then  current ;  but.  u  a  few  weeks  priees  of  wheat 

'  ;  dbdined,  Idte  rainy  seaaonr  having  set  in  unveurily  early  and  wit& 
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every  promise  of  an  abundant  rainfall.  In  November,  the  lowest  prices 
of  the  year  (1  dol.  50  c.  to  1  dol.  55  c.)  were  reached.  The  spring 
business'  opened  with  a  hardening  tendency,  in  consequence  of  unfavour- 
able weather;  and  ever  since  February  prices  have  been  mostly 
independent  of  foreign  markets. 

"  The  extraordinary  lengthened  spell  of  dry  weather  made  &rmen 
very  slow  sellers — all  through  the  season  business  has  dragged.  Prices, 
of  course,  have  fluctuated,  but  on  the  whole,  have  ruled  higher  than 
during  the  earlier  parts  of  the  year,  and  during  the  months  of  May  and 
Juoe,  millers  found  it  difficult  to  get  such  wheat  as  they  wanted  under 
1  dol.  72^  c.  to  1  dol.  75  c.  per  cental.  The  year,  as  a  whole,  has  been 
a  disastrous  one  to  the  trade  and  to  the  State ;  the  old  conservative 
policy,  which  built  up  and  maintained  the  high  character  of  oar  export- 
ing houses,  had  been,  for  two  or  three  years  back,  gradually  undermined, 
and  a  speculative  element  introduced,  which  was  sure,  sooner  or  later, 
tj  change  the  whole  character  of  the  trade.  Thus,  instead  of  confining 
themselves  to  filling  legitimate  orders,  some  houses  took  to  floating 
cargoes  on  their  own  account,  and  others  to  speculating  in  tonna^ 
both  of  which,  with  falling  ni  irk^ts  abroad,  meant  sure  loss.  But  the 
great  blunder  of  all  was  the  shipments  by  farmers,  either  alone  orund^ 
the  Orange  organization,  whicn  was  ruinous  in  every  way.  Not  to 
speak  of  the  fact  that  shipments  in  lots  of  10  to  50  tons  could  never 
secure  good  cargoes  (each  farmer  being  naturally  tempted  to  ship  Us 
pjoorest  wheat),  the  consignee  at  port  of  dibcharge  had  no  par- 
ticular interest  to  protect,  while,  above  all  things,  it  was  necessary  to 
recover  the  advance.  This  led  to  sacrificing  cargoes  right  and  left; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  farmers,  having  golden  visions  of  the 
results  of  these  shipments,  were  little  disposed  to  accept  going  prices 
here  for  the  balance  of  their  crops.  How  much  money  they  Tost  will 
probably  never  be  known ;  but  it  is  a  fact  that  many  of  them  realized  only 
1  dol.  10  c.  per  cental  for  wheat,  for  which  they  had  refused  1  dol.  65  c 
Fortunately,  the  disease  has  cured  itself,  and  henceforth  we  will  probably 
return  to  our  old  style  of  business,  which,  if  it  did  not  yield  speculative 
profits,  at  least  left  no  loss.  The  crop  now  being  harvested  is  by  no 
means  a  full  one ;  in  fact,  it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  our  surplus  for 
export  will  much  exceed  three-fifths  of  that  of  the  last  season.  iVt>m 
Januarv  i5th  to  June  1st,  we  had  no  rain ;  and  the  only  wonder  has 
been  that,  under  such  circumstances,  grain  would  mature  at  alL 
Fortunately,  we  were  favoured  with  cool  weather,  and  the  parcels  of 
new  crop  which  have  reached  port  so  far,  show  a  good,  plump  berry. 
The  quality  of  the  crop,  we  consequently  judge,  will  be  good,  f'armers, 
in  the  face  of  a  short  crop,  however,  are  aJways  unwilling  sellers. 
Storage  can  be  had  in  all  parts  of  the  State  at  ruinously  low  prices ; 
and  until  the  character  of  the  next  planting  season  is  determinea,  most 
of  those  who  can,  will  prefer  to  hold  their  wheat,  unless  they  could 
realize  the  equivalent  of  about  1  dol.  75  c.  here,  which  is  a  price  we  can 
hardly  expect  to  obtain.  As  we  write,  good  shipping  wheat  is  worth 
1  dol.  65  c.  to  1  dol.  70  c.  per  100  lbs.,  while  miUers  are  paying  1  dol. 
75  c. 

*^ Barley. — The  barley  crop  of  last  season  was  a  cood  one,  both  in  yield 
and  quality,  and,  as  it  turned  out,  a  very  profitable  one  to  the  fiirroers. 
As  will  be  noticed  by  reference  of  our  table  of  exports,  wo  shipped  this 
season  nearly  three  times  as  much  ns  we  ever  aid  before  in  any  one 
year,  and  the  prospects  are  that  the  business  will  be  maintained  on  its 
present  level,  if  it  does  not  even  go  higher.  A  year  ago  we  noticed  in 
our  circular  the  amount  of  barley  going  overland  by  raU,  and  expressed 
a  fear  that  the  business  was  such  an  exceptional  one,  that  it  could  not 
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be  maintained.    In  this  we  have  been  most  agreeably  disappointed. 
Instead  of  being  curtailed,  its  dimensions  have  been  expanded  so  widely 
as  to  lead  us  to  believe  in  its  future  permanency.    The  great  increase 
in  the  brewing  business  in  the  United  States  has  of  late  years  caused 
a  greatly  enlarged  demand  for  barley,  and  as  the  maltsters  have  become 
accustomed  to  our  grain,  and  learned  how  to  handle  it,  they  seem  to 
place  a  high  estimate  upon  it.     During  the  past  year,  in  addition  to 
what  went  by  rail  to  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Cincinnati,  and  neighbouring 
cities,  we  shipped  a  number  of  cargoes  to  New  York,  around  the  Horn. 
This  business  will  probably  be  continued  during  the  coming  fall,  besides 
which,  we  have  reason  to  expect  an  increased  demand  from  the  Missis- 
sippi Valley.     Prices  have  ruled  high  all  through  the  3  ear,  the  demand 
for  brewing  descriptions  enhancing  the  value  of  seed,  and  the  crop  has 
paid  the  farmers  well.     The  scale  of  prices  was  too  high  for  the  South 
American  markets,  and  our  shipments    to  the  west  coast  were  con- 
sequently suspended ;  but  Au:!tra)ia  and  New  Zealand  call  for  some 
model  ate  shipments,  and  paid  good  prices  for  them.     With  a  line  of 
steamers  regularly  established,  we  will  be  likely  to  hear  from  them 
again.     The  crop  now  being  harvested  is  a  good  one,  both  in  (juantity 
and  quality.     Owing  to  the  largely  increased  acreage,  the  entire  crop 
will  probably  be  as  large  as  last  year,  although  the  yield  per  acre  was, 
of  course,  shortened  by  the  anomalous  weather  of  the  past  spring. 
Very  little  new  barley  has  yet  come  in,  but  the  crop  is  now  being 
rapidly  threshed,  and  in  another  month  the  market  will  fairly  open. 
Offers  of  1  dol.  40  c.  have  been  made  for  immediate   delivery.     Old 
barlev  stands  at  1  dol.  46  c.  for  feed,  and  1  dol.  65  c.  for  brewing,  per 
100  lbs. 

"  Oats. — The  business  of  the  past  year  shows  an  improvement  on  its 
predecessors,  and  the  exports  have  been  larger  than  for  any  since  1867. 
This  has  been  principally  due  to  the  increased  facilities  of  intercourse 
with  Australia  by  the  steam  lines ;  and,  we  suppose,  as  these  become 
permanently  established  and  increased,  we  will  find  a  better  demand  for 
our  oats.  This  is  much  to  be  desired  ;  for  of  late  years  the  market  has 
been  so  limited  that  the  crop  has  been  suffered  to  decline  to  such  a 
point  that  were  it  not  for  the  free  supplies  received  from  Oregon,  it  is 
doubtful  if  we  could  spare  any  for  export  at  all.  Our  soil  and  climate 
are  well  adapted  for  the  cultivation  of  this  grain,  nnd  it  is  a  pity  that 
other  markets  cannot  be  found  for  tho  surplus  we  could  most  readily 

E reduce.  The  State  of  Nevada,  however,  is  beginning  to  take  a  share 
rom  us,  and  during  the  past  season  we  shipped  considerable  quantities 
to  Salt  Lake.  The  crop  about  ready  to  harvest  is  not  reported  favour- 
ably on  at  all,  and  will  probably  fall  far  short  of  that  of  last  year ;  but 
on  the  other  hand,  the  Oregon  crop  is  a  magnificent  one,  and  we  will 
undoubtedly  be  in  steady  and  large  receipts  from  that  State.  No  new 
oats  have  yet  appeared  in  market,  the  crop  being  always  a  later  one 
than  barley  or  wheat.  The  stock  of  old  is  almost  entirely  of  Oregon 
production.  Good  parcels  command  in  a  jobbing  way,  1  dol.  90  c.  to 
2  dol.  10  c.  per  100  lbs. 

"  Flour, — ^The  exports  of  flour,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  our 
tables,  have  fallen  off  during  the  past  year  over  100,000  barrels.  This 
was  not  unexpected,  as  the  extraordinary  increase  in  the  shipments  of 
1873-4  over  the  former  years  was  caused  by  the  export  to  England, 
which  was  not  a  permanent  demand,  but  was  the  result  of  the  fact  that 
parties  who  had  ships  here  chartered  at  high  rates  found  a  smaller  loss 
m  shipping  flour  than  wheat.  Thus,  of  the  676,000  barrels  that  were 
sent  out  of  the  State  in  1873-4,  no  less  than  450,000  were  sent  to 
Oreat  Britain.  A  year  ago  we  called  attention  to  this  fact,  and 
L419]  2  I 
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warned  our  millers  that  the  trade  would  not  last,  and  the  result  has 
justified  our  prediction,  only  193,000  barrels  of  flour  liaving  been 
forwarded  to  Great  Britain  during  the  post  twelve  months.  Still  the 
flour  trade  has  been  an  active,  if  not  remunerative  one,  all  this  year, 
and  our  line  of  exports,  if  shortened  in  the  direction  of  Great  Bntain, 
has  been  extended  in  other  directions.  China  and  Japan  took  50,000 
barrels  more  than  the  previous  year.  Central  America  and  the  const 
70,000  against  57,000,  Australia,  8,000  against  nothing,  and  so  (m 
through  nearly  the  entire  list.  At  the  same  time  our  local  trade  has  im- 
proved very  much,  and  the  increase  in  population  is  giving  more  and 
more  importance  daily  thereto,  and  the  prospect  for  a  steady  buaineaB 
during  the  coming  twelve  months  is  quite  encouraging.  As  we  wnte^ 
puperfines  in  cloth  half  or  quarter  sacks  are  worth  4  doL  50  cents  per 
196  lbs. ;  shipping  extras,  4  dol.  75  c. ;  bakers*,  5  dol. ;  for  wood,  50  c 
additional  per  196  lbs.  is  charged. 

*•  Semi- Annual  Grain  Circular,  San  Erancisco,  1st  January,  1876 : 

Whxat. 

Centals. 

Beeeipte  of  wheat  from  July  Ist  to  December  Slsi  inehisive  4,50S,49t 

During  aune  perion  last  year  6,690,806 

Daring  same  period  in  1878 6,030,640 

Exporte  of  wheat  from  July  Ist  to  December  Slst  incloBiTe  3,961,152 

During  aame  period  last  year  . .         •  •         • .         . .  6,4v0,810 

During  same  period  in  1878 4,709,220 

"  In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  received  from  Ofegon 
123,923  centals  of  wheat,  making  our  total  receipts  4,627,416 
centals.  This  has  been  one  of  the  most  remarkable  seasons  we  have 
passed  through  for  many  years.  We  entered  the  harvest  year  with 
a  light  crop  estimated  in  our  circular  of  July  1st,  at  about 
300,000  tons,  and  the  prospect  of  low  prices,  and  but  a  limited  export 
business.  All  through  the  spring,  while  our  fields,  deprived  of  rain, 
were  parching  under  the  hot  sun,  the  accounts  £rom  the  great  grain- 
producing  countries  of  the  world  were,  if  not  positively  brilliant,  at 
least  such  as  promised  an  ample  out-turn,  the  only  exception  being  ihe 
north-west,  and  there  the  surplus  carried  oyer  from  the  previous  year 
was  considered  more  than  ample  to  make  up  any  deficiency  that  might 
arise  from  the  extreme  severity  of  the  present  winter.  Thus  the  wants 
of  all  consuming  nations  seemed  provided  for  in  advance,  and  our 
farmers,  as  their  harvests  ripened,  finding  prices  low  and  storaffe  cheap, 
began  to  make  arrangements  for  carrymg  their  crops,  while  ihe 
exporters  resigned  themselves  to  the  prospect  of  liffht  business,  at  least 
through  all  the  earlier  portion  of  the  year.  Eanv  in  July,  however, 
heavy  rains  began  in  England,  and  as  day  after  day  and  week  after 
week  passed  with  no  cessation,  and  the  torrents  which  deluged  England 
extenaed  over  Erance  and  Belgium,  a  fear,  almost  amounting  to  a 
panic,  took  possession  of  the  people  there  lest  the  whole  crop  at  those 
countries  should  be  lost.  Frices  in  Liverpool  rose  with  startling 
rapidity,  so  much  so,  that  it  seemed  not  improbable  that  higher  prices 
woiild  be  reached  than  had  ruled  there  for  veara  past,  indeed,  it  is 
conceded  that  had  the  rain  lasted  a  fortnight  longer,  75s.  to  SOr.  per 
quarter  were  within  easy  reach ;  but,  when  they  seemed  on  the  very 
verge  of  these,  the  skies  cleared,  and  the  imminent  danger  passed  &w^. 
People  then  began  to  look  around  to  see  what  damage  had  actnaUj 
been  done,  and,  as  is  generally  the  case,  it  was  found  that  tiieir  feam 
had  greatly  exaggerated  the  evil.    As  ^  season  passed,  and  fine 
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weather  dried  out  the  sodden  ground,  much  of  the  wheat  was  saved  in 
better  condition  than  was  deemed  possible,  and  a  decline  in  prices 
has  commenced,  which  has  continued  ever  since.  The  rise  in  England 
■of  course  affected  our  market  at  once ;  and  as,  at  the  same  time, 
reports  were  rife  of  damage  to  the  crop  of  the  north-western  States, 
particularly  Minnesota,  and  our  own  crop,  as  threshing  progressed, 
promised  to  be  even  lighter  than  was  estimated^  prices  here  advanced 
even  more  rapidly  than  had  done  abroad,  commencing  at  1  dol.  65  c. 
to  1  dol.  70  e.  per  cental,  they  jumped  suddenly  to  1  dol.  90  c, 
2  doL,  and  2  dol.  25  c,  the  advance  in  a  single  week  in  Jul}'  amounting 
to  12  dol.  per  ton.  Before  the  revulsion  came  2  dol.  37^  c.  per  cental 
was  paid,  considerable  purchases  being  made  by  speculators,  who  had 
declined  to  buy  when  wheat  waa  offering  at  1  dol.  05  c.  per  100  lbs. 
By  the  middle  of  Ahgust,  the  excitement  culminated,  and  our  market 
smee  then  has  followed  the  course  of  those  abroad,  although  such  of  our 
farmers  as  held  on  to  their  crops  have  been  very  unwilling  sellers,  and 
but  for  the  money  pressure  caused  by  the  financial  troubles  in  August, 
it  is  safe  to  say  that  our  stock  of  wheat  would  be  much  heavier  than  it 
is  to-day.  As  it  is,  our  exports  have  amounted  (flour  being  reduced  to 
its  equivalent  in  wheat)  to  neaily  210,000  tons,  which,  were  the 
original  crop  estimates  correct,  would  leave  a  surplus  of  60,000  tons 
remaining  for  export.  This,  however,  is  probably  more  than  exists,  but 
it  is  manifest  that  the  business  throughout  the  spring  months  must  be 
very  light.  At  the  close  the  market  is  fairljr  steady  at  1  dol.  95  e.  to 
2  dol.  per  cental,  and  although  the  stocks  m  England  are  enormous, 
and  ^e  outlook  by  no  means  promising,  it  is  not  safe  to  look  for  any 
material  decline  here  during  the  remainder  of  the  season,  as  our  stocks 
are  too  light  to  admit  of  any  serious  break  in  the  market : — 

Bablbt. 

Centali. 

Receipts  of  barley  from  July  1st  to  December  Slst^  1  SI 6,  inclottve  706,801 

Daring  same  period  last  year          ..         ..         ..         ..         ..  919,850 

Daring  the  same  period  in  1878 740,800 

Exports  of  barley  from  July  let  to  December  Slat,  1875,  inclosive  224,110 

Daring  the  same  period  la«t  year 506,636 

Daring  the  same  period  in  1878 198,476 

Included  in  the  above  exports  are  127,807  centals  shipped  by  rail  over- 
land, and  not  heretofore  reported. 

"  We  enti  red  the  market  last  June  with  high  prices,  ordinary  feed 
descriptions  commanding  1  dol.  40  c.  to  1  dol.  50  c.  per  cental,  and  old 
brewing  1  dol.  60  c.  These  prices  were  entirely  without  j.ustification, 
either  m  the  condition  of  the  foreign  markets,  or  the  prospective  wants 
of  our  own,  for  our  own  crop  was  nearly  an  average  one,  and  those 
abroad  were  in  most  cases  most  abundaat.  Barley,  however,  is  alwavs 
a  IdTOorite  article  for  speculation,  and  the  high  price  of  wheat  probably 
dazzled  the  eyes  of  the  operators,  and  blinded  them  to  the  true  con- 
ditian  of  ta&an.  Be  that  as  it  may,  during  July  and  August  prices 
were  maintained  on  a  high  scale,  and  speculators  were  ranging  over  the 
country,  picking  up  all  the  desirable  lots  that  the  producers  could  be 
indaeea  to  spare.  The  folly  of  this  movement  is  apparent  when  we 
leieot  that  the  Paruifian  mnaket  never  will  stand  high  prices  from  us, 
iBMnmeh  as  Chili  is  a  large  producer  of  barley,  and  stands  at  its  very 
4aor,  while  the  advices  from  the  Miesisaippi  Y alley  were  positive,  and 
ifitteratod  Hk^ty  ezoept  st  comparatively  moderate  rates,  they  could  take 
Boihnig  fieom  ub.  Agaifi,  the  ciop  of  Chili  is  reaped  in  January,  and 
the  malting  season  in  the  Atlantic  States  closes  witji  the  advent  of 
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spring ;  so  that  if  any  export  business  on  a  large  scale  is  to  be  done,  it 
must  be  inaugurated  immediatelj  on  the  completion  of  our  harvest,  and 
kept  up  continuously  as  far  as  possible.  Our  operators  ignored  all 
these  facts,  and  have  suffered  severely  in  consequence.  But  one  cargo^ 
and  that  a  very  small  one,  has  been  exported  to  the  south-west  coast, 
and  two  or  three  to  the  Atlantic  sea-board,  while  our  shipments  by 
rail  have  declined  lo  nearly  one  quarter  of  those  of  last  year.  The- 
season  for  shipment  has  now  well-nigh  passed  away,  and  holders  are 
looking  around  in  vain  for  an  outlet  for  their  grain. 

"  Through  July  and  August  rates  were  firm  at  about  what  we  have 
quoted,  but  the  possibility  of  a  demand  for  chevalier  from  England  ran 
the  price  of  that  description  up  to  1  dol.  80  c.  to  1  dol.  85  c.  per  cental. 
Since  August  a  steady  though  slow  decline  has  characterized  the 
market,  until  within  a  few  weeks,  when  it  became  more  rapid.  As  we 
write,  the  market  is  extremely  flat  nt  1  dol.  10  c-  to  1  dol.  15  c  for 
feed,  1  dol.  30  c.  to  1  dol.  35  e.  for  brewing,  and  1  dol.  50  c.  to  1  doL 
65  c.  for  chevalier,  per  100  lbs. 

*'  Oats. 

Centals. 

Receipts  of  oats  from  Jaly  Ist  to  December  Slst^  1875,  inclusive  177,031 

During  same  period  last  year          •         ..         ..  216,126 

During  same  period  in  1873            ..         • 175,5S<^ 

Exports  of  oats  from  July  Ist  to  December  Slst,  inclouve        . .  8,684 

During  the  same  period  last  year 53,140' 

During  the  same  period  in  1873 . .  1,480 

'•*  Our  receipts  from  Oregon  during  the  past  six  months  amounted 
to  24,271  centals,  which  are  not  included  in  the  above. 

"  There  is  very  little  to  be  said  in  review  of  the  oat  market,  which 
has  ruled  very  uniform  throughout  the  whole  season.  Our  production 
seems  to  be  decreasing  every  year,  as  the  lands  adapted  to  the  culture 
of  the  ont  pny  bettor  when  planted  to  other  crops,  and  Oregon  supplies 
a  handsomer  ni  tide  than  is  raised  on  our  coast  at  a  moderate  price. 
Our  exports,  iu  the  absence  of  any  demand  from  Australia,  have  been 
very  tnfluig.     Good  qualities  at  the  close  command  2  dol.  per  cental. 

"  Flour. 

Barrels. 

Beceipts  of  flonr  from  July  Ist  to  December  8l8t,  1875,  inclusive  232,418 

Dnring  same  period  last  year          236,218 

During  same  period  in  1878            269,912 

Exports  of  flour  from  July  1st  to  December  dlst,  1875,  inclusive  269,267 

During  same  period  last  year          226,900 

During  same  period  in  1873            821,218 

"  In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  received  from  Oregon  37,680 
barrels.  The  exports  include  nearly  26,000  barrels  shipped  overland 
by  rail. 

''  This  season  has  developed  no  special  features  in  the  trade  in  flour. 
The  increased  consumption  caused  b^  the  steady  influx  of  population 
to  the  Stnte  has  kept  our  millers  fairly  occupied,  and  at  remunerative 
prices,  but  our  export  business  has  taken  no  new  channels.  To  Great 
Britain  we  have  exported  some  half-dozen  cargoes,  and  one  or  two 
small  ones  to  the  Atlantic  coast  of  South  America ;  but  our  business 
*  around  the  Horn '  has  been  very  much  curtailed  from  that  of  two  years 
ago,  and,  evidently,  will  never  be  heavy  but  in  exceptional  seasons.  As 
we  write,  superfines  are  worth  5  dol.  5  shipping  extras,  5  dol.  50  c.  j 
and  bakers',  6  dol.  per  196  lbs.  in  doth." 
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Tonnage  Ekgagements. 

There  were  few  ships  chartered  before  arrival  in  the  past  year,  the 
experience  of  previous  years  having  proved  the  precarious  nature  of 
«ach  a  business,  and  those  who  had  engaged  in  it  as  a  pure  speculation 
were  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  continue  it. 

The  following  represents  the  average  rates  of  freight  for  Great 
Britain  iu  each  mouth : — 

Per  Ton. 
£  *.    d, 

January 2  10    0 

February  2    7    0 

March ..         ..280 

April 250 

.     May        2    2    6 

June 296 

July        2    5    0 

August 2    8     0 

September         2  11    7 

October 2    9  11 

November         2  12    7 

December  2  12    C^ 


The  engagements  at  this  port  the  past  five  years  have  been  as 
follows : — 


•       Freights. 

Begistered  Tons. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1876. 

Grain 
Timber 
Miscellaneous 
California  assorted . . 
Guano         • . 

54,849 
81,287 
81,461 
10,308 
13,191 

252,127 

65,689 

18,702 

7,012 

10,292 

841,711 

24,811 

7,682 

4,325 

8,842 

305,510 
88,528 
19,158 

129,333 
16,018 

274,447 
48,261 
81,657 
11,928 
38,839 

Total  .. 

190,596 

848,822 

882,871 

508,547 

400,180 

The  foregoing  table  does  not  give  the  charters  for  coal  from  the 
northern  coast. 

Wool. — The  production  of  wool  continues  steadily  to  increaie,  as 
shown  by  the  following  table  :— 

Lbs. 

In  1871  22,187,188 

1872  24,255,468 

1878  82,155,169 

1874  ..         .. 89,856,781 

1875  43,582,228 

Last  year's  supply  consisted  of  22,746,730  lbs.  spring  clip,  of 
19,225,493  lbs.  autumn  clip,  and  1,560,000  lbs.  pulled  wool.  We  had 
on  hand  at  the  end  of  1874  about  6,458,000  lbs.,  and  received  from 
Oregon  during  1875  1,850,000  lbs.,  and  from  Australia  375,000  lbs., 
making  a  grand  total  of  52,215,223  lbs.,  of  which  were  exported — 

Lbs. 

Per  railroad 40,493,248 

steamer  , 4,071,695 

sailing  vessel 8,618,074 
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leaving  od  hand  at  the  doBe  o£  the  year  420,000  lbs.  The  mills  of  tlie 
Sbaie  consumed  3,612,206  lbs.  The  market  has  been  throughout  187& 
free  from  the  excitement  incidental  to  it  in  the  preyious  two  or  three 
years,  aud  the  average  price  of  spring  wool  has  been  lid.  per  lb.,  and 
of  autumn  and  lamb  7d  per  lb.  More  attention  will  be  paid  in  futnre 
to  the  quality  of  the  wool,  the  result  of  each  year  showing  more 
conclusively  the  uecessity  of  it  to  make  the  business  a  really  profitable 
one. 

The  value  and  description  of  foreign  merchandize  imported  into  San 
Francisco  in  the  past  year  is  given  below  : — 

From  Great  Bbitaik. 


Commodities. 


Beer,  ale,  ai 
Cotton  mani 
Coal 


porter 
tures 


Jguthenware 
JPax,  manufiEtctures  of  . 
Wute  „ 

Metals— 
Iron,  pig 

Iron  maoufactores    . 
Bailroad  bars,  iron    . 
„  steel  . 

Steel  ingots   . . 
Tin  im  ban    . . 
„     plates . . 

Salt    • 

Soda- 
Ash     

Bicarbonate  .. 

Caustic 

Spirits  in  casks  . . 

„       bottles 

Wine  in  casks   . . 

f,       bottles. . 

Wool,  manu&ctures  of. 

Miscellaneons    . . 

Total      . . 


Grand  total 


Gallons  , 
Tons 

Lbs^ 
Lbs.*' 


Cwts. 
Lbs. 


Gallons 
Dozen 
Gallons 
Doien 


Free  of  Doty. 

Snljecti 

^Duty. 

Qoantity. 

Value. 

QuanUty. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

, , 

, , 

807,921 

54,766 

,. 

88,262 

, , 

•  •- 

65,684 

45,688 

•• 

•  • 

•• 

48,977 
68,482 

•• 

•• 

•• 

206,466 

, , 

, , 

129,959,792 

71,98S 

, , 

.. 

, , 

70,246^ 

.  • 

•  • 

2,017,792 

4,866 

.. 

*• 

2,468,498 

12,848 

•  . 

25,694 

961 

4,753 

, , 

, , 

,, 

48,864 

64,460 

•• 

•• 

8,511,160 

6,81T 

.. 

.. 

8,808,724 

12,666 

•  • 

. . 

670,100 

4,848 

, , 

., 

1,864,797 

18,685 

•  • 

47,816 

11,598 

, , 

, , 

8,907 

2,748 

, , 

, , 

47,648 

8,224 

•  * 

,. 

17,060 

29,543 

•  • 

.. 

.  • 

45,823 

•  • 

28,500 

•  • 

215,441 

83,263   . 

1,056,976 

•  • 

• « 

.. 

88,253 

1,090,229 
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Coiniiu)ditifi8» 

Tons      .. 
Cwts.     .. 

•  • 

•  • 

Free  (tf  Duty. 

Subject  to  Duty. 

QoanUty. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coftl       

Hg-tin 

Miloellaneoius   .. 

2,8*44 

£ 

9,776 
1,809 

189,164 

•  • 

£ 
104,568 

Wl 

Total      .. 

11,785 

111,629 
11,786 

Grand  total 

123,314 

From  Cbina, 

IKCLUDIHG  ] 

HOKOKONO. 

Free  of  Duty. 

Subject  to  Duty. 

CoBomodHies. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Coffee     .. 

,, 

Lbs.       .. 

751,192 

82,565 

Se-:;    :: 

,, 

j>         •• 

•  • 

•  • 

69,851 

151,528 

•  • 

»         •• 

.. 

•  • 

46^888,850 

228,292 

Si]k,nrr 

,, 

»         •• 

55,688 

41,867 

, , 

„    xsanu&etared 

,, 

, . 

•  • 

, , 

21.274 

Sugar     .. 

,, 

LbgJ       .. 

, , 

•  • 

5,608,629 

36,731 

Tea 

,, 

n             •• 

1,881,651 

103,785 

, . 

MiawlhmrionB    .. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

29,856 

•  * 

291,801 

Total      .. 

208,078 

729,686 

•• 

•  • 

•• 

•• 

•  • 

208,073 

Qfand  total 

937,769 

Fbou  Bbiibb  Coi 

.UUBIA. 

Commoditiea. 

Tons      •. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Free  of  Duty. 

Subject  to  Duly. 

Qoatttity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coal 

Fur  Bkina,  undressed  . . 
Gold   and   silver   coin 

and  bullion  . . 
Miscellaneous  .. 

•• 

£ 

40,484 

268,67^ 
54,107 

62,119 

•  • 

£ 
65,818 

4,024 

Total    .. 

858,270 

69,84^ 
858,270 

Gntnd  total     .. 

427,612 
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wjtvd  states. 
Fbom  Gbbkaht. 


Commodities. 

Lbs."     .. 
Feet       .. 

•  • 

Tree  of  Duty. 

Subject  to  Duty. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton  manofactares  . . 
Window  glass  . . 
Plate  glass      . . 
If  isoellaneous  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

5,723 

724,608 
14,667 

•  • 

•  • 

£ 

15,306 
6,747 
1,751 

66,516 

ToUl    .. 

5,728 

•  • 

90,813 
6,723 

Grand  total     .. 

96,086 

Fbom  Fbavos. 


Commodiiiep. 

Lbe.       .. 

Gallons  .. 
Dozen    .. 
Gallons  .. 
Dozen    . . 

•  • 

•  • 

Free  of  Duty. 

Suljeet 

toDntj. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Pig  iron 

Silk,  manufactures  of . . 

Spirits  in  casks 

botUes 
Wine  in  casks . . 
„       botUes 

•• 

£ 

5,106 

798,477 

68,224 

6,184 

618,889 

28^656 

•  • 

£ 

2,811 
18,684 
10,726 
5,658 
41,554 
25,098 
195,969 

Total     .. 

5,106 

805,090 
5,106 

Grand  total     . . 

810,196 

Fbom  Japav. 


Commodities. 

•      •  • 

Lbs^'    .. 

Lba'    .. 

Free  of  Duty. 

Subject  to  Duty. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Fancy  goods    . . 
Gold  and    silyer  coin 

and  bullion  . . 
Silk^raw 

„    manufactures     • . 

Tea 

Miscellaneous . . 

•  • 

604,872 
17,990,578 

£ 

•  • 

6,603 
479,202 

1,298,274 
55,517 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

£ 
14,868 

•  • 

8,788 

86,412 

Total    .. 

1,889,596 

•  • 

54,513 
1,889,596 

Grand  total     .. 

1,894,109 
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Commodities. 


Coffee  .. 
Rice  .. 
Sugar  .. 
MlBcellaneoiiB .. 


Total 


Grand  total 


Lbs. 


Free  of  Duty. 


Quantity. 


78,919 


Value. 


£ 

8,509 

25,280 


28,789 


Subject  to  Du<j. 


Quantity. 


1,568,714 
8,089,782 


Value. 


£ 

11,829 

182,287 

6,157 


199,778 
28,789 


228,562 


Fbom  Spanish  Possessions. 


Commodities. 


Cigars  .. 
Coffee  .. 
Hemp,  raw 
Sugar  .. 
Hiscellaneous  , 


Total 


Grand  total 


Lbs. 

}> 
Tons 
Lbs. 


Free  of  Duty. 


Quantity. 


222,688 


Value. 


£ 
7,144 

*216 


7,860 


Subject  to  Duty. 


Quantity. 


8,528 

*  1,062 
26,845,490 


Value. 


£ 
6,148 

25,780 

186,086 
29 


217,998 
7,860 


225,858 


Fbom  Cbrtbal  Ambbigah  Statb. 


Commodities. 

Lb&      .. 

Lbfc'    .. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Free  of  Duty. 

Subject 

to  Duty. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coffee 

Gold  and   silver  coin 
and  bullion . . 

Bice 

Sugar    

liiacellaneous  .. 

10,478,775 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

£ 

816,656 

84,885- 
6,818 

•  • 

18,875 
1,008,294 

•  • 

•  • 

£ 

**72 

6,071 
640 

Total    .. 

858,554 

•  • 

6,788 
358,554 

Grand  total     .. 

865,887 
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Fbom  Mjdlkso. 


•  • 

•  •    •• 

•  • 

PreeoflXity. 

Subject  to  Duty. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Qnantitj. 

Value. 

Gold  and   ailver  coin 
aadbttllioa.. 

Bioe 

Salt 

MiaeellineoiiB  . . 

•• 

739,521 
52,'284 

15,126 
8,508,800 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

£ 

18,984 

I,72S 
8,022 

Total    .. 

781,755 

28,748 
781,775 

OruQ  totu 

806,50^ 

Total  Imfortatioivs. 


Free 8,707,782 

Dutiable 2,901,707 


Total,  including  coin  and  bullion     . .     6,609,489 

£ 

Total  imports  from  all  countries 6,609,439 

Total  imports  in  cars  rill  New  York,  without 
Appraisement  Act,  July  14, 1875        . .         . .        582,317 

Grand  total  imports 7,141,756 

SUGAB. 
The  following  tsbiG  gires  tne  conpai'aiiTe  imports  for*— 


From— 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

Manilla 

Hawaiian           

Batarian 

Central  American 

China 

Mexican 

Fijian 

Perurian            

Tahitian 

LbB. 

13,237,734 
10,686,928 
10,618,687 
2,870,8T9 
15,867,600 
1,112 

612,181 
400 

Lbs. 

88,277,851 

18,566,289 

8,240,592 

5,056,754 

16,498,577 

6,787 

l,0«r,748 

Lbs. 
26,246,086 
17,815,715 

727,684 

5,777,749 

8,104 

7.512 

12,466 

Total          

58,380,821 

72,738,498 

0O,8»9,266 
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The  following  gives  our  exports  by  sea  for — 


6^1 


To— 


1878. 


1874. 


1875. 


Obina 
Japan 
Mexico  .. 
British  Columbia 
Now  York 
Other  countries.. 

Total 


Lba. 

80 

55.9U 

948,5'<0 

268,849 

165,048 


Lbs. 

8,051 

80314 

148,602 

196,575 

488,148 


Lbs. 
148,998 

107,894 

681,180 

1,116,091 

829,829 


1,438,446 


812,190 


2,877,942 


Ourgrobs  imports  of  foreign  sugar  for  1B75  were  less  by  22,000,000  lbs. 
than  for  the  year  previous ;  and  from  the  east,  of  rectified,  2,750,000  lbs. 
greater,  showing  a  net  falling  off  of  supplies  for  the  year  of  about 
19,000,000  lbs.,  or  about  the  same  amount  as  was  received  m  1873.  This 
large  falling  off  in  imports  for  the  year  was  fully  made  good  by  tde  stock 
on  hand  January  1st,  1875.  Our  exports  by  sea  f.r  the  year  past,  in 
round  figures,  are  2,400000  lbs.,  as  against  812,200  lbs.  the  year 
previous.  The  sugar  beet  production  does  not  amount  to  much  on  this 
coast.  The  two  factories  in  this  State  combined  only  report  their  year's 
production  at  600,000  lbs.,  as  against  1,600,000  lbs.  in  1874f.  This  ia 
attributed  to  the  dry  season.  The  importations  of  Hawaiian  have  been 
increased  4,250,000  Ibd.  as  compared  with  1874,  and  7,000,000  lbs. 
|;reater  than  in  1873.  This,  we  think,  is  to  be  credited  to  the  greatly 
increased  amount  of  dark  low  grade  refining  sugars,  sent  us  under 
contract  purchase  to  the  Californian  Refinery.  The  imports  from 
Manila  in  1875  were  6,000,000  lbs.  less  than  in  1874,  while  from  China 
they  were  nearlv  11,000,000  lbs.  less.  Peru  shows  a  falling  off  of 
1,000,000  lbs. ;  Central  America,  4,250,000  lbs. ;  and  Batavia,  3,241,090 
lbs.,  the  latter  not  sending  us  any  in  1875. 

During  the  year  past,  comparatively  little  sugar  has  been  consigned 
to  this  market  £or  sale  on  commission,  the  great  bulk  of  that  received 
coming  direct  to  the  refiuers  upon  orders.  There  is,  doubtless,  a  fair 
prospective  market  open  to  consignments  of  good  to  choice  grocery 
grades  for  the  year  we  have  entered.  Something,  however,  must 
depend  upon  the  ratification  or  refusal  by  Congress  to  ratify  the  Treaty 
with  Hawaii.  In  regard  to  prices  during  1875,  there  has  been  no  great 
variation  in  rates.  In  January,  1875,  we  quoted  Hawaiian  grocery 
grades  8  c.  to  10^  c,  and  this  has  been  the  ruling  rate  for  twelve 
months.  White  refined,  a  year  since,  was  11  c.  to  12  c. ;  yellow  coffee, 
10^  c.  to  11  c.  In  March  rates  were  reduced  f  c.  on  yellow  coffees^ 
and  ^  c.  on  white,  being  then  11  c,  for  crushed  and  10  o.  for  coffees* 
In  April  prices  were  advanced  |  c,  and  continued  steady  for  the 
balance  of  the  year,  say  11}  c.  to  12  c.  for  white,  10|  c.  to  11  c.  for 
yellow. 

The  Californian  Sugar  Eefinery  have  made  the  following  report  of 
their  operations  during  the  year  1875,  as  taken  from  the  books  of  the 
company  :  melted  during  1875,  sugar,  42,000,000  lbs. ;  obtained  out  of 
the  same,  white  sugar,  22,000,000  lbs.,  :^ellow  sugar,  14,000,000  lbs. ; 
syrups,  500,000  gallons;  stock  of  refined  on  hand  January  Ist, 
1876,  1,300,000  lbs.  white,  1,450,000  lbs.  yellow ;  and  golden  syrup, 
70,0(X)  gallons;  exported  to  Hamburgh  and  Liverpool  13,678  barrels, 
eaual  to  400,840  gallons  syrup,  upon  which  a  drawback  was  obtained. 
Tnis  large  refinery  has  been  steadily  and  successfully  running  for  two 
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years  past,  but  closed  during  the  holidays  for  a  few  weeks,  in  order 
to  make  needful  repairs.  The  ''  California,"  with  the  '^  Bay  "  Com- 
pany, are  the  only  two  sugar  refineries  that  have  been  ruaiiing  here 
for  over  a  year.  The  "  San  Francisco  **  and  "  Pacific,'*  as  well  as  the 
"Gulden  Gate,"  closed  a  year  or  more  ago,  and  remain  idle.  The 
**  California"  and  "Bay"  refineries  have  abundant  capacity  to  supply 
the  entire  wants  of  the  Pacific  coast ;  nevertheless  thej  have  been 
forced  to  contend  with  considerable  eastern  competition  during  the  past 
year,  and  have  also  lost  not  a  little  of  their  Utah  trade.  This  has 
arisen  in  great  part  from  the  cessation  of  our  supplies  of  high-grade 
Hawaiian  sugars,  causing  several  of  our  large  Front-street  jobbers  to 
order  liberal  supplies  of  prime  yellow  or  golden  "  C  "  sugars  from 
New  York,  owing  to  the  very  low  n^s  ruling  there,  and  favoured  by 
the  high  price  of  gold  and  cheap  freights. 

We  have  also  received  from  the  Atlantic  States  niore  or  less  treble 
refined  crushed.  Our  total  imports  of  sugar  from  the  east  of  these  two 
prime  grades  in  1875,  chiefly  by  the  Pacific  Railroad,  was  .9,747  barrels, 
containing  3,043,560  lbs.,  an  increase  over  the  year  previous  of 
2,785,260  lbs.  This,  as  we  have  already  stated,  was  caused  by  a 
lessened  supply  of  Hawaiian  grocery  grades,  and  the  very  low  prices 
ruling  in  the  east,  l^he  islanders,  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  entered  into 
contracts  with  the  Californian  llefinery  to  lumish  the  bulk  of  their 
product  of  refining  grades  during  1875,  thus  cutting  oflf  the  large  trade 
m  No.  1  island  sugars  to  consumers.  Tlje  refiners  here  sought  to 
apply  a  remedy  by  furnishing  two  or  three  grades  of  yellow  eoffees, 
but  this  did  not  please  the  trade,  nor  consumers;  hence  they  went 
to  New  Tork  for  supplies.  The  result  is  apparent  to  fell,  and  we 
wait  the  action  of  Congress  in  Washington  upon  the  Hawaiian  Treaty 
before  fully  solving  the  future  of  this  question. 

Of  late  several  invoices  of  Hongkong  refined  have  reached  us,  a  good 
substitute  for  yellow  coflTees  ;  but  we  do  not  anticipate  any  considerable 
supplies  from  that  quarter  in  1876.  The  "Bay"  Sugar  Befinery 
made  the  following  report  of  their  working  in  1876.  It  is  proper  t^ 
say,  by  way  of  introduction,  that  this  refinery,  which  is  of  large  capacity, 
was  during  the  autumn  injured  by  fire,  causing  several  months'  inter- 
ruption to  its  business.  It  is  now,  however,  repaired,  and  in  full 
work.  The  feature  of  this  establishment  is  the  manufacture  of 
cube  sugar  under  the  Partz  process,  an  article  equal  to  the  best 
eastern  treble  refined,  and  tends  to  close  the  door  to  supplies  of  that 
nature  from  the  Atlantic.  The  "  Bay"  refinery  melted  8,124,473  lbs. 
raw  sugars  in  1875  ;  obtained  from  the  same  4,030,715  lbs.  hard  white 
sugar  and  1,895,586  lbs.  soft  yellow,  &c. ;  stock  of  refined  sugars  on 
hand,  280,727  lbs. ;  sugars  exported  in  1875,  275,000  lbs.  Golden 
syrup  manufactured,  159,502  gallons ;  sold  in  the  market,  4,567  gallons ;  , 
Bent  overland  and  to  Utah,  124,190  gallons ;  exported,  70,732  g^ons. 
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CoMFABATiTE  Statement  for  the  Years  1874  and  1875. 

iMFOBTATIOKg. 


1874. 

1875. 

Stocks  of  sagan  in  warehouses  each  year,  January  Ist 

Lbs. 
72,989,189 
9,544,197 

Lbs. 
68,968,155 
14,997,268 

From  the  supply  in  1875  deduct  export  of  raw  to 
New  York 

82,488,886 
14,997,268 

68,965,428 
1,116,191 

Less  stocks  in  warehouses  at  the  close  of  each  year  . . 

67,849,282 
5,402,822 

Comparative  consumption,  1874  and  1875    . . 
Beet-root  sugars— product  all  consumed  of  each  year 

67,486,118 
1,500,000 

62,446,410 
600,000 

The  falling  off  of  the  product  of  beet  sugar  in  1875  is  attributed  to 
the  slight  spring  rains  which  diminished  the  growth.  In  regard  to  the 
sugar  trade  of  San  Francisco  for  1874  and  1875,  it  is  remarked  that  a 
careful  taking  of  the  stocks  of  sugars  in  the  warehouses  Jidy  Ist,  1875, 
showed  an  apparent  increase  of  the  consumption  for  the  six  months  of 
3,847,696  lbs.  over  the  corresponding  period  of  1874.  But  there  is  an 
apparent  decrease  of  consumption  the  last  six  months  of  1875  of 
8,387,404  lbs.,  compared  with  the  same  period  in  1874,  making  the 
falling  off  of  consumption  for  the  year  5,039,706  lbs.,  when  we  should 
naturally  look  for  an  increase  of  consumption  of  an  equal  amount  at 
least.  It  should  also  be  stated,  in  this  connection,  that  not  a  little 
eastern  refined  sugar  has  been  brought  overland,  and  dropped  at 
various  points  on  the  line  of  the  Pacific  railroad,  and  of  which  we  have 
no  account,  these  places  heretofore  drawing  their  supplies  from  us; 
hence,  in  a  measure,  we  account  for  a  large  falling  off  in  our  consump- 
tion. One  of  the  chief  causes  of  this  apparent  falling  of  consumption, 
is  the  fact  that  during  the  last  six  months  the  refineries  have  used  high 
grades  of  su^ar,  instead  of  melado  and  low  grades,  as  they  did  to  a 
great  extent  in  1874  and  the  first  half  of  1875.  These  high  grades  of 
raw  sugar  have  turned  out  a  much  greater  nroportiou  of  sugar  when  re- 
fined, and  less  of  syrup.  The  disturbed  conoition  of  our  finances  during 
the  last  six  months,  it  it  has  not  caused  less  sugar  to  be  used,  has  pre- 
vented trades  from  holding  large  stocks  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Our 
city  jobbers  and  retailers,  and  the  country  traders  generally,  have 
iiBuallv  held  in  the  aggregate,  at  all  times,  a  large  stock  of  Sandwich 
Island,  sugars,  but,  as  the  refineries  secured  by  purchase  the  product  of 
the  islands  during  the  last  six  months,  all  these  parties  at  the  close  of 
the  year  are  entirely  out  of  island  sugars.  The  small  stock  of  sugars 
now  here  is  almost  entirely  held  by  the  refineries  anid  the  importers, 
chiefly  by  the  former. 

TlAB. 

The  following  table  gives  the  comparative  statement  of  import* 
into  l%m  Francisco  in— 
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From — 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

lU 

Lbs. 

856,065 

2,893,836 

200 

Lbs. 
1,751,610 
6,277,960 
3,750 

Lbs. 
1,735,760 
4,781,420 

Total         

3,750,101 

8,033,320 

8,517,180 

The  following  gives  our  exports  bj  sea  for — 

To— 

1878. 

1874. 

1875. 

NewToA        

Hawaiian  IslancU         

Mexico 

firiiieh  ColMbia         

South  America 

OihOTOOoniiies 

Lbs. 

709 
13,505 
9,898 
64,212 
58,778 
55461 

Lbs. 

8,752 

8,774 

5,183 

S8,298 

20,264 

67,195 

198,516 

Lbe. 
468,448 
18,4n 
10,788 
70,1A> 
4.871 
48,785 

Total         

201,658 

689,459 

The  stock  of  teas  at  tbe  begiuning  of  1875  was  very  large  throughoat 
the  eoiintiy.  Very  many  importers,  especially  in  the  eastern  and 
Atlantic  States,  being  of  opinion  that  a  duty  on  teas  would  be  enacted 
by  Congress,  ordered  very  largely  of  all  descriptions,  far  in  excess  of 
any  possible  requirements,  in  the  hope  of  making  a  profit  of  the  duty 
that  they  desired  to  see  imposed.  Congress  having  declined  to  take 
tea  off  the  free  list,  these  importers  found  th^nselves  biui^ened  with 
very  heavy  stocks,  wluch  were  difficult  to  reduce,  save  at  heavy  losaes. 
On  Oolongo,  imported  into  New  York  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year, 
the  losses  were  particularly  severe,  prices  receding  there  to  lower 
figures  tlmn  ever  before.  During  the  past  six  months,  importations 
from  both  China  and  Ja^an  have  been  materially  lessened,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  in  the  year  on  which  we  are  now  entering,  we  may  be 
able  to  chronicle  a  more  prosperous  condition  of  trade  than  we  have 
recently  enjoyed.  In  my  last  annual  report  I  confessed  to  a  certain 
amount  of  incredulity  regarding  any  active  operations  by  the  Occidental 
and  Oriental  Steamship  Company,  but  it  seems  thnt  since  that  timc^ 
owing  to  certain  changes,  the  company  has  shown  a  large  amount  of 
vitality.  Their  pioneer  steamship,  the  "  Oceanic,"  arrived  here  in  June 
last,  in  sixteen  days  and  ten  hours  from  Yokohama,  tlie  fastest  paasage 
between  the  two  p^rts  on  record.  To  the  general  public  there  is  mo 
appreciable  difference  between  the  Occidental  and  Oriental  Steamship 
Company  and  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company,  as  the  departuoea 
take  place  here  from  the  same  wharf,  and  the  business  is  done  through 
the  offices  of  the  latter  here,  at  Yokohama,  and  Hongkong.  We  kave, 
bowever,  reasons  to  be  grateful  for  this  consolidation,  if  such  it  can  be 
called,  as  with  the  advent  of  the  'Occidental  and  Oriental  steamships 
QMme  the  end  of  tbe  waefiyae  between  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamsfatp  Cbm- 
pany  and  the  railroads,  and  since  that  time  all  teas  lor  the  Atkoijc 
States  from  China  and  Japan  have  pursued  their  natural  route  over 
the  trans-continental  railroad,  reaching  New  York  in  average  time  of 
thirty  days  from  Japan.  With  respect  to  the  Quality  of  the  past 
season's  teas,  those  of  Japan  are  thought   to    oe   fully    equal  to 
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previous  years ;  in  &et,  those  of  higher  grades  are  of  better  ^jle,  and 
Mome  of  the  earlier  invoices  vrere  very  showy.  It  is  remarked  that 
while  during  most  of  the  year  other  teas  have  proved  unremunerative, 
new  Japans  of  the  best  grades  have  moderately  rewarded  the  importers. 
Sales  to  the  States  on  the  other  side  of  the  Kocky  Mountains  show 
a  steady  increase,  more  parties  there  now  looking  to  this  city  for 
their  teas,  finding  that  they  can  purchase  here  of  better  quality  and  at 
cheaper  prices.  In  a  review  of  the  business  of  the  year,  I  have  to 
report  very  light  importations  of  Shanghai  greens.  This  season's 
greens  are  inferior  to  previous  years,  and  seem  hastily  prepared  and 
wanting  in  style  and  drawing  quality.  The  Teenkaio  and  Pingsueys 
seem  especially  thin  and  poor  in  water.  The  law  recently  passed  in 
England  regarding  the  adulteration  of  articles  of  food,  will  militate 
very  much  against  the  importation  of  greens  to  that  country,  and  for 
the  lower  grades  will  virtually  amount  to  prohibition.  A  noticeable 
feature  is  an  increased  demand  for  Formosa  teas,  in  which  a  very  fair 
business  has  been  done.  As  might  be  expected,  however,  when  a 
profit  can  be  realized,  the  supply  has  proved  sufficiently  elastic  to 
meet  all  requirements.  Country  Oolongo  also  show  an  improvement  of 
Iste,  and  are  more  in  favour.  At  the  ewt  eeveial  large  strings  have 
been  recently  sold  at  enhanced  figures  over  those  ruling  a  few  months 
ago.  Canton  scented  teas  are  still  chiefly  controlled  by  the 
Chinese,  who  also  do  the  largest  business  in  basket  teas.  The  demand 
for  these  latter  is  now  chiefly  confined  to  the  adjacent  territories.  As 
in  previous  years,  the  bulk  of  importations  has  consisted  of  Japans  in 
different  styles  of  packages,  to  suit  the  various  wants  of  the  trade. 


Coffee. 
The  following  table  gives  the  comparative  imports  for — 


From— 


1878. 


1874. 


1876. 


Java 

Manila  .. 
Hdnraiian 
Central  American 
Mocha  . . 
La  Goayra 
Tahitian. . 
Rio 

Total 


Lbs. 

486,921 

161,375 

274,600 

11,066,040 

46,064 

2,084 


Lbs. 
722,828 
476,600 

48,746 
9,888,680 

12,000 

88,611 


12,026,884 


11,226,960 


Lbs. 

691,659 

454,8^0 

118,800 

.11,867,6&0 

2,222 


12,686,101 


The  fcUowing  gives  our  exports  by  sea  for— 

To- 

1878. 

1874. 

1875. 

Hczioa 

Lbs. 
88W74 
ft0,S55 
16,827 

344,857 

71,014 

7,972 

Lbs. 
41£,2tt 

Britiili  O^lamhia 
Othar  conntries. . 

.  •        •  • 
•  •        •  • 

106,273 
16,668 

Total 

467,966 

428,848 

584,097 
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Our  monthly  BtiipmentB  overland  compare  as  follows :— 


1874. 

1875. 

January 

February           

March 

April 

M»y     

.  June       

July 

August 

September        

October 

November         

December          

Lbs. 
858,118 

65,359 

144,915 

525 

807i967 

•  • 
274 

54i200 

Lbfl. 

90,000 

60,620 
472,107 
221,612 

^940 

18V,745 
183,270 
107,090 

Total          

926,858 

1,281,887 

Inereaae  in  1875  .. 

•• 

856,084 

Our  imports  for  the  past  three  jears  exhibit  no  material  yariatioD, 
although  greater  in  1875  than  previously,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference 
to  the  statistics  annexed,  the  great  bulk  of  our  supplies  coming  as  usual 
from  Central  America.  Of  this  latter,  11,368,560  lbs.  were  received 
during  the  past  year.  Our  exports  by  sea  were  of  little  magnitude^, 
say  535,000  lbs.  The  shipments  overland  to  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  and 
Utah  have  been  more  than  in  the  year  previous,  say  1,281,387  lbs.,  as 
against  026,353  lbs.  in  1874.  The  consumption  for  the  Pacific  slope 
was  10,000,000  lbs.,  nn  increase  of  over  600,000  lbs.  above  that  of  last 
year.  The  fluctuations  in  price  throughout  the  year  have  been  less 
than  usual,  but  there  has  been  a  margin  for  profit  on  most  of  the 
importations.  Owing  to  the  crop  of  Costa  Hica  being  very  short  this 
year  (about  one-third  of  an  average),  and  also  the  high  prices  ruling  in 
said  country,  it  is  probable  that  we  shall  receive  very  little  this  year, 
and  that  the  bulk  of  our  importations  will  come  from  Guatemala  and 
Sau  Salvador.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  stock  consisted  of  12,000 
bags,  chiefly  central  American. 


Coals. 
The  following  table  gives  the  receipts  for  the  past  five  years :- 


I- 


t 


m 


1871 
1872 
1878 
1874 
1876 


Tons. 

88,492 
116,832 

96,486 
189,109 
186,869 


Tons. 
64,191 
29,190 
62,616 
87,826 
67,849 


Tons. 

6,060 
10,061 

8,867 
16,476 
10,828 


Torn. 
7,281 
19,618 
18,296 
14,268 
18,810 


Tom. 
16,621 
26,608 
81,436 
61,017 
61,072 


Tons. 

4,161 

8,682 

400 


Toni. 
28,690 
82,662 
88,066 
44,867 
32,869 


Tons. 
20,284 
4,100 
21,211 
18,686 
10,446 


Tons. 


18,672 
9,027 
67,106 


Tons. 

188,486 

177,2« 

171,741 

206,268 

142,808 


The  most  noticeable  feature  in  the  foregoing  is  the  increased 
receipt  of  English  coals.  Vancouver  Island  and  Washington  Territory 
are  supplying  us  in  increased  quantities,  whilst  our  local  coal  (lignite) 
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mines  have  not  yielded  m  largely  the  past  year.  A  comparativelj  new 
mine  in  Vancouver  Island  (Wellington)  is  supphring  coal  of  a  superior 
quality  to  any  previously  received  from  the  island.  The  Seattle  (  ViTash- 
ington  Territory)  is  also  a  fair  quality  of  coal.  .  Our  supply  from 
Australia  has  not  diminished,  nor  is  it  likely  to  as  long  as  we  require 
a  large  amount  of  shipping  to  carry  away  the  productions  of  the  State, 
whatever  price  may  happen  to  rule ;  the  importations  the  past  year  have 
not  been  profitable. 

Metals. 
The  imports  in  1874-5  consisted  of-— 


Iron,  pig  .. 
„  bar  .. 
„  plate.. 
„     various 

»         »» 

if  u 

Tin  plate   .. 
Steel 

Sheathing  metal 


1874. 


Tons 

8,465 

28,485 

Ban 

118,671 

200,898 

Pieces 

21,642 

82,484 

Bundles    . . 

2,418 

86,228 

Cases 

771 

118 

Pieces       .. 

1,896 

20,602 

Boxes 

80,258 

78,020 

Oases 

1,271 

9,841 

Bundles     . . 

11,246 

2,490 

Cases 

776 

1,078 

1875. 


The  trade  has  been  for  many  years  controlled  by  three  or  four 
wealthy  firms,  but  the  closing  of  one  of  the  establishments,  by  the  death 
of  the  surviving  partner,  together  with  a  considerable  falling  off  in  the 
demand  for  iron,  has  caused  a  change ;  and  there  is  a  probability  of  the 
trade  being  a  more  open  one  for  the  future ;  but  the  prospect  is  not 
flattering,  as  eastern  manufacturers  are  pressing  their  ^oods  on  this 
market  at  prices  which  forbid  the  manufacture  here,  where  the  raw 
article  is  so  dear ;  already  local  manufacturers  have  almost  given  up  the 
manufacture  of  ploughs,  harrows,  waggons,  &c.  The  trade  which  has 
hitherto  proved  so  profitable,  has  passed  by  the  jobber  into  the  hands  of 
the  manufacturer.  The  demand  for  bar  iron  has  fallen  off  considerably, 
but  the  consumption  of  sheet  has  slightly  increased.  The  demand  for 
pig  iron  has  greatly  increased,  our  foundirmen  having  done  a  much 
la^r  business  than  ever  before,  the  orders  for  mining  machinery  being 
immense.  The  monthly  quotations  given  below  will  show  marked 
fluctuations  during  the  year ;  the  extremely  high  prices  at  the  beginning 
caused  foundry  men  to  order  largely  at  the  quotations  given,  and  im- 
porters continuiiiff  to  receive  their  regular  supplies  caused  the  market 
to  fall  from  50  dol.  at  the  opening  of  the  year  ^to  32  dol.  for  soft,  and 
from  60  dol.  to  32  dol.  for  white. 

The  following  are  the  quotations  for  each  month ; — 
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Fehmaiy 

March    .. 

April 

May       .. 

June 

Jaly       .. 

Aagatt  •  • 

September 

October.. 

November 

December 


Seoleh,8ttft. 


Ferl\>iL 
DollazB. 

46  to  60 

47  4% 


45 
40 
89 
89 
89 
85 
33 
33 
82 
82 


48 
42 
41 
42 
40 

se 

85 
85 
84 
84 


English  and 
Amerkan,  iHiitou 


Perl^n. 

Dollara. 

58  to  6Q 

58        00 


58 
44 
38 
84 
84 
88 
82 
82 
82 
82 


60 
45 
40 

85 

84 
88 
88 
82 
82 


aoft. 


Ivo% 


Per 'Foil 
DrtlBK 
48  to  45 
45       48  _ 


43 
89 
87 
87 
85 
82 
82 
80 
80 
30 


46 
41 
89 
88 
M 
85 
38 
82 
82 
82 


The  stock  of  pig  iron  on  band  Ist  January,  1876,  was  7,366  tons 
Scotch,  soft,  2,104  tons  of  white,  and  2,080  tons  American,  soft,  aa  par 
statement  below,  being  10,166  tons  in  excess  of  the  stock  on  hinid 
January  Ist,  1875. 

Tons.       Tons. 
Stock  of  pig  iron  on  hand  January  Ist^  1875,  was  . .  1,^4 

Importations  of  1875  : — 

Scotch,  soft  14,126 

English,  white 2,598 

American,  soft 9,087 

white 901 

French 819 

Oregon. 1,020 

28,046 

Total 29,i80 

D^ailed  account  of  stock  on  hand  January  1st,  1876 : — 

Tons.       Ton& 
In  importer's  hands : — 

Scotdi,8oft  4,861 

American,  soft 850 

„    '    white 1,069 

6,280 

In  fonndrymens'  and  jobbers'  hands : — 

Scoteh,  soft  8,005 

„      white       1,085 

Axnerican,  soft 1,280 

5,270 

Totel 11,550 

Consumption  of  1875  : — 

White 1,587 

Soft  16,298 

17,880 

On  the  way  from  Scotland  and  England      ••        , ,      5  558 

„  „      the  United  States 8,270 

— — —       8,828 
Stockonhand 11,550 

Total 20,878 

being  greatly  in  excess  of  one  yearns  supply. 
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Tin  plate  haabeen  largely  imporied  by  salmon  nacken  direct,  others 
huve  purchased  largely,  and  very  much  of  it  barely  covering  costs  and 
charges.  The  prospect  for  a  large  requirement  in  1876  is  good,  pac* 
tieularly  &om  salmon  fisheries. 

Steel  of  American  manufacture  has  come  into  favour,  and  it  if 
only  a  matter  of  time  when  the  foreign  manufactured  article  will  xseasa 
to  be  imported.  Large  consumers  of  steel  are  using  American  in  the 
maDufactare  of  axes,  chisels,  scythes,  and  edged  tools  genendly,  and 
hammers  and  sledges. 

One  firm  has  liad  control  of  the  lead  trade  on  the  coast  through 
their  smelting  works ;  it  has  manufactured  shot,  bar,  pig,  sheet,  and  pipe 
lead,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  wants^  and  has  had  a  large  amount  of  pig 
lead  for  shipment  to  New  York  and  England.  The  death  of  the  pro- 
prietor caused  the  works  to  be  temporarily  stopped,  but  they  are  again 
m  active  operation ;  these  smelting  works  do  a  large  business  in  the 
purdase  and  handling  of  '^  rebellious  '*  ores. 

Masutagtubes  op  Cotton,  Wool,  Flax,  Silk,  aitd  Jittb. 

In  maniifactures  of  cotton  the  importations  from  England  are  re- 
duced to  such  a  small  volume  that  it  is  scarcely  worth  w  hile  to  make  a 
report ;  it  would  be  more  interesting  to  dwell  upon  the  articles  which 
used  to  be  imported,  and  the  causes  which  prevent  their  importation 
now.  The  only  article  of  English  productioti  in  this  line  wnich  has* 
withstood  the  tariff  and  competition  is  spool  cotton,  while  nearly  every 
other  article,  including  fine  grades  of  white  cottons,  such  as  Narrissolcs 
and  cambrics  are  being  manufactured  by  eastern  (American)  mills; 
even  English  prints,  which  used  to  be  imported  here  for  the  supply 
of  Mexico  and  the  South  Sea  Islands,  are  being  rapidly  supplanted  oy 
American  prints,  which  are  equally  low  in  price,  and  made  of  better 
cotton ;  the  fact  is,  that  at  present  the  ruling  prices  of  leading  cotton 
goods  are  lower  in  New  York  than  in  jManchester,  and  unless  prices  in 
Jfew  York  go  up,  or  lower  rates  are  asked  in  Eugland,  the  bulk  of  the 
trade  must  in  course  of  time  be  diverted  to  the  United  States.  The 
trade  in  woollen  fabrics  of  British  production  has  gradually  become  of 
very  little  importance;  with  the  exception  of  fabrics  made  of  alpaea 
wool,  the  tanfi;'  has  effectually  driven  English  competition  out  of  the 
market ;  tapestry  carpets  which  used  to  be  imported  in  very  lacge 
quantities  from  England  are  now  almost  entirely  supplied  from  eastern 
manufactories)  and  as  it  is  with  this  article,  so  it  is  with  nearly  every 
other.  Contrary  to  the  industries  mentioned  in  the  preceding  sections, 
manulactures  of  flax  have  maintained  their  supremacy  over  the  prodoc- 
tion  of  all  other  countries,  and  it  may  safely  be  asserted  that  seven- 
eighths  of  the  consumption  of  San  Francisco  in  this  line  is  supplied  by 
English,  ^otoh,  and  Irish  manufacturers.  The  trade,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  very  few  consignments  on  account  of  English  shippers,  is  done 
hf  regtdar  houses  who  send  their  orders  to  their  purchasing  agents ; 
outside  ventures  in  this  description  of  goods  generally  leave  a  h)ss  te 
the  shippers.  English  manufactures  of  silk  are  of  such  insignificant 
importance  for  this  market,  that  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  say  anything 
about  them ;  the^  are  confined  almost  entirely  to  silk  hosiery,  of  wiiii£ 
the  consumption  is  extremely  limited.  For  jute  goods,  grain  and  wool, 
bags^  and  Hessians,  the  year  under  review  has  been  disastrous  to 
shippers  and  importers,  as  well  as  to  consignees ;  the  forjner  have  losit 
laEHiely  by  the  ^reat  depreoiaition  in  the  price  of  the  article,  and  1^ 
la^r  by  the  fiulure  in  business  of  local  merchants  engaged  in  the  bag 
iae/Ae ;  this  state  of  things  has  almost.become  chronic,  and  until  shippem 
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in  Dundee  will  refrain  from  sending  large  quantities  on  their  own 
account,  in  addition  to  wbat  is  ordered  from  here,  no  change  for  the 
better  is  likely  to  ensue.  In  spite  of  the  local  ^Eictoiy,  whose  capacity 
is  equal  to  about  8,000,000  sacks  per  annum,  the  consumption  of  the 
Dundee  fabric  is  very  large  and  constantly  increasing.  In  the  near 
future,  competition  may  be  looked  for  from  some  newly  constructed 
mills  in  Calcutta. 

The  following  return  gi?es  the  duties  in  1875  ou  the  leading  articies 
of  importation : — 

InpoBTATioir,  with  the  Quarterly  Average  Prices. 


Artictei. 


Daties. 


Coftls- 


liTerpool 
WeifcHartier  ... 

Coffee— 
Coeta  Bica 
Jaya      

Cordage,  Manila ..; 

Grain  baffs,  22  \tjZ6  in.. 

Malcliqoon— 
Ale,  Knglish  dnn^t ... 
Porter  „  „ 

Ale,  EngUah  botUed  ... 
Porter  ,,  „ 

Metals- 
Iron,  pig  

„        refined  bar  ... 
„  „       iheet 

Copper  sheathing 

Tin  plates,  IX 

.,  IC 

Steel,  English 

Nayal  Stores- 
Pitch     

Tar        

Boein     

Turpentine,  spirits  of.., 
Okkum 

Anchors 

Chains  and  cablee 
Bloe,  China  No.  1 
Spices— 

Clores    


Nntmegs 
Pepper,  grain  ... 
Spirits- 
Brandy,  Martell*s 
„  Boohelle 
Oin.  London  ... 
Wmskej,  Scotch 
Biun,  Jamaica ... 


Surar— 
China  1 


hNo.  1 
Crashed... 


China,  black,  Istqoalitj 

Japan    

Whies  claret,  cargo 


BltamiAoaf,  75  c  per  ton 


Free       

2^0.  per  lb 

Balk,  20  c  pet-  gallon ... 

Bottled,  86  c.  per  gallon 


6  dol.  80  c.  per  ton     ... 
A  of  1  c.  to  1*86  c.  per  lb. 

i  A  c.  per  lb 

40*50  per  cent 

l^i  c.  per  lb 

2ic.  perlb 

20  per  cent.      


80  c.  per  gallon. 

Free 

21  c.  per  lb 

2|c.'perlb. 

6  c.  per  lb 

10  c.  per  lb 

20  c.  per  lb 

6  c.  per  lb 

2  per  cent,  per  proof  gallon  . 


If  c.  to  6  c.  per  lb. 
6  c         

Free       

4J*c.  per  gallon... 


Ton   .. 
»»     •• 

Lb.    .. 

^ach!!: 

Barrel 

_  »» 
Dosen 

It 

Ton    ... 
Lb.    ... 

&x ::: 
lK.  ::: 

Barrel 

Gafion" 
Bale  of 
60  lbs. 
Lb.    ... 


OaUon 


Lb. 


barrel 


0  60 
0  60 
48    25 


The  most  prominent  feature  in  the  business  transactions  of  the 
year  was  the  suspension  on  the  20th  of  August  of  the  Bank  of 
California,  the  leading  monetary  institution  of  the  coast,  and  whose 
credit  up  to  the  day  of  suspension  was  unimpaired.  Trade  was 
paralyzea,  and  for  a  very  brief  period  there  was  a  general  alarm,  but 
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it  quickly  gave  way  to  an  amount  of  confidence  sufficient  to  prevent 
any  serious  or  long-continued  disturbance  of  business;  the  belief 
became  almost  universal  that  the  commercial  and  stock-dealing  com- 
munities were  in  a  sound  condition,  and  that  mutual  forbearance  was 
only  required  to  enable  the  wheels  of  commerce  and  of  speculation 
to  again  revolve ;  meantime  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  had  undergone  a 
thorough  investigation,  and  it  was  found  that  the  stockholders  would 
be  the  only  sufferers;  a  syndicate  was  formed  to  enable  the  Bank  to 
resume  business,  and  nearly  8,000,000  dol.  were  subscribed  for  the 
purpose,  leaving  it  to  subsequent  consideration  to  determine  how  the 
stockholders  and  the  syndicate  would  arrange  the  permanent  reorgani- 
zation of  the  establishment ;  the  Bank  resumed  business  on  the  2nd 
October,  and  the  happy  effect  of  the  confidence  and  forbearance  was 
shown  by  the  practical  resumption  of  all  business  without  the  announce- 
ment of  a  single  failure.  At  about  the  time  of  the  reopening  of  the 
Bank  of  California  the  new  Bank  of  Nevada  commenced  business  with 
a  capital  of  5,000,000  dol.  The  stock  of  this  bank  is  almost  all  held  by 
four  of  the  wealthiest  mining  men,  and  its  business  is  connected  mainly 
with  mining  interests,  and  fills  a  void  which  would  otherwise  be  felt 
by  the  restricted  operations  of  the  Bank  of  Califomia. 

Money  was  fairly  plentiful  until  the  time  of  the  disaster  referred 
to,  at  1  per  cent,  per  month  on  over-drafbs,  or  on  the  discount  of  good 
commercial  paper ;  for  some  weeks  thereafter  it  was  exceedingly  scarce, 
and  very  high  rates  were  paid,  but  it  has  gone  back  to  the  quoted  rate. 
The  savings  banks  have  been  lending  very  little  money  during  the  past 
four  months,  and  higher  rates  than  formerly  existed  had  to  be  paia  on 
mortgages.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year  money  could  have  been 
got,  on  Ions  loans,  on  the  security  of  good  city  property,  at  7  and 
8  per  cent.,  but  now  it  would  be  difficult  to  borrow  on  such  security  at 
under  9  per  cent.    This  is  not,  however,  likely  to  continue. 

The  rates  of  exchange  on  London  and  New  York  are  given  in  the 
following  table  :— 


January 
Febmaiy 
Karch.. 
April  .. 
May    .. 
June  .. 
July    .. 
August 
Septembor 
October 
November 
December 


Exchange  on 

London, 
60  days'  sight 


Per  dollar. 
s,    d. 


1* 

1 

1 

U 

U 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

u 
u 


Exchange  on 
New  York. 


Percent, 
premiom. 

i 

i 

f 

* 

I 

I 

i 

i 


The  following  information  in  regard  to  the  city  and  country  savings 
banks  will  be  found  interesting : — 
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It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoiog  tables  that  the  number  of  de- 
positon  in  the  city  baiiks  has  increased  considmblj,  but  the  aTen^ 
amount  to  each  depositor  has  fallen  o£f  1 15  dol.  50  c  (&om  1811  Si. 
to  158/.  6s.),  accounted  for  bj  the  disturbance  in  financial  matters 
through  the  suspension  of  the  Bank  of  California.  The  thirty-day 
rule  with  respect  to  the  withdrawal  of  ordinaty  deposits  enabled  all  tiie 
banks  to  respond  to  the  calls  upon  them.  The  country  savings  banks 
shovr  an  increased  number  of  depositors,  but  a  &lling  off  of  §B  dol.  in 
the  average  amount  to  each  depositor. 

The  trade  dollar,  the  coinafi;e  of  which  was  commenced  three  yean 
ago  with  a  view  of  its  takdn^  the  place  of  the  Mexican  dollar  in  China 
and  Japan,  is  growing  in  ravour  in  those  countries,  and  the  demand 
until  recently  has  been  more  than  equal  to  the  Mint  supply,  but  the 
low  rate  of  exchange  in  China  and  Japan  has  sent  them  down  to  4^  par 
cent,  discount.    Mexican  dollars  are  at  5^  per  cent.*  discount. 

Shippihg. 

I  giye  below  a  statement,  showing  the  direct  and  indirect  trade  in 
British  ships  in  1875 : — 
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The  following  table  exhibits  the  toniu^e  of  BritiBh  shipping  aimed 
and  cleared  at  tfis  port  for  the  past  fiye  years: — 


Tw. 

Anifad. 

Oened. 

1871           

1872           ^ 

1878           

1874           

1875           

Tons  register. 

95,676 

^127,617 

216.885 

274,167 

224,289 

Tdus  rtgistar. 
95,860 
112,698 
218^21 
826,962 
868,422 

The  fcillowiag  giyes  the  ships  and  tonnage  of  other  natioBS  airifiDff 
from  and  departing  for  foreiga  ports,  and  exhibits  the  direct  nd 
indirect  tcade  of  eadi  nationalitf : — 


Natlao. 

Number  of  Ships. 

TMslToange. 

nreet. 

Iniiisct. 

Total. 

Dind. 

Indiraci. 

T(NiL 

Unttad  States       

g««ny   -     

Pranoe       ,. 

Costa  Bi«^ 

Busta        - 

Norw»7  SUA  Sweden      

P«ra... 
BavBita      ... 

Itozioaa    ^ 

Hawidta 

Tshitf        ...       „ 

6 

7 

*2 

"i 

1 

4 
1 

279 
17 
« 
2 

"i 

"i 

"i 

'i 
s 

2 

279 
2S 
18 
2 
2 
t 

"i 

6 

s 

4 

s 

8 
S 

I,iii6 
4,0M 

£5 

718 
614 

«a 
i»5* 

840.in 
10,7S6 
1.7tt 
1,8C 

Ik 

MM 
l,4t& 

19 

Clbabb). 


Katiso. 

NmntBr  of  Sbips. 

Total  TUBSffe. 

Dinot. 

ladlisct. 

Total. 

DInct. 

IndinBt. 

•MIL 

ITolted  States 

MO 

MO 

428,784 

4u;m 

•efiMiiy 

6 

16 

90 

1,417 

9.8» 

1UD6 

... 

IS 

U 

7,796 

7,186 

Costa  Bloa 

•.. 

1 

1 

••1 

1,4» 

!,« 

Bqg^          .„         ^.^ 

S 

... 

4 

mi 

881 

marmjvaiSimam      ...      ... 

•.. 

s 

t 

... 

2,688 

2,80 

pwTI:     «. 

1 

2 

S 

6S8 

^188 

1.W4 

■KfUUt        ...         ...         .••         ... 

,  , 

... 

M> 

•M 

*.. 

« 

... 

6 

798 

«.« 

98 

HaSTAiiu 

... 

... 

... 

•» 

•  M 

takM        

9 

... 

9 

soo 

•..       1 

i» 

OokmbU 

1 

2 

S 

S28 

488   ' 

884 

Kioazsgu^.       ...       ^ 

... 

9 

9 

•M 

7,2« 

7,240 

»i*7 

,.. 

1 

1 

... 

981 

921 

The  tonnage  nrhvls  and  deparitares  ifi  the  past  fife  years  are  gi?eii 
in  liie  table  bdow :~ 
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Skip'huilding, — In  San  Franciaoo  and  at  diflbrent  points  on  the 
bay  there  have  been  buflt-^- 


Sbeamen 
Bftrqne 
Brig    .. 
Sehoooeit 
Sloopi.. 


In  other  parte  of  the  State- 


Steamers 
Brig    ,. 
Schoonerg 
Scow  .. 


The  baraue  built  in  this  ci^  b  owned  by  a  British  subject,  and  has 
been  dassed  in  the  Bureau  Veritas  (French  Lloyds)  ten  years  A  1. 
She  is  constructed  of  Oregon  pine,  and  cost  12,000/. 

The  Pacific  Mail  Steam  Ship  Company  has  been  cairying  tiie 
mails  monthly  to  Japan  and  China,  under  a  subsidy  of  500,0(K^  doL 
annually  from  the  TTnited  States  Ghovemment,  and  chartered,  to  pie> 
Tent  competition,  the  two  steam  ships  of  the  China  Trans-Pacifie 
Steam  Ship  Company  (an  English  company),  one  of  which  has  been 
lying  unemployed  in  this  han>our  all  the  jear.  The  charters  have 
now  expired,  and  the  company,  it  is  said,  are  again  going  into  actire 
competition,  their  resources  strengthened  by  the  addition  of  a  fine 
steam  ship  just  completed.  During  the  year  the  Occidental  and 
Oriental  Steam  Ship  Company  have  been  running,  with  three  chartered 
steam  ships  of  the  W  hite  Star  Company,  every  alternate  fortnight  with 
the  Pacific  Mail  Steam  Ship  Company.  The  latter  company  have  now 
got  the  contract  from  the  rTew  South  Wales  and  New  Zealand  GK>yem- 
ments  to  carry  their  mails  eyeiy  four  weeks,  and  the  service  has  com* 
menced ;  but  1  fear  the  company  have  made  a  mistake,  similar  to  that 
of  the  previous  contracting  compaiiy,  in  engaging  to  commence  tlie 
service  before  they  were  in  a  condition  to  be  certain  to  be  able  to  act 
up  to  the  terms  of  the  contract.  In  this  service  two  English  steam 
ships  are  to  be  employed. 

MnriKO. 

At  the  commencement  of  1875  we  had  every  reason  to  look  forward 
to  a  more  than  usually  prosperous  year ;  but  the  scarcity  of  rain  in  the 
spring,  and  what  is  of  more  consequence,  of  snow  in  the  mountains, 
caused  the  supply  of  water  in  the  autumn  months  to  be  insufficient  to 
work  many  of  the  hydraulic  mines ;  in  consequence  of  which  the  yield 
of  our  gold  mines  has  been  fully  2,500,000  dol.  short  of  that  of  1874. 
Every  year  more  hydraulic  mines  are  being  worked,  but  there  is  fre- 
quently great  expense  attending  the  getting  them  into  a  working  con* 
oition;  many  require  long  tunnels  for  drainage  purposes,  and  some 
have  to  bring  water  Jrom  a  long  distauce,  and  to  construct  storage 
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reservoirs  in  the  moantains.  If  the  mine  has  not  its  own  supply  of 
water,  10  c.  an  inch  for  10  or  11  hours  (a  24  hours  miner's  inch  is 
equivalent  to  2,230  cubic  feet  of  wafer)  is  about  the  average  charge, 
wnich  is  a  very  serious  item  of  expenditure,  as  there  is  always  a  good 
deal  of  surface  gravel  to  be  removed,  much  of  which  will  not  pay  for 
the  water  used.  The  calculation  in  regard  to  these  mines  is  always 
made  by  the  yield  of  gold  to  the  inch  of  water  used.  Hydraujic  mining 
is  now  extensively  carried  on  in  the  following  counties: — Amador, 
Butte,  Calvaeras,  El  Dorado,  Nevada,  Placer,  Plumas,  Sierra,  Tuolumne, 
Tuba.  The  surveyor-general's  report  states  the  number  of  mining 
ditches  to  be  673,  and  5,179  miles  in  length.  The  same  report  gives 
the  number  of  quartz  mills  at  290,  and  the  quantity  of  ore  crushed 
827,130  tons.  In  the  county  of  Nevada,  the  great  centre  of  quartz 
mining,  there  is  a  falling  off  from  preceding  years,  but  this  country  is 
rarely  without  some  one  mine  yielding  very  largely.  There  have  been 
no  important  discoveries  during  the  year;  the  new  district  in  Inyo 
county,  alluded  to  in  my  lost  report,  has  not  produced  the  quantity  of 
base  metal  expected  from  it ;  for  a  time  there  was  a  large  gathering  of 
miners  and  speculators  about  the  range  of  mountains  in  which  the  dis- 
covery was  first  made,  but  after  a  few  months  of  prospecting,  the  dis- 
trict was  abandoned  by  most  of  those  who  had  flocked  to  it,  and  at 
present  only  a  few  of  the  more  promising  mines  are  being  worked. 

The  silver  mines  of  the  neighbouring  State  of  Nevada  have  pro- 
duced in  the  past  year  over  40,0&),000  doL,  of  which  amount  one  mine 
(Consolidated  Virginia)  has  contributed  close  upon  17,000,000  dol. 

A  disastrous  fire  in  October  destroyed  the  hoisting  works  of  this 
mine,  and  stopped  for  several  weeks  the  extraction  of  ore.  As  the 
Consolidated  Virginia  is  probably,  at  this  time,  the  most  productive 
mine  in  the  world,  it  may  be  interesting  to  have  an  exhibit  of  some  of 
the  items  from  the  annual  reports  of  the  president  and  superintendent. 

Dollars. 

BeceipU  from  bullion          16,953,771 

Disbursements— 

Superintendent 142,471 

Fire,  wood,  and  timber 286,487 

Reduction 2,198,286 

BuUion  freight 60,388 

Salaries  and  wages           760,698 

Dividends 12,204,000 

During  the  year,  169,307  tons  of  ore  were  extracted  from  the  mine ; 
taken  from  the  1,200, 1,300, 1,400,  and  1,500  feet  levels. 

The  California,  adjoining  the  Consolidated  Virginia  mine,  has  been 
very  thoroughly  prospected  by  cross  cuts  and  drifts  on  the  1,300, 1,400, 
1,500,  and  1,550  feet  levels,  and  bids  fair  to  rival  its  neighbour  in 
richness.  The  prospecting  has  been  done  from  the  Consolidated 
Virginia  mine,  the  shaft  of  the  California  not  yet  having  been  sunk  to 
the  levels  above  mentioned ;  this  shaft  has  three  compartments,  and  is 
988  feet  deep ;  288  feet  have  to  be  sunk  to  reach  the  drift  where  the 
working  will  be  commenced.  The  hoisting  capacity  will  be  2,000  tons 
per  day.  The  superintendent  reports  that  his  efforts  have  been  con- 
fined to  opening  the  mine  as  thoroughly  as  possible  on  all  of  the  levelSy 
and  at  the  same  time  to  take  out  as  little  ore  as  possible,  which  accounts 
for  only  5,123  tons  having  been  extracted. 

Having  given  an  account  of  what  has  been  done,  I  submit  extracts 
from  a  report  of  the  director  of  the  United  States  Mint,  who  has  been 
on  this  coast  at  the  opening  of  the  new  mint  in  this  city  last  year» 
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iogetiier  with  the  report  in  fxiU  of  Professor  Bogers»  as  to  what  maj  be 
expected  from  these  mines  in  the  future. 

"  It  was  a  curious  coincidence  that  about  the  time  the  8pa<^oas  new 
mint  at  San  Erancisco  was  completed,  and  increased  facilities  given  ihe 
Carson  Mint  by  the  duplication  of  its  coining  machinery,  that  the 
Pacific  coast  should  be  surprised  by  the  reported  discovery  of  an  ore 
body  in  the  Cornstock  lode  which  surpassed  in  extent  and  richness  all 
others  that  had  been  previously  met  with.  Since  the  usefulness  of 
those  mints  to  the  country  at  large,  and  more  especially  Califomia  aad 
Nevada,  depended  upon  tlie  supply  of  the  precious  metals  which  thej 
receive  for  manipulation,  it  was  important  to  ascertain  how  far  the 
expectations  of  an  abundant  supply  from  that  source  were  likely  to  be 
leiuized.  Additional  interest  was  given  to  this  discovery  in  consequenoe 
of  the  passing  of  an  Act  of  Congress  looking  to  preparations  for  a 
return  to  specie  payments.  In  view  of  these  facts,  and  being  in 
California  during  the  summer  on  official  business,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
obtain  correct  information  respecting  the  extent  of  the  ore  body,  aad 
its  prospective  yield  of  bullion.  I  accordingly  sought  a  conference 
with  the  managers  of  the  Consolidated  Yirgiuia  and  Califomia  mines, 
in  which  the  discovery  was  represented  to  have  been  made,  and  expUined 
to  them  my  views,  stating  that  the  information  sought  was  deemed 
important  for  the  use  of  the  Government.  The  gentlemen  applied  to 
cheerfully  acquiesced  in  my  wishes,  and  volunteered  every  aid  thej 
could  give  in  promoting  my  object,  offering  to  allow  me  to  select  any- 
one whom  I  thought  proper  to  go  into  the  mines  for  the  purpose  of 
making  full  observations  and  measurements,  and  to  take  specimens 
&om  the  several  drifts,  cross  cuts,  and  winzes,  for  assay,  representing, 
as  nearly  as  could  be  obtained,  an  average  of  the  ore  body.  In  view  of 
this  offer,  I  determined  to  make  a  personal  inspection  of  these  mines, 
and  to  call  to  my  aid  the  services  of  Professor  Eobert  E.  Eogers,  who, 
as  before  stated,  had  been  selected  for  the  important  duty  of  super- 
intending the  equipment  of  the  refinery  in  the  new  mint  at  San 
Francisco.  The  annual  settlement  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  having 
been  completed,  I  visited  Virginia  city,  in  company  with  Professor 
Eogers,  on  the  16th  day  of  Jiuy.  After  spending  a  day  in  examining 
the  topography  of  the  locality,  and  the  general  course  of  the  Cornstock 
lode,  as  exhibited  by  the  workings  along  its  line,  wa  eniiered  the  mines, 
and  on  the  first  day  examined  the  drifts  and  cross  cuts  which  had  been 
made  on  the  1,000, 1,500,  and  1,550  i'eet  levels,  obssrviog  the  course  of 
the  same,  and  making  such  a  collection  of  specimens  as  seemed  to  us  to 
xepiesent  an  average  of  the  character  of  the  ore  body.  Upon  com- 
paring our  views,  it  appeared  that  there  were  some  points  which  needed 
a  further  and  corroborative  inspection,  and  accordingly  the  next  day 
Professor  Eogers  repeated  his  visit  into  the  mines,  settled  the  points 
that  had  been  omitted  on  the  first  day,  and  gathered  a  second  extensive 
collection  of  specimens  for  assay.  Before  we  left  Virginia  city  for  Ssn 
Fraiicisoo,  the  superintendent  of  the  mines  placed  in  our  hands  certified 
surveys,  exhibiting  the  direction,  relative  position,  and  length  of  the 
gpal^ffies,  cross  cuts,  and  winzes  of  the  different  levels.  These  aorvm 
were  taken  to  San  Francisco  for  careful  examination  and  study.  On 
tiie  26th  August,  having  official  business  at  the  Carson  Mint,  I  again 
vimted  the  mines,  repealed  their  inspection,  and  examined  eapecudly 
ihe<«xplorations  which  had  been  made  since  my  previous  visit,  taking 
specimens  from  them  for  assay.  At  my  request,  the  superintendent  <k 
toe  mines  has  furnished  a  statement  showing  the  explorations  and 
developments  made  from  August  26th  (the  date  of  my  laat  visit)  up  to 
the  2nd  instant  (November).    In  the  meantime,  the  assays  of  the 
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specimeDS  taken  hare  been  made  under  the  supervision  of  Professor 
Bogers.  With  the  data  thus  obtained,  we  have  been  able  to  arrive  at 
somewhat  definite  conclusions  as  to  the  probable  yield  of  these  mines. 
These  conclusions  are  embodied  in  a  report  by  Professor  Eogers,  here- 
with submitted,  and  in  which  I  concur.  I  have  referred  to  the  two 
mines  under  one  head,  since,  for  the  purpose  of  our  examination,  it  was 
not  necessary  to  make  any  distinction  between  them. 

"  After  the  works  recently  destroyed  by  fire  shall  have  been  rebuilt 
and  operations  fully  resumed,  the  total  production  of  all  the  mines  on 
the  Cornstock  may  be  safely  estimated  at  not  less  than  50,000,000  dol. 
per  annum,  about  45  per  cent,  of  which  will  be  gold.  In  this  con- 
nection it  is  interesting  to  add,  as  indicating  the  extensive  bullion 
resources  of  our  western  country,  that  a  proauction  nearly  equal  to 
that  estimated  for  the  Cornstack  may  oe  anticipated  from  other 
domestic  sources  during  the  year  1876.  The  favourable  condition  of 
the  precious  metal  mining  industry  is  due  to  the  judicious  expenditure 
of  a  large  amount  of  capital  in  extensive  enterprises  by  men  of  superior 
energy  and  business  qualifications.  Nearly  all  the  mines  on  the 
Cornstock,  as  well  as  the  hydraulic  gravel  mines  in  California,  and  vein 
mines  in  other  localities,  as  a  general  rule,  made  heavy  drafts  on  labour 
and  capital  before  any  returns  on  the  outlay  were  secured.  Notwith- 
standing the  improvements  which  have  been  made  in  mining,  and  in  the 
reduction  of  ores,  the  business  is  one  of  uncertainty  and  fiazard,  and, 
taking  one  year  with  another,  the  expenses  are  no  doubt  equal,  if  they 
do  not  exceed,  the  production.  Many  of  the  present  largest  yielding 
mines  were  originally  discovered  by  the  adventurous  and  dariiig  pro- 
spectors, whu  are  always  advancing  into  unexplored  localities  and 
endure  hardship  and  danger  which  would  soon  discourage  the  boldest, 
were  it  not  that  under  the  liberal  and  fostering  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  discoveries  which  they  make  become  their  own  property, 
subject  to  conditions  looking  to  a  certain  degree  of  exploration  and 
development,  before  complete  title  can  be  acquired.  The  first  capital 
which  follows  these  prospectors  is  generally  sunk,  and  but  a  small 
proportion  of  the  mines  ai*e  continuously  worked,  and  many  totally 
abandoned  after  considerable  expenditures  have  been  made.  These 
facts  show  that  the  policy  pursued  by  the  Government  with  reference 
to  the  precious  metal  mining  interests  has  been  eminently  wise,  and 
should  be  steadily  continued.** 

Beport  of  Professor  Eobert  K  Eogers,  November  15,  1875  : — 

"In  compliance  with  your  request  of  November  1st,  1875,  that  I 
would  furnish  you  with  a  report  of  my  examination  of  the  *  Consolidated 
Virginia  *  and  *  California '  mines  on  Cornstock  lode,  at  Virginia  city, 
Storey  county,  Nevada,  with  my  conclusions  as  to  their  probable  yield 
of  gold  and  silver,  based  upon  their  present  explored  extent,  ana  the 
quality  of  their  ores  as  ascertained  by  assays,  I  would  respectfully  make 
the  following  statement. 

*^  My  explorations  through  these  mines  were  accomplished  daring 
two  prolonged  visits,  made  on  separate  days^  one  in  company  wil£ 
yourself,  and  the  other  under  the  guidance  of  the  superintendent.  TUa 
was  a  work  not  merely  of  a  general  or  a  superficial  character,  but  of 
careful  and  laborious  investigation,  in  which  all  the  galleries  and  cross 
oats  on  the  different  accessible  levels  were  criticaUy  inspected  and 
Bcratinized,  with  reference  to  the  body  of  ore  that  might  be  within  view, 
and  its  appearanee  in  point  of  quality.  Having  an  attendant  who  carried 
bags  for  their  reception,  I  gathered  at  frequent  intervals,  and  labelled 
an  eztenave  ooUeetion  of  mcimens  for  a«say4i. 

"The  following  brirf  deaGiiptign  of  the  position  of  these  minee 
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which  lie  in  the  same  general  line  of  ore  body  that  constitutes  what  is 
commonly  known  as  the  *  Cornstock  lode,'  may  aid  the  mind  in  forming 
a  better  idea  of  their  nature,  and  will  serve  to  explain  the  principlea 
which  have  guided  the  engineers  and  superintendent  in  laying  off  the 
work  for  exploring  their  extent  and  mining  the  ore.  The  surface  of 
the  whole  country  around  Virginia  city  is  rough,  broken,  and  hilly. 
At  this  immediate  locality  there  is  a  long  lofky  range  extension  of  tna 
Washoe  mountains,  at  places  many  hundred  feet  in  eleyation  above  the 
plain,  whose  steep  slope  to  the  valley  below  faces  toward  the  east,  and 
whose  general  trend  is  north  and  south.  About  midway  up  the  slope, 
the  croppings  of  tiie  ore  of  these  and  many  other  mines  of  the  lode  are 
visible.  The  first  excavations  which  were  made  in  the  early  workings 
here  were  upon  these  croppings,  but  in  due  time  it  was  discovered  that 
the  ore  body  dipped  toward  the  east  in  a  measure  parallel  with  the 
surface  of  tiie  mountain  side,  though  having  no  physical  or  geological 
relation  to  that  superficial  outline.  As  a  consequence  of  this  discovery, 
the  present  shaft,  known  as  that  of  the  Consolidated  Virginia  mine,  was 
sunk  at  a  point  down  the  slope  many  hundred  feet  to  the  east  of  its 
outcropping.  It  is  from  this  shaft  that  all  the  ore  from  the  Consoli- 
dated Virginia  and  the  California  mines  has  been  lifted,  until  the 
recent  fire  which  destroyed  the  hoisting  machinery.  The  slope  of  the 
ore  body  of  these  mines  is  from  40°  to  70"  toward  the  east,  and  its  trend 
or  line  of  length,  is  nearly  north  and  south,  or  in  the  direction  of  the 
line  of  the  continuing  mountain-liko  range.  This  being  the  relative 
position  of  the  vertical  shaft  to  the  sloping  body  of  ore,  it  is  evident 
that  no  ore  would  be  looked  for  in  the  descent  until  several  hundred 
feet  had  been  reached.  In  point  of  fact,  1,300  feet  of  rock  were  passed 
through  before  any  horizontal  drifting  was  done  to  intercept  the  ore. 
Ore  of  profitable  richness  having  been  met  with  at  this  level  (the 
1,300  feet  level  as  it  is  called),  the  shaft  was  sunk  to  the  depth  of 
100  feet  more,  and  a  similar  horizontal  drift  run  in  to  test  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  ore.  Finding  that  the  ore  body  on  this,  the  1,400  feet 
level,  was  undiminished  iu  abundance,  and  richer  than  that  on  the 
1,300  feet  level,  the  shaft  was  carried  down  a  second  100  feet  with  a 
view  to  explore  a  1,500  feet  level,  and  finally  under  the  encouragement 
afforded  in  every  successive  foot  of  descent,  a  double  *  winze '  has  been 
put  down  recently  in  the  California  mine  to  a  depth  of  110  feet  below 
the  1,550  feet  level.  The  shafts  have  been  sunk  successfully  to  the 
depths  here  indicated,  the  principle  adopted  for  exploring  and  probing 
the  extent  of  ore  on  each  level,  was  to  run  galleries  and  cross  cuts. 
The  extent  to  which  this  judicious  system  has  been  carried  is  indicated 
by  the  four  certified  maps  of  the  workings  of  these  mines,  accompanying 
the  statement  furnished  to  you  by  James  O.  Fair,  superintendent  or  the 
two  mines. 

"  In  the  brief  narrative  of  the  progressive  development  of  the  mmes 
above  given,  it  is  seen  that  by  this  only  safe  and  satisfactory  mode  of 
testing  the  length,  depth,  and  width  of  the  ore  body,  it  has  been 
rendered  j^ossible  to  block  it  out  in  cubes  of  100  square  feet  each,  the 
metal-beanng  mass,  so  far  as  penetrated  to  view,  and  to  thus  reach  an  ap- 
proximate estimate  of  the  probable  aggregate  ultimate  product  of  gold  and 
silver  from  these  mines.  Since  the  maps  are  constructed  to  a  scale, 
they  exhibit  quite  clearly  the  quantity  of  ore  that  has  been  removed 
from  these  mines  relatively  to  the  amount  that  remains  untouched, 
assuming  that  the  system  of  cross  cuts  which  penetrate  the  ore  body 
give  correct  data  for  such  conclusion. 

''  In  speaking  of  these  mines,  they  have  been  referred  to  here  in 
language  to  both.     The  line  which  divides  them  is  only  a  pr:>perty 
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boundary, tliere  being  twocompanies^but  under  one  management.  The  ore 
is  of  the  same  character,  and  the  east  and  west  walls  identical  for  them 
both.  The  claim  of  the  Consolidated  Virginia  mine  is  710  feet  long, 
and  that  of  the  California  mine  is  600  feet.  The  explored  width  of  the 
ore  mass  on  the  1,500  feet  level  averages  250  feet.  The  west  boundary 
wsdl  is  that  of  the  monntain  rock,  syenite.  The  east  boundary,  which 
can  be  scarcely  termed  a  wall,  is  ferruginous  clay.  The  ore  body  itself 
consists  of  a  semi-crystalline,  somewhat  granular  matrix  of  quartz, 
sometimes  compact,  but  more  commonly  friable  and  easily  worked, 
tax)8sed  and  coated  over  with  whitish  clay  containing  the  precious  metal 
associated  with  several  of  the  base  metals,  and  a  variety  of  other  sub- 
stances. The  nodular  and  rocky  masses  scattered  through  the  lode,  at 
times  of  a  magnitude  to  form  what  is  termed  a  '  horse,'  is  a  potash 
feldspar,  and  named  by  the  miners  porphyry. 

*'  The  following  may  be  stated  as  the  composition  of  the  ore  mass : 
quartz,  the  largest  constituent,  constituting  tne  matrix ;  gold,  metallic ; 
silver,  metallic ;  silver  glance,  or  sulphate  of  silver ;  polybasite  (silver, 
copper,  iron,  zinc,  antimony,  arsenic,  sulphur) ;  stephenite  (silver, 
copper,  iron,  antimony,  sulphur)  ;  blende  (zinc,  sulphur) ;  galena  (silver, 
lead,  sulphur) ;  horn  silver  in  small  amount  (silver  chlorine)  ;  alumina 
(as  clay) ;  carbonate  of  lime ;  sulphate  of  lime. 

'*  In  this  ore  the  gold  is  in  the  metallic  state.  The  silver  is  metallic, 
and  also  as  sulphide  and  chloride,  and  likewise  in  the  complex  and 
mineral  forms  above  named.  The  iron,  copper,  lead,  zinc,  antimony, 
and  arseniC)  are  in  a  condition  of  combination  of  sulphur  as  sulphides 
of  those  metals.  The  silica  and  clay  are  simply  in  mechanical  asso- 
ciation with  the  above.  At  the  works  of  the  mines,  as  well  as  at  the 
miUs,  all  the  ore  delivered  is  sampled  as  fairly  as  possible,  that  the 
averages  m^^  be  obtained  for  assays,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the 
accounts  between  the  mines  and  the  miUs.  with  the  data  in  our 
possession,  and  the  maps  before  us,  1  may  venture  upon  the  folio wine^ 
calculations,  and  estimate  the  total  ultimate  product  of  the  gold  ana 
silver  of  the  ore-body  of  these  two  mines.  On  an  inspection  of  the 
official  surveys,  exhibiting  the  galleries  and  cross  cuts,  it  would  seem 
fair  to  conclude  that,  with  proper  allowances,  the  ore  body  equals  an 
amount,  which  taken  at  the  actual  assays,  would  give  us  the  ultimate 
yield  of  the  two  mines  300,000,000  dol.,  but  to  guard  against  a  chance 
of  over-estimating,  1  take  the  assays  at  one-half  that  ascertained,  which 
will  place  the  production  at  not  less  than  150,000,000  doL  With  a 
view  to  make  due  allowance  for  interruptions  to  the  continuity  of  the 
body  of  ore  which  lies  between  the  1,500  and  1,400  feet  levels,  the 
whole  of  the  ore  contained  between  the  1,400  and  1,300  feet  levels  is 
thrown  in,  and  not  embraced  in  the  estimate.  It  may  also  be  stated 
that  the  very  promising  ore  developments  below  the  1,550  feet  level, 
the  assays  of  which  run  very  high,  have  also  been  omitted  in  the 
calculations." 

The  following  table  ^ves  a  ^ood  deal  of  interesting  information  in 
regard  to  the  leading  mmes  of  J^evada.  Few  of  the  California  mines 
are  on  the  stock  list. 
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The  following  statement  of  the  amount  of  preciona  metals  produced 
in  the  States  and  territories  of  the  United  States,  west  of  the  AGasouri 
riyer,  during  the  past  three  years,  has  been  furnished  bj  the  superin- 
tendent of  Wells  Fargo  and  Company's  Express  Company,  who  has  the 
means  at  his  disposal  for  purposes  of  compilation. 


Stateiand 
Territories. 

OoldDnst 

and 
BaUlon  by 
Express. 

OoldDnst 
and  Bullion 

by  other 
Conyeyance. 

SilTcr 
Bullion  by 

Ores  and 

Base 

Bullion  by 

Freight. 

Total, 
1875. 

Total, 
1874. 

Total, 
1873. 

:::;•:::! 

Dol. 

14,842,010 

196,858 

769,133 

74,517 

1,163,698 

2,235,609 

43,686 

23,500 

2,627,444 

Dol. 

1,484,201 

19,685 

405,913 

7,416 

116,369 

500,000 

4,368 

Dol. 
387,768 
35,283,193 

230,885 

88,000 

764,041 

2,610,266 

Dol. 
1,089,172 
4,978,633 

44,000 

750,000 

4,875,399 

85,563 
1,062,107 

Dol. 

17,753,151 

40,478,869 

1,165,046 

81,982 

1,554,902 

3,573,609 

6,687,494 

109,098 

299,817 

DoL 

20,800,531 

36,452,238 

609,070 

155,535 

1,880,004 

3,439.498 

5,911,278 

26,066 

4,191,405 

Dol. 

18,^\72{1 

81.2-^4,  £00 

1,37*;,3S0 

:^,3» 

3,893,810 

4.30e.SS5 

4,0SJ,365 

47,TSO 

Total 

21,966,455 

2,537,951 

39,364,097 

12,834,904 

76,703,413 

71,965,688 

70.138,845 

Quickdlver.'^The  following  gives  the  yield  of  the  mines  or  the 
districts  from  which  the  supply  has  been  received  during  the  past 
Tear: — 

FbAks. 

Trinity  coanty 1,500 

ColoBa  county 425 

Lake  and  Kapa  oonnties — 

Redington  mine          8,080 

Solphar  Bank  mine 5,215 

Great  Western  mine 3,884 

Manhattan  mine          487 

Buckeye  mine 700 

St.  John's  mine           2,100 

Cloverdale  mine          . .         • .         . .         . .  714 

Phcenix  mine 300 

Qreat  Eastern  mine ..  418 

Other  in  above  counties •         ..  1,000 

NeirAlmaden 18.648 

Newldrla 8,800 

Guadalupe           8|415 

Other  mines  in  vicinity  of  foregoing    .  •         . .  500 
San  Luis  Obispo  county — 

Sunderland 1,500 

Oceanic 2,000 

In  district        2.500 

Elsewhere            . .  500 

ToUl         57,181 

The  foregoing  shows  an  increase  of  30,000  flasks  over  that  of  1874. 
The  New  iimaaen,  New  Idria,  and  Bediogton  mines  have  each  in- 
creased their  production,  and  many  new  mines,  under  the  encourage- 
ment afforded  by  high  prices  for  quicksilver,  have  been  opened,  and 
yielded  their  quota  to  the  general  supply.  The  "  Guadalupe,"  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  New  Almaden,  which  had  been  closed  for  many 
years  has  again  been  worked  with  marked  success,  the  yield  with  one 
small  furnace  amounting  to  3,415  flasks.  The  quicksilver  deposit, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  "  Sulphur  Bank,"  in  Lake  county,  ovmed  by 
the  California  Borax  Company,  is  so  different  to  all  other  cinnabar 
mines  in  this  country,  that  I  think  a  few  items  in  connection  with  it 
will  be  read  with  interest.    It  forms  the  southern  slope  of  a  long  low 
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ridge  or  hill  which  skirts  the  extreme  eastern  end  of  the  south  shore 
of  Clear  Lake.  The  ground  Ijing  between  the  Sulphur  Bank  and 
the  lake  shore  is  nearly  leyel,  and  but  a  few  feet  above  the  water.  At 
a  distance  of  several  nundred  feet  from  the  shore  line,  the  surface 
begins  to  rise  until  the  top  of  the  elevation  is  somethiog  over  100  feet 
above  the  water.  The  rock  composing  the  main  body  of  the  hiU  is  of 
volcanic  origin,  chiefly  basaltic  lava,  but  occurring  in  various  forms,  some 
hardy  heavy,  and  compact,  some  light  and  cellular,  and  much  more  of  it 
more  or  less  decomposed.  The  bank  in  which  cinnabar  has  been  found 
is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  about  one-third  as  much  in 
width.  It  is  without  soil  or  vegetation,  and  its  incrusted  surface  is  like 
that  generally  found  by  the  flow  of  hot  mineral  springs.  Some  portions 
are  rocky,  and  loose  boulders  lie  scattered  here  and  there.  Several  deep 
cuts  have  been  made ;  they  show  a  somewhat  varied  character.  Some 
of  them  expose  a  good  deal  of  rocky  ground,  in  which  the  proportion  of 
valuable  mineral  is  very  trifling.  In  others  there  are  generally  large 
masses  of  boulders  which  are  enclosed  in,  and  surrounded  by  a  soft 
earthy  material.  The  boulders  are  in  various  stages  of  decomposition 
and  disintegration.  Where  hard  and  unaltered  they  appear  worthless ; 
when  considerably  decomposed  they  are  penetrated  oy  seams  which 
carry  cinnabar.  The  surrounding  earthy  mass  generally  shows  streaks, 
seams,  and  lumps  of  cinnabar,  and  again  in  others  the  proportion  of 
boulder  is  less.  The  ground  in  parts  consists  largely  of  a  dark,  moist, 
earthy  material,  a  sort  of  hardened  or  indurated  mud,  compact,  but 
easily  ''  picked  "  down.  The  mass  is  very  moist,  and  the  water  highly 
acid.  In  this  ground  sulphur  abounds,  and  the  cinnabar  occurs  in 
streaks,  seams,  and  bunches,  and  is  almost  always  to  be  found  wherever 
sought  for.  In  places  the  cinnabar  deposit  assumes  the  proportions  of 
an  ore-body.  In  one  part  there  is  a  body  of  rich  ore  ot  cinnabar 
crossing  the  deepest  part  of  the  excavation,  showing  on  both  sides,  and 
having  a  thickness  or  four  or  five  feet.  In  these  cuts  where  sinkings 
have  been  made,  there  are  springs  of  hot  water  issuing,  accompanied 
by  carbonic  acid,  and  a  strong  smell  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  prevails 
in  their  neighbourhood.  From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
dnnabar  is  not  uniformly  distributed.  lu  the  east  end  it  is  richer  and 
more  disposed  to  occur  in  a  massive  form ;  in  the  west  end  it  is  very 
widely  and  finely  distributed,  but  the  ground  does  not  appear  to  be  so 
rich.  Experts  have  estimated  the  quantity  of  ore  in  the  obviously  ore- 
bearing  ground  at  662,000  tons,  and  the  quantity  of  metal  at  1*75  per 
per  cent.  More  than  half  of  the  Quicksilver  has  been  extracted  by 
oirect  treatment  in  furnaces,  and  trie  other  by  the  retorting  of  the 
cinnabar  obtained  by  washing  the  fine  ore  in  rockers,  &c.,  concentrating 
the  valuable  mineral.  Ten  Chinamen  have  washed  about  ten  tons 
daily,  yielding  about  1,500  lbs.  of  cinnabar,  which  being  retorted, 
furnish  8  to  10  tons  of  metal.  The  dirt  thus  washed  is  all  preserved 
for  further  treatment  by  some  more  efficient  process.  The  first  (Knox 
and  Osborne)  furnace  had  a  capacity  on  ordinary  ore  of  24  tons  per 
day,  but  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  sulphur  contained  in  the  ore, 
and  the  time  required  for  its  combustion,  and  further  to  the  large 
amount  of  moisture,  the  daily  duty  was  only  ten  tons.  The  cost  of 
production  is  not  great,  as  the  removal  of  the  ore  is  easily  eflected,  and 
the  sulphur,  by  the  ready  ignition  of  its  vapours,  maintains  the  fire 
with  a  very  limited  quantity  of  fuel.  The  exports  have  been  as 
fc^ows : — 


Digitized  by 


Google 


688  U1(IT£I>  STAUS. 

Fltiks. 

GhiDft 18,190 

Japan 908 

AiHitralia          888 

Mexico 5,757 

South  America 2,U9 

ChiM 865 

.New  Zealand 258 

Other  coantiiai..        ..  451 

Total         28,96a 

The  price  at  the  commencement  of  the  jear  was  1  dol.  55  e.  peiSUiw, 
but  under  the  increased  production  it  rapidly  fell  till  it  reached  65  cl 
in  July ;  after  vhich  it  laliied  to  80  c.  to  85  c,  but  at  the  doee  fell  to 
60  c.  per  lb. 

Borax. — The  entire  product  of  merchantable  borax  produced  on 
this  coast,  being  wholly  from  the  States  of  California  and  Nerada^ 
amounted  last  year  to  about  5,000,000  lbs.  Of  this  quaotilgry 
1,300,000  Iba.  was  the  pxHoduct  of  the  Slate  Bange  District,  San  Ber^ 
nardano  county,  California;  the  balance  coming  nearly  all  from  Ae 
Teel  and  the  Fish  Lake  Marshes,  in  the  State  of  Nevada.  Of  the  Slato 
Bange  production,  1,200,000  lbs.  were  manufactured  by  the  Siddall 
Company ;  while  of  the  quantity  made  in  Nevada,  2,140,000  lbs.  oaaia 
from  Teel's,  and  1,070,000  lbs.  from  the  Fish  Lake  Marsh;  aoa»e 
500,000  lbs.  have  been  turned  out  at  various  other  localities.  Ihe 
agents  of  the  principal  Nevada  companiea  report  shipments  during  the 
year  1875  as  follows : — ^To  Liverpool  and  London,  2,659,^5  lbs. ;  ta 
Mamburgh,  215,799  lbs. ;  to  Bremen^  10,000  lb& ;  to  China  and  Janm^ 
7>900  lbs.;  to  Australia,  1,500 lbs.;  to  Mexico,  1,300 lbs.;  to  New 
Tork,  814,760 lbs.;  to  Phikdelphia,  124,158 lbs.;  besides  1,588,866 Iba. 
sent  east  by  rail,  making  a  total  ctf  5,438,658  lbs.  Adding  to  this 
627,685  lbs.  shipped  by  other  parties,  mostly  by  the  Biddell  CoiwpKBjr 
we  have  6,051,348  lbs*  to  represent  the  entire  exports  for  tiie  yeae. 
The  Biddell  Company,  which  made  600  tons  last^  year,  inll  incraaaa 
their  product  to  1,000  tons  the  present  year ;  the  Nevada  oompanies 
promising  some,  but  not  as  large  a  percentage  of  increase,  both  the 
extent  and  the  richness  of  the  deposits  there  as  well  as  in  Oalifocnie 
appearing  to  have  been  considerably  overrated  by  those  who  fink 
examined  and  reported  upon  them.  While  these  bcnrate  fiidds  cover  a 
broad  area,  the  crude  material  is  much  less  abundant  and  of  lower 
grade  than  was  at  first  supposed,  admonishing  the  owners  of  these 
valuable  salines  to  economy  in  disposing  of  their  contents.  The  mis- 
taken notions  in  regard  to  the  available  quantity  of  these  borates  tiuit 
early  prevailed,  filling  foreign  dealers  with  apprehensions  of  an  inme- 
diate  over-production,  caused  the  rapid  decUne  in  price  that  has  been 

Sing  on  for  the  past  three  years,  during  which  tiiis  commodity  ftB 
)Xdl  28  c  to  6i  c.  per  lb.  Under  a  vigorous  worldnff^  the  sorfiue 
de^sits  of  our  Borate  fields  begin  to  show  signs  of  early  exhaoatioR; 
while  those  of  Soutii  America,  the  only  quurtep  in  which  we  hate 
reason  to  fear  ooropetition,  cannot,  by  reason  of  their  poverty  in  Iha 
borate  of  soda  and  their  inaccessible  position,  be  made  avaikble  a» 
sources  of  large  supply  at  present  prices.  The  Biddell  Company,  haviBg 
filled  a  considerable  contract  at  6|  c.  per  lb»,  decline  to  nrnew  me  sama^ 
or  take  orders  at  6^  c,  thinking  better  terms  may  soon  be  obtaiBsdi. 
This  company  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  having  lately  Milai^gad: 
their  works,  as  well  as  introduced  some  improvements  in  the  methods 
of  manufacturing,  anticipate  an  increased  production  at  a  somewhat 
lessened  pro  rdta  of  cost.    They  have,  furthermore,  the  benefit  of  ddll 
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and  intelligenoe  in  the  field,  and  able  finaneiai  management  at  head- 
onarters.  In  disposing  of  their  product  the  paet  year  this  company 
has  sold  aome  to  Britisn  buyers  here,  and  sent  the  bahmce  to  eastern 
markets.  At  present  they  are  separated  from  the  railroad  terminus  by 
a  space  of  120  miles.  As  the  track  is  advanced,  this  distance  is  being 
diminished,  and  will  next  ^ear  be  reduced  to  80  miles.  This  borax  as 
it  Alters  the  market  contains  95  per  cent,  of  boracic  acid.  Some  small 
portions,  intended  for  special  uses  or  certain  branches  of  the  trade, 
Deinff  fcurther  purified  and  refined  at  the  establishments  here,  and  in 
Oakhnd;  an  extra  price  is  obtained  for  this  commodity,  though  for 
moat  uses  it  is  no  better,  and  for  some  not  so  good  as  the  ordinary 
wrticle  of  commerce. 

Odal, — ^The  coal  mines  of  this  State  situated  on  the  northern  slope 
€i  the  Mount  Diablo  range  of  hills,  in  Contra  Costa,  have  not  proved 
BO  productive  as  in  1874,  the  amount  taken  out  having  fallen  off 
206^55  to  142,808  tons.  The  President  of  the  Company  states  that 
the  mines  are  capable  of  yielding  all  tliey  can  find  a  market  for,  and 
that  the  reason  of  their  not  taking  out  more  was  due  to  the  Pacific 
Mail  Steam  Ship  Company  having  ceased  to  become  purcbaaers,  giving 
preference  to  the  Seattle  (Washmgton  Territory)  coal. 


Aomcuioimx. 

The  returns  from  the  County  Assessor  are  yet  incomplete  fi)r  Ae 
past  year,  but  those  for  1874  give  the  following  information  in  rqpad 
to  the  quantity  of  laud  under  cultivation  and  the  yield  thereof : — 


Pxoduct 

Wheal 
Biriey 

Oali 

ICaist 

Bye 

Buckwheat  .. 

Peas 

BesB 

Cmu 

Potatoes 

Sweet  potatoes 

Onions 

Flax.. 

Hops 

Tlilaoe» 

Cotton 

Pea  ants 

Hay..        .• 


Aeres. 


Produoe. 


1,156,149 

80,248,841  Bnaheli 

490,274 

9,261.940      „ 

65,217 

1,688,160      „ 

•  40,992 

1,449,002      „ 

4,400 

76,731      „ 

559 

15,098      „ 

8,596 

106,628      „ 

6,846 

169,155      „ 

180 

128,400  banela 

25,449 

181,821  tons 

1,281 

4,998    „ 

859 

110,885  baihela 

1,780 

2,239,800  lbs. 

1,125 

1,846,894  „ 

967 

1,248,734  „ 

566 

151,920  „ 

155 

161,200  „ 

586,705 

752,214  tooa 

Mare  than  one-third  of  the  com  (maize)  is  grown  in  Los  AT^g^l^ii 
inty.  The  same  returns  give  the  number  of  cattle  at  L385,877;  of 
afaeep,  M64,711 ;  of  horses,  230,622 ;  of  muka,  22,557 ;  of  asses,  837 ; 
of  Angora  goats,  44,426 ;  of  hogs,  242,819. 

Tl^re  has  been  a  chedc  to  Uie  extension  of  irrknttion  works  by  the 
fcar  of  adverse  legislation,  and  there  are  several  Bills  before  the  Legia- 
ktnre,  now  sitting,  which  may  result  in  some  settled  policy  in  regiard 
to  tfaia  matter,  all  important  aa  it  is  to  the  future  welfare  of  this  Stale. 
By  a  perfect  syatem  milliona  of  acres  of  land  coold  be  rendered  valuable 
torn  agricultural  pnrpoaea^  now  dtiier  devoted  to  pasturage,  or  farmed 
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under  such  uncertainty  of  a  profitable  crop  as  to  make  the  busineas  &r 
from  desirable  for  a  cautious  man  to  enter  into. 

The  following  extourt  in  relation  to  irrigation  is  from  the  report 
of  the  Survejor-General,  and  giyes  brieflj  a  perfect  account  of  the 
position  of  matters  in  connection  therewith : — ''  It  is  estimated  that 
the  permanent  increase  in  population  in  this  State  during  the  present 
year  will  be  over  60,000.    The  majority  of  the  immigranls  are  faumera 
in  search  of  public  lands  available  for  agricultural  purposes.     The 
tendency  of  this  immigration  has  been  towuti  the  soutnem  portion  of 
the  State,  where  the  average  rainfall  is  less  than  in  the  more  northern 
portions.    The  greater  part  of  the  bottom  lands,  naturally  irrigated  bj 
ovei4ow  and  by  percolation  from  the  rivers,  were  either  teken  bj 
Spanish  grants  or  nave  been  secured  by  settlers  under  the  varioua  laws 
for  that  purpose.    The  remaining  lands  of  the  valleys  of  the  southern 
portion  of  the  State  are  equally  good  in  character,  but  unavailable  for 
profitable  agriculture  without  irrigation.     Under  our  laws  enacted  at 
any  early  day  when  mining  was  the  prominent  industry  of  the  State, 
water  rights  were  allowed  to  be  acquired  and  the  water  diverted  from 
the  natural  bed  of  the  stream,  and  this  claim  and  appropriation  has 
been  recognized  as  a  legal  right,  without  regard  to  the  riparian  rights 
of  the  occupants  of  the  land  living  below  the  point  from  which  the 
water  was  diverted.    The  result  of  this  system  is,  that  all  the  available 
waters  of  this  State  are  covered  by  some  kind  of  claim  having  more  or 
leas  legality.    Should  our  present  system  be  continued  and  these  claims 
to  water  be  further  recognized,  in  a  few  years  a  system  will  grow  up 
jUfferent  in  form,  but  practically  in  efiect  similar  te  that  which  prevails 
in  countries  havinc;  laws  of  pnmogeniture  and  entail.    Vast  tracts  of 
our  lands  are  worthless  without  water.    The  settler  may  own  the  lands, 
but  if  the  control  of  the  water  and  the  price  of  its  use  is  in  the  hands 
of  another  man,  who  may  withhold  it  from  him,  or  put  a  price  upon  it 
which  will  leave  him  no  profit  from  cultivation,  he  will  occupy  a 
position  similar  to  that  of  a  tenant  at  will  who  turns  over  his  whole 
produce  to  his  landlord  after  deducting  the  amount  consumed  in  pro- 
ducing it.     I  see  no  remedy  for  this  condition  of  things,  which  is  sure 
te  exist  in  the  near  future.,  unless  by  ])rompt  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Legislature.    I  am  well  aware  that  this  problem  of  irrigation  is  one  of 
sreat  compycations,  involving  as  it  does  rights  abeady  acquired,  the 
disturbing  of  values  already  created,  and  the  adjustment  of  rights  that 
have  not  yet  accrued.    I  would  therefore  only  suggest  that,  so  far  as  I 
have  given  the  subject  a  thought,  it  would  seem  that  the  better  plan 
would  be  for  the  Legislature  to  appoint  a  competent  commission  te 
make  an  examination  of  all  the  streams  of  water  available  for  purposes 
of  irrigation  in  the  valleys,  to  create  irrigation  districte  as  extensive 
and  as  numerous  as  each  stream  will  irrigate,  and  with  power  to  obtain 
water  rights  alreadv  acquired  on  these  streams  by  a  purchase  or  con- 
demnation.   That  the  cost  of  purchase  or  condemnation,  as  well  as  the 
cost  of  extending  the  canals,  be  made  a  lien  upon  the  lands  of  the 
district,  and  that  an  annual  tex  be  assessed  and  levied  on  all  the  land 
within  the  district,  to  refund  the  expenses  thus  incurred ;  and  that  after 
a  district  has  been  created  by  general  enactment,  all  conveyances  within 
the  district  shall  be  deemed  and  held  te  include  such  a  proportion  for 
irrigation  of  the  whole  water  of  the  district  as  the  area  sold  is  to  the 
toiu  area  of  the  district.    I  believe  some  plan  which  involves  these 
principles,  if  enacted  into  a  law,  will  avert  the  evils  whidi  seem  to 
threaten  the  farmers  of  this  Steto  in  connection  with  this  subject.'* 

The  rainffdl  last  season  was  below  the  average,  ike  spring  being 
unusually  dry,  which  prevented  our  having  the  large  crop  looked  for  in 
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the  winter  by  the  promising  circumstances  attending  the  ploughing  and 
sowing  of  the  crops.  The  increase  of  land  under  cultivation  was  from 
10  to  16  per  cent,  in  advance  of  1874,  chiefly  devoted  to  wheat,  which 
brought  up  the  yield  of  that  grain  to  a  point  to  enable  us  to  have  the 
large  quantity  for  export  shown  by  the  tabular  statement  in  another 
part  of  this  report.  In  my  last  annual  report  I  referred  to  the  divisions 
of  several  of  tne  large  ranches  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  into 
reasonable  size  farms.  This  has  been  attended  with  much  success,  and 
a  large  proportion  of  the  new  arrivals  have  settled  there,  where  the 
climate  is  peculiarly  favourable  for  cultivating  profitably  small  tracts, 
but  care  must  be  taken  to  secure  small  farms  with  water  applicable  for 
irrigation.  With  the  settling  up  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  State, 
attention  must  be  turned  to  the  growth  of  things  for  which  the  climate 
and  soil  are  suitable.  It  is  not  alone  sufficient  to  grow  fruit  trees  or 
barley,  or  corn,  or  any  one  article  of  produce ;  but  it  is  too  much  the 
custom  to  farm  in  this  careless  fashion,  and  there  is  a  persistence  in 
growing  wheat,  especially  in  the  central  part  of  the  State,  to  the 
exclusion  of  everytning  else ;  and  a  deterioration  of  the  soil  by  a  non- 
observance  of  a  rotation  system  is  a  necessary  consequence.  A  good 
deal  of  maize  is  grown  in  Los  Angeles  county  and  other  southern 
counties,  and  from  the  fine  crops  raised  the  cultivation  would  be  largely 
extended  if  the  market  for  it  were  not  so  limited. 

Hops, — The  production  is  increasing,  the  crop  the  past  season 
having  reached  5,500  bales  (200  lbs.  each),  and  the  samples,  as  regards 
colour,  picking,  and  curing,  have  been  much  approved  of  by  foreign 
buyers.  The  price  has  been  low,  averaging  only  about  8/.  7*.  per  cwt. 
very  little  more  than  the  cost  of  cultivating  and  preparing  for  market! 
Altnough  the  bulk  of  our  hops  have  been  shipped  to  New  Fork,  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  them  has  ultimately  reached  the  English  market. 

Tobacco. — ^A  good  deal  more  ground  has  been  put  under  cultivation 
with  this  plant,  but  financially  the  growing  of  it  has  not  been  a  success 
consequent  upon  the  difficulty  in  getting  a  market,  and  the  large 
amount  of  capital  involved  thereby.  The  quality  of  the  greater  part  is 
gobd,  and  ultimately  it  will  be  cultivated  extensively,  there  being  a 
very  large  area  of  land  suitable  to  its  growth,  and  the  "  culp  "  process 
of  curing  having  been  found  to  answer  remarkably  well. 

Sumac  could  be  grown  extensively  here  to  advantage,  as  there  is  a 
considerable  demand  for  it  for  tanning  purposes.  The  few  experiments 
made  have  been  successful,  but  as  it  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Surveyor- 
General's  Beport  it  is  evident  its  cultivation  has  hitherto  been  confined 
to  experiments. 

Bamie  has  been  ^wn  in  sufficient  quantities  to  prove  that  it  may 
be  at  some  future  time  a  staple  product  of  the  State.  The  difficulty- 
has  been  to  prepare  its  fibre  for  the  market.  A  machine  was  exhibited 
in  the  Mechanics*  Fair  during  the  summer,  which  it  is  claimed  fulfils 
all  the  requirements,  and  it  certainly  seemed  well  adapted  for  the 
purpose.  1  believe  the  inventor  has  submitted  the  design  to  the  Indian 
Government  who,  some  years  since,  ofiered  a  high  premium  to  any  one 
producing  suitable  machinery. 

Wine. — ^The  manufacture  of  wine  the  last  year  is  estimated  at 
7,000,000  gallons.  The  vintage  is  said  to  be  much  superior  to  that  of 
1874,  particularly  the  red  wines.  It  is  difficult  to  find  a  market  for  the 
inferior  qualities,  and  there  is  a  lar^  stock  on  hand  of  the  three 

Srevious  years.  The  wine  of  the  mission  grape  sells  at  about  2$. 
elivered  on  board  ship  or  at  the  railway  terminus,  and  some  of  the 
higher  cbss  wines  as  high  as  4«.  to  ts.  per  gallon.  In  consequence  of 
the  difficulty  experienced  by  wine  manufacturers  in  effecting  sales  the 
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price  giTen  for  ihe  mission  grape  was  redaoed  from  20  AoL  per  ton  to 
about  an  ayerage  of  17  del.  50  c 

The  phylloxera  has  shown  itself  in  Sonoma  Yalley,  a  large  wine- 
growing district,  but  an  effort  is  being  made  to  prevent  its  spreadiof 
Dj  puUing  up  the  vines  and  applying  remedies  of  yarious  kinds,  a]( 
however,  Doing  more  or  less  experimental.  A  CTeat  many  gmpo^  wen 
made  into  raisins  by  the  Alden  process.  The  rmit  crop  was  a  psrtai 
fidlure,  and  there  was  comparatively  little  over  the  demand  for  it  ^reeo, 
consequently  the  Quantity  cured  was  not  over  one-fourth  of  what  it  was 
in  1874.  The  Alden  process  has  proved  a  success,  and  the  prunes,  figt, 
and  other  fruits  cured  by  it,  have  been  highly  approved  in  the  eut 
Some  mistakes  were  made  as  regards  size  of  packages,  mode  of  pa^in^ 
^tc^  all  of  which  may  be  regarded  as  simply  incidental  to  a  new  tada 
About  5,400,000  oranges  and  620,000  lemons  were  received  last  year 
from  Los  Angeles. 

Sheep  farming  has  now  reached  its  limit  unless  a  different  syrtem 
be  adopted.  Many  of  the  large  ranches  in  good  locations  havo  become 
too  valuable  for  pasturage,  and  it  is  difficult  to  secure  a  large  rou 
Several  bands  of  sheep  have  been  driven  over  to  Cclorado  aiui  I9ew 
Mexico.  In  the  southern  part  of  San  Joaquin  Valley  a  great  deal  oi 
al£Ed£a  (Chili  lucerne)  is  grown,  and  if  advantage  be  taken  of  &voar- 
able  localities  to  add  this  to  the  native  grasses,  the  difficulties  of 
keeping  up  large  flocks  of  sheep  may  be  sot  over.  There  are  few  large 
ranches  wi^out  some  portion  of  the  land  adapted  to  the  coltivation  of 
alialfa,  and  with  the  frequent  droughts  in  Uie  south,  it  is  only  aa 
ordinary  precaution  to  have  a  supply  of  alfal£it  or  ciover4iaj  on  hand. 
The  past  year  many  sheep  were  lost  from  the  necessity  of  driving  them, 
to  mountain  ranges  during  the  autumn  months. 

Factobiss. 

We  have  the  following  fiictories  and  medanical  works  estaUished 
in  this  city : — 
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5  Barrtl  maaolsctorifis 

9p 

215    „ 

5  Bed  spring  mannfiustories 

n 

22    „ 

5  Bedstead  mann&ctories   .. 

n 

110    „ 

2  Bellows  manufactories 

tf 

11  r, 

6  Bedding  manofiietories     .. 

f$ 

«*    » 

e  Billiard-table  mannfactoriee 

9t 

»«    n 

20  Boot  and  shoe  manafiMstoriea 

9 

2,000    „ 

2Bormzwo^ 

» 

110    ^ 

10  Box  mannfiKstories 

1$ 

m  r. 

llBnMsfirandiiea     .. 

n 

278 ; 

iOBraweries 

9$ 

866    I 

n 

174    ^ 

ff 

»T    t 

n 

110 : 

8  CloOiing  mannfactories    . . 

m 

422    , 

120  Cigar  manolactoriea 

u     • 

4,000    „ 

S  Ohemioal  woriB    •• 

•* 

M     s. 

21  GutiagB  and  waggon  msnaftictories  1, 

400 : 

10  Coflfee  and  tpiee  mills 
8  Cordage  and  rope  manafiMtoiiss 

If 

104     n 

XT 

185 : 

SDittUleries 

tf 

100    Z 

2  Dry  docks  (floating) 

n 

w  ; 

1            „          (SIOM).. 

yy 

w  ^ 

8  Flooring  mills- 

n 

ut  . 

18  VMttdries.andinmwiiiBk. 

M 
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b  ¥wx  muiiifActoms . .                   employing 

45 

men  and  women. 

20  Fnrnitiire  maim&eUricft  . . 

ff 

507 

it 

2  Glass  works 

» 

167 

)f 

2  Glass  cutting  ▼orks 

ti 

11 

a 

1  Gas  meter  manufactory    . . 

tt 

4 

it 

8  Glove  mannfactories 

if 

100 

a 

and  women. 

1  Glne  mano&ctory  . . 

)y 

40 

it 

15  Hat  and  cap  manufactories 

yf 

125 

if 

3  Hoee  and  lilting  mAno&ctories 

9» 

27 

i* 

80  Jewelleiy  mannfactories    .. 

it 

828 

f> 

2  Lead  and  shot  works 

i$ 

90 

2  Las*  mannfactories 

14 

8  Maocaroni  manufactories . . 

a 

40 

21  Marble  works 

a 

242 

tt 

6  Mateh  manufactories 

fi 

87 

5  Malt  houses 

if 

35 

a 

1  Oakum  manufitMstoiy 

it 

10 

a 

4  Pickle  and  fruit  pvesairing  works 

r> 

958 

a 

2  Powder  works 

if 

58 

a 

IRoUingmUl 

i« 

800 

a 

2  Silk  manufactories. . 

it 

120 

tt 

and  women. 

1  8aw  manufactoiy   . . 

a 

80 

jt 

10  Saslk,  blinds  and  door  fitctories 

a 

502 

tt 

4  SiWerware  manufactories  . . 

it 

88 

8  Shirt  mannOactories 

99 

145 

a 

and  women. 

18  Slipper  manufactories 

fi 

800 

tt 

17  Soap  mannfiictories 

i* 

162 

tt 

38  Tanneries 

i* 

244 

If 

1  Telegraph  instrument  manufactory 

ft 

40 

r* 

6  Tool  manufactories 

it 

48 

tt 

6  Trunk  and  vaUse  manufactories 

it 

116 

2  Type  foundries 

f) 

58 

f* 

and  women. 

8  Vinegar  manufiBctories     . . 

7t 

68 

1* 

4  Windmill  manufactories  . . 

it 

29 

tf 

2  Wood  and  willow-ware  manufactories 

(   n 

70 

1  Wood  preasrving  works    . . 

#> 

30 

» 

2  Woollen  mills 

it 

900 

it 

aodwionien. 

1  Walch  manufactory 

It 

140 

tt 

chiefly  Chinese 

8  Teast  powder  works 

n 

16 

t» 

Laboub  Mabket. 


There  has  been  bo  appreciable  change  in  the  past  year,  high  class 
labouc  commands  full  prices,  and  all  labour  connected  with  building 
has  been  well  employed  from  the  number  of  buildings,  especially  large 
brick  business  premises  and  superior  dwelling-houses,  erected.  The 
large  hotel  alluded  to  in  my  last  report  as  having  employed  in  its 
buuding  over  1,000  workmen,  was  completed  in  the  su!mmer.  The  ten 
hours'  system  prevails  in  all  departments  of  labour,  except  with  brick- 
layers, stonemasons,  caroenters,  ship-carpenters,  stevedores,  and  riggers. 
We  had  an  addition  of  several  thonsand  Chinamen  in  the  year,  and 
they  have  almost  entirely  supesiedad  white  labour  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
and  cigar  mannfactories. 

I  give  bebw  the  ruling  rates  for  unskilled  and  ordinary  skilled 
kbour:— 

Del.  c       DoL   e. 
BakflO,  111  dass   ..        ••        ..    per  month  50    00  to  60    OOandfoncd 

„      2adelaai „       80    00       40    00       „ 

BarbOB „       50    00       85    00 

BeUkangffS        ••  ••        perdij   2    50         8    00 

Bdimakers         „         2    50         8    50 

Bla^aniths         per  month  50    00       70    OOoidfoimd 

^        carriage       ••        ..  „       55    00       75    00       ,, 

^        helpm         ••        ..  ^       40    00       45    Oa       „ 
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Dol.  c.  Dol.  c 

Boilermakers per  day    3  25  to   3  75 

Bookbinders         „         8  00  4  00 

„         apprentices  . .         . .  per  week    4  00  10  00 

Boot  and  shoe  makers      ..         ..  per  day   2  00  4  50 

Biicklayers           „          4  00  5  00 

Brewers per  month  30  00  50  00  and  foosd 

Bridge   builders   (carpenters  on 

trestle  work) per  day   8  50  4  00 

Brush  and  broom  makers           . .  „         2  25  8  00 

Butchers per  month  35  00  60  00  and  foond 

Butter  makers „        80  00  40  00        „ 

Brick  makers        „        35  00  45  00        „ 

Brick  moulders „        40  00  55  00        „ 

Brickyard  labourers         . .         . .  „        80  00  . .            „ 

Box  makers          per  day   2  50 

Ooal  miners          per  ton    1  00 

Coal  passers          per  month  80  00                   aadfoimd] 

Coolyardmen       „        30  00  40  00        „ 

Confectioners        per  day   2  50  8  50 

Cooks — 

In  ranches        per  month  30  00  ..      and  foimd 

In  hotels            „        40  00  150  00        „ 

In  mines           „        50  00  60  00        „ 

Sawmills          ,,        40  00  50  00        „ 

Coopers per  day    2  50  4  00 

Coppersmiths        ,,         8  00  4  00 

Curriers „          3  00  4  00 

Cabinetmakers „          3  00  4  00 

Carpenters,  house „          3  00  4  00 

,,          ship „          3  50  5  00 

Carriage  painters „         3  00  4  00 

M       builders „         3  00  4  00 

„       trimmers           ..         ..  „         3  50  4  00 

Caulkers „         4  00  4  50 

Canrers ,,         4  00  5  00 

Charcoal  burners „         2  00  2  50 

Cheese  makers pw  month  40  00  60  00  and  found 

Conductors  (on  cars)        ..         ..  per  day    2  50 

Dishwashers        per  month  20  00  30  00  and  foond 

Draymen per  day    2  50  3  00 

Door  and  sash  makers                ..  „         3  00  4  00 

Dyers         per  month  35  00  50  00  and  found 

Engineers per  day   3  00  5  00 

Engrarers „         4  00  5  00 

Edgers  (saw  mills) per  month  40  00  50  00  and  found 

Farm  labourers— 

In  winter           „        26  00  . .            „ 

Or,  in  harvest per  day   2  00  . .            „ 

Or,  if  hired  by  the  year           ..  ..         825  00  400  00        „ 

Filers  (saw  mill) per  month  40  00  50  00        „ 

Firemen  (boat) „        30  00  40  00       „ 

Foundrymen  (labourers)  ..         ..  per  day   2  00  2  50 

Foremen  get  in  evexy  trade  about  1  dol.  to  2  dol.  more  per  day 

than  the  mechanic. 

Frame  makers per  day    2  50  to   4  00 

Gasfitters „         8  00  8  50 

Gardeners per  month  30  00  35  00  and  found 

„      propagators  and  nnrseiymen      „       40  00  65  00       „ 

Grocers' helps  (boys)        ..        ..  per  week  5  00  10  00       „ 

Gilders      ..         ..         ..         ..  per  day   4  00  5  00 

Gunsmiths          „         3  50  4  50 

Glaziers ,,          2  00  3  00 

Harness  makers „         3  00  4  60 

Hod  carriers         „         2  00 

Horse  shoers         „         2  50  3  50 

Hamees  cleaners per  month  30  00  40  00  and  foimd 

Hosaers  in  stable ,,50  00  70  00 
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and  found 


00  S5  00  and  foand 

00  4  50 

00  6  00   ' 

00  75  00  and  foand 


Del.  c  DoL  c. 

Iron  mooldere per  day   8  00  to    4  00 

Jewellers  and  jewellery  polishers  „         8  00  4  00 

I^boorers  (pick  and  shovel)        . .  per  day    2  00 

„                  n          . .         . .  per  month  80  00 

„                  „           in  winter  „        26  00 

Lathers per  day   3  00  4  00 

Locksmiths           „          2  50  4  00 

Lumbermen  (labourers  to  handle 

lomber  around  mills)  . .         . .  per  month  80 

Lithographers       per  day   4 

M&chhiists „          8 

Haehine  planers  (in  saw  mUb)  . .  per  month  50 
Men  and  wires^ 

Onihrms           ^        50  00  65  00        „ 

In  private  families       . .         . .  ,,        45  00  00  00        „ 

In  saw  and  quarts  mills          ..  ,,50  00  70  00        y. 

Marble  cutters per  day    8  00  4  00 

Marble  polishers ,,         2  00  2  50 

Masons „         4  00  5  00 

Milkers  and  dairymen     . .        . .  per  month  80  00  40  00  and  found 

Millers per  day   8  50  5  00 

Millwrights           ,,          4  00  5  00 

Miners per  month  40  00  60  00  and  found 

Moulders,  iron per  day   8  50  4  50 

„        brass „          8  00  4  00 

Kurses       »          1  50  2  50 

Ox  teamsters  (hauling  wood,  &c.)  per  month  40  00  45  00  and  found 

„           in  logging  camps . .  „        45  00  70  00       „ 

Painters,  house per  day   8  00  4  00 

„        shop       „          8  50  5  00 

Paperhangers        „          2  50  8  50 

Pattern  makers „          8  50  4  50 

Picture  frame  makers      ..  „          2  50  4  00 

Pile  drivers          .,          2  50  8  00 

Plasterers „          4  00  5  00 

Plumbers „          4  00  5  00 

Porters per  month  80  00  50  00  and  found 

Printers per  day    8  00  4  50 

Pruners  and  orchardmen. .         . .  per  monUi  80  00  35  00  and  found 

Quarrymen           per  day    2  25  2  50 

Riggers „         4  00  5  00 

Stair  builders        „          8  50  4  00 

Stewards per  month  80  00  45  00  and  found 

Stove  makers        per  day    8  00  8  50 

Stonecutters         ,,          4  00  5  00 

Sawyers,  circular  (in  saw  mills)  •  •  per  month  60  00  75  00  and  found 

„        taa         „        45  00  60  75        „ 

Screw  turners       „        50  00  60  00       „ 

Sheep  shearers per  head    0  06  0  08 

Shepherds per  month  80  00  85  00  and  found 

Shipsmiths per  day   8  50  4  50 

Saddlers „          8  50  4  50 

Sailmakers            ,,         8  00  4  00 

Soapmakers          per  month  80  00  40  00  and  found 

Tanners per  day   2  00  8  00 

Teamsters,  2-hor8e          ..        ••  per  month  80  00  ..      and  found 

„         4to8-hor8e    ..         ..  «,        40  00  60  00        „ 

„         mule „        85  00  45  00        „ 

Tin  roofers           per  day   2  50  8  50 

Triors „          8  00  5  00 

Tinsmiths ,,         8  00  4  00 

Tracklayers          „         2  50 

Trunk  makers „         2  50  8  50 

Tumersywood      .«         ••         ••  n         8  00  4  00 

Upholsterers         ..        ..        ••  „         8  00  5  00 

Vineyard  men per  month  80  00  85  00  and  found 

Waggon  makers  tad  wheelwrights  per  day   8  00  4  00 
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Dol.  c  DoL  c. 

Wsiten per  month  25  00  to  40  §0«iiA  found 

Warehoiuiemen perday   S  00  2  50 

Watchmakers       „          2  50  8  50 

Well  diggers        „          2  50  8  00 

Wood  choppers     ••         ..     per  cord  of  wood   1  50  2  50 
Woodmen  (swampen,  loggers,  cross 

cnt    sawyers,    choppers,   chain- 

tenders) per  month  40  00  45  00  ud  found 

Fekali  OoouPAXioire. 

Dol.  c  DoL   c     • 

Assistants  (light  housework)      . .     per  month  15  00  20  00  and  found 

Chambermaids „        20  00  25  00        « 

Cooks         „        25  00  40  00 

General  hooaework  (cook,  wash, 

andiron)           „        20  00  80  00        „ 

Laundresses          „        25  00  85  00        » 

Knrsegirls           „        15  00  25  00        „ 

Seamstresses         „        20  00  80  00        „ 

Waitresses ,,        20  00  80  00        „ 

Eailboabs. 

In  the  construction  of  railroads  in  this  Scate  there  has  been  no 
great  animation.  A  narrow-gauge  line' has  been  completed  from  ColfaZy 
on  the  Central  Pacific  Eaiiroad,  to  (rrass  Valley,  in  Neyads  eoontyy 
which  will  be  completed  to  Nevada  city  in  a  short  time,  thus  connecting 
by  railroad  with  this  city  one  of  our  most  important  mining  districts. 

Work  is  being  done  on  a  narrow-gauge  line  from  Petaluma,  in 
Sonoma  county,  to  connect  with  the  North  Pacific  Coast  Line  at  some 
point  near  San  Eafael,  in  Marin  county.  The  North  Pacific  narrow- 
gauge  line  is  being  carried  north  from  Tomales.  The  road  from  Loa 
Angeles  to  San  Bernardino  has  been  continued  in  the  past  year  from 
Spadra  to  near  the  latter  city,  a  distance  of  about  30  miles.  In  the 
adjoining  State  of  Nevada  a  narrow-gauge  line  has  been  constracted 
from  the  Palisade  Station^  on  the  Central  Pacific  Line,  to  Eureka,  a 
distance  of  60  miles. 

BsAL  Estate. 

The  real  estate  market  ww  Teiy  active  the  first  half  of  iast  year, 
but  the  panic  in  the  money  market  referred  to  elsewhere  had  a  great 
effect  in  checking  business,  notwithstanding  which  the  number  of  sales 
effected  and  amounts  realized  were  far  in  excess  of  any  previous  year, 
not  omitting  the  great  year  of  inflation,  consequent  upon  the  comple- 
tion of  the  trans-continental  ndiroad,  1869.  The  amount  has  been 
made  to  assume  the  figures  it  does  by  the  number  of  valuable  business 
properties  which  have  changed  hands,  the  purchasers  being  in  most 
mstances  stock  operators,  who  had  realized  largely  during  the  nuning 
excitement  of  1874 

The  value  of  the  sales  in  and  since  1869  are  given  below : — 

£ 

In  1869 5,9^,650 

1870 8,128,050 

1871 2,648,650 

1872 2,625,500 

1878 2,476,750 

1874 4,778,800 

1875 7,177,880 

The  vahie  of  the  land  in  tfae  favoured  parts  of  business  localities 
has  been  advancing  rapidly  for  some  y^ars  past,  and  there  has  been  a 
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steady  advance  in  the  western  addition,  where  most  of  the  large 
dwelliags  have  been  built  of  late.  All,  except  outside  property  (four 
to  five  miles  from  the  City  Hall),  has  more  than  recovered  the  de- 
pression which  existed  from  1870  to  1873,  and  is  now  higher  than  in 
1869.  In  country  lands  there  is  no  important  change  to  note.  Large 
ranches  are  becoming  scarce,  even  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State, 
and  command  from  2  dol.  50  c.  to  6  dol.  an  acre.  Agricultural  lands 
vary  all  the  way,  according  to  soil  and  situation,  from  the  Government 
price  of  1  dol.  25  c.  (5«.)  to  100  dol.  an  acre;  the  latter  an  extreme 
price  for  any  land.  Good  farms,  favourably  located,  can  be  got  for  from 
20  dol.  to  50  dol.  an  acre. 

Mint  Bsnmirs. 

The  coinage  in  the  branch  mint  of  this  city  during  the  past  four 
years  ie  given  in  the  following  table : — 


I>oiibIe«aglM 

Eaifles 

Balfeafles       

Qaaiter  «aglef 

HaIfdolIara(8i)Tei)    

Quarter  doUan  (diTer)        

Dimes  (10  cents)        

Halfdimefl       

DoIlaTB 

Trade  doUara  for  China  and  Japan... 
20-cenk  pieces 


1872. 


DoIlarB. 

16,600,000 

178,000 

202,000 

!»,000 

290,000 

28,250 

19.000 

36,350 


I87S. 


Dollari. 

20,812,000 

120,000 

155,000 

67,000 

116,500 

39.000 

.  46,000 

16,200 

700 

703,000 


1874. 


Dollars. 

HS75,000 

50,000 

35,000 

197,000 
98,000 
24,000 


2,560,000 


1876. 


Dollars. 
24,600,000 

46,000 
29,000 
1,600,000 
170,000 
907,000 


4,487,000 
231,000 


City  'Ftnajkceq. 

Dollars. 
Ponded  debt,  at  6  and  7  per  cent  interest . .  3,630,500 
Ploatin    debt 83,844 

Descbiption  asd  Vaxtjb  of  the  Pbopebtt  Owned  by  the  CoxnfrTT. 

Dolltrs. 

Park  roMrrations           1,500,000 

Public  aqnares 2,000,000 

Pire  department  lots  and  impfovements       . .  400,000 
City  bidls,  countf  jail,  hospita's,  alnshoose,  honse  of 

correction,  indostrial  school  lote  and  impsorements  2,500,000 

Cemeteiy  reservation 130,000 

Sundry  other  lots  reserred  for  public  purposes          • .  150,000 

School  lots  and  improvements ,  2,857,000 

Total  9,087,000 

Dol.        c. 
Gash  in  hands  of  oountj  treasurer  408,183    25 

DoUan. 

Y^kMifMalflBtete  169,957^810 

YalneofpeiaQmaipr^ertgr  9Sfi76fi49 

IMiI 268,582,859 

Ban  of  Tuatton. 

DQl.e. 

CSfy  and  county 1    OO  PerOent 

State         ..        4 0    60i       „ 

•oiri •.        •.        ..     1    60i 

ShduBg  ftmd  in  hud  to  credit  of  the  fimded  debt,  277,087  doL 
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Appobtionmikt  of  Taxes  CoUected  during  tbe  Fiscal  Tear  1874-75. 

Dol.  c. 

State  of  Califumia 1,289,819  08 

General  fond          1,555,01 4  49 

School  fund 891,654  80 

Streetfiind 806,275  49 

Street  light  fond 246,581  53 

Corporation  debt  fimd      ..         ••         ..         ..  45,881  63 
Interest  account— 

San  Franciaco  and  San  Job6  Railroad  bonds  .  •  8,289  57 

Pacific  Railroad  bonds i4,698  83 

Bonds  of  1868-^ 82,944  16 

1867 17,716  67 

Hospital  bonds 12,869  67 

Park  improvement  bonds         21,404  68 

Hontgomeiy  Avenne  bonds      .  •         . .         . .  91,422  88 

Temporary  revenue  bonds        2,888  52 

School  bonds,  1866-7 18,980  99 

„           1870        20,558  94 

„           1872        7,197  18 

„           1874        12,178  86 

House  of  correction  bonds        10,555  08 

Sinking  fund — 

Bonds  of  1855 48,571  47 

„        1858 42,984  15 

„        1867 17,802  47 

„        1863-4 49,824  98 

„        hospital  bonds          ' 12,057  46 

San  Francisco  and  San  Jos^  Railroad  bonds  . .  29,055  58 

School  bonds,  1866-7 21,897  66 

1870        15,760  82 

„            1872        10,847  89 

Total        4,874,062  78 


Pttblic  Schools. 


The  following  is  a  classified  list  of  the  public  schools : — 


Grammar — 

Denman 

Bincon 

Lincoln 

Washington 

Union 

Broadway 

Spring  Valley 

Hayes  Valley 

South  Cosmopolitan 

North  I, 

Valencia  Street 

Eighth  Street 
South  San  Francisco 
Potrero 
Primary — 

South  Cosmopolitan 

Model 

Mission 

Bush  Street 

Stockton  Street 

Lincoln 

Market  Street 

Point  LoboB 


Primarj' — 

Vallejo  Street  (coloured) 

Tehama 

Broadway 

Spring  Valley 

Fourth  Street 

SiWer  Street 

Pine  and  Larkin 

Tyler  and  Jones 

Greenwich  Street 

Hayes  Valley 

Union 

Shotwell  Street 

Pine  Street 

Eighth  Street 

Powell  Street 

Tyler  Street 

San  Bruno 

West  End 

Fairmonnt 

Laguna  Honda 

Noe  and  Temple 

Ocean  House 

Howard  Street  (coloured) 


The  expenses  of  the  department,  including  the  purchase  of  land  and 
election  of  buildings  for  school  purposes  for  the  past  fiye  veanL  with 
[419]  8  A 
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the  peeeeBii^  of  ihe  Mpenaes  of  tiie  departaeat  in  the  toUl  asqaendi- 
ture,  on  account  of  the  city  Gk>Yemment  is  giyen  below . — 


Ezpenaee. 

FtSttltHKffdm 

InI871 

1872 

1878 

1874 

1875 

IPPI 

Pmreott. 

St 

1^ 

DETAiiiaD  Stitanent  of  the  Finances  of  tlw  FoUk  Scfaoofa  Department 

for  the  Yesr. 


DoL  e. 

FiomTuea          891,684  80 

fttirtempportioimiai         288,886  75 

IVA  taxes 76,148  TO 

SaleofoldboUdingt         1,650  90 

'Saloof  sandrioi 90  00 

Imt  of  Bchool  proper^ 100  OO 

Total 787,849  75 

DisBUBamiro. 

DoL  c 

.YorTaachen' salaries 519,188  72 

Jaaitois'        „       88,100  65 

Ceiaas  marshals 1,781  50 

School  text  books 10,098  96 

Stationery  and  school  materials  . ,         ..  20,1^  78 

Fomiture 9,261  72 

Fael,  li£^ts,  and  nater 6,242  00 

Bents                               15.248  00 

Bepairs 51,099  73 

Incidentala 12,552  91 


Total 678,647   SO 

The  value  of  the  bmldings  and  the  property  of  the  Mfaool  depart- 
ment is  estimated  at  2,867,000  doL  The  average  noinber  x>f  pupik 
belonging  to  the  public  schools  in  the  city  during  the  fiacal  yaar  ended 
:)Oth  June,  .1576,  was  22,447,  and  the  cost  far  the  tuitian  of  each 
pupil,  29  dol.  82  c.  The  laverage  ilaily  attendance  of  boys  inas  10,720, 
and  of  girls,  10,294.  The  percentaffe  of  the  average  munber  of  pn|nl8 
belonging  to  the  public  sdiools  on  the  whole  number  of  btrps  ^and  girls 
between  six  and  seventeen  vears  of  age,  is  close  npon  60  per  cent.  In 
the  Cosmopolitan,  and  a  &w  other  of  the  grammar  schaokb(»jG[ermaa 
and  French  are  taught ;  'the  number  of  pupils  atodyiag  Qcnnan  was 
2,851,  and  French. 1^7.  In  the  high  scboola,  where  Gredcand  Latin 
are  taught,  there  were  forty  studying  Greek,  ninety-six  LatiBymnd  forty 
both  Greek  and  Xtftin,  The  school  department  is  contrdkd  by  a 
board  of  educating  oanristing  of  twelve  members  elected  by  the  city 
at  large. 

Btati  Noshal  School. 

^hrs  is  an  inititution  auppor ted  by ^he  State  for  the  ingtrmton  of 
those  "wbo  intend  to  become  *tMr6liCT8  in  ^he  public  sehooif^  wi  w 
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^entering  they  are  required  to  make  a  declaration  of  this  intention. 
Males  are  admitted  at  seventeea,  females  at  sixteen  years  of  age ;  the 
^course  of  instruction  extends  over  two  years,  when  it  is  expected  all 
will  be  able  to  graduate  with  a  first  or  second  class  certificate;  on  entry 
such  an  examination  must  be  passed  as  would  be  required  to  obtain  a 
third  class  certificate ;  there  is,  however,  provided  a  preparatory  class 
for  those  unable  to  qualify,  but  for  this  a  iniition  fee  is  required.  The 
average  attendance  the  past  year  was  284.  The  school  is  situated  at 
San  Jos6,  fifty  miles  from  this  city,  near  the  head  of  the  bay,  and 
the  building  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  State.  The  school  is  governed 
by  seven  trustees,  of  whom  the  Gbvemor  of  the  State  is,  ex  offido, 
president. 

POPULATIO^T. 

We  have  received  a  larger  aoceasion  to  our  population  by  arrivals 
over  depftrturea  in  the  past  year  than  in  any  previous  one  sinee  1840. 

The  arrivals  by  sea  were  107,121 

,,  railroad 74,919 

Total  182,040 

The  draartures  by  sea  were    ' 4j^4 

„  raikoad 80*02 

Total  7^496 

making  a  gain  of  108,544    This  includes  Chinese. 

San  Francisco,  January,  1876. 
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OEEGON. 

Seport  hy  Consul  Booker  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Oregon  for  the 

year  1875. 

AocoBDiKO  to  official  returns  for  1875,  the  total  population  of  the 
State,  exclusive  of  Indians  and  Chinese  is  104,920,  and  the  number  of 
acres  of  land  .under  cultivation  595,630.  The  total  produce  of  the  gold 
mines  is  estimated  at  1,165,04:0  dol.  for  1875,  being  an  increase  of 
556,000  dol.  over  that  of  1874,  and  about  210,000  dol.  less  than  that 
of  1873. 

The  yalue  and  destination  of  the  foreign  sports  is  given  in  the 
following  table : — 

Pollars. 

To  Great  Britain      ..      ' 1,849,400 

British  Columbia  286,600 

Hongkong  41,450 

Anstralia 9,720 

Sandwich  Islands  27,400 

Uragnay 68,740 

Wheat. 

There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  exports  of  wheat  during  the  jear, 
although  the  crop  exceeded  that  of  1874i  bj  about  88,000  tons ;  the 
decrease  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  high  prices  insisted  upon  by  farmers^ 
who  ultimately  had  to  lower  their  pretentions.  The  exports  of  wheat 
and  flour  to  England,  or  to  Cork  for  orders  with  the  option  of  a  (Conti- 
nental port,  amounted  to  1,235,680  centals  of  the  former,  and  to  90,540 
barrels  of  the  latter.     There  were  also  shipped : — 


Wheat. 

Flour. 

To  British  ColumMa 

Sandwich  Islands 

Uniguay         

China 

Centals. 
2,504 
284 

■  • 

Barrels. 
28,678 

1,712 
16,875 

8,218 

There  were  shipped  also  to  this  port  from  Portland  14i9,265  centals 
of  wheat,  and  81,84>3  barrels  of  flour. 

The  following  table  gives  the  shipments  of  wheat,  with  the  destina- 
tion and  the  value  thereof  duriog  the  past  fire  harvest  years  ending  31st 
July  of  each  year. 
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Year. 

United 
Kingdom. 

British 
Colombia. 

Other 
Foreign 
Forts. 

Saa 
Fnundsco. 

Total. 

Value. 

1870-71       

1871-72       

1872-73       

1878-74       

1874-75       

Augoat  1st  to  De- 
cember Ist,  1875 

Centals. 
201,080 
248,108 
609,865 
1,026,444 
1,851,960 

899,806 

CenUls. 

847 

602 

1,868 

4,908 

1,174 

1,880 

Centals. 

m 

288 

Centals. 

86,271 
202,668 

55,494 
860,858 

24,850 

127,365 

Centals. 
288,198 
506,878 
666,722 
1,894,810 
1,877,717 

1,028,501 

Dol. 

471,983 
1,097,001 
1,060,878 
2,788,620 
2,288,787 

1,851,800 

The  market  value  of  wheat  per  cental  is  given  below  for  each  month 
of  the  past  year : — 

Dol.  c.  Dol.  c. 

Janaaiy        1     40  to  1  45 

Febraary 1  87}  1  40 

March           ..         ,'.         ..         ..  1    40  1  50 

April 1     50  1  60 

my I     50  1  55 

Jane 1     50  1  55 

July 1    60  2  00 

AnguBt          1     90  2  10 

September 1    70  1  80 

October        1     75  1  80 

November 1    75  1  774 

December I    75  1  80 

Oats. 

A  smaller  acireage  was  planted  in  1875  than  in  the  preyious  year^ 
averaging  1  dol.  62 J  c.  per  cental.    There  were  shipped : — 

Centals. 

To  San  Francisco        116,884 

Sandwich  Islands 2,313 

Britash  Columbia 1,549 

Total  120,246 

against  shipments  in  1874  of  172,515  centals. 

Bablet. 

Official  returns  state  the  crop  to  have  been  133,265  centals ;  con- 
8umed  within  the  State. 


Flax  Seed. 

The  local  oil   mills  have  consumed  the  greater  part  of  the  seed 
grown. 

Hops. 

Hops  of  excellent  qualitjr  are  grown  in  the  State ;  485  bales  were 
shippea  from  Portland  to  this  port  in  the  year. 


Salkok. 

Owinff  to  the  large  quantity  canned  in  1874,  Oregon  salmon  was 
sent  to  aU  known  markets,  and  sold  at  low  prices,  which  bad  the  effect 
of  increasing  the  consumption,  and  resulted  in  a  large  demand  for  it  in 
1875  at  better  prices.    The  bulk  of  the  exports  went  to  the  United 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


704 


TjyxTa»  nAffxs. 


BSngAnOi  rtk  this  port.  The  arerage  price  was  about  I  dol.  ST  c  per- 
dosea  one  pound  cana  freah^and  7  doL  put  bantl  of  200  Iha.  aamd. 
There  are  now  eighteen  firms  engaged,  or  preparingto  engage,  in  the 
Irasiness  of  canning  salouHi  on  thaColamhaaBiver.  The  foreign  expOTfs 
dvnig  the  jemt  weres-^ 


Ife  Australia 

Saadwich  lalaads 


There  were  shippM^  to  San  Francisco  246,492  casea  freah,  and  10,027 
barrels  salted.  During  the  past  four  seasons  the  prodhuadon  has  been 
as  follows : — 


1872 
1878 
1874 
187i 


Caaei. 


62,250 
120,0d0 
800,000 
258,908 


BlMT0l8> 


la^o 

10,050 
20>)00 
Sl,e86 


Wool. 

The  cUp  was  estimated  at  2,500,000  lbs.,  of  which,  000,000  lbs.  were- 
consumed  oy  local  mills,  and  1,850,000  lbs.  shipped  to  this  port. 

Hinxs. 

Both  wet  and  dry,  not  consumed  in  the  State,  ai^  sent  to  this 
luarket ;  88^20  were  shipped  last  year. 

TUCBU. 

Official  returns  give  a  production  of  98,285,684  feet  (board  measuTe> 
of  timber.    The  foreign  exports  oonaiated  of — 

Feet 

ToAasiralia       51%Q00 

China 960,000 

Sandwich  Islands 180,000 

The  exports,  foreign  and  coastwise,  from  the  Columbia  Biyer,  are- 
«*unaM  at  21,260,000  ftet. 

iBOir. 

The  Oswego  blast  farnace  produced  during  the  year  650  tons,  but 
waablown  oal  some  iAtn»  for  repaira;  1^18  tons  woee  diippad  in  l^e 
year. 

Coal. 

There  were  sent  to  this  market  from  the  Coos  Bay  mines  32,869  tons, 
a  decsease  of  11,988  tons  comppred  with  1674.  The  large  noeinte  of 
a  superior  coal  from  Seattle,  Washington  Terrttofy,  haa  interfeced  wiA 
the  sale  of  that  &om  the  Cooa  Bay  mineai  otherwise  there  would  not 
have  been  a  ialling  off  in  the  supply. 
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The  foreign  imports  for' the  year  comprise : — 
Fbok  £volakd. 


Gotton  goods. 
OoUeiy 

Fruity  ddod 

Gla« 

Croekerj 

IroDy  fnnnnikctnrjB  of 

If      raQcQAd 

n      sboel 

»      pig 
lUUJkvuir  .. 
Musical  instromeiits 
Medicines 
Oil,  linseed 

„   dogfish    .« 
Salt    .. 
Soda  ash 
Wines  and  Bfliite 


Whiting 
WooUen  good* 


Eboh  Cemxjl 
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TTKITED   STATES. 

Fbom  Sahdwiob  Islavds. 


Articles. 


Pnln  .. 
Bioe  .. 
Sugar.. 
HolasBes 
Sundries 


LU. 


Gallons 
Value 


Quantity. 


28,140 

9,893 

160,889 

8,853,552 

10,088 


Value 


Dollan. 


1,470 


Fbom 

- 

Articles. 

Tons     .. 
Gallons 
Dozens  .. 

Quantity. 

Coals 

3,398 

Wines  and  spirits 

}>              ft          ••        •• 

728 
176 

The  valae  of  all  imports  is  given  below  :- 


From  Great  Britain 

British  Columbia. . 
China 
Sandwich  Islands 


Total 


Dollars. 

176,447 
17.080 
87.861 

215,971 

446,849 


Shippiko. 

I  give  below  a  statement  showing  the  direct  and  indirect  trade  at 
Portland  in  British  ships  in  1876 ; — 
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Abbitals  at  and  Departures  from  Astoria. 
Abbivals. 


American  ships  coastwise 
Foreign  ships  oosstwise 
AmericHn  ships  from  foreign  ports 
Foreign  iihips  from  foreign  ports 


Ships. 


Tons. 


15 

7,800 

8 

9.848 

2 

2,256 

1 

1,298 

CUABAKCaS. 


Ships. 

Tons. 

Amsfiesn  ships  eoMhritt       

Ameiiean  ships  ooisMse  to  ftireign  ports    . . 
Foreign  ships  to  foreign  ports 

11 

4 
10 

8,4«0 

5,500 

12,588 

Of  the  above  claarancea  12  ahipe,  measuring  16,848  tons,  went  to  Gh'eat 
Britain. 

Total  entrances  coastwise  and  foreign  at  Portland  and  Astoria, 
Ids  ships,  measuring  1^7,412  tons;  total  pleuwices,  149,032  tons ;  140 
F«8sela  arrived  at  and  departed  from  Coos  Bay  in  die  year  under 
review ;  said  vessels  carriea  from  119  to  725  tons  eaoh,  ail  loaded  with 
coal  or  lumber  for  this  port.  55  vessels  arrived  at  and  departed  from 
Umpqua  Biver  loaded  with  lumber  for  this  port.  The  vessels  chiefly 
sailed  under  a  coasting  licence  and  are  not  compelled  to  dear ;  I  am 
consequently  unable  to  give  the  tonnage. 

Five  vessels  were  built  at  Coos  Bay,  and  two  on  the  (Jropqua  Eiver, 
besides  several  small  vessels  for  river  service. 

Fbeiohts. 

Sates  fluctaated  considerably  during  the  year ;  95«.  per  ton  being 
the  highest  paid,  and  47«.  6d.  the  lowest ;  average  rate  70^. 

Duties. 

The  amount  collected  at  the  Portland  Custom-house  during  the 
fiscal  year  ended  80th  June,  1875,  was  241,275  dol. 

EXOHAITGE. 

Exchange  on  England  is  usually  about  one-eighth  of  1  per  cent 
higher  than  in  San  Francisco.  The  rate  for  60  days'  sight  bank  bills 
has  averaged  48^.  per  dollar. 

San  Francisco,  March  24, 1870. 
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SAVANNAH. 

Eeport  hy  Contul  Elmore  on  the  Trade  and  Oommeree  of  Savtmndk 
for  the  Tear  1875. 

SHiPpnra  ahd  NAYiaATioir. 

A  YBBY  general  depressiou  has  prevailed  in  shipping  interests 
during  the  year  under  review,  and  the  low  rates  obtained  on  lumber,  on 
which  coastwise  shipping  is  mainly  dependent,  has  caused  freights  to 
rule  at  less  than  remunerative  figures.  The  number  of  vesselB  in  port 
was  large  in  the  winter  months  of  1874-75,  and  somewhat  in  excess  of 
requirements,  and  lower  rates  prevailed,  both  for  Britiah  and  all  otber 
shipping. 

This  has  caused  a  great  falling  off  in  arrivals  up  to  this  date,  and 
the  decrease  is  very  marked  in  British  shipping  for  the  present  year,* 
but  it  appears  probable  that  the  arrival  of  British  vessels  for  the 
present  shipping  season  may  not  fall  very  short  of  previous  yeaw^ 
judgiog  from  the  numbers  entered  during  the  last  ten  days,  and  tiie 
reports  that  others  are  on  the  way. 
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mSITWD  BTATIS. 


AGBlCrin.TTrBJLL  PBOBirCB. 

The  cotton  season  of  1874-75  has  not  bean  a  fsfoiirahle  one.  The 
crop  has  proved  much  smaller  than  estimated,  but  prices  did  not 
adrmce  so  ae  to  be  of  much  benefit  to  the  cotton  plantors.  The  crop 
having  been  so  much  over-estimated,  prices  were  kept  low  diuing  the 
greater  part  of  tbe  vear. 

A.t  the  eoaraiencement  of  the  season,  that  is  in  Si^tember,  the  price 
here  wae  15^  e.  per  lb.  for  middling  uplands.  13ie  receipts  for  the  first 
fern  months  were  mueh  larger  than  uauai,  and  before  the  middle  of 
December  had  far  exceeded  woee  of  tbe  previous  year  at  the  same  date ; 
80  much  so,  that  it  was  the  universal  opinioa  that  the  crop  was  jeij 
large,  and  priees  here  fell  to  13^  c.  in  that  mooth.  Soon  after  this 
date  the  supplies  beoame  every  week  less;  but  the  opinioa  was  ao 
strongly  entertained  tiiat  the  crop  was  a  large  one,  that  onlj  veiy 
slowly  iid  the  price  rise  to  the  opening  figures  of  September,  acul  onlf 
eioeedcd  it  by  1  c*  in  April,  falling  gradually  to  13  c.  or  14  c.  in  2uly. 

The  receipts  of  cotton  at  Savannah  during  the  season  reached 
614,512  bales  of  uplands,  and  8,100  bales  of  sea  islands,  making  a  totai 
of  628,612  bales,  against  659,488  bales  received  last  season.  This 
decrease  ia  much  less,  as  compared  with  oilier  porta,  the  great  sfaipputf 
facilities  and  favourable  situation  of  Savannah  having  much  t«  do  wiiS 
this,  and  buyers,  for  this  reason,  can  afford  to  pay  somewhat  higher 
rates  at  this  port,  to  the  benefit  of  the  producers. 

The  following  table  gives  the  receipts  of  cotton  at  Savannah,  tha 
amount  exported,  and  the  stock  remaining  on  hand  at  the  end  of  eadi 
month,  for  the  season  of  1874-75,  that  is,  until  the  commenoenent  of 
S^ptemheT,  1875 : — 


Month. 

Beceiptato. 

Bxpovte. 

ato«k. 

^1874.  September      . . 

October           .. 

November                 •  • 

December 
1879.  Januaiy          .. 

Febraijy 

March 

r.-:    ::    :: 

June    .. 

Jiily 

August 

25,i686 
164,745 
295,688 
410JD6I 
480,708 
547,708 
574,744 
594408 
604,287 
612401 
618,718 
614,^18 

16,788 
88,974 
286,744 
385,880 
388,888 
482,968 
585,980 
586,623 
587,322 
607>08 
617,872 
618,671 

13,177 
74,887 
80,884 

186,800 
86,W7 

180,119 

42,888 

82,872 

11,899 

9,824 

874 

^  The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  bale*  of  eotton  nxporteii 
dnrii^  the  season,  and  to  what  countries,  the  avoMge  WBighl'of  each 
bale  being  450  lbs.  u{iland  cdttDc  — 
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Oountriea. 

Bales. 

Valse. 

Sagkoid 

Pranoe 

Cbrmany 

lodand 

2V«&erland8        

Spain         

Sweden .. 

245,484 

85.670 

82,828 

18,259 

2,105 

2,128 

69,654 

14,627 

1,626 

£. 

8,250,000 
400,000 
420,000 
200^0 

82,000 

1,100,000 

200,000 

20,000 

Total         

420,881 

5,652,000 

The  coast^riee  exports  were  as  follows : — 


Upland. 

Sea  Islands. 

JfewYtik        

Aoalon^ 

Baltimore        

Philadelphia 

Providence 

Charleston 

Qaitmaa 

PortBoyal 

Bales. 

107.740 

89,684 

19,758 

17,016 

5,214 

516 

15 

6 

Bales. 

1340 

1,163 

1,269  . 

S7 

80 

1,447 

0 

5 

Total 

19b,(m 

0,821 

Sea.  IsLAJSTD  Cotton. 

There  u  bat  little  to  be  said  ia  renewing  the  sea  ialaud  market  for 
tke  past  season,  as  there  has  been  but  little  change.  The  crop  report 
skews  &  decrease  of  about  400  bales  firom  tbmt  of  the  previous  year, 
though  the  business  done  in  this  staple  has  been  very  aatiafaciQif , 
mices  being  fair  and  the  quality  yerj  good.  The  principal  cause  of  tbo 
decrease  in  yield,  as  stated  last  yeftr>  is  the  fact  tiuat  Brazil,  Texaa»  and 
the  islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  produce  lower  grades^  with  which  it 
is  impossible  to  compete ;  hence  the  planters  have  to  a  greai^  extent 
ahauaoaed  the  cultiTation  of  lower  qualities.  !Ehey  eannot^  however, 
compete  with  the  finer  grades,  and  there  being  no  substitute  discovered 
for  them,  there  is  always  a  remuneratire  business  to  be  done. 

Adyices  fjDom  the  sea  coast  have  never  beeu  better  than  this  season, 
as  far  as  the  caterpillar  is  concerned,  and  there  ia  every  prospect  of  a 
larger  yield  the  coming  year. 

Below  w31  be  found  the  statement  of  crop  and  exports. 

The  total  sea  island  crop  for  Georgia,  Florida,  and  South  Carolina 
during  the  jpear  amounted  to  18,177  bales,  of  whack  8,100  bales  were 
reoeiyed  at  tenmnah,  while  the  stock  on  hand  rmneieing  over  from  the 
preyious  veer  was,  at  the  beginning  of  tke  eeemi,  JIB  bales.  The 
exports  of  tke^  staple  from  this  port  were  as^fottews? — 

TaQreit  Britain IflU 

tisnoe 4M0 

Cbtitwise  5,821 

the  stock  on  hand  in  iSeptember,  1875,  being  41  Mes. 
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The  receipts,  export,  and  stock  at  this  port  of  all  cottons  have  been 
as  follows,  since  the  3l8t  of  August : — 


KetBeoeiptB. 

Forei^  Exports. 

Stock. 

September 
October 
Koyember 
December 

89,619 
114,998 
115,867 
108,446 

985 
48,116 
92,598 
48,814 

19,657 

64,212 

65,117 

108,465 

TotiJ    .. 

878,980 

290,463 

•  • 

Prices  this  day  are : — 

Cents  per  pound. 

HiddUog 181 

12« 

Low  middling         •.         12i 

Good  ordinary        Ill 

Ordinary 10 

Tn  sea  island  cottons  the  market  is  quiet  and  depressed,  but  as  the 
crop  is  presumed  to  be  short,  the  factors  give  way  very  reluctan^y. 
There  have  been  few  sales  of  fine  grades,  and  pnces  are  this  day  as 
follows : — 

Cents. 

Common        29 

Hediom         80  to  82 

Good 88      84 

Fine  nominal 

Bice. 

The  rice  business  of  the  past  year  has  not  been  quite  so*  large  as  that 
of  tbe  year  previous,  still  it  has  been  yery  satisBsustory  both  to  the  planter 
and  factor.  Prices*  have  been  very  steady,  and  from  December  last  to 
this  date  have  ranged  from  6J  to  7f  c.  per  lb.  for  good  rice.  The 
receipts  have  been  21,700  casks,  or  499,100  bushels,  in  the  rough,  and 
the  exports  have  been  14,116  casks.  The  stock  on  hand  is  only  a  £ew 
hundred  barrels,  which  leaves  about  7,900  casks  for  home  consumption. 
The  crop  the  past  year  was  about  40,000  bushels  short,  thouch  in 
cask  only  771.  This  number  of  bushels  would  in  ordinary  cases  nave 
turned  out  1,700  casks,  and  the  difference  is  made  up  in  tbe  turn  outs 
at  the  mills,  the  rice  being  of  a  better  quality. 
The  exports  have  been  as  follows : — 

Casks, 

To  Liverpool    .  r        . .         4 

New  York 4,481 

Baltimore 6,088 

Philadelphia  878 

Boston       •• 505 

Providence .  •       62 

By  Central  BaU  1,216 

Atlantic  and  Gnlf  «•         ••         ••         ^        ..      966 

Charleston  Bieamen         •        ••      221 

Florida  steamers 181 

Augusta  Bteamen 84 

Darien,  Bronswick,  Ac 41 

ToUl        14,116 
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Pine  Pboducts  ob  Naval  Stobes. 

This  business  which  is  comparatiyelj  new,  being  in  its  second 
season,  has,  like  all  other  branches  of  trade,  felt  the  effects  of  the 
depressed  state  of  business  generallj,  and  values  have  been  lower  than 
ever  before,  and  in  consequence  the  production  of  the  lower  grades  of 
rosin  must  necessarily  be  curtailed,  as  it  will  not  pay  the  producer  at 
present  prices.  Most  of  the  rosin  received  in  this  market  is  virgin,  and 
»fl  eoual  to  any  made  in  either  North  or  South  Carolina.  A  large 
number  of  the  old  boxes  have  been  abandoned,  as  it  would  not  pay  to 
work  them  at  the  present  price  of  common  rosin. 

The  past  season  has  fully  established  Savannah  as  a  naval  store 
market,  and  each  year  the  production  must  increase,  surrounded  as  it 
is  by  virgin  forests  of  untapped  trees,  while  the  best  of  pine  trees  from 
which  the  product  is  macte  in  North  and  South  Carolina  have  been 
nearly  used  up. 

In  a  few  years  the  direct  trade  of  the  continent  of  Europe  will  seek 
this  port  for  their  supplies ;  the  superior  facilities  of  Savannah  over 
either  Charleston  or  Wilmington,  together  with  the  yearly  increase  of 
production,  will  cause  exporters  to  send  their  orders  here,  and  this  has 
been  done  to  a  limited  extent  this  year. 

The  receipts  to  September  Ist  from  the  Ist  of  April,  which  is  the 
beginning  of  the  crop  year>  as  compared  with  the  total  receipts  of  last 
year,  are  nearly  100  per  cent,  greater,  and  there  has  been  a  ready 
market  for  it  at  prices  equal  to  any  of  the  coastwise  ports  for  virgin, 
and  higher  for  the  lower  grades  of  rosin  and  spirits  of  tuirpentine. 

The  market  prices  at  the  present  time  are :  for  strained,  1  dol.  85  c. ; 
E,  1  dol.  45  c. ;  F,  1  dol.  55  c. ;  G,  2  dol. ;  H,  2  dol.  50  c. ;  I,  8  dol. ; 
K,  3  dol.  25  c. ;  M,  4  dol. ;  N  4  dol.  50  c.  per  barrel ;  spirits  of  turpen- 
tine, 27i  c.  to  28  c.  per  gallon. 

The  receipts  for  the  past  year  have  been  as  follows  :— 


By  Central  Railroad 

Atlantic  and  Gnlf  Railroad 

Savannah  and  Charleston  Railroad 

Augusta  steamers  . .         • . 

Florida  steamers. . 

Charleston  steamers 

Flat  boats 

ToUl  


Rosin. 


41,707 


Spirits. 


Barrels. 

Barrels. 

1,837 

484 

88,859 

7,523 

1,815 

988 

2,884 

509 

815 

151 

1,017 

, , 

500 

•• 

9,555 


The  total  exports  were  88,178  barrels  of  rosm  and  9,219  barrels  of 
spirits ;  of  this  88,419  barrels  of  rosin  and  9,219  barrels  of  spirits  were 
shipped  coastwise,  as  follows : — 


[419] 


8  B 
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BoBin. 

Spiiitfl. 

Bamla. 

BHrveta. 

^'^ewYork       

19^80 

2,407 

BalUmore        

6^26 

485 

Philadelphia 

5,082 

4,135 

Boston 

1^6 

2,242 

Charleston 

851 

The  remainder,  4,759  barreb  of  rosin,  being  shipped  to  foreigii  povC^ 
as  follows : — 

BsttbIi. 

ToSpaIn 4,414 

Aiglaad  801 

Cuba 2Ql 

Argentine  Republic 25* 

LuiCBXH. 

It  was  ^nerallj  thought,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  jus^  ended, 
that  we  had  felt  the  full  effects  of  the  September  panic  of  the  pniviou 
year,  and  that  whilst  there  would  not  be  a  quick  reviral  of  bnnneBSy  a 
steady  improvement  would  be  manifested  in  the  trade,  and  before  tbe 
end  of  the  year  a  &irly  profitable  business  would  be  established.  Tlie 
oontrary  has  proved  to  be  the  case,  and  lumber  can  be  bought  io-cbj 
cheaper  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  luid  the  producfcioii  m 
largely  in  expess  of  the  demand.  Foreign  markets  are  so  hea^lj 
stocked  with  lumber  and  timber  that  no  shipments  can  be  made  except 
at  a  loss  to  the  shipper.  The  year  ends  with  a  fair  domestic  demand 
for  lumber,  but  at  such  prices  that  leave  no  profit  to  the  mills. 

The  exports  for  the  year  have  been  as  follows : — 


Gaaetwise 
Foreign 


Hewn  Timber. 


Feet. 
620,676 
^588,865 


Lnmher* 


Feet 
25,476,896 
10,014,899 


Total  eoastwifle 
„    Foreign 


Grand  total 


Fbot. 
^;897,072 
15,579^764 

41,99S,898 


HmBs,  Skiks,  Wool,  aks  Taixows. 

There  is  little  of  interest  to  note  in  the  hide  trade  of  last  year. 
Nearly  the  entire  season,  prices  ruled-  low  on  a  duU  mark^  aal  at 
this  time  quotations  are  at  a  lower  point  than  during  t^epanic.  Deer 
and  other  skins  followed  the  usual  course  of  high  prices  ror  the  wtntac 
months  and  lower  during  the  summer,  other  skins  have  been  bougEt 
with  but  little  regard  to  quality,  and  discrimination  and  care  are  recom- 
mended with  regard  to  future  purchases. 

The  prices  of  wax  and  tallow  have  been  steady. 

At  the  opening  of  the  wool  season  prices  beyond  the  actual  value 
were  paid  in  the  interior,  and  in  many  instances  country  merchants 
failed  to  realize  cost. 

Savannah  offers  an  excellent  market  for  this  class  of  produce;  and 
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^^•Btiet  Skipping  to  this  pmnt  net  more  profit  than  on  BBudk  eourign* 
laents  to  northern  citiee. 

The  receipts  of  the  past  year  haye  been  as  follows :— 

Mis: 

By  Cdntnl  Baiboad 460 

AtlantioandGnlfHailroad 1^0 

Plorida  steamers. .         62 

Augusta  steamers  81 

Wagons 190 

Total         2,198 

Tho  exports  have  been^ 

Kiles. 

9oK«irTotk  1,408 

BUtimore  478 

Boetos ..         ••         844 

Philaddphia 78* 

Total         2^08 

Phosphate,  Phosphate  Book,  ajtd  Fextilizsbs. 

The  past  year  has  been  favourable  to  the  factor,  and  the  sales  are 
estimated  to  have  been  from  25  to  33  per  cent,  larger  than  the  preyions 
year.  The  receipts  at  this  p6rt  have  Taried  but  little  from  the  last 
year;  but  the  interior  stocks  which  were  held  over  were  larffe,  and 
they  having  been  disposed  of,  leave  the  country  comparative^  bare 
(except  with  manafacturers),  and  account  for  the  mcrease  of  sales. 

Although  the  crops  in  some  sections  of  the  State  will  be  very 
short,  owing  to  the  long  ard  severe  drought,  farmers  generally  seem  to 
be  well  satisfied  with  the  fertilizers  used,  and  attribute  the  failures, 
where  they  have  occurred,  to  providential  causes ;  there  is  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  sales  for  the  coming  year  will  be  less  than  the  past 
year.  The  shipments  through  Savannah  for  1875  have  been  as  follows ; 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  steamers  Carrie  and  Lizzie  Baker,  which 
are  estimated,  are  thoroughly  correct  :— 

LhB< 

B^rCantialBailroad 54,404,949 

Atlantic  and  OulfBaillMd  ..       7^22,096 

Jkugosta  ateamesB ]^7M,0(H> 

8av  nnah  and  Charleston  J^ilroad  . «  745,000 

Steamer  Lizzto  Baker       400,000 

„       Oftnie       SH)0,000 

Total  66,787,741 

wUeh  is  eamvalent  to  83.369  tons,  of  2,000  lbs.  to  the  ton  (the  univiarsal 
rate  of  selling),  and  if  the  cost  is  estimated  at  50  doL  per  ton,  whieh  is 
rather  under  thatt  over  the  average  price,  the  planters  will  have  to  pay 
1,668,460  dol.  for  that  quantity  which  passes  through  Sa9%nnah  alone. 
In  addition  to  which  the  receipts  at  Augusta  via  Port  Soyal  and 
Charleston  wiU  be  very  great.  This  will  probably  bring  i^e  expendi- 
ture of  Georgia  fbrfertiBzers  and  manures  up  to  8,600,000  dol.,  which 
means  that  one  balk  of  cotton  out  of  every  seven  produced  will  go  to 
pay  for  fertilizers. 

The  epizootic  horse  disease  prevailed  in  a  comparatively  mild  form 
ttaNNidiont  this  di&triot  during  ttie  month  of  October,  bttt  it  hM^nbw 
cswig  t»  eaiiae  anxiety.    In  the  miUtey  distriot  of  the  Pacific,  CtefleMl 
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Schofield  issued  a  circular  republishing  tbe  recipe,  which  was  used  with 
success  by  the  war  department  in  1873,  and  which  I  give  for  wliat  it 
may  be  worth  as  follows : — 

A  spoonful  of  chlorate  of  potash  (potass©  chlorat)  is  to  be  dissolved 
in  a  pailful  of  water,  of  which  a  fourth  part  is  to  be  given  twice  a-day 
to  each  horse  affected. 

Public  Woeks  and  Peivate  Entebpeizes. 

During  the  past  year  the  Savannah  river  has  been  dredged  bj 
the  United  States  dredging  steamer  Henry  Burden,  the  quantity  of 
material  dredged  amounted  to  217,784  cubic  yards.  Of  this  amount, 
92,292  cubic  yards  were  taken  from  the  shoal  north-east  of  j?ort 
Pulaski,  giving  a  channel  of  14  feet  6  inches  deep  at  mean  low  water, 
with  a  sufficient  width;  19,634  cubic  yards  were  removed  from  the 
shoal,  opposite  the  middle  of  Elba  island,  leaving  a  channel  which 
recent  soundings  showed  to  be  18  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water;  27,103 
cubic  yards  were  taken  from  the  shoal  known  as  the  "  Wrecks,"  at  the 
lower  end  of  Fig  Island,  and  61,054  cubic  yards  from  the  '*  Gkudea 
Bank,*'  opposite  the  city  of  Savannah.  The  channels  at  the  last  two 
named  places  are  18|  to  14^  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water. 

A  large  number  of  sunken  logs  and  part  of  several  cribs  were 
removed  from  the  head  of  the  channel  through  the  line  of  the  Elba 
obstructions.  Two  cribs  were  removed  •  from  the  southern  channel, 
at  the  head  of  Elba  Island,  and  a  portion  of  a  wreck,  supposed  to  have 
been  sunk  during  the  revolutionary  war,  was  removed  trom  the  main 
channel,  opposite  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  Eailroad  wharf. 

The  depth  of  water  at  Savannah  bar,  mean  high  water,  is  26  feet, 
mean  low  water,  19  feet.  The  depth  at  Tybee  Beads  anchorage,  mean 
high  water,  is  38  feet,  mean  low  water,  31  feet. 

The  depth  at  the  wharves,  cotton  presses,  and  over  tbe  wrecks,  at 
spring  tides  is  17  feet,  at  neap  tides,  16  feet. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  shipmasters  to  know  the  facilities  this  port 
presents  for  repairs  at  the  Savannah  graving  dock.  Caisson  Ghite,  of 
Messrs.  Usina  and  Jones,  the  length  of  which  dock  is  345  feet,  breadth 
of  beam,  45  feet,  breadth  of  top,  80  feet,  floating  capacity,  16^. 

Willink's  marine  railway,  270  feet  of  cradle,  and  improved  appliances 
and  diving  apparatus  for  examinations  afloat. 

The  harbour  masters*  fees  of  this  port  are  :  on  square  rigged  vessels 
and  transient  steamers,  per  running  foot  of  length,  over  all  measure- 
ment, 10  c.     Fore  i^nd  aft  schooners  and  steamers,  regularly  trading, 
c. 

Chabges  fob  Pilotage. 

The  distance  from  the  sea  buoy  to  the  Savannah  wharf  is  23  miles, 
and  the  chaises  for  pilotage  are  as  follows : — 

Feet.  Dol.  c 

For  18  102  60 

181        107  51 

19  114  76 

m        119  96 

20  126  28 

20i         186  00 

21  146  00 

Steam  and  othbb  Companies. 

A  line  of  steamers  has  this  year  been  organized  between  this  port 
and  Nassau,  and  two  steamers  at  least  are  to  run  each  way  every 
month. 
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Nassau  has  long  been  most  favourably  known  as  a  place  of  winter 
resort,  not  only  lor  invalids,  who  rarefy  fail  to  improve  under  a 
dimate  where  the  temperature  rarely  falls  below  64^  Farenheit,  nor 
rises  above  S'i"",  but  also  with  tourists,  to  whom  the  varied  scenery  of 
New  Providence,  and  the  surrounding  islands,  are  a  source  of  constant 
enjopnent.  Heretofore,  the  long  sea  voyage,  and  the  infrequent  com- 
munication, have  been  a  barrier  to  visitors,  but  the  new  line  does 
away  with  these  disadvantages. 

By  the  establishment  of  the  new  service,  as  above  stated,  the 
steamers  will  make  four  trips  during  November  and  December,  alter- 
nately between  New  York  and  Savannah,  and  after  January  Ist  the 
departures  will  be  every  ten  days  direct  from  Savannah. 

Fassen^rs  are  landed  on  the  dock  at  Nassau  directly  from  the 
steamers,  thus  avoiding  the  disagreeable  transfer  formerly  made  outside 
the  harbour. 

Excursion  tickets  are  issued,  available  from  prominent  points  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  by  rail  to  Savannah,  or  steamer  from  New 
York  to  Savannah,  and  thence  direct  to  Nassau  and  return;  these 
tickets  will  also  allow  the  purchaser  to  visit  Florida. 

Messrs.  Hunter  and  Gammell  have  been  appointed  agents  at 
Savannah,  and  will  furnish  information  to  those  who  desire  it. 

The  line  will  be  principally  supported  by  passenger  traffic,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  a  stimulus  will  be  given  to  the  tourist  travel  in 
this  direction.  The  passage  from  Savaunah  to  Nassau  will  be  80  dol. 
itk  gold,  from  Savannah  to  Nassau  and  return  45  dol. 

The  Atlantic  Paper  Company  continues  to  turn  out  *'  straw  wrap- 
ping," "Bogus,"  "Manila,"  and  "News."  The  duU  state  of  trade 
generally  influences  its  business,  as  it  does  all  other  manufacturing 
enterprises ;  but  with  more  prosperous  times  it  should  prove  a  success, 
both  to  the  stockholders  and  to  the  city. 

The  Tvbee  Telegraph  Company,  as  its  existence  becomes  more 
generally  known,  is  more  patronised  by  ships  coming  to  Tybec  for 
orders,  which  would  otherwise  call  at  Norfolk  or  Key  West. 

The  United  States  signal  service  has  a  station  in  the  building  at 
Tybee  with  i^l  necessary  appliances,  and  regular  warnings  are  given  to 
shipping  of  approaching  gales. 

FlKAKCIAL  EeVIEW. 

Although  there  has  been  no  general  financial  panic  this  year,  yet 
the  number  of  failures  throughout  the  country  has  been  greater  than 
ever  before,  and  the  prospect  at  this  moment  is  not  a  subject  for 
congratulation. 

From  all  the  great  centres  of  trade,  week  after  week,  the  failures  of 
banks  and  commercial  houses  were  reported.  New  York,  Boston, 
Philadelphia,  Cincinnati,  and  St.  Louis  ail  contribute  their  share,  and 
the  list  Kom  Savilnnah  numbers  some  score  of  well-known  houses. 

When  we  consider  the  vast  decrease  in  the  value  of  ever^  descrip- 
tion of  property  in  real  estate,  railroad  securities.  State  and  city  bonds, 
in  mills  of  all  Kinds,  in  the  dividends  and  incomes  derived  from  these 
and  other  sources,  we  can  readdy  see  that  the  capitalists  all  over  the 
country  must  place  large  sums  to  the  debit  side  of  their  profit  and  loss 
account.  On  all  sides  the  question  is  asked  how  long  is  this  state  of 
affiurs  to  last  ?  and  is  there  no  immediate  remedy  ? 

The  stagnation  of  trade  and  the  want  of  confidence  is  general 
throughout  the  land,  and  this  state  of  afE»irs  will  probably  continue  to 
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esdat  until  mcde  payment  is  retained.  Ab  long  as  we  haye  tiie  pBeamt 
natiooal  basking  Bystem,  and  a  paper  currency,  all  yaloaa  most  renMin^ 
uooertjun,  and  a  high  premium  ia  offered  for  specuiaticm  and  illegirinMite 
buaineaa  tranaactiQna.  Men  who  would  otherwise  be  untirini^y  eBor* 
getic  in  developing  regular  and  safe  trade  are  giTine  all  their  time  «■€ 
tal^s  to  Yenturea  that  are  in  many  instances  as  doiu>tfhl  as  the  east  a£ 
tiie  dice,  and  in  man^  cases  the  best  ability  in  the  eonntfy  k  uaed  to 
iurther  schemes  so  wild  that  in  the  end  financial  ruin  follows,  and  oQaen 
not  oidy  credit  but  honour  is  lost  Thus  it  is  that  confidence  he/bmeea 
man  and  man  is  lost,  and  many  merchants  prefer  to  do  little  o^  no  boai^ 
neM  rather  than  giro  credit  to  their  neighbours  and  correapoiidfiBta.. 

Sarannah,  December  81, 1871^. 
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GBOBGIA. 

Beport  hv  Chtaular  AgetU  Drury  on  the  Trade  and  Chmmeree  of  Qoorgia 
Jor  the  Year  1875. 

Tex  panic  in  oar  lumber  business  bas  caused  a  decrease  in  our 
trade  of  rally  one  balf  from  last  year,  but  tbis  trade  bas  been  in  a  sad 
state  ibrougnout  tbe  United  States  and  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  bas 
not  been  ccmfined  to  our  port. 

Our  foreign  shipments  in  British  vessels  for  tbe  year  bave  been 
8,000,000  feet  of  lumber,  wbile  the  coastwise  exports  amounted  to 
22,000,000  feet,  and  naval  stores  25,000  barrels. 

The  latter  business  will  increase  very  fast,  and  next  year  shipments 
will  commence  to  Europe  when  we  get  the  lower  grades  of  Tosin  fit  for 
the  market.  Eernandina,  the  port  below  us,  is  now  shipping  a  cargo 
direct  to  Europe  every  month. 

Since  my  last  report,  we  have  had  established  a  weekly  steam  line  to 
New  York,  and  up  to  this  time  1,000  bales  of  cotton  have  been  shipped. 
Tbe  Macon  and  Brunswick  railroad  have  also  started  a  through  line 
from  Atlanta  to  Jacksonville,  leaving  and  arriving  bore  daily,  ^ich  it 
is  hoped  will  take  much  of  the  large  Florida  travel  from  the  north. 

liiere  has  been  much  northern  capital  invested  here  this  year  in 
city  lots,  and  arrangements  are  now  being  made  to  build  a  large  first 
class  hotel,  which  will  do  much  to  develop  the  general  business  of 
tbe  port* 

There  is  a  company  here  fcom  the  north  who  have  come  with  all 
their  boats,  ^.,  and  entered  into  the  oyster  business,  and  are  now 
shipping  largely  to  the  interior ;  and  from  their  report  I  feel  satisfied 
that  this  will  increase  to  be  a  very  large  trade,  and  lead  to  shipments  to 
Europe.  The  oysters  are  of  fine  quality  and  in  large  quantities,  and 
only  fequire  cultivation  to  equal  any  on  the  coaat. 

ThetBnmswidc  and  Albany  railroad  is  now  completed  to  Albany, 
and  when  the  sixty-two  miles,  which  is  all  graded,  is  finished  to  Eufaula, 
Alabum,  we  starike  the  great  cotton  centre  of  the  south  with  all  of 
tbe  branch  noada,  and  can  compete  for  cotton  with  any  soutiiem  port. 

Brunswick,  January  18, 1S76. 
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URUGUAY. 

COLONIA. 

Report  hy  Vtce- Consul  Wilson  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Colonia 
for  the  Tear  1875. 

The  year  now  terminated  has  been  a  prosperous  odo  for  the  rural 
district,  even  taking  into  consideration  the  losses  caused  by  the  civil 
war  now  terminated ;  plenty  of  rain  and  consequent  abundance  of 
^^ss  have  produced  considerable  increase  in  the  flocks  and  herds, 
reaching  in  most  cases  to  from  40  to  50  per  cent,  on  the  capital  of 
sheep  existing  at  the  commencemet  of  the  year. 

Homed  (httle,  in  splendid  condition  and  a  more  than  average  sale 
for  slaughter  at  from  12  dol.  to  14  dol.  each  for  bullocks  of  three  years' 
growth,  and  10  dol.  for  cows. 

Sheep  for  Market  according  to  growth  of  wool  have  been  sold  at 
from  15  rials  and  22  rials  each,  and  K>r  breeding  puposes,  at  12  rials  to 
14  rials  each. 

Woolf  in  consequence  of  the  prime  condition  of  the  flocks,  is 
generally  of  greater  weight  in  the  grease  than  last  year,  and  from 
88  rials  to  35  rials  have  been  paid  per  arroba  of  25  lbs.  in  bags. 

Dry  Hides  are  depressed,  and  sell  at  50  rials  per  40  lbs. 

Business  in  the  towns  has  been  paralyzed  in  consequence  of  the  civil 
war,  and  the  suspension  by  the  Government  of  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  local  debt,  and  the  emission  of  forced  paper  currency, 
which  has  not  circulated  in  the  country  districts  unless  for  the  payment 
of  taxes,  but  has  created  a  want  of  confidence. 

The  grain  produced  this  year  is  said  to  be  of  superior  quality,  and 
much  larger  quantity  than  former  years ;  wheat  is  worth  4  dol.  per 
fanega,  equal  to  225  lbs.;  the  Government  has  declared  corn  free  of 
export  duties  during  this  year.  Locusts  have  visited  this  vicinity,  but 
not  in  sufficient  numbers  to  cause  damages  of  consideration ;  their 
former  visit  was  in  1852. 

The  civil  war  now  terminated  has  been  the  cause  of  large  numbers 
of  horses,  cattle,  and  sheep  being;  taken  by  the  contending  forces  without 
givine  any  compensation ;  for  horses  no  vouchers  have  been  granted, 
and  lor  homed  cattle  and  sheep,  where  receipts  have  been  given  in 
most  cases  by  officers  in  command  of  Government  forces,  the  recovery 
of  the  amount  is  difficult  on  account  of  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the 
finances  of  this  country. 

Direct  taxation  has  been  increased  50  per  cent,  for  the  coming 
year. 

Colonia,  December  81, 1875. 
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MONTE   VIDEO. 

Beporf  hy  Consul  JSfunro  on  ibe  Trade  and  Ckmmerce  of  Mmte  Video 
for  the  Tear  1876. 

The  commercial  sitoatioii  in  Monte  Video  can  hardly  be  expected 
to  have  improved  in  1875,  the  year  commencing  with  revolutiion,  ike 
in-coming  Government  having  to  deal  a  deficit  of  about  8,000,000  doL, 
and  in  order  to  command  resources,  suspending  the  service  of  about 
24,000,000  of  8tate  debts,  thus  removing  a  large  amount  of  money  from 
the  market,  and  occasioning  sad  distress  to  those  depending  for  dieir 
mipport  entirety  upon  the  produce  of  their  investoents  in  the  guaranteed 
public  debt. 

1875  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  be  recorded  as  the  worst  year  <C 
financial  embarrassments  and  commercial  depression  that  the  republic 
of  Uruguay  will  ever  have  passed  through,  and  that  now  that  the 
country  has  once  more  returned  to  internal  peace,  the  oppressive 
uncertainty  and  insecurity  that  have  of  late  years  clogged  the  action  of 
legitimate  commerce  may  be  removed. 

A  chronic  state  of  civil  war  with  very  short  intervals  of  repose,  sudi 
iu  has  afiected  this  republic  for  the  last  ten  years,  must  disorganise  the 
firmest  commercial  business,  and  although  in  speculative  trsnoftctionB  it 
has  produced  prodigious  gains,  with  the  long  estabHahed  and  steady 
British  houses  of  business,  from  the  recent Iv  great  diminution  ^ 
demand,  and  the  destruction  of  credit,  it  has  had  a  very  injurious  efhtL 
The  civil  wars,  however,  in  my  opinion,  have  not  injured  the  old  com«> 
merdal  houses  nearly  so  much  as  has  the  over-trading  from  Europe  that 
luH  been  practised  on  the  Biver  Plate  for  the  last  ten  jean ;  it  Iub 
been  increasing  both  at  Buenos  Ayres  and  Monte  Video,  and  those 
-places  ore  now  suffering  severely  from  its  results. 

IlCPOBTATIOK  AKB  £zP0BTA1!I0V« 

Owing  to  an  accumulation  of  unsaleable  stock  in  mercfaante'  stores,, 
the  OTden  to  come  to  hand  in  1876  were  grealdy  reduced,  and  Hkon^ 
I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  anf  reliable  account  of  ike  impo|rts 
djurine  the  past  year,  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  decx^ase  Moig 
«onaiaerable,  which  is,  moreover,  shown  by  the  diminiriied  tetum  tif 
the  custom-house  revenue. 

It  has  not  been  the  same  with  the  exportation,  irinch  has  l>een 
equal  to  the  exports  of  previous  years,  and  which,  had  not  the  hvdly- 
treated  cattle  and  sheep  farmsrs  been  much  prejudiced  by  the  operadon 
of  the  civil  war,  would  have  been  much  moie,  the  year  1875  having 
been  an  exceptionally  good  one  for  the  growers  of  lul  camp  produce, 
both  as  rdates  to  increase  and  ^ualitv. 

The  cereal  crops  have  also  yielded  an  unusually  heavy  return.  The 
price  of  wheat  is  now  at  21.  per  quarter.  Potatoes  and  vegetables 
generally  have  likewise  proved  abundant,  and  as  if  in  some  measure  to 
counterbalance  the  deplorable  state  of  the  pecuniary  affiurs  of  the 
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countr^r,  the  earth  has  this  year  brought  forth  her  increase  with  extreme 
liberahfy. 

A  new  item  of  exportation  hae  made  a  considerable  figure  in  the  list 
of  exports  in  1875,  namelj,  that  of  preserved  meat,  of  whieh  upwards 
of  86,000  oases  have  been  shipped. 

This  is  qnite  a  distinct  article  of  shipment  from  the  Inebig's  ex- 
tmetnm  camis,  the  preparation  and  export  of  which  contiauee  in 
increased  quantity,  but  unfortunately  there  are  no  published  returns. 

Erom  the  data  that  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  I  have  fixed  the 
value  of  the  exportation  of  the  republic  in  1876  at  17,000,000  dol.,  or 
about  8,017,021/.,  but  I  have  seen  a  statement  estimating  it  at 
20,000,000  dol.,  a  figure  never  before  reached,  but  which  I  can  quite 
believe  if  all  the  minor  articles  reported  be  included. 

CirsTOHS  BxTsinnE. 

The  custom-house  receipts  for  1875  show  a  decrease  on  those  of  the 
two  previous  years,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  comparative 
return: — 

CusT0M-B0i»£  Beceipts. 

jJollara. 

In  1873 6,478,210 

1874 5,664,011 

1871 4,85e,898 

A  fourth  additiooal  is  computed  as  collected  nt  the  river  ports  and 
inland  custom-bouses,  which  would  make  the  total  customs  revenue  in 
the  republic  amount  to  5,449,247  dol.,  or  about  1,157,500/. 

The  diminution  in  the  custom-house  receipts,  though  less  goods  may 
come  in,  vrill  be  made  up  by  the  great  increase  of  taxation  under  the 
new  laws  to  come  into  K>rce  in  1876,  which,  professedly  based  upon  the 
principle  of  fostering  natiye  industries  and  inducing  manufactures  in 
the  couniary,  have  imposed  an  additional  10  to  20  per  cent,  upon  im- 
ported manufactured  articles  previously  paying  enormous  duties,  as 
also  by  heavy  additions  to  the  property  and  stamp  taxes  in  all  their 
varieties,  from  which  a  large  increase  to  the  revenue  should  be  pro- 
duced. On  the  other  hand,  the  duties  have  been  ent'nrely  removed 
from  many  things  useful  for  the  advance  of  native  industry,  such  as 
wire  for  lencing,  ploughs,  agricultural  instruments  and  machinery, 
steam  engines,  eeeds,  bark,  skins  prepared,  hops,  chemicals,  and 
materials  necessary  for  native  manufacture  of  any  sort,  exemptions 
from  taxation  that  undoubtedly  have  to  be  apjvroved  as  beneficial  to  the 
country,  but  unfortunately  at  the  present  time  there  lacks  the  confi- 
dence neoessary  to'  establifih  industries,  and  skilled  hands  do  not 
remain  in  the  txnmtry. 

SHxnmro  BxixrBVS. 

IHie  fiUowing  ans  ibe  retecns  of  'British  shipping,  and  of  the 
sfaqjping  %>{  aill  nations  that  has  entered  the  port  of  M<Hite  Yubo 
dvusff  the  fear  18759  aod  of  Ihe-vossals  deaasd ;  «hqw  merely  touddiif* 
or  oumigfor  orders,  notinAudad. 
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Bbitish  Shipping. 

EicrnuED. 


WithCargoee. 

In  Ballast. 

TotaL 

VesMlfl. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

ClVVB. 

818 

416,563 

17,244 

12 

3,872 

163 

330 

419,435 

17,3t7 

Clbaud. 


with  Cargoes. 

InBaUast. 

Total. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

273 

386,961 

16,386 

73 

44,523 

1,216 

346 

430,474 

17,602 

Direct  and  Indirect  Trade. 


Direct 

Indixvct. 

Total. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

VesseU. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Cnws. 

192 

260,306 

10,660 

138 

160,130 

6,737 

330 

419,435 

17,397 

Cleamsd, 

Direct. 

Indirect. 

^ 

Total. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crcwa. 

110 

188,467 

7,806 

236 

242,017 

9,797 

346 

430,474 

17,602 

The  number  of  British  vessels  is  51  less  than  performed  business 
operations  at  Monte  Video  in  1874,  and  the  tonnage  5,422  less.  0( 
the  830  British  ships  arriving,  220  have  been  steamers. 

Oexeual  Account  of  Shipping,  Direct  and  Indirect,  of  Vessels  that 
have  Entered  and  Cleared  at  the  Port  of  Monte  Video  during  the 
Year  1875,  with  the  exception  of  Coasting  Sailing  Vessels  and 
Biver  Steamers. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

NaUon. 

Direct. 

Indirect. 

Total. 

Total 
Tonnage. 

Direct. 

Indirect 

TotaL 

Total 
TemafCi. 

Argentine     

108 

206 

314 

11,071 

112 

204 

316 

12,771 

Austrian       

... 

1 

1 

262 

... 

1 

1 

262 

Belgiaii        

3 

1 

4 

6,820 

4 

1 

5 

7,066 

Brasflian      

100 

16 

116 

66,518 

91 

51 

106 

62,684 

British           

192 

138 

380 

419,435 

110 

231 

346 

430,474 

Dotcb 

4 

12 

16 

5,052 

... 

18 

18 

8^654 

Ftench         

94 

87 

181 

197,120 

65 

100 

165 

191,604 

Oerman        

29 

48 

77 

40,248 

... 

84 

84 

43^069 

Danbh         

3 

53 

639 

,  . 

3 

3 

63a 

Italian         

29 

230 

259 

99,665 

20 

aoo 

289 

116,866 

Portngoese 

4 

10 

14 

3,299 

» 

12 

^866 

Swedish        

•.• 

67 

67 

33,764 

... 

78 

78 

38.616 

Spanish        

United  States 

118 
17 

130 
16 

243 
33 

48,770 
20,042 

62 
15 

197 
23 

2S9 
88 

51,n6 
21,674 

Total         

693 

965 

1,658 

953,606 

479 

1,241 

1,720 

967,935 
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The  number  of  steamers  that  come  monthly  from  Europe  is  21,  and 
there  is  a  service  between  Eio  de  Janeiro  and  Monte  Video,  calling  at 
the  intermediate  ports  twice  a  month. 

The  return  of  the  coasting  vessels  doing  the  river  trade  I  have  not 
ret  been  able  to  get  for  1875.  Tho  average  entries  of  the  sailing  craft 
IS  from  1,700  to  2,000,  independent  of  the  steamers,  but  the  fact  of  the 
TJruguajan  ports,  with  the  exception  of  Monte  Video,  having  been 
closed  against  those  of  the  Argentine  Republic  on  account  of  the 
revolutionary  war  prevailing  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  has 
much  lessened  the  coasting  traffic  in  tiie  past  twelve  tnonths. 

In  the  navigation  and  lighting  of  the  Biver  Plate  there  has  been 
no  alteration  in  the  year  1875. 

Agbicitltubil  aitd  Pastobal. 

The  agricultural  returns  of  the  year  1875  have  been  extremely  good , 
both  in  quality  and  quantity,  and  shipments  of  excellent  flour  to  Srazil 
will  be  made,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  a  large  extent  in  1876.  The  one 
central  railroad  to  Durazno  has  already  had  the  effect  of  causing  much 
of  the  land  in  its  neighbourhood  to  be  broken  up,  and  more  would  be 
rapidly  subjected  to  the  same  beneficial  operation,  were  there  only 
labourers,  but  while  there  is  yearly  less  security  against  robbery  and 
murder,  and  the  interior  parts  of  the  republic  continue  infested  with 
lawless  vagabonds  who  commit  crime  with  impunity,  honest,  hard- 
working agricultural  labourers,  the  class  of  men  most  required,  will  not 
settle  in  the  country. 

The  year  1875  has  in  some  degree  revived  the  spirits  of  sheep  and 
cattle  farmers,  the  seasons  having  been  propitious,  plenty  of  grass, 
animals  healthy,  and  the  increase  abundant;  and  but  for  the  violent 
hands  laid  upon  shepherds,  labourers,  and  horses  by  both  the  contend- 
ing parties  in  the  late  civil  strife,  and  the  cattle  and  sheep  taken 
without  payment  being  made  for  them,  the  farmers  in  this  class  of 
produce  would  have  nothing  but  a  heavy  export  duty  to  complain  of. 

PXTBLIC  WOBKB. 

In  my  report  for  1874  I  mentioned  the  extension  being  about  to  be 
made  to  the  custom-house  accommodation  by  the  erection  of  a  com- 
modious additional  edifice,  the  buildiug  of  which  is  in  progress. 

The  cleansing  the  harbour  by  means  of  dredging  is  also  now  in 
operation ;  also  the  corresponding  high  impost  of  5d.  a  ton  on  vessels 
coming  from  beyond  seas,  and  2d.  on  those  navigating  the  rivers 
within  the  capes  at  the  entrance  to  the  Plate  visiting  Monte  Video. 
From  this  duty  all  ocean  steamers  having  mail-packet  privileges  are 
exempted. 

The  dry  dock  belonging  to  the  Viscount  Maua  has  latterly  under- 
gone improvement.  It  has  proved  a  very  useful  addition  to  the  port 
of  Monte  Video. 

There  is  another  dry  dock  on  a  much  larger  scale  in  progress  of 
making  in  the  harbour,  which  will  take  in  vessels  measuring  420  feet. 
That  of  Maua  admits  ships  of  275  feet,  and  the  dock  at  Colonia — a  port 
in  this  republic  opposite  Buenos  Ayres  —vessels  of  :^50  feet  in  length. 

The  new  dock  belonging  to  private  enterprize  will  be  ready  for 
work  in  about  twelve  months. 

Sailways. 

The  branch  of  the  Central  Uruguayan  Bailw&y  to  the  town  of  San 
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Joa^,  on  tiie  sew  branoh  line  to  the  port  of  HigneritaSy  on  the  "Brnt 
Uroguay,  will  be  open  for  use  in  February,  1876.  It  is  expected  t^ant 
this  branch  will  bring  great  additional  traffic  to  the  rail  war. 

The  submarine  otble  has  been  completed  with  Branl  in  the  past 
year. 

Mnrxs. 

A  profeBsioDal  English  geologist  has  been  employed  this  rear  to 
travel  through  the  republic  and  to  report  his  observations.  Unforta- 
nately  the  prevailing  civil  war  hindered  his  operations,  and  he  could 
make  but  a  very  superficial  examinatiou  of  but  a  portion  of  the 
republic.  He  reports  metallic  veins  in  the  rocky  department  of  AGnas, 
and  a  carboniferous  formation  in  that  of  Cerro  Largo.  No  scientific 
explorations,  however,  have  been  applied. 

Genebal  Ebmasxs. 

The  general  remarks  that  I  have  appended  to  previons  reports  will 
apply  with  little  variation  to  that  for  the  past  year,  but  the  repnfaik 
has  never  before  been  reduced  to  such  pecuniary  straits  as  at  prewnt. 

In  my  report  for  lS74i  1  spoke  or  the  commercial  importance  of 
Monte  Video  and  of  the  elasticity  of  its  resources,  which  the  abundant 
produce  of  1875  has  amply  proved,  and  I  expressed  the  opinion  tliat 
with  peace  and  careful  financial  management  the  Uruguayan  BepuUic 
would  recover  a  healthier  tone,  but  I  likewise  remarked  that  up  to  that 
time  it  had  scrupulously  observed  the  service  of  its  debts,  and  that  ^be 
detraction  that  its  financial  honesty  had  been  subjected  to  by  a  portion 
of  the  European  press  was  unfair ;  but  unfortunately  in  1875  there  has 
been  a  recurrence  of  civil  war,  and  as  a  consequence  a  vast  expenditure, 
and  for  the  first  time  the  State  has  otherwise  applied  the  funds 
appointed  for  the  payment  of  the  interests  of  its  debts — a  fatal  measure 
for  its  credit.  It  £as  also  found  it  necessary  to  create  revenue  by  a 
greatly  increased  taxation,  and  it  has  executed  a  State  convention  with 
a  banking  firm  that  was  under  liquidation,  extending  to  it  extraordinary 
fiscal  privileges,  and  the  power  of  an  undefined  emission  of  paper,  which 
is  declared  a  f<»*eed  currency  without  a  guarantee  that  iw  wMAcUsry 
to  the  public;  thus  gold  is  at  an  enormous  premrom,  and  eommaraal 
Affiurt  in  a  Tery  unsemed  and  unsatisfactory  state. 
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€i7BTOM8  Charges  hi  1874  and  1876  on  Sailing  Vessel  of  400  tons 
register,  in  the  Fort  of  Monte  Video  despat^ed  with  a  Cargo. 


Stampfl  to  discharge 
Notary  fees,  making  minifeet    •  • 
Stamps,  despatching  •  • 

Notaiy  fees,  making  manifest    .  • 
Tonnage  dues,  20  e.  per  ton 
Bngliah  bank  lights,  7^  c  per  t4Mi 

KBofhealth        

Cape  St.  Mary's  light,  4  a  per  ton 
Dredging  dnes,  10  c.  per  ton 
Harbour  pilot,  inwards  and  outwards 

Total 


1874. 


Dol.  0. 

14  48 

6  40 

7  72 
9  M 

80  00 

80  00 

1  ^ 


12    00 


161    80 


1876. 


Dol.  e. 

81  00 

6  40 

24  00 

9  60 

80  00 

80  00 

5  60 

16  00 

40  00 

12  00 


264    60 


Should  the  yessel  be  over  500  tons,  the  difference  of  rates  consists 
in  15  dol.  more  in  stamps.  I^oald  a  vessel  dear  in  ballast,  the  onlj 
difference  is  7  doL  50  c.  in  stamps,  and  8  doL  20  o.  notaiy  fees,  instead 
of  9  dol.  60  c. 


Monte  Video,  Deeember  81, 1875. 
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VENEZUELA. 

PUERTO  CABELLO. 

Beport  hy  Vice-Consul  Conn  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Puerto 
Cahellofor  the  Year  1875. 

Impobts. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  above  mentioned,  the  imports  were  made 
by  211  vessels,  measuring  98,610  tons,  of  which  17  were  from  Great 
Britain,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  20,600. 

The  total  amount  of  importation  during  the  year  was  4,607,179'76 
venezolanos,  equal  to  885,995/.  Is.  2d.j  showing  an  increase  of 
218,612Z.  17*.  9^;.  in  favour  of  the  year  1875,  and  against  the  year  1874, 
which  was  667,382/.  9*.  5d. 

From  Great  Britain  the  iranortations  during  the  year  1875 
amounted  to  1,769,35013  venezolanos,  equal  to  340,2407.  4a,  Id., 
showing  an  increase  of  110,380/.  19*.  4</.  in  favour  of  1875,  and 
against  1874,  which  was  229,859/.  4a.  9d. 

From  Groat  Britain  the  goods  principally  imported  were  dry  goods, 
earthenware,  and  hardware. 

From  France  and  Germany,  generally  the  same  classes  of  mer- 
chandize as  from  Great  Britam.  From  France  and  Spain,  preserves, 
wines,  oil,  &c.,  and  from  the  United  States  of  North  America,  flour, 
grain,  and  lumber. 

EXPOBTS. 

To  different  countries  the  exports  were  made  by  283  vessels, 
measuring  89,820  tons,  of  which  19  were  despatched  to  Great  Britain, 
having  a  tonnage  of  18,790. 

The  total  exports  amounted  this  year  to  the  sum  of  5,230,288.29 
venezolanos,  equal  to  1,005,8247.  13*.  5(/.,  showing  an  increase  of 
l3tJ^80/.  12*.  2d.  in  favour  of  1875,  and  against  1874,  which  was 
869,544/.  1*.  Sd. 

The  exports  to  Great  Britain  during  the  year  1875  amounted  to 
the  sum  of  226,019*90  venezolanos,  equal  to  43,423/.  0*.  6d.,  showing  a 
decrease  of  46,251/.  5*.  Id.  in  favour  of  1874,  which  was  89,674/.  6*.  5d. 
The  articles  were  confined  to  cotton,  coffee,  and  sugar.  1  would  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is  not  any  exportation  of  Venezuelan 
money  reported  for  1875,  which  accounts,  in  a  large  degree,  for  the 
deficiency  in  exportation  to  Great  Britain. 

Ikdustbt. 

The  country  has  enjoved  the  blessings  of  a  general  peace  for  the 
last  year,  and  under  a  nrm  and  well  administered  government  made 
much  progress  in  navigation,  agriculture,  coffee  planting,  cattle  breed- 
ing, public  works,  and,  in  fact,  all  branches  of  industry  and  progresff. 
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Mining  and  Eailboad. 

The  railroad  from  the  Port  of  Lucacas  to  the  copper  mioes  of  Area, 
belonging  to  the  British  New  Quelrada  Company,  has  been  pushed 
towards  a  conclusion  with  commendable  entorprize  and  perseverance, 
notwithstanding  the  engineering,  climatic,  and  legal  difficulties  in  its 
progress. 

The  engineering  difficulties  consist  in  the  numerous  bridges  and 
culverts  required  to  pass  the  many  streams  coming  down  from  the 
mountains,  and  the  extent  of  swampy  lands  through  which  it  has 
necessarily  to  pass ;  and  also  towards  the  conclusion,  the  curves  and 
gradients  necessary  in  traversing  a  mountain  region. 

The  climatic  difficulties  are  those  incident  to  all  tropical  countries, 
where  stagnant  waters  abound,  generating  fevers,  &c.,  in  addition  to 
the  enervating  influence  of  excessive  heat. 

And  the  legal  difficulties,  which  were  at  one  time  so  threatening  as 
to  necessitate  my  taking  a  journey  there  to  arrange  matters,  consisted 
in  the  opposition  conceived,  and  the  hindrances  caused  by  the  local 
authorities.  Those  misunderstandings  have,  however,  been  removed, 
and  I  do  not  apprehend  any  further  disturbance  of  the  Company's 
agents,  in  the  exercise  of  their  just  rights. 

Puerto  Cabello,  29th  January,  187G. 
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